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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
BY KAREN WEIGT 
President, Wisconsin Federation of 
Stamp Clubs 
 

AN EXTRAORDINARY 2020 
 

      COVID-19 has really 
messed up plans for 
philatelic events. It has 
thrown the WFSC in a 
total dilemma about its 
2020 convention. When 
WISCOPEX 2020, which 
was to be held in Fond 
du Lac in early May was 

cancelled, we looked to the alternative of 
at least a meeting of delegates in Sep-
tember at MILCOPEX. Now that MILCO-
PEX is cancelled, we must explore other 
options. 
      I have called a WFSC Summer Execu-
tive Board meeting for Saturday, August 
8, starting at 10 a.m. It will be done 
through Zoom, so board members won’t 
be leaving their homes. Our first item of 
business will focus on possibilities of 
setting up some kind of meeting of WFSC 
club delegates. It is required by our by-
laws, but extraordinary times might call 
for extraordinary exceptions for a con-
vention in 2020.  
      The WFSC has not missed an annual 
convention of delegates since its incep-
tion in 1932. Times were tough during 

      Ray Perry, our northeast region VP, 
suggests that while club activity is shut 
down, we as individuals can carry on with 
philatelic interaction by sending a 
scanned image of a special stamp or cov-
er to our ATFP editor. Include a sentence 
or two about why it is special to you. 
With today’s technology, it will go virtual 
as a part of an issue of ATFP posted on 
our WFSC website. It could go directly to 
Greg Riesterer, our WFSC webmaster, for 
posting on the website’s exhibits page. 
      Above all, enjoy your stamps and oth-
er people’s as well by taking advantage 
of all the philatelic sites and activities 
now available on the internet. 

World War II and one year in the 1940s 
the annual gathering of Wisconsin clubs 
was only a business meeting of a mini-
mal number of delegates in Milwaukee. 
No exhibition, no banquet, etc. 
      Will 2020 be the first year of no con-
vention at all? Stay tuned for a report of 
decisions made at the August 8 Zoom 
meeting. All WFSC members are invited 
to participate. Send WFSC Secretary 
Clarence Davis an email at davisclar-
ence@gmail.com expressing your inter-
est. He’ll make sure Brian J. Liedtke, our 
Zoom conference coordinator, gets you 
on the invitation list. 
      The WFSC Executive Board also must 
consider how to continue with issues of 
Across the Fence Post. The individual in 
your club who receives hard-copy mail-
ings is already holding at least two is-
sues produced since clubs were restrict-
ed from meeting. How long will this go 
on? There is much to ponder for the 
future of our member clubs. 
      I am optimistic that we’ll eventually 
gather together again to physically 
share our collecting experiences, 
meeting activities, etc. For a while, 
though, we may have to look solely to 
some of the virtual possibilities de-
scribed in MaryAnn Bowman’s “Club 
Connections” column. She lays it on the 
line with a challenge to step into the 
future. 



EDITOR’S LETTER 

BY ALEX GILL 
Editor-in-Chief, Across the Fence Post 
algill737@gmail.com 
 
      I hope this issue of Across The Fence Post finds our readers 
safe and well during these difficult and uncertain times. Unfor-
tunately, a number of annual stamp events have either been 
postponed and/or cancelled. Hopefully the extra time has al-
lowed our readers to turn to their collections. This month’s 
feature article is about one of my favorite collecting interests—
Great Britain’s Machins. In the second article, Milt and Carol 
Wirth of the Northwoods Philatelic Society discuss the regional 
Machin stamps. 

 
      In the extra time I’ve had in 
quarantine, I’ve joined Post-
crossing—an online platform 
that allows its members to send 
and receive postcards from all 
over the world. It’s simple to 
use—request an address, mail a 
postcard and receive a card in 
return. Membership is free and 
it is a great way to spread posi-
tive and uplifting messages to 
others during these challenging 
times. Plus, it is always fun to 
receive interesting stamps and 
postcards from overseas. 
 
A commemorative stamp issued 
by Brazil featuring Postcrossing. 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
PRESIDENT   SE REGION VP 
Karen Weigt   Art Schmitz 
4184 Rose Ct.   E: pescador@milwpc.com 
Middleton, WI 53562  -American Topical Association  
E: klweigt@gmail.com   (Chapter 5) 
    -Germany Philatelic Society  
VICE PRESIDENT    (Chapter 18) 
Brian J. Liedtke   -Milwaukee Philatelic Society 
4625 South Scot Dr.  -Waukesha County Philatelic Soc. 
New Berlin, WI 53131   -Wauwatosa Philatelic Society 
E: bjstamps@yahoo.com  
 
SECRETARY   NE REGION VP 
Clarence Davis   Ray D. Perry 
W4022 Linden Drive  E: fiveperrys@athenet.com 
Malone, WI 53049   -Bay de Noc Stamp & Coin Club 
E: davisclarence@gmail.com  -Green Bay Philatelic Society 
    -Northwoods Philatelic Society 
TREASURER   -Oshkosh Philatelic Society 
Allen E. Vick   -Outagamie Philatelic Society 
2090 River Estate Lane  -Wisconsin Postal History  
Stoughton, WI 53589   Society 
E: aavick2090@gmail.com   
 
VP YOUTH DIVISION  CENTRAL REGION VP 
MaryAnn Bowman   Chuck Rebek 
P.O. Box 1451   E: chasrebek@aol.com 
Waukesha, WI 53187  -Central Wisconsin Stamp Club 
E: maryann15b@mac.com  -Chippewa Valley Stamp Club 
    -Lakeland Stamp & Coin Club 
EAST CENTRAL REGION VP  -Wisconsin Valley Philatelic Soc. 
Don Kurki    
E: kurki@sbcglobal.net  SW REGION VP 
-Fond du Lac Stamp Club  John Paré 
-Kettle Moraine Coin & Stamp Club  E: pare16@mhtc.net 
-Manitowoc Philatelic Society -Badger Stamp Club 
-Sheboygan Stamp Club  -Baraboo Stamp Club 
    -Janesville Stamp Club 
    -Monroe Stamp & Postcard Club 
    -Tri-State Stamp Club 
 
Across The Fence Post is the official publication of the Wisconsin Federation of 
Stamp Clubs, Inc., a 501(c)3 non-profit organization. WFSC is also a life member of 
the APS (since 1953). For more information about WFSC, please visit the website, 
www.wfscstamps.org. 
 
ATFP is published 10 times a year in January, February, March, April, May/June, 
July, August/September, October, November and December. News of Wisconsin 
collectors, club news and other gratis original features are welcomed. The editor 
accepts submissions in any format, but prefers email if possible. The editor reserves 
the right to make editorial changes to submitted copy. Material appearing in ATFP 
not carrying an individual copyright notice may be reproduced only by not-for-profit 
organizations, provided the author(s) and ATFP receive credit or attribution. All 
martials carrying an individual copyright notice are the sole property of the author). 
 
Unless explicitly stated by an officer in conjunction with official WFSC business, 
opinions expressed by the editor or individual authors are not necessarily endorsed 
by the WFSC. Submission deadlines for editorial and advertising material are the 1st 
of the month preceding month of publication (i.e. Jan 1 for Feb issue). Editorial 
matter should be sent to: Alex Gill, Editor ATFP, 3820 Waldo Avenue, Apt. D, Bronx, 
NY 10463, P: (262) 343-6467, E: algill737@gmail.com. Send advertising material to 
Brian J. Liedtke, Advertising Manager, ATFP, 4625 South Scot Dr., New Berlin, WI 
53131, P: (414) 731-9794, E: admanager@wfscstamps.org). For a complete list of 
advertising rates and policies (display, classified, and listings), request a copy from 
the advertising manager. 
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Semi-postal stamps issued by the United Nations featuring 
six key public health practices. The sale surcharge supports 
the COVID-19 Solidarity Response Fund for the World Health 
Organization.  
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BY MARYANN BOWMAN 
Waukesha County Philatelic Society   

 
      While the pandemic has caused a temporary pause in many 
social activities and joblessness has soared, I am reminded of 
an article that I recently read in which Mark Cuban, owner of 
the Dallas Mavericks, had some advice for the millions of Amer-
icans that are out of work. Of particular interest to me was that 
he stated that the first questions that future employers will be 
asking is “What did you learn during the pandemic of 2020?  
What skills did you add during the pandemic of 2020?” 
      The same idea might be applied to stamp clubs. What did 
your club do during the pandemic of 2020? Did your members 
stay in touch through newsletters? Zoom programs? What new 
educational content did you personally learn that will help you 
move forward in the hobby? 
      The American Philatelic Society has made changes to adapt 
to the situation. They have been offering Stamp Chats which 
can be accessed via the internet. They have continued to offer 
many of the same services while working from their homes. 
They have promoted other clubs that have stepped forward to 
share their own programs with collectors from around the 
country and world via Zoom. 
      One APS Stamp Chat that club leadership should consider 
viewing is one that is titled “The Future of Philately is Now” and 
is available on YouTube. Presented by James Gavin of the Rho-
desian Study Circle, it offers a comparison of the traditional and 
the modern collector. These insights might be used to fine tune 
your club and its offerings. It also offers advice for establishing 
a website for your club. 
      What about stamp shows? They too will be changing and 
evolving. As an example, the world’s first virtual international 
stamp show, Stampex, will be held from October 1 - 3, 2020.  
You can visit the show from the comfort of your home - any 
time of day or night as the show will be open 24 hours a day.  
Offering a 3-D experience, you will be able to do the same 
things you would do with a physical presence at a stamp show.  
You will be able to enter the different halls by clicking to move 
around the show floor. You will be able to chat live with deal-
ers, auction houses, philatelic societies, and postal museums.  
You will be able to link to live online stamp shops. You will have 
a virtual briefcase where you can collect price lists, catalogues, 
and more which are then emailed to you at the end of the 
show. Ten talks are scheduled to be hosted in live and recorded 
webinar sessions. All of this is free for visitors to the show. 
      I mention these things because I sense a reluctance by the 
philatelic community to accept change and adapt. Going virtual, 
for example, gives you much broader exposure - whether you 
are a club or a stamp show. What will the new normal be for 
stamp clubs and stamp shows? 

      The Milcopex planning committee announced that Milcopex 
2020 at the Crowne Plaza Milwaukee Airport Hotel has been 
cancelled. The decision was not taken lightly and much discus-
sion as well as involvement and special meetings done through 
phone conferencing with the Milwaukee Philatelic Society 
Board of Directors took place in June. 
      It was determined that we would not be able to hold a 
show that would be safe for visitors as well as show people. 
Hotel contract financial penalties as well as the age and health 
situations of our volunteers, guests, and dealers entered into 
the decision; as well as certain rules and regulations that have 
been enacted by local governing bodies that would eliminate 
or would downsize some of the show activities. 
 

INVITATION TO ATTEND ATA #5 ZOOM MEETINGS 
 

 The August and September ATA #5 meetings will be 
done virtually using Zoom.  And what a program it will be!  If 
you like music, this is a presentation you won’t want to 
miss.  Ellis Bromberg, a former member of the Milwaukee ATA 
chapter, and currently living in Florida has created a two-part 
program titled “The Great American Songbook: The 20th Cen-
tury’s Musical Revolution (on postage stamps).”  The August 
meeting will cover the Civil War through the Great Depres-
sion.  Part 2 will be in September and cover music from Porgy 
and Bess to West Side Story.  Please consider joining us on 
Wednesday, August 12 at 7 PM and Wednesday, September 9 
at 7 PM.  To reserve your spot, please email Rob Henak at 
Henak8010@sbcglobal.net  Hope to see you there! 

CLUB CONNECTIONS MILCOPEX 2020 

mailto:Henak8010@sbcglobal.net
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BY MILT & CAROL WIRTH 
Northwoods Philatelic Society   
 
      Most numerous other than standard Machins are the re-
gionals. Regionals have a symbol of the region or country they 
represent located in the upper left corner. There are four differ-
ent designs for the four regions: Isle of Man, Northern Ireland, 
Scotland and Wales. Regional stamps are sold only at post offic-
es in the region but are valid throughout the United Kingdom. 
 
ISLE OF MAN:  Isle of Man issued Machins in 1971. There are 
only four different values. Counting paper varieties and missing 
phosphor examples, the total varieties for Isle of Man is only 
eight stamps. The heraldic symbol is three legs, a triskelion, 
within a ring-chain pattern characteristic of runic crosses found 
on the island. 

NORTHERN IRELAND: The heraldic symbol for Northern Ireland 
is the Red Hand of Ulster within a six-pointed star, symbolic of 
the six counties that became aligned with the United Kingdom.  
Sometimes the term Right Red Hand of Ulster is used, but this 
symbol sometimes appears as a left hand in heraldry, but not 
on any stamps. 

MACHIN MADNESS — PART 2 

The four values of the Isle of Man issue. 

Two types of this symbol exist 

Type 1 
 
White line on hand is thin and 
sometimes missing 

Type 2 
 
White line on hand is thick 
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SCOTLAND: The heraldic symbol of Scotland is a lion rampant 
(profile, standing erect with forepaws raised). This is the most 
usual position of a carnivorous quadruped. The lion symbolizes 
courage, nobility, royalty, strength, stateliness, and valor. 

WALES: The Welsh symbol is a dragon. This dragon appears in 
Celtic mythology/Welsh folklore. The dragon is named Dewi, 
Welsh for “David” after the patron saint of Wales. Despite the 
fact that Western/European dragons are characterized as evil 
and malevolent creatures that were greedy, tyrannical and 
often represented the darker side of humanity, pre-Christian 
and Welsh dragons are an exception, being fierce but benevo-
lent creatures similar to the dragons of Eastern countries like 
China and Japan. 

The Heraldic emblem is a lion rampant 

The two types of the Lion Rampant: 

Type 1 
 
Eye has white center and is 
not joined to background 

Type 2 
 
Eye is solid and joined to 
background 

Heraldic emblem is a Welsh dragon 

      Collecting regional Machins is an interesting and challenging 
aspect of Machin Madness, especially Isle of Man which could 
almost be considered a finite issue since only four different va-
rieties exist. 

Type 1 
 
Hooks on wings are not attached 

Type  2 
 
Hooks on wings are attached 
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SHOW CALENDAR 
 

 Want to list your event? Contact Karen 
Weigt, 4184 Rose Ct., Madison, WI 
53562  
P: (608) 609-6173 
E: klweigt@gmail.com 
 
This information is current as of July 20, 
2020. Prior to traveling to a show, we 
recommend that you confirm that the 
event is still taking place. 

September 25-27            MILCOPEX 2020 
CANCELLED DUE TO COVID-19 OUT-
BREAK! 
Milwaukee Philatelic Society, judged 
exhibits, bourse, seminars. Crowne Plaza 
Milwaukee Airport, 6401 S. 13th St., 
Milwaukee, WI. Fri. 10a-6p, Sat. 10a-5p, 
Sun. 10a-3p. 
C: www.milcopex.org 
 
October 10                 Monroe Stamp and 
                 Postcard Show 
Monroe Stamp and Postcard Club, 
bourse only. Monroe Moose Lodge 
(behind Farm & Fleet), 639 3rd Ave., 
Monroe, WI. Sat. 9a-3p. 
C: Randy Riese (608) 558-6430 
E: rdriese@tds.net 
 
October 17                  CENWISPEX 2020 
Central Wisconsin Stamp Club, exhibits 
and bourse. Holiday Inn Stevens Point, 
1001 Amber Ave., Stevens Point, WI. 
Sat. 10a-4p. 
C: J.D. Manville (715) 341-5555 
E: jadeco@charter.net 
 
October 17-18            TOSAPEX 2020 
CANCELLED DUE TO COVID-19 OUT-
BREAK! 
Wauwatosa Philatelic Society, bourse 
only. St. Francis Lions Community Cen-
ter, 3476 E. Howard Ave., St. Francis, WI. 
Sat. 10a-5p, Sun. 10a-3p. 
C: Gerald Madritsch (414) 628-7910 
E: gmadritsch@hotmail.com 
 
 

October 24           Tri-State Stamp Expo 
CANCELLED DUE TO COVID-19 OUT-
BREAK! 
Tri-State Stamp Club, bourse only. 
NICC Peosta Campus, 8342 NICC Drive, 
Peosta, IA. Sat. 9a-2p. 
C: Iowa Stamps (563) 582-6247 
E: sales@pfohls.com 
 
November 14   Oshkosh Stamp Bourse 
CANCELLED 
Oshkosh Philatelic Society, bourse on-
ly. Elk’s Club, 175 W. Fernau Ave., Osh-
kosh, WI. Sat. 10a-3p. 
C: Dave Carney (920) 750-3117 
E: dcarney1@new.rr.com 
 

September 19-20         MSDA Fall Show 
CANCELLED DUE TO COVID-19 OUT-
BREAK! 
Midwest Stamp Dealers Association, 
bourse only. Holiday Inn Chicago Oak-
brook, 17W350 22nd St., Oakbrook 
Terrace, IL. Sat. 10a-5p, Sun. 10a-3p. 
 
November 20-22         CHICAGOPEX ‘20 
CANCELLED DUE TO COVID-19 OUT-
BREAK! 
Chicago Philatelic Society, judged ex-
hibits, seminars, and bourse. Westin 
Chicago Northwest Hotel, 400 Park 
Blvd., Itasca, IL. Fri. 10a-6p, Sat. 10a-
6p, Sun. 10a-4p. 
 
December 5-6     MSDA Madison Show 
Midwest Stamp Dealers Association, 
bourse only. Crowne Plaza Hotel Madi-
son, 4402 E. Washington Ave., Madi-
son, WI. Sat. 10a-5p, Sun. 10a-3p. 


