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Bv WFSC President Jerry 0. Weasner 

Call for Convention '97 
Here 's a special 
welcome to 
WISCOPEX '97, the 
66th annual Convention 
and Exhibition of the 
Wisconsin Federation 
of Stamp Clubs. This 
year ' s event will be 
held May 3-4, at the 
Hart Park Arena, 
Wauwatosa, WI. WISCOPEX '97 is hosted by 
the Wauwatosa Philatelic Society under the 
direction of General Chairman Jim Beck. 
Claude Giralte has coordinated the exhibits 
portion of the show. 

All WFSC member clubs are reminded to 
send a delegate and/or an alternate to the Annual 
Business Meeting, scheduled for Saturday 
afternoon at 1 p.m. Delegates and alternates 
should be prepared with written credentials - a 
simple statement signed by your club president 
designating you as the official representative(s) of 
your home club. Members-at-large and interested 
observers also are invited to attend, but have no 
voting privileges. 

The meeting includes reports of officers and 
committees, elections and appointments. This is 

the time to bring any comments and suggestions 
that you or your club may have concerning the 
WFSC and its operations. 

One outstanding Wisconsin philatelist will be 
honored at this year's WISCOPEX '97 banquet 
and become the newest member of the Wisconsin 
Philatelic Hall ofFame. The 1997 WFSC Dealer 
Recognition A ward and exhibit awards also will 
be presented at the banquet. 

WISCOPEX '97 exhibits will be judged by 
Jim Maher, Greg Schmidt and Vern Witt. 
Twenty-two dealers have already signed up for 
the bourse . The U .S. Postal Service will be 
present with a substation and special cancel. The 
show will sponsor a youth area and Boy Scout 
merit badge counselling table. A special added 
attraction is Richard Byrne, who will display his 
carvings of classic United States postage stamps 
and demonstrate his craft. Be sure to see this 
awesome artwork, which has won high awards in 
carving competitions. (Seep. 9.) 

Banquet and lodging details, map, and more 
information about show events and attractions can 
be found on pages 11 and 12. 

I look forward to seeing all of you at 
WISCOPEX '97 . ■ 

WFSC Announcements 
MANY THANK-YOUS TO -

The Sheboygan Stamp Club 
The WFSC is very thankful for your monetary 
donation to help cover mailing expenses for 
Across the Fence Post. 

Gerrit Feyer, Perry Harris, Allan Zerger 
Your recent donation of stainps to the WFSC 
Youth Division is greatly appreciated. 

Art Arntsen, of the Badger Stamp Club 
We're most grateful , Art , for your annual 
services in auditing the WFSC books . 

Dealers for WISCOPEX Ads 
Here 's a big thank-you to all the WISCOPEX 
dealers who chose to support this event and our 
special WISCOPEX issue with their ads . It's 
important that you patronize all of our advertis
ers . When you visit their booths, be sure to tell 
them you saw their ads in Across the Fence Post. 

Convention Delegate 
Check-in Procedure 
To shorten the check-in line, delegates/ 
alternates to the 1997 Annual Business 
Meeting may preregister at the WFSC 
society table at any time prior to the 
meeting. Just present your written creden
tials to WFSC Secretary Karen Weigt. She 
will get you signed in and give you your 
meeting papers. 

Delegates are also advised that the 
WFSC is classified as an IRC 501(c)(3) 
organization, thereby making your out-of
pocket expenses to attend the Annual 
Business Meeting deductible on your IRS 
income tax returns . 

Club News 
BOWMANS HONORED BY 
MILWAUKEE-AREA CLUBS 

Milwaukee-area clubs held their 11th annual 
Distinguished Philatelist Appreciation Dinner 
on March 16, 1997. This year's honorees were 
Gene and Mary Ann Bowman. They were 
selected for the honor because they have visibly 
and repeatedly demonstrated their interest in the 
hobby of stamp collecting . Both are members 
of the Waukesha County Philatelic Society . 

Gene's exhibit of Cape of Good Hope 
triangular stamps has won many international
level awards. Mary Ann has served for over 10 
years as the WFSC's VP Youth Division and is 
active in youth philately in numerous areas on 
the national level. 

The 1997 event was hosted by the Italian
American Stamp Club, with Bill Otto serving 
as chairman of the Advisory Committee . 

✓ 



U.S. & WORLD 
ST AMP AUCTION 

Sunday April 27, 1997 
Inspection from 9:00 a.m. 

Auction at 11 :00 a.m. 
Club Bil-Mar, 3627 Hwy. CR, Manitowoc, WI 
1-43 Exit 149, service road directly in front of the Holiday Inn. 

Then 11/2 Miles South on Hwy CR. 
40 miles south of Green Bay. 70 miles north of Milwaukee. 

Nice U.S. collection, Canada, Japan almost complete, & many other 
foreign countries. Lots of stock material. First day covers. First day of 
issue Airmail envelopes. Papal Collection. Duck stamp collection. 
Large selection of 1 S00's postal envelopes - separated by Wis. Counties. 
WWII submarine launch covers. Large collection of all types of seals, 
many by the sheet. Plus much more not inspected at this time. 

Over 60 years of collecting 

All will be sold with no reserve 

Estate of Wilber Symes 
Past President of the Wisconsin 
Federation of Stamp Clubs. 

Terms: Cash or good check. 5% Wisconsin Sales Tax. 
Auction will be sold by lot numbers. Please call or write for a complete Listing. 

Al Hrudka 1s Auction Service 
Registered Wisconsin Auctioneer #669 

Box 485, Valders, Wi 54245 
(414) 775-4979 



By WFSC Secy. Karen Weigt 
4184 Rose Ct., Middleton, WI 53562 

Warning : Stamp collecting is a threat to the 
environment. So says the Wisconsin Depanment 
of Revenue, which indiscriminately imposes an 
annual $25 minimum "temporary" recycling fee 
on all incorporated for-profit groups. As such, 
some of our member clubs must pay this fee 
when submitting their state income tax returns, 
even if no tax is due . Could the state be thinking 
of all those Scott catalogs overrunning our landfills? 

An equally ridiculous regulation was recently 
enacted in a mid-sized Wisconsin municipality. 
The city elders, in all their wisdom, felt it 
necessary to protect its citizens from all out-of
town vendors. Consequently , those menacing 
dealers who buy tables at the local stamp club's 
annual show will be socked with a stiff licensing 
fee. The solution may be to move the show to a 
location beyond the city limits. This city 's 
Convention and Visitor 's Bureau would be wise 
to flee as well. 

Big Brother looms in other areas, too . Be 
aware that any activity resembling a lottery or 
raffle requires a Wisconsin Gaming Commission 
license. Fortunately, Wisconsin bureaucracy has 
not yet replicated California laws, which several 
years ago began encroaching on stamp club 
auctions. Chalk up one for the cheeseheads - at 
least for now. 

What others are doing 

Youth were the focus of some of our clubs 
during the early winter months. In January , three 
members of the North Shore Philatelic Society 
of Milwaukee took club-donated items to a local 
elementary school for panicipation in Student 
Interest Day . Over 25 fifth-graders were intro
duced to the joys of stamp collecting . 

In February , the Northwoods Philatelic 
Society (Iron Mountain) held its first Stamp 
Camp for Kids at the Dickinson County Library . 
The event drew 25 youth, and the club voted to 
do it again. 

Similarly , the Wauwatosa Philatelic Society 
sponsored its annual Kids Night at the 
Wauwatosa Public Library . 

The Central Wisconsin Stamp Club 
(Stevens Point and Wisconsin Rapids) will staff 
a stamp collecting table at the area's Children's 
Festival scheduled for April at a Wisconsin 
Rapids high school. 

1997 officers of the Sheboygan Stamp Club 
are: Pres . Margaret Goldmann, VP Dave Smith, 
Secy. Ed Weiher, Treas . Ruth Hoppe, and 
Director Bob Kuhlmann. 

The Waukesha County Philatelic Society 
repons excellent panicipation in its January 
show-and-tell sessions. Members were asked to 
show off a philatelic item acquired as a Christ
mas gift . For "Alphabet Fun," they brought 
something philatelic that relates to the letter 
"W ." At yet another show and tell, a prize was 
awarded for displaying the most beautiful item. 

At their February meeting, Belle City Stamp 
Club (Racine) members enjoyed a program on 
stamps of the 18th Boy Scout World Jamboree. 

The November 1996 issue of Badger Postal 
History, quanerly newsletter of the Wisconsin 
Postal History Society , contains a great check
list of Wisconsin ink-jet cancels. The WPHS 
will hold its annual meeting at WISCOPEX '97 
on Sunday, May 4 at 10 a.m. Visitors are 
welcome. For more information, write to: 
WPHS, N95 W32259 County Line Rd., 
Hanland, WI 53029 . ■ 

0 
ACROSS THE FENCE POST is the official publication of the Wisconsin Federa
tion of Stamp Clubs, Inc . , a 50l (c)3 non-profit organization and life member of 
the APS since 1953. For WFSC membership information, contact the Central Office. 

ATFP is published monthly Sept. -Apr.; bimonthly May-Aug. News of Wiscon-
. · sin collectors, club news and gratis original articles related to philately are wel-

comed . The editor accepts submissions in any format, but reserves the right to make minor editing 
changes to conform with our style sheet. Material not carrying an individual copyright notice may 
be reproduced only by not-for-profit organizations, provided the author(s) and publication receive 
credit for any reprinted material. Unless explicitly stated by an officer in conjunction with official 
WFSC business, opinions expressed by individual authors are not necessarily endorsed by the WFSC. 

Submission deadlines are for the month preceding month of publication as follows: advertis
ing-1st of the month; editorial matter-5th of the month. Send editorial matter and stamp show 
calendar and cover listings to : Karen Weigl , Editor, ATFP, 4184 Rose Ct. , Middleton, WI 53562 
- phone (608) 836-1509 [karenweigt@compuserve.com]. Send ads to: Jim and Renee Seiler, 
Advertising Managers, ATFP, P.O. Box 247, Reedsville, WI 54230 - phone (414) 772-4297 . For a 
complete list of advertising rates and policies (display , classified and listings) , see the May-June '95 
issue of ATFP, or request a copy from the advertising managers . 



Bv WFSC VP Youth Division MaryAnn Bowman 

Joining with Juniors 
Postmarks - educational and 
challenging projects - Part 11 

In last month's column, I explored the possibil

ity of using a postmark album with clubs and 

classrooms. Even if you choose not to go the 

route of collecting postmarks in an album, there 

are any number of fun activities that can be had 

with finding postmarks. 

Place a large assortment of postmarks , 

cancellations, or entire envelopes on a table. 

Have a scavenger hunt through the postmarks 

by looking for postmarks that fit various 

criteria. Examples of categories might include: 

• girls ' names I boys' names 

• specific Wisconsin city names 

• geographical terms 

• cities with the same name but from 

different states 

• city names that are also the names of 

countries 

• city names beginning with the 26 letters 

of the alphabet 

Postmarks with certain dates such as January I , 

February 14, April l, etc., also make interest

ing categories. The scavenger hunt could be 

conducted as an individual activity with an 

imposed time limit, or the project could be 

completed as a continuing activity with large 

charts naming the categories and hung in 

prominent places on the wall so anyone finding 

a particular listing for a category could add it to 

the ongoing list. 

Kids also love making a calendar of post

mark dates. Provide a blank one-page monthly 

calendar format. Have each child try to collect 

one example of each numbered day from the 

month of their birth. You might want to have 

them put a red box around any known holidays 

falling during their birthday month . Challenge 

them to explain to you why they may not easily 

find a postmark for that particular date. 

Children also enjoy reading slogans that 

frequently accompany both meter and U.S. 

Postal Service applied postmarks . Discuss or 

have the child write about the importance of the 

slogan message. Another challenge: choose one 

particular slogan and try to find as many 

different cities as possible that are using that 

particular slogan. 

Classroom teachers might have their 

students select 20 different postmarks and then 

ask the child to alphabetize them by city name. 

Fourth grade classrooms throughout the 

state place an emphasis on the study of Wiscon

sin. Place a Wisconsin road map on a bulletin 

board. As students encounter Wisconsin city 

names on postmarks, have them stick a colored

head pin into the city's location or use yarn to 

match the postmark to the city's map location. 

Fifth graders learn about our country , so 

any activity that will help them learn the names 

and locations of the states would be very 

appropriate. Some classroom teachers also 

require a state report. Students could be 

challenged to try to find as many different 

postmarks as possible from their selected states. ■ 

· THE MIDWEST STAMP DEALERS ASSOCIATION 

4 

INVITES YOU TO A TIENDA STAMP SHOW TO BE HELD AT 

RAMADA INN -- CAPITAL CENTER 
1-90 AND ROUTE 12 

MADISON WISCONSIN 
SATURDAY APRIL 19, 1997 FROM 10 AM TO 5 PM 

SUNDAY APRIL 20, 1997 FROM 10 AM TO 4 PM 

FREE ADMISSION - FREE PARKING 
BEGINNING TO ADVANCED COLLECTORS WELCOME 

16 of the friendliest dealers from five states 
to service your every collecting need 

SPONSORED BY THE MIDWEST STAMP DEALERS ASSOCIATION 
PO BOX 5573, BUFFALO GROVE IL 60089 (847) 634-2676 

Bv Hank Schmidt 
P.O. Box 3153, Oshkosh, WI 54903-3153 

Fi~ ver Collecting: 
Sp~ or in Passing 

As philatelists we are preservationists . That is , 

preservation and storage of our various collec

tions is always paramount in our minds . 

Most of us have had storage and preserva

tion problems at one time or other, ranging 

from a simple lack of space to the more 

complex of preventing deterioration. While I 

wish to focus primarily on the preservation of 

covers, much can be applied to any item that is 

chiefly composed of paper. It is quite true that 

covers are more durable than stamps, but they 

still need about the same amount of care. 

The most common enemies of paper are 

paper itself, moisture, sunlight, improper 

storage and handling, and insects and rodents . 

Acidic content of paper 

A chemical engineer told me that paper is 

its own worse enemy. Much of the paper we 

use daily is quite acidic . As a result, most 

paper has a life span of 75-100 years before it 

becomes brittle, discolored, and practically 

turns to dust . Keeping this in mind, we all 

know there are many historical documents in 

public libraries, as well as private collections 

that have outlived this projected life span and 
remain relatively intact. 

There_ is little the common person can do 

about the acidity of papers. However, if you 

intend to produce your own cachets, you might 

try using envelopes that have at least 25 percent 

cotton fibers . Such paper tends to hold up 

better than the usual sulfide envelope and is 

much more resistant to toning (yellowing). 

Moisture 
Moisture is a big problem. Storing collec

tions in attics or basements, therefore , is not a 

good idea . In case of a leaky roof, the first 

place that will get wet is the attic . Attic vents 

are far from weatherproof and can let in rain 

and snow. 
Basements can become damp in the summer 

and they tend to flood from surface water, 

sewer backups, and the like. If you must use 

your basement for storage, try to control the 

humidity with a dehumidifier and keep your 

collection 2 ½ to three feet from the floor. 

Install a water alarm near your floor drain and/ 

or near your sump pump pit. 

Never store your collection in a fireproof 

safe, as this type of safe depends on water or 

steam to preserve its contents. The environ

ment , therefore, is very damp . A fireproof safe 

has a moist clay-like material between the walls 

that when heated, builds up steam and blows 

(continued on p. 9) 



By Robert J. Mather 
Waukesha County Philatelic Society 

Who's Who in the WFSC 
Member: 
Jim Beck 

WISCOPEX '97 is 

hosted by the 
Wauwatosa Philatelic 
Society and member Jim 

Beck is the general 
chairman for the event. 
Jim has been a WPS 
member for about six 

Jim Beck 

years and has served as treasurer for that 
group. He resigned that position to be able to 
devote more time to WISCOPEX. 

Jim is 58 years ofage and lives in the city 
of Milwaukee with Patricia, his wife of 34 

years. The Becks have four children and five 

grandchildren. Only the oldest son has an 
interest in stamp collecting. Jim is an indepen
dent sales representative for SEMCO Products 
of Milwaukee, a job he has held for about 20 
years. SEMCO is a manufacturer and whole
saler of filing systems . Before this , Jim was a 
firefighter at Mitchell Field and prior to that he 
served in the Armed Forces. 

Jim started collecting as a youth in 1948. 
He was the mascot for the basketball and 
baseball teams of the University of Wisconsin 

extension system in Milwaukee (now UWM). 
As a thank-you, the teams gave him an album 
and a big batch of stamps. As mascot, he got to 

travel with the teams and he remembers when 
they played an inmate team at Waupun State 
Prison. He recalls seeing machine guns 
mounted on turrets and he also recalls some of 
the stories that were told about some of the 
notorious inmates . He thinks he was the first 

kid of 10 or 11 to be allowed in the place. 
Jim specializes in the Franklin Roosevelt 

issue (Scott Nos . 930-33) . He has every plate 

block known for this issue and it took him 

about three years to obtain them all. He has 

five plate blocks of six that are signed by 

Eleanor Roosevelt. He stopped at a dealer's 

shop one day. An old man walked in and placed 

these blocks in his hand saying, "Here's 

something you'll like." Jim asked how much he 

wanted for them, and the old man said $15. 

When Jim replied that $75 was more than he 

wanted to pay , the man said he wanted $15 for 

the whole lot! By this time, the dealer, of 

course, was becoming upset. Today , Eleanor 

Roosevelt's signature is going for about $600, 

so Jim really treasures those plate blocks . He is 

now looking for a catalog and prices realized 

for the first of the four auctions of the Franklin 

Roosevelt collections. 

Jim also collects A. C . Gilbert erector sets, 
of which there are three eras: 1913-32, 1933-
57, and 1958-63. He restores the sets when he 
gets them. Additionally, he does woodworking 

in his spare time. He is a Chicago Cubs fan and 
an admirer of Jackie Robinson. 

His advice to collectors is: "Join a club and 
help out. Be an active participant in the hobby . 
Contribute ." 

By Howard Shaughnessy 
Lake County (IL/ Philatelic Society 

SHAUGHNESSY Takes On. 
Not since the gap in the Richard Nixon tapes 
has there been such a hullabaloo about the 
missing gap in the teeth of the upcoming Vince 
Lombardi stamp. When the design was first 
released, there was Vince, but where was his 
famous gap? It so upset a Chicago multimedia 

editor, one Noel Franus, that he put up a Web 
site on the Internet to whine about it. The site 
got so much attention that the stamp's designer/ 
artist Daniel A. Moore, in order to set the 
matter to rest, released the photograph from 
which said design was taken. 

The "tooth" came out. Seen from an angle, 
Vince has no gap. And because of it, the U.S. 
Postal Service lost a wonderful marketing 
opportunity. The GAP clothing line was going 

to purchase these stamps for all their mailings, 
but, alas, no gap, no stamps. Wasn't Vince 
quoted as saying, "Whining isn't everything, it 
is the only thing ." 

Bet you thought PMG was short for Post
master General. Wrong! Marvin T. Runyon 

We wish Jim all the best for the future and 
hope WISCOPEX '97 is a huge success. 

[Editor's note : This review was written in 

November 1996. On February 23, 1997, Jim 
suffered heart failure and had quadruple bypass 
surgery on February 27 . Word (as of early 
March) is Jim is doing fine and WISCOPEX 
'97 is well under control. We wish Jim a 
speedy total recovery.] ■ 

told a meeting of the National Association of 

Postmasters that "In the beginning there was 

the Postal Service ... and God was the first 

postmaster general (Postmaster God) and Adam 

and Eve our first customers." OK, Marv, who 

did they write to? Who delivered the mail? 

What was the postal rate and were the stamps 

collectible? Inquiring minds need to know . 

The Postal Service will create a new 

category for collectors: FQCs (first-quarter 
covers) a successor to FDCs. Registered 

dealers and cachet manufacturers now have a 

90-day, instead of 45-day grace period to 

submit items for FDOI cancels. In fact , such 

folks can request extensions beyond the 90-day 

window by submitting a written request: "Dear 
USPS: The dog ate my covers. I need an 
extension." 

Linn 's announced their results of best/worst 

U.S. Postal Service efforts for 1996 and the 

worst won. Fewer votes, disgust with subjects 

and designs along with too many issues were 

remarks heard from collectors. Our Lake 

County Philatelic Society sent in only two 

ballots. Do you think the Postal Service will 

learn from this fiasco? Nah! ■ 

BARDO STAMPS 
PO BOX7437 

BUFFALO GROVE IL 60089 
SPECIALIZING IN THE STAMPS OF THE UNITED STATES 

WE STOCK THE FOLLOWING TO SERVE YOUR COLLECTING NEEDS 

MINT SINGLES 1890 TO DATE 
USED SINGLES 1847 TO DATES 
UNFOLDED BOOKLET PANES 
COMPLETE BOOKLETS 
BOOKLET PANES 

MODERN VARIETIES 
PLATE BLOCKS 1920 TO DATE 

PLATE NUMBERED COILS 
POSSESSIONS - MINT & USED 

POSTAL STATIONARY & CARDS 

WE'RE ALWAYS LOOKING TO BUY 
WHAT DO YOU HAVE TO SELL OR TRADE? 

PHONE (847) 634-2676 
WANT LISTS FILLED JIM AND SEMA BARDO 

SEE YOU AT WlSCOPEX '97 
TABLE #5 
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By Jim Hale. Wisconsin Postal History Society 

The U.S. Mail in Early Wisconsin 
Jim Hale, a member of the Wisconsin Phila

telic Hall of Fame, has been collecting 

Wisconsin postal history for the past 45 

years. He has exhibited his material and is a 

cenijied WFSC)uage . Since 1970, he has 

served as editor of Badger Postal History, 
newsletter of the Wisconsin Postal History 

Society. Jim has additionally edited and co

awhored several WPHS bulletins. His book 

titled "Going for the Mail, A History of Door 

County Post Offices " was released in 1996. 

Jim lives in Madison. M, and is also a 

member of the Badger Stamp Club. 

The first post office in what is now the state 

of Wisconsin was established at Green Bay 
on December 6, 1821. Before that date, mail 
had moved intermittently within our region 

for 150 years. Most letters traveled outside 
the postal system, since post offices were few 
and far between. Correspondence, reports , 
business documents and other communica
tions were carried by any trustworthy person 
traveling in the right direction. A letter, for 
example, originating in Quebec and addressed 
to Green Bay would carry a notation such as 
"Per Indian, " or "By favor of M. Grignon." 

Until about 1850, when envelopes and 
adhesive postage stamps came into use, all 
correspondence was in the form of folded 

Roy Gansch 
APS GPS BIA ARA 

letters . The address and postal markings were 
placed on the back of the sheet on which a letter 
was written, folded and sealed with wax . A 
great deal of postal history 

can be deciphered from the 
postal markings on such 
letters . 

Postmasters were incon
sistent in abbreviating their 
territory name in postmarking 
letters. MT, M.T., Mic .T., 
MTy and MicTy were used 

Green Bay, WnT. to Philadelphia, 1835 

for Michigan territory ; WT, W.T., WnT, 
WisT., WTy, Wter. and Wis.Ter. refer to 
Wisconsin territory; Wis. and Wisc. may refer 

Member 
MSDA NSDA 

NORTH BAY STAMPS 

Specializing in Germany and 
pre-1946 U.S. Stamps. 

P.O. Box 510812 
New Berlin, WI 53151 

(414) 785-3546 Days 
(414) 425-9257 Eves 

See You At 
WISCOPEX '97 

to either Wisconsin territory or the state of 
Wisconsin, depending on the date. 

Many of the very early post offices of 

Wisconsin territory were located at sites that 
eventually came to be in the states of Iowa 
and Minnesota. so understanding the 
territory's chronology is important (Table I) . 

When cut from Michigan territory in 
1836, Wisconsin territory had an area of 
280,600 square miles. After Iowa territory 

Fondulac, W. T. to Milwaukee, 
Wis. Ter., 1844 

was taken from Wisconsin. 
86,000 square miles re
mained. Wisconsin again lost 
area and shrank to its present 
56,000 square miles when it 
became a state. Many 
familiar names in Iowa and 

Minnesota had their post offices established 



Whitewater, Wis. to Prairieville, February 12, 1842; earliest known cover 
from Whitewater 

Monroe, Wis. to Mineral Point, Wiskonsan, September 19, 1849; earliest 
known use of U.S. Scott #1 in Wisconsin territory 

while they were part of Wisconsin territory, 

such as Davenport, Dubuque and Fort 

Snell ing. 

As emigrants moved into the "Wisconsin 

country" before statehood, postal service 
followed. Contractors were hired by the 

government to carry mail between the new 

offices . In 1832, for example, a weekly mail 

route was undertaken to Green Bay, by water 

when possible , but otherwise by foot, 

horseback or snowshoes. After four stops in 
Ill inois, the northbound courier officially 

served settlements at Pike (Kenosha), Root 

River (Racine), Oak Creek (South Milwau

kee) , Milwaukee, (Port) Washington, 

Sheboygan, and Green Bay in Wisconsin. 

Letters might also be dropped off at 

Manitowoc Rapids or the Fox River for 

future delivery to some remote point when a 

traveler was going in that direction. 

The first 10 post offices established in what 

is now the state of Wisconsin (Table II) were 
located to serve military posts, settlements in 
the southwest lead-mining region, and the Fox-

Wisconsin river-travel route to Green Bay . 
Covers are known from at least 180 territo
rial post offices. About 50 are represented by 
just a single surviving cover. 

(continued on p. 8) 

LARRY JOSEPH 
773-77 4-1433 

SUPPL YING U.S. STAMPS 
FOR SERIOUS COLLECTORS 

Used. Unused, Never Hinged U.S. 
Airmail. Special Delivery, Postage Dues. 

Officials. Revenues and Much More! 

I Buy, Sell, Trade 

Larry Joseph 
P.O. Box 1207 

Morton Grove, IL 60053 
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The U.S. Mail in Early Wisconsin 
( continued from p . 7) 

The typical territorial post office served a 

mere handful of people who had neither time to 

write nor money to pay postage. Many of them 

lacked the education to write . The annual 

receipts of many crossroads post offices 
totalled some such sums as $4.83 or $6 .72, 

even though a single letter to or from the East 

cost 25¢ in postage. 

Society, 1993 (available from 
WPHS, N95 W32259 County 

Line Rd ., Hartland, WI 53029) 
Some illustrations are from 

photocopies of covers in the 

State Historical Society of 
Wisconsin archives. 

From 1825 to 1845 , postage rates for a 

single-sheet letter ranged from 6¢ to 25¢, 

depending on distance. After 1845, rates were 
5¢ up to 300 miles and 10¢ over 300 miles . 

The appropriate rate was marked on each letter 

by the postmaster, as well as a town mark 

(usually in manuscript) and date. Many dates 

did not include the year, which makes it 
necessary to hope that the writer used the year 
in the letter's heading. 

[Editor's note: The 256-
page book "Going for the Mail , 
A History of Door County Post 
Offices," by James B. Hale, 
was published by the Brown 
County Historical Society, 
Green Bay, WI. Bookstore 

Summit, W.T. to Iowa, postmaster free letter, 1845 

The growth in numbers of post offices grew 

with the population of Wisconsin territory. The 
first territorial census, in 1836, showed 11,683 

people living in 280,000 square miles . By 1840 

the population was up to 30,945 . In 1842 it 
reached 44,478, and in 1848, census-takers 

counted 210,540 residents . Most of them 

wanted a post office nearby . ■ 

References 
"The Territorial Post Offices of Wisconsin," 

Bulletin #7, Wisconsin Postal History Society, 
1963 (out of print) 

"Territorial and Early Statehood Covers 

Owned by the State Historial Society of Wiscon
sin," Bulle1in #22, Wisconsin Postal History 

price is $15.95; by mail $18.45 postpaid . Wiscon-
sin residents add 80¢ sales tax. Order from and 

By Steve Langkau. former WFSC Historian 

On Wisconsin 
In 1998, the Badger State celebrates its 150th 
anniversary of stalehood. As a prelude to the 
occasion, this column regularly features a stamp, 
or other postal item, and story pertaining to the 
state of Wisconsin . 

Monroe County was separated from LaCrosse 

County in 1854 and named for our fifth 

president, James Monroe. Final boundaries 
were not established until 1883. 

The first settlement was made by Esau 

Johnson in 1842 near Oil City on the 
Kickapoo River. There were rumors of an oil 

field here, but someone had merely buried a 

barrel of oil and all the settlers struck was a 
good supply of water. 

Looking forward to seeing you at 
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WISCOPEX '97 

I'm bringing a large stock of -

UNITED STATES 
REVENUES * POSSESSIONS 

Including: plate blocks. booklets, coils, and panes; dated reds/ 

greens , 1-3rd issues, beers, taxpaids, etc .... So. whether you need a 

#2, 2222. C2, R2 or RW2; MNH or used, F or XF bring your want list 

- call me for special items . 

CINDERELLAS AND DISNEY, tool 

SEUEN CONTINENTS 
FRANK BACHENHEIMER * 847 -480-1880 

BOX 230, GLENVIEW, IL 60025-0230 

FAX 847-480-7461 E Mail frankb@TheRamp.net 

I 
make checks payable to: J.B. Hale, Agent, 5401 
Raymond Rd. , Madison, WI 53711 .] 

This agricul

tural county has 21 
small lakes . The 

largest is Tomah 
Scott #2216e 

Lake, spanning 300 acres . There are many 
miles of good trout streams, too. Cranber

ries , strawberries and bush berries were 

important before dairying and creameries 
became big business. ■ 

RENEE'S STAMPS 
(JIM & RENEE) 

See you at 

WISCOPEX '97 

(414) 772-4297 

P.O. Box 247 
Reedsville, WI 54230 



First Day Cover Collecting 
(continued from p. 4) 

out through wall plugs allowing the contents of 
the safe to become wet. 

If your collection is stored in a cabinet, it is 
a good idea to place one or more silica gel 
moisture-absorbing packs within the storage 
area. These packs are also used in gun cabinets 
and can be purchased at sporting goods stores. 
Directions for use are printed on the packs. 
Always try to prevent your storage environment 
from exceeding a humidity level of 50 percent. 

Storage materials and handling 
Covers are best stored in an upright position 

in albums that are acid free and with stiffeners 
inside each cover that are also acid free . Thus, 
using inserts and cover and album page protec
tors that are composed of Mylar Dis the 
ultimate way to go . An alternative for inserts is 
to use acid-free paper containing at least 25 
percent cotton fibers. 

Some authorities say covers should never be 
bound with rubber bands. However, if you 
choose to commit this sin, make sure the rubber 
band is never in contact with the covers for 
more than a few days total. Rubber causes 
paper to deteriorate more rapidly and covers 
can become permanently malformed. 

Handle all your items as little as possible 
and use tongs or wear latex gloves. 

Light 
Covers should never be placed in any type 

of light - natural or artificial - for extended 
periods. Ultraviolet and infrared rays can be 
very harmful. Not only does light bleach the 
inks , but it tones the paper giving it a tan to a 
light-brown color. Prolonged light exposure 
also sets up a chemical reaction in the paper 
that will eventually lead to almost complete 
destruction. If you intend to exhibit your 
collection, take care that the pages will not be 
exposed to direct sunlight or any other type of 
light for more than a few days at a time. 

Insects and rodents 
If an insect or rodent infestation should 

occur, remove your collection from the storage 
area before using any type of aerosol or smoke 
control. If removal is impossible, use lethal 
baits or traps that do not emit vapors. It is 
always a good idea to inspect your entire 

collection periodically to ensure there has not 
been any destruction through an infestation or 

by any of the other enemies of paper. 

Conclusion 
This is only a brief synopsis of the volumes 

that have been written on the subject of preser
vation. Perhaps the best way to summarize is to 
remember that paper survives best in the same 
type of environment that people find comfort

able. Need I say more? 

So what do you have to say? ■ 

By A TFP Editor Karen Weigl 

Byrne's Stamps, A Sight to Behold! 
Richard Byrne, of Oak Creek, WI , isn't a stamp 
collector, but he has set out to certainly enhance 
the hobby. As an experienced woodcarver, 
Byrne's ultimate goal is to reproduce each of 
the six stamps from the 1901 Pan-American 
Exposition issue. When completed, he hopes to 
have them exhibited at 
the Smithsonian Na
tional Postal Museum 
during the centennial 
anniversary of the 
original Pan-American 
Exposition in 2001. 

Byrne spends five 
to six hours a day, six 
days a week meticu
lously hand-carving his 
three-dimensional re
productions, for which 
the intricacies of the 
Pan-American issue pose a particular challenge. 
His re-creations measure 11 3/s inches by 5 1 /s 
inches and are 2¼ inches deep. The stamps' 
frames are carved from blocks of delutong , a 
wood from southeast Asia. The vignettes are 
burned into a piece of American holly wood. A 
combination of materials are used for finishing . 

The 4¢ Pan-American stamp was the first in 
the series to be completed . Byrne spent 360 
hours on this project, which garnered a first
place award in the relief carving category at last 
fall's Badger State Carvers competition. 

As a former U.S. Postal Service manager, 
stamps are a famil iar subject for Byrne. He 

didn ' t begin carving them, however, until 1985 
when he reproduced the 1969 6¢ Register and 
Vote stamp for the postal training academy in 
Illinois. Since then, he has carved other mod
em-era replicas , none of which were sold be
cause of licensing laws related to stamp de

signs. Like most 
philatelists , though , 
he looks at carving 
only as a source of 
pleasure and not for 
financial gain . 

Byrne has been 
woodcarving since 
1965, but it wasn't 
until his retirement 
in 1992 that he was 
able to devote time 
to exhibiting his 
craft and earning nu

merous awards. Part of his decision to tackle 
the Pan-American issue was based upon the un
expected popularity of carved replicas of classic 
stamps that extends beyond the carving commu
nity. 

Byrne is a native New Yorker whose Postal 
Service career required relocations to several 
parts of the country . Upon retirement, he de
cided to settle in Oak Creek, home of his wife 
Ruth's family. 

Byrne's stamps wi ll be on display at 
WISCOPEX '97 . These extraordinary works are 
something you'll definitely want to see . I know, 
I've seen them. ■ 

MICHAEL JACKSON 
VERUS 
STAMP 
co. GLEN EXPO-MAGNA SHOWS 

(630) 896-8938 

See Verus Discount Stamps & Supplies 
At WISCOPEX '97 

Booth By The u.s Post Office 

All Scott Albums & Supplements 30% Off List 
New '96 Scott National $8.99 

New '96 Scott U.S. Minuteman $7.67 
All Scott Mounts 40% Off List 

All Minkus 35% off List 
All Super Sate Albums 30% Off List 

Most U.S. '96 Supplements Available at Discount Prices 
Plus many, many more items at 

Deep Discount Prices 
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P~fiJ~ Show Calendar and Registry -
111 List your show, bourse, auction or event 

ii 
~ I 

ma=- FREE for WFSC member-club shows - classified rates for 
~ 

non-members and all other events I 

May 3-4 
WISCOPEX '97 

hosted by Wauwatosa Philatelic Society 
Hart Park Arena, 72nd at State 

Street, Wauwatosa 
(Contact: Jim Beck, P.O. Box 13102, 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 -
phone (414) 771-6252) 

September 6-7 
WALCOPEX '97 

Walworth County Stamp Club 
YMCA Building, Wells St., Lake Geneva 

(Contact: WCSC, P.O. Box 272, Williams 
Bay, WI 53191) 

June 21-22 
ANNUAL SHOW AND BOURSE 

Northwoods Stamp and Coin Club 
Nicolet College, LRC Building 

County G, Rhinelander 
(Contact: Larry Marten, 3295 Hancock 

Lake Rd., Harshaw, WI 54529) 

September 13 
FONDYPEX '97 

Fond du Lac Stamp Club 
American Legion Memorial Club House, 

500 Fond du Lac Ave., Fond du Lac 
(Contact: Fred Ericksen, P.O. Box 821, 

Fond du Lac, WI 54936-082 I) 

Details to be listed next month -
October 4 

SHEPEX '97, Sheboygan 
October 25-26 

TOSAPEX '97, Wauwatosa 

November I 
DANEPEX '97, Madison 
November 8-9 

Fall Coin & Stamp Show, West Bend 

June 21-22 
TRI-PEX STAMP FAIR '97 

Polish Amer. Stamp Club, Italian Amer. 
Stamp Club, North Shore Phil. Soc. 

St. Aloysius Gonzaga Hall 
1435 So. 92nd St., West Allis 

(Contact: Robt. Henak, 80 IO N. Mohawk 
Ave., Fox Point, WI 53217) (f/91) 

September 19-21 
MILCOPEX '97 

Milwaukee Philatelic Society 
Wisconsin State Fair Park, Milwaukee/ 
West Allis, 1-94 & 84th St. (Gate 5) 

(Contact: MPS, P.O. Box 1980, 
Milwaukee, WI mo 1-1980) 

August 21-24 
APS STAMPSHOW 

Wisconsin Center (formerly MECCA) 
Milwaukee 

(Contact: APS, Box 8000, State College, 
PA 16803 - phone (814) 237-3803. 

fax (814) 237-6128, 
e-mail kpmartin@stamps.org) (1191) 

September 27-28 
WAUSAPEX '97 

Wisconsin Valley Philatelic Society 
VFW Hall, 3 88 River Dr .. Wausau 

(Contact WVPS, P.O. Box 71 , Wausau, 
WI 54402-0071 ) 

r ~ 

'" 

The summer ATFP publication schedule 
is bimonthly with a May-June and a 
July-August issue. 

Consign Your Material to the 
Super Bowl of Philately 

Don't pass up this opportunity to consign your material with Richard E. 
Drews, Official Auctioneer for APS STAMPSHOW 97, Milwaukee, August 
21-24. Closing date June 14. Go for the green and gold, consign now! 

Upcoming Chicago I Milwaukee Area Auction & S/Jow Schedule 
May 23-25, COMPEX, O'Hare Holiday Inn, 5440 N. River 

Road; Rosemont, IL - May 26, COMPEX Auction 
August 21-24, APS STAMPSHOW '97, Wisconsin Center 

(formerly MECCA), Milwaukee 

r----------------, 
I / want to consign material to the I 
I STAMPSHOW 97 auction. Deadline, June 14. I 
I Name: ______________ I 
: Address:------------- : 

I City: _______ State: _ _ Zip: --- 1 
I Phone : Day ~--'---- Evening ~--'----- 1 
I Type of Material: ____________ I 
I ___________ I 
L----------------~ 
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Official APS STAMPSHOW 97 Auctioneer 
November 21-23, CHICAGOPEX '97, O'Hare Expo 

Center, Rosemont, IL 
Official CHICAGOPEX '97 Auctioneer 

Richard E. Drews 
Philatelic Auctions 
Vy'i STAMP KING 

7139 West Higgins Road 
Chicago, IL 60656-1972 
1-800-919-BIDS (2437) 
(773) 775-2100 • FAX (773) 792-9116 
Store Hours: Monday - Saturday 9 a.m. - 6 p .m. 



WISCOPEX '97 - Join Us! WISCOPEX '97 
Schedule of Events 

? Cl11LDREN LEA" 
'<',;,,_IJ · vr,v 

WlSCOPEX STATION 
WAWvATOSA, WI 53213 

MAY 3, 1997 

WFSC Table 

0 
Wear your WFSC logo button, 
show it to the staff at the 
society table and receive a gift 
from the WFSC. 

· · Bring your club publicity 

fliers (club meeting information, show fliers ,' 
etc.). Place them on the society table for 
distribution to all show visitors. 

Get your club's light switched on within 
the WFSC map to indicate your club is 
represented at the show. 

While at the table, offer part of your time 
during the weekend to relieve the staff now 
and then or to help out in some other manner. 

WISCOPEX '97 Lodging 
The Wauwatosa Philatelic Society has reserved 
a block of rooms at: Days Inn West Allis, 
1673 So. 108th St. , West Allis, WI. The rate 
is $39 . 99 plus tax . For reservations by phone, 
call (4 14) 771-3399. Be sure to mention the 
Wauwatosa Philatelic Society to get the special 
show rate. 

PLAINEX 
STAMPS 

(Carl & Phyllis) 
Handling -

• Germany & Colonies 
• Great Britain & Colonies 
• japan 
• Switzerland 
• Most other major European 

countries 

See us at these Wisconsin shows: 
MSDA Bourse, Apr. 19-20, Madison 
WISCOPEX '97, May 3-4, Wauwatosa 
TRI-PEX Stamp Fair, June 21-22, West Allis 

P.O. Box #6 
Des Plaines, IL 60016 

(847) 827-3589 

WISCOPEX '97 Awards 
Banquet Details 

Saturday, May 3 

10 a.m. - Show opens 
12:45 p.m. - Final check-in and seating for 

Annual Business Meeting 
The banquet will be held Saturday evening, 
May 3, at Tanner Paul, 70th and Orchard, 
West Allis , WI. Social hour at 5:30 p.m., 
dinner at 6 p .m. Cost is $15 each for a buffet
style meal with entrees of chicken, ham, and 
carved beef. Salad and dessert included. 

1 p.m. - Wisconsin Federation of Stamp 

Clubs Annual Business Meeting 

Make checks payable to Wauwatosa 
Philatelic Society. Send to : Wauwatosa 
Philatelic Society, P.O. Box 13102, 
Wauwatosa, WI 53213 . Deadline for reserva
tions is April 25. Pick up tickets at the WPS 
table at the show, which will include a map to 
direct you to Tanner Paul. 

Commemorative Cover 
and Special Cancel 

The WISCOPEX '97 commemorative cover 
features a multi-colored cachet franked with 
the 32¢ Helping Children Learn issue. Cancel 
shown above. 

3 p .m. - Judges' critique of exhibits 
5 p .m. - Show closes 
6 p.m. - Awards banquet 

Sunday, May 4 

10 a.m. - Show opens 
- Wisconsin Postal History 

Society meeting 
5 p.m. - Show closes 

Bill & Elaine Kendall 

Wausau, WI 

See You at 
WISCOPEX '97 

MARSHALL IS., MICRONESIA, PALAU, DISNEY 
CWS, HARRIS, MINKUS, SCOTT, & MORE 

Visit my booth at 
WISCOPEX '97 May 3-4 

Hart Park Arena, Wauwatosa, WI 
MSDA April 19-20 

Ramada Inn, Madison, WI 

RFW ·STAMPS & SUPPLIES 

NEW ISSUE SERVICE 
STAMP COLLECTING SUPPLIES 

DICK WESTERLING 
765 WINDEMERE DRIVE 
PLYMOUTH, MN 55441-5653 

(612) 545-6655 

Office Hours By Appointment 
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l 2. 

Wauw-atosa Philatelie Soeiety 
presents 

WISCOPEX '97 
66th annual Convention and Exhibition 

Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs-

MAY 3·4, 1997 - IO a.m. to s p.m. 
Hart Park Arena • 

72nd at State Street 
Wauwatosa, WI 

Show theme - ISOth anniversary of United States postage stamps 

Free Admission and Door Prizes 
Free Parking 

0 
Handicap Accessible 

• adult and youth exhibits 

• dealer bourse 

• U.S. Postal Service substation 

• society meetings 

• awards banquet 

• youth activities 

• Boy Scout merit badge counselling 

• commemorative cacheted 
cover and special cancel 

• stamp carving display and 
demonstration 

Further information at: (414) 771-6252 

Green Bay 

t@ 

I North Ave. 

.., Madison 

""~ 
~o~@? 
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Sheboygan 
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Chicago 


