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delegate at WISCOPEX ’17. (I hope you’ve 
given it a try!)  
 
I’ve been very slow in getting an updated 
WFSC Speakers Bureau list together. It is  
finally done and can be found on the WFSC 
website at www.wfscstamps.org. Just click on 
“Club Resources.” 
 
Our six talented speakers on the list have a 
wealth of knowledge to share. Check it out and 
extend an invitation for a premier educational 
program at an upcoming meeting. This is just 
one more WFSC effort to help its member 
clubs.  
 
I truly believe educational programs are     
essential to holding a club together. Let me 
repeat what I wrote in my “The Club Co-op” 
column back in March 2000. (That’s 18 years 
ago, folks. Where did the time go?) 

 
“All too often, I hear of clubs that have fallen 
into a pattern of hosting nothing more than 
informal talk ‘n’ swap gatherings – the prime 
environment for the creation of cliques. When 
the newcomer walks through the door the   
initial message is that nothing is happening 
here. It’s just a group of good ol’ boys chatting 
with their friends. 
 
“This is an especially difficult situation for   
the novice collector who is already feeling 
somewhat insecure and yet has to break into    
a clique. With scheduled meeting programs, 
cliques are at least temporarily broken up     
and the novice has a chance to learn from the 
program. 
 
“A steady diet of informal gatherings has     
further pitfalls. Even for seasoned club     
members, apathy eventually sets in, and they 

M 
aryAnn Bowman and 
I totally agree that 
clubs must offer   

educational programs. She has 
been pushing the idea in her 
“Connecting with Clubs”    
column and has even created a 
program given to each club  

ultimately drift away. For the specialty        
collector, a shrinking membership and no new 
blood means no new material. This philatelist 
might at least survive a dry spell through     
education programs on collecting techniques.” 
 
I wrote this while recalling my newcomer     
experience with the local computer users group 
back in the late 1980s. I’m no shrinking violet 
but among this crowd of strangers even I felt 
uncomfortable breaking into a group of mostly 
younger people and exposing my computer 
ignorance. Often I’d just sit down and wait for 
the educational program to begin. I eventually 
gained some confidence by volunteering to help 
proofread the monthly newsletter. (Note to 
newcomers: The secret to assimilation is to 
volunteer to help with a club activity.) 
 
While club auctions attract attendance and   
appease the membership, a mix with programs 
is preferred for reasons mentioned above.  
 
Many thanks to our WFSC Speakers Bureau 
volunteers: Ken Grant, Joe Lutz, John Pare, Art 
Schmitz, Milt Wirth and Wayne Youngblood. 
Please consider adding your name to the list. 
Just send me an email at klweigt@gmail.com. 
 
Help your club members: the old-timers to  
newcomers, beginning collectors to advanced. 
Provide a learning experience. 

 

WFSC Webmaster 
Wanted 

Qualifications require only a computer  
and willingness to learn simple code and 
respond to requests for posting. Handling 
the website takes only about an hour a 
week. Current Webmaster Steve Kluskens 
will tutor and assist as long as needed. If 
interested, please contact WFSC President 
Karen Weigt at klweigt@gmail.com.  

U.S. Scott C59 

http://www.wfscstamps.org
mailto:klweigt@gmail.com
mailto:klweigt@gmail.com.
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     Across the Fence Post is the official publication of the    
Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs, Inc., a 501(c)3           
non-profit organization. WFSC also is a life member of the   
APS (since 1953). For more information about WFSC, please 
visit the website, www.wfscstamps.org.    
 ATFP is published monthly September through April,      
and every other month May through August (10 issues per year). 
News of Wisconsin collectors, club news and other gratis    
original philatelic features are welcomed. The editor accepts 
submissions in any format, but prefers email if possible. The 
editor reserves  the right  to make editorial changes to submitted 
copy. Material appearing in ATFP not carrying an individual 
copyright notice may be reproduced only by not-for-profit  
organizations, provided the author(s) and ATFP receive credit or 
attribution. All materials carrying an individual copyright  notice 
are the sole property of the author(s).                                       
 Unless explicitly stated by an officer in conjunction with 
official WFSC business, opinions expressed by the editor or  
individual authors are not necessarily endorsed by the WFSC.
  Submission deadlines for editorial and advertising materials 
are the 1st of the month preceding month of publication (i.e. -
Jan.1st for Feb. issue). Editorial matter should be sent to:  Ray 
D. Perry, Editor ATFP, 2214 Allouez Ave., Green Bay, WI 
54311. Phone: 920-660-2154 (fiveperrys@athenet.net).  
 Send advertising material to John St. Onge, Advertising 
Manager, ATFP, P.O. Box 123, Wales, WI 53183-0123. Phone 
262-893-5210 (jcstonge@gmail.com). For a complete list of 
advertising rates and policies (display, classified, and listings), 
request a copy from the advertising manager.  

 

Connecting with Clubs  

 Who, in your club, has the responsibility of seeing that there 
is a program at each of your meetings? Does it fall to the       
president or is it the job of another officer?   
 If the same person has been planning your programming for 
several years, they may be running out of ideas. I recently tried a 
different approach at the Waukesha club and will share it here. 
 First I determined the exact dates of every club meeting night 
during the year (we meet twice a month). Then I filled in the 
meeting calendar with the dates of the known major auctions, 
picnic, and holiday party. That still left a lot of nights without a 
program. 
 Prior to our first meeting in January, I prepared a small 
handout detailing what I was expecting to accomplish with the 
small working groups. 
 The weather the night of the meeting turned out to be poor so 
there were only 12 besides myself in attendance. But I proceeded 
with the activity. I randomly divided the members into four 
groups with three people in each group. One from each group 
selected an envelope that had an explanation of what the group 
was to do. 
 The paper read:   
 “GOAL: Provide a club program, plan, and implement.   
Your group can give the presentation, find another person to     
do a program, or obtain an audio-visual program. It can be     
educational, a game, or a hands-on activity as long as it has a 
philatelic component. 
 “To help in planning for your program, you might want to  
consider any holidays or known celebrations. You can research  
at home or other venues for ideas and inspiration, then meet 
again with your fellow committee members at the next meeting.” 
 At the bottom of the page was the date that their group would 
be presenting the program. So through a “cut-and-paste” of the 
directions, the only change that needed to be made on each paper 
was the date for the presentation. Members spent about 10 to 15 
minutes in discussion and each group succeeded in coming up  

 
with a program idea! 
 Aimeé Devine sent along an idea that clubs could try.     
Access to a screen and the internet would be necessary. 
 The APS has a huge list, including photos, of stamps that  
are genuine or forgeries. Two clues are given along with the 
answer. 
 This would make a great program for a club meeting.      
Paddles could be made with "A" written on one side and "B"   
on the other and everyone would have to pick. 
 Here's the link:  https://stamps.org/Forged-or-Genuine 
 A down-sized example from this APS link is shown below. 
France 440 
 One of these French stamps is genuine. Can you tell which 
one? If you are having trouble, see the hints below the stamps. 
 
Hints:

 
1. The genuine has horizontal shading lines in the ear and the 

lettering at the bottom is clear. Perf is 14x13.5. 
2. In this French underground forgery, there are no shading 

lines, but some solid patches. The lettering at the bottom 
isn’t clear. Perf is 11.5 or imperf.  

  
 I want to remind you to send a delegate to the Annual    
Business Meeting at WISCOPEX ‘18. Each delegate will     
receive a gift for the club to use as a prize, auction item, or   
other incentive. They will also bring back to their club an idea 
that can be used for a program. Hope to see a member from 
each of our Wisconsin clubs on May 5. 

           

By MaryAnn Bowman of the Waukesha County Philatelic Society 

http://www.wfscstamps.org
https://stamps.org/Forged-or-Genuine
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The Editor’s Turn  

Here is a quick summary of what to look for and where to find 
it in this issue of ATFP. We start off on page 1 with Karen’s 
message for the month. It is a very important article on how 
clubs can maintain an active membership. There is another item 
of great importance on page 1, that is the announcement that we 
are still looking for someone to replace Steve Kluskens as      
our webmaster. Please, please consider taking on this role. On 
page 2, MaryAnn Bowman writes about the role of the club 
program chair. She also lets us know of a page on the APS  
website that helps us tell the difference between a number of 
genuine and forged stamps. Did you see the example on page 2?  
“A” is the genuine stamp. 
 
Page 4 has the first part of an article on Antoine Saint-Exupery, 
by Clete Delvaux. There is also a closed album for Richard 
Kern. Page 5 contains the remainder of Clete’s article on Saint-
Exupery and a short piece on airmail stamps for our 49th and 
50th states. Page 6 contains the first part of an article on       
collecting the 1938 Presidential Issue (the Prexies) as a topic  
by James E. Byrne. 
 
Page 7 contains the last call for DANEPEX ‘18 and              
WISCOPEX ’18 exhibits and a nice submission by reader, Joe 
Kowalski, on his favorite airmail issue. Joe, thanks for taking 
the time to send this in. If anyone else has something they want 
to submit about their favorite stamp, please email it to me at: 
fiveperrys@athenet.net.  
 
Page 8 contains the remainder of James Byrne’s article on   
collecting the Prexies. Page 9 contains another article by Clete 
Delvaux on Major John McCrae, the author of the poem In 
Flanders Fields. This piece tells a bit about the poem and its 
author. It also will remind us of the horrors of war. Finally, we 
wrap up with our show schedule and classified ads on page 10. 
 
I hope you enjoy this issue and please feel free to let me know 
if you have any comments or suggestions. You can email me 
with your comments at: fiveperrys@athenet.net. 
 
 
I thought given that this is the month of March which includes 
St. Patrick’s Day and all things green we might take a little trip 
to Ireland. By that I mean the Republic of Ireland. This is not to 
be confused with the island of Ireland which includes both the 
Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland. 
 
The Republic of Ireland is an independent country located on 
the island of Ireland just west of Great Britain. The capitol is  

Take Flight for Philately! 
By Ray Perry 

I’m enjoying these issues featuring various 
aspects of collecting airmail stamps and 
there are more in this issue of ATFP. While 
we have focused on airmail with the 100th 
anniversary of the first U.S. airmail, there 
are other significant anniversaries occurring 
this year including the 80th anniversary of 
the Prexies and the 100th anniversary of 
U.S. troops on the ground in WWI. Look 
for articles on both of these in this issue.  

Dublin. The country has a population of about 4.75 million   
people and an area of a little more than 27,000 square miles 
(Wikipedia). 
 
The Republic of Ireland issued its first 
stamps in 1922. The stamps were Great 
Britain Scott 159-67, 170-72, and      
179-81 overprinted in Gaelic. The    
overprint is translated “Provisional   
Government of Ireland.” This stamp is 
pictured to the right. There were a    
number of these British stamps         
overprinted for use in Ireland in the early 
years. 
 
The first truly Irish stamps featured four 
designs showing different symbols of Ireland. These included 
the “Sword of Light,” “Map of Ireland,” “Coat of Arms,” and 
“Celtic Cross.” Stamps depicting these symbols of the new  
country are shown below.  

The Republic of Ireland has maintained a fairly conservative 
stamp-issuing policy over the years. The Scott catalogue lists a 
total of 1,641 regular stamps issued between 1922 and 2005, add 
to that seven airmail stamps and 47 postage due stamps and you 
have a total of 1,695 stamps issued in the first 83 years. This 
yields just over 20 stamps per year. 
 
There have been many stamps issued to        
celebrate the wonderful culture of Ireland.     
One of the first that comes to mind is St.       
Patrick. The 1500th anniversary of his death is        
commemorated on a set of three stamps issued 
in 1961. The low value of this set is pictured to 
the right. An 8p pale purple stamp and a 1sh3p 
green stamp complete the set. 
 
If we are visiting Ireland, how can we not make 
mention of that wonderful Irish beverage, Guinness beer. Ireland 
commemorated the 200th anniversary of the Guiness brewery   
in 1959 by issuing a pair of stamps picturing the founder of 
Guinness, Arthur Guinness. These stamps are pictured below. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     Continued on page 7 

Ireland Scott 1 

    Celtic Cross         Sword of Light   Map of Ireland         Coat of Arms 

Ireland Scott 179 

Ireland Scott 171-72 
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Closed Album—Richard Kern 

It was July 31, 1944. Although the D-day 
invasion had succeeded in gaining a   
foothold for the Allies in Normandy, 
southern France was still in the hands of 
Vichy/Nazi forces. Frenchman Antoine 
Saint-Exupery was returning from his 
ninth reconnaissance flight over the 
Rhone River valley to his base on the 
island of Corsica. As his unarmed P-38 
droned along, he began to reminisce 
about his past flying adventures……. 
 
Saint-Exupery had always wanted to fly. In 1922, he had 
received his pilot’s wings during his compulsory military 
service. In 1926 he began flying as a mail pilot with an    
aviation company, Aeropostale, in Toulouse, France. He 
would fly airmail routes between France, Spain, and North 
Africa and later to South America. His adventures as an  
airmail pilot would supply the inspiration for all of his     
literary endeavors. 

 
[ THE STAMPS: Saint-Exupery 
would be first honored on airmail 
postage stamps for his exploits as 
an aviation/airmail pioneer. (See 
French West Africa Scott C11  
issued March 24, 1947. This was        
followed by France CB1 in 1948, 
France C43 in 1970, Cameroun 
C246 in 1977, and Chad C232 in 

1978. Then, in August 1989, Senegal issued a set of three  
that were different. For one thing, they were not airmail 
stamps. Although the usual aircraft appear, they are dwarfed 
by an open-book  design. The left page features a Saint-
Exupery profile portrait while the right page contains the title 
of one of his books.   

The 180-franc stamp commemorates the 1929 publication of 
Saint-Exupery’s first novel, “Southern Mail” (Courrier Sud). 
He had been in charge of an airfield in the Sahara. The    
novel was based on his experiences there and celebrated    
the courage of early airmail pilots. The 220-franc stamp   
features his similarly themed “Night Flight” (Vol de nuit),  
published in 1931 after he had returned from Argentina, 
where he had helped establish an airmail system. “Night 
Flight” became his first true literary success. It was later 
adapted into a 1933 Hollywood film. The 410-franc honors 
his “War Pilot” (Pilote de Guerre), published in the U.S. as 
“Flight to Arras.” This is Saint-Exupery’s memoir written in  

                   Continued on page 5 

Longtime member (over 
50 years) of the Kettle 
Moraine Coin and Stamp 
Club, Richard Kern 
passed away on         
December 3rd at the age 
of 86, after a short battle 
with recurring cancer. 
Richard was retired  
from the West Bend 
Company. He was 
Treasurer of the Club at 
the time of his death. 
Besides a great collector 
of coins and stamps, 
Richard also collected 
board games, old road 
maps, books and Fisher 
Price toys. The Club 
remembers him most for 
his wonderful stamp and coin games he provided for annual  
Christmas parties for many years. Richard always had a smile on 
his face and despite painful hip and arthritis problems he was al-
ways at the club meetings and never complained. 
 
Richard was born in St. Killian, WI, and grew up on the family 
farm. He served in the Korean War from 1951-53 and following 
his marriage to Barbara in 1956, they settled in a home in West 
Bend where he would remain for 60 years. Barbara passed away  
in 2008 after 52 years of marriage. Richard wanted to stay in his 
home and was able to do so until a few weeks before his passing.  
Richard and Barbara had seven children, 13 grandchildren and 
seven great-grandchildren. Deepest sympathies are extended to his     
family. 

 

By David Hunsicker of the Kettle Moraine Stamp Club 

Richard Kern 

ANTOINE SAINT-EXUPERY:  

French Pioneer Airmail Pilot and Writer  

By Clete Delvaux of the Green Bay Philatelic Society 

Antoine Saint-Exupery 

French West Africa Scott C11 

Senegal Scott 821 Senegal Scott 822 Senegal Scott 823 

Richard Kern 
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Antoine Saint-Exupery:  

French Pioneer Airmail Pilot and Writer  

Continued from page 4 

1942 recounting his role in the Armee de’l Air as a pilot of a         
reconnaissance plane during the Battle of France in 1940.] 

Saint-Exupery was awakened from his reveries by laboring  
engine noises. A glance at the fuel gauge showed he was getting 
low on fuel. Had his reconnaissance plane been hit by enemy 
flak? He had crash-landed in the past, but by now he was out 
over the Mediterranean Sea…. 

He remembered the crash landing in the Sahara in 1935. He  
and his copilot were attempting to break the air speed record 
between Paris and Saigon. En route his plane had gone down in 
the desert. They had wandered the desert for days, nearly dying 
of exposure and dehydration before being rescued by a Bedouin 
nomad. Saint-Exupery’s 1939 memoir, “Wind, Sand, and 
Stars,” which includes an account of the events, surpassed the 
success of his earlier works, winning the prestigious Grand 
Prize for Novel Writing from the Academie Francaise and the 
National Book award in the United States. 

Following the German invasion of France, his reconnaissance 
plane was downed again, but he escaped France through      
Portugal to New York, where he advocated for the United 
States to enter the war. While in New York, Saint-Exupery 
would publish    his masterpiece, “The Little Prince,” in both 
French and English. “The Little Prince” was a children’s fable 
for adults. It is a poetic and mystical tale of a pilot stranded     
in the desert and his conversation with a young prince from 
another planet. Translated into more than 200 languages, it is 
considered one of the greatest books of the 20th Century and one 
of the best-selling books of all time. It has been adapted to a 
Grammy-winning children’s album, featuring Richard Burton, 
and a 1974 musical film featuring Gene Wilder and Bob Fosse, 
and more. 

[THE STAMPS: The stamps honoring 
Saint-Exupery have mutated from his 
days as an airmail pilot to later stamps 
that featured his writings. Recent issues 
like the Israeli stamp shown at left have 
commemorated “The Little Prince.” In 
1998 France issued a strip of five 
stamps honoring Saint-Exupery. The 
five show no planes or pilots. Rather 
they feature only his illustrations from 
“The Little Prince.” (Only one stamp is 
shown here below). 

Perhaps my favorite stamp 
honoring Saint-Exupery is the 
Argentina souvenir sheet 
which shows all the facets    
of his life from the young 
airmail pilot and his plane to 
the illustration of his final 
masterpiece: “The Little Prince.” 

Saint-Exupery again was aroused 
from his remembrances. Out of 
fuel, his plane was skimming the 
Mediterranean’s waves. He would 
never be heard from again.  

Saint-Exupery 
was only 44 
when his plane 

went down in the Mediterranean Sea. He 
should be remembered for one other aspect 
of his flying days: Although he did not 
shoot down any enemy planes, he was a true 
patriot/hero who did his part to defeat the 
Axis Powers in World War II. 

Israel Scott  1207 

      France Scott 2668a 

Argentina Scott B164 

New Caledonia  
Scott 848 

U.S. Celebrated Two Newest States with Commemorative Airmail Stamps 

 Did you know that the last two states admitted to the United States were 
both commemorated on 7¢ airmail stamps issued on the day they became states.  
Alaska became the 49th state on January 3, 1959. The event is commemorated 
on U.S. Scott C53 pictured to the left. Hawaii became the 50th state on August 
29, 1959. Hawaii statehood is commemorated on U.S. Scott C55 pictured here 
to the right. Don’t these stamps beautifully portray our 49th and 50th states? 



 

Page 6                                                                                         Across the Fence Post                                                                     March 2018  

 

  

 How many of us who gather to chat Across the Fence Post 
started collecting stamps in the era from 1938 into the early 
1960s when the Presidential Issue of 1938 carried the mail? How 
many of us soaked Prexies off the mail which arrived at home 
and saved our allowance money to buy mint copies at the local 
post office? How many yards did you have to mow to get a mint 
Harding or Coolidge? 

 Today the Prexies, the common name for the Presidential 
Issue of 1938 with 32 denominations, are a fascinating collecting 
specialty with opportunities for collectors across the spectrum   
of experience and one in which interesting material is still      
affordable. How cool is that? 

 As with any aspect of stamp collecting or postal history, the 
key to having fun in building a collection is in identifying the 
possibilities before beginning the search. The purpose of this 
article is to outline some, but certainly not all, of the options 
which can make collecting Prexies a coherent challenge and 
guide the hunt for material. 

 One approach is to collect by format: sheet stamps (1/2¢ to 
$5), horizontal (1¢ to 10¢) and vertical (1¢ to 3¢) coils, and 
booklet stamps, panes, and covers (1¢ to 3¢). Finding different 
booklet cover designs can be challenging. The marginal       
markings of the electric eye and pre-Electric Eye printings     can 
expand the options in a format collection. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Instead of collecting every denomination, a focus on a      

single or small group of values can offer a surprising number     
of  options. The fractional (1/2¢, 1 1/2 ¢, and 4 1/2¢) and the 
bicolored dollar denominations are just two specialty groups. 

 Collecting plate numbers is not a simple task because of the 
number of plates used over more than 20 years and because of 
the number of collecting options: used singles on or off cover, 
plate blocks singly or “around the clock” (the same number from 
each of the pane positions), or coil or booklet pane numbers. The 
Durland Standard Plate Number Catalog (2008) lists 586 plate 
numbers for just the 3¢ Jefferson in the three formats. 

 Like plate numbers, Bureau- and locally-printed precancels 
can result in a collection of  hundreds of stamps.  Focusing on     
a specific state like Wisconsin can make the collection more 
manageable. 

Collecting the Prexies:                                           
An 80th Anniversary Salute   

By James E. Byrne of the Northwoods Philatelic Society 

 Errors, freaks, and oddities include miscuts, misperfs, 
imperfs, and color varieties. With the high values, color      
registration problems can be visually striking. 

 The Canal Zone overprints on first-day covers are     
visually attractive, but the stamps properly used on cover can 
be challenging to find. 

 First-day covers, event covers, and patriotic cachets are 
still another specialty which can result in a large collection if 
not narrowed. Focusing on Wisconsin events or patriotics with 
Wisconsin postmarks can be a fruitful option. 

 It is with the postal history, however, that the collecting 
options really expand. As can be expected, in the more than  
20 years in which the Prexies were the workhorse definitives, 
postage rates changed, and each stamp had multiple uses  
singly and in combination. Indeed, the fractionals, which do  
depict presidents, had to be added to the set because there 
were rates that could not be paid by any of the Prexies.       
Airmail and parcel post rates can be complex, and special 
rates are sometimes missing in collections simply because 
they are obscure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mixed franking used to pay a rate can result in some   
interesting combinations of stamps. 

 

 

        

           Continued on page 8 

Wisconsin Dells postmark on a 1 1/2¢ prexie 

1¢ Washington with    
Walworth, Wis. precancel 

1948 WFSC cover 

1939 special delivery from Milwaukee (cropped) 

“Clipper” airmail to Germany with mixed franking  
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Here is one of my favorite airmail sets, United Nations C1-2. 
 
It looks so much more modern than its year of issue (1951) 
would suggest. It seems to have an almost swinging sixties 
style. The similarity of birds to planes has occurred to everyone, 
of course, but I’ve never seen it executed in such a simple, yet 
elegant design. 
 
I prefer the 6¢ stamp (which Scott calls “henna brown”) to C2 
the 10¢ “bright blue green” stamp of the same design.  Henna 
brown just seems to be a more unusual color. 

 
Editor’s Note: Thanks to Joe for responding to my suggestion 
last month that if you have a fovorite airmail stamp, let me 
know. He emailed me this write up and the stamp images.  Any  
others out there? If so, email to: fiveperrys@athenet.net 

Finally, how could we take a trip to Ireland without mentioning 
the shamrock? It is said that St. 
Patrick used the three-leafed 
shamrock, already a religious 
symbol to the ancient Druids that 
inhabited Ireland in St. Patrick’s 
day, to explain to the Druids the 
Christian  concept of the Trinity. 
The stamp to the right shows a 
shamrock and was issued on St. 
Patrick’s Day in 2007. 
 
I hope you have enjoyed our brief 
trip to the “Emerald Isle.” May 
the luck of the Irish be with you. 

A Favorite Airmail Stamp 

By Joe Kowalski of the Fond du Lac Stamp Club 

U.N. Scott C1 U.N. Scott C2 

The Editor’s Turn 

Continued from page 3 

Another obvious highlight of Ireland is the Blarney stone located 
in Blarney Castle. Legend has it that if you kiss the Blarney stone 
you will be blessed with eloquent speech the rest of your life. 
Trust me it is no easy task to kiss the Blarney stone. One must 
climb to the top of Blarney Castle, lie on your back, then hang 

your head backwards, 
and plant one on some 
stone that who knows 
has had their lips on it 
before you—yuck! 
Guess who did it, yep 
yours truly, wish it had 
helped my speech. 
Shown to the left is a 
postcard depicting 
Blarney castle. 
 

There are so many interesting topics depicted on Irish stamps. 
There are joint issues with the U.S. and other countries, wildlife 
(especially birds), athletics, historical figures, and so on. I feel 
that I have to mention golf. There have been many fine golfers 
from Ireland, most notably today is Rory McIlroy. This pair of 

stamps issued in 1975 
shows two golfers 
chipping and putting 
on a scenic Irish 
course. Wish I was 
with them. 
 

Postcard of Blarney Castle 

Ireland Scott 371-72 

2007 St. Patrick’s Day stamp 

Last Call: DANEPEX ‘18 and WISCOPEX ‘18 
Exhibits - Entries Due by March 31 

DANEPEX 
 All WFSC members         
are welcomed to exhibit at  
DANEPEX. The show will  
feature single-frame          
championship competition. 
Other exhibit classes offered are 
Open (multi-frame), Youth, and 
Non-competitive. 
 Judges are Ken Grant and 
Dan Undersander, both WFSC 
certified. 
 DANEPEX will be held 
Sunday April 8, at the Crowne 
Plaza Hotel in Madison, WI. 
 To request an entry form 
and more details, contact     
Exhibits co-Chair John Paré at 
(608) 852-7358, or email at: 
pare16@mhtc.net. 

WISCOPEX 
 WFSC members may enter 
their exhibits at WISCOPEX. 
There will be four- and eight-
page non-competitive exhibits 
(this year’s prompt is the letter 
“P.”) There are also Champion 
of Champions, Open (includes 
display), Single-frame, Youth, 
and Non-competitive classes. 
Frames are limited and on a 
first-come first-served basis. 
Judges will be Kathy Johnson 
and Dan Undersander. 
 WISCOPEX will be held 
May 5-6 at the Voyageur Inn 
& Conference Center in 
Reedsburg, WI. 
 Request an entry form 
from Exhibits co-Chair John 
Paré, (608) 852-7358, or email 
at: pare16@mhtc.net. 
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Collecting the Prexies:                                           
An 80th Anniversary Salute   

Continued from page 6 

 Auxiliary markings can place covers into some interesting 
contexts historically. Suspended service covers give witness to 
the spread of war and censor tapes or marks document political 
intrusion into postal delivery. 

 

 

 Unusual uses can be intriguing and add seldom seen      
material to a collection.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Improperly used Prexies can also be an area of                
specialization. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Fortunately for collectors, there are a number of very good 
resources from which to mine a wealth of information about the 
Prexies. The Prexies: The 1938 Presidential Series of  
Definitive Stamps of the United States at:                             
<http://www.rdhinstl.info/prexies/uprexie3.htm> is a useful  
place to start. It is easily accessible online and the uses for each 
denomination are given. 

  Richard W. Helbock’s Prexie Postal History (1988, 2003) 
continues to be a helpful text for both new and experienced   
Prexie collectors. The chapter on airmail use is especially       
valuable for its coverage of rates. Shop for the best price online. 

 Louis Fiset’s Prexie Era: Postal History and Stamp          
Production, 1938–1962 (2017) is the current essential volume  
for collectors of Prexies and other issues from that era. It is a 
good read well illustrated and a book to keep close at hand as      
a reference. 

 How am I celebrating the Prexie anniversary? I have        
combined postal and political history to use transatlantic covers 
to document the fall of Europe into World War II ˗ the free flow 
of mail, the beginning of censorship, currency control labels, and 
finally suspension of service. I’m trying to tell a real-life story 
with covers, and I’m having a ball. The set of stamps which were 
important to me when I started collecting have reenergized me 
and made collecting exciting again. How cool is that? 

“Clipper” airmail to Vichy, France, with  
British censor tape and “Service Suspended” marking 

Collect-on-delivery mailing label, Racine, WI 

Prexie on card mailed from Canada to Wisconsin 
with 6¢ penalty due 

60¢ airmail rate, Camp McCoy, Sparta, WI  
to French Cameroon, 1944 

Who is Blanche Stuart Scott 

 Blanche Stuart Scott is credited with being the first American 
female aviator. It happened somewhat by accident. According to 
Wikipedia, she was taking flying lessons from Glenn Curtiss, a 
famous aviator in his own right. Curtiss had installed a governor 
of sorts on the biplane she was practicing on. This was to      pre-
vent the plane from gaining enough speed to fly, but allowing 
Scott to learn to taxi the plane. There was either a gust of wind or 
the governor failed and she inadvertently flew to a height of 
about 40 feet for a short        
distance. Scott went on to 
become a member of Curtiss’ 
flying exhibition team and 
eventually a stunt pilot. She 
was known for her “death 
dives” from an altitude of 
4,000 feet, pulling out at 
about 200 feet. She was  
nicknamed “Tomboy of the 
Air” for this and other    
amazing flying fetes.   

Blanche Stuart Scott with her biplane 
on U.S. Scott C99 

http://www.rdhinstl.info/prexies/uprexie3.htm
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“In Flanders Fields” 

By Clete Delvaux of the Green Bay Philatelic Society 

  The area around Ypres in Belgian 
Flanders saw the most horrific fighting in 
all of the First World War. “Hundreds of 
thousands died there for ground where 
gains were measured in mere yards.” This 
is where the Germans introduced the 
flamethrower and poison gas. Its horror 
inspired major John McCrae, a Canadian 
doctor, to write his poem In Flanders 
Fields on May 3, 1915, after he had    pre-
sided at the funeral of friend and fellow 
soldier Lieutenant Alexis Helmer, who 
had died at the Second Battle of Ypres. 

 It is one of the most popular and most quoted poems from 
the war. The poem’s references to red poppies that grew over 
the graves of fallen soldiers    
resulted in the remembrance  
poppy becoming one of the 
world’s most recognized        
memorial symbols for soldiers 
who died in conflict. Although In 
Flanders Fields is most popular 
in Canada, it is also widely 
known in the United States, 
where it is associated with      
Memorial Day—observed every 
year on the last Monday of May.  

 The war had worn McCrae down. He contracted pneumonia 
and later came down with cerebral meningitis. On January 28, 
1918 (almost ten months before the end of the war), he died at 
the military hospital at Wimereux and was buried there with       
military honors. A book of McCrae’s works, featuring In     
Flanders Fields, was published the following year. 

 Canada Post honored the 50th anniversary of McCrae’s death 
with a stamp in 1968. In 2015, Canada Post commemorated the 
centennial of his famous poem with a pane of five stamps (both 
shown on this page). 

 Since the poem is difficult to read in its script version as 
McCrae wrote it, I set it out here: 

In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row,  
That mark our place; and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
Scarce heard among the guns below. 
 

We are the dead. Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 
Loved and were loved, and now we lie 
In Flanders fields. 
 

Take up our quarrel with the foe: 
To you from falling hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 
If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow  
In Flanders fields. 

 McCrae was born in McCrae House in Guelph, Ontario,   
Canada, in November 1872. His birthplace has been converted 
into a museum dedicated to his life and the war. Although he was 
primarily a physician, McCrae’s In Flanders Fields, translated 
into many languages, will keep his memory as a poet alive for the 
ages. Like his earlier poetry, In Flanders Fields “focused on 
death and the peace that followed.”  (Wikipedia) 
 
Editor’s Note: The U.S. entered WWI in 1917, but did not really 
send troops to Europe until the summer of 1918. I thought it 
worth noting our country’s involvement and this piece by Clete 
Delvaux, while about a Canadian major, did a nice job of        
covering the horrors of the war. Thanks Clete. 

 Major John McCrae 

Canada Scott 487 commemorating 
Major John McCrae                     

and his poem In Flanders Fields 

Canada Scott 2835 commemorating McCrae’s poem In Flanders Fields 
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WFSC Show Schedule 

WFSC CLUB SHOWS 

(Some dates and details may be subject to change, and there will likely be additional listings.) 

Back issues of 
ATFP can be 

viewed online at 
www.wfscstamps

.org 

 

April 8, 2018 

DANEPEX ‘18 
 Badger Stamp Club 
Crowne Plaza Hotel 

4402 E. Washington Ave. (across 
from East Towne Mall) 

Madison, WI 
Sun. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  

 
Contact: Bob Voss, P.O. Box 35, 

McFarland, WI 53558  
608-838-1033,   

lestamps@charter.net 
  

Judged Exhibits and Bourse 
 

March 24, 2018 

 BAYPEX ‘18 
Green Bay Philatelic Society 
St. Matthew Catholic Church 

Multipurpose Room 
2575 S. Webster Ave. (parking in 

rear), Green Bay, WI 
Sat. 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 
Contact: Mark Schroeder 

920-337-9616 or  
mrkthetuba@gmail.com 

 
Exhibits and Bourse  

OTHER MAJOR SHOWS  
AND BOURSES  

FREE CLASSIFIED 
ADS 

If you are a WFSC                       
member club,                                           

a member-at-large,  or an 
individual belonging to a WFSC 

member club,                                                    
you are entitled to two free ads                                             

of 25 words per year.                                                            

March 10 - 11, 2018 

Rockford/Loves Park, IL 
 

ROCKFORD Stamp Expo, 
Rockford Stamp Club, Forest 

Hills Lodge, 1601 W. Lane Rd. 
(Hwy. 173) 

Sat. 10-5 and Sun. 10-4 
 

Exhibits and Bourse 

May 5-6, 2018 

WISCOPEX 2018 

  
 
 
 
 

WFSC 87th Annual Convention 
Host: Baraboo Area Stamp Club  
Voyageur Inn and Conf. Center 
200 Viking Dr., Reedsburg, WI 

Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-3 
Contact: Bob Jobe (608) 356-2431 

 rjobe@centurytel.net 
 

Judged Exhibits, Seminars, Bourse   

List your show, bourse, auction or other event here! 
Contact Karen Weigt, 4184 Rose Ct., Middleton, WI 53562 

Phone: 608-836-1509, (klweigt@gmail.com) 

June 1-3, 2018 

River Grove, IL 
 

COMPEX ‘18, Chicago Area 
Philatelic Societies, Guerin  

College Prep., 8001 W. Belmont 
Ave. 

Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-4 
 Judged Exhibits and Bourse 

July 7, 2018                       

 BAY DE NOC STAMP AND 
COIN SHOW 

Bay de Noc Stamp and Coin Club 
Bay College, 2000 N. 30th Street, 
Joseph Heirman Bldg., Rm. 952 
(accessed from Danforth Rd.), 

Escanaba, MI 
Sat. 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. EDT 

 
Contact: Richard Reiffers 

906-233-9261 or  
rgrpaperboy@earthlink.net 

 
Bourse  only 

July 28, 2018 

 13th LAKELAND COIN AND 
STAMP CLUB SUMMER 

SHOW 
Lakeland Stamp and Coin Club 
Woodruff Town Hall, Hwy 47E, 

Woodruff, WI 
Sat. 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  

 
Contact: Dean Marin, P.O.B. 202, 

Woodruff, WI   54568 
715-356-9453 

 
Bourse  only 

Please Support  
our Advertisers! 

Broaden Your 
Horizons 

Collect Stamps! 

March 9-11, 2018 

Oakbrook, IL 
 

ASDA Midwest Stamp Show 
American Stamp Dealers Assoc., 
Holiday Inn Chicago Oakbrook, 

 17W350 22nd Street 
Sat. 10-5 and Sun. 10-3  

Bourse  

April 7-8, 2018 

Wheeling, IL 
 

MSDA Spring Show 
 Midwest Stamp Dealers Assoc., 

Ramada Inn Chicago North Shore 
1090 S. Milwaukee Avenue 

Sat. 10-5 and Sun. 10-4 
 

Bourse only 

July 7-8, 2018 

Wheeling, IL 
 

MSDA Summer Stamp Show  
Midwest Stamp Dealers Assoc. 

Ramada Inn Chicago North 
Shore, 1090 S. Milwaukee Ave.  

Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-3 
 Bourse only 

June 30-July 1, 2018 

Milwaukee, WI 
 

MSDA Milwaukee Show  
Midwest Stamp Dealers Assoc. 

Crowne Plaza Milwaukee Airport 
6401 So. 13th Street 
 Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-3 

 Bourse only 

July 20-22, 2018 

Crystal, MN 
 

Minnesota Stamp Expo, 
Maplewood Stamp Club, Twin 

City Phil. Soc., Lake Minnetonka 
Stamp Club, Minn. Stamp    

Dealers Association  
Crystal Community Center 
4800 N. Douglas Dr. North 

Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4 
 

 Judged Exhibits, Seminars, 
Bourse  

http://www.wfscstamps.org
http://www.wfscstamps.org

