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NEWSLETTER OF THE WISCONSIN FEDERATION OF STAMP CLUBS 

Bv WFSC President Jerry D. Weasner 

A Favorite Topical 
I'm very pleased to see 
the U.S. Postal Service 
issuing so many 
aircraft-related stamps 
this year. 

Having served for 

several years in the 
U.S. Air Force, I 
especially appreciate 
the stamp that com
memorates the USAF' s 50th anniversary. It 
features the Thunderbirds , aerial demonstration 
planes, flying in formation. This year we'll 
also see a stamp commemorating the 50th 
anniversary of rocket-powered aircraft. It 
shows the Bell X-1 , flown by Chuck Yeager, 
one of the best test pilots in history , as it 
breaks the sound barrier. Additionally, we'll 
have the pane of 20 historical biplanes 1 Many 

other countries have also issued aircraft stamps 
this year. 

I try to collect all aircraft stamps issued 
worldwide during the past five years. A lot of 
them are associated World War II and its 
anniversary years. It 's quite a challenge 
whether in mint or used condition . 

Just because spring is here and summer is 
on the way , it's no reason to abandon stamp 
collecting. Visit the several upcoming shows 
and, of course, soon those who collect flowers 
on stamps can get out in the garden and grow 
the real thing. ■ 

Wisconsin Speakers at 
STAMPSHOW 97 
One of the meeting rooms at ST AMPSHOW 
has been set aside to showcase the talents and 
expertise of Wisconsin philatelists . You will 
recognize many of these names, as many have 
written about their specialties in ATFP or other 
periodicals . Here is your opportunity to meet 
them in person, learn more about their special
ized areas, and ask questions. A tentative 
schedule is listed below: 

Friday, August 22 

10 a.m. Racine Postal History - Ray Wood 
11 a.m. Czeslaw Slania the Master Engraver 

- Alice Archie 
12 noon Railway Post Offices in Wisconsin 

- Merwin Leet 
1 p.m. How to Stop Collecting Covers and 

Become a Postal Historian - Jim Hale 
2 p.m. Windowing- an exhibitor 's option 

- Fred Ziemann and Roland Essig 
3 p.m. U .S. Christmas Issues - Serge Logan 
4 p.m. Essays and Proofs Without Exclamation 

Points - Barbara Mueller 

Saturday, August 23 

10 a.m. Episodes in Historical Philately - using 
philatelic material to document history 
- Barbara Mueller 

11 a.m . Collecting Airmail - Greg Schmidt 
12 noon Reply Coupons of all Kinds and 

Countries - Dr. Allan Hauck 
l p.m. Collecting Modem Varieties - Gregg 

Greenwald 
2 p.m. Freedom of Religion on United States 

Stamps - Verna Shackleton 
3 p.m. Coil Waste Issues of the United States 

- Wallace Cleland 
4 p.m. Buying Stamps Directly from Postal 

Administrations - pros and cons and 
how-to-do-it - Dr. Allan Hauck 

Sunday, August 24 

10 a.m. Tips for Procuring Newsletter Articles -
motivating writers - Karen Weigt 

11 a.m. Read Any Good History Philately? -
American and African-American 
Stamps as Storytellers - Richard 
Ralston 

12 noon Birds of Sierra Leone - a philatelic 
view - Don Carter 

l p.m. United Nations - Bob Mather 
2 p.m. Oddities and Curiosities - Gene 

Bowman 

WFSC Announcements 
1997-98 SHOW/BOURSE/MEETING 
INFO FLIER 
The annual flier will be updated and sent with 
the September issue of Across the Fence Post . 
It includes shows and commercial bourses to 
be held not only within Wisconsin , but also in 
areas that border the state. 

If you want your show/bourse to appear on 

the list covering events through the summer of 
1998, send details by no later than August 15, 
1997 , to: Karen Weigl, 4184 Rose Ct., 
Middleton, WI 53562-4339, (608) 836-1509 , or 
e-mail karenweigt@compuserve .com. Include a 
contact name, address and phone number. 

CLUB MAILING LIST 
An updated 1997 WFSC member-club mailing 
list is available for direct-mail club show/ 
event publicity purposes. Request a copy 
from : WFSC Central Office and Secretary , 
Karen Weigt (address , etc. , shown in previous 
paragraph) . Note, the list is for WFSC 
member-club use ony. 

Club News 
,.. TRI-PEX DATE CHANGE 

Due to a double-booking by the hall manage
ment , dates for the 1997 TRI-PEX Stamp Fair 
have been changed to June 28-29 . The event 
will be held at St. Aloysius Gonzaga Hall, 1435 
So . 92nd St. , West Allis , WI. Hours are 
10 a.m . to 5 p .m. on Saturday; 10 a .m. to 
4 p.m. on Sunday. 

(continued on p . 3) 



MI LCOPEX '97 
Milwaukee Philatelic Society, Inc. 

Annual Postage Stamp Exhibition and Bourse 
Hosting the National Convention of 

UNITED POSTAL STATIONERY SOCIETY 

NEW LOCATION 
WISCONSIN STATE FAIR PARK 

I-94 and 84th Street - Gate 5 
81 st Street and West Greenfield A venue - Gate 2 

Milwaukee/West Allis, Wisconsin 

TRADE MART - BUILDING #741 
Wisconsin State Fair Park Address 

Grandstand Avenue and Third Street 

SEPTEMBER 19 - 21, 1997 
FRIDAY ( 10 am to 6pm) SATURDAY (10 am to 6 pm) SUNDAY (10 am to 4 pm) 

COME JOIN THE FUN OF STAMP COLLECTING 

FREE ADMISSION - FREE PARKING 
$250 IN SHOPPING PRIZES - 50 CHANCES FOR YOU TO WIN 

APS Champion of Champions Qualifying Exhibit 
2750 pages of Stamp Exhibits 

APS Judging Seminar and Critique 
Pictorial Cachet & Cancel - A wards Banquet 

Bureau of Engraving and Printing - Special Issue Souvenir Card 
YOUTH PROGRAM ON FRIDAY, SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 

Jolly-the-Clown ART PETRI 
shares with the youth innovative stamp collecting 

A 35 Table Bourse from thoughout the U.S. 

EXHIBIT RULES 
AND APPLICATIONS 

G.C. YOST 
PO BOX 1013 

MILWAUKEE WI 53201-1013 

WRITE TODAY FOR: 

BOURSE APPLICATION 
JOHN R. FAGAN 

W140N7470 LILLY RD 
MENOMONEE FALLS WI 

53051-4608 
Telephone (414) 251-0617 

Fax (414) 251-2226 

ALL OTHER 
INFORMATION 

MILWAUKEE PHILATELIC 
SOCIETY, INC. 

PO BOX 1980 
MILWAUKEE WI 53201-1980 



Wisconsin Collectors Put 
Sierra Leone E-zine on 
the Internet 
About a year ago, a member of the Waukesha 

County Philatelic Society, Don Carter of 

Muskego, and Paul Vreugdenhil of Madison 

started a little bimonthly e-zine called the Sierra 
Leone Stamp Collector on the World Wide Web . 

Don and Paul are avid Sierra Leone stamp 

collectors . They are both sons of former mission
aries to that country and lived in Sierra Leone for 

a number of years. 

The country is a former British colony on the 

West Coast of Africa about seven degrees north 

of the equator. Sierra Leone has issued stamps 

since 1859, and it was the first to produce self

adhesive and foil stamps. 

The magazine has been well received by 

those interested in Sierra Leone philatelic 
matters and is now in its second volume . Even 

the West Africa Study Circle, a British group of 

collectors interested in West African postal 
matters, has recognized the Seirra Leone Stamp 

Collecror with warm approval. It has been 

described as "a good read." 
To see the publication, go to: http :// 

sapphire. surgery. wise . edu/stamps/ index . html . 

If you have questions about the publication 
or Sierra Leone stamps , you can contact Don 

at doncart@execpc .com , or Paul at 

vreug@surgery. wise . edu. ■ 

Club News (cont'd) 
FONDYPEX REVIVED 
After a six-year hiatus, FONDYPEX returns as a 
one-day show this fall. The event is sponsored by 

the Fond du Lac Stamp Club and will be held on 

Saturday, September 13 at the American Legion 
Memorial Clubhouse in Fond du Lac, WI. Show 

hours are 10 a. m . to 5 p .m . For further details , 

contact: Fred Ericksen, P .O. Box 821, Fond du 
Lac, WJ 54936-082 1. 

DANEPEXRETURNSATNEW 
LOCATION 
The Badger Stamp Club's annual DANEPEX 

returns on Saturday , November I, after a one

year break to search for a new location. The 

show will be held from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m . on 

Madison's far-east side at Abundant Life Chris

tian Church School , 4901 E . Buckeye Road. 
Features are a 16- to IS-dealer bourse, U.S. 

Postal Service Substation, competitive exhibits , 

and a youth activities area . A display related to 
the show theme of postal "firsts" will include 

Madison 's earliest known cover postmarked 

October 22, 1837. 

For further information, contact: Karen 

Weigt, 4184 Rose Ct. , Middleton, WI 53562-

4339, (608) 836-1509. 

KENOSHA'S STAMP SHOW '97 
EXHIBIT AW ARDS 
ST AMP SHOW '97 , sponsored by the Kenosha 

Stamp and Cover Club, was held February 15-16 

at St. Mark 's Auditorium in Kenosha . Show 
covers, which depict the first two United States 

stamps, are still available. For mail-order 

information, contact: KSCC , P.O . Box 1524, 
Kenosha , WI 53141 -1541. 

Exhibit awards were as follows: 

Best of Show plus 1st in topical category -

Perfins of the New York Life Insurance Co ., by 

Robert Balcome 

2nd in topical category - Raising the Flag on lwo 
Jima , by Frank Garniss 

3rd in topical category plus People 's Choice -

Louis Braille and the Blind, by Kurt and 

Irmgard Daniels 

1st in theme category - First U.S. Postage 
Stamps , by Serge Logan 

1st in U .S. category - Statue of Libeny, by 

Dennis Mueller 

2nd in U.S. category - U.S. Issues of 1847, 1851 
and 1857, by Louis Perri 

3rd in U .S. category - Hearts: U.S. Love 
Stamps , by Helen Larsen 

0 
ACROSS THE FENCE POST is the official publication of the Wisconsin Federa
tion of Stamp Clubs, Inc., a 501(c)3 non-profit organization and life member of 
the APS since 1953. For WFSC membership information, contact the Central Office. 

ATFP is published monthly Sept. -Apr.; bimonthly May-Aug. News of Wiscon-
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Advertising Managers, ATFP, P.O. Box 247, Reedsv ille , WI 54230 - phone (414) 772-4297 . For a 
complete list of advertising rates and policies (display, classified and listings), see the May-June '95 
issue of ATFP, or request a copy from the advertising managers . 



By Robert E. Lieb. Badger Stamp Club 

Trans-Mississippi 
Issue of 1898 

Robert Lieb collec1ed s1amps as a child and 

re/umed ro 1he hobby in 1987. 111 1992, he 

decided 10 specialize in lhe Trans-Mississippi 

issue and has exhibiled his collec1io11 al local 

and 11a1ional shows in Michigan. His exhibil also 

appeared in open compelilion al WISCOPEX '97. 

Bob 's Olher collec1ing i111eres1s are Uni1ed 

Srmes airmail slamps and Israel. He is a 

member of rhe American Philarelic Sociery and 

the Sociely of Israel Philarelisls. Bob's posilion 

as senior public heallh advisor wi1h the Cenrers 

for Disease Comrol and Preve/llion recenrly 

brouglu him to 1he Madison area, where he 

joined 1he Badger S1amp Club. 

Next year marks 100 years since the printing 
of the Trans-Mississippi stamps, and rumors 
are they will be reproduced for the anniver

sary, just like what was done with the Colum
bians in 1993 . Regardless of the outcome of 

the rumors, the armiversary is sure to bring 
collector awareness to the beauty of this series , 

the reason I began my specialized collection. 

series , there was a roar of protests from 
collectors, dealers , and stamp societies who felt 
imposed upon as when the long Columbian set 
was issued in 1893 . The postmaster general's 
response was, "No one is compelled to buy the 

high values unless he wishes to do so." 
The Post Office Department originally 

plarmed to produce the stamps in two colors: 

the frames in various colors according to 

green. The 1¢ denomination paid the un
sealed circular rate , drop letter rate. and 
third-class letter rate . Figure 1 shows proper 
usage of a pair of the 1¢ values for the 1898 
first-class letter rate . 

2¢ - This stamp depicts a Western 
grainfield from the photograph Farming in 

the West. Color varieties are copper-red , 
brown-red, and light-brown red. It was the 
most commonly used stamp from the series 
as it paid the 1898 first-class letter rate . 

Bicolor proofs show the scene on the U 
stamp was originally intended to be used on 
the $2 stamp and vice versa. It was suggested 
that because the 2¢ denomination would have 

a much wider circulation, it should bear the 
scene that is most representative of the West. 
Thus, the scenes were switched when the 
stamps were issued. 

This series is often called the "Omaha" 
issue because the event it commemorated was 
held in Omaha , NE, and was officially known 
as the Trans-Mississippi and International 
Exposition . The exposition was held from 
June 1, 1898, to November 1, 1898, but the 

set of nine stamps was not placed on first-day 

sale until June 17. 1898. 

Fig. 2 - Proper use ofihe 5¢ value on a Spanish-American War flag palriolic cover paying lhe 

jirs1-class overseas rate from rhe United S1a1es ro S1ockholm, Sweden. 

Today , this second set of commemorative 

stamps (the Columbians being the first) is 
widely regarded as one of the most beautiful 
sets ever issued. However. when the postmas
ter general announced his intention of includ
ing a $1 and $2 denomination within the 

denominations, with all the center vignettes in 

black. The bicolor idea was abandoned when 

the Spanish-American War broke out in April 

1898 and necessitated the printing of enormous 

quantities of revenue stamps . Consequently, 
time and manpower needed to print postage 

stamps in two colors could not be spared . The 

Trans-Mississippi issue would not have been 
the first bicolor stamps since some of 

the 1869 pictorials are bicolored. 

The scenes represented on the nine 

Trans-Mississippi stamps all depict 

Western themes and are reproductions 

or adaptations of various forms of 
artwork that existed at the time . The 

following is an overview of each 

stamp , color varieties, and intended 

postage rate usages: 

Fig. J - Cropped from a Spanish-American War parriolic 

cover showing 1he Exposi1ion S1a1ion cancel, of which 1here 

are only 80 known covers wilh 1his posrmark. A pair of 1 ¢ 

1¢ - The scene on this stamp 

was from a painting by Lamprecht 

titled Marque/le on 1he Mississippi. 

Existing color varieties are dark

yellow green , yellow-green , and values pays rhe Jim-class rale. 

4 

4¢ - The scene on this stamp is a 

reproduction of an engraving titled Indian 

Hunting Buffalo. The stamp can be found in 

orange and deep orange, and it paid the first 

class rate for a letter weighing more than one 
ounce but not over two ounces. 

5¢ - The wood engraving Fremont on 

Rocky Mountains was modified for reproduc
tion on this stamp. Color variations are blue, 

dark blue, dull blue, and light blue . It paid 

the first-class overseas rate . Figure 2 shows 

an example of its proper usage . 

8¢ - A drawing titled Troops Guarding 

Wagon Train, by Frederic Remington is 
depicted on this stamp , which has color 

varieties of violet-brown, dark-violet brown, 

and dull-brownish purple . Eight cents paid 
the registered mail fee in 1898. and Figure 3 

shows this stamp ' s use on a registered letter. 

Although the Trans-Mississippi issue had 

few production errors, one error (and a 

rarity) is an 8¢ vertical pair imperforate 

horizontally that is listed in the Scott catalog 



for $17,500! The pair was offered for sale in 1995 
by Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries, Inc. 

10¢ - Hardships of Emigration, a painting by 
A.G. Heaton, is shown on this value, which paid 
the special delivery rate. Figure 4 shows this value 
used for franking a registered first-class letter. 
There are two color varieties for this stamp: gray
violet and blackish violet. 

50¢ - Another Frederic Remington drawing 
was reproduced on this stamp. It is titled Western 

Mining Prospector and can be found in sage green 
and dark-sage green. It did not pay any particular 
postage rate . 

$1 - This Trans-Mississippi is widely re
garded as the best design ever for a United States 
stamp. It shows a reproduction of a picture by J. 

MacWhirter titled Western Cattle in Storm printed 
in black (Figure 5). 

Fig. 5 - Wesrern Cattle in Storm 

$2 - The engraving Mississippi River Bridge 

is shown on the highest value of the set. The 

scene that appeared on the 1896 Republican 
National Convention admission ticket, which 
shows the Eads Bridge over the Mississippi 
River, was the model for the $2 stamp (Figure 

6). The convention was held in St. Louis, MO. 
Color varieties are orange-brown and dark-orange 
brown. As with the 50¢ and $1 values, the $2 
denomination did not pay any 
particular rate. 

Trans-Mississippi stamps are 
expensive. The 1997 Scott catalog 

value for a used set (all nine 
stamps) is $1 ,627.50 and a mint 

set is $4,567 .50. You can buy 

these stamps at a lower cost if you 
are willing to settle for a lesser 
quality of condition and centering. 

All of the Trans-Mississippi 

stamps were printed from JOO
subject plates on paper 
watermarked with a double-line 

USPS that appears sidewise on the 
stamps. Perforations are gauge 12. 

The series was discontinued on 

December 31 , 1898. Shortly 

Fig. 3 - Proper use of the 8¢ value paying the registered rate and pair of lit values for 1he 

2¢ first -class rate. 

,r_,1.P• 
~i# 

Fig . 4 - I Ort value paying thefirsr-class rate of 2¢ plus the 81t registered rate. 

thereafter , all postmasters were Fig . 6 - 1896 Republican National Convention ticker showing Eads Bridge over the Mississippi River, 

instructed to return their unsold stocks to the the scene that appears on rhe 12 Trans-Mississippi stamp. 

Redemption Division for credit. A considerable 
number of the stamps , of all values, were returned. 
In March 1899, they were destroyed in the Post 
Office Department's incinerators . Some values, 

however, remained on sale at the Washington, DC, 

Post Office until February 28, 1900, so it 
was never known just how many copies of 
the various denominations were actually 

sold to the public . ■ 

Reference 
The United States Postage Stamps of the 19th 

Century, by Lester G. Brookman, Vol. 3, 
1967, pp. 161-192 
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By Robert J. Mather 
Waukesha County Philatelic Society 

Dealer Profile: Juno 
Stamps 
Wayne Hassell , owner 
of Juno Stamps in St. 
Paul , MN, is a WFSC 
member-at-large. He 
was recently elected 
president of the 

Minnesota Federation 
of Stamp Clubs. With 
the assistance of the 
WFSC, the MFSC was 

Wayne Hassell 

formed in 1987, and Wayne also served as the 
first president at that time. 

Wayne began collecting stamps as a nine
year-old, but put the hobby aside when he 
served a stint in the Marines after high school. 
When his service was completed , he worked for 
the St. Paul Pioneer Press. He eventually wrote 
a stamp column for the paper , which he still 
writes for the Sunday edition. This rekindled 
his stamp collecting interest. As a result of the 
column, people began asking him if he could 
get stamps for them, which gradually led to the 
development of his stamp dealing business. 
Wayne took early retirement from the paper 
and became a "full-time" dealer. 

"One time at a flea market he 
found a postcard that was 
postmarked in the town and on 
the date of his birth. He 
cherishes that piece greatly." 

He runs the business out of his home and 
primari ly does mail-bid sales. He does not deal 
at very many shows, but he attends several, 
including those in Wisconsin. Wayne has a 

couple of friends who occasionally help him 

with the business, which specializes in Japan 
and Asia, as well as in postal history . He will, 
however , deal in any collectible if it is made of 
paper. Wayne says stamp dealing would be a 
tough way to make a living and profit is hard to 

come by . 
As a collector, Wayne specializes in Marine 

Corps postal history and he has a rather large 

library on this subject. He also collects postal 

history of Dickinson County, MI (his birth
place) and Florence County, WI (where he 

grew up). He belongs to the Minnesota Israel 

Philatelic Society , American Philatelic Society, 
American Stamp Dealers Association, Ameri

can Topical Association, the Minnesota Postal 
History Society, Wisconsin Postal History 
Society, Twin Cities Philatelic Society, and the 

Minnesota Stamp Dealers Association. 
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Wayne now lives in St. Paul with Mary, his 
wife of 35 years . They have two grown chil
dren , a son and a daughter; they have two 
grandchildren as well. None of the family 
collects stamps, although the children were 
interested in the hobby as youths. 

Wayne is a New York Yankees fan and had 
season tickets to the Minnesota Vikings games 
until they moved indoors. He currently has 
season tickets to the St. Paul Saints baseball 
games. Wayne used to do a lot of fishing but 
health problems prevent him from doing much 
of that now . 

When asked for an interesting story related 

to stamp collecting or dealing , Wayne said it is 

always exciting to find a $50 cover in a 50¢ 

box . He has experienced this several times. 

One time at a flea market he found a postcard 
that was postmarked in the town and on the date 

of his birth. He cherishes that piece greatly . 
If one day you find yourself in St. Paul , 

why not look up Wayne. He might just be able 

to find that special stamp or cover that you ' ve 

been looking for. 

We wish him all the best in the future . ■ 

Bv Gregg Greenwald, 2401 Bluebird Ct .. Marshfield. WI 54449-3128 (e-mail 
bluebird@tznet.com). Central Wisconsin Stamp Club 

U.S. Varieties Clearinghouse 
In 1995, the U.S. Postal Service embarked on a 
new set of non-denominated coil stamps for the 
non-profit, bulk, presorted postcard, and 
presorted first-class rates. The multiple printers 
and formats of these issues have many collec
tors in a quandary trying to keep up with what's 
available. I, therefore , constructed the table 
below, which might help to clear the fog . 

Note that Scott has assigned numbers 2902 

through 2912B for these issues. However, the 

latest stamp, just issued March 14, 1997, has 

not yet received a catalog number. 

Many if not all of these stamps are still 

available at a philatelic center near you. 

Because philatelic clerks can ' t sell these stamps 

to ordinary postal customers, they really enjoy 

selling them to collectors. ■ 



By WFSC VP Youth Division MarvAnn Bowman 
P.O. Box 1451. Waukesha. WI 53187 

oinin with uniors 
Two Timely Topics fo r Summer 

Youth essay contest announced 
The American Philatelic Society 

and the Inter-Governmental 

Philatelic Corporation have 

announced an essay contest for youth. The 

purpose of the contest is to encourage youth 

throughout the world to discover the fun and 

excitement of stamp collecting and enable them 
to share that pleasure with their friends and 

contemporaries. The essay is to be on the 

subject "Stamps : A Country's Messengers. " 

Rules state that the essay can approach the 

subject with either a specific message or speak 

in more general terms . 

An essay of at least 350 words with a 

representation of 15 different stamps (mini

mum) must be presented on eight pages . 

Entries will be judged on the basis of content, 

By Steve Langkau. former WFSC Historian 

On Wisconsin 
In /998, the Badger State celebrates its 150th 
anniversary of statehood. As a prelude to the 
occasion, this column regularly features a 
stamp, or other postal item, and story penaining 
10 1he s1a1e of Wisconsin. 

Scoll #C49 

Major Richard I. (Dick) Bong was born, 
received his education and grew up to 

manhood in Poplar, WI. After attending 

Superior State College where he received his 
first pilot training, he joined the U.S . Army 

Air Corps on May 29 , 1941. 

Assigned to the New Guinea combat 
theater of operations on September 5, 1942, 
he quickly proved his mastery in the air by 

shooting down two enemy aircraft in his 

first battle . By destroying a total of 40 

enemy aircraft in air combat, he became 

America's leading air ace of all time . 

A warded the Congressional Medal of Honor 

by a grateful government and winner of 

many other military decorations , he lost his 
life testing a jet plane in August 1945 . ■ 

originality , presentation , and stamps selected to 

convey the message . 

Prizes will be awarded with the first

place winner receiving $5,000 cash. A 

$2,500 U .S. Savings Bond will be awarded 

to the second-place winner . Third place prize 

is a $1 ,000 bond. Up to 25 fourth-place 

winners will receive a $100 bond . Another 

1,000 winners will receive a souvenir cover. 

Not only are youth a winner, so are their 

schools. Cash awards of $500 , $250, and 

$100 will be awarded to the schools of the 

top three prize winners. 

The contest is open to youth between the 

ages of 8 to 12. All entries must be received by 

the American Philatelic Society by July 15, 
I 997 . If you would like a complete set of rules , 

write to: APS, P.O. Box 8000, State College , 

PA 16803, or to me at the address shown 

above . Please include a SASE. 

By Karen Weigt. Editor. ATFP 

A Curious National 
Airmail Week Letter 
Pho!ocopies of !he accompanying cover and [el/er 

were submilled by Milwaukee-area co/lee/or Mary 

Ellen Daniel. 

Post offices throughout the nation responded to 
the U.S . Post Office Department 's call to 
dedicate the week of May 15-21 , 1938, to 
promote airmail service in America. The 
promotion coincided with the 20th anniversary 
of the first United States mail flights. 

A letter found in the 59-year-old cover 
shown below describes what probably was a 
Chicago-area promotion for which the letter 
writer (who could use some spelling lessons) 
wanted to create a souvenir. But, I'm not a 

postal historian , so I welcome input of what 
might be "the rest of the story ." 

@ Boy Scout Stamp Collecting 
Merit Badge seminar at 
STAMPSHOW 

Do you know a Boy Scout who 

might be interested in earning a 
merit badge in stamp collecting? If so , plan to 
bring him to STAMPSHOW on Thursday , 
August 21, 1997 . Plans are in progress to 
provide instruction time as well as hands-on 
activities associated with the hobby. Qualified 
merit badge counselors will be on hand to sign 
off on requirements completed at the event . 

Approximately four hours will be needed to 
complete most of the requirements. Scouts 
hoping to complete and earn their badges at the 
show should have completed requirement 

number 8 and must bring it to the show. 
Scouts registering for this event will have 

the opportunity to attend a first-day ceremony. 
tour the exhibit fl oor, visit the youth area, as 
well as receive direct instruction . Preregistra

tion is required and a smal l fee will be charged 

to cover the cost of supplies . 

For more information and to register , write 

to Mary Ann Bowman at the above address . ■ 

"May 18 , 1938 

"To Whoever Buys This Envelope :

This letter was mailed in the fir st air 
mail delivery from the roseland post 
office to down town chicago . 

The plain left 115th & Ashland at 4 :00 
P.M. Thursday from ther i1 will be 
taken to the central posroffice . The 
plain was flown by Mr. Grayson of 
I 12th.& Emerald Ave . 

Good Luck 
William Hamilton 
11043 Normal Ave. 
Chicago , Ill " 

The cover is addressed to Mr. Hamilton a1 

the address shown in the letter. ii is posrmarked 

Chicago , Ill .. Roseland Sta .. May 19. 1938 . .\ 
p .m. The postmark on the back reads : 60 (or 
09) Chicago , Ill., May 19. 1938. 7 p.m . ■ 

:-n.: ttt e ;1a..."lil-..un 
u x; 1:orn» l }, -v·ei .. 

Ct.i <:n t30, Ill . 



June 21-22 
ANNUAL SHOW AND BOURSE 

Northwoods Stamp and Coin Club 
Nicolet College, LRC Building 

County G, Rhinelander 
(Contact: Larry Marten. 3295 Hancock 

Lake Rd., Harshaw, WI 54529) 

September 13 
FONDYPEX '97 

Fond du Lac Stamp Club 
American Legion Memorial Club House, 

500 Fond du Lac Ave., Fond du Lac 
(Contact: Fred Ericksen, P.O. Box 821 , 

Fond du Lac, WI 54936-0821) 

Show Calendar and Registry 
List your show, bourse, auction or event 

~ FREE for WFSC member-club shows - classified rates for 
non-members and all other events 

June 28-29 
TRI-PEX STAMP FAIR '97 

Polish Amer. Stamp Club, Italian Amer. 
Stamp Club, North Shore Phil. Soc. 

St. Aloysius Gonzaga Hall 
1435 So. 92nd St., West Allis 

(Contact: Robt. Henak, 80 IO N. Mohawk 
Ave., Fox Point, WI 53217) (S/Pl) 

September 19-21 
MILCOPEX '97 

Milwaukee Philatelic Society 
Wisconsin State Fair Park, Milwaukee/ 

West Allis, 1-94 & 84th St. (Gate 5) 
(Contact: MPS, P.O. Box 1980, 

Milwaukee, WI 53201 -1980) 

August 2 1-24 
APS STAMPSHOW 

Wisconsin Center (formerly MECCA) 
Milwaukee 

(Contact: APS, Box 8000, State College, 
PA 16803 - phone (814) 237-3803, 

fax (814) 237-6128, 
e-mail kpmartin@stamps.org) (1/Pl) 

September 27-28 
WAUSAm '97 

Wisconsin Valley Philatelic Society 
VFW Hall, 388 River Dr., Wausau 

(Contact WVPS, P.O. Box 71 , Wausau, 
WI 54402-0071) 

September 6-7 
WALCOPEX '97 

Walworth County Stamp Club 
YMCA Building, Wells St., Lake Geneva 

(Contact: WCSC, P.O. Box 272, Williams 
Bay, WI 53191 ) 

April 25-26, 1998 
WISCOPEX '98 

hosted by Outagamie Philatelic Society 
fox Valley Lutheran High School, 2626 

N. Oneida St., Appleton 
(Contact: Al Marcus, P.O. Box 11 , 

Appleton, WI 54912-0111 ) 

Details to be listed next issue - Due to a full calendar, details of late-fall events 
are postponed again until next issue. The summer 
ATFP publication schedule is bimonthly with a 
May-June and a July-August issue. 
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November I 
DANEPEX '97, Madison 
November 8-9 

October 4 
SHEPEX '97, Sheboygan 
October 25-26 

TOSAPEX '97, Wauwatosa Fall Coin & Stamp Show, West Bend ' , 

argest Auction Ever 
COMPEX, May 26, 1997 

• United States •Germany 
• Wonderful Worldwide • German States 

Upcoming Major Shows and Auctio11s 
May 23-25 , COMPEX, O'Hare Holiday Inn , 5440 No. River Rd ., Rosemont, IL 
May 26, COMPEX Auction , O 'Hare Holiday Inn , Midway Rm. -

1st Session 9:30 a.m. • 2nd Session 3 p.m. (View lots at Higgins Rd . 
store two weeks prior to auctio n, except Thurs. May 22; May 23-25 at 
show booth ; May 26, 8 a.m. at auction si te ) 

August 21-24, APS STAMPSHOW 97, Wisconsin Center (formerly MECCA) , 

Milwaukee - Official APS STAMPSHOW 97 Auctioneer 

r--------------7 
I Please send me an auction catalog - I 
I I 
I Na me: - - -----------1 
I Address: ------------- 1 
I City: ____________ I 
I I I State: ________ Zip: - --- 1 
L ______________ _J 

wrsr MADISON ST 

EISE NHOWE R EXPW'r 

I CHICAGO I 

7139 West Higgins Road 
Chicago, IL 60656-1972 
1-800-919-BIDS (2437) 
(773) 775-2100 • FAX (773) 792-9116 
Store Hours: Monday - Saturday 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. 



WFSC Recycles Dinos for 
First Day of Issue 
Dinos licking 

stamps, a dino 

soaking stamps, 

one inspecting a 
stamp album, and 

yet another 
del ivering the 

mail. These four 

delightful dino 

covers, originally 
produced by the 

WFSC in 1989, received a hand-colored face
lift and 1997 first-day cancel. 

Covers are randomly franked with the 32¢ 

World of Dinosaurs issue and are available by 

mail order fo r $1.50 each (sorry , we cannot 

honor individual cachet choices) or $6 for a set 

of four. 

Send orders 

to: Deanna 

Juhnke, P.O. 
Box 746, 

Stevens Point , 

WI 54481-0746. 

Include a #10 

SASE. Allow 

six- to eight
week delivery . 

Bill & Elaine Kendall 

Wausau, WI 

~ Other Cover Offers 

WISCOPEX '97 Show or FDC 
May 3-4, Wauwatosa, WI 
Multicolored cachet: of bright-eyed youngster and 
text "A Significant feature of the Wauwatosa 
Philatelic Society is Helping Children Learn." franked 
w/Helping Children Learn issue. Show cover $1.50 
ea./FDC $2 ea. plus # IO SASE . Joe Ryan c/o 
Wauwatosa Phil. Soc., P.O. Box 13102, Wauwatosa, 
WI 53213. (Wauwato;a Phtl. foe.) 

PLAINEX 
STAMPS 

(Carl & Phyllis) 
Handling -

• Germany & Colonies 
• Great Britain & Colonies 
• Japan 
• Switzerland 
• Most other major European countries 

See us at these Wisconsin shows: 
TRI-PEX Stamp fair, June 28-29, West Allis 
WALCOPEX '97, Sept. 6-7, Lake Geneva 
FONDYPEX '97, Sept. 13, Fond du Lac 
MILCOPEX '97, Sept. 19-21 , Milwaukee 

P.O. Box #6 
Des Plaines, IL 60016 

(847) 827-3589 

Correction - April 1997 issue 
The cover within the feature article on p. 7 

showing the earliest known use of U.S. 

Scott # 1 in Wisconsin territory is internally 
dated 1847, not 1849. 

LIGHT UP YOUR HOBBYI 
$t41ffp Cotlectota 17 WEEKLY ISSUES S9.95 

SAVE 53% OFF THE 
COVER PRICE 

• Comprehensive news coverage 
• In-depth features 
• Valuable how-to articles 
• Extensive show and calendar listings 
• Loads of classifieds 

Receive uninterrupted weekly 
home delivery and this 

FREE LIGHTED MAGNIFIER 
when you subscribe to 

~~ 

• Embossed Stamp Collector insignia 
• 2x magnification 
• Built-in automatic light powered by 2 AAA batteries 
• Double trigger release lock 
• 3-1 /2" x 2-1 /2" (closed) with durable black case 

r--------------------------------------------------------------, 
Credit Card Orders 

Toll-Free 

800 
158-0919 

Dept. ABANW2 
M-F 7 am - 8 pm; • Sat. 8 am - 2 pm, CT 

□ YES! Please send me 17 weekly issues (one year) of Stamp Collector for only $9.95 and send me my 
FREE lighted magnifier. 
□ New subscription O Renewal (attach mailing label) Card No. ------- ----
□ Payment enclosed (payable to Stamp Collector) Expires: Mo. Yr. ___ _ 
0 MasterCard O Visa O Discover □ American Express -----
Name _____________ Signature __________ _ 
Address Write for foreign ra tes. 

City Send with payment to: 
Stamp Collector 

State --- Zip-------- Circulation Dept. ABANW2, 700 E. State St. 
Phone _____________ Iola, WI 54990-0001 

L--------------------------------------------------------------
9 



APS STAMPSHOW 97 

WHAT: 

August 21-24 

Wisconsin 
Center 

Thursday through Sunday 
August 21-24, 1997 
Wisconsin Center 

(formerly known as MECCA) 
500 West Kilbourn Avenue 

Milwaukee, WI 53203 

• 111 th Annual APS Convention 
• World Series of Philately •Society Meetings 
•Open Exhibition •Youth Area 
•Literature Exhibition •Stamp Saturday Program 
•Souvenirs •USPS & Government Agencies 
•Seminars • 150 Dealers 
•First Day Ceremonies 

HOTEL: Hyatt Regency Milwaukee 
333 West Kilbourn Avenue, 
Milwaukee, WI 53203 
800-233-1234,414-276-1234 
American Philatelic Society Show Rate: 
$89 Single, $99 Double 

FREE ADMISSION 
For more information write to: The American Philatelic Society 

PO Box 8000, State College, PA 16803-8000 
phone: (814) 237-3803 fax: (814)237-3802 

e-mail: kpmartin@stamps.org 

For preregistration see the wrapper of the May American Philatelist 
or the July/August issue of Across the Fence 




