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Across the Fencepost

NEWSLETTER OF THE WISCONSIN FEDERATION OF STAMP CLUBS
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
KAREN WEIGT
CALL FOR CONVENTION 2019
“Birds of a feather flock
together.” Come and join
the flock of philatelists at
WISCOPEX 2019! (Kind of
corny, I know. But if it
grabbed your attention,
read on.) WISCOPEX is the
annual convention and philatelic exhibition of the Wisconsin Federation of Stamp
Clubs. This year’s event, hosted by the
Badger Stamp Club, will be held May 4-5,
at the Radisson Hotel, 517 Grand Canyon
Dr., Madison, Wis. There’s lots for you to
enjoy:
DEALER BOURSE
With 16 dealers, you’re sure to find a
plethora of material for your collections.
(See list of dealers on p. 5. The U.S. Postal
Service will be present with recent U.S.
issues and our WISCOPEX ’19 pictorial
postmark commemorating the 50th anniversary of the first man on the moon. Win
a door prize of $5 to further your shopping experience.
EXHIBITS
Three outstanding exhibits will compete
for the WISCOPEX ’19 Champion of Champions award. We’re furthermore looking
for a good showing of open (multi-frame)
and single-frame exhibits, plus noncompetitive four- and eight-page exhibits.
Judges are APS judge Kathy Johnson, of

Galena, Ill.; and Brian J. Liedtke, of New
Berlin, Wis.
Exhibit entries are due April 15. Request the prospectus and exhibit entry
form from Exhibits Chair John Paré, 608852-7358, pare16@mhc.net. These documents also are available at the WFSC website, www.wfscstamps.org. Just click on
WISCOPEX.
SILENT DONATION AUCTION—BRING
SOMETHING!
Three silent donation auctions will be held
throughout the two days of the show.
Show admission and parking are free,
which is generally not the case for other
events. How about keeping that in mind as
you scour your collections for an item to
bring for the donation auction. A donation
is not necessary, but certainly appreciated.
All proceeds from your donations go to the
Badger Stamp Club to help defray show
expenses. The auction will also include
items donated to the WFSC within the past
year whereby the BSC will keep 15 percent
of prices realized. See the listing on p. 5 for
a preview of early donated items available
for your bids at the show.
ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING
The WFSC’s Annual Business Meeting convenes at 1 p.m. on Saturday, May 4. The
meeting includes brief officer, committee,
and special project reports, plus officer
elections and appointments. Delegates
have the opportunity to offer comments
that their clubs might have concerning the
WFSC and its operations. We furthermore
welcome bids to host a future WISCOPEX.

@ www.wfscstamps.org
@Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs
APS Chapter 350
ATA Chapter 107

Please send your club delegate with an
offer. We plan to keep the meeting time
down to a maximum of 60 minutes.
DELEGATES
All WFSC clubs are urged to send a delegate and/or an alternate to the Annual
Business Meeting. Your WFSC officers
and appointees work hard to keep the
WFSC operating. Please show them the
respect they deserve by ensuring your
club is represented with a delegate.
Sending a delegate also keeps your club’s
name upfront among your fellow collectors throughout the state. And, all delegates will receive a mystery lot to take
back to their clubs for use as an auction
item, door prize, or other incentive.
Delegates should be prepared to
check in at 12:45 p.m. or preregister at
the WFSC table with written credentials –
a simple statement signed by your club
president designating you as the official
representative of your home club.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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EDITOR’S LETTER
ALEX GILL, EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
The April issue is traditionally
dedicated to promoting WISCOPEX, which is the annual
convention of the Wisconsin
Federation of Stamp Clubs. This
year, it is the Badger Stamp
Club’s turn to host the event in
Madison, Wisconsin. Thus, this issue provides crucial information about the event. Show details can be found on the follow pages. Be sure to read through this issue and make plans to
attend!

CONTACT INFORMATION
PRESIDENT:
Karen Weigt
4184 Rose Ct.
Middleton, WI 53562
klweigt@gmail.com
VICE PRESIDENT:
Greg Schmidt
1978 Fox Burrow Ct.
Neenah, WI 54956
gschmidt7@new.rr.com
SECRETARY:
Clarence Davis
W4022 Linden Drive
Malone, WI 53049
davisclarence@gmail.com
TREASURER:
Allen E. Vick
2090 River Estate Lane
Stoughton, WI 53589
aavick2090@gmail.com
VP YOUTH DIVISION:
MaryAnn Bowman
P.O. Box 1451
Waukesha, WI 53187
maryann15b@mac.com

Figure 1: United States Scott No. 957.
I can relate to what stamp shows have to offer. My first
stamp show was StampFest 2009, when I was a freshman in high
school. The show was simple—a handful of dealers in a church
basement on spring weekend. Although I was somewhat intimidated by going to a show for the first time, I quickly found myself browsing and making acquisitions to add to my collection.
Additionally, I found friendly and helpful collectors who genuinely shared my interest in philately and quickly became friends.
Recent collecting trends point to a future online. However,
one cannot ignore the opportunity to not only obtain material at
shows but most importantly a chance to network with other
collectors. One cannot find the true face to face interaction
with other collectors elsewhere. I have attended WISCOPEX
before and it is worth attending, even if you have only been to a
few shows or shop online. To readers who are not collectors,
even the exhibits are worth viewing. Who knows? Perhaps you
might find a new collecting interest or that perfect item to complete your collection? Something to think about.
Sincerely,

Alex Gill
Editor-in-Chief, Across the Fence Post
Email: algill737@gmail.com
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EAST CENTRAL REGION VP:
Don Kurki
kurki@sbcglobal.net
-Fond du Lac Stamp Club
-Kettle Moraine Coin & Stamp Club
-Manitowoc Philatelic Society
-Sheboygan Stamp Club

SE REGION VP:
Art Schmitz
pescador@milwpc.com
-American Topical Association
(Chapter 5)
-Germany Philatelic Society
(Chapter 18)
-Milwaukee Philatelic Society
-Waukesha County Philatelic Society
-Wauwatosa Philatelic Society
NE REGION VP:
Ray D. Perry
fiveperrys@athenet.com
-Bay de Noc Stamp & Coin Club
-Green Bay Philatelic Society
-Northwoods Philatelic Society
-Oshkosh Philatelic Society
-Outagamie Philatelic Society
-Wisconsin Postal History Society
CENTRAL REGION VP:
Chuck Rebek
chasrebek@aol.com
-Central Wisconsin Stamp Club
-Chippewa Valley Stamp Club
-Lakeland Stamp & Coin Club
-Wisconsin Valley Philatelic Society
SW REGION VP:
John Paré
pare16@mhtc.net
-Badger Stamp Club
-Baraboo Stamp Club
-Janesville Stamp Club
-Monroe Stamp & Postcard Club
-Tri-State Stamp Club

Across the Fence Post is the official publication of the Wisconsin Federation of
Stamp Clubs, Inc., a 501(c)3 non-profit organization. WFSC also is a life member
of the APS (since 1953). For more information about WFSC, please visit the
website, www.wfscstamps.org.
ATFP is published monthly September through April, and every other month
May through August (10 issues per year). News of Wisconsin collectors, club
news and other gratis original philatelic features are welcomed. The editor
accepts submissions in any format, but prefers email if possible. The editor
reserves the right to make editorial changes to submitted copy. Material appearing in ATFP not carrying an individual copyright notice may be reproduced
only by not-for-profit organizations, provided the author(s) and ATFP receive
credit or attribution. All materials carrying an individual copyright notice are the
sole property of the author(s).
Unless explicitly stated by an officer in conjunction with official WFSC business,
opinions expressed by the editor or individual authors are not necessarily endorsed by the WFSC. Submission deadlines for editorial and advertising materials are the 1st of the month preceding month of publication (i.e. Jan. 1 for Feb.
issue). Editorial matter should be sent to: Alex Gill, Editor ATFP, 3820 Waldo
Avenue, Apt. D, Bronx, NY 10463. Phone: 262-343-6467 (algill737@gmail.com).
Send advertising material to John St. Onge, Advertising Manager, ATFP, P.O.
Box 123, Wales, WI 53183-0123. Phone 262-893-5210 (jcstonge@gmail.com).
For a complete list of advertising rates and policies (display, classified, and
listings), request a copy from the advertising manager.

CLUB CONNECTIONS
MARYANN BOWMAN, WAUKESHA COUNTY PHILATELIC SOCIETY
Milcopex, the largest postage stamp show in Wisconsin, is
an annual show that many collectors look forward to attending.
This year the committee is offering two ways for any collector
to participate in and feel a connection to the show. Both would
make possible show-and-tell activities at your club. Members
could then be urged to put their philatelic material on pages
and offer as a non-competitive exhibit.
To that end, Milcopex has implemented a one-page noncompetitive exhibit where any collector can submit one page of
an African stamp, set of stamps, or covers. No frame fees and
color photo copies can be entered. It is hoped that visitors to
the show will see that there are many interesting, colorful, and
topical stamps issued from African countries. This easy-tocomplete African challenge is a good first-step for anyone who
has ever contemplated putting a mini-exhibit together.
The second opportunity would take mini-exhibiting to the
next level. To compliment and support the 50th Anniversary of
the Christmas Philatelic Club, a 4 or 8 page mini-exhibit on
some aspect of Christmas can be entered. Again there are no
frame fees and colored photocopies can be submitted. There
are many topics that can be considered Christmas related:
stockings, trees, angels, Santa, etc. Likewise, there are many
holiday covers that could be displayed.
Copies of entry forms for these non-competitive exhibits as
well as other show information can be found at milcopex.org.
Club leaders: urge your members to participate at Milcopex this
year!

The Milwaukee Philatelic Society’s February program was
given by member Keith Trischan. Titled “Stamps- They’re Only
Paper,” the program delved into paper varieties. A copy of the
PowerPoint presentation was also given to the club’s library.
The Waukesha County Philatelic Society met on Valentine’s
Day and used theme-related activities as part of the evening’s
programs. First was a member-participation discussion regarding a “sweet heart” of a deal where members discussed a philatelic deal or acquisition that they were involved in with which
there were very favorable terms or conditions resulting in
something so good they could not refuse the offer.
Then “Let Me Count the Ways” was a team exercise to find
as many ways as possible to make the current 55¢ postage rate
using the following denominations that once paid first class
rates: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 10, 13, 15, 18, 20, 22, 25, 29, and 32.
The exercise showed members the many different combinations that can be used to pay today’s mailing rates while using
discount postage or the odd denominations many collectors
find in their own philatelic holdings.
I’d love to include news about your club.

WISCOPEX—THE FEDERATION’S ANNUAL CONVENTION
WISCOPEX 2019 is fast approaching - has your club selected
a delegate to attend the annual meeting? Once again, your club
representative will go home with a possible program activity as
well as a special gift to use in any way such as a door prize or
auction item. This is a benefit of belonging to the WFSC. You
won’t want to miss this event!
CLUB’S WINTER PROGRAMS
Winter has not yet given up its icy grip on our state as I
write this. So it was no surprise that the Northwoods Philatelic
Society had to once again re-schedule their youth stamp camp.
They are hoping that April will bring better weather and no surprise spring snowstorm. Hopefully the third time is a charm!
The club also voted to approve the purchase of Linns Stamp
News for their local library. They opted to give the colorful and
more scholarly monthly edition at a cost of only $25 for the
year. Perhaps your club would like to start this tradition and
sponsor a copy for your local library.
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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Members-at-large are also encouraged to attend, but have no
voting privileges.
SEMINARS
We have speakers scheduled to entertain and inform you on a
variety of philatelic topics. This includes a Wisconsin favorite,
Jay Bigalke, editor-in-chief of Linn’s Stamp News and Scott catalogs, who will talk at 11 a.m. and 3 p.m. on Saturday, May 4.
See the Schedule of Events on p. 5 for more seminar options.
YOUTH & BEGINNING COLLECTORS OUTREACH EFFORTS DONATION DROP-OFF
Youth and beginning collectors can enjoy free stamps and activities focused on a learning experience. The booth is also the
drop-off site for your donations of loose on-and off– paper
stamps for continued outreach efforts.
AWARDS BANQUET
This is where we highlight the exhibitors by presenting awards
for their efforts in displaying their collections in accordance
with exhibiting rules. We’ll also honor the recipient of the
WFSC’s 2019 Dealer Recognition Award.
The banquet, however, is more than much deserved recognition for those who have excelled in our hobby. It’s about collectors in Wisconsin coming together to enjoy meeting their fellow
philatelists. Please join us.
Jay Bigalke, editor-in-chief of Linn’s Stamp News and Scott catalogs, will entertain us with an enticing talk titled: “An Intriguing
Side of Philately: A Behind-the-Scenes Look at Some of the Hobby’s Big Headlines.” We’ll have door prize drawings and other
banquet amenities for a night to remember.

WE’RE ONLINE
@ www.wfscstamps.org
•

Read a COLOR version of Across the
Fence Post—
anytime, anywhere

See p. 6 for banquet ticket reservations due on April 18.

•

I’m looking forward to seeing you with the flock on May-4-5 in
Madison. In the meantime, watch for WISCOPEX updates on
the WFSC website.

Additional club
information and
contacts

•

Other interesting
collecting information
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WISCOPEX SHOW INFORMATION
WISCOPEX DEALER BOURSE
David Alex — Glenview, IL
Paul Aschenbrenner — Milwaukee, WI
Bardo Stamps — Buffalo Grove, IL
Croakers Collectibles — McFarland, WI
Fox River Stamps — Salem, WI
JADECO Stamp & Hobby — Stevens Point, WI
Kurzinski Covers — Cherry Valley, IL
Lake Country Stamps — Hartland, WI
Dennis R. Lemke — Great Lakes, IL
McCormick Marketing — Neenah, WI
Rasdale Stamp Co. — Westmont, IL
Riverbank Treasures — New Lisbon, WI
Wm. B. Robinson — Green Bay, WI
Wilkins Stamps — Nekoosa, WI
Wisconsin Collector — Madison, WI
W Y Stamps — Prairie du Sac, WI
WISCOPEX SILENT DONATION AUCTION
The Badger Stamp Club requests donations for three silent auctions planned to be held at WISCOPEX. Proceeds will be used to
help defray costs for sponsoring the show. The auction schedule is:
Saturday, May 4 – 10 a.m. to noon
Saturday, May 4 – 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Sunday, May 5 – 11 am. To 1:30 p.m.
A list of items received for the auction as of March 1 includes:
Tuscany No. 15 Space Filler, Parma No. 10, 12 U.S. MNH plate
blocks of Nos. 704-715, 15 U.S. MNH Prexy plate blocks, Chile
1898 MNH postage due issue (5 stamps), Austria 1916 military
newspaper stamps (4 stamps), three Zeppelin covers, UN collection, two Ka-Be albums and a Schaubeck album with mostly
German stamps, and numerous lots of foreign stamps mounted
on stock sheets.
PLEASE BRING YOUR DONATION ITEMS
LODGING — RESERVATIONS DUE APRIL 5
Don’t fret if you’ve missed the reservations cut-off date. As long
as rooms are available, the Radisson Hotel will accommodate
you for $105/night, the same as the WISCOPEX rate. This includes a full breakfast buffet. The Radisson Hotel address is 517
Grand Canyon Dr., Madison, Wis. For reservations, phone 608833-0100.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
SATURDAY, MAY 4
10 am
Show opens
First auction opens
Seminar “Tips and Tricks for Buying and Selling on
eBay,” by Stan Rehm (for collectors with Ebay experi
ence)
11 am
Seminar “Collecting Used United States Stamps,” by
Jay Bigalke
12 noon Seminar “Philatelic Writing,” by Ken Grant
First auction closes
12:45 pm Final check-in & seating for Annual BusinessMeeting
1 pm
WFSC Annual Business Meeting
Second auction opens
Judges’ critique (at the frames)
3 pm
Seminar “The Canadian $4 Rocky Mountain Bighorn
Sheep Stamp,” by Jay Bigalke
Second auction closes
5 pm
Show closes
5:30 pm Social hour at Twist Bar & Grill in hotel complex
6 pm
Awards banquet

SUNDAY, MAY 5
9 am
Wisconsin Postal History Society meeting
10 am
Show opens
11 am
Third auction opens
Seminar “Collecting Wisconsin Postal History,” by
Paul Schroeder
12 noon Seminar “Collecting Techniques Roundtable,” by
Sharon Whitney
1 pm
Seminar TBA
1:30 pm Third auction closes
3 pm
Show closes
For updates, please check the WFSC website at wfscstamps.org
and click on WISCOPEX.
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ATTENTION DELEGATES!
You are the VIPs of this event. We request that clubs inform
WFSC Secretary Clarence Davis of the names of your delegates
at any time prior to the convention. (Clarence Davis, W4022
Linden Dr., Malone, WI 53049, davisclarence@gmail.com).
To shorten the meeting check-in line at the show, preregister at
the WFSC society table where you can pick up your meeting
folder and delegate nametag and ribbon.
ALL ATTENDEES! PLEASE TAKE TIME TO REGISTER!
We encourage all attendees to check in at the WFSC/Badger
Stamp Club society table:

•
•
•
•
•
•

Pick up a free button
Get a free gift
Register for a $5 door prize to spend at the show
Grab a souvenir show program
Light up your home club on the display map
Bring your club publicity items (meeting information, show
fliers etc.)

WISCOPEX ‘19 SHOW COVER OFFER
The Badger Stamp Club is offering its WISCOPEX ’19
(canceled Saturday, May 4) cover that commemorates the 50th
anniversary of man on the moon. The multicolored cachet features an astronaut walking on the moon surface. The cover is
franked with the 1969 10¢ Moon Landing issue and a random
45¢ stamp from the 1989 Scott C122-125 Futuristic Mail Delivery issue.
To mail order, send $3 each ($12 for a set of four C122C125) to Curt Shawkey, 610 Malvern Hill Dr., Madison, WI
53718. Include a No. 10 SASE and make checks payable to
Badger Stamp Club.
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This souvenir show button will be available at the show.
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SHOW CALENDAR

Want to list your event? Contact Karen Weigt, 4184 Rose Ct., Middleton, WI
53562 P: (608) 609-6173 E: klweigt@gmail.com

WFSC CLUB SHOWS
May 4-5, 2019
WISCOPEX 2019
WFSC 88th Annual Convention, hosted
by the Badger Stamp Club. Judged exhibits, seminars, bourse, auctions.
Radisson Hotel Madison, 517 Grand
Canyon Dr., Madison, WI. Sat. 10a-5p,
Sun. 10a-3p
C: Karen Weigt 608-609-6173
E. klweigt@gmail.com

October 19-20
TOSAPEX 2019
Wauwatosa Philatelic Society, bourse
only. NEW LOCATION: St. Francis Lions
Community Center, 3476 E. Howard
Ave., St. Francis, WI. Sat. 10a-5p, Sun.
10a-3p.
C: Gerard Madritsch
E: gmadritsch@hotmail.com
OTHER SHOWS

July 13, 2019

Bay de Noc Stamp &
Coin Show
Bay de Noc Stamp and Coin Club.
Bourse only. Bay College, 2000 N. 30th
St., Joseph Heirman Bldg., Rm. 952
(accessed from Danforth Rd.), Escanaba,
MI. Sat. 10a-3p EDT.
C: Richard Reiffers 906-233-9261
E. rgrpaperboy@earthlink.net
July 27, 2019
14th Lakeland Coin &
Stamp Club Summer Show
Lakeland Stamp & Coin Club. Bourse
only. Woodruff Town Hall, Hwy. 47E.,
Woodruff, WI. Sat. 9a-2p.
C: Dean Martin 715-356-9453, P.O.B.
202, Woodruff, WI 54568
September 20-22
MILCOPEX 2019
Milwaukee Philatelic Society. Judged
exhibits, seminars, and bourse. Crowne
Plaza Milwaukee Airport, 6501 S. 13th
St., Milwaukee, WI. www.milcopex.org.
October 5
ENWISPEX 2019
Central Wisconsin Stamp Club. Exhibits
and bourse. Holiday Inn Stevens Point,
1001 Amber Ave., Stevens Point, WI.
Sat. 10a-4p.
C: J.D. Manville 715-341-5555
E: jadeco@charter.net
October 12

Monroe Stamp &
Postcard Club Show
Monroe Stamp & Postcard Club. Bourse
only. Monroe Moose Lodge (behind
Farm & Fleet), 639 3rd Avenue, Monroe,
WI. Sat. 10a-2:30p.
C: Randy Riese 608-558-6430
E: rdriese@tds.net
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April 6, 2019
PARFOREX 2019
Park Forest Stamp Club, judged exhibits
and bourse. Flossmoor Community
House, 847 Hutchinson Rd., Flossmoor,
IL. Sat. 10a-5p.
April 6-7, 2019
MSDA Spring Show
Midwest Stamp Dealers Association,
bourse only. Ramada Plaza North
Shore, 1090 S. Milwaukee Ave., Wheeling, IL. Sat. 10a-5p., Sun. 10a-3p.
May 31 - June 2, 2019 COMPEX 2019
Chicago Area Philatelic Societies,
judged exhibits and bourse. Guerin
College Prep., 8001 W. Belmont Ave.,
River Grove, IL. Fri. & Sat. 10a-6p, Sun.
10a-4p.
July 6-7, 2019 MSDA Milwaukee Show
Midwest Stamp Dealers Association,
bourse only. Crowne Plaza Milwaukee
Airport, 6401 So. 13th St., Milwaukee,
WI. Sat. 10a-5p, Sun. 10a-3p.
July 27-28, 2019 MSDA Spring Show
Midwest Stamp Dealers Association,
bourse only. Ramada Plaza North
Shore, 1090 So. Milwaukee Ave.,
Wheeling, IL. Sat. 10a-5p, Sun. 10a-3p.

BADGER STAMP CLUB
CELBERATION

STAMP CAMP FDC
SHEBOYGAN STAMP CLUB &
CASCADE POST OFFICE

A souvenir First Day Cover was created as a gift for
attendees and patrons of a youth Stamp Camp held on June 27,
2018. Pictured here, the cachet reads (in part): “Sponsored by
the Sheboygan Stamp Club and the Cascade Post Office...years
of Stamp Collecting knowledge brought together under one
roof for one afternoon the purpose of educating youth about
the exciting and challenging ways and means of collecting postage stamps printed in the United States and beyond.” This limited edition cover was one of thirty created. The Frozen Treats
stamps are unique as they are scented.

Figure 1: The limited edition First Day Cover of the Frozen
Treats commemorative Forever stamps (US Scott #s 52855294).

Figure 2: The Cascade, Wisconsin Post Office, Zip Code
53011 (Source: www.stampconnections.com).

On February 16, 2019, the Badger Stamp Club (Madison)
celebrated the 100th birthday of its oldest member, Adrian
Stransky. BSC members congratulated Adrian and honored him
with a birthday cake enjoyed by all. Before cutting the cake,
however, Adrian related his advice for a long life:

•
•
•
•
•
•

Eat carefully and not too much
Partake in physical activity, whether it’s walking, running,
or whatever
Stay busy; don’t sit your life away
Collect something
Rest and then go back to your hobby
And, say prayers gratefully every day.

Adrian was born on February 10, 1919, in Hancock, Wis.
While he was still quite young, his family moved to a farm near
Pittsville (Wood County, Wis.). He served in the Pacific in World
War II. Thereafter, he attended Oshkosh Business College to
become a court reporter. He worked in his profession for the
state of Wisconsin and started his own court reporting business
that he owned for 35 years. He also owned a printing company
in Madison.
Adrian began collecting stamps as a child. He acquired most
of his stamps by mail order. As an adult, he joined the now
defunct Madison Stamp Club and has been a BSC member
since the 1960s.
Adrian met his wife, Dorothy, in Madison. They have eight
children, 13 grandchildren and 23 great-grandchildren. Only
one child is a serious stamp collector. Happy Birthday, Adrian!

Figures 1-2: A photo of Adrian and the cake made for him.
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