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Soaking Stamps 
By Maurice D. Wozniak, President of WFSC

This summer I was reminded of one advan-
tage self-stick stamps have over the lick-and-

stick variety: If they hap-
pen to get wet, they’re
not ruined.

My epiphany came
during a brief visit this
summer when my oldest
son (who now lives in
Los Angeles with his
wife and twin sons)
inquired whether the
Crystal River canoe trip
he saw advertised was the

same as the one he and I took many years ago. 
It was. At the time, we lived in Milwaukee,

but would make an almost-yearly trip to the
Waupaca area to stay at the cabin of a friend.
One year, my son and I planned to include a trip
down the Crystal River. 

The excursion sounded like a relaxing time.
The company that markets these trips provides
flat-bottom fiberglass canoes, tows customers
to the start point and picks them up at the con-
clusion, after they have floated past scenic
boulders and pines. 

Our problems began when my son woke up
that morning feeling sick. I figured he’d get
over it after awhile exploring nature. So we set
off together. We wore old jeans and tennies in
case we got wet.

The canoes are designed perfectly for the
cruise down the meandering Crystal River,
which is shallow most of the year and extreme-
ly shallow during a summer of little rain. Waist-
high would be considered deep water. Ankle-
deep seemed to be the norm, and the shallow-
draft canoe we had got hung up on the sandy
bottom more than once. When that happened,
I’d have to get out of the vessel and pull it to
deeper, more flowing water. 

My son, perched near the bow, definitely was
not having fun. He was aching and shivering
from getting wet. He did not even have the
gumption to try to push off the rocks to get us
back on track, in lieu of my wading and tugging.

The river wound past several backyards,
where people sitting in lawn chairs and drinking
beer would shout encouragement. They seemed
to be having a good time at our expense.

I was just hoping the ordeal would end soon.
Instead, our plight got worse. At one point,

we ran into a gang of young men wading in the
water, shouting at us floaters and jostling the
canoes hard enough that some capsized. I’m
sure they thought they were part of the fun,
because when I hollered at the guy who was
coming our way that my son wasn’t feeling well,
he told his henchmen to lay off of our canoe.

A little capsizing wouldn’t have bothered me
much; I was already soaked to the neck, but I
was concerned about my son, who had barely
moved during the entire float. 

A little while later, we did reach the end
point, with no further incidents. 

As I recall, I drove home soaking wet, and

my son recovered in a day or two. The main,
unanticipated damage was to my wallet,
which was in my hip pocket throughout the
ordeal. Its contents were soaked, and as I lay
the items out to dry, the damage I regretted
most was to a cache of old stamps that I had
kept tucked away in a small glassine-leaved
folder. As I recall, they included the 5-cent
airmail stamp of 1947 and the Mount
Palomar Observatory stamp of 1948. I was-
n’t a very active stamp collector in those
days, but every once in a while I would pull
them out to amaze someone who would fig-
ure they were so old they probably were
tremendously valuable. 

That wasn’t true, of course. They were mainly
valuable as postage, and I probably had enough
that they would have added up to enough postage
to send one letter through the mails.

But after their river bath, those old stamps
weren’t even good for that — without an addi-
tional supply of glue. I’m sure that’s how those
old stamps ended up, after they dried.

At least I learned my lesson: I don’t carry old
stamps in my wallet for show-and-tell anymore.
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The WFSC is 75!
A special raffle at Milcopex will benefit the WFSC!



By Maurice D. Wozniak, President of WFSC
Frank Garniss, auctioneer for the Kenosha

Stamp & Cover Club for more than 15 years,
was chosen as the club’s Member of the Year,
an honor bestowed at the annual dinner in May.
He also received the club’s citation in 2002. 

Clubs struggle to spread honors like this around
to different people, but if one member deserves it,
why not make him or her a repeat winner?

Garniss also participates in other club activi-
ties, and he has been president of the Belle City
Stamp Club, Racine, for 16 years.

***

Program ideas
A show-and-tell program on “Summer Stamp

Findings” was on the agenda for the Kenosha
Stamp & Cover Club’s August meeting.
“Bring any philatelic material you either pur-
chased, found at the bottom of a stack of stuff
you forgot you had or lucked out by finding an
item...to fill out your collection album,” the
club’s newsletter, Post Scripts, urged. “Bring it
in and tell us the story behind your find.”

Mel Graffenius, a new member of the
Waukesha County Philatelic Society, talked
at a club meeting about his collection relating to
bison, the largest land mammal in North
America. He previously had given the presenta-
tion at a meeting of the Milwuakee Philatelic
Society. It takes time to prepare a lecture such
as this, and most speakers would welcome the
chance to share their collecting interests with
other area clubs.

The WCPS also tried a departure from the

club’s monthly member auction. Members were
asked to mount items for sale on paper with
their asking price so other members could
browse for 15 minutes to see if they liked the
deals offered.

Bob Ulatt gave a program on wooden stamps
for the American Topical Association
Chapter 5. Members were asked to bring
wooden items from their own collections for a
show-and-tell.

***

What others are doing
Joseph Renkas was re-elected president of

the Kenosha Stamp & Cover Club, and
Leonard Glass was re-elected treasurer. Renkas
has been president since 1999; Glass has been
treasurer since 2001.

Gordy Lindner was elected vice president of
the Green Bay Philatelic Society. Ray Perry
remains as president, Mark Schroeder secretary,
and Ken Coakley treasurer.

The Central Wisconsin Stamp Club of
Stevens Point and Wisconsin Rapids will hold
its meeting in Rapids (on the third Thursday of
each month) at McMillan Library.

In cost-cutting moves, the Kettle Moraine
Coin and Stamp Club, West Bend, eliminated
its $10 reimbursement to members who join the
Milwaukee Philatelic Society bus trips to
Chicago stamp shows and eliminated its post
office box, since most of the mail is delivered to
the treasurer’s home. Also, dues were incresed
to $6 per year and a family discount eliminated.
The club is exploring additional sources of
income. A member contributed envelopes and
stamps for mailing the newsletter for two
months, and several boxes of donated items
were auctioned, adding $37 to the club treasury.

The Green Bay Philatelic Society raised its
dues to $10 per year, the first increase since at
least 1979.

Gaylord Yost recalled “a lifetime of fun,
curiosity, and learning” as his entry in the
series, “How I Got Started collecting Stamps,”
in the Milwaukee Philatelic Society newslet-
ter, the Milwaukee Philatelist.

***
Information for “Clubs Are Trump” is gathered from club

newsletters. Please send newsletters to Maurice D. Wozniak, 1010
Berlin St., Waupaca WI 54981.
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the Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs, Inc., a 501c3
non-profit organization. WFSC also is a life member of
the APS (since 1953). For more information about
WFSC, please contact the Central Office.

AFTP is published monthly September through April,
and every other month May through August (10 issues
per year). News of Wisconsin collectors, club news and
gratis original philatelic features are welcomed. The edi-
tor accepts submissions in any format, but prefers email
if possible. Editor reserves the right to make editorial
changes to submitted copy.

Material appearing in AFTP not carrying an individual
copyright notice may be reproduced only by not-

for-profit organizations, provided the author(s)
and AFTP receive credit or attribution. All
materials carrying an individual copyright
notice are the sole property of the author(s).

Unless explicitly stated by an officer in con-
junction with official WFSC business, opinions

expressed by the editor or individual authors are
not necessarily endorsed by the WFSC.

Submission deadlines for editorial and avertisingma-
terials are for the 1st of the month preceding month of
publication (i.e. Jan. 1 for Feb. issue).

All show calendar information, along with all other edi-
torial matter and listings, should be sent to: Wayne L.
Youngblood, Editor ATFP, P.O. Box 111, Scandinavia WI
54977-0111. (youngblood@tds.net) phone: 715-467-4416.

Advertising material and payment should be sent to
Dave Carney, Advertising Manager, AFTP, P.O. Box 55,
Kimberly, WI 54136-0055. (dcarneyl@new.rr.com)
pnone: 920-687-9077. For a complete list of advertising
rates and policies (display, classified and listings),
request a copy from the advertising manager.
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Clubs are Trump

Milcopex 2007 will take place Sept. 14-16 at the
Four Points Sheraton.  As an APS World Series of
Philately show, Milcopex’s Grand Award winner
will be eligible to compete in the annual “Champion
of Champions” competition at StampShow.
Admission and parking are free. Hours will be 10-5
Friday and Saturday, and 10-4 Sunday.

Sponsored by the Milwaukee Philatelic
Society, Milcopex is the largest show in the state.

The theme of this year’s show is “Milwaukee
Vice,”  intended to highlight some of Milwau-
kee’s more colorful history and show the “fun-
loving and slightly bawdy side” of collectors.
There will be special “Red Light District” exhibits
related to various vices or sins, including revenue
exhibits on drugs, sex, and tobacco and themat-

Milcopex Celebrates 100 Year Association with APS

Milcopex, continued on Page 5
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Gold:
“Under the Big Top” – Roland Essig, also Best in Show and AAPE

Award
“Tale of Two Library Stamps” – Larry Nix
“Horsing Around” – Rob Henak, also ATA First
“Philatelic World of Lipidoptera” – Ray Sullivan

Silver:
“The Czechoslovak Judaica Issue of 1967” – Rob Henak
“The 1932 Formation at Fond du Lac” – Darren Mueller, also Husak Award

“Computer Generated Stamps” – Frank Moertl
“A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Post Office” – Milt Wirth

Youth Gold & ATA Youth Award
“Olympics” – Sherri Biendarra

All 1932 One–Page won Participation Awards:
“1932 Christmas Seal” – Milt Worth
“Franklin D. Roosevelt Elected” – George Strieter
“1932 Olympiad” – George Strieter
“George Washington Bicentennial” – George Strieter
“1932 Winter Olympics” – John Romppainen
“The Mosque at Alcazarquivir” – Robert Mather
“Manchukuo – First Stamp Issue” – James Byrne
“Graf Zeppelin South American Flight” – James Byrne
“The Anatomy of a 1932 Postal Card” – Larry Nix
“Famous Old Castles of Germany” – Verna Shackleton
“George Washington Bicentennial Cachet” – Arthur Petri
“1932 Barbados Stamps” – Maurice Wozniak
“1932 Mathematically Speaking” – Jim Stollenwerk
“1932 Issues” – Thomas Meyers
“Registered Reseipt” – Thomas Meyers
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Show Calendar and Registry
List your show, bourse, auction or other event here!

Calendar listings are free for one WFSC member-club event
per year. Classified advertising rates apply for all non-mem-

bers and other events appearing in this section.

Tosapex ’07
Wauwatosa Philatelic Society

St. Aloysius Gonzaga Hall 1435 So. 92nd
St., West Allis, WI 

Contact: John Fagan, P.O. Box 13102,
Wauwatosa, WI 53213-0102

faganfalls@aol.com

Oshkosh Stamp Bourse
Oshkosh Philatelic Society

Elk’s Club, 175 Fernau St., Oshkosh, WI,
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Contact: Al Marcus —920-725-0798
maram@tds.net

Wiscopex ’08
hosted by the Outagamie Philatelic

Society
Fox Valley Lutheran High School
5300 N. Meade St., Appleton, WI

9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Contact: Al Marcus — 

920-725-0798, or Verna Shackleton
corosec@sbcglobal.net

Wausaupex ’07
Wisconsin Valley Philatelic Society

Wausau Labor Temple, Stewart and 3rd
Aves., Wausau, WI, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Contact: WVPS, P.O. Box 71
Wausau, WI 54402-0071

nelsojm@yahoo.com 

Monroe Stamp & Postcard Show
Monroe Stamp and Postcard Club
Monroe City Hall (lower level), 1110

18th Ave. Monroe, WI, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Contact: Earl Button, 1214 2nd St.,

Monroe, WI 53566 — 608-328-2827,
ebutton@tds.net

Milcopex ’07
Milwaukee Philatelic Society, Inc.

Four Points Sheraton Milwaukee Airport,
4747 So. Howell Ave., Milwaukee

Contact: Robert Henak, MPS, P.O. Box
170832, Milwaukee, WI 54317

(414) 351-1519, henak@execpc.com,
www.MilwaukeePhilatelic.org

October 27-28

November 17September 22 October 6September 14-16

April 12, 2008

2007 WFSC show schedule*
*Some dates and details may be subject to change, and there will likely be additional listings.

R.H.O. Postal History
and Stamps

Roger H. Oswald
2514 Sheridan Place
Manitowoc WI 54220

(920) 682-6793
rhoposthistory@comcast.net

12.07

ic/display exhibits on fat, sex, and fighting corruption.
Two related educational programs also are planned. On Friday evening

there will be a “Naughty Ladies of Beertown” walking tour. Participants
will follow in the footsteps of customers who frequented the establishment
of Miss Kitty Williams and other “madams,” with the help of Mayor David
“All the Time Rosy” Rose and Miss Kitty Williams. After the tour, enjoy
lemonade and gin (or coffee and brandy if the weather is cool) and Oreo
cookies, Williams’ favorite treat. Attendees will receive The Sporting and
Club House Guide to Milwaukee and a map indicating locations of estab-
lishments. Space is limited and the tour has a $15 fee. Send reservations
and payment to Henak Law Office, S.C., 1223 N. Prospect Ave.,
Milwaukee, WI 53202. Sunday at 1p.m., Marquette Professor Steve
Houser will speak on “Madams, Marxists and Madmen in Milwaukee’s
Past.”  He will inform listeners about the city’s famous and infamous past.

Among the “Vice” exhibits is the recently discovered rare surcharged
5-barrel beer revenue stamp of 1933, on loan from Eric Jackson. The
item was discovered on e-Bay and was sold by a Michigan postcard col-
lector who found the material in a lot he had purchased several years ago.

On Sunday “Stamps in Your Attic” will be offered from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
This free service will help visitors determine if they have items of value. Other
events include a cachetmaker’s bourse and three-dimensional exhibits – both
on Saturday. These are exhibits featuring objects that relate to stamps, com-
bining a person’s philatelic pursuits with non-philatelic items. Programs
include the ChicagoLand First Day Cover Society meeting, a meeting of the
Wisconsin Postal History Society, AAPE Seminar and Judges’Critique, as well
as a talk from APS representative Fred Baumann. A youth area will be staffed.

Three different cachets (one for each day) will be offered. They depict a
police paddy wagon, a gangster and a man dodging a bullet – each canceled
with a handcuff postmark. Covers are $2 each or all 3 for $5 and are avail-
able from John Fagan, W140 N7470 Lilly Road, Menomonee Falls, WI
53051. An additional cachet and cancel celebrating the anniversary of a
100-year association between the Milwaukee Philatelic Society and the
American Philatelic Society is will be available on Saturday. The tradition-
al awards banquet will be held Saturday evening. Reservations are required.
For further information, visit the web site: www.milwaukeephilatelic.org.

Milcopex, continued from Page 2

Please share your knowledge
with your fellow WFSC members

Write a feature for
Across the Fence Post

today!

WISCOPEX 2007 Exhibiting Awards

Show photos and examples of some of the one-page exhibits can
be found on the WFSC Website: www.wfscstamps.org
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