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DECEMBER MEETING – Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

     WHERE: BROWN COUNTY AGING AND DISABILITY CENTER 

       WHEN: December 20, 2018 (third Thursday of every month) 

            TIME: 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm, No Business Meeting in June, July, and August 

 PROGRAM: Christmas Party, Christmas Seals and Silent Auction  

Reminder:  We need volunteer members to pick up a key from the Senior Center by 4:00 pm on the day 

of the meeting.  December’s volunteer is Dave Burrows.

 

Winter Months Reminder:  in the event of 

adverse weather the meeting will be canceled 

if either the Green Bay Public Schools, or 

Green Bay Public School activities for the 

night of the meeting are cancelled. 

 

Closed Album:  Before we get into the main 

part of the newsletter, I have some sad news to 

report.  One of our lifetime members, Ken 

Coakley passed away on Friday November 16.  

Ken was a long-time member of our club, going 

back to the 1970’s I think.  He was a past officer 

of the club, a fixture at BAYPEX shows for 

years, and he rarely missed a meeting.  Ken 

collected, in his words, “cigar-box material” 

mostly from the U.S.  I know that we will all 

miss Ken and wish his family peace and comfort 

as they mourn his passing. 

 

November Meeting 
 

The meeting was called to order by president, 

Mark Schroeder. 

 

Secretary, Ray Perry read the minutes from the 

October meeting.  They were approved as read. 

 

 

 

 

Treasurer, Kirk Becker presented the 

Treasurer’s report.  A motion to approve the 

report was passed. 

 

Committee Reports 

 

Show:  Plans for advertising are moving along.  

Clete has lined up ads in American Philatelist, 

Topical Times, and will work on Linn’s as we 

get closer to the actual date of the show.  Clete 

will also get a short paragraph in the Green Bay 

Press-Gazette in their weekend activities section 

the week before the show.  We will need to start 

work on show posters soon.  Ray shared a new 

form we will need to have dealers fill out for the 

show.  Apparently, this has been an unenforced 

requirement for some time and the state of WI is 

going to start enforcing it now. 

 

Unfinished Business 

 

None. 

 

New Business 

 

Dues are now due, they are still only 

$10.00/year.  If you have not already paid your 

dues, please get them paid either at the 

December meeting, or by sending a check to:  



GBPS, Ray D. Perry, 2214 Allouez Ave., Green 

Bay, WI  54311.  To remain a current member 

dues must be paid by December 31, 2018. 

 

Key:  Thanks to Mark Schroeder for picking up 

the key this month.  Reminder to Dave Burrows 

it is your turn for December.  We need 

volunteers for all next year. 

  

November Program 

 

The November program which was to be a 

presentation by Don Buntman on some facet of 

U.S. collecting was cancelled due to the conflict 

with the Packer game. 

 

December Program 

 

The December program will be our annual 

Christmas party.  In case you have forgotten, 

remember to bring a treat.  This can be anything 

from cookies to herring or cheese and crackers 

to candy.  We have had some tremendous 

smorgasbords in the past.  Darryl usually brings 

punch and I’ll bring some decaf coffee along 

with creamer and sugar.  This is always a fun 

time, so be sure and come.  In addition, Tom 

Schroeder our program chair has something 

lined up on Christmas Seals for a program.  I’m 

sure we will have some silent auction lots as 

well. 

 

Ray’s Ramblings 
 

After guest articles the past two months on the 

Zone Improvement Plan (ZIP codes) and Mr. 

ZIP by Darlene Waterstreet, it is time for me to 

get back into some philatelic writing.  First, I 

want to thank Darlene for the break. 

 

So, what to write about this month.  Well, it is 

December and along with many of you, my 

family will be celebrating Christmas later in the 

month.  I have commented that within the past 

few years I began a cover collection.  At first, I 

just started saving any cover that looked 

interesting to me.  One category that I chose is 

holiday related covers.  I have picked up a few 

Christmas related covers and thought I’d share 

some of them here. 

 

The first two are beautiful hand-painted 

cacheted covers.  One is postmarked in Santa 

Claus, Indiana and the other in Christmas, 

Florida.  Both were cancelled on December 25, 

1943.  They are pictured below. 

 

 
Santa Claus, Indiana cover 

 postmarked Christmas Day 1943 

 

 
Christmas, Florida cover  

postmarked Christmas Day 1643 

 

The additional artwork on the 2nd cover is a 

stamp of a Christmas tree with candles for 

lights.  The wording below the stamp states, “A 

Joyous Christmas.” 

 

Another cover from the same era is a patriotic 

cover sent to Washburn, WI.  It contains a 1946 

Christmas seal tied to the cover with the 

postmark.  I can’t make out the lettering in the 

postmark, but the return address on the back of 

the envelope would indicate it originated in 

Wabasha, MN.  It is pictured below. 

 



 

A century ago, it was common to send post 

cards with Christmas greetings similar to how 

we send Christmas cards or letters today.  

Pictured below are both sides of one of these 

post cards.  This one was postmarked in Jump 

River, WI.  Jump River is a town with a 

population of about 350 in northwest Taylor 

County.  Surprise, surprise, the Jump River runs 

near the town. 

   
               Front                            Back 

Note the 1923 Christmas seal in the upper left 

corner of the back side of the card.  It is not tied 

to the card by the postmark.  The postmark is 

quite clear.  The card was postmarked on 

December 24, 1923. 

 

This next Christmas greeting post card also 

bears a 1923 Christmas seal.  This one is tied to 

the card with a postmark.  The card was mailed 

from Oskaloosa, IA on December 13, 1923. 

Oskaloosa is a small city in southeastern Iowa 

with a population of about 11,500.  This 

particular card is more religious, in keeping with 

the origin of the holiday.  Both sides of the card 

are shown below and at the top of the next 

column. 

 
Front 

 

 
Back 

 

The next card is from Winterville, NC.  

Winterville is a town located in eastern North 

Carolina.  It has a population of about 10,000 

people.  The front of the card depicts a couple 

that appears to have spent the day Christmas 

shopping.  It contains a 1937 Christmas seal tied 

to the card by the postmark.  It appears to have 

been postmarked on December 13, 1937 in 

Winterville.  Unfortunately, the bottom of the 

card has been damaged.  At least the stamp and 

seal are in-tact. 

   
                Front                            Back 

 

I thoroughly enjoy the art on these older cards.  

To me it is beautiful, but maybe it is just the 

season.  I have always enjoyed the celebration 

of Christmas from its deep spiritual significance 

to the family gatherings, and the good times. 

 

The next cover (shown on the next page) was 

cancelled in Santa Claus, Indiana on Christmas 

Day in 1948.  It contains a 1948 Christmas seal 

tied to the cover by the cancel.  The envelope 

features a beautiful cachet showing a smiling 



Santa and the statement “Greetings from Santa 

Claus, Indiana. 

 
Santa cachet from Santa Claus, Indiana 

 

The next cover is postmarked in Trudeau, NY 

on Christmas Day in 1934.  The cachet 

commemorates the 50th anniversary of the 

Trudeau Sanatorium and features a 1934 

Christmas Seal in the cachet.  It is written in the 

cachet below the Christmas seal “The little red 

birthplace of modern treatment of tuberculosis.”  

Dr. Edward Livingston Trudeau founded the 

sanatorium in 1885 for the treatment of 

tuberculosis.  It was located at Saranac Lake, 

NY in the Adirondack Mountains in upstate 

New York.  The red building on the 1934 

Christmas seal depicts the “little red cabin” at 

the sanatorium.  The Trudeau Sanatorium closed 

in 1954 when new anti-biotic treatments made 

the sanatorium obsolete.  The cover is pictured 

below. 

 
1934 Christmas Seal – Trudeau Sanatorium 

 

The last two covers I want to show are of a 

more recent vintage.  The first is hard to read 

the sprayed-on cancel, but I think it is December 

15, 2015.  The cachet depicts a young boy, girl, 

and their dog peering into the window of a toy 

shop.  The second shows a middle eastern 

village (maybe Bethlehem) on a starry night 

with one very bright star.  They are both 

pictured in the next column. 

 
Young boy, girl, and their dog at the toy shop 

 
Middle eastern village 

 

I hope you all enjoyed this review of several 

covers related to Christmas.  As we close this 

newsletter, I want to wish each of you a very 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

 

Reminder:  2019 dues are now due.  THANKS! 

Stamp Shows 
Dec. 8-9 MSDA Holiday Show, Midwest Stamp Dealers 

Association, Holiday Inn Chicago Oakbrook, 17W350 22nd St., 

Oakbrook Terrace, IL 

Jan. 19-20 MSDA Milwaukee Show, Midwest Stamp Dealers 

Association, Crowne Plaza Milwaukee Airport, 6401 S. 13th St., 

Milwaukee, WI 

 

Schedule of Events 
Shown below is the program schedule for the current year: 

December Christmas Party, Christmas Seals 

January  Way-out Topicals 

February  Stamp Trivia Contest 

March  UPU Stamps – Tom Johnston 

April   Fakes and Forgeries – Mark Schroeder 

May  Elections 

June  Silent Auction (no business mtg.) 

July   Silent Auction (no business meeting) 

August Picnic at the Burrows residence (no business 

meeting) 

 

Note:  There will be a silent auction each month except at the 

picnic. 


