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TheAustrian Special Christmas Balloon Fligtiversare an interesting
subjectfor a philatelicexhibition. TheChristmasBalloon Post isa private
operationby theErgeeCo. Netincome from thdlights isused to maintain the
PestalozzC hi | dr e n 0 AustnaiahdlGarganyhe village isnamed for
afamous Swiss educator who did a considerable amafumbrk with under
privileged andorphaned children.

The originalplans called for the first Christmas Balloon Flight to land at the
famedbvillage Christkindl but plans were changed and all of the fligletscépt
for the third, which started at Linz on the Danube) have bagyGhristkindl
The number of spectators at the launching depends on the weather condition$
atthe time, which are often very cold and windy during Austuiamters Large
crowds are usually present, though, which adds to the festivities. Since 196
theseflights havetakenplace every year during the Christmas season (minus
oneyear), with only minor problems.

This exhibit containe@xamples of mail transported by tGéristkindl
ChristmasBalloon Flight over the year$he landing point and the distance
covered are noted @achi t emés fl ight <chart. Th

Daniel G. Hammellof Beloit, who passed away in 2009. Daniel was inducted
into the WisconsinHall of Fame in 1999. He was a member of the Janesuville
Stamp Club, Walworth County Stamp Club, Rockford Stamp Club, Wisconsin
Postal History Society, the Pitcairn Island Study Group,th@dTA Space Study
Group He sold his balloon flight collection to Gary Wentworth, of Janesville,
who continues to expand it. Many thanks to Gary for sharing this beautiful
andmost interesting collection
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Austria Balloon Post

First Christmas Flight
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The first special Christmas flight from Christkindl
to St. Florian on December 9, 1961. It also has the
first balloon post label with the onboard stamps
of tH&KRGEE AUGUST | X.




Austria Balloon Post
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This cover is franked with a definitive stamp showing
the Christkindl church. It was flown on the second
special Christmas Balloon Flight in the balloon

ANEERGEE AUGUST Chrigtkindl f r o
to Kremsmunster. It has a second Christmas Balloon
Post label, onboard and flight stamps of the balloon,

the seal of the Kremsmunster Abbey,

and the Christkindl Christmas cancellation

on the day of the flight December 9, 1962.




Austria Balloon Post

Third Christmas Flight

Befoérdert mit dem Freiballon

D-ERGEE
am: 25.11.83 giartzeit!2,07h
Startort: LI/NZ/DONAU
Max. Hohe®80m  Distanz:26 km

Landezeit:‘slalh Landeoﬁ“e"by 24
pilot: ~ A-SCHULZ 0.0.

Zugunsten der Pestalozzi-Kinderdbrfer_
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A first day cover of the 1963 Christmas stamp
cancelled November 29, 1963, with the
Christkindl cancel carried on the third special
Christmas flight from Linz to Altenberg by the
bal |l o-BRGEDB. 0 Thi s al so
balloon post label with the flight information.
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Austria Balloon Post

Fourth Christmas Flight

The fourth special Christmas flight was
from Christkindl to Steyr on the balloon
NEERGEE. 0 The flight
December 6, 1964.




