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WFSC Convention '96
This special WISCOPEX '96 issue is
to welcome you to the great show
planned in conjunction with the 65th
annual convention of the Wisconsin
Federation of Stamp Clubs.
WISCOPEX '96 will be held on
May 4-5 at the Holiday Inn Sunspree,
in Oconomowoc, WI. The event is
hosted by the Waukesha County
Philatelic Society and is chaired by
Robert J. Mather. This same group
hosted WISCOPEX '88 and TOPEX
'93, both tremendously successful
shows. Further details of the show's
events appear on pp. 2, 3, 11 and 12.
WFSC Annual Business Meeting
All WFSC member clubs are reminded to send a delegate and/or an
alternate to the Annual Business
Meeting, scheduled for Saturday
afternoon at 1:00 p.m. Members-atlarge also are invited to attend, but
have no voting privileges. The meeting includes reports of officers and
committees. This is also the time to
bring any comments and suggestions
that you or your club may have concerning the WFSC and its operations.
Delegate check-in procedure
To shorten the check-in line, delegates/alternates may preregister at
the WFSC society table at any time
prior to the meeting. Just present your
written credentials to WFSC Secretary
Karen Weigt. She will get you signed
in and give you your meeting papers.
Delegates are also advised that the
WFSC is classified as an IRC
501(c)(3) organization, thereby
making your out-of-pocket expenses

to attend the Annual Business
Meeting deductible on your IRS
income tax returns .

visitors .
Get your club's light switched on
within the WFSC map to indicate your
club is represented at the show.
While at the table, _offer part of
your time during the weekend to
relieve the staff now and then or to
help out in some other manner.
And, here's a big thank-you to all
the WISCOPEX dealers who chose to
support this event and our special
WISCOPEX issue with their ads. It's
important that you patronize all of our
advertisers. When you visit their
booths, be sure to tell them you saw
their ad in Across the Fence Post!
The WFSC family of officers look
forward to seeing all of you at
WISCOPEX '96. ■

The summer A TFP publication schedule is bimonthly
with a May-June and a JulyAugust issue.
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WFSC Officers
PRESIDENT Jerry D. Weasner
N2114 Cleghorn Rd., Waupaca, WI 54981
(715) 258-7924

Saturday, May 4
10 a.m.
10:30 a.m .
12:45 p.m. 1 p.m.
3:30 p.m.
6p.m.
7 p.m .

Show opens
American Air Mail Society , General Billy Mitchell Chapter
meeting
Check-in and :.eating for Annual Business Meeting
Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs Annual Business Meeting
Judges' critique of exhibits
Show closes
A wards banquet

Sunday, May 5
10 a.m.

1 p.m .
2 :30 p.m.
4p.m.

Show opens
Wisconsin Postal History Society meeting
Wisconsin Blue and Gray Society meeting
Junior Philatelists of America, Wisconsin Chapter meeting
Show closes

GEORGIAO'KEEFFE, 1887-1986
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SALUTES.....GEORGIA O'!<EEFFE
OCONOMOWOC, WI 53066
MAY 5, 1996
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WISCOPEX '96 cacheted cover and cancel. Seep. JO for mail-order instructions.
ACROSS THE FENCE POST is the official publication of the
Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs, Inc., a 501 (c)3 non-profit
organization and life member of the APS since 1953. For
WFSC membership information, contact the Central Office .
ATFP is published monthly Sept.-Apr. ; bimonthly May-Aug.
News of Wisconsin collectors, club news and gratis original
articles related to philately are welcomed. The editor accepts submissions in any
format , but reserves the right to make minor editing changes to conform with our
style sheet. Material not carrying an individual copyright notice may be reproduced
only by not-for-profit organizations, provided the author(s) and publication receive
credit for any rep rinted material. Unless explicitly stated by an officer in conjunction with official WFSC business, opinions expressed by individual authors are not
necessarily endorsed by the WFSC.
Submission deadlinee are for the month preceding month of publication
as follows: advertising-1st of the month; editorial matter-5th of the
month. Send all ATFP items to: Karen Weigt, Interim Editor, ATFP, 4184 Rose
Ct., Middleton, WI 53562- phone (608) 836-1509 (online: CompuServe 76026,2461 / Internet - 76026 .2461@compuserve .com]. For a complete list of
advertising rates and policies (display, classified and listings), see the May-June
'95 issue of A TFP, or request a copy from the interim editor.
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WISCOPEX '96
the state's best little stamp show, May 4-5
WISCOPEX '96, hosted by the
Waukesha County Philatelic Society,
will be held May 4-5 in Oconomowoc
at the Holiday Inn Sunspree (formerly
Olympia Resort). Conveniently located north of I-94 at Highway 67,
this first-class hotel will be the sight
of the 65th annual convention and
exhibition of the Wisconsin Federation
of Stamp Clubs. A detailed map
appears on p. 11 .
• Show theme
Georgia O'Keeffe, Wisconsin-born
artist, will be the show's theme. The
show cover cachet features a poppy
design. Covers are franked with
garden flower stamps and include a
special show cancel. They will be sold
for $1 .50 each . Upon the issuance of
the O'Keeffe stamp, a first-day cover
utilizing a form of the WISCOPEX
cover will also be available through
mail order for $2.50. (See specific
mail-order instructions on p. 10.)
• Exhibits
There will be something for everyone at the show . In addition to the
Open, Single-frame, and Youth exhibiting classes, a new non-competitive
Display Class has been introduced for
this year's event.
• Bourse
A concerted effort was made to
invite dealers offeri ng a variety of
philatelic material. The 30 dealers
come from as far away as State College, PA , as well as from neighboring
states of Illinois, Iowa, Michigan, and
Minnesota. Several are new to our
area. Show attendees will not be
disappointed .
• Judges' critique
The judges' critique of exhibits will
be held on Saturday. Exhibitors can
get advice on how to improve their
exhibits and non-exhibitors can learn
how exhibits are judged.

• Meetings
Societies planning their meetings at
the show include: American Air Mail
Society, General Billy Mitchell Chapter; Wisconsin Federation of Stamp
Clubs Annual Business Meeting;
Wisconsin Postal History Society;
Wisconsin Blue and Gray Society;
Junior Philatelists of America, Wisconsin Chapter.
• Youth activities
The youth area will provide a
variety of hands-on educational experiences. Children will have an opportunity to learn more about the hobby ,
and free philatelic materials will be
distributed.
• Raffle
Continuing the tradition of a raffle,
a beautiful inlaid wood reproduction
of the 1974 Federal Duck stamp (#RW
41 - $5 Wood Ducks) will be given
away at the show. The piece measures
19 inches by 24 inches and is inset
with 19 different exotic woods. Originally retailing for $350, this lovely
piece could be hanging in your stamp

room. ltaffle tickets cost $1 each or
six for $5. They may be purchased at
the show or in advance from: Robert
Mather, S56-W29562 Roanoke Dr. ,
Waukesha, WI 53188.
• Awards banquet
The Saturday night banquet and
awards ceremony will commence at
7:00 p.m. at the Holiday Inn

(continued on p . 11)

PLAINEX
STAMPS
(Carl & Phyllis)

Handling • Germany & Colonies
• Great Britain & Colonies
• Japan
• Switzerland
• Most o_ther major European
countries
See us at these Wisconsin shows:
WISCOPEX '96, May 4-5, Oconomowoc
TRI-PEX Stamp fair '96, June 22-23, West Allis

P.O. Box #6
Des Plaines, IL 60016
(708) 827-3589

CATERING TO THE BEGINNING AND INTERMEDIATE COLLECTOR
U.S., CANADA, AND MISCELLANEOUS WORLDWIDE
STAMPS, COVERS AND CARDS
COLLECTORS STAMPS, ACCUMULATIONS AND
COLLECTIONS BOUGHT
SEE US AT WISCOPEX '96- BOOTH #12
BRING THE KIDS!

AILMAJO STAMPS
Jerome (Jerry) Matczak

Margarete (Gretel) Matczak

222-4th Street - Box 45, Weyerhaeuser, WI 54895
store and fax 715-353-2919 • toll tree 800-378-2919 • home 715-353-2234
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By WFSC Secy. Karen Weigt

4184 Rose Ct., Middleton, WI
I'm accumulating a backlog of club
news, so this time, I'll get right at What others are doing

New officers of the Northwoods
Stamp and Coin Club (Rhinelander)
are : Pres. Larry Marten, VP James
Caldwell, John Barnick, and Treas .
Norman Braeger. Programs for the last
last two meetings focused on the Washington-Franklin series of 1908.
Sheboygan Stamp Club officers for
1996 are: Pres. Margaret Goldmann,
VP David Smith, Secy . Robert Keppert,
Treas . Ruth Hoppe , and Directors Perry
Harris, Vern Witt, Robert Kuhlmann
and Mike Steeb.
In response to a past column where I
discussed compensation for club service,
Ruth Hoppe reported that the SSC gives
her free dues for serving as treasurer.

53562

This helps cover the hidden costs involved with her duties .
The topics of recent SSC displays at
the Sheboygan Post Office were booklet
stamps and the post office on wheels.
The Central Wisconsin Stamp Club
(Wisconsin Rapids and Stevens Point)
has a club exhibit depicting the basics of
stamp collecting . It was displayed at the
Wisconsin Rapids post office during
October National Stamp Collecting
Month in 1995.
1996 officers of the Walworth
County Stamp Club are: Pres. David
Valley, VP Dan Hammell, Treas.
Eugene Joyce and Secy. Michael Yopp.
Club meeting activities include an
auction every other month.
Wisconsin Valley Philatelic Society
(Wausau) members volunteered to assist
elementary school teachers in the area

who are interested in incorporating any
of the U.S. Postal Service's Kids' Post
materials within their classroom curriculum. Thirty fourth-grade area teachers
receive the Kids ' Post publication.
On March 23, the Wauwatosa
Philatelic Society held its annual public
auction.
Bob Krauss is the new newsletter
editor for the North Shore Philatelic
Society of Milwaukee .
Julio Santiago now edits the Milwaukee Philatelist, newsletter of the Milwaukee Philatelic Society .
Members of the Lake County Philatelic Society (Gurnee, IL) will hear a
presentation about plate number coil
stamps at their April meeting.
In January, the Outagamie Philatelic
Society (Appleton) invited a popular
area dealer to the meeting. He brought
in his stock exclusively for club members to peruse.
A Love stamps quiz was featured at
the February meeting of the Northwestern Mutual Stamp Club (Milwaukee) .
Kettle Moraine Coin and Stamp
Club (West Bend) members staffed a
table at a recent hobby show held at the
local mall . ■

Auction Consignments Wanted
•U.S. & World Wide Collections
•Singles, Plate Blocks, Sheets
Upcoming Shows and Auctions .
May 24-26, CO MPEX '96 , O'Hare Holiday Inn , 5440
No. River RoaJ, Rosemont, IL
May 27, COMPEX Auction
August 22-25 , APS STAMJ'SHOW '96, Orange
County Co nve ntion Ce!'l.ter, Orlando, FL

Official APS STAMPSHOW '96 Auctioneer

•Mint and Used
• Accumulations

r------------------7
1 want to consign material to an upcoming auction I

1

I Name: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ I

!Address: - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1
!city: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ State: _ _ _ Zip: _ _ _ I

IPhone: Day '-------''-------- Evening ~ ~ -----1
hype of Material : _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ I
I _ _ _ __ __ _ _ _ _ _ I

L---- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~

7139 West Higgins Road
Chicago, IL 60656-1972
1-800-919-BIDS (2437)
(312) 775-2100 •FAX (312) 792-9116
Store Hours: Monday - Saturday 9am - 6p m
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Bv Howard Shaughnessy, Lake County (JU Philatelic Society

SHAUGHNESSY Takes On
Here are my takes on current and
upcoming U.S . Postal Service issues.

•
Ain' t they quaint? I'm referring to the
Hirsute Quartet, Pioneers of Communication block of four featuring
Eadweard Muybridge, Frederic Ives,
Ottmar Mergenthaler, and William K.
L. Dickson. Of the four, Mergenthaler
moved printing fast forward just as
Gutenberg did centuries before him.
His linotype typesetting machines
were the backbone of the publishing
business (before computers took over)
and gave printing a Teutonic name.
When next we honor such communicators it will be E.-Gates. Mr. Bill, of
Microsoft, should continue the German flavor.
The remaining trio really were
small spuds as communicators - just
common tators. Muybridge was as
"weard" as his first name, playing the
horses to go into the records , and
stamp albums. Ives created halftones,
making possible the use of photographs in printing where illustrations
were previously produced by line
artists. Dickson worked with Thomas
Edison on photography. Actually, old
Thomas sent him into the photo lab to
see what developed .

•
In honoring the 199~ political year,
the Postal Service c,aw fit to issue the
Year of the Rat stamp, in the continuing series for the lunar calendar celebrants. This one should have been a
self-adhesive issue. Who, among us,
is going to lick those rodents? Blah!

•
I was always partial to redheads, so
I'm pleased to see we get our twocents ' worth with the Redheaded
Woodpecker issue - an abundant
species years ago, now rarely seen. A
rare bird, indeed. Looks like the birds
will rival the Transportation series .

•
What looks to be a German castle on
the Rhine is actually the Smithsonian,

• • •

a fine institution and the keeper of
America's history . Housing a lifetime
of treasures, it would take one's
lifetime to see all that's there. Dusty
and musty it ain't.

•
The Fulbright Scholarship issue is a
good example of trying to show too
much on a postage stamp, ending up
looking like a store mannequin's head .
It's a noble venture "creating scholarships to increase mutual understanding
between us and the rest of the world ."
It's also taxpayer funded - 70 percent
for 1994-95 - so when you lick this
one, it's yours baby!

•
Winner of the Bendix Trophy Race in
1938, Jacqueline Cochran was a fast
lady, the first woman to travel faster
than the speed of sound. A self-taught
aviatrix, during World War II,
Jacqueline was the first woman to
ferry a bomber to England. Did that
make her a ferry grandmother? The
Postal Service issue does her proud;
we can lick this one with pride.

The design of the Computer Technology stamp commemorating 50 years
of computers does no justice to the
industry. Without the wording on the
stamp, no one would have a clue as to
what the stamp is about.
Actually, the Mountain coil would
have made a better computer stamp.
By squinting your eyes, the mountain
tops create a WWW. Then we drop to
the usa/nonprofit.org. making it a
Website address! So now profitless
groups will have a choice between
buttes or mountains .

•
Last time, I thought the Nixor error
(the stamp, that is) wouldn't fetch the
8- to 10-grand estimates. Boy, was I
right! It was knocked down for
$14,500 plus the premium. The buyer
was anonymous . Isn't this the same
unknown person who wrote "Primary
Colors?" With the book at the top of
the best sellers, money for the Nixon
was no problem.

•
Let the games begin. Just looking at
the 20-stamp sheet to be issued for the
1996 Olympic Games is a workout.
Grunt; growl, sweat, is built into each
stamp. Oh well, my doctor said,
"Atlanta." ■

•
Looking forward to seeing you at

WISCOPEX '96
I'm bringing a large stock of -

UNITED STATES• REVENUES• POSSESSIONS
including: plate blocks, booklets, coils, and panes; dated reds/
greens, 1-3rd issues, beers, taxpaids, etc. ... So, whether you need a
#2, 2222, C2, R2 or RW2; MNH or used, For XF, bring your want list
- call me for special items.

CINDERELLAS, DISNEY and SHOWGARD, tool

SEVEN CONTINENTS
FRANK BACHENHEIMER • 847-480-1880
BOX 230, GLENVIEW, IL 60025-0230
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By Hank Schmidt. Box 6. Winnebago, WI 54985-0006
Mbr., Oshkosh Philatelic Society

Fir
Sp

over Collecting:
d or in Passing

"Stamp collecting is my hobby. I
don't expect to make any money
from it."
How many times have you heard
this statement? Perhaps you may have
said it yourself; I have, and many
times over. Nevertheless, I must
confess that I do experience a bit of a
thrill, or at least some satisfaction
when I learn that an item in my collection has gone up in price above

what I paid for it. I must further
confess, that when I profess not to
want to make any money from my
collection, it is usually when I have
learned that a recently secured item
has dropped in price, usually much
below my purchase price.
On the other hand, if one goes into
philately strictly as a vehicle of investment, it is very risky. Some say it is
about as risky as investing in the

Best wishes WISCOPEX '96 from Joan and Dorance Gibbs, Booth #28

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

U.S. mint and used
Ducks (good stock) Federal and State
B.O.B.
Wisconsin Covers
Picture Post Cards
Foreign and U.S. Job Lots
,Collections
Hunting and Fishing Stamps
State and Federal Revenues
Cut Squares
Booklet Panes
Etc.!
~

also buy.

GIBBS STAMPS
223 N. 20th, La(rosse WI 54601
(608) 784-3956
6

precious metals market or in commodities. Perhaps the risks involved in
the philatelic market might be considered a blessing in disguise for the true
philatelist, the hobbyist. It is these
very risks that tend to keep many
investors out of the philatelic market,
thereby preserving some price stability
for the hobbyist.
If you are like many philatelists,
your philatelic capital is the surplus
not needed for more vital purposes,
and some thought must be given to
making your purchases as economically as possible. It, therefore, makes
a great deal of sense to look for affordable cacheted first-day covers that
are appealing to you and at the same
time, meet your collecting goals. The
law of supply and demand plays an
important role in such purchases .
Collecting covers produced by a
major high-volume cachetmaker can
bring some frustration. If the purchase
is made directly from the producer or
a servicer, one might see the item sell
at a greatly reduced price on the
secondary market a few months later.
If you choose the secondary market as
your main source of supply, you may
wait a long time to secure those items.
This is in addition to expending a
great deal of effort performing
multiple searches th.rough many dealers' stocks.
Economically, though, it usually is
better to wait until those items appear
on the secondary market. They often
can be found for 25 to 50 percent of
their original cost within just six
months to a year from the date of
issue. This is because most major
producers like ArtCraft, Fleetwood,
Artmaster, Aristocrat, Colorano, etc. ,
publish in such a large volume.
ArtCraft does not release its production figures, but it has been rumored that they have been known to
produce as many as a hundred thousand items for one stamp issue. While
their art remains very formal and
strikingly beautiful, the secondary
market holds some great bargains for
these items if you are willing to wait.
(continued on p. 7)

First Day Cover
Collecting
(continued from p . 6)

Fleetwood also does not release its
production numbers, but previously
reported figures for Artmaster have
been 35 ,000 to 60,000, and 3,500 for
Aristocrat. Colorano has reported
9,000 items per issue. These numbers
tend to fluctuate widely and should
not be considered a static scale.
Of all the major producers listed
above, Colorano covers seem to hold
their issue price the best, with decreases of 10 percent or less on the
secondary market. They then rebound
and appreciate to as much as 50 percent above their original issue price in
. five to seven years after the issue date.
It appears that the silk material base
and the spectacular coloration of their
cachets are very desirable to collectors
who have been known to tenaciously
hold on to these artistic gems .
A study of the present FDC market, finds a brisk sale of recent issues
with hand-painted all-over cachets
(cachets that fill out the entire face of
the cover with the stamp appearing in
many different positions on the
cover). These hand-painted covers are
produced in small numbers (often Jess
than a hundred per issue) , but sell for
as high as $75 each. Because they are
priced so high, very few of them have
hit the present secondary market.
When they do finally get to this aftermarket, they may sell for about a third
to a half of their original cost. This is
because when a collection is liquidated, it often has to be sold at a
substantial loss in order to interest
a buyer.
Two cachetmakers whose products
have proven to have good to spectacular investment value are Collins, and
Ham cachets. They are usually offset
printed items with hand-coloring of
high artistic qualities, though produced in relatively small numbers.
Collins has reported per issue production numbers of 500, with Ham reporting 150 to 250 or slightly more.

hand-drawn cachet created by Dorothy Knapp for the U.S. Coast Guard
issue, Scott #936

Two cachetmakers of the past who
have been known for some spectacular
hand-drawn cachets are the late Mae
Weigand and the late Dorothy Knapp .
Their production numbers are unknown to me at this time , but their art
is of very high quality. Knapp 's art,
however, is a bit more sophisticated
than Weigand' s and commands a very
high premium . The Knapp cachet for
Scott #936 (see illustration) was
purchased by yours truly in 1976 for
$39.95 . It has recently been listed at
auction for $375.
One can conclude that hand-drawn

cachets seem to be the best bet for
investment value. The cachetmaker,
though, has to spend many years
acquiring a favorable reputation
before this can happen.
I cannot tell any collector which
way to go for investment purposes.
Thus, if you are a true FDC collector,
your best avenue is to consider investment potential as secondary to your
basic philatelic interests, and to purchase what you like at prices that your
philatelic budget can manage.
Once again you have my comment.
So what's your comment? ■

Stamp Pins & Jewelry
SALE - 25°/4 to 60% off
at WISCOPEX •96 ($3.15 each by mailJ
over 100 varieties available

U.S. - Canada - Foreign
(Mint & Used)
Stamp Pins • Post Cards • Supplies

We buy post cards.

WHEATON STAMP SERVICES
Larry & Sherry Hendricksen
P .O . Box 954 , Wheaton, IL 60189-0954
708-665-8223 (after Aug. 3, 1996, 630-665-8223)
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Bv Gregg Greenwald. 2401 Bluebird Ct.. Marshfield. WI 54449-3128
Mbr.• Central Wisconsin Stamp Club

U.S. Varieties Clearinghouse
An untagged
version of the 2¢
Mary Lyon stamp
has been released.
According to
Michael
Schreiber's article
on p. 2 of the
February 5, 1996, issue of Linn's
Stamp News, the stamp first appeared
in late 1995.
The previous version of the 2¢
Mary Lyon stamp (Scott #2169) had
dull gum and block tagging and was
printed using plates 1 and 2. The new
version also has dull gum but is untagged and was printed using plate 3.
Besides this dull gum variety, the
Linn's article also mentioned that
collectors should additionally be on
the lookout for the 2¢ Lyon stamps
with shiny gum. None have been
reported, but there is a possibility that
they exist. However, with the issuance
of the 2¢ Redheaded Woodpecker
stamp on February 2, it may well be
that the Woodpecker stamps were

printed instead of the 2¢ Lyon with
shiny gum. Nevertheless, be aware of
the chance that the shiny gum variety
exists and report any findings to me so
that other variety collectors can get
them.
I ordered my untagged 2¢ Mary
Lyon stamps from the philatelic center
in Phoenix, AZ. The address is:
Wayne Meyers, Philatelic Clerk,
Sierra Adobe Station, 1902 W. Union
Hills Dr., Phoenix, AZ 85027-9998
Wayne can also be reached byemail at TELABS@aol.com, and he
usually answers within a day.
Wayne mentioned that all four
positions are available but the stamp
should be ordered in full planes to get
a plate number block. I did not ask
Wayne why only full panes could be
ordered, but it may have to do with
the fact that he does not have a use for
a large quantity of 2¢ stamps.
Please direct comments/questions
to me at the address shown above. If a
response is requested, please include a SASE. ■

Bv ATFP Editor Karen Weigt. 4184 Rose

Ct..

Middleton. WI 53562-4339

Weyauwega Disaster Covers?
Does anyone know how mail addressed to Weyauwega was handled
during the recent disaster? Where was
it routed? How was :i.t delivered to
residents scattered throughout the
area? Were there any special markings
applied to this mail?

The answers to these questions
would make a great Wisconsin Postal
History article for a future issue of
Across the Fence Post. Please let me
hear from those who have this (and
any additional) information and are
willing to share it with our readers . ■

MPS Member, Maurice Wozniak, is new
Stamp Collector editor
Maurice D. Wozniak was named editor
of Stamp Collector and Stamp Wholesaler, two stamp-hobby newspapers
acquired January 2 by Krause Publications of Iola, WI.
Wozniak is a native of Chippewa
Falls. His background includes a bachelor or science degree in journalism
from the University of Wisconsin-
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Madison. He joined the Milwaukee
Journal in 1970 and held a variety of
editorial positions. While there, he
wrote features about philatelic subjects.
Wozniak lived in Milwaukee for
more than 25 years, and is a member of
the Milwaukee Philatelic Society.
We wish him our very best with
Krause Publications. ■

Club News
KENOSHA'S STAMP SHOW '96
EXIDBIT AWARDS
STAMP SHOW, sponsored by the
Kenosha Stamp and Cover Club, was
held February 17-18, at St. Mark's
Auditorium, in Kenosha . Exhibit
awards were as follows:
Best of Show plus 1st in theme
category - Love Stamps of the United
States and Ireland, by Serge Logan
1st - Love and Family, by Frank
Garniss
2nd - Valentine's Day: 150th Anniversary, by Helen Larsen
2nd plus People's Choice Award Travels with Ben, by Bob Balcome
2nd - Traffic Safety, by Kurt and
Irmgard Daniels
2nd - American Eagles, by Dennis
Mueller
3rd - Austria the Beautiful, by Serge
Gontscharow

Bv former WFSC Historian
Steve Langkau

From the WFSC
Historical Files
Because of government restrictions
on traveling, etc. , no WFSC convention was held during the war
years of 1943-45. The annual
meeting of delegates, however,
was held each of these years in
Milwaukee.

•

Snippets from the program of
the 37th annual convention held
May 18-19, 1968, in Appleton:
"Herodotus, praising the Persian posts , penned these words:
'Neither snow nor rain nor heat
nor gloom of night stays these
couriers from the swift completion
of their appointed rounds."'
" ... Lord Alexander of Tunis,
speaking of postage stamps, once
said, 'These tiny pieces of paper
are miniature posters: Windows
through which we view the history, culture, traditions and ambitions of the earth' s nations. "'

Bv WFSC VP Youth Division MaryAnn Bowman

Joining with Juniors
Fun with new issues 1996 Olympic Games
The Centennial Olympic Games will
be held in Atlanta, GA, this summer.
To commemorate the 1996 games, the
U .S. Postal Service will issue a pane
of 20 stamps in the format of their
"Classic Collection" stamps. Each of
the colorful action-figure stamps will
depict athletes in the performance of
20 Olympic events and will have
descriptive text on the reverse of the
stamps.
(Another stamp depicting a discus
thrower will be issued during the
Olymphilex stamp show, which will
be held in July.)
There are many activities that you
can do with stamps to educate children
about the historical background of the
Olympics, its sports, and the ethnicity
of the participants. One is limited only
by imagination and resources available . What follows are some suggestions for projects that you might like
to try with your group.
Need a mini-break from an intense
lesson? Get your kids moving with
this game of Olympic charades. Give
each child a used sports stamp. Have
them pantomime the athletic event
while the others try to guess. Kids get
to keep the stamp.
Stimulate their imagination and
creativity. Using a blank stamp outline form , type the descriptive text
from the 1996 Olympic stamps onto
the back of the stamp form - one
different writeup per stamp. Challenge
your club members to design a new
Olympic stamp for the event described
on the reverse of the form. Urge them
to depict athletes in action. When
completed, compare them to the 1996
United States Olympic issue
Find out the names of the participating countries. Using a stamp mixture , try tp find a stamp issued by that
country. How many different countries were you able to find? Even
more challenging would be to try to

find flag stamps to represent each of
the participating nations.
Draw the Olympic rings on paper
- each ring approximately 2 inches in
diameter. Discuss the number of rings
in the Olympic flag, the colors used,
and why those colors were chosen.
Use the paper as a mini-lesson to
review hinging techniques. Have your
youth find a single stamp to mount
within each ring . Depending upon the
abilities of your youth, either have
them find a single-color stamp closest
in color to the ring in which they are
hinging the stamp OR have them try
to locate a stamp from a different
continent to put into each of the rings .
Hint: stamp identifiers and maps are
useful tools for the latter project. In
fact, you may want to "pick" the
mixture so that hard-to-identify countries have been eliminated.
Create your own philatelic
olympics. A tong relay race can be
lots of fun! Divide the group into
teams . Have a mixture of stamps at
one end of the room. Give each team
one pair of tongs. Members must race
down to the other end of the room,
pick up a stamp with the tongs, race
back to the starting line, deposit their
stamp in a box, then pass the tongs on

to the next person. If a stamp drops, it
must be picked up with the tongs .
Another variation is to have a pair
of tongs for everyone on the team.
The first person picks up a stamp with
his tongs, passes it on to the next
person, and so on until the stamp
reaches the end of the line. The last
person puts the stamp in a box, runs to
the front of the team, and begins the
relay all over again. The winning
team is·the team that has each member
back in their original positions.
In the catalog caper, pairs of students work together to find the answers to questions posed. Questions
should be geared to the abilities of
your members . Naturally, the questions should center around sports or
Olympic stamps. For example: What
sport is the subject of a 1980 set of
two stamps from Spain? (soccer).
There are many options. The leader
can pose the questions one at a time.
Questions could be printed on paper.
Another option: weigh the questions
so they are worth varying points.
Award prizes in your own philatelic olympic closing_ ceremony. I'd
love to hear your ideas of activities
that might be included in a philatelic olympics! ■

Bv Steve Langkau, Oshkosh Philatelic Society

On Wisconsin
In 1998, the Badger State celebrates its
150th anniversary of statehood. As a
prelude to the occasion, this column
regularly features a stamp, or other
postal item, and story penaining to the
state of Wisconsin.
German born Carl Schurz came to
America with his wife, Margarethe, in
September 1852. They settled in
Watertown in 1854. In 1856, Carl
Schurz became a lawyer and businessman in Watertown. He edited two
German newspapers. Meanwhile, his

wife had started the
first kindergarten
in America.
When the new
Republican party
was formed in
Scott #1847
Ripon, Carl Schurz
worked hard on its
behalf. In 1860, he became involved
with the campaign of Abraham Lincoln for the presidency. He was rewarded by appointment to ambassador
to Spain. He was appointed Secretary
of the Interior when Rutherford Hayes
became president. ■
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Show Calendar and Registry
Liat your show, bour se, auction or event

a:. .EBE£

for WFSC member-club shows non-members and all other events

May 4 - 5

June 15 - 16

WISCOPEX '96

15th ANNUAL SHOW
&BOURSE

hosted by
Waukesha County Phil. Soc.
Sunspree Holiday Inn
(former Olympia Resort)
Oconomowoc, WI (Contact: Robert J .
Mather, S56-W29562 Roanoke Dr.,
Waukesha, WI 53188)

I

Northwoods Stamp and Coin Club
Nicolet College, LRC Building
County "G, " Rhinelander
(Contact: NSCC , P.O. Box 126,
Rhinelander, WI 54501)

Members Only Free Ads

I[BJ

classified rates for

Cover Listing

WISCOPEX '96 Show or FDC
May 4-5, Oconomowoc, WI
Multicolored cachet commemorating
Georgia O'Keeffe with poppy design
and garden flower stamp. Show cancel
depicts O'Keeffe. FDC with form of
show cachet. Show cover $1.50 ea./
FDC $2.50 ea. plus #10 SASE.
MaryAnn Bowman, P.O. Box 1451,
Waukesha, WI 53187. (Waukesha
County Phil. Soc.)

WANTED: Wisconsin and
Confederate Civil War covers and
collateral material. Send photocopy/
price to: Roger H. Oswald, 2514
Sheridan Pl., Manitowoc, WI 54220.

FOR SALE: CENWISPEX,
February 11, 1996, show covers.
Parachuting cow cancel/cachet. $ I and
SASE. De Juhnke, 3701 Jordan Lane,
Stevens Point, WI 54481. (Central

(Wisc. Blue and Gray Soc.)

Wisc. Stamp Club)

Fall show
schedule will
appear next month.

WISCOP EX
Boot h #21

DOZENS OF COVER CATEGORIES TO CHOOSE FROM:

U.S. NAVY AND MILITARY COVERS
WWII PATRIOTICS

ADVE RTIS ING COVERS

U.S. POSTAL HISTORY

COVERS BY STATES

TOPICAL COVERS

U.S. FIRST DAY COVERS

JAMES E. SMITH, P.O. BOX 369, GOBLES, MICHIGAN 49055
APS . AFDCS . uses . MPOS . wee . PSPS
10
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WISCOPEX '96

i

(continued from p . 3)
Sunspree. The WFSC's second annual
dealer recognition award will be
presented and the new inductees for
the WFSC Hall of Fame will be
honored .
Banquet tickets cost $15. The
buffet meal offers a main entree
choice of roast sirloin of beef and
baked chicken. In addition, the meal
will include choices of mixed green
salad, pasta salad, relish tray, marinated tomato-cucumber dill salad,
sliced fresh fruit, a vegetable and
appropriate starch, assorted rolls, and
dessert choice of apple pie, cherry
pie, and chocolate torte .

a

• Lodging
Those wishing to stay at the Holiday Inn Sunspree can make reservations directly by calling 1-800-5589573 . Rooms are $69 per night plus
tax. Room reservations should be
made by April 15 as these rooms will
be released prior to the show. Those
looking for a less expensive place to
stay will need to select from accommodations in the Waukesha and
Brookfield area, approximately 14
miles from the show site.
Additional information about
WISC0PEX is available from :
MaryAnn Bowman, P.O. Box 1451,
Waukesha, WI 53187.
We look forward to seeing you
there! ■

Buying for

Cash
Stamp Collections, Accumulations,
Plate Blocks, Duck Hunting Licenses,
Old Stocks, Bonds, Old Envelopes,
First Day Covers, Post Cards

WISCOPEX '96
Booth #10

BELL STAMP CO.
108 W. Penn St .. What Cheer, IA 50268
(515) 634-2162

N

exhibition hall
entrance

1

stop light
parki"!)

Getting to
WISCOPEX '96

Pic·N·

Sav
grocery
store

Directions to the Sunspree Hotel (formerly
Olympia Hot!I) Take Interstate Highway 1-94 to the Highway 67
(Oconomowoc) exit. Go approximately 1.4 mile
toward Oconomowoc (north) to the second
stop-and-go light.

Turn left into the Olympia complex.
Drive around behind the Sentry Foods store to the
hotel conference center.

Hwy.
~67

stop light
Hwy. B

II

to
Interstate
94

••••••••••••••••••••••••
Come see us at WISCOPEX and see the prettiestever Christmas Seal design.

We also have checklists of Christmas Seal printers
by year, Test Designs and Formats, and ALA
Spring/Summer seals. Or just come say 11 hi 11 •

Betsy & Chuck
Post Office Box 8134
State College, PA 16803
Phone/fax: 814-234-3737
e-mail: BetsyChuck@aol.com

No, Christmas Seals didn't end
in 1979 ... need an "update"
for your Scott Catalogue?

We also have EFOs, Japan,
State Revenues, and general
US and Foreign stamps.

••••••••••••••••••••••••
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Come See Us at

WISCOPEX '96
Hosted by the Waukesha County Philate lic Societ y
at
Holida y Inn Sunspree
(Formerly Olympia Resort)

Conve niently located at Hwy. 67 just north of 1-94
Ocono mowoc , WI

May 4 - 5, 1996
Annua l Conve ntion and Exhibi tion
of the
Wisco nsin Federation of Stamp Clubs
ADMISSION IS FREE - PUBLIC WELCOME

Saturday 10 - 6

Sunday 10 - 4

Exhibi ts - 30+ Dealers - Youth Area - Free Parking

SALUTES ..... GEORGIA O'KEEFFE
OCONOMOWOC, WI 53066
MAY 4, 1996

