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This is not a coup!
By Wayne L. Youngblood, Editor of ATFP

I repeat: This is not a coup – but it is a good
opportunity to sub-
vert the President’s
page for my own
purposes this month.

Due to a mixup
and the temporary
unavailability of our
president (no, I did-
n’t tie him up in the
corner), I have this
page all to myself.

As editor, it’s my
job to fill these pages with as much interesting
material as possible, not only to help make you
aware of necessary WFSC business, but also to
make this a must-read part of your hobby activ-
ities. Sometimes this task is fairly easy, but
other times it is not.

During the almost four years I’ve served as
editor, it has sometimes been very difficult to fill
four, much less eight, 10 or 12 pages with inter-
esting philatelic material for your enjoyment.

Much of that, however, has fortunately
changed in our recent past.

You may have noted that many of this year’s
issues have been larger than normal. Even this
issue is eight pages, rather than what had
become a standard four-page issue. There are
two reasons for this: advertisers and members
willing to write.

Let’s first take a look at advertising. We have
extremely reasonable rates (please see the table
on Page 3), but, until recently, relatively few
advertisers, given the large number of collec-
tors we reach!

It is not unusual, of course, for us to have the
normal ads that Milwaukee Philatelic Society
and others run for upcoming stamp shows. This
is an important part of promoting those events.

What is unusual, however, is to have other
advertising. During the course of 2008 we’ve
had political advertising (for the American
Philatelic Society election), business-card

advertising from dealers and larger display
advertising from dealers and auction houses.
None of these individuals or businesses, of
course, is required to advertise in the pages of
our journal. They do so – in part – to support our
efforts. But more importantly, businesses that
advertise do so only as long as it makes financial
sense for them. This means that if they are get-
ting responses from their ads (selling material),
they will likely continue to advertise. If they do
not get any response to their efforts they likely
will discontinue their presence in our publica-
tion and search for a venue that will work better.
Our largest advertiser this year by far is Eastern
auctions (please see Page 8), which is not only a
reputable business with which to deal, but one
that has an innovative idea for stamp clubs. If
you have not yet inquired about the firm’s pro-
gram, please do so!

Speaking of advertising, I’m a little late this
year, but please note the Christmas ad notice
above. This is a long-standing WFSC tradition,
and we’ll once again have a full page devoted to
our holiday greetings. Your club can be a part of
this for only $10.

Please remember to support our advertisers.
These dealers are not only peddling their wares,
they also are supporting the efforts of the
WFSC in a very tangible way. They deserve
your appreciation, support and consideration
when you consider either buying or selling. (In
true disclosure form, I’ve been a regular adver-
tiser this year, but generating business is not
why I’m writing this.)

The second part of the success of ATFP in
2009 is directly related to those members who
have been willing to write features.

In this issue alone, we have quite interesting
features from members MaryAnn Bowman,
Rob Henak, Clete Delvaux and our Webmaster
Steve Kluskens.

Please consider writing something for ATFP.
Perhaps there’s either a hobby issue you’re con-
cerned about, or something interesting you saw
in these pages. Write a letter to the editor!

Better yet, choose a favorite item from your
collection and let us know what you most like
about it. Other members would love to see
interesting or unusual philatelic material. It
doesn’t have to be a major research piece to be
an interesting or entertaining article.

Let’s keep the momentum we’ve built in
2009 rolling  well into 2010!

President’s corner
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A long-standing tradition of member clubs of
the Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs has
been to run special holiday ads. We will contin-
ue this tradition in the December issue, with
two options for clubs.

Individual stamp club ads may be purchased
at normal ATFP rates and designed either by
the club or the editor. They will then be placed
in desired locations in the issue.

The second option is to be part of a larger
full-page WFSC ad with a $10 sponsorship. 

Designed ad space must be reserved by Nov.
16. Sponsorships must be received by the edi-
tor by Nov. 23.

Information should be sent to: ATFP Christ-
mas Ad, Editor Wayne Youngblood, P.O. Box
111, Scandinavia WI 54977-0111, or emailed to
youngblood@tds.net.

WFSC member club Christmas ads



By Maurice D. Wozniak, President of WFSC
Some stamp clubs maintain a library of refer-

ence books for club members’ use. After some
anxious moments over temporarily missing
Scott catalogs Badger Stamp Club, Madison,
put into effect procedures designed to keep bet-
ter track of them. Other clubs might consider
adapting the rules for their own use. 

1) Generally, catalogs may be signed out a
single volume at a time for a minimum of two
weeks and a maximum of four weeks.

2) There is a sign-out book for the current
catalogs (which cost $60 or more each, whole-
sale), and a club officer has to countersign the
take-out and return columns.

3) First come, first served – no reservations.
4) Any remaining catalogs will be taken

home by a club officer at the end of each meet-
ing for safekeeping and returned at the next
meeting.

5) Fees or fines may be assessed for overdue
catalogs, and full restitution will be expected
for lost items.

Badger Stamp Club’s rules are less strin-
gent for older catalogs.

*   *   *
Program ideas

The Oshkosh Philatelic Society, starting its
eighth decade of operation, published an ambi-
tious list of 21 programs for its twice-a-month
meetings. Included: Early Christmas cards,
“My Other Hobby Is . . . ,” Cinderella Stamps,
Back of the Book, and Storage, as well as mem-

ber discussions, stamp exchanges and food.
A program on meters and machine- and com-

puter-generated postage included examples
from the collections of members of the
Waukesha County Philatelic Society.
Impressions from Postalia, Hasler, Neopost and
Pitney Bowes were sought. The discussion also
included postage validation imprint (PVI)
labels from the post office as well as postage
generated from automated postal centers (APC)
and personalized postage.

American Topical Association Chapter 5,
Waukesha, frequently has show-and-tell pro-
grams on previously announced topics that
encourage members to bring items from their
own collections. They make for easy-to-pro-
duce programs. 

Northwoods Philatelic Society, Iron
Mountain, Mich., discussed a news report on
soakable and unsoakable self-adhesive stamps,
and a member of Central Wisconsin Stamp
Club, Stevens Point and Wisconsin Rapids,
showed how to use lighter fluid to dissolve
adhesive from problem stamps.

*   *   *
What others are doing

Badger Stamp Club, Madison, celebrated
the club’s 50th anniversary  with cake,  soft
drinks and an auction with a theme of “50.” Old
club photos and meeting minutes were dis-
played on a memorabilia table. Three long-time
members cut the cake.

The Wauwatosa Philatelic Society decided
not to hold a stamp workshop suggested by the
community’s children’s librarian because the

suggested time frame was deemed infeasible.
Instead, the club offered to reinstate a youth
workshop in February.

The American Topical Association
Chapter 5, Waukesha, holds a meeting for
youth one hour before its regular meeting.
Parents show up also, as well as some adult
members of the ATA club who help out. 

The Kettle Moraine Coin and Stamp Club,
West Bend, offers its members a $10 rebate if
they use the bus to Chicagopex offered by the
Milwaukee Philatelic Society. The MPS-spon-
sored, one-day bus trips to Chicago-area shows
allow collectors to attend a major show without
driving themselves and paying for gas and
parking – as well as sharing experiences with
fellow passengers.

***
Information for “Clubs Are Trump” is gathered from club

newsletters. Please send newsletters to Maurice D. Wozniak, 1010
Berlin St., Waupaca WI 54981.
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copyright notice are the sole property of the author(s).

Unless explicitly stated by an officer in conjunction with offi-
cial WFSC business, opinions expressed by the editor or individ-
ual authors are not necessarily endorsed by the WFSC.

Submission deadlines for editorial and avertising
materials are for the 1st of the month preceding
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phone: 920-687-9077. For a complete list of advertis-
ing rates and policies (display, classified and listings),
request a copy from the advertising manager.
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Clubs are Trump

Old frames wanted!
Wanted: your old wooden exhibit frames,

approximately 24 by 30 inches  in size (hold-
ing four to six standard-sized pages)  that sit
on table tops. Will take them off your hands –
please do not destroy. These frames are want-
ed  for use with youth and other beginner col-
lecting programs.

Please contact MaryAnn Bowman, Box
1451, Waukesha, WI 53187, to make  arrange-
ments for pickup or delivery.
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MaryAnn Bowman
Six volunteers answered the call of the

WFSC to help in the promotion of stamp col-
lecting in Appleton at the Fox Cities Children’s
Museum, 100 W. College Avenue, on October
10. Those volunteers were WFSC President
Maurice Wozniak, Verna Shackleton, Al
Marcus, Milt Schreiner, MaryAnn Bowman and
Greg Bokelman.

Manning the welcoming table at the door
were Maurice and Verna, ready to answer
stamp-collecting questions and help with those
wanting information about the possible value of
their collectibles.  At another set of tables on the
first floor were Al and Milt with a display of

interesting philatelic items and albums show-
casing our hobby’s collectibles.

On the second floor two additional stations
were set up. Greg demonstrated proper soaking
techniques for the removal of stamps from
envelopes and allowed young interested collec-
tors to make selections from on-paper piles of
stamps to take home. MaryAnn brought along
12 different electric circuit board games and the
Geo-Safari game boards – each of which fea-
tures stamps and questions or clues for youth to
identify and match.

Several hundred kids and parents were in
attendance that day. Many of the kids were
under the age of eight and perhaps a little young
to understand the finer points of stamp collect-
ing.  But those who stopped by to ask questions,
look at the displays and become involved in the
hands-on activities, went away with a greater
appreciation of stamps. It was a great way to
share our wonderful hobby during National
Stamp Collecting Month.

Visit www.wfscstamps.org to see more of the
WFSC In Action and additional photos of the
event at the museum.

Steve Kluskens, WFSC Webmaster
When someone types “stamp

clubs” into the Internet search
engine Google, the Wisconsin
Federation of Stamp Club’s web-
site comes up as high as fourth in
the list. Google handles three-
quarters of all Internet searches in
the United States, and has become
such a standard that even
Merriam-Webster recognizes the
verb “to google.”

This #4 position means a high
degree of online exposure for
WFSC clubs. Three-quarters of the
U.S. population have online access.
When they click on the Google list-
ing, our home page shows them the
location of each club, marked on a
map of Wisconsin, based on the
1948 centennial stamp. The stars
on the map are linked to the club
pages, putting your club one click
from the Google listing. So far this
year Google has referred 8,400
browsers to our site.

Google ranks the WFSC site

highly because of “content;”
meaning, what’s on the web pages.
Current information, recently
updated and referring to recent
events, is the key. There are many
webpages devoted to stamp clubs
– more than 3 million by Google’s
estimate – so the search engine
tries to bring the most relevant
sites to the top. On the Internet,
fresh content is a reliable way to

determine relevance.
Our rank in any search will vary

slightly from day to day, but reach-
ing fourth puts our site firmly on
the first page for “stamp clubs.”
Google’s first page, especially on
such a general search and one they
favor with their new drop-down
menu, is so sought after that bil-
lions of dollars are spent annually
to reach it.  Google applies strict
rules to how it ranks websites in
search results, and even penalizes
websites that appear to be trying to
get around the rules. A penalty
could be a push down in the rank-
ing by 100 places, or even a delist-
ing for a number of months. The
purpose of the rules is to allow
Google to make the best guess as to
which sites a user is most interest-
ed in seeing. Google’s ability to do
this – at one time head and shoul-
ders above any other search engine
– is at the heart of its success.  

Search engines themselves have
become so important because the

Internet now comprises more than
230 million websites. Typical
Internet users assume there are
several sites providing the infor-
mation they’re seeking, and rely
on search engines to find those
sites and point to the best one.
Stamp collectors in your area are
among those typical Internet users.

The WSFC website can be
found by going to  wfscstamps.org,
as well as wisconsinstamps.org and
wisconsinstamps.com. If you have
any questions about the site, and –
especially – updated content for
your club, send it to me at web-
master@wfscstamps.org or
N21531 Chapman Road, Niagara,
WI 54151.

[sources: Google Webmaster Tools
(google.com), Merriam-Webster
Online Dictionary (m-w.com), Internet
World Stats (internetworldstats.com),
Hitwise (reported on Mediapost.com),
Seeking Alpha (seekingalpha.com),
Search Engine Watch
(SearchEngineWatch.com), Netcraft
Web Server Survey (netcraft.com)]

Across the Fence Post
Ad Rates (revised 1/06)

Type Size Commercial      Club
Rate            Rate

A Full page (7 ¼"x( 9 ½")    $42.00         $33.75
B  Half page (7 ¼' x 4 ¾")     $26.25          $21.00
C  Large ¼ page (4 ¾"x 6")   $20.50          $16.50
D  Medium ¼ page               $14.75           $11.75

(4 ¾" x 3 ¾")
E  1/8 page (2 ¼" x 3 ¾")        $7.50          $6.00
F  Econo Ad (2 ¼" x 2 ¾")      $3.75          $3.00  
G Reduced Business Card        $2.75          $2.25

(2 ¼" x 1 ¼")
H  Back page (7 ¼" x 9 ½")     $57.75       N/A

Please make checks payable to :W.F.S.C.

WFSC Website reaches #4 on Google!

Celebrating National Stamp Collecting Month:
A day of stamps at Fox Cities Children’s Museum

WFSC

#4

WFSC President Maurice Wozniak and Verna
Shackleton man the welcome table .
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Exhibiting 101: Why Exhibit?
Robert R. Henak

In my first article (October Across the Fence
Post), we learned that a philatelic exhibit is
more than just an assortment of album pages
thrown into exhibit frames. Rather, an exhibit is
an organized showing of philatelic and related
material and explanatory writing that tells a
coherent story.

Like most worthwhile pursuits, preparing an
exhibit you can be proud of takes effort.
Having your work judged, moreover, can be an
intimidating experience. Why, then, would a
collector choose to put in the time and effort to
exhibit? I have found a number of reasons,
whether it is the challenge of putting together a
quality exhibit, the thrill of competing against
other collectors and yourself, the desire to share
what you enjoy and what you have learned in
your time as a collector, or a desire to finally
organize your collection.

Most exhibits are shown competitively,
meaning that they are judged for an appropriate
award level by either accredited philatelic
judges or knowledgeable collectors. I will dis-
cuss the types of competitive exhibits and how
they are judged in a later article.

However, many exhibitors choose to enter
their exhibits as non-competitive. Some collec-
tors want to share their collections but are
uncomfortable having their efforts officially
judged by others. That is fully acceptable.
Exhibiting, like collecting, is supposed to be
fun, not stressful. Other exhibits are shown just

for fun or educational purpose, with the knowl-
edge that they do not meet the standards
required for a competitive award.

Although many exhibitors thrive on the com-
petitive aspect of exhibiting, working to
increase their medal level or to best their
friend’s exhibit of Lower Slobovia, others find
enjoyment merely in the opportunity to exercise
their creativity and sharing their collections.
We collect stamps for a reason;  we enjoy them.
We enjoy learning from them, and we enjoy
learning about them. It is only natural that we
would want to share our enjoyment with others.
Rather than subject our long-suffering loved
ones to yet another tour through that cherished
shoebox full of Upper Slobovia covers, why not
share them with others who have shown enough
interest to attend a stamp show?

Exhibiting also helps to share an exhibitor’s
knowledge, gained over years – if not decades –
of research and focus on his or her area of phila-
telic interest. If you have put together a nice col-
lection of Anytown, Wis., postal history, exhibit-

ing that collection (and perhaps sending a scan or
photocopy of the exhibit to the Wisconsin Postal
History Society) can give a head start to others
who may have similar interests.

At the same time, your exhibit may encour-
age others to pursue similar philatelic interests.
Both novice and experienced collectors some-
times look for new and interesting areas to col-
lect. It is one thing for them to search through
disorganized dealer stockbooks waiting for
inspiration to strike. It is much more helpful
wandering through the frames of fully formed
collections to see what options are available to
expand one’s philatelic horizons.

Of course, philatelic exhibiting is not a pure-
ly philanthropic exercise. Developing a reputa-
tion in philatelic circles as the exhibitor of
Upper Slobovia often means that, when new
material comes on the market, dealers and other
collectors know to contact you. My exhibit and
website on state marijuana tax stamps have
resulted in a number of contacts from those
with similar interests, as well as offers of mate-
rial I had been searching for for years.

And finally, exhibiting allows (forces?) the
exhibitor to structure and organize his or her
collection. We all have disorganized stockbooks
of stamps or shoeboxes of covers sitting in clos-
ets or on shelves, awaiting our attention. How
many times have we told ourselves that we will
someday get around to dealing with the clutter,
never to do so? Exhibiting forces you to do that
organization. It forces you to figure out what
you have, where you have it, and what you still
need to tell a complete story.

So, there are many reasons to exhibit. Some
may not apply to you, or may not make the
work of creating an exhibit worthwhile to you,
but you should at least consider it. Many other
collectors have enhanced their enjoyment of the
hobby, while helping enhance the enjoyment of
still others, by adding exhibiting to their col-
lecting pursuits.

*    *     *
In future articles, I will discuss the various

types of exhibits and exhibitions, and the nitty-
gritty of putting together an exhibit.

The title page of the author’s exhibit dealing
with marijuana tax stamps.

WHO’S WHO
IN THE HALL OF FAME

The Wisconsin Philatelic Hall of Fame was
established to recognize prominent Wisconsin
philatelists for contributions to the hobby in the
state of Wisconsin and beyond.

This series of short columns will familiarize
Across the Fence Post  readers with some of the
individuals who have been inducted into the
Hall of Fame since 1976, as well as some of the
interesting details about them.

Which individual most closely matches the
following statements? The correct answer
appears elsewhere in this issue of ATFP:

This month’s HOF member is an authority on
first-day covers and served a four-year term as
president of the now-defunct First-day Cover
Collectors of Wisconsin. Former WFSC VP. He
worked at the Winnebago Mental Health
Institute. He collects U.S. mint singles and any-
thing that hits his fancy. He has made cacheted
FDCs under the “Art Coy” signature. He also
does some photography but no photo lab work.

(a)     Dan Undersander
(b)     Henry J. Schmidt
(c)     Art Schmitz
(d)     Ray Vedder

Wisconsin Philatelic Hall of Fame nominations are due
Nominations are now being accepted for the 2010 Wisconsin Philatelic Hall of Fame.  The dead-

line is Dec. 31, 2009. Qualifications required of nominees are: (1) Contributions of purely local
club nature shall not be the sole reason for selection to the Hall of Fame; and (2) A deceased phi-
latelist may not be nominated or considered for selection until three years after his/her death.

Please send your nomination(s), together with a statement identifying the nominee, a short phil-
atelic biography, and the reasons why that person should be selected for the Wisconsin Philatelic
Hall of Fame to: Chairman Wisconsin Philatelic Hall of Fame Committee Verna Shackleton, 425
N. Linwood Ave., #110, Appleton, WI 54914. Questions may be answered by e-mail:
corosec@sbcglobal.net.

Only WFSC member clubs may submit nominations, and each nomination must be seconded by
two other member clubs. The nominating club is responsible for making arrangements with the
seconding clubs to provide those seconds. The nomination and seconds should be sent to the
Chairman of the Hall of Fame Committee in one mailing.



Answer to
Who’s Who quiz

on Page 4:
Henry J. “Hank”

Schmidt
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MaryAnn Bowman
“Our members will be sorry

they missed this presentation!”
were the words expressed by one
of the attendees at the Fond du Lac
dutch-treat dinner meeting with
Alex Haimann on Monday, Oct. 5.
As luck had it, the football rivalry
game of the year between the
Packers and the Vikings was
scheduled the same night. 

I had the pleasure and opportu-
nity to accompany Alex Haimann,
the 23-year-old Collections
Specialist from the Smithsonian’s
National Postal Museum during
his three-day Wisconsin visit. His
primary purpose was to visit
schools in the Waukesha area. He
attended five different schools dur-
ing the day and gave three evening
presentations during his stay, mak-
ing a total of 21 different presenta-
tions. I sat through and listened to
each and I can honestly say that I
never tired of hearing him speak as
he has the wonderful ability to tai-
lor his presentations to the audi-

ence and thus each talk offered
something a little different.

You can read about Alex’s visit
to the schools in his blog. Go to
http://postalmuseumblog.si.edu.

Although the crowd at our first
evening event in Fond du Lac was
not as large as I would have hoped,
the audience was genuinely
pleased and very appreciative of
the opportunity to hear him speak

and to see the many interesting his-
torical documents he brought
along to share and for collectors to
handle.

The next evening he gave two
presentations. The first was to my
ATA Chapter #5 youth group.
Although not their regular meeting
night, six of the members and their
parents attended.  Alex talked and
worked with them right at their

level.  They went home with many
new items for their collections.
One of the young members even
stayed for the adult presentation
that followed.

Alex talked to a full house at the
Milwaukee Philatelic Society
meeting. Other local clubs had also
been invited and included the
Waukesha County Philatelic
Society, the Wauwatosa Philatelic
Society, American Topical
Association Chapter #5, North
Shore Philatelic Society, Kettle
Moraine Coin and Stamp Club, the
General Billy Mitchell Chapter of
the American Air Mail Society,
and the German Philatelic Society.
Returning for a second opportunity
to hear Alex speak was a couple
from the Fond du Lac area.
Members were not disappointed as
he regaled us with stories about his
journey through the stamp world
and concluded with a display of
eclectic philatelic items.  

Refreshments were served and
all had a good time.

Bring a friend to your next
stamp club meeting or activity.

Your friend and club will thank you!

Alex Haimann’s Wisconsin Visit

U.S. Mystery Boxes!!
I’m cleaning out the stamp room again!

Guaranteed to be worth far more than you pay.
Just let me know what you collect...

While they last:
$25, $50, $100, $250, more, postpaid

Wayne Youngblood
P.O. Box 111

Scandinavia WI 54977-0111
youngblood@tds.net

Always buying, selling, accepting consignments
for Regency-Superior Auctions. 12.09

Attention WFSC members:

As a special offer to collectors
who read ATFP (and as a

way to help the organization),
I will send the WFSC 15% of
all sales generated by this ad.
Please specify at the time
of your purchase that this

is the “WFSC Special.”
Dave’s Stamps
(Dave Carney)

P.O. Box 55
Kimberly WI 54136

dcarney1@new.rr.com
(920) 687-9077

APS Lifetime member                         01.10

Drop letter. A drop letter is one that is
addressed (and delivered) to the same post
office from which it was mailed. For many
years there was a discounted postage rate asso-
ciated with drop letters.

Plate Varieties. This term applies to a large
class of usually small flaws that come from the
platemaking process or from damage to the
printing plate during production. These flaws
result in individualized printed anomalies
unique to one or more stamp or associated mar-
gins on an issued stamp. Plate varieties are
much more frequently encountered on older
line-engraved stamps than on modern line-
engraved, gravure or offset-printed stamps.
Gripper cracks, double-transfers and plate
scratches are examples of plate varieties. Retail
values for more common plate varieties tend to
be modest, frequently three to five times the
basic retail value of a normally printed stamp.

— © 2009, Youngblood Ink

Illustrated Encyclopedia
of Stamps & Terms©

Double transfer.
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The Poe Shadow: Questions for a postal historian
By Clete Delvaux
I have long been a topical

collector. In the 1980s I decid-
ed to abandon collecting
United States, Canadian and
U.N. stamps. They were
becoming too expensive.
Having always been interested
in literature, both as a teacher
and a reader, I began to con-
centrate on collecting literary
authors and their works on
stamps. (These, too, have
become a drain on the pocket-
book, but I’m hooked.)

Thus I have had little inter-
est in another philatelic spe-
cialty: postal history. But
recently I found my topic and
postal history combined in a
work of historical fiction titled
The Poe Shadow by Matthew Pearl. The book
involves an investigation into the mysterious
death of Edgar Allan Poe in 1849 in Baltimore.
The narrator of the novel travels to Paris
because he is convinced that Poe’s detective in
“The Murders in the Rue Morgue,” Auguste
Dupin, is based on a real-life person. If you’ve
read “The Murders,” you’ll remember that
Dupin solves the case by ratiocination, or logi-
cal reasoning. The narrator returns to Baltimore
with not one but two “detectives” who vie with
one another to solve the mystery of Poe’s death.

I have no problem researching Poe’s life and
accomplishments. He was an extraordinarily
skilled writer, excelling in lyrical poetry (“The
Raven”), credited with the invention of the
detective story (“The Murders in the Rue
Morgue”) and stories of the macabre (“The
Cask of Amontillado”).

My problem involves checking out another
philatelic matter in the novel – the postal histo-
ry. Pearl seems to have done exhaustive

research on
the setting
and times
of 1850-51
Baltimore.
Some of his
p l o t
i n v o l v e s
the postal
system of
the United
States at
that time. 

The first
postal ref-
erence is
even cru-
cial to the
investiga-
tion of

Poe’s death. On page 344, we
find, “He directed me to the
post office column on the last
page – the place in the paper
where the postmaster cataloged
the names of persons with let-
ters waiting to be retrieved.
‘List of Letters Remaining in
the Phil. Post-Office’ it said.” It
proved that Poe had never been
to Philadelphia to pick up his
letter. Did newspapers actually
do this 1849?

The novel continues, “The
first time a letter must be adver-
tised [in the newspaper] one is
charged two cents additional
postage. If it must be advertised
a second and final time, one
will be required to pay another
two cents. Soon after, it

becomes a ’dead letter’ – discarded by the
postmaster.” Does this square with post
office policy in 1849? 

In his investigation, the narrator
of The Poe Shadow is in
Baltimore some two years
after Poe’s strange death
in 1849.

On page 144, we find,
“Earlier that year [1851], the
post office had begun delivering
the mail, for an extra fee of two cents
and so I had no need to call at its
offices.” And, in a later reference (p.341),
we find, “In the year in question, 1849,…let-
ters in your country were never delivered to
particular residences but still only to the post
office of a city, where one could then retrieve
mail waiting for him.” So it seems that some-
time between 1849 and 1851 post office policy
changed. Can any postal historian verify the
accuracy of this part of author Pearl’s research?

Curiously, nowhere in the novel does Pearl
make any mention of postage stamps or postal
rates; that is, how much it cost to mail letters at
that time. This part would have been easy for a
stamp collector to research. Even I could find it
in Volume 1 of the Scott catalog. The first U.S.
stamps were issued in 1847 – two years before
Poe’s death. Most collectors are familiar with
Scott No. 1 (the Ben Franklin 5c stamp) and
Scott No. 2 (the George Washington 10c
stamp). But according to Scott’s “Domestic
Letter Rates,” this new prepaid method of mail-
ing a letter was not made “compulsory” until
April 1, 1855. Therefore, it would seem that
one could still pay for letters when one picked
them up at the post office in 1849 or 1851.

The domestic letter rates from 1845 through
the time of the novel were 5c fewer than 300
miles per ½ ounce and 10c for more than 300
miles per ½ ounce, whether one prepaid the

postage or collected the letter at the post office. 
On July 1, 1851 (at the time the narrator is

investigating Poe’s death), the prepaid postage
(stamped mail?) was reduced to 3c and 6c,
respectively. Scott also mentions that “drop let-
ters” went for 2c prepaid. I could not find a def-
inition of a drop letter in my Scott catalog

[Editor’s note: Please see Illustrated
Encyclopedia, on Page 5]. 

I’m sure the author of The Poe
Shadow, Matthew Pearl, put in a lot

of time researching the back-
ground details of his novel,

including the philatelic
aspects, but what really

comes through when one
reads his book is his great

admiration for Edgar Allan Poe
and his works. 
This year marked the 200th

anniversary of the birth of Poe. Perhaps
we should advise the Citizens Stamp

Advisory Council that, just as USPS did in
2007 for Longfellow, it will be time to dedi-
cate the USPS Literary Arts stamp to Poe, who
was a far more versatile artist than
Longfellow.

The 2009 Edgar Allen Poe com-
memorative.

On Nov. 13, 1972, Nicaragua issued a 12-
value airmail set to honor the 50th
anniversary of Interpol, the international
police organization. What makes this
one of my favorite sets is that each of the
12 stamps features a fictional detective
and his creator. Scott No. C806 shows an
open book with a portrait of Auguste
Dupin, Poe’s detective. Poe is usually
credited with beginning this genre.

On Oct. 7, 1949, the U.S. Post
Office Department released a 3c
stamp (Scott No. 986) to com-
memorate the centennial of the
death of Poe (1809-1849),
“Boston-born poet, story writer
and editor.”
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Show  Calendar  and  Registry
List  your  show,  bourse,  auction  or  other  event  here!

Calendar listings are free for one WFSC member-club event
per year. Classified advertising rates apply for all non-mem-
bers and other events appearing in this section.

2009-2010 WFSC show schedule*
*Some dates and details may be subject to change, and there will likely be additional listings.

PPlloovveerr  --  CCeennwwiissppeexx  ’’0099  ((ffaallll))
CCeennttrraall  WWiissccoonnssiinn  SSttaammpp  CClluubb

Plover Village Hall, 2400 Post Rd.
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

CCoonnttaacctt::  J.D. Manville, P.O. Box 845,
Stevens Point, WI 54481

(715) 498-1111

OOsshhkkoosshh  --  OOsshhkkoosshh  SSttaammpp  BBoouurrssee
OOsshhkkoosshh  PPhhiillaatteelliicc  SSoocciieettyy
Elk’s Club, 175 Fernau St.

10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
CCoonnttaacctt::  Al Marcus —920-725-0798,

allan.marym@hotmail.com

JJaanneessvviillllee  ––  AAnnnnuuaall  EExxhhiibbiittiioonn  aanndd
BBoouurrssee,,  JJaanneessvviillllee  SSttaammpp  CClluubb

Holiday Inn Express, 3100 Wellington Pl.
CCoonnttaacctt::  Gary Wentworth - 608-756-

1380, wnstamps@aol.com

WWeesstt  AAlllliiss,,  WWII  ––  FFrroosstteeeeppeexx  ’’0099
St. Aloysius Gonzaga Hall

1435 So. 92nd St

SStt..  PPaauull,,  MMiinnnn  ––  MMeettrrooppeexx  ’’0099,,
MMaapplleewwoooodd  SSttaammpp  CClluubb

Century College, Kelly Inn
I-94 & Marion St.

WWeesstt  AAlllliiss,,  WWII  ––  PPoollaarrppeexx  ’’1100
St. Aloysius Gonzaga Hall

1435 So. 92nd St.

SStt..  PPaauull,,  MMiinnnn..  –– SSnnoowwppeexx
Kelly Inn, I-94 & Marion St.

RRoocckkffoorrdd,,  IIllll..  ––  RRoocckkffoorrdd  ’’1100
Rockford Stamp Club, Forest Hills Lodge,

9500 Forest Hills Rd.

SStt..  PPaauull,,  MMiinnnn..  ––  SSrriinnggppeexx
Kelly Inn, I-94 & Marion St.

WWeesstt  AAlllliiss,,  WWiiss..  ––  MMaayyppeexx  ’’1100
St. Aloysius Gonzaga Hall

1435 So. 92nd St.

AArrlliinnggttoonn  HHeeiigghhttss,,  IIllll..  ––  CCoommppeexx  ’’1100
CChhiiccaaggoo  AArreeaa  PPhhiillaatteelliicc  SSoocciieettiieess,,
Forest View Educational Center

2121 So. Goebbert Rd.

CCrryyssttaall,,  MMiinnnn..  ––  MMiinnnneessoottaa  SSttaammpp  EExxppoo
MMaapplleewwoooodd  SSttaammpp  CCuubb,,  TTwwiinn  CCiittyy  PPhhiill..

SSoocc..,,  LLaakkee  MMiinnnneettoonnkkaa  SSttaammpp  CClluubb,,
MMiinnnn..  SSttaammpp  DDeeaalleerrss  AAssssoocc..

Crystal Community Center 4800 N.
Douglas Dr. North

CCoouunnttrryyssiiddee  ––  LLaaGGrraannggee,,  IIllll..
SSuuppeexx  ’’0099,,  BBrrooookkffiieelldd  SSttaammpp  CClluubb,,
International Engineers Union Hall

6200 Joliet Rd.

WWeesstt  AAlllliiss  ––  TTrrii-PPeexx  SSttaammpp  FFaaiirr
AATTAA  CChhaapptteerr  55,,  NNoorrtthh  SShhoorree  PPhhiill..  SSoocc..,,

aanndd  WWaauukkeesshhaa  CCoouunnttyy  PPhhiill..  SSoocc..
St. Aloysius Gonzaga Hall

1435 So. 92nd St.
CCoonnttaacctt::  Robert Henak, NSPS, P.O. Box
170832, Milwaukee, WI 53217 - 414-
351-1519, henak8010@sbcglobal.net,

wwwwww..MMiillwwaauukkeeeePPhhiillaatteelliicc..oorrgg

RRhhiinneellaannddeerr
2299tthh  AAnnnnuuaall  SShhooww  aanndd  BBoouurrssee,,

NNoorrtthhwwooooddss  SSttaammpp  aanndd  CCooiinn  CClluubb
James Williams Middle School, 915

Acacia Ln., 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
CCoonnttaacctt::  Larry Marten, 3295 Hancock

Lake Rd., Harshaw, WI 54529
715-282-5636, lfmarten@yahoo.com

or Bill Julian 715-277-2692

SShheebbooyyggaann  FFaallllss  ––  SShheebbooyyggaann  SSttaammpp
aanndd  CCooiinn  SShhooww,,  SShheebbooyyggaann  SSttaammpp  CClluubb

Municipal Building, 375 Buffalo St.
CCoonnttaacctt::  Barbara Stohl, P.O. Box 907,

Sheboygan, WI 53082, 920-458-4883

AApppplleettoonn  ––  OOuuttaappeexx  ’’1100
OOuuttaaggaammiiee  PPhhiillaatteelliicc  SSoocciieettyy

VFW Post, 501 N. Richmond St.
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

CCoonnttaacctt::  Al Marcus, 920-725-0798,
allan.marym@hotmail.com

MMaaddiissoonn  ––  DDaanneeppeexx  ’’1100
BBaaddggeerr  SSttaammpp  CClluubb

Crowne Plaza Hotel, 4402 E. Washington
Ave. (across from East Towne Mall)

10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
CCoonnttaacctt::  Bob Voss, P.O. Box 35,

McFarland, WI 53558 - 608-838-1033,
lestamps@charter.net)

GGrreeeenn  BBaayy  ––  BBaayyppeexx  ’’1100
GGrreeeenn  BBaayy  PPhhiillaatteelliicc  SSoocciieettyy
St. Matthew Catholic Church

Multi-Purpose Room
2575 S. Webster Ave.

Parking in rear of facility
CCoonnttaacctt:: Ray D. Perry
2016 Baltic Terrace

Green Bay, WI 54311
fiveperrys@athenet.net

WWeesstt  AAlllliiss  ––  SSttaammppffeesstt  ’’1100
MMiillwwaauukkeeee  PPhhiillaatteelliicc  SSoocciieettyy

St. Aloysius Gonzaga Hall
1435 So. 92nd St., West Allis

CCoonnttaacctt::  Carol Schutta
10250 W. Sharon Ln., #5

Milwaukee, WI 53225
414-464-6994,

harryncarolschutta@gmail.com/
wwwwww..MMiillwwaauukkeeeePPhhiillaatteelliicc..oorrgg))

Other major
non-WFSC shows

near Wisconsin
(below, above right):

CChhiiccaaggooppeexx  ’’0099
CChhiiccaaggoo  PPhhiillaatteelliicc  SSoocciieettyy,,

Sheraton Chicago Northwest
3400 West Euclid Av

Arlington Heights, IL  60005 
10:00am-6:00pm Friday and Saturday,

10:00am-4:00pm Sunday
CCoonnttaacctt:: Kevin Doyle 

5815 Lenox Rd 
Lisle, IL 60532-3138 
doyle-stamps@att.net 

WWiissccooppeexx  ’’1100
((AAnnnnuuaall  CCoonnvveennttiioonn  aanndd  EExxhhiibbiittiioonn  ooff  tthhee

WWiissccoonnssiinn  FFeeddeerraattiioonn  ooff  SSttaammpp  CClluubbss))
Hosted by the Oshkosh Philatelic Society

Christian Schools, 3450 Vinland Rd.,
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

CCoonnttaacctt:: Al Marcus (920) 725-0798,
allan.marym@hotmail.com

Nov. 7, 2009

Nov. 21, 2009
April 18, 2010

March 6-7, 2010

March 20, 2010 Nov. 27-28, 2009

Dec. 5-6, 2009

Nov. 28-29, 2009

Jan. 16-17, 2010

Jan. 30-31, 2010

Mar. 13-14, 2010

Mar. 27-28, 2010

May 1-2, 2010

May 28-30, 2010

July 16-18, 2010

June 26-27, 2010

June 19, 2010

May 8, 2010

April 24, 2010

Feb. 14, 2010

Nov. 20-22, 2009
Arlington Heights, IL

April 10, 2010
Oshkosh

07.1002.10 05.10
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