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MAY MEETING – Spring is Here 

     WHERE: BROWN COUNTY AGING AND DISABILITY CENTER 

       WHEN: May 18, 2017 (third Thursday of every month) 

            TIME: 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm, No Business Meeting in June, July, and August 

 PROGRAM: “Elections”  

Reminder:  We need volunteer members to pick up a key from the Senior Center by 4:00 pm on the day of the 

meeting.  May’s volunteer is Randy Younger.

 

April Meeting 
 

The meeting was called to order by President, Dave 

Burrows.  Visitors Don Buntman and Arno Jacobsen 

were introduced.  Don collects U.S. material and 

Arno collects German stamps.  Arno joined and Don 

took a membership application home with him.  

Members of the club took turns introducing 

themselves and stating what their collecting interests 

are. 

 

Secretary, Ray Perry read the minutes from the 

February meeting.  They were approved as read.   

 

Treasurer, Kirk Becker gave the Treasurer’s report.  

A motion was made and passed to approve the 

Treasurer’s Report. 

 

Committee Reports: 

 

Picnic:  Dave Burrows announced that the Packers 

will be on the road on our regular meeting date of 

August 17, therefore the club picnic will be held on 

that date at the Burrows household.  More on that 

later.  

 

Show:  Mark Schroeder reports that things went well 

and dealers were well satisfied.  Many thanks to all 

those who helped out with set up, take down, and 

moving dealers in and out of the show. 

 

 

 

Unfinished Business: 

 

None. 

 

New Business: 

 

ADRC Donation:  It was moved and seconded by 

Kirk Becker/Darryl Ruprecht to donate $120.00 to 

ADRC in appreciation for the use of the facility for 

our meetings. 

 

WFSC Annual Meeting:  the club directed delegate, 

Mark Schroeder to vote for the proposed changes to 

the by-laws and to use his discretion with respect to 

any other issues that come up including Hall of 

Fame nominees. 

 

Software:  discussion was held with a request to 

reimburse a club member for necessary software to 

conduct club business.  The software would not be 

used for anything other than club business.  Another 

member that subscribes to the same software will 

look into whether or not there is room on his 

package for another computer. 

 

April Program: 

 

The April program was called “Hey, Look What I 

Found.”  After club members overwhelmingly voted 

in favor of more programs done by members, this 

was an attempt to start down that road.  Members 

were asked to bring something of philatelic interest 



that they had recently found, and say a few words 

about the item.   

 

We had several members that brought recently 

“found” items from their collections to show the rest 

of the club.  Those items included: 

• A tete beche pair that Kirk Becker recently 

“found.”  Kirk mentioned that he enjoys 

collecting definitive sets of the world and 

this fit nicely in his collection. 

• Dave Burrows recently “found” a calipers at 

Aldi’s of all places.  He uses his find to 

measure stamp width and thickness.  Yours 

truly had the opportunity to try this out and 

it works well. 

• Your editor recently “found” several 

interesting covers that included one that was 

postmarked on his birthday albeit several 

years prior to his birth year. 

• Clete Delvaux collects authors and poets on 

stamps.  He has worked on developing a list 

of fictional detectives on stamps.  Clete’s 

“find” was a stamp commemorating the 

100th birth anniversary of German author, 

Erich Kastner, author of the children’s story 

Emil and the Detectives.  The stamp was 

found at BAYPEX ’17 and showed a scene 

from the film. 

• I’m pretty sure Tom Johnston had a recent 

“find” as well, but I’m having a senior 

moment and can’t seem to remember what it 

was – sorry Tom. 

 

We also had a silent auction. 

 

May Program: 

 

May will feature our annual election of officers. 

 

As usual, we will also have a silent auction. 

 

Dave’s Deliberations  

 
I’m heading to the U.K.  I will be there for three 

weekends.  It is on Saturdays and Sundays that 

“Stamp Fairs” are held.  A “Stamp Fair” is 

English for “Stamp Show.”  Many are the 

equivalent of our “BAYPEX” with about a 

dozen dealers present.  These fairs are listed in 

the British magazine “Stamp.”  I have 

previously been able to pick up a copy at 

Bosse’s, but unfortunately no longer. 
 

Arriving in Europe I will pick up a copy of the 

magazine and hopefully there will be a Fair 

within distance at least one weekend.  It will be 

a change to be at a Fair where the dealers and 

participants are not primarily interested in 

United States issues.  Of course being in the 

“Mother Country,” the interest is British, as is 

mine. 

 

As in the U.S., I will be interested in “junk lots,” 

but more so in talking with the participants.  

Two memorable individuals I have met in the 

past were one that sold his capability of plating 

penny blacks and early reds, and another who 

had an almost complete collection of the 

hundred and fifty plus later reds on covers. 
 

Ray’s Ramblings 
 

Last month we worked our way through U.S. postal 

cards up into the mid-1990’s when the USPS began 

issuing postal cards in large quantities.  I lamented 

the fact that one of the last areas in U.S. postal items 

to retain a somewhat conservative issuing policy had 

finally been found and the presses began to roll.  

From the first U.S. postal card issued in 1873 

through 1993 (a period of 120 years) 173 postal 

cards were issued by the USPS and its predecessors.  

From 1994 through 2011 (a period of 17 years and 

the last year for which I have data) there were 472 

postal cards issued.  This is not to say that there 

aren’t some worthy issues, but please USPS, 

exercise a little restraint.  Included in this time frame 

are a set of 20 Legends of the West, a set of 20 Civil 

War, a set of 20 American Comic Strips, a set of 20 

Centennial Olympics, a set of 15 Endangered 

Species, well you get the picture. Shown below is a 

picture of a first-day issue of the Wild Bill Hickok 

picture postal card.  The reverse side is shown on the 

next page. 

 

UX192 Pre-stamp Side 

 



 

 
UX192 Picture Side 

 

One cannot argue the worthiness of the subject, or 

the quality of the cards.  Its just that there are so 

many of them.  Well enough for now about the large 

number of sets of postal cards and picture postal 

cards issued in this time period.  

 

There were some postal cards of interest to 

collectors of Wisconsin on stamps.  One of these is 

UX241 showing a red barn in a winter scene.  Looks 

like it came right out of Wisconsin farm country.  A 

first-day cover of this issue is shown below. 

 

 
UX241 

 

Also issued during this period was the postal card 

commemorating UW- Madison with a picture of 

Bascom Hill.  This card was pictured in the April 

newsletter and is re-pictured here in case you no 

longer have your copy of the April newsletter. 

 

 

 

 
UX301 

 

Really, most of the postal cards issued in this period 

were either a part of an ongoing set like the UW card 

shown above, or they were issued as part of a set that 

recreated a stamp issue on postal cards. 

 

One card that was not part of a set was UX406 

which commemorated the Harriton House in Bryn 

Mawr, PA.  Wikipedia says the house was originally 

constructed in 1704 and was first called Bryn Mawr 

which means “high hill.”  It was the home of Charles 

Thomson, secretary of the Continental Congress.  

The house is located in southeastern Pennsylvania 

and is listed on the National Register of Historic 

Places. 

 
UX406 

 

One of the more interesting sets issued in this time 

frame was a set of 15 cards that showed various 

clouds.  This set is known as “The Cloudscapes” and 

reproduces the stamps in its design.  Maybe I am 

attracted to this set because my Dad was always 

enthralled by the many cloud formations.  As Dad 

aged and his memory grew dim, it was one thing that 

wasn’t taken away from him and though he has been 

gone for almost a year now, the people at his last 

residence still refer to the changing cloud formations 

as “Duane’s Clouds.”  One of the cloudscape cards 

is pictured as a first-day cover on the next page. 

 

 



 
UX423 

 

Another set that I think will bring back memories to 

many of us is the “Early TV Memories” (UX567-86) 

which included scenes from many of our past 

favorite shows.  Some of these are still on TV today 

on the cable channels.  One can’t help but smile as 

they recall some of the troubles Lucy got into on “I 

Love Lucy,” or who can forget “Burns and Allen?”  

Wasn’t George Allen the greatest straight man ever?  

How about Ed Sullivan and his “really good shew.”  

Ah some great memories.   

 

Another set is the set of five Gulf Coast Lighthouses 

(UX562-66) pictured below on first-day covers. 

 
UX562-66 

There is just something about a lighthouse that 

draws our attention and stirs our imagination. 

 

The last two sets that I will mention in our 

discussion of U.S. postal cards are titled in the 

Harris catalogue as “Pixar: Send a Hello” (UX622-

26) and “Pixar:  Mail a Smile” (UX628-32).  These 

feature scenes from well known Pixar films like 

“Toy Story.”  The “Mail a Smile” set is pictured at 

the top of the next column. 

 

 

 

 
UX628-32 

 

Who hasn’t seen at least one of these movies with 

one of their children or grandchildren, or maybe you 

just went on your own.  Anyway, I like the concept 

of these last two sets.  Why not “Mail a Smile” or 

“Send a “Hello.”  Use some stamps or postal 

stationary and brighten someone’s day. 

 

That will about wrap things up for this month.  

Remember the May meeting will be our annual 

election of officers. 

 

Stamp Shows 
(See Across the Fence Post for more details) 

May 19-21 Compex ’17, Chicago Area Philateelic Societies, 

Forest View Educ. Center, 2121 S. Goebbert Rd., Arlington 

Heights, IL 

June 23-25 National Topical Stamp Show, American Topical 

Association, Crowne Plaza Milwaukee Airport, 6401 S. 13th St., 

Milwaukee, WI 

July 8-9 MSDA Summer Stamp Show, Midwest Stamp Dealers 

Association, Country Inn and Suites, 600 Milwaukee Ave., 

Prospect Heights, IL 

July 15 Bay de Noc Stamp and Coin Show, Bay de Noc Stamp 

and Coin Club, Bay de Noc College, Escanaba, MI 

July 29 Lakeland Coin and Stamp Club Summer Show, 

Lakeland Stamp Club, Woodruff Town Hall, Hwy 47E, 

Woodruff, WI 

 

Schedule of Events 
Shown below is the program schedule for the current year: 

May  Elections 

June  Joint Meeting with Appleton in Green Bay, 

  (no business meeting) 

July   Silent Auction (no business meeting) 

August  Silent Auction (no business meeting) 

 

Note:  There will be a silent auction each month. 


