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WFSC CLUBS AT A GLANCE: BADGER STAMP CLUB 

BY NANCY WARNER 
Badger Stamp Club 
 
      Currently the largest stamp club in 
the state, the Badger Stamp Club (“BSC”) 
of Madison meets on the first and third 
Saturday afternoons of the month.  
Meetings take place at Oakwood Village, 
a retirement community on the west side 
of Madison. At this time the club has an 
enrollment of over 100 dues-paying ac-
tive members. At least 25-40 members 
are usually in attendance at a typical 
meeting.   
      The first meeting of the month is an 
informational meeting with a speaker or 
presentation on some philatelic topic.   
Topics for meetings still to come include 
Fakes and Forgeries, the Beginning of 
U.S. Coil Stamps, Dealing with Inherited 
Collections, and Philatelic Jeopardy.  
Member bourses are also held twice a 
year at one of the first monthly 
meetings. 
      A new addition to this year’s first 
monthly meeting is the presence of one 
of two very large boxes that were ob-
tained from the American Philatelic Soci-
ety (“APS”). APS offers such boxes to any 
APS club or member for the cost of mail-
ing, or can be picked up for free at the 
APS office in Pennsylvania. Each box in-
cludes a huge number of stamps. Many 
estimate the number of stamps in each 
box at over 50,000, but no one has vol-
unteered to count! Badger club members 

are given paper plates and baggies that 
allow them to sort through handfuls of 
stamps from the box and take any 
stamps that they desire. Also new to the 
first monthly meetings this year are 
lottery drawings for purchased or do-
nated stamps with some higher values – 
each member receives a free lottery 
ticket and the one with the lucky draw-
ing gets the lot! 
      The second meeting of the month is 
always an auction that allows members 
to sell at a  commission-free sale. The 
auctions also include donated lots, with 
proceeds going to the club. Bidding is 
frequently exuberant with a lot of U.S. 
and foreign material, as well as philatel-
ic supplies, all available at bargain pric-
es. 
      BSC is an offshoot of the Madison 
Stamp Club that started in the 1930s as 
a University club. BSC was formed in 
1959 primarily for younger members 
and others not affiliated with the 

University. Eventually the Madison 
Stamp Club folded with any remaining 
members joining BSC. The club celebrat-
ed its 60th anniversary this year with a 
large cake. At another meeting the club 
purchased a birthday cake to share in 
honor of its oldest member, who turned 
100 in 2019. 
      The club has been served by a faith-
ful slate of officers for a number of 
years that includes Charles Shoemaker 
as President, Pete Smith as Vice Presi-
dent, Karen Weigt as secretary and Curt 
Shawkey as treasurer. 
      Every year the club hosts Danepex, 
one of the largest stamp shows in the 
state.  Next year’s Danepex will com-
memorate the 100th anniversary of the 
adoption of the 19th amendment giving 
women the right to vote.  The show 
takes place on Sunday, April 5, 2020 and 
will feature 14 dealers, judged philatelic 
exhibits, general appraisals, silent auc-
tions, and a youth/adult beginners 
room. In 2019, BSC also hosted Wi-
scopex, the state-wide convention and 
stamp show of the Wisconsin Federa-
tion of Stamp Clubs. 
      The club welcomes new members. 
Annual dues are only $5. For more In-
formation, check out 
www.wfscstamps.org/Clubs/Badger or 
contact President Charles Shoemaker. 
 
 

Figure 1: US Scott 957 (1948) 

http://www.wfscstamps.org/Clubs/Badger.shtml


EDITOR’S LETTER 

BY ALEX GILL 
Editor-in-Chief, Across the Fence Post 
algill737@gmail.com 
 
      I recently returned from a trip to Brazil with my partner to 
visit family as well as sightsee and make a side trip to Argenti-
na.  One of the highlights was visiting Rio de Janeiro. We saw 
the popular tourist spots such as the beaches and made the 
journeys up the mountains to visit the Christ Redeemer and 
Sugarloaf Mountain.  Despite many tourists, the warm and sun-
ny weather was perfect for the vacation! 
       As a philatelist, any trip overseas would not be complete 
without making acquisitions for my ever growing stamp collec-
tion. I have made it a habit to visit post offices to send post-
cards from overseas to friends and family and ask them to save 
the cards. The Brazilian post office (Correios) is similar to the 
United States, except that instead of standing in line, one must 
pick a number, take a seat and wait for their number to be 
called. The post office was gracious in showing me their stamp 
selection and since I am a collector, they referred me to the 
main post office in Rio de Janeiro. 
       As it turns out, the 30 minute drive across Rio was worth 
it—the main post office holds one of the main philatelic offices 
in Brazil and caters to collectors.  I spent about an hour looking 
through many years worth of stamp issues and picking out ma-
terial for my collection!  If you have the chance to visit Rio, 
make it a point to visit the main post office. 
      In this issue, two feature articles take center stage. The first 
is about one of my favorite topics, Machin stamps and the sec-
ond, by Ray Perry is about Wisconsin’s unique role in Olympic 
Speed Skating!  Happy Reading! 
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Figures 1-2: (L) The downtown Rio de Janeiro Correios and 
(R) their outdoor mailbox. 
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BY MARYANN BOWMAN 
Waukesha County Philatelic Society   
 
      In the last issue, I  challenged clubs and individuals to 
“grow” philatelically. The Milwaukee Philatelic Society, in 2019, 
under the leadership of its new president, Gary Meyer, set 
forth to make changes and in the process to increase member-
ship. A set of goals was established early in the year and a re-
view of the strategic plan at the December 2019 meeting 
showed just how successful the group had been in meeting its 
goals. MPS was able to find a new venue, increase membership, 
as well as get a website up and running. Still to be worked on is 
an outreach program - something that many clubs find difficult 
to implement. 
      The Green Bay Philatelic Society challenged its members to 
create a display of Christmas philatelic items for their Decem-
ber meeting. The display could take any form from a single 
page, material laid out on a table, display boards, album pages, 
etc. The ATA Chapter 5 used that thought as a basis for a multi-
month display that members will be creating and working on 
over the first four months of 2020.   
      The impetus for the project was a donation of interesting 
foreign covers, many that had more than one stamp affixed.  
The “chosen” cover will be the centerpiece of the exhibit - the 
“piece” that the rest of the display will be based on. Each mem-
ber selected a cover that had special appeal to them - it might 
have related to a specific topic, a country, a color, etc. After the 
cover was selected, members shared their “new” collecting 
interest and then the members began to “dig” through donated 
U.S. and foreign stamps to find items that would compliment or 
enhance their chosen subject.   

      During the next few months, a part of each evening pro-
gram will be devoted to rummaging through donated stamps 
and covers to find additional material. The end result will be a 
display that will be shared at the May meeting. The display can 
take any form: poster board, on stock cards, affixed to album 
pages, etc. Ideally, the display will be a new collecting interest 
and not a continuation of a collection already started. 
      Auctions are a mainstay program for most stamp clubs.  
Both the Madison and Waukesha clubs are trying commission-
free auctions during 2020. The clubs have sufficient monies in 
their treasuries. Additionally it was felt that more members 
might participate and more lots generated if no commission 
was charged. 
      The Green Bay Philatelic Society had an interesting January 
program - “Things that I Found on YouTube” - which I assume 
to be philatelic in nature.  Their February program sounds 
equally interesting as members of the club are each going to 
give short two two-to 3-minute talks on selected individuals 
(names drawn from a hat) portrayed on the Great American 
series issued between 1980 and 1999 - a perfect tribute to 
some famous Americans who are not well known and recog-
nized for their contributions to our country. 
 I’d love to hear what your club is doing - send your 
newsletters, comments, and ideas to me via snail mail or email. 
  

CLUB CONNECTIONS 
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   BY KAREN WEIGT 
   President, Wisconsin Federation of Stamp     
   Clubs 
 
     BRIAN J. LIEDTKE APPOINTED NEW ATFP 
AD MANAGER 
The WFSC is delighted to announce that Brian 
J. Liedtke, of New Berlin, Wis., has volunteered 

to take over as ATFP ad manager. Brian is also our current 
WFSC vice president and a former WFSC president. He addition-
ally is a WFSC certified judge.  
      Effective immediately, please contact Brian for all matters 
related to ATFP ads. Brian’s contact information is Brian J. 
Liedtke, Advertising Manager ATFP, 4625 South Scot Dr., New 
Berlin, WI 53131, 414-731-9794, admanager@wfscstamps.org. 
      While we welcome Brian, we are most grateful to John St. 
Onge. John held the position since 2015 and resigned as of the 
December 2019 issue to devote more time to the MILCOPEX 
Committee. John is credited with adding several new ATFP ad-
vertisers and passing on impeccable records to his successor. 
Greg Riesterer, our WFSC webmaster, served as interim ad 
manager. We owe him many thanks, too.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DANEPEX ‘20 CALL FOR EXHIBITS—ENTRIES DUE MARCH 20 
      DANEPEX ’20 will be held Sunday, April 5, at the Crowne 
Plaza Hotel in Madison, Wis. The annual exhibiting competition 
is open to all Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs members. 
Exhibit classes offered are: 

•  Single-frame statewide championship 
•  Open multiframe 

•  Youth 
•  Non-competitive exhibits will be accepted pending space 
available  

 
      Two certified judges will determine the exhibit awards. En-
ter DANEPEX and apply judging comments to upgrade your 
exhibit for WISCOPEX 2020 scheduled four weeks later on May 
2-3. 
      To request a DANEPEX exhibit entry form and for more de-
tails of the competition, contact Exhibits Chairman John Pare at 
608-852-7358, pare16@mhtc.net. 

      
WISCOPEX ’20 CALL FOR EXHIBITS – ENTRIES DUE APRIL 1 
      Both experienced and novice exhibitors are Invited to enter 
exhibits at WISCOPEX ’20. The show is scheduled for May 2-3 at 
the Masonic Center, 500 W. Arndt St., Fond du Lac, Wis. 
       Consider participating in the non-competitive four-and 
eight-page exhibit division. Its purpose is to promote philately 
to the public by making them aware of the wide range of col-
lecting interests that can be used to tell a philatelic story. It is 
aimed at encouraging beginning exhibitors to share their phila-
telic material and get a taste of this aspect of philately. These 
exhibits are not judged and there are no frame fees. 
      Please note the theme for MILCOPEX ’20 is hometown post-
al history. Try preparing a four- or eight-page exhibit of your 
hometown postal history for WISCOPEX in May and enter it 
again at MILCOPEX in September. 
      Of course, we’re also offering the traditional exhibit divi-
sions that include Champion of Champions, Open (including 
Display), Single-frame, Youth, and Non-competitive. Frames are 
limited and on a first-come, first-served basis. 
      Request a prospectus and exhibit entry form from Exhibits 
Chair David Borchert: david.borchert@yahoo.com or (920) 921-
0526.  These documents, which include rules and further infor-
mation, are also available online at www.wfscstamps.org. Just 
click on WISCOPEX. 

FEDERATION NEWS 

mailto:pare16@mhtc.net
http://www.wfscstamps.org/


MACHIN MADNESS 
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BY MILT & CAROL WIRTH 
Northwoods Philatelic Society 
 
      Simplicity in design and production were distinguishing 
features about the first group of the new definitive sterling 
value pre-decimal Machin series of stamps introduced on June 
5, 1967, continuing to March 5, 1969. The basis for the design 
was a photograph of Queen Elizabeth II taken by Lord Snow-
don from which Arnold Machin produced a series of bas re-
liefs. It was decided to omit any inscription other than the 
value and to print the stamps on unwatermarked paper. 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  On June 5, 1967 the first three values of the Machin series 
were issued.  They were the 4d dark sepia, the 1/ aconite vio-
let and the 1/9 bicolored orange and black. 
 

Figure 1: Arnold Machin with Bas relief. 

Figure 2: The First Machin stamp. 

         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      In 1969, because the dark sepia and 5d royal blue were 
often confused when viewed under artificial lighting the 4d 
color was changed to vermilion and the 8d which was already 
vermilion was changed to turquoise blue. 
      Great Britain went “decimal” February 15, 1971 in the mid-
dle of a postal strike which lasted until March 10.  Most sub-
post offices remained open, so it was possible to buy the new 
stamps and have them cancelled. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Only one Machin was ever printed using letterpress, also 
called surface printing, and that was the 1st NVI (no value indi-
cated) large head Machin in the Profile on Print prestige book-
let of 1999.  It is considered by some to be the ugliest Machin 
ever produced and is described as “crude” and “funereal.” 

Figure 3: A First Day Cover of the first three values. 

Figure 4: Set of pre-decimal Machins. 

Figure 5: some of the first decimal Machins. 

Figure 6: The “crude” Machin. 
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         Over the years, because of postal rate changes due to 
inflation, a bewildering number of Machin stamps have been 
issued in new values and colors, and old values have been re-
introduced in new colors. Numerous booklet panes and coils 
of this period added further to the complexity of this issue. 
      Most Machins are normal definitive size for low values. 
However, there are at least twenty-four stamps that are sized 
and shaped differently. 
        The first large stamps were the four pre-decimal values: 
2/6, 5/, 10/ and £1.00.  These Machins were issued in 1969 
using the intaglio printing process, which is also called recess 
printing, from engraved dyes.  These were followed by four 
new decimal currency high values: 10p, 20p, 50p, and £1.00. 

      “Mutant Machins” is a term created by an Australian 
Machin specialist named Albert Ferrugia. They are the 1840 
Anniversary issue values, also called doubleheaders; the Mil-
lennium stamp issued in 1999; and the Universals, named 
because they are used to send mail everywhere around the 
world and the 2006 short-lived NVI (no value indicated) rede-
signs. 

Figure 7: Large pre-decimal high values 1969 Intaglio (recess) 
printing. 

Figure 8: Large decimal currency high values 1970 Intaglio 
(recess) printing. 

Figure 9: A set of regional Machins. 

Figure 10: Final Cast from 1967. 

       Four regional Machin designs were also issued for the Isle 
of Man, Northern Ireland, Scotland, and Wales. Regionals have 
a symbol representing the region or country they represent in 
the upper left corner. The heraldic symbols are Isle of Man—
three legs within a ring-chain pattern, characteristic of runic 
crosses found in that country; Northern Ireland—the Right Red 
Hand of Ulster within a six-pointed star, symbolic of the six Irish 
counties that are part of Great Britain; Scotland—a lion ram-
pant with forelegs raised; and Wales—the Welsh dragon. 

Figure 9: Mutant Machins 

      For the past 53 years since it was first issued in 1967, the 
basic design of the Machin with Queen Elizabeth II’s bust has 
not been altered except for different colors and values.  Queen 
Elizabeth, however, has changed in physical appearance as she 
has grown older, but the image her subjects see every day 
when they mail their correspondence has kept her forever 
young.  
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BY RAY D. PERRY 
Green Bay Philatelic Society 
 
      There is a strong tradition of speed 
skating in Wisconsin. For example, did 
you know that the first U.S. Olympic 
speed skating time trials were held in 
Oconomowoc? The Pettit National Ice 
Center in West Allis near State Fair Park 
is a U.S. Olympic Training Center for 
hockey, figure skating, and short track 
speed skating. 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
      Forty years ago, Madison native Eric 
Heiden won five gold medals at the 1980 
Winter Olympics in Lake Placid, New 
York. This established a world record for 
the most speed skating gold medals won 
by an individual in one Olympics. Eric’s 
sister, Beth, had been dominant on the 
women’s side of the sport going into the 
1980 Olympics, but suffered an ankle 
injury just before the Olympics.  Despite 
that, she still won a bronze medal in the 
3,000 meters race. 

      Other well-know Wisconsin speed 
skaters include Peter Mueller (gold 
medal in 1976 at Innsbruck), Dan Im-
merfall (bronze medal in 1976 at Inns-
bruck), Dan Jansen (gold medal in 1994 
at Lillehammer), Chris Witty (silver and 
bronze medals in 1998 at Nagano and a 
gold in 2002 at Salt Lake City), and Ca-
sey FitzRandolph (gold in 2002 at Salt 
Lake City). 

WISCONSIN & SPEED SKATING 

Figure 3: US Scott 1795, a speed skater, 
issued for the 1980 Winter Olympics. 

Figure 1: Scott 716, issued for the 
1932 Winter Olympics held in Lake 
Placid, New York. 

Figure 2: Poland Scott 1564, issued in 
1968 for the Winter Olympics in Greno-
ble, France. 

Figure 4: Panama Scott 484d, issued 
in 1968 for the Winter Olympics in 
Grenoble, France. 

      This year’s Olympics will be the Sum-
mer Olympics, recall that up through 
1992 the Winter and Summer Olympics 
were held during the same year.  After 
1992 the Olympics were staggered so 
that we had an Olympics every other 
year instead of every fourth year.  The 
2020 Summer Olympics will be held in 
Tokyo from July 24 through August 9. 
      While we do not even have a Winter 
Olympics this year, it is still worth re-
membering Heiden’s tremendous fete of 
winning five speed skating gold medals in 
the same Olympics. Oh, and let’s not 
forget that other tremendous event at 
those same games 40 years ago: “The 
Miracle on Ice” which of course is when 
the U.S. hockey team won gold. That’s a 
story for another column. 

  

Figure 5: Canada Scott 1130, issued for 
the 1988 Winter Olympics in Calgary. 

Figure 6: a speed skater depicted on 
United States Scott 2613 issued in 
1992 for the 1992 Winter Olympics 
held in Albertville, France. 

Figure 7: Yugoslavia Scott 1668, issued 
for the 1984 Winter Olympics held in 
then Sarajevo, Yugoslavia. 
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SHOW CALENDAR 
 

 Want to list your event? Contact Karen 
Weigt, 4184 Rose Ct., Madison, WI 
53562  
P: (608) 609-6173 
E: klweigt@gmail.com 

February 8  60th Annual Exhibi-
tion &  Bourse  
Janesville Stamp Club, bourse and exhib-
its. Holiday Inn Express, 3100 Wellington 
Place, Janesville, WI. Sat. 9:30a4p.  
C: Aimee Devine, 2111 E. Luther Rd.,  
Janesville, WI 53545, (608) 758-1354  
E: spanishmoss72@sbcglobal.net 
 
Feb. 29-March 1             STAMPFEST ‘20 
Milwaukee Philatelic Society, bourse 
only. St. Aloysius Gonzaga Hall, 1441 S. 
92nd St., West Allis, WI. Sat. 10a-5p, 
Sun. 10a-3p. 
C: Robert J. Mather (262) 968-2392 
E: burrobob@wi.rr.com 
 
March 21      BAYPEX ‘20 
Green Bay Philatelic Society, bourse and 
exhibits. St. Matthew Catholic Church, 
Multipurpose room, 2575 S. Webster 
Ave., Green Bay, WI (parking in rear). 
Sat. 9a-4p. 
C: Mark Schroeder (920) 337-9616 
E: markthetuba@gmail.com 
 
April 5    DANEPEX ‘20 
Badger Stamp Club, judged exhibits & 
bourse. Crowne Plaza Hotel, 4402 E. 
Washington Ave. (across from East 
Towne Mall), Madison, WI. Sun. 10a-4p. 
C: Bob Voss (608) 838-1033, P.O. Box 35, 
McFarland, WI 53558 
E: lestamps@charter.net 
 
May 2-3              WISCOPEX 2020 
WFSC 89th Annual Convention, hosted 
by the Fond du Lac Stamp Club, judged 
exhibits, seminars, bourse and auction. 
Fond du Lac Masonic Center, 500 W. 
Arndt St., Fond du Lac, WI. Sat. 10a-5p, 
Sun. 10a-3p. 
C: Clarence Davis (920) 929-9194 
E: davisclarence@gmail.com 

July 11   Bay de Noc Stamp & 
  Coin Show 
Bay de Noc Stamp and Coin Club, 
bourse only. Bay College, 2000 N. 30th 
Street, Joseph Heirman Buildings, 
Room 952 (accessed from Danforth 
Rd.), Escanaba, MI. Sat. 10a-3p EAST-
ERN STANDARD TIME. 
C: Richard Reiffers (906) 233-9261 
E: rgrpaperboy@earthlink.net 
 
July 25  14th Annual Lake-
land Coin and Stamp Summer Show 
Lakeland Stamp and Coin Club, bourse 
only. Woodruff Town Hall, Hwy. 47E, 
Woodruff, WI. Sat. 9a-2p. 
C: Dean Martin (715) 356-9453 

 
March 20-22            ASDA Midwest 
  Postage Stamp Show 
American Stamp Dealers Association, 
bourse only. Holiday Inn Chicago 
Northbrook, 17W350 22nd St., Oak-
brook Terrace, IL. Fri. & Sat. 10a-5p., 
Sun. 10a-3p. 
 
March 21-22          Rockford 2-3-4                          
           Stamp Expo 
Rockford Stamp Club, bourse & exhib-
its. Forest Hills Lodge, 1601 W. Lane 
Rd., (Hwy 173), Rockford/Loves Park, 
IL. Sat. 10a-5p, Sun 10a-4p. 
 
May 16-17 MSDA Milwaukee 
Stamp Show 
Midwest Stamp Dealers Association, 
bourse only. Crowne Plaza Milwaukee 
Airport, 6401 S. 13th St., Milwaukee, 
WI. Sat. 10a-5p, Sun. 10a-3p. 
 
May 29-31              COMPEX ‘20 
Chicago Area Philatelic Societies, 
judged exhibits & bourse. Guerin Col-
lege Prep., 8001 W. Belmont Ave., Riv-
er Grove, IL. Fri. & Sat. 10a-6p. Sun. 
10a-4p. 
 
 


