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1998 Convention/ 
Exhibition Wrap-up 
The 1998 WFSC 
convention/exhibition 
(WISCOPEX) was 
held in Appleton , WI , 
on April 25-26 . The 
show opened at 10 
a.m. on Saturday 
morning with the 
judging team of Jim 
Maher, Frank Moertl 
and Claude Giralte beginning their task at 

hand . Dealers offered a wide variety of 
material for novice to advanced collectors . The 
youth table provided many activities and was 

well attended both days of the show. 
The Annual Business Meeting was called to 

order at I p.m. on Saturday, with the invoca

tion presented by Verna Shackleton. Twenty

three delegates/alternate delegates attended this 
year's meeting to represent 20 of the WFSC 's 

32 clubs . Individuals within the 32 clubs total 

1,065 , and our members-at-large have grown 

to 16. Reports by officers and committees can 

be found on pp. 5-7 . 
The meeting included special recognition of 

Al Marcus , Robert Mather, and Henry (Hank) 

Schmidt , who ·each received a President ' s 

Award for outstanding service to the WFSC. 

Future convention hosts are: 

1999 - Wauwatosa Philatelic Society 

2000 - Badger Stamp Club (Madison) 

2001 - Sheboygan Stamp Club and 

Manitowoc Philatelic Society 

As we generally schedule five years in ad

vance, we need host clubs for conventions 

2002 and 2003 . 
The 1998 banquet was held at the Green 

Mill restaurant , where all enjoyed the good 

food and conversation . The highlight of the 

evening was the announcement of exhibition 

winners and presentation of awards . This 

year's Champion of Champions award went to 

Robert Lieb, Best of Show to Charles Shoe

maker, You~ Grand to Michael Brooks , and 

Youth Reserve Grand to Sara Henak. Seep. 7 

for a complete listing of exhibits and awards. 

The 1998 WFSC Dealer Recognition 

Award was presented to Carl and Phyllis 

Ziesemer of Plainex Stamps . 
Thank you to Jim Maher for presenting the 

exhibition awards and congratulations to all the 

honorees. 
Several members attended the annual 

Wisconsin Postal History Society meeting held 

on Sunday morning . 
Of special interest this year was an auction 

conducted by Bill Robinson on Sunday after

noon. It attracted spirited competition for the 

auction material and helped increase atten

dance and interest in the show. 
Now it ' s time to thank the Outagamie 

Philatelic Society for hosting this 67th WFSC 

convention and exhibition . The following 

individuals are to be commended for a job well 

done : WISCOPEX co-Chrmn. Al Marcus and 

Gene Clark, Site Chrmn . Darwin Hintz, 

Exhibits Chrmn. Verna Shackleton, and all the 

other OPS members who worked so hard 

behind the scenes . Countless hours go into 

hosting a WISCOPEX and all involved, 

including the dealers, deserve a big thank-you 

from the WFSC officers and members. 
Finally , a thank-you to the WFSC officers, 

committees members, and general members, 

too, for your continued support of your 

federation . I hope you and your families have 

a safe and enjoyable summer . ■ 

WFSC Announcements 

CHRIS NORTHWOOD ELECTED 1999 
CENTRAL REGIONAL VP 
Delegates at the 1998 Annual Business Meet

ing elected Chris Northwood to serve as the 

next Central Region VP . He will assume the 

position on January I, 1999. Chris is a mem

ber of the Central Wisconsin Stamp Club, a 

WFSC judge, and son of Roy Northwood. 

who is a former Central Region VP . 

1998-99 SHOW /BO URSE/MEETING 
INFO FLIER 
The flier will be updated and sent with the 

September issue of Across the Fence Post . If 

you want your show/bourse to appear on the 

list covering events through the summer of 

1999, send details by no later than August 15, 
1998, to ATFP Editor Karen Weigt. 

CLUB MAILING LIST 
An updated 1998 WFSC-member-club mailing 

list is available for direct-mail club show/event 

publicity purposes . Request a copy from: 

WFSC Central Office and Secretary , Karen 

Weigt (address showri on p. 2) . Note : the list 

is for WFSC member-club use only . 

(more announcements on p. 3) 

Plainex Stamps Receives 1998 
WFSC Dealer Recognition Award 

Phyllis and Carl Ziesemer (I.) of Plainex Stamps 
receive award certificate from 
WFSC President Greg Schmidt 



August 29 
FONDYPEX '98 

Fond du Lac Stamp Club 
American Legion Memorial Clubhouse 

500 Fond du Lac Av., Fond du Lac 
(Contact: Fred Ericksen, P.O. Box 821, 

fond du Lac. WI 54936-0821) 

October 3 
SHEPEX '98 

Sheboygan Stamp Club 
Rehabilitation Center of Sheboygan, 1305 

St. Clair Ave., Sheboygan (Contact: SSC, 
P 0. Box 907, Sheboygan, WI 53082) 

Show Calendar and Registry 
List your show, bourse, auction or event 

~ FREE for WFSC member-club shows - classified rates for 
non-members and all other events 

September 12 
WALCOPEX '98 

Walworth County Stamp Club 
. YMCA Building, Wells St., Lake Geneva 
(Contact: WCSC, P.O. Box 272, Williams 

Bay, WI 53191) 

October 10 
DANEPEX '98 

Badger Stamp Club 
Abundant Life Christian School, 490 I E. 
Buckeye Rd., Madison (Contact: Karen 
Weigt, 4184 Rose Ct., Middleton, WI 

53562 - (608) 836-1509) 

September 18-20 
MILCOPEX '98 

Milwaukee Philatelic Society 
Wisconsin State fair Park, Milwaukee/ 

West Allis, 1-94 & 84th St. (Gate 5) 
(Contact: MPS. P.O. Box 2980, 
Milwaukee, WI 53201 -1980) 

October 11 
28th ANNUAL AUTUMN SHOW 

Cooney Numismatists and Philatelists, Ltd. 
Oconomowoc Community Center 

324 W. Wisconsin Ave., Oconomowoc 
(Contact: Richard Dama, 35442 Carriage 

Ct. , Oconomowoc, WI 53066 -
(414) 567-3262) 

November 14-15 
FALL COIN & STAMP SHOW 

Kettle Moraine Coin and Stamp Club 
Location to be determined. 

Patronize our ATFP 
Advertisers! 

September 26-27 
WaUSApex '98 

Wisconsin Valley Philatelic Society 
VFW Hall, 388 River Dr., Wausau 

(Contact: WVPS, P.O. Box 71 , Wausau. 
WI 54402-0071 ) 

October 24-25 
TOSAPEX '98 

Wauwatosa Philatelic Society 
St. Aloysius Gonzaga Hall, 1435 So. 92nd 

St., West Allis (Contact: john Fagan, 
Wl40N7470 Lilly Rd., Menomonee fall s, 

WI 53051 - (414) 251-0617) 

May 8-9, 1999 
WISCOPEX '99 

hosted by Wauwatosa Philatel ic Society 
Hart Park Recreational Bldg., North 72nd 
& West State St.. Wauwatosa (Contact: 

Claude Giralte, 253 Highland Ave ., 
Grafton, WI 53024 -
phone (414) 377-9590) 

ACROSS THE FENCE POST is the officia l pub li cation 
of the Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs, Inc .. a 
50 I(c)3 non-profit organization and li fe member of the 
APS since 1953 . For WFSC membership information, 
contact the Central Office . 

ATFP is published monthly Sept. -Apr. ; bimonthly May-Aug. 
News of Wisconsin collectors, club news and gratis original articles 
related to phi late ly are we lcomed . The editor accepts submissions in 
any fo rmat, but reserves the right to make minor editing changes to 
conform with our sty le sheet. Materia l not carrying an individual 
copyright notice may be reproduced only by not-fo r-profit organiza
tions, provided the author(s) and publication receive credit for any 
reprinted material. Unless explicitly stated by an officer in conj unc
tion with official WFSC business , opinions expressed by individual 
authors are not necessarily endorsed by the WFSC . 

Submission deadlines a r e for the month preceding month of 
publication as follows: advertising-1st of the month; editoria l 
matter-5th of the month . Send editorial matter and stamp show 
calendar and cover li stings to: Karen Weigl , Edito r, ATFP, 4184 Rose 
Ct. , Middleton, WI 53562 - phone (608) 836- 1509 
(karenweigt@compuserve.com]. Send ads to : Jim and Renee Seiler, 
Advertising Managers , ATFP, P.O . Box 247, Reedsvi lle , WI 54230 -
phone (920) 772-4297. For a complete list of adve rtising rates and 
policies (di splay, classified and listings) , see the July-August '97 issue of 
ATFP, or request a copy from the adve rti sing managers. 



WFSC Announcements (cont'd) 

WISCONSIN SESQUICENTENNIAL 

CANCELS LIST AVAILABLE 

The list of Wisconsin statehood sesquicenten

nial community event pictorial cancels has 

grown to over 100. The latest update received 

from Postmaster Evelyn Leystra , of Randolph, 

WI, includes cancel dates through mid

September. To receive a copy , send a SASE to 

ATFP Editor Karen Weigt. 

© MANY THANK-YOUS TO: 

Italian American Stamp Club, North Shore 

Philatelic Society of Milwaukee, and Bill 
Otto - The WFSC deeply appreciates your 

monetary donations in memory of Ruby Otto, 

who gave so much of her time and energy in 

support of many Milwaukee-area clubs. 

Outagamie Philatelic Society - It was most 

gracious of you to pick up the funding for 

WISCOPEX '98 judging fees and banquet 

tickets for the 1998 WFSC Dealer Recognition 

Award honorees . 

Bob Sparks - We applaud your help in 

taking over the WFSC society table while 

regular staffers attended the Annual Business 

Meeting held at WISCOPEX '98 . 

Rollie Juhnke - Our sincere thanks for the 

assistance you always willingly provide when 

the WFSC is represented with a society table . 

Thank you also for another great set of 

WISCOPEX photos! 

Hank Schmidt - What would we do without 

your first-day cover advice and cancelling 

expertise? Your assistance during Statehood 

Weekend at Madison was most appreciated. 

George Cook, Bob Lieb, and Mike 

Lybarger, of the Badger Stamp Club -

Much gratitude to each of you for helping to 

prepare and sell the WFSC's Wisconsin 

Statehood first-day covers. 

Club News 
POLISH AMERICAN STAMP CLUB 

HONORS POLISH FEST '98 

POLISH FE S T STATIO N 
M ILWAUKEE , WI 53203 

JUNE 19. 1998 

• POLAND$ INDEPENDENCE 
BO YEARS 1918-1998 

POPE JOHN PAUL II 
20 YEARS 1976- 1998 

In honor of 
POLISH FEST 

'98 (June 19-21), 

the Polish 
American Stamp 

Club has pro
duced a set of 

three multicol

ored postcards featuring the Polish eagle and 

the Pope. The postcards are canceled with a 

special POLISH FEST pictorial postmark. To 

order the set of three , send $2 .50 and a SASE 

to: Polish American Stamp Club. Box 1920, 

Milwaukee , WI 53201. Make checks payable 

to the Polish American Stamp Club . 

CHIPPEWA VALLEY STAMP CLUB 

SECOND-DAY STATEHOOD COVERS 

On May 30, members of the Chippewa Valley 

Stamp Club joined the U.S. Postal Service at 

Eau Claire's Chippewa Valley Museum for a 

Wisconsin Statehood stamp event with a 

special cancel. The cancel is available on the 

WFSC all-purpose covers via mail order for 

$1 each and a SASE. Send orders to : Mike 

Zlotnick , Pres ., Chippewa Valley Stamp Club, 

227 Country Club Ln ., Altoona, WI 54920. 

WISCONSIN VALLEY PHILATELIC 

SOCIETY ANNOUNCES WAUSAPEx '98 

The annual show will be held September 26-27 

at the VFW Hall, 388 River Dr., Wausau. 

Features include exhibits , a U.S. Postal 

Service substation, youth table, and bourse . To 

reserve a table at the bourse, contact Jim 

Johnson at (715) 359-4326 . 

MILCOPEX '98 IN DIFFERENT ST ATE 

FAIR PARK BUILDING 
MILCOPEX '98, sponsored by the Milwaukee 

Philatelic Society, is scheduled for September 

18-20 at the Wisconsin State Fair Park in 

Milwaukee/West Allis. Visitors might want to 

r--------- - - - ----- ----- - --7 
MEMBERS ONLY FREE CLASSIFIED AD 

I Maximum free ad 25 words twice a year. Must be WFSC member club , member-at-large 

I (MAL), or individual belonging to a WFSC member club . Each abbreviated word counts 

I as one word (MNH = 3 words) (U .S . = 2 words), and two-word cities = 2 words. 

Include club name, MAL status , or name of club in which you hold membership: not 

I included in 25-word count. Deadline 1st of the month preceding month of issue . Send to: 

I Jim and Renee Seiler, Ad Mgrs. , ATFP, P.O. Box 247, Reedsville, WI 54230. 

I ,----
1 

1----
I----
1----
1 Free Ad Eligibility (Club/MAL/Club Membership): 
L ____ _ __ _ _ _ _ __ ____________ J 

keep in mind that although the show 's general 

location is the same as usual , this year's event 

will be held in the Youth Center rather than in 

the Trade Mart Building . 

MILCOPEX '98 is host to the American 

Helvetia Philatelic Society ' s annual meeting. 

Plans are for a 35-dealer bourse . 

The exhibit prospectus and entry form is 

currently available. To request a copy , write 

to: G.C . Yost, P.O. Box 1013 , Milwaukee , 

WI 53201 -1013 . 

November 1999 marks the Milwaukee 

Philatelic Society ' s 100 anniversary' 

DAVID ALDRICH 
STAMPS 

Austria 
Switze rland 

Liechtenstein 
Canada 

Baltic & Former Soviet 
Union Countries 

At Kenosha Bourse 
VFW Hall 

6618 39th Ave. 

Aug. 16 
Sept. 27 
Oct. 18 

Nov. 15 
Dec. 20 

P.O. Box 513 
Arlington Heights, IL 60006 

(847) 253-0085 

PLAINEX 
STAMPS 

Handling -
(Carl & Phyllis) 

• Germany & Colonies 
• Great Britain & Colonies 
• Japan 
• Switzerland 
• Most other major European countries 

See us at these Wisconsin shows: 
TRl-PEX '98, June 27-28, West Allis 
FONDYPEX '98, Aug. 29, Fond du Lac 
WALCOPEX '98, Sept. 12, Lake Geneva 
MILCOPEX '98, Sept. I 8-20, Milwaukee 
SH E PEX '98, Oct. 3, Sheboygan 
DANEPEX '98, Oct. I 0, Madison 
TOSAP EX '98, Oct. 24-25, West Allis 

P.O. Box #6 
Des Plaines, IL 60016 

(847) 827-3589 
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A View of WISCOPEX '98 

The Henakfamily claimed three golds - father Robert 

Henakfor "An Incomplete Overview of State Marijuana 

Tax Stamps, " daughters Danielle (lower left) for 

"Horses Around the World " and Sara (lower right) for 

"Puma Concolor. " Mrs. Henak beams with pride for all 

rhese first-time exhibirors. 

Henry (Hank) Schmidt (1.) receives a President 's 

Awardfrom WFSC President Greg S. Schmidt. 

Two more who received a President 's Award: 

Al Marcus (1.) and Robert Mather (r.). 

Officers at rhe annual Wisconsin Postal History Society 

meering: (l. lo r.) Jim Maher, Frank Moerrl, Greg Schmid/ 

Adam and Clinton Schimelpfenig ar the youth table. ► 

Exhibits Chrmn. 
Verna Shackle/On 
posring ribbons. 

The Sunday afternoon 
Bill Robinson aucrion 

prompred spirired 
bidding. Robinson 

seated ar lower right. 

Michael Brooks receives the Yowh 
Grand Award for his exhibit 

"Dinosaurs" from judge Jim Maher. 



Minutes of the Annual Business Meeting 
Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs 

67th Annual Convention, April 25, 1998 

The 67th Annual Business Meeting of the Wis
consin Federation of Stamp Clubs was called 
to order by President Greg S. Schmidt at 1:04 

p.m . at the Fox Valley Lutheran High School, 
Appleton , WI. Verna Shackleton gave the in
vocation. 

Secretary Karen Weigt read the roll call of 
member clubs and 20 responded, having previ
ously presented their credentials. Total of 1998 

membership represented (20 listed below); to
tal not represented (12): 

Badger Stamp Club 

Central Wisconsin Stamp Club 
Fond du Lac Stamp Club 

Green Bay Philatelic Society 

Italian American Stamp Club 
Janesville Stamp Club 

Kenosha Stamp and Cover Club 
Manitowoc Philatelic Society 

Milwaukee Philatelic Society 
North Shore Philatelic Society of Milwaukee 

Northwestern Mutual Stamp Club 

Northwoods Philatelic Society (Iron Mt.) 

Oshkosh Philatelic Society 

Outagamie Philatelic Society 
Polish American Philatelic Society 
Ripon Philatelic Society 

Sheboygan Stamp Club 
Waukesha County Philatelic Society 

Wauwatosa Philatelic Society 
Wisconsin Valley Philatelic Society 

MEMBERSHIP TOTALS 
Treasurer Deanna Juhnke announced that 

total club membership is 32, which represents 

1,065 individual members. The WFSC also 

has 16 members-at-large. 

MINUTES 
A motion was made to approve the minutes 

of the last meeting. MOTION PASSED UNANI

MOUSLY 

REPORTS OF OFFICERS 
President Greg S. Schmidt stated that his 

term began on January I , I 998 and he led the 

Executive Board meeting held on January 10. 
He also has assisted a number of committees 

with various projects. 
Vice President Al Marcus said he designed 

the WFSC's Wisconsin Statehood first-day 

cover, which will be printed in a few weeks. 

Karen Weigt, Secretary, reported that com

puters and e-mail make secretarial duties easier 

every year. Last summer she cleaned out and 

reorganized a portion of the Central Office files, 

noting how correspondence has evolved from 

handwritten letters, to those done on a type-

writer with carbon copies, to computer-gener

ated documents and photocopies, and now it 's 

printouts of informal e-mail messages . 

She attended all Executive Board meetings , 

served on three committees, fulfilled responsi

bilities for three other appointments and par

ticipated in other WFSC projects. She addi

tionally continued to write "The Club Co-op" 

column for Across the Fence Post and thanked 

all who regularly submit newsletters from which 

she extracts club news. 

Treasurer Deanna Juhnke reviewed the 1997 

WFSC financial report distributed to each del

egate. A summary of figures are : 

Checking and Savings 
(CDs) on Hand $5603.43 $6453. 2I 

Deanna noted that in late 1997 the CDs 

were converted to cash, which was deposited 

in the checking account . This action was in 

anticipation of paying for printing costs of the 

second edition of Wisconsin on Stamps. She 

also pointed out that 1997 Across the Fence 

Post printing costs alone exceeded membership 

dues taken in . Total value of WFSC inventory 

(sale and non-sale items) is $425.48. 

Deanna thanked clubs for paying dues on 

time as it makes her job easier. She also re

lated recent news that the North Shore Phila

telic Society of Milwaukee had donated $25 to 

the WFSC in memory of Ruby Otto . Another 

$25 will be forthcoming from the Italian Ameri

can Stamp Club , and Bill Otto will match those 

funds for a total of $100. Deanna thanked all 

involved with the donations in memory of Ruby. 

A motion was made to approve the 

treasurer's report . MOTION PASSED UNANI

MOUSLY 
MaryAnn Bowman, Vice President, 

Youth Division, credited adult volunteers for 
the favorable state of youth philately in Wis

consin. She also thanked those who have do
nated stamps and supplies needed to support 

youth programs . Fifteen youth exhibits are en

tered in WISCOPEX '98 and three Wisconsin 
youths exhibited at Pacific 97. Furthermore, 

the winner of the 1997 North American Youth 

Stamp Exhibiting Competition was a 16-year

old from Wauwatosa. 

MaryAnn continues to write the "Joining 

With Juniors" column for Across the Fence 
Post. She also contributes information for youth 

activities for publication in the APS Chapter 

Activities Committee Newsletter. At 
STAMPSHOW 97, she worked in the Youth 

Area and helped prepare the innovative one

day session whereby Boy Scouts could earn the 

Stamp Collecting Merit Badge . The program 

has since been repeated by a local scoutmaster, 

who is also working with the Waukesha County 

Philatelic Society to start a Scout Explorer Post 
for stamp collecting. 

A future project involves exploring the pos
sibility of instituting some kind of stamp col
lecting incentive program for Wisconsin youth . 

MaryAnn again thanked WFSC members 
for their support and offered her assistance to 

member clubs . 
In the absence of Roger Oswald, North

east Region VP, Karen Weigt read his written 
report that stated he attended two Executive 

Board meetings in the past year. He also at
tended activities of three clubs in his area. 
which are in need of new younger members. 

Paul T. Schroeder, East Central Region 
VP, reported that none of the clubs in his area 
have contacted him regarding WFSC-related 

issues or problems . Paul also stated that he 

attended all Executive Board meetings held in 
the past year. 

Ron Fritz, Central Region VP. reported 
he attended many shows. bourses and club meet
ings in his area and was looking forward to the 
upcoming Wisconsin sesquicentennial events . 
Ron related that he has declined another term 

of office. but he has enjoyed his association 
with the WFSC and all the friendships that 

have come with it. 
John Fagan, Milwaukee Region VP, re

ported he has visited all clubs in his region 
with the exception of the Northwestern Mutual 

Stamp Club. He added that all club members 

enjoy auctions . 
In the absence of Raymond Wood, South

east Region VP, Karen Weigt related his re
port that stated he has visited the Kenosha Stamp 
and Cover Club several times . He also attended 
the Belle City Stamp Club meetings , where he 
holds membership. The Lake County Philatelic 
Society has moved its meeting location quite a 
bit in the past year and is currently at the 
Grayslake Library. All clubs have the usual 
problems of trying to improve meeting atten

dance and attract new members. In honor of 
Wisconsin 's sesquicentennial year, the Racine 
Heritage Museum is displaying Rays exhibit 
titled "Racine's Postal Legacy." It includes a 

page promoting the Belle City Stamp Club and 
maybe it will attract some new members. 

Valerie Cook, Southwest Region VP, re

ported she attended all Executive Board meet
ings , helped staff the WFSC society table, and 

attended meetings of two of the three clubs in 
her region . She is also the contact person for 
inquiries related to stamp collecting received at 
the Janesville Library, the Janesville Post Of
fice and "First Call." 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 
Deanna Juhnke, Chrmn., Finance Com

mittee , reported the committee has not met in 

the past year because there were no financial 

questions to be resolved . 
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MaryAnn Bowman, member of the Pub
licity and Public Relations Committee re

lated that due to an increase in WFSC activity, 

the committee faced overwhelming responsi

bilities in the past year. Consequently, in many 

instances, members of the Executive Board and 

others stepped in to help . 

A major accomplishment was Wisconsin's 

participation at STAMPSHOW 97, where the 

committee coordinated a WFSC booth . Staff

ers directed over 200 lone collectors to local 

WFSC clubs and distributed a goodwill me

mento to 434 show visitors, including many 

from areas throughout the country. The com

mittee also coordinated a series of 16 seminars 

led by Wisconsin collectors. By distributing an 

overrun of 200 copies of an expanded edition 

of Across the Fence Post , the WFSC was ex

posed to dealers, as potential advertisers, and 

to other groups throughout the nation . 

The committee provided publicity for the 

sale of the WFSC's three first-day covers pro

duced in 1997 . It also helped bring to fruition 

the project of producing a Wisconsin State

hood all-purpose cacheted envelope. 

The committee maintained constant contact 

with the Wisconsin Sesquicentennial Commis

sion to ensure WFSC representation at 

Madison 's Capitol Square on May 30 and to 

obtain details regarding the Wisconsin State

hood stamp first-day ceremony, which were 

disseminated to Wisconsin collectors. It also 

obtained permission for limited use of the 

commission ' s official sesquicentennial seal. 

Contacts with Postal Service officials helped 

the committee compile a comprehensive listing 

of Wisconsin sesquicentennial-related pictorial 

cancels. which is available upon request. 

The committee coordinates gifts presented 

each year to those who wear the WFSC logo 

button to WISCOPEX , and it is currently look

ing for some new items. The Executive Board 

voted to donate the WFSC 's old stock to the 

Footloose Filatelists for use as gifts to young

sters. 
It was the committee's idea to approach 

Krause Publications and ask to receive a com

plimentary review copy of each of its new 

books. After the reviews are published in Across 

the Fence Post, the WFSC is allowed to keep 

the books for use as prizes and gifts for the 

WFSC membership . On behalf of the WFSC , 

MaryAnn thanked Krause Publications for its 

generosity . 
Through WFSC society tables at various 

events, hundreds of the committee's annual 

show/bourse/club meeting information flier 

were again distributed. Consequently , all WFSC 

clubs and club events were made known 

throughout the state and surrounding areas. 

MaryAnn thanked all those who have helped 

staff the WFSC society table. 

6 

The committee has made attempts to pro

duce a WFSC Web site , and those efforts will 

continue. 

Results of other annual committee projects, 

the national Cover Exchange Program and Club 

Trivia Contest, appear in upcoming reports. 

Vern Witt, member of the Judging Com
mittee , stated the committee had nothing new 

to report this year. 

Robert Mather, Chrmn., Hall of Fame 
Committee , expressed his disappointment that 

there were no nominees for the Class of 1998 . 

He also reported on the success of the 1997 

Hall of Fame Reunion held in conjunction with 

ST AMPSHOW 97 . 
Darren Mueller, sole member of the Wis

consin Stamp Suggestion Committee, was ab

sent with no report available. 

On behalf of Dan Undersander, Chrmn., 
Committee on Exhibitions , Karen Weigt re

ported that a major committee concern was the 

lack of a host for WISCOPEX '99. In January 

1998, however , the Wauwatosa Philatelic So

ciety offered to handle the event. In the near 

future , the committee will consider whether or 

not to reinstate the Traveling Trophy Program, 

whereby each year at WISCOPEX, the club 

with the most points wins the trophy for the 

year. Points are gained through a system of 

calculations related to club member exhibits 

entered at the show. 

Karen Weigt, Chrmn., Bylaws Commit
tee , reported that no action was required of the 

committee in the past year. She noted that the 

last bylaw revisions were adopted in 1987 and, 

to date , they continue to hold firm . The latest 

Standing Rules were adopted in 1995 , and they 

also have not required further updating. 

REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES I 
PROJECTS AND OTHER APPOINTEES 

Karen Weigt, Newsletter Editor, reported 

she is delighted with the number of articles 

received from WFSC members, but always en

courages more . She reminded delegates that the 

majority of articles appearing in Across the Fence 

Post are from first-time writers, and she's not 

particular about how articles are submitted. 

Jim Seiler, Newsletter Advertising Man
ager , directed delegates to their registration 

packet, which includes a monthly report of ad

vertising income . He reminded all WFSC mem

bers that they are entitled to two free ads a year 

and asked collectors to encourage their favorite 

dealers to advertise in Across the Fence Post. 

Karen Weigt, Chrmn., Newsletter Com
mittee, reported that Guidelines for the Editor 

are not yet completed, but they are outlined. 

Verna Shackleton, WFSC Historian, re

ported she has added considerably to the Spe

cial Projects binders . This was due to the re

cent first-day covers and the WFSC 's partici

pation at STAMPSHOW 97. 

Greg Schmidt, BLUE BOOK Coordina
tor, referred delegates to their registration pack

ets that ·include BLUE BOOK update pages. 

Karen Weigt, American Philatelic Soci
ety Representative, reported that 27 WFSC 

member clubs hold APS chapter or affiliate 

membership , and most qualify for free APS 

dues. Because the WFSC holds APS life mem

bership , it receives an annual credit that can be 

used toward the purchase of various APS items. 

As of January 1998 , the WFSC had accumu

lated $89 worth of credit, which it used toward 

the purchase of a GeoSafari game that WFSC 

clubs can use in youth areas at their shows. 

For WFSC clubs that are not already APS 

chapter members , Karen described benefits of 

membership and offered membership app lica

tion forms. One of the latest benefits of mem

bership is an opportunity for local club public

ity through individual Web pages coordinated 

by the APS Chapter Activities Committee. 

Mary Ann Bowman, Cover Exchange Pro
gram Coordinator , reported the l 997 program 

drew 23 participants throughout the United 

States, who submitted a total of 250 covers. 

The program provides clubs an opportunity to 

reduce their own inventory of covers by ex

changing them for different covers that can be 

used as auction items, door prizes. or gifts. 

Participants submit 10 covers and a large SASE. 

In exchange, eight different covers are sent 

back. The WFSC retains the two extra covers 

for use with its youth programs . The program 

will be conducted again in October 1998 . 

On behalf of the Publications Committee, 
which was formed to oversee the publication 

of the 2nd edition of Wisconsin on Stamps, 

President Greg Schmidt reported that Karen 

Weigt had been working with an individual in 

Madison, who had volunteered to serve as au

thor-editor of the book. Recentl y. however , 

the volunteer resigned , leaving his 44 draft 

pages with the WFSC. The Executive Board 

still wants to publish the book in 1998, but 

help is needed in getting it completed . 

Karen Weigt explained that she had been 

working on the typesetting and layout and would 

be willing to take over as editor if she could 

get input as to what might be missing with 

regard to content. She also would need facts 

surrounding missing content, as she does not 

have time to do research. Furthermore , that 

information is needed by June 1 so she can 

work on the project over the summer months. 

WFSC members could help by reviewing the 

1st edition and sending Karen ideas for updat

ing the 2nd edition. 

OLD BUSINESS - None 

NEW BUSINESS 
Bids for Future Conventions - Recon

firmed bids were: Wauwatosa Philatelic Soci-



ety for 1999 and Sheboygan Sramp Club and 

Manitowoc Philarelic Society for 2001. The 

Badger Sramp Club entered a bid for 2000, 
which was accepted. There were no bids for 
2002 and 2003 . 

WFSC-sponsored WISCOPEX '99 - Presi

dent Schmidt called for a motion to allow the 
WFSC the option to sponsor its own annual 
convention and exhibition (WISCOPEX) in 
1999. Pass ing the motion allows the 
Wauwawsa Philatelic Society legal use of the 

WFSC 's Wisconsin State Sales Tax Exemp

tion Number for WISCOPEX '99 expenses. 

The motion (balded above) was made . MO
TION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 

AWARDS 
WFSC Dealer Recognition Award -

President Schmidt announced that the 1998 
recipient is Plainex Stamps and that propri

etors Carl and Phyllis Ziesemer will be hon

ored at the evening banquet . 

President's Awards - President Schmidt 
presented Presidem's awards to Robert Mather, 

Al Marcus, and Henry (Hank) Schmidt for 

outstanding service to the WFSC. 

1998 Club Trivia Contest Prize -

Mary Ann Bowman announced that eight clubs 

participated in the eleventh annual contest and 

the winner was the Central Wisconsin Stamp 

Club. The club was presented with the prize, 

The lmernational Encyclopcedic Dictionary of 

Philarely , by R. Scott Carlton. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
Secretary - Karen Weigt was re-elected 

without opposition. Karen shall serve for an

other two-year term beginning January 1, 1999. 

Treasurer - Deanna Juhnke was re

elected without opposition. Deanna shall serve 
for another two-year term beginning January 

I, 1999. 
Vice President, Youth Division -

Mary Ann Bowman was re-elected without 

opposition . MaryAnn shall serve for another 

one-year term beginning January 1 , 1999. 

Regional Vice Presidents - The follow

ing shall serve for a one-year term beginning 

January 1, 1999: 

(newly elected without opposition) 

Central Region - Chris Northwood 
(re-elected without opposition) 
Northeast Region - Roger Oswald 
East Central Region - Paul T. Schroeder 
Milwaukee Region - John Fagan 
Southeast Region - Raymond Wood 
Southwest Region - Valerie Cook 

APPOINTMENTS 
Al Marcus (co-Chrmn ., WISCOPEX '98), 

in accordance with bylaws, was automatical_ly 

appointed to serve a three-year term on the 

Standing Committee on Exhibitions with 

Chrmn. Robert J. Mather and Claude 
Giralte. 

Automatic appoimments to the Nominating 
Committee are Chrmn. Roy Northwood, Wm. 
Grosnick Sr. and Jerry D. Weasner . 

Perry Harris was appointed to serve a three
year term on the Hall of Fame Committee with 
Chrmn. Frank Moertl and Robert Lieb. 

Karen Weigt was appoimed Newsletter Edi
tor . 

CLOSED ALBUMS 
A momem of silence was observed in honor 

of the following WFSC members deceased in 
the past year: Ray Atchison , Eugene Bowman, 

Charles Buck, Herb Burgett. Margaret Bur
rows, Walter Doberstein, Emil Dujanovic, John 

Eraeder, Wanda Goetzman, Sue Grubba, Bill 

Kendall, Emil Muuss, Randall Moldenhauer, 
Babe Neumueller, Ruby Otto, Wilbert Seefeldt, 
and Carl Skupski . 

CLOSING 
Presidem Schmidt thanked the Outagamie 

Philatelic Society for hosting the 1998 WFSC 

convention and exhibition. 

The meeting adjourned at 2:20 p.m. 

WISCOPEX '98 Exhibit Awards 

Champion of Champions 

Gold - Trans-Mississippi Issue of 1898, by 
Robert Lieb 

• 1998 Champion of Champions 
Gold - The London and Local Prints of the 

Confederate States , by Gary Zink 

Gold - Discontinued Post Offices in Sauk 

County, by Adrian Stransky 

Open Division 

Gold - Greenland: The American Issue, by 
Charles Shoemaker 
• WISCOPEX Best of Show 

Gold - Collecting Wisconsin Covers, by Jim Hale 
• Wisconsin Postal History Society Certificate 

Silver - Baraboo Postal History, by Kenneth 
Grant 

• AAPE Silver Award of Honor 
Silver - Early Wood County Postal History, by 

David Carney 

Bronze - Post Offices of the Wisconsin Lead 
Region - Past and Present, by Daniel 

Hammell 

Single-frame Division 

Gold - A Common Tongue - One Man 's 

Quest , by Fred Ziemann 

• AT A Single Frame Merit A ward 

Gold - Jefferson, Wisconsin before E-mail - A 
Century of "Snail Mail" from the Jefferson 

County Seat , by Barbara Mueller 

• Wisconsin Postal History Society Certifi
cate for Wisconsin Sesquicentennial 

Gold - An Incomplete Overview of State 
Marijuana Tax Stamps . by Robert Henak 

Silver - Wisconsin on Stamps - A Sesquicen
tennial Celebration , by Fred Ziemann 

Silver - Postal History of Lincoln County. by 
Bill Grosnick 

Silver - Postal History of Portage County. by 
Bill Grosnick 

Bronze - Postal History of Marathon County. 
by Bill Grosnick 

Junior Division 

Gold - Dinosaurs , by Michael Brooks 

• WISCOPEX Best Youth Exhibit 
• Footloose Filatelists Youth Grand 
• ATA Youth Award 

Gold - Puma Concolor, by Sara Henak 

• Footloose Filatelists Youth Reserve Grand 
• International Association of Worldwide 
Stamp Collectors Youth Merit A ward 

Gold - Horses Around the World, by Danielle 
Henak 

Gold - U.S. Olympics. by Aaron Zutz 
Gold - Mammals of the Sea. by Nicole 

Buehler 

Silver - The American Flag , by Michael Eilbes 
• AAPE Silver Award of Honor 

Silver - Types of Birds , by Lisa Giss 
Silver - American Authors, by Margaret 

Elvekrog 

Silver - The First Fifty Years of Airplanes , by 
Julie Giss 

Silver - Sea Life, by Tessa Yahr 

Silver - Horses, by Kristen Maziarka 
Silver - Space, by Katie Yahr 

Bronze - Birds, by Becca Yahr 

Bronze - The Wonderful World of Cat Stamps. 
by Monica Sundal 

Bronze - U.S. Flags, by Jessie Girard 

Display Class 

Most Popular Display Class Exhibit - Dawn 
of Humans, by Fred Ziemann 

CLOSED ALBUM -
Ray Atchison 

Ray Atchison, age 69 , died on April 21 , 

1998. Ray was president of the Fond du 
Lac Stamp Club and a member of the 

Ripon Philatelic Society. He served the 
1958-59 term as president of the Wiscon

sin Federation of Stamp Clubs and was 
inducted into the Wisconsin Philatelic 

Hall of Fame in 1993 . 

SUMMER-FALL ATFP PUBLICATION 
SCHEDULE: May-June and July-August 

issues; return to monthly issues 
in September. 
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By Art Schmitz. Wauwatosa Philatelic 
Society Delegate at the 1998 WFSC Annual 
Business Meeting 

"Thanks for t he Memories" 
Starting in 1948, boys aged JO to 14 , who 

were members of my stamp c lub at the Mil

waukee YMCA, often accompanied me to the 

annual Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs 

conventions. I was in my mid-20s at the time. 

Fulfilling my responsibility to the boys and 

satisfying my wish to share in the "filatelic" 

fun of my peers, I would put the most mature 

boy in charge while I attended the Footloose 

Filatelists meeting , which began at 11 :50 p.m. 

One time, I was called out of the meeting at I 

a.m. They boys had horsed around and one 

had gashed his leg on his metal bunk . The 

hotel doctor took care of the injury which 

wasn ' t serious. 

The kids bought plain envelopes to which 

they affixed German Hitler stamps they 'd 

purchased for 2¢ each. The United States first

class rate at the time was 3¢ . Nevertheless, 

they successfully mailed the envelopes home . 

It was at a WFSC convention in Rac ine in 

the late 1940s that I became aware of the 

Wisconsin Postal History Society . The after

dinner speaker knew his subject . . . he was 

still talking at 11 :30 p.m. 

Back then, the WFSC annual business 

meetings reminded me of the smoke-filled 

rooms where national politics took place. 

Ashtrays were more important than the 

president 's gavel. 

By Robert E. Lieb, Badger Stamp Club 

1940s Wisconsin Politics 
Thad F. Wasielewski (Democrat-Wisconsin) 

was born in Milwaukee on December 2, 1904. 

He received a B.A. degree from the University 

of Michigan and a J .D. from Marquette 

University Law School. 

In 1938, Wasielewski ran for Congress but 

lost by 637 votes. In 1940, he was elected to 

Dear Friend: 

Why did serious men spend hours in 

emotional debate about WFSC business , 

sometimes approaching physical mayhem in 

the passion of the moment? The Great Depres

sion was deep in the psyches of those great 

men. It was in the middle of the Depression 

that the WFSC was born and nurtured by 

them . The WFSC was the symbol of their 

philatelic fatherhood. 

Dedicated to the values of philately , they 

had , in the throes of the times , honed their 

skills through memberships in other organiza

tions . Their livings sometimes depended on 

their success within those groups. This re

sulted in carryover from those settings to 

WFSC meetings . 

Philately bound these men together , but the 

power that fueled their functioning was 

Robert ' s Rules of Order. It was the anchor of 

stability in their world , and the WFSC annual 

convention was the arena in which each proved 

that he was the arbiter of how any issue should 

be resolved. 

Discussions were often loud and dramatic. 

The business meetings, starting shortly after 

lunch , often continued until moments before 

the evening's awards banquet began. 

Thanks for the memories! The WFSC's 

Annual Business Meeting held at WISCOPEX 

'98 in Appleton began shortly after I p .m . and 

ended around 2:30 p.m . The memories of 

yesteryear induced in me a prayer of thanks

giving for the brevity of the meeting and for 

the congenial cooperation of the current roster 

of dedicated philatelists who were present . ■ 

Congress by the 4th Congressional District. 

He was re-elected in 1942 and 1944 and served 

as a member of the House Ways and Means 

Committee. In 1946, running as an Indepen

dent, Wasielewski lost by 10,642 votes. 

This postal card is not dated , but consider

ing the message on the card asking voters to re

elect him because he was right before Pearl 

Harbor and still is , it 's assumed that 

Wasielewski was seeking re-election in 1942. ■ 

Knowing you desire an early victory in our 
battle to preserve American principles, we are 
sure that you will vote to re-elect THAD. F. 
WASIELEWSKI to Congress. He was right be
fore Pearl Harbor and still is! 
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We ask you, who believe in his record of 
sound Americanism, to urge your friends to vote 
for him, too. 

Remember-every ballot is a bullet! Fire it at 
the Axis! 

Sincerely yours, 

Authorized and paid for by Wasielewski for Congress Club, Vernon Waters, Sec'y, 
710 N. Plankinton Ave., Milwaukee, Wis. .,~ 

By ATFP Editor Karen Weigt 

On Wisconsin 

A The Badger Stare celebrates its 
150th anniversarv of statehood 
rhis year. In conj unction with the 
occaswn. this column regularly 

features a stamp (or other postal item) and srorv 
pertaining ro the state of Wisconsin . 

Between 

I 847-92, 

116 schoo

ners and 

clipper 

ships were 

built in 
Manitowoc. U.S. Scou #2838e 

Freighters were built for World War I and 

submarines for World War II . Some sh ip 

and boat building is still found in areas 

along the Great Lakes shoreline . ■ 

By Charlene Reiter, Outagamie 
Philatelic Society 

Stamp Collecting at 
Any Altitude 
The following contains portions of an article 

that appeared in the Sept.-Oct. 1997 issue of 

Valley Philatelist, newsletter of the Outagamie 

Philatelic Society. 

Have you ever tried combining stamp collect

ing with your summer vacation? The first step 

is to determine your destination . Then you 

want to look through your unused 

commemoratives and find appropriate stamps 

to take along. Let me give you an example : 

Destination: Phantom Ranch at the Grand 

Canyon - In searching through my collection 

I found the 1990 25¢ Grand Canyon. 1981 20¢ 

Saguaro cactus. and 1962 49'. Arizona State

hood stamps. I took these items with me to the 

Grand Canyon with hopes of getting them 

canceled "Mailed By Mule at Phantom 

Ranch . " By the way, the only way to get this 

cancel is to either ride a mule down the canyon 

or hike seven miles. We chose to hike . 

While visiting the ranch , I selected some 

postcards, applied the stamps and mailed the 

postcards in the mule ' s saddlebag. The hike 

down the canyon was easy compared to the 

journey back to the top - a rigorous JO miles 

that took approximately six and a half hours . 

Before your next vacation, whether it's a 

week-long foray or a three-day trip across the 

state , take a look through your stamp collection. 

Do you have some commemoratives with links 

to the area you are visiting? If so, you may be 

able to add a little extra enjoyment to your 

vacation, and the resulting collectibles will 

provide you with memories for years to come . ■ 



Bv WFSC Publicity and Public Relations 
Committee Member MaryAnn Bowman. 

Central Wisconsin Stamp 
Club Wins 1998 WFSC Club 
Trivia Contest, Again! 
Congratulations to the Central Wisconsin 
Stamp Club, which has now won the contest 
for the third year in a row. The CWSC was 
awarded a copy of The Inrernational 

Encyclopredic Dictionary of Philately , by 
R. Scott Carlton . 

The seven other clubs that participated in 
the 11th annual event were : Green Bay 
Philatelic Society, Janesville Stamp Club, 
North Shore Philatelic Society of Milwaukee, 
Oshkosh Philatelic Society, Outagamie Phila
telic Society, Ripon Philatelic Society, and 
Waukesha County Philatelic Society . 

Here are the contest questions with the 
correct answers: 

1. In what 20th century year did the United 
States produce only one commemorative stamp? 
Name the stamp. Scott #537, the 3¢ Victory 
stamp issued March 3, 1919, and/or Scott #903, 

the Vermont Statehood stamp (1941) 

2. What is the earliest stamp to exhibit 
complete nudity of a human figure? 1896 
Greek stamps issued to commemorate the 

Olympics 

Aug. 27-30 - APS STAMPSH 
Official APS S. 

Nov. 6-8 
Rosemont , IL 

3. What was the first time a United States 
president intervened to change a stamp for fear 
of offending a foreign nation? President Bill 

Clinton: The 1995 World War Ii sheet/et was 

to depict the atomic bomb cloud but was 

changed to show President Truman announc

ing Japan 's surrender. This was done to avoid 
offending Japan. 

4. What is the oldest stamp-producing 
company in existence? De La Rue, producing 
stamps since 1819 

5. This man, depicted on two United States 
postage stamps (Scott Nos . 874 and 863) 
claimed to be Louis XVII of France. Who was 
he? John James Audubon 

6 . What country introduced the concept of 
"prestige" booklets? Great Britain 

7. What set of American stamps honoring 
deceased United States presidents features their 
autographs? Ameripex '86 souvenir sheets 

8. What was the first country to use 
children' s paintings for its stamps? Czecho
slovakia 

9. What was the first United States stamp 
to depict a foreign language as the central 
theme? Scott #906, Sun Yat-sen 

10. What was the first British colony to 
issue its own stamps? Mauritius (1847) 

11. What was the first United States stamp 
to show a bridge? Scott #293, the $2 Trans
Mississippi 

12. List the country and catalog number of 
a stamp honoring Anna Mary Robertson. 
United States Scott #1370, Grandma Moses 

13. What stamp commemorates the young
est person ever shown on a United States 
stamp? Scott #796, Virginia Dare 

14. What do the letters "R.S.O. " stand 
for? Railway Sorting Office 

15. Name four first-class United States 
commemorative stamps that paid the overseas 
airmail rate but were not designated as airmail 
stamps. 50¢ Switzerland (Scott #2532), 50¢ 

Norman Rockwell (Scott #2840) , 60¢ Eddie 

Rickenbacher (Scott #2998), 50¢ Jacqueline 

Cochran (Scott #3066), etc. 

16. What is the only officially perforated 
Confederate stamp? Scott #12 

17. What item listed in the Scott Special

ized Catalogue of U.S. Stamps contains the 
words "Post Obitum" (Latin for "after death") 
repeated many times in its background? Scott 
#OX3, post office seal 

18 . Name the world's most prolific stamp 
engraver . Czeslaw Stania 

19. Of the Scott-listed United States 
revenue stamp categories, only two are still in 
use today. Name them. hunting permit stamps, 
firearms transfer tax stamps 

20. What was the first stamp authorized for 
use in Antarctica? New Zealand overprinted 
Scott #121a 
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MILCOPEX 1998 
HELVETIA '98 

Milwaukee Philatelic Society, Inc. 

Annual Postage Stamp Exhibition and Bourse 
Hosting the National Convention of 

American Helvetia Philatelic Society 

SEPTEMBER 18 - 20, 1998 
FRIDAY 10am to 6pm, SATURDAY 10am to 6pm, SUNDAY 10am to 4pm 

WISCONSIN STATE FAIR PARK 
YOUTH CENTER 

I-94 and 84th Street - Gate 5 

Milwaukee/West Allis, Wisconsin 

FREE ADMISSION - FREE PARKING 
$250 IN SHOPPING PRIZES - 50 CHANCES FOR YOU TO WIN 

APS Champion of Champions Qualifying Exhibit 

2750 pages of Philatelic Exhibits, APS Judging Seminar and Critique 

Pictorial Cachet & Cancel - Awards Banquet 

30 Dealer Bourse - U.S. Post Office 

Youth Program on Friday, Saturday and Sunday 

FOR EXHIBIT 
PROSPECTUS 

G.C. YOST 

WRITE TODAY FOR: 

PO BOX 1013 
MILWAUKEE WI 53201-1013 

BO URSE APPLICATION 
JOHN R. FAGAN 

W140N7470 LILLY RD 
MENOMONEE FALLS WI 

53051-4608 
Telephone (414) 251-0617 

ALL OTHER 
INFORMATION 

MILWAUKEE PHILATELIC 
SOCIETY, INC . 

PO BOX 1980 
MILWAUKEE WI 53201-1980 
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The Milwaukee Philatelic Society will celebrate its 100th Anniversary in November, 1999 

Come Join the Fun of Stamp Collecting. Milwaukee Philatelic Society meets 

third Wednesday of the month 7pm - except July, 
Zablocki Park Pavilion, 3717 W Howard Ave, Milwaukee Wis 


