
 

 

Across the Fencepost 

NEWSLETTER OF THE WISCONSIN FEDERATION OF STAMP CLUBS 

@Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs 

CUTE 1935 TURKEY DAY COVER 

APS Chapter 350 

ATA Chapter 107 

Puppies are cute. Kittens 
are cute. Can a cover be 
cute? Here’s one I’d say is 
cute. It features a Thanks-
giving theme with a some-
what cute turkey. 

Organized on September 11, 1965, its offi-
cial name was the Commodore Preble 
Chapter No. 64 and meetings were held at 
members’ homes in the Madison area. I 
have no idea of why it was named after 
Commodore Edward Preble (1761-1807), 
who had no relationship to Wisconsin. The 
chapter disbanded sometime in the early 
1980s, and throughout the years, there 
have been other USCS chapters in Wiscon-
sin but none I’m aware of at this time. 
 
The international USCS was founded in 
1932 and currently has a membership of 
1,100 with an interest in postmarks and 
covers from all maritime services.  
 
I am curious about how the cover got to 
the ship’s post office. Did someone in San 
Diego hand-deliver it to the ship or was it 
mailed as a self-addressed stamped enve-
lope with a cancel request. It could be the 
latter because Norwood, Ohio, is located in 
the Cincinnati, Ohio, area. 

 KAREN WEIGT 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 NOVEMBER 2018 VOL. 40, ISSUE 9 

What more could I ask for the subject of 
my November 2018 “President’s Mes-
sage?” I have a Thanksgiving greeting with 
a 1935 Thanksgiving Day ship cancellation. 
Of further interest is that it traveled via 
airmail, for which 2018 is the 100th anni-
versary. 
 
While at MILCOPEX this past September, I 
asked a couple of people about my cover, 
and they gave me some insight into its 
postal history. The postmark informs us 
that it was canceled on November 28, 
1935, aboard the ship USS Cincinnati 
while it was docked at San Diego, Calif. 
From there it was put into the U.S. Post 
Office Department mailstream to go via 
airmail to the Norwood, Ohio, address. 
The 6-cent franking was the current air-
mail rate at the time. 
 
The cachet was produced by the Universal 
Ship Cancellation Society Chapter No. 43 
and it’s the chapter’s “Cachet No. 1.” This 
triggered my memory of a USCS chapter 
that was a WFSC member for many years.  

Could it be that the addressee in Nor-
wood belonged to the USS Cincinnati 
Chapter No. 43 that (according to the 
USCS website) was organized on October 
21, 1935, in Cincinnati? 
 
As for the cachet, it is simple but appeal-
ing with colors matching the 3-cent 1935 
Michigan Centenary stamps and the air-
mail envelope border. It appears to be 
precisely done with handstamps (one for 
the deep blue and one for the magenta 
turkey). I found small lettering on the 
lower left of the reverse side. It says, 
“World Cover Service, Box 717, Cincin-
nati, Ohio.” Is this the envelope manufac-
turer or a cachet cover service of some 
kind? Can one of our ATFP readers en-
lighten us? I hope you enjoyed this cute 
cover. I also hope you enjoy Thanksgiving 
Day 2018 and that roast turkey on your 
dinner plate. 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 
Editor Alex Gill Visits London 

Stamp Club Fall Program Ideas 

The First Flight to Bermuda 

Myrtle Beach Postal Card 

@ www.wfscstamps.org  
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Many thanks to Mike Boyd, who gave me this cover after he had won it earlier 
this year at a Badger Stamp Club auction. 



 

 

 

I had to apply for the trip, and was one of about 17 selected.  
The tour allowed for some time at the Autumn Stampex stamp 
show, but there were many other interesting sites to see. For 
example, visiting the headquarters of the Royal Philatelic Society 
of London and their expertising committee, the Philatelic Collec-
tions at the British Library, attending society events and func-
tions as well as a special viewing of the Queen’s Collection. My 
favorite site was the Postal Museum of London where many 
artifacts and items all relating to British postal history were on 
display. Also, they had the unique MailRail exhibit which in-
volved touring the deep mail delivery tunnels below London.    
 
My favorite artifact was a plaster mold created by Arnold 
Machin in the early development of the Machin series—Britian’s 
main definitive stamp, which has been in use since 1967 in many 
different formats, usages and printings. As a Machin collector, I 
was fascinated with these early items from the development of 
the series.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

Alex Gill 
Editor-in-Chief, Across the Fence Post 

EDITOR’S LETTER CONTACT INFORMATION 

I recently returned from a spe-
cial stamp-related trip to Lon-
don, England. The Royal Phila-
telic Society of London (RPSL) 
created and generously funded 
a stamp tour for a few lucky 
youth philatelists. 
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 Federation clubs have started their fall programming and 
reports about their activities are appreciated. Have we read 
about your club in recent issues? If not, mail or email your 
newsletter to me for inclusion in the 2019 Across the Fence 
Post issues. 
 A tradition of the Northwoods Philatelic Society is a Harvest 
Dinner held annually in September. The club provides beverag-
es and a huge philatelic cake.  Individual members provide a 
dish to pass. This is followed by their business meeting and a 
stamp auction. In odd-numbered years, the club hosts a stamp 
camp for kids, usually in the winter months of January or Febru-
ary. There was strong support among the members for continu-
ing with the program. Hopefully we will read about it in a fu-
ture issue. 
 Several Milwaukee area clubs used a show-and-tell program 
whereby members could share their latest acquisitions. This is a 
particularly timely program for meetings that occur after a ma-
jor stamp event such as Milcopex or after a long summer of no 
regular club meetings. 
 The Green Bay Philatelic Society had a program titled “20 
Questions.” Dave Burrows put together 20 multiple choice 
questions related to U.S. philately. As each question was an-
swered, there was discussion about the topic. One question 
was: What is an RPO?  The answer is Railroad Post Office and 
further discussion elicited more details about how the mail was 
handled. The October meeting of the GBPS will feature a talk by 
Ray Perry about the Green Bay Packers and is based on his non-
competitive exhibit.   
 

 This a particularly appropriate program not only for the club 
whose city calls the Packers their home but also because 2019 
will be the 100th anniversary of the founding of the Packers. 
 The Badger Stamp Club’s October program is Philatelic Liter-
ature. Members were asked to bring a show-and-tell piece of 
literature or to relate a story about some literature that was 
meaningful to the collector. Literature encompasses many 
different types such as newspapers, magazines, catalogs, gen-
eral interest and basic books about the hobby as well as books 
and articles about specialty collections and items. 
 Although many of our older collectors rely heavily on litera-
ture to learn more about the hobby, there are others, both old 
and young, who are turning to the internet and computers as an 
aid. Chapter 5 of the American Topical Association recently had 
a program presented by Art Schmitz where he described how he 
used a computer database to organize his topical collection.  
This was followed by member participation and sharing of how 
they used technology in the hobby and what some of their fa-
vorite go-to websites were and how they used them. 
 I hope that your club participated in the Christmas ad cam-
paign and had fun finding philatelic material to use in your ad. I 
am looking forward to seeing just how creative our clubs can be.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
MaryAnn Bowman, Vice-President, Youth Division  
P.O. Box 1451 Waukesha, WI 53187, maryann15b@mac.com  
 
 

 CLUB CONNECTIONS 
MARYANN BOWMAN, WAUKESHA COUNTY PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
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WE’RE ONLINE 
@ www.wfscstamps.org 

• Read a COLOR ver-
sion of Across the 
Fence Post—
anytime, anywhere 

• Additional club 
information and 
contacts 

• Other interesting 
collecting infor-
mation 



 

 

WFSC MEMBER EXHIBIT WINNINGS AT MILCOPEX 
 
Congratulations to WFSC members who exhibited at MILCOPEX 
’18, September 14-16, Crown Plaza Milwaukee Airport Hotel. 
Here are the awards garnered by our WFSC participants: 
 
OPEN CLASS 

• Gold – “Nicaragua Revenue-Based Postal Provisional Stamps 
& Uses (1908-1911),” by Neal West (plus APS Research Medal) 
 

• Gold – “The 1948 Wisconsin Statehood Issue: Production, 
First Day Covers, Postal Uses,” by John Paré (plus Collectors Club 
of Chicago Exhibitor’s Award) 
 

• Gold – “America’s Membership Libraries 1731-1901,” by 
Larry Nix (plus MPS William J. Uilhein Award for Best Americana) 
 

• Gold – “Library of Congress & Copyright 1865-1930,” by  
Larry Nix 
 

• Large Vermeil – “SPUDS: Potatoes in the U.S. at the Turn of 
the Last Century,” by Robert R. Henak (plus AAPE Award of Hon-
or) 
 
 
SINGLE-FRAME 

• Vermeil – “The 1940 Bermuda 1/2d on 1d Provisional Over- 
print and its Postal Uses,” by John Paré 

• Large Silver – “Washington Island – Scandinavian American 
Settlement,” by  Cheryl Ganz 
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MILCOPEX EXHIBIT WINNINGS 

Vern Kraus, aged 77 of Pleasant Prairie, Wis., 
passed away on March 26, 2018. Vern 
served his country in the U.S. Navy. His hob-
bies included growing & tending his roses, as 
well as collecting and dealing stamps and 
postcards. Vern was a member of the Ke-
nosha Stamp & Cover Club. 

CLOSED ALBUMS 

Ken L. Morton, aged 80 of St. Charles, 
Minn., passed away on July 24, 2018. Ken 
served in the US Navy as a gunner on the 
battleship USS Leonard F. Mason. Ken was 
an optician in Beloit, Wisconsin where he 
raised his family with his wife Marianne. 
Ken was an avid stamp collector and was a 
member and past president of the Ja-
nesville Stamp Club. 



 

 

 This is the first part of a three-part series describing the first 
three airplane flights to Bermuda which took place in 1930-
1931: the flight of Pilot Radio on April 30, 1930; the flight of 
Miss Columbia on June 29-30, 1930; and the flight of Tradewind 
on January 7, 1931. Prior to these airplane flights the only 
flights to Bermuda had been by dirigibles: USS Los Angeles in 
February 1925 and again in April of 1925 and the German dirigi-
ble Graf Zeppelin in October 1928 when it dropped mail over 
St. Georges on its first flight from Friedrichshafen, Germany, to 
Lakehurst, New Jersey. 
 First, a short geography lesson. Bermuda is not in the Carib-
bean. It is 665 miles due east of Cape Hatteras, North Carolina, 
775 miles south southeast of New York and 1071 miles north 
northeast of Miami. It sits alone astride the Gulf Stream in the 
central Atlantic.  
 On April 30, 1930, William H. Alexander (pilot), Lewis Yancy 
(pilot) and Zeh Bouck (radioman and engineer) attempted to 
become the first aviators to fly from the United States to Ber-
muda. They flew a customized Stinson SM-1FS “Detroiter” 
monoplane mounted on a pair of EDO floats, powered by a 
single 300 hp Wright Whirlwind motor. The flight covered 774 
miles in eight hours and 43 minutes of air time.  
 However, the flight was not without drama. Low on fuel, 
the plane was approaching Bermuda near nightfall on April 30. 
The crew, navigating with only a compass and a map, was 
afraid that if they continued after dark they would be unable to 
see the tiny nineteen square mile island and would run out of 
fuel in the open ocean. So, they put the plane down in the wa-
ter and waited until morning.  
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THE FIRST AIRPLANE FLIGHT TO BERMUDA 
JOHN PARE 

 A passing freighter made contact with the fliers and agreed 
to stand by until morning. As dawn broke the plane made a 
challenging take off and not long after they sighted Bermuda. 
About the same time that they sighted the island, they ran out 
of fuel and landed for a second time. By now, they had made 
radio contact with Bermuda. Heating of their trouble, a boat 
came out with three cans of fuel which allowed the Pilot Radio 
to take off and land again, this time in Hamilton Harbor to a 
crowd of cheering Bermudians. 
 The first flight from the United States to Bermuda was now 
history although the first non-stop flight to land in Bermuda 
was still nine months away. Alexander, Yancey and Bouck had 
made aviation history. Deciding not to press their luck with a 
return flight to New York, they chose to dismantle the plane, 
crate it and send it home aboard the ship that they sailed on 
about a week after the historic flight. 
 Five covers have been recorded for this flight. One is shown 
here. It is a cover carried on the flight and mailed back to New 
York while the crew was in Bermuda. Signed by the crew, it is 
addressed to John P.V. Heinmuller a noted timer of aviation 
events including Lindbergh’s famous flight to Le Bourget Air-
field near Paris in May 1927. 



 

 

 Recently hurricanes have been in the news. The devastation 
that followed reminded me of another time when a hurricane 
made “philatelic” news. 
 The year was 1989 and Hurricane Hugo had struck many 
East Coast areas including Myrtle Beach, South Carolina. The 
category 5 hurricane caused $9.47 billion in damages and re-
sulted in 61 deaths.  After the hurricane had passed, the Myrtle 
Beach Golf Holiday organization wanted to do a large mailing to 
many thousands of golfers to let them know that the golf 
courses were in good shape and ready and waiting for golfers 
to come and play. 
 At the time, the Myrtle Beach Golf Holiday association was 
composed of 52 area golf courses and 68 lodging members. The 
non-profit organization acted as a golfing chamber of com-
merce. The hurricane struck Myrtle Beach on September 22. 
Shortly after, approval was given within the U.S. Postal Service 
to overprint postal cards through the Government Printing 
Office (GPO). The overprint was a message touting the good 
condition of the Myrtle Beach golf courses.  
 To fill the request, the GPO ordered a special printing of the 
15¢ America the Beautiful postal card. The card was a first-of-
its-kind U.S. postal card with an overprinted message done on 
GPO presses. Other postal cards had been overprinted but they 
were produced by local printers contracted through the GPO. 
The Myrtle Beach card with its printed message was produced 
at the same time as the printing of the postal card. 
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MYRTLE BEACH POSTAL CARD 
MARYANN BOWMAN, WAUKESHA COUNTY PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

 All in all, 900,000 cards were produced. Sheets of 80 postal 
cards were overprinted before being cut into individual cards.  
Myrtle Beach received 760,000 cards for mailing purposes. The 
other 140,000 cards were placed on sale through the Philatelic 
Sales Division and sold out within months. 
 Two mailing companies were involved and most of the 
cards were sent out between October 14 - 16, 1989. It has been 
reported that many of the cards bypassed the cancellation pro-
cess due to the fact that they needed to get out in a short peri-
od of time and as the cards were overprinted on both sides 
making reuse unlikely. 
 As the cards in my possession are cards that were returned 
to the organization, they have auxiliary markings. While sup-
plies last, one used example of this card can be yours free. 
Send a large #10 SASE to MaryAnn Bowman, P.O. Box 1451, 
Waukesha, WI  53187. 

Figure 1: The reverse, or message side of the postal card. 
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Figure 2: Some of the returned cards were sent to Canada and were actually underpaid by six 
cents.  The cards did not receive any due markings even though they crossed the border twice. 

Figure 3: This America the Beautiful postal card depicting a bison received a Buffalo, New York, 
postcard which nicely ties the design and cancellation together.  



 

 

WFSC CLUB SHOWS 

 

OTHER SHOWS  

SHOW CALENDAR  
Want to list your event? Contact Karen Weigt, 4184 Rose Ct., Middleton, WI 
53562 P: (608) 609-6173 E: klweigt@gmail.com 

November 3    OSHKOSH STAMP BOURSE 
Oshkosh Philatelic Society, Bourse only. Elk’s 
Club, 175 W. Fernau Ave. (east of Jackson 
St./WI Hwy 76), Oshkosh, WI. Sat. 9a-3p. 
C: Dave Carney 920-750-3117 
E: dcarney1@new.rr.com 

May 4-5, 2019                      WISCOPEX 2019 
WFSC 88th Annual Convention, hosted by 
the Badger Stamp Club. Judged exhibits, 
seminars, bourse, auctions. Radisson Hotel 
Madison, 517 Grand Canyon Dr., Madison, 
WI. Sat. 10a-5p, Sun. 10a-3p 
C: Karen Weigt 608-609-6173 
E. klweigt@gmail.com 
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November 16-18       CHICAGOPEX 2018 
Chicago Philatelic Society, Judged exhibits, 
seminars, bourse. Westin Chicago Northwest 
Hotel, 400 Park Blvd., Itasca, IL. Fri & Sat. 
10a-6p, Sun. 10a-4p. 

November 24     SUPEX 2018 
Suburban Collectors Club of Chicago, exhib-
its and bourse. Operating Engineers Hall, 
6200 Joliet Rd., Countryside, IL. 

December 1-2 MSDA Milwaukee Show 
Midwest Stamp Dealers Association, bourse 
only. Crowne Plaza Milwaukee Airport, 
6401 S. 13th St. Milwaukee, WI. 
Sat. 10a-5p, Sun. 10a-3p. 

December 8-9  MSDA Holiday Show 
Midwest Stamp Dealers Association, bourse 
only. Holiday Inn Chicago Oakbrook, 
17W350 22nd St., Oakbrook Terrace, IL. Sat. 
10a-5p, Sun. 10a-3p. 

February 9, 2019   60th Annual Exhibition 
         & Bourse 
Janesville Stamp Club, exhibits & bourse. 
Holiday Inn Express, 3100 Wellington Pl., 
Janesville, WI. Sat. 9:30a-4p. 
C: Aimee Devine 608-758-1354 
E: spanishmoss72@sbcglobal.net 

March 2-3, 2019       STAMPFEST ‘19 
Milwaukee Philatelic Society, bourse only. 
St. Aloysius Gonzaga Hall, 1441 S. 92nd 
St., Milwaukee WI. Sat. 10a-5p., Sun. 10a-
3p. 
C: Robert J. Mather 262-968-2392 
E: burrobob@wi.rr.com 

March 23, 2019    BAYPEX 2019 
Green Bay Philatelic Society, exhibits & 
bourse. St. Matthew Catholic Church, Multi-
purpose Rm., 2575 S. Webster Ave., Green 
Bay, WI (parking in rear). Sat. 9a-4p. 
C: Mark Schroeder 920-337-9616 
E: markthetuba@gmail.com 

March 9-10, 2019               Rockford 2-3-4
         Stamp Expo 

Rockford Stamp Club, exhibits & bourse. 
Forest Hills Lodge, 1601 W. Lane Rd. (Hwy. 
173). Sat. 10a-5p, Sun. 10a-4p. 

March 22-24, 2019         ASDA Midwest  
          Postage Stamp Show 
American Stamp Dealers Association, 
bourse only. Holiday Inn Chicago Oakbrook, 
17W350 22nd St., Oakbrook Terrace, IL. Fri 
& Sat. 10a-5p, Sun. 10a-3p. 

July 13, 2019   Bay de Noc Stamp and 
        Coin Show 
Bay de Noc Stamp and Coin Club. Bourse 
only. Bay College, 2000 N. 30th St., Joseph 
Heirman Bldg., Rm. 952 (accessed from 
Danforth Rd.), Escanaba, MI. Sat. 10a-3p 
EDT. 
C: Richard Reiffers 906-233-9261 
E. rgrpaperboy@earthlink.net 

July 27, 2019   14th Lakeland Coin & Stamp 
        Club Summer Show 
Lakeland Stamp & Coin Club. Bourse only. 
Woodruff Town Hall, Hwy. 47E., Woodruff, 
WI. Sat. 9a-2p. 
C: Dean Martin 715-356-9453, P.O.B. 202, 
Woodruff, WI 54568 

May 4-5, 2019           WISCOPEX ‘19 
Hosted by the Badger Stamp Club, judged 
exhibits, seminars & bourse. Radisson Hotel 
Madison, 517 Grand Canyon Dr., Madison, 
WI. Sat. 10a-5p., Sun. 10a-3p. 
C: Karen Weigt 608-609-6173 
E: klweigt@gmail.com 

January 19-20, 2019      MSDA Milwaukee 
              Show 
Midwest Stamp Dealers Association, bourse 
only. Crowne Plaza Milwaukee Airport, 6401 
S. 13th St., Milwaukee, WI. Sat. 10a-5p, Sun. 
10a-3p. 

April 6-7, 2019          MSDA Spring Show 
Midwest Stamp Dealers Association, bourse 
only. Ramada Plaza North Shore, 1090 S. 
Milwaukee Ave., Milwaukee, WI. Sat. 10a-
5p., Sun. 10a-3p. 


