
NEWSLETTER OF THE WISCONSIN FEDERATION OF STAMP CLUBS 

Bv WFSC Pres. Allan C. Marcus 

Will Stamp 
Shows Die? 
This question arises as 
growing numbers of 
dealers tum to the 
Internet as a marketing 
alternative. Other 
considerations are the 
increasing difficulty in 
securing a show facility 
and rising rental fees. In short, though, the 
answer to my opening question is, no. 

The number one reason that stamp shows 
won't die is because the hobby won't die. 
Stamp collecting is far too intriguing, holding a 
certain fascination for many people. It offers a 
variety of facets. Pick any area: postal history, 
cancellations, revenues, etc ., or just the beauty 
in the miniature art. There's something in 
stamp collecting for everyone. 

The second reason why stamp shows won't 
die is because they are the perfect venue for 
those who like the one-on-one relationship with 
dealers. Not only can collectors handle and 
inspect large numbers of stamps, they also have 
the advantage of gaining knowledge as dealers 
point out items of interest. 

Exhibits are an important part of stamp 
shows . They offer a tremendous means for 
learning about the various aspects of philately. 
For the exhibitor, the process of building an 
exhibit takes time and patience but the effort 
is rewarding . 

I like seeing old friends, meeting new ones; 
this is a special part of stamp shows, too. 

I urge you, therefore, to take a look at the 
"Show Calendar and Registry" on p. 2. Attend 
the next show in your area and enjoy . Your 
support of local shows helps to ensure that 
they'll certainly never die. ■ 

Monroe Stamp and 
Postcard Club Joins WFSC 
The Monroe Stamp and Postcard Club that 
officially organized in November 2001 has 
joined the WFSC . 

The club's nine members meet at 7 p.m. the 
second Thursday of each month at the Monroe 
Middle School, 1510 13th St. in Monroe (use 
south/back door entrance). Officers are: Pres. 
Dwane Kaplenk, VP Ron Martini, and Secy.
Treas . Earl Button. 

For further information about the club, 
contact Earl Button. His daytime phone is 608-
328-8960, evenings 608-328-2827; e-mail 
button@scdatacenter.com. 

Here's a big WELCOME to our newest 
WFSC member club! ■ 

WFSC Announcements 
A THANK-YOU TO -

• Art Arntsen of the Badger Stamp Club for 
auditing the WFSC's 2001 financial records. 

• Greg S. Schmidt and Doug Henkle for 
their generous donations of cash to cover 
expenses for getting the new WFSC website 
going under its own domain name. Their 
donations played a major role in the decision to 
pursue this route for the WFSC's presence on 
the Web. (More information on this project 
will appear in the next issue of ATFP.) 

Club News 
MILCOPEX '02, SEPTEMBER 20-22, 
SEEKS EXHIBITS 

The MILCOPEX '02 prospectus and exhibit 
entry form is available from: Robert Henak, 
P.O. Box 170832, Milwaukee, WI 53217-
0832, phone 414-35 1-1519, e-mail 
henak@compuserve.com. MILCOPEX , 
sponsored by the Milwaukee Philatelic Soci
ety, is an open show and Wisconsin's only 
American Philatel ic Society World Series of 
Philately exhibition. 

This year's show will be held at a new 
location: the Wisconsin Products Pavilion 
(formerly Trade Mart Building) at the Wiscon
sin State Fair Park, Milwaukee/West Allis. 

This page sponsored by the 
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April 6 
DANEPEX '02 

Badger Stamp Club 
Madison Turners Hall, 300 I So. 

Stoughton Rd., Madison (Contact: John 
Pare, 7834 E. Oakbrook Cir., Madison, 

WI 53717 - 608-829-2988, 
msjpsp@chorus.net) 

June 22-23 
TRI-PEX '02 

Italian Amer. Stamp Club, North Shore 
Phil. Soc., Polish Amer. Stamp Club 

St. Aloysius Gonzaga Hall, 1435 So. 92nd St., 
West Allis (Contact: Robert Henak, NSPS, 

P.O. Box 17832, Milwaukee, WI 53217 
- 414-351-1519) 

Show Calendar and Registry 
List your show, bourse, auction or event 

~ FREE for WFSC member-club shows - classified rates for 
non-members and all other events 

April 13 
OUTAPEX '02 

Outagamie Philatelic Society 
Columbus Club, 253 I N. Richmond St., 

Appleton (Contact: Al Marcus, 
P.O. Box 11, Appleton, WI 54912) 

April 26-27, 2003 
WISCOPEX '03 

hosted by Outagamie Philatelic Society 
Fox Valley Lutheran High School, 5300 

N. Meade St., Appleton (Contact: Al 
Marcus, P.O. Box 11, Appleton, WI 

54912 - 920-725-0798, 
maryj@vbe.com) 

April 20 
SHEBOYGAN STAMP & COIN SHOW 

Sheboygan Stamp Club 
Sheboygan Armory, 516 Broughton Dr., 
Sheboygan (Contact: Edwin Rautmann, 

P.O. Box 907, Sheboygan, WI 53082 -
920-452-0054, keppert@bytehead.com) 

June 15-16 
21st ANNUAL SHOW 

Northwoods Stamp and Coin Club 
James Williams Junior High School 

915 Acacia Ln., Rhinelander 
Sat. IO a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun. IO a.m.-4 p.m. 
(Contact: Larry Marten, 3295 Hancock Lake 

Rd ., Harshaw, WI 54529 - 715-282-5636) 

Volunteers Needed! 
ATFP Editor - This position must be filled by December I, 2002. 
Contact current Editor Karen Weigl for details. 

Website Graphics Help - Webmaster Doug Henkle needs graphics 
assistance for the WFSC site. Contact Doug at henkle@pobox.com. 

ATFP Summer 
Schedule 

A TFP goes bimonthly for the 
summer with a May-June and a July
August issue. Highlights of WISCOPEX 
'02 will appear in the May-June issue. 

ATFP Page 
Sponsorships 

To become an ATFP page sponsor 
(see bottom of p. I) , send $25 per 
issue to: Karen Wei gt, Editor, A TFP, 
4184 Rose Ct, Middleton, WI 53562. 

0 
ACROSS THE FENCE POST is the official publication 

of the Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs, Inc., a 

501(c~(3) non-profit organization an~ l'.fe member of the 
· APS smce 1953. For WFSC membership information, contact 

the Central Office. 

ATFP is published monthly Sept.-Apr.; bimonthly May-Aug. News 

of Wisconsin collectors, club news and gratis original articles related to 

philately are welcomed. The editor accepts submissions in any format, 
but reserves the right to make minor editing changes to conform with 

our style sheet. Material not carrying an individual copyright notice 

may be reproduced only by not-for-profit organizations, provided the 

author(s) and publication receive credit for any reprinted material. 

Unless explicitly stated by an officer in conjunction with official WFSC 

business, opinions expressed by individual authors are not necessarily endorsed 

by the WFSC. 

Submission deadlines are for the month preceding month of 

publication as follows: advertising-1st or the month; editorial 

matter-5th or the month . Send editorial matter , stamp show calendar 

and cover listings, and ads to: Karen Weigt, Editor, ATFP, 4184 Rose 

Ct., Middleton, WI 53562 - phone 608-836-1509, karenweigt@cs. com. 

Send ads to: Dwane Kaplenk, Advertising Manager, ATFP, P.O. Box 

2301, Rockford, IL 61131 - phone 815-398-0813 , rockaires@xta.com. 

For a complete list of advertising rates and policies (display, classified 

and listings) , see the July-August 2000 issue of ATFP, or request a 

copy from the advertising manager. 



By WFSC Secy. Karen Weigt 
4184 Rose Ct., Middleton, WI 53562 

Donating philatelic books to a local public 
library sounds like a great idea. The logical 
assumption is that collectors will have conve
nient access to literature needed to research 
their holdings. It might even promote the hobby 
and your club to the bookshelf-browsing 
general public . 

Be aware, however, that public libraries are 
not immune to problems of storage space, the 
reason clubs find it almost impossible to 
maintain their own reference collections. 
Consequently, although the library may gra
ciously accept your books, they may never be 
cataloged and shelved. Even if they do make it 
to the shelves, it may be for only a limited 
period of time . 

What happens to your donations? They are 
sometimes sold, and sometimes within months . 
It's not unusual to find items at discount 
bookstores where a club had inscribed its name 
as a library donor on the inside front cover. 

Think twice, therefore , before making a 
well-intentioned gift to your local public library . 

What others are doing 

Results of the Northwestern Mutual Stamp 
Club (Milwaukee) elections held in January 
were: Pres. Paul Zientek, VP-Librarian Don 
Arndt, and Secy .-Treas. Bill Carter. 

Members of the American Topical Asso
ciation Chapter V (Milwaukee) couldn't miss 

Northwoods Stamp Camp for Kids 
The Northwoods Philatelic Society (Iron 
Mountain, Ml) held its fourth Stamp Camp for 
Kids on February 12 at the Dickinson County 
Public Library . This year's event attracted more 
than 30 youngsters and their leaders from 
area Camp Fire Girl , Cub Scout, and Girl 
Scout groups. Individual youngsters also 
participated in the camp activities set up at 
five tables and executed in round-robin mode . 

The activities focused on basic stamp 
collecting techniques demonstrated by NPS 
members. Through name drawings, young
sters received philatelic goodies at the end of 
each table session and upon 
conclusion of the event. 

Word of the stamp camp 
has spread and NPS has been 
invited to stage a similar 
event at the Iron County 
Library in Iron River, MI. 

Longtime NPS member 
Ellsworth Semler provided the 
photos and details for this story. 

their March meeting announcements . They 
were mailed in party stationery envelopes with 
a First Day of Issue cancel on the new Happy 
Birthday stamp. 

In February, Kettle Moraine Coin and 
Stamp Club (West Bend) members enjoyed a 
meeting program about duck stamps. 

The February issue of Rockford Stamp News 
includes an informative listing of Rockford 
Stamp Club (Rockford, IL) members . The 
listing provided each member's active and 
nonactive collections, fun collections , and items 
offered for sale . 

An article appearing in Badger Postal 
History, journal of the Wisconsin Postal 
History Society, advocates that there's a 
growing interest to complement postal history 
collections with a postcard depicting the post 
office where a respective cover originated . 

Some recent Lake County Philatelic 
Society (Gurnee, IL) meeting programs have 
featured Japanese stamps and covers, Washing
ton-Franklin essays and proofs , and a philatelic 
literature show-and-tell session . ■ 

Mark Pleyte - first-day 
covers and postal history 

Alice Kluskens - soaking 
stamps off paper 

Tom Pleyte - watermarking 
and tagging 



By John A. Pare. Badger Stamp Club 

Bermuda and Censored Mail in 
World War II -v,.~-. -

. ~ ) 
BY AIR MAIL 

John Pare has been a stamp collector for 49 
years. He currently collects all aspects of 
Bermuda philately; Marine Corps postal 
history; and Madison , WI, and Holyoke, 
MA, postal history. John frequently exhibits 
his Bermuda collection. 

He 's a longtime member and former 
president of the Badger Stamp Club. He also 
belongs to the Wisconsin Postal History 
Society, Bermuda Collectors Society, British 
Caribbean Philatelic Study Group, Military 
Postal History Society, and the American 
Philatelic Society. 

John is the principal of Mount Horeb 
High School, Mount Horeb, WI. 

Introduction 
Britain's Imperial Postal and Telegraph 

Censorship Depanment oversaw censorship 
in all of Britain's dominions and colonies 
during World War II. Mail that received the 
wanime attention of censors in Bermuda 
falls into three categories: 

• terminal mail 
• transit mail 
• detained mail 

Each type of mail was processed by a 
different division within the larger censor
ship network and each division had its own 
set of marks and labels. 

Terminal mail 

Terminal mail refers to mail sent to or 
received by Bermudians corresponding with 
outsiders. There was no internal 
censorship of mail in Bermuda. 
The distinguishing mark on 
terminal mail is the circular mark 

with the words "Passed by Censor 

Bermuda" printed on the inside 
edge of the circle along with a 
number ranging from 1-50 that 
identified the specific censor. 

When the letter 
was opened and 
examined, it was 
resealed using censor 
tape (Figure 2) . 

Extensive re-
search has been 
done on the attribu-
tion of the various 
numerals inside the 
censor's circular 
marking as well as 
the various types, 
printings, and 
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numbers associated 
with the resealing tapes. 

Fig. 1 - Terminal mail with "Passed by Censor" and no other censor 
markings indicates it was not opened by a censor. 
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Fig. 2 - Terminal mail opened by a censor and resealed with censor tape . 
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This circular mark measures 30 
centimeters in diameter and is 
commonly green, although it has 
been seen in black, purple and 
blue. Often there are no other 
censor markings. This indicates 
that the censor did not open the 
mail but simply stamped it and 
passed it on (Figure I) . Fig. 3 - Special category of terminal mail marked "Internee Mail " and always examined by Censor No. 22. 

4 Apri/2002 ------------------------------------ Across the Fence Post 



A special category of terminal mail is mail 
marked "Internee Mail. " This mail was 
always examined by Censor No . 22. Bermuda 
held a small number of Germans or German 
sympathizers during the war. These people 
were either Bermuda residents at the outbreak 
of hostilities, people removed from ships 
captured at sea or prisoners of war . They 
were allowed to mail two letters monthly. 
These letters were sent "free" by surface 
mail , or the individual could pay the 7 ½
pence airmail rate . Markings usually appear 
clearly on the front of the letter (Figure 3). 

Transit mail 
Transit mail refers to mail removed from 

the trans-Atlantic clippers , examined by 
censors in Bermuda, and placed back aboard 
the clippers for the completion of the 
journey . Because of Bermuda's strategic 
location , this effort was important to the 
British and American intelligence gathering 
effort . At the peak of the war, over 2,000 
women, called censorettes, were employed 
to examine this transit mail in Bermuda. 

Westbound mail from Europe is much 
more common than eastbound mail. Mail 
posted in Switzerland and Portugal (Figures 4 
and 5) is more common than mail from other 
continental countries, though there are 
censored covers from every European country, 
including Germany. Again, extensive study 
has been made of every aspect of the censoring 
process - the various censor markings, 
censor numbers, style of resealing tapes, etc. 

Suffice it to say here , if you have mail 
with the handwritten or printed initials 
"I.C ." on the censor resealing label, it was 
examined by the censoring authorities in 
Bermuda (Figure 4) . The " I.C ." designation 
was used only in Bermuda, with "I.E." used 
in Trinidad and "l.D ." used in Jamaica. 

The period between late 1939 and mid-
1941 , however , is marked by much confu
sion over whether or not covers were 
examined in Bermuda because the censorship 
office had not yet standardized the resealing 
labels with unique identifying codes. During 
that period , resealing labels used in Bermuda 
carried various designations (PC 22, PC 102 
[Figure 5]. B. C . 1) , none of which were 
unique to Bermuda. However, since Ber
muda censors examined 90 percent of the 
mail between Europe and North America, 
one is on the right trail to think that covers 
from Europe to the U.S.A. carrying any of 
these label markings transited through 
Bermuda. Trinidad handled most of the mail 
between Europe and South America. 

To identify the marking variations that 
would make further transit mail distinctions 
possible is beyond the space available here. 

Across the Fence Post 
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Fig. 4 - Transit mail sent from Switzerland to the U.S.A . with the initials "J.C." on the censor 
resealing label indicating the piece was examined in Bermuda . 
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Fig. 5 - Transit mail sent from Portugal to the U.S.A . with "PC 102 " marking . 

This whole area has been studied extensively by 
Bermuda collectors and a bibliography of 
references is available upon request from me 
(send SASE to the ATFP editor). 

Detained mail 
Finally, detained mail refers to letters and 

parcels intercepted between 1940 and 1944 and 
detained until after the war. It took several years 
after the war for this mail to be released and 
forwarded to the addressees. It is generally 
believed that detained mail was gathered at 
several censorship stations in British colonies in 
the Atlantic area and forwarded to Bermuda for 
safekeeping. Not much of this mail survives in 
philatelic hands and is considered rare. The most 
common markings seen on this mail include 
"Condemned" and "Released by Prize Court." 
These are judicial markings applied by the prize 
courts, not post office or censorship markings. 

Conclusion 
In conclusion, Bermuda occupied a key 

strategic location astride the Atlantic sea lanes 
and air routes. Recognizing the intelligence 
value of information intercepted from the mail, 

the British set up a major censorship opera
tion in Bermuda. 

You may have (1) covers that represent 
the correspondence of Bermudians , (2) 
covers that represent correspondence between 
Europeans and Americans, or (3) covers that 
were deemed too sensitive to forward and 
were seized for distribution only after 
hostilities ended. 

The first category will like! y be franked 
with Bermuda postage and may carry a small 
variety of censor markings . Covers in the 
second category will be more difficult to 
identify sinte they will carry no obvious 
connection to Bermuda. One needs to know 
more about the censorship labels to positively 
identify these transit covers, with the " I.C. " 
mark being the most trustworthy indication 
that the letter was examined in Bermuda. And 
finally , if you have a cover seized by the 
prize court, you have a scarce item. 

This article has described the censorship of 
civilian mail in Bermuda. What of the British , 
Canadian and American armed forces and their 
censoring operations? Another story . ■ 
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By Hank Schmidt. P.O. Box 3153. 
Oshkosh. WI 54903-3153 (e-mail 
artcoy@vbe.com/. Mbr .• Oshkosh 
Philatelic Society 

This is a continuation of the discussion on 
servicing your own first-day covers that 
appeared in the November 2001 and February 

2002 issues of ATFP. 
The most frustrating occurrence with regard 

to servicing your own covers is when they are 
not rerurned. While it is true that the U.S. 
Postal Service will replace lost covers, they 
won't be the same as your originals . Replace

ment covers usually come from large-volume 
cachetmaker stock. Thus, you can consider 
your creations lost forever. On rare occasions, 

the Postal Service will allow you to submit 
another group of covers after the 30-day 

cancellation deadline. 
Consider making several photocopies of one 

of your covers before the entire batch is 
submitted for cancellation. Should a loss occur, 

tional cancel. Take note that I stated "each 
cancel" and not each cover. This means that if 
you want more than one cancel or strike on one 

cover, the fee could be 10¢ or more. Covers 
submitted with full sheets or booklet panes 
require numerous strikes so that all of the 
stamps receive some part of the cancel. 

The Postal Service also requests a Priority 
Mail fee to rerurn your covers. If you have to 
submit any fees, a postal money order made out 
to the U.S. Postal Service works the best 
because it is always as good as cash. Remember 
that Priority Mail is not insured and insurance 
fees are extra. To acquire insurance, request it 
on the invoice or within your cover letter, if no 
invoice is required. 

If you have registered with the Postal 
Service as a cachetmaker, you may submit a 
maximum of 50 covers without any paperwork, 
but a Priority Mail fee for the return is still 
required . Of course, you should always identify 
yourself as a registered cachetmaker. 

What may seem illogical to most of us is 

that the Postal Service does not restrict the 

number of cancels an individual can obtain on a 

hand-back at a first-day ceremony site. Never

theless, local postal officials may impose limits 
if there are long lines waiting for the cancel. 

Please be cautioned again that the quality of 

cancels attained at first-day ceremonies is 

usually poorer than those applied at the Phila

telic Sales Fulfillment Center. Postal personnel 

at first-day sites usually have little or no 

experience on how to position and/or apply 

first-day cancels . 

To learn more about servicing your own 

FDCs, I suggest that you review Philatelic 

Policy and Procedure No. 21 in the Postal 

Service's Domestic Mail Manual. This policy is 

also reproduced on pages 533-548 in Linn 's 
World Stamp Almanac, Millennium Edition. 

Now that I have finally had my full say on 

this subject, what do you have to say? ■ 

By Howard Shaughnessy, Lake County (IL) Philatelic Society 

you will have a photocopy to send in as an aid SHAUGHNESSY Takes On . . . Stamps" were listed. Whoa, I counted only 49 ; 
to postal workers in identifying your items . Illinois was NOT among those listed . Oops . 

If you suspect that your covers are lost, it is Oh the shame of it all. We stamp collectors Fast forward to the Spring 2002 edition of 
good practice to wait about four weeks after the suffer from PPPR, that's Pretty Poor Public USA Philatelic, Vol.7 , No. 1, in which the 
cancellation's 30-day grace period. Then Relations. Take this from a column by Bob USPS describes and displays stamps and stamp-
submit a complaint to: Stamp Fulfillment Greene in the Chicago Tribune in late Febru- related products. This sheet is illustrated , the 
Service , Cancellation Services, P.O. Box ary. He discusses the phenomena of self- Illinois stamp is there, however NO New 
499992 , Kansas City, MO 64144-9992. Be sure adhesive stamps, where we have gone from Jersey stamp is shown! Instead TWO New 
to explain your complaint clearly and enclose "lick & stick" to "no spit" beginning in 1995 York stamps are there! Double oops. 
the photocopy of your cachet, if you have one. when just under 20 percent of stamps were SA So the USPS prints up and mails out a 

Some collectors have been led to believe to over 90 percent in year 2000! Bob was colorful brochure to those on their mailing lists 
that the Postal Service destroys their handstamp curious as to how this C-change happened pointing out that "something important was 
cancels and dies after the 30 days . Nothing can 1 . h . missing from your Spring issue of USA a most ovem1g t without much notice on the 
be further from the truth as it is possible to Philatelic." Sorry folks, no error sheets as of public's part. 
obtain permission to submit covers for up to 90 this writing . Bob was interviewing Don Smeraldi, a 
days after the first day . Many commercial While the headaches prevail at USPS , the postal official, who remarked , "This is because 
cachetmakers have this privilege. Moreover, president of the American Postal Workers 

the only people who really talk much about 
anyone can obtain this privilege by sending a Union , William Burrus, is quoted as saying the 

stamps are stamp collectors and they are also 
letter of request to : Manager of Operations , irradiation of mail to prevent anthrax contami-

about the only people left who prefer the Philatelic Sales Fulfillment Center, P.O. Box nation is an overreaction and that at least 87 
stamps you lick . This is because ... " Bob 449992 , Kansas City, MO 64144-9992 . Within workers at the Gaithersburg, MD, postal 
followed with, "Oh, you (the reader) really the letter, indicate the approximate number of facility have reported health problems they say 
don't want to hear. Smeraldi told me the covers that you intend to submit each time . No are related to handling irradiated mail. Or, as 

fee is required . reasons, but they are pretty dreary. May we the headline of this story appears in the March 
move on?" If you choose to request the 90-day grace 4, 2002 , issue of Linn's " ... irradiated mail 

period, the Postal Service will consider you a Pretty dreary• eh? Better than ugly dreary? sickens workers." It also sickens collectors as 
professional cachetmaker. To submit more than Speaking of no respect, how would you feel cooking the mail cooks whatever is enclosed, 
50 covers, you are expected to include an if you were the upcoming U.S . P0stal Service's including stamps for collectors . 
invoice form that the Postal Service provides . It Greetings From America sheet that has one However, the Postal Service says its 
asks for information about the number of each of the 50 states' tourism enchantments? customers "can avoid the irradiation process 
covers submitted, your name, address, etc . , in When first announced, this sheet created by affixing postage meter strips or permit 
addition to the required fees . The form and mixed emotions from collectors . It was the (imprints) instead of postage stamps to Ex-
covers are sent together in one package. subject of the cover article in the January 2002 press or Priority mail." Oh sure , like we 

Like collectors, registered cachetmakers American Philatelist (American Philatelic really want these. 
receive the first 50 cancels without charge. Society's monthly journal) . On page 32 the You'll excuse us collectors while we use 
After that, a 5¢ fee is charged for each addi- "Elements of Design for Each of the Fifty our non-USPS furnished barf bags. ■ 
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Bv WFSC VP Youth Division Ma,yAnn Bowman 
P.O. Box 1451. Waukesha. WI 53187 

Joining with Juniors 
Stamp Games to Make 

Looking for a stamp activity that two or more 
can play in those odd minutes before the start 
of a regular club meeting or when some 
youngsters finish a task before the rest of the 
group? Need a quick game for a youth area? 
Stamp memory and stamp tic-tac-toe are two 
games that you can make . They both provide 
challenges to beginning and intermediate 
collectors alike as well as serving as a 
teaching tool. 

Stamp memory - The memory game, 
sometimes also referred to as "concentration," 
can be created to help young collectors learn 
about stamp issues from their country. It helps 
them recognize stamp designs as well as 
familiarize them with the various first-class 
postage rates of years past. I have made several 
sets of these cards - each set depicting a 
different stamp denomination. 

find matching pairs of stamps to glue onto the 
cards. When I make the sets, I use different 
colored backgrounds for each different denomi
nation. For example, I might put 4¢ stamps on 
a white background, 5¢ stamps on a blue 
background, 6¢ on a yellow background, etc. 
That helps me to keep the card decks separated 
by denomination. 

There is a tendency to make too many pairs 
of cards. Youngsters may have a short attention 
span so 20 to 25 matching pairs is usually 
enough. To keep the cards looking fresh, 
laminate or cover with clear contact paper. 

The game begins by mixing the deck of 
cards. Then lay the cards face down in rows . 
One child turns over a pair of cards and tries to 
make a match . Unsuccessful matches are 
returned, face down . The game is called the 

memory game or concentration because the 
players need to remember where they saw the 
cards . The play alternates between players . The 
player successfully making a match gets another 
turn. The winner is the person who ends up 
with the most pairs of cards. 

Stamp tic-tac-toe - Using similar-sized 
cards, I prepare a set depicting foreign stamps 
- one for each country that I am trying to have 
the group identify . I place a foreign stamp on 
one side of the card, and its English-equivalent 
name on the other side. I give each pair of 
players a pencil and paper upon which a tic-tac
toe grid has been made. 

Player 1 must choose the top card in the 
pile, look at the stamp, and identify the country 
name. By putting the English name on the back 
of the card, the game is self-checking . If 
correctly identified, player 1 puts his X in a 
box. Then player 2 gets an opportunity to 
identify a stamp. If correct, player 2 places his 
0 in a box. Just like tic-tac-toe, the winner is 
the first to put three marks in a row. ■ 

I begin by cutting poster board into 2-inch
by-3-inch pieces . Using damaged stamps. I 

Bv Robert J. Mather. Waukesha Countv Philatelic Societv 

From Waukesha Countv Philatelic Societv 

VIDEO PROGRAM REVIEW 

Title: The Pan-American Exposition: 
Selections from the Adolph Steeg Collection 
Source and format: American Philatelic 

Research Library (APS) - Slides 
Reviewer description: An illustration of 
many cachets and cancels promoting the 
Pan-American Exposition. 

Ratings - 1 to 10 (] 0 = excellent) 
and comments 

• Visual quality - IO (We had a good 
screen which made the details very clear.) 

• Quality of materials shown - 10 
(Good quality items displayed . Readable 
cancels.) 

• Topic coverage - 9 (Numerous 
cachets shown. Limited number of Pan
American promotional cancels shown 
although this may well be the limit of what 
is available.) 

• Clarity of presentation - 10 (Good 
verbal explanation together with clear 
pictures made it easy to understand .) 

Other comments: The presentation lasted 
26 minutes and therefore is not so long nor 
repetitive that viewers become bored or 
sleepy. Several members commented that it 
was very interesting. One said that he 
learned things he didn't know before . 

Dealer Profile: 
Robert Fashingbauer 
Robert Fashingbauer is a dealer, although 
admittedly only a part-time dealer, who puts 
stamp collecting ahead of stamp dealing. If he 
comes across a stamp that will fit nicely into 
his personal collection, it will go into his album 
rather than into the dealer box . His business is 
moving more and more to covers, and he 
currently does about 10 or 12 shows a year. all 
in the Midwest. He is well known in Wiscon
sin, especially in the Milwaukee area. He has 
attended some WISCOPEXes as well. 

Robert lives just north of Chicago and is 
employed full time as a credit manager for an 
acrylic manufacturing company . He has worked 
for this company for 17 years . He has been 
married to his wife, Betty, for 37 years and 
they have been blessed with two children. They 
also have three grandchildren and Robert says 
that none of them are collectors yet. 

A German relative sent him a batch of 
stamps when he was about six or seven years 
old, and this got him started in the hobby . The 
stamps remained in stock page-type holders 
until he was about 10 years old, when he got 
his first album. He still has that first album . 

Like most of us , Robert started out as a 
general collector but he now concentrates on a 
few specialties. One specialty is U.S. parcel 
post stamps used as first-class postage . He 
says, though, that if something piques his 
interest, he will collect it. Robert has exhibited 

his collections, as he puts it "a long time ago." 
He states that he is just too busy for that, today . 

Robert is a member of the American 
Philatelic Society and the Scandinavian Collec
tors Club . He is not a member of any dealer 
organizations at this time . 

He loves listening to classical music . He 
enjoys watching sports and is a Bears fan , when 
they are winning. He loves to read books and 
completes one about every two weeks . He is 
not involved in other organizations, as his work 
and his stamps keep him quite busy. 

His advice for others in the hobby is to get 
the young people involved. He also advises 
everyone to just enjoy the hobby . He further
more says that stamps are "one of the best 
teachers ever invented." 

When asked about the future of the hobby, 
he suggested that there probably will be fewer 
bourses, although some of the very large 
events, such as the APS shows, etc., will 
continue. He thinks that trading on the Internet 
will replace some of what is done at stamp 
shows. He also thinks that perhaps 25 years 
from now there will be no postal service as we 
know it today because everything will be done 
electronically . Deposits automatically sent to 
accounts will be the norm. Parcels will be 
delivered by private carriers and probably 
cheaper, too. 

Next time you see Robert ' s booth at a show, 
stop by and at least say "Hi." We wish him all 
the best and many good years of stamp collect
ing and stamp dealing. ■ 
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By Russell White. Wisconsin Postal 
History Society 

Back Roads of Philately 
Newspaper Stamps or Not? 

The U.S. postal system was not founded 
primarily to move letters. Many people did not 
write and costs were high. The primary items 
in the system were government documents and 
newspapers. Newspapers were considered 
important for an informed electorate and were 
granted a concess ionary (reduced) rate. The 
United States was but one country that consid
ered newspapers important to mail service. 
Newpapers stamps were used in the United 
States during the 1870s but fell out of favor 
after only a few years of use. 

Austria has a longer history of newspaper 
stamps . Austria created them in 1851, just 
six months after its first postage stamps, and 
continued on with newspaper stamps until 
1924. As an empire of considerable size, 
Austria also created stamps for a number of 

its territories . 

One such territory was Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. Famous as the spot that sparked 
World War I, or more recently the site of the 
1984 Olympics (and subsequently another 
conflict), Sarajevo is the capital city. Originally 

(1913). 

newspaper 

stamps. 

(1918), newspaper 

stamps perforated 

and used/or 

"regular" postage. 

Fig. 1 - Bosnia 

and Herzegovina 

Scott P 1 and P2 

Fig 2-

Yugoslavia (Bosnia 

and Herzegovina) 

Scott 1 Li 7 and 

1LJ8 

(1919) , newspaper 

stamps overprinted 

and used/or 

"regular " postage. 

Fig. 3 -

Yugoslavia (Bosnia 

and Herzegovina) 

Scot/ ll2 l and 

ll22 

part of the Ottoman Empire, Bosnia became 
increasingly under Austrian influence. Between 
1879 and 1908, mail was handled as part of the 
Austro-Hungarian field post system. 

The first stamps were created for Bosnia in 
1879 but they had no name on them, only a 
coat of arms. Purportedly, this was done to 
mollify the Turks . In 1908, Austria virtually 

annexed Bosnia and the postal system became 
its own extension of the Austrian system, 
using its own stamps. 

On October 15, 1913, Bosnia issued its 
only newspaper stamps (Scott Pl -P4, Figure 

1). This imperforate typographed set continued 
to be used until October 28, 1918. Several 
shades exist. 

After World War I, much of Europe was a 
shambles. Governments rose and fell. Services 
were chaotic at best. In theory , Yugoslavia was 
formed by the League of Nations in November 
1918, comprised of six provinces : Croatia, 
Slovenia, Serbia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Carinthia, and Macedonia. Carinthia was split 
in 1920 after a plebiscite vote, with much of it 

returning to Austria. 

Prior to that time, each province created 

and ran its own postal service with varying 
levels of service. The Bosnia and 
Herzegovina authorities created new postage 
stamps by using existing supplies, including 
the newspaper stamps . Perforated 11 1 /2, these 
stamps were issued in December 1918 for 

" regular" postage, not newspapers (Scott 

lLl 7 - 1L20, Figure 2). 

Two imperforate stamps were created in 

January 1919 by overprinting "3" on the 2-

heller stamps and "5" on the 6-heller stamp , 

with two black blocks obliterating the old value 
(Scott 1L21 and 1L22, Figure 3) . 

All regional stamps were replaced by 
national Yugoslavian issues in 1921. ■ 
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Please Patronize our 
ATFP Advertisers! 

STAMP SHOWS 
Gonzaga Hall • 92nd & Greenfield • Milwaukee 

Exit 1-894 & Greenfield or 1-94 & 84'h Street 

January 
May 
August 
December 

2002 2003 
26-27 25-26 

4-5 3-4 
3-4 2-3 

14 only 6-7 

Info: Terry Kurzinski 815-332-5599 • stampdlrl@aol.com 

JADECO Stamp & Hobby 
J.D. Manville • Games People Play 

833 Clark S1ree1 • P.O. Box 845 
.,,,"""'=""""" Stevens Pain!, WI 54481 

(715) 341-5555 Store 
(715) 341-1111 Home 
(715) 498-1111 Cell 
jadeco@g2a.net 

Stamps - Covers - Postcards -vvvvi· 
Want lists Welcomed 
Specializing in U.S. 

DAVE'S STAMPS ( 
P.O. Box ss .,_,.,3.J"<,A""'-"'"··.., 

Kimberly, WI S4136-00SS 
Dave Carney, APS, WPHS email: new address 

920-687-5677 to be announced 

Space for your reduced 
business card ad here 

Just send your card - we' ll handle the 
reduction details (2 1/4" x I 1 /4") 

$2.50 per insertion ( commercial) 
$2.00 per insertion (WFSC club discount rate) 

ROCK AIRES 
COLLECTABLES 
Wisconsin Postal History 

Topical Covers 
Postal History 

First Day Covers 

P.O. Box 2301 
Rockford, IL 61131 
call 815-398-0813 

rockaires@xta.com 

WFSC 2002 Dealer of the Year 


