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       ome join us 
in Fond du Lac 
for Wiscopex 
2026, the 94th 
annual conven-
tion of the Wisconsin Feder-
ation of Stamp Clubs, to be 
held April 18th and 19th.  The 
dates were moved up this 
year due to a scheduling 
conflict, so please make 
sure that you have the right 
dates in your calendar! 
  
The show will be held at the 
same location as last year, 
the Radisson Hotel and Con-
ference Center, in centrally 
located Fond du Lac.  It is a 
wonderful venue and I look 
forward to another visit. 
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By Gregg Greenwald 

There are plenty of activi-
ties scheduled again this 
year.  Be sure to check out 
the list and take some time 
to attend those of interest 
as well as those that just 
might be of interest.  The 
presenters are ready to 
share their philatelic  
passion! 
  
Finally, 

make 

certain 

that your club has a dele-

gate for the business 

meeting.  It is important for 

your club to have input for 

the WFSC.  See you at the 

show! Number of hyperlinked 

pictures in this issue: 58 

https://www.facebook.com/wisconsinfederationofstampclubs
https://stamps.org/
https://americantopical.org/
https://www.youtube.com/@wisconsinfederatonofstampc3882
https://www.mysticstamp.com/2705-1992-29c-wild-animals-giraffe/
https://www.choicehotels.com/wisconsin/fond-du-lac/radisson-hotels/wi116
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Across the Fence Post is 

the official publication of 

the Wisconsin Federation 

of Stamp Clubs, Inc., a 

501(c)(3) non-profit or-

ganization. The WFSC is a 

life member of the American Philatelic Soci-

ety (since 1953), and a chapter member of 

the American Topical Association. For more 

information about the WFSC, please visit 

the website, www.wfscstamps.org. 

    ATFP is currently published four times a 

year: January, April, July and October. News 

of Wisconsin collectors, club news and  

other gratis original features are welcomed. 

The editor accepts submissions in any for-

mat, but prefers emails, with picture and 

text file attachments if possible. The editor 

reserves the right to make picky changes to 

submitted copy. Material appearing in ATFP 

not carrying an individual copyright notice 

may be reproduced only by not-for-profit 

organizations, provided ATFP receives 

attribution. All materials copyrighted by 

individuals are the sole property of the con-

tributing writer. 

Unless explicitly stated by an officer in 

conjunction with official WFSC business, 

opinions expressed by the editor or  

individual authors are not necessarily  

endorsed by the WFSC.  

Submission deadlines for editorial and 

advertising materials are the first of the 

month preceding the month of publication. 

(Example: June 1 for a July-August-

September issue.) Editorial matter should 

be sent to: Joe Kowalski, ATFP Editor, 
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Advertising Manager, 4625 South Scot Dr., 
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bjlstamps@yahoo.com. 
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mailto:keith.t@earthlink.net
mailto:zepplins47@gmail.com
mailto:williammanka@att.net
mailto:wlothary@charter.net
http://www.wfscstamps.org
mailto:ATFPjk@gmail.com
mailto:bjlstamps@yahoo.com
https://www.wfscstamps.org/index.shtml
mailto:bluebird@tznet.com
mailto:bjlstamps@yahoo.com
mailto:davisclarence@gmail.com
mailto:smallgasengine65@gmail.com
mailto:maryann15b@mac.com
mailto:msagstetter52@gmail.com
https://www.wfscstamps.org/index.shtml
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                By Joe Kowalski 

            ’ve been wondering about what percentage of the pictures in this publication are 

linked to philatelic versus non-philatelic webpages. (New online reader? Click on almost any 

picture to take you to a related site.) 

But how related to stamp collecting are these hyperlinks? Advertiser clicks are obvious; they’re sent to a 

dealer’s website. Also predictable are the organizational logos at top of page 1 and the Wiscopex ad at 

the bottom. I try to make the non-collecting sites educational or entertaining. 

So, for last quarter, I did an “analysis.” (I counted and did simple math.) Last quarter showed a split of 39 

links philatelic (76%) and only 12 (24%) not. This issue was about the same, 38 to 20 (66% to 34%). 

 

Karen Weigt wrote the press release for the wedding story on page 4. Stan Rehman took the pictures. 

 

Secretary of State Marco Rubio has declared that use of the Calibri font style in official documents is to 

be replaced by the “more formal” Times New Roman. The Biden-era State Department had switched to 

Calibri because it was easier to read for users with disabilities. 

Calibri   Times New Roman 

Well, I’m sticking with Calibri here. I do not want to be accused of being too formal.  And I do want to 

make your newsletter easy to read, disabilities or not. 

 

https://www.linns.com/news/us-stamps-postal-history/february-cartoon-caption-contest-winner-gets-serious-with-woodrow-wilson
https://www.collectgbstamps.co.uk/explore/issues/?issue=424
https://postalmuseum.si.edu/exhibition/art-of-the-stamp-the-artwork-stamps-with-a-story/the-elvis-stamp-america-elects-a-king
https://www.motownmuseum.org/artist/stevie-wonder/
https://www.dollywood.com/plan-your-visit/spring/
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Is USPS strict about early 

release of new postage 

stamps? Yes! 

Harold Davis did not re-

ceive his package of 4¢ 

Angel’s Trumpet defini-

tives until January 14, five 

days after it was issued in 

Kenosha. Davis was the 

one who photographed 

the flowers. He also creat-

ed the images for the 1¢, 

2¢, 3¢, 5¢ and 10¢ stamps 

in that series. 

The one-cent denomina-

tion has a single tulip. The 

two-center shows two 

daffodils, and so forth.  

The 10¢ design, though, 

has a mixed bouquet of six 

poppies and four cone-

flowers. 

    

 

 

 

The Badger Stamp Club’s February 
7 meeting featured a wedding cer-
emony, where the club’s president, 
Dave Dyer, married his longtime 
significant other, Taya Kuklina. 
Once the meeting activities con-
cluded, the room was transformed 
into a wedding venue, complete 
with floral arrangements, white 
linens on the altar and cake tables, 
and the strumming of a guitar by 
Laura Franz, Dyer’s guitar student.  

The ceremony was performed by 
fellow club member, the Reverend 
Robert T. Voss, a retired Lutheran 
pastor. Voss’s philatelic blessing to 
the couple after pronouncing them 
husband and wife was: “What God 
has hinged together, let no one 
unhinge.” 

Choosing a stamp club meeting for 
the wedding was the groom’s idea. 
Dyer said, “I just wanted to com-
bine the two loves of my life: Taya 
and stamps.” 

 

Above: Amos Media boss Jay  

Bigalke, left, and MSDA presi-

dent Michael Mules, right, at the 

Angel’s Trumpet stamp unveiling 

on January 9 at the WI/IL State-

line Stamp Show in Kenosha.  

Below: Jim Stollenwerk shows 

off the First Day cover he de-

signed for the occasion. It is his 

first cachet. 

https://store.usps.com/store/product/poppies-and-coneflowers-stamps-S_123804
https://store.usps.com/store/product/love-2026-first-day-covers-S_582116
https://store.usps.com/store/product/wedding-blooms-stamps-S_585804
https://about.usps.com/what/corporate-social-responsibility/activities/nalc-food-drive.htm
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On October 21, the Eden Historical  

Society announced that excavation  

has begun on what might be Wiscon-

sin’s first documented beacon station 

arrow,* recently discovered on private 

property, surrounded by farm fields. 

The yellow-painted concrete arrows,  

up to 70 feet long, were installed from 

1926 to 1932 next to beacon towers as 

navigation aids to early airmail pilots. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo by Judy Walters 

The group hopes to paint the arrow 

next Spring and to share drone photos 

on its Facebook page. 

 

 

 

 

* For the nine known Wisconsin stations 

built in the 20th Century, visit this site: 

www.dreamsmithphotos.com/arrow/

Closed Album 

William H. Edwards, 1931-2025 

Longtime Milwaukee Philatelic Society 

member Bill Edwards died 

peacefully on December 

21 at the age of 94. For 

years he had served as 

the Society’s auction 

chairman and sergeant-at

-arms. He had recently donated his valua-

ble stamp and souvenir sheet collection to 

MPS. 

Mr. Edwards graduated from Beloit Col-
lege then served in the U.S. Army in Korea 
for three years. His career of almost 40 
years was with Job Service of Wisconsin. 

 
He enjoyed playing golf 
and racquetball and, of 
course, stamp collecting. 

Bill was married to his wife Wendy for 34 
years and was the father of a son and a 
daughter, and grandfather of two. He is  
also survived by a sister, and nieces and  
nephews. 

You may view a video tribute to Bill  

Edwards on this website:  
 https://www.tributeslides.com/tributes/show/

DX7HCMCQRML9FCBY 

http://www.dreamsmithphotos.com/arrow/States/wi/wisconsin.html
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61567582710909
https://www.dreamsmithphotos.com/arrow/index.html
https://www.tributeslides.com/tributes/show/DX7HCMCQRML9FCBY
https://www.tributeslides.com/tributes/show/DX7HCMCQRML9FCBY
https://krausefuneralhome.com/obituary/william-h-edwards/
https://postalmuseum.si.edu/exhibition/about-us-stamps-modern-period-1940-present-commemorative-issues-1950-1959-1956-1957/fifth
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Club Connections 

By MaryAnn Bowman, WFSC VP Youth Division, Publicity and Public Relations Chair 

 
hat has your club been up to since the  
beginning of the year?  I’d like to hear about 
past as well as future club activities.  Please 

send your newsletter and comments to me at 
maryann15b@mac.com to get your club mentioned in 
this column. 
     ATA #5 is trying a new approach to resolve the age-
old problem of planning the club’s evening pro-
grams.  At the December meeting, each attending 
member was given three small slips of paper and were 
requested to write one program idea on each slip.  The 
ideas could range from some basics of the hobby to 
topics.  A drawing was held and the meeting topic for 
January was Cranes—with the instruction to also  
include non-bird cranes such as those found used in 
the building industry or as a surname.   

     Bob Mather, having been involved with 
the International Crane Foundation, gave 
an informative talk with a handout.   
Although cranes as a bird was 
the predominant theme, 
there were several who 
brought stamps showing the 

crane as a tool in industry.  Two members 
also thought to include Ichabod Crane.  A 
Reader’s Theater activity gave members a reading op-
portunity in the retelling of the Washington Irving tale 
of “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow”. 
     The “hand picked” February program for ATA #5 is 
butterflies.  And as February is often associated with 
Presidents, the group will also be viewing two new 
PowerPoint programs developed by member Aimée 
Devine.  The first is titled “Commander in Chief Chal-
lenge” and it will be followed by “Presidential Nick-
names.”  Later, members are invited to contribute in-
teresting trivia about former presidents and/or sharing 
presidential philatelic items. 
     The Waukesha County Philatelic Society recently 
received two donations.  The material is being offered 
to members in a special donation auction at their Feb-
ruary meeting.  A “Grab and Run” program show-and-
tell asks members to imagine that some type of major 
disaster such as fire, flood, tornado, etc. is about to 
affect their collection and that they have time to 
quickly grab only one item from their collec-
tion.  Members will share that item and explain  

what significance that item has and why they chose to 
“save” it. 
     The Milwaukee Philatelic Society is honoring Bob 
Mather at their February meeting.  Collectors have 
been invited to help in this celebration by sharing sto-
ries and memories.  Arrangements have also been 
made to include Zoom presentations by those unable 
to attend in person.  Do you have a person in your club 
that has made significant contributions to the 
club?  Perhaps it is time to honor them at one of your 
meetings. 
     The Badger Stamp Club annually prepares a card 
listing their programs and club activities for the 
year.  It is printed out and distributed to the members. 
They also recently received a large donation of a 
worldwide mixture for members to poke through. 
     The Northwoods Philatelic Society had an informa-
tive talk about Christmas Seals by Milt Wirth.  Its  
January meeting featured an  
interesting auction item—a 1936 

Olympic post-
card.  Held in 
Berlin, the front 
side of the card 

depicted the stadium entrance 
and the Hindenburg flyover.  The 
back side of the card had an 
Olympic cancel from the opening 
ceremony.  Mark Pleyte was kind 
enough to submit a copy of both 
the front and the back of the card 
to the Milcopex website as part of their one-page non-
competitive exhibits related to the postal history 
theme.  Check out the other exhibits while you are 
there and consider entering a few of your favorite  
covers as well. 
     The Green Bay Philatelic Society has had several 
donations of philatelic material over the last six 
months and this has led their club to solidifying the 
donation process.  Does your club accept dona-
tions?  How do you use those donations?  Do you have 
a process or procedure that you follow?  I’d be inter-
ested in knowing.  Don’t forget to send me your news-
letter so that your club and its activities can be men-
tioned in ATFP. 

mailto:maryann15b@mac.com
https://postalmuseum.si.edu/collections/object-spotlight/hindenburg-postcard-signed-by-douglas-fairbanks
https://www.history.com/articles/jesse-owens-adolf-hitler-1936-olympics
https://www.manitowoc.com/
https://savingcranes.org/
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Top: PNG Scott 399, Seychelles 273, Marshall Islands 110, Cook Islands 636b, Mauritius 591. 

Bottom: Cyprus 599, Fiji 382, Indonesia 2929, Jamaica 31, Maldives 1185. 

 As our Midwest winter drags on, let’s continue our tour of tropical islands. 

https://riverbanktreasures.com/
https://foxriverstamps.com/
https://stampworldhistory.nl/country-profiles-2/oceania-antarctica/cook-islands/
https://www.cypruspost.post/en/mikroi-filotelistes
https://myfiji.com/travel-guide/fiji-seasons/?srsltid=AfmBOoqAEtQdQGne-8cbZXE5pP1KpZ7Vj0Vu0SODMNxUdKkRdoySibQF
http://www.jamaicaphilately.info/Flipbooks/Collections/WynnsJohn/Falls/mobile/index.html#p=2
https://www.maldivespost.com/individual/philately
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/february-3/u-s-troops-capture-the-marshall-islands
https://www.linns.com/news/world-stamps-postal-history/2014/february/upcoming-film-to-star-famed-blue-mauritius.html
https://postalmuseum.si.edu/exhibition/international-philately-oceania-melanesia/papua-new-guinea
https://postalmuseum.si.edu/exhibition/international-philately-africa-eastern-africa/seychelles
https://www.worldwildlife.org/species/sea-turtle/
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               hat advice can we give a stamp collector 

who has a bag of 10,000 stamps—a huge backlog of 

unsorted stamps just bought at a stamp show? A 

helpful plan is definitely needed to organize the 

stamps, yet save time, be productive, and reduce 

harmful repetitive motion. First, separate stamps 

into three containers: 1. water-soluble-glue on  

paper, 2. self-adhesive on paper and 3. off-paper 

stamps. 

Soak off the water-soluble glue from on-paper 

stamps and place them face down on paper grocery 

bags to dry. Now is an obvious time to easily find and 

remove damaged stamps to be used for art projects, 

perfins, and even United Kingdom graphite-lined 

stamps. 

Remove self-adhesive on paper stamps from their 

paper as described elsewhere. Eventually, the bag of 

stamps is now all off-paper and in one container. 

Stamp collecting has become fun and less over-

whelming. Next, divide this mixture of worldwide off-

paper stamps into two groups: United States and 

foreign stamps. 

To sort stamps, have good lighting, a comfortable 

chair, magnifying glass, stamp tongs and plenty of 

table surface area. Set aside unidentifiable stamps 

for later research or for a worldwide mystery sale. 

Containers with open tops are preferred, rather than 

constantly turning clumsy stock pages during the ini-

tial sort which slows the process. Try handy plastic 

compartment storage boxes, bins, small tubs, or 

dishes, normally used to organize and store small 

parts. Save those empty cottage cheese and sour 

cream containers. One second is all that is needed to 

Identify and toss a stamp into the correctly labeled 

container. 

Now, sort the United States stamps. Separate the 

Christmas, transportation series, 1938 Presidential, 

mint no gum, precancel, perfin, block and numbered 

coil stamps into containers. The rest are effortlessly 

sorted into two groups by general sizes: small and 

large (including medium) stamps. The small stamps 

go into a container, duplicate books or for online 

sales in sets by topic or theme. The large stamps are 

further sorted into dishes labeled in cents: 3, 4, 5, 6, 

8, 10, 13, 15, 18, 20, 22, 25, 29, 32 and greater than 

32. Denominations which don’t match go into the 

next lower cent container. Sorting can also include 

groups or types of mail service, such as airmail,  

Special Delivery, Postage Due, cut squares, Parcel 

Post or revenue stamps. 

https://simplastics.com/bins-containers/stackable-storage-bins/parts-bins
https://mandshobbies.com/
https://postalmuseum.si.edu/object/npm_1980.2493.5528
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              Member Freebie 

       Any WFSC member may submit two 

free classified ads per calendar year; 

$5 each for any additional listings. 

Your description may be up to 40 

words long, not including the  name of 

your home club (required) at the end 

of the ad. 

 Text only, please. 

 For more than two per year, make  a 

check payable  to WFSC and mail it to 

Brian Liedtke at 4625 South Scot Drive, 

New Berlin, WI 53131. 

 Deadline to be included in the next 

issue: June 1. 

Questions? 414-731-9794 or  

bjlstamps@yahoo.com . 

           For example, this real one.        

                       FOR SALE 

    First Day Covers of the new  

     4¢ Angel’s Trumpet stamp.  

Official FDOI postmark with color 

cachet depicting Kenosha street-

car and variations of the flower.  

    $3 each and business-size self-

addressed stamped envelope to 

Joe Kowalski (Fond du Lac Stamp 

Club), 729 Sunrise Ave., Waupun, 

WI 53963.  

             Request image:  

        earwaves@yahoo.com 

Stupid 

Questions 

Should stamp 

collectors who 

go to seminars 

be called  

seminarians?

Do topical  

collectors  

collect current 

events  

clippings? 

 

Don’t Revenue 

collectors  

work for the 

IRS? 

 

Do worldwide 

collectors ever 

leave home? 

 

Is it ironic that 

the lady on the 

Penny Black 

was  

wealthy? 

 

                
Club presidents are reminded to send 

new members’ email addresses—subject 

to their approval—to Vice President  

Brian Liedtke, who maintains the most 

updated eBlast list for informing us of 

future events and other notices. Brian’s 

email address: bjlstamps@yahoo.com. 

Due to a scheduling change, the WFSC 

Executive Board meeting summary 

will miss this quarter’s publication 

deadline. 

Probable March 14 agenda items are: 

• Updated treasury balance 

• Regional visit reports 

• Advertising status 

• Wiscopex 2026 progress 

• Boston World Expo 

mailto:bjlstamps@yahoo.com
mailto:earwaves@yahoo.com
https://www.stlawrence.edu/
https://postalmuseum.si.edu/guest-post-forever-young-queen-victoria-and-the-face-of-the-penny-black
mailto:bjlstamps@yahoo.com
https://www.bardostamps.com/
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Kenosha: WI/IL Stateline Stamp Show 

Friday June 12, Saturday June 13 

Milwaukee: Milcopex 

Friday Sept. 25, Saturday Sept. 26 

https://wystamps.com/
https://www.rasdalestamps.com/
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 CHAIN QUIZ: STAMP -

ISSUING COUNTRIES  

First letter of each stamp-issuing country is the last letter of the previous country. (Exception: Editor’s 

error in the transition from number 4 to number 5.)  Slash denotes a space.  Answers are on page 12. 

https://riverbanktreasures.com/
https://demturkishbookstore.com/blogs/news/lydians-first-coin-turkey?srsltid=AfmBOorDyf7SXYpiqJbFhimwD9aqG-sa8PvIjWl6tEp7MjpA5eSEHnkR
https://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/archaeology-today/cultural-heritage/sheba-on-the-front-lines/
https://wtmj.com/news/2025/02/20/tom-barrett-back-in-milwaukee-after-bidding-farewell-to-luxembourg/
https://romaniatourism.com/dracula-legend.html
https://postalmuseum.si.edu/exhibition/fad-to-fundamental-airmail-in-america
https://www.tiffany.com/jewelry/necklaces-pendants/tiffany-lock-18k-yellow-gold-diamond-necklaces-pendants-1364177289.html
https://jadecostampandhobby.com/stamps-apparel-and-more/
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Check wfscstamps.org for updates. Send new show listings to  

Greg Riesterer, webmaster@wfscstamps.org, 608-520-0560. 

OTHER MAJOR SHOWS 

 

WFSC MEMBER SHOWS 

April 18-19, 2026 August 8, 2026 

September 25-26, 2026 

Baraboo Area stamp Show  

Baraboo Area Stamp Club  

New Lisbon Community Center, 

110 Welch Prairie Road ,  

New Lisbon, Wis. 

Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

(Greg Riesterer, 

riestg@gmail.com, 

608-219-5408)  

bourse 

Milcopex 2026 

Milwaukee Philatelic Society 

Brookfield Conference Center 

325 South Moorland Road  

Brookfield, Wis.  

Friday 10-6, Saturday 10-5, 

(MaryAnn Bowman, 

maryann15b@mac.com, 

milcopex.org) 

bourse, judged exhibits, seminars 

Wiscopex 2026 

WFSC 94th Convention and Show 

Radisson Hotel & Convention Ctr., 

625 West Rolling Meadows Drive,  

Interstate 41 Exit 98, 

Fond du Lac, Wis. 

Saturday 10-4, Sunday 10-3  

(Clarence Davis, 920-929-9194, 

davisclarence@gmail.com)  

bourse, judged exhibits, seminars 

June 12-13, 2026 

WI/IL Stateline Stamp Show 

Midwest Stamp Dealers Assoc. 

First Christian Church,  

13022 Wilmot Road,  

Kenosha, Wis. 

Friday 10-5, Saturday 10-3 

bourse 

May 23-30, 2026 

Boston 2026 World Expo 

USPS, APS, CCC, AFDCS, NPM et al 

Menino Convention 

and Exhibition Center  

415 Summer Street 

Boston, Mass. 

bourse, judged exhibits, seminars 

 1. Zimbabwe   6. Oman              11. Romania 

 2. Egypt           7. Netherlands   12. Abu Dhabi     

 3. Turkey         8. Senegal           13. Iraq 

 4. Yemen         9. Luxembourg  14. Qatar 

 5. Morocco    10. Gibraltar 

 

Oshkosh Stamp Bourse 

Oshkosh Philatelic Society 

Mother Theresa Center of  

Fr. Carr’s Place 2B 

1082 North Koeller St.,  

Oshkosh, Wis.  

Saturday 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  

(Dave Carney,  920-750-3117, 

zepplins47@gmail.com) 

bourse  

November 7, 2026 October 17, 2026 

CENWISPEX 

Central Wisconsin Stamp Club 

The Elks Club, 

1132 Clark Street, 

Stevens Point, Wis. 

10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

(J.D. Manville, 

715-498-1111, 

jadeco@charter.net) 

bourse 

July 17-19, 2026 

Minnesota Stamp Expo 

Minnesota Stamp Dealers Assoc. 

Crystal Community Center, 

4800 North Douglas Drive, 

Crystal, Minn. 

Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4 

bourse, exhibits, seminars 

https://www.wfscstamps.org/Shows/
https://www.nps.gov/articles/independence-declarationdraft.htm

