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Bv WFSC Treasurer Deanna Juhnke 

About Your WFSC Dues 
Some of you 
are already 
familiar with 
my letters 
requesting 
dues payment 
each year in 
my capacity 
as WFSC 
treasurer. 
And, as you 
know from 

the mailings WFSC Secretary Karen 
Weigt sends out, dues are important so 
the Federation can keep functioning. 

Several years ago, the dues from all 
clubs just covered WFSC newsletter 
costs for the whole year. We still tum 
all of your dues monies into this publi
cation, and that only pays for postage 
and printing. Ask me sometime what 
we don't pay for to produce ATFP. 

You'd be amazed at the amount of 
donated overhead costs and volunteer 
labor. No one gets a salary, nor is any
one reimbursed for phone calls, etc. 

But this article is not a "pep talk" to 
make you more aware of where your 
money goes. Rather, I'd like to address 
dues collection, which is my job. 

Karen has previously sent dues 
reminders to the WFSC representative 
you have listed on your Annual Mem
ber Club Registration form. It appears 
that sometimes these reminders get 
lost in the shuffle between club mem
bers. So this year (in most cases), your 
dues notice was sent directly to your 
club treasurer. We hope this will prove 
to be a more efficient procedure. 

If I don't receive your dues by 
March 1, I will follow up with a letter 
to your treasurer so payment can be 
made before WISCOPEX. This is to 
ensure that your delegate can partici
pate with a vote at the WFSC Annual 
Business Meeting. 

In addition to dues payment, it's 
really critical that the treasurer or club 
representative return the Annual Mem
ber Club Registration form to me. 
Your club elects new officers, and we 
need to know who they are so we can 
reach the appropriate individual when 
needed. If you can't/don't send the 
form with the dues, please send it 
separately as soon as it is filled out. 

I think you'll find that every volun
teer on the WFSC Executive Board 
really enjoys the job he or she is doing. 
We believe that stamp collecting clubs 
need a federation if only for communi
cation between clubs. Communication 
leads to action in encouraging stamp 
collecting and educating non-collectors 
about philately - the hobby to which 
we're all addicted! ■ 

CLOSED ALBUM -
Ralph 0. Hoffmann 

Ralph was a member of the Oshkosh 
and the Outagamie Philatelic Societies 
for 19 years. Throughout the years, he 
held many offices in both clubs. He 
was an experienced exhibitor and was 
active in the Zippy Collectors Club. 

Ralph served as the WFSC NE VP 
for the years 1978-82 and was elected 
to the Wisconsin Philatelic Hall of 
Fame in 1985. 

✓ 
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WFSC Announcements 
TEMPORARY CHANGE FOR ADVERTISING MA TIERS 
.Send all advertising materials to Karen Weigt, Interim Editor, ATFP, 4184 
Rose Ct., Middleton, WI 53562 - phone (608) 836-1509. Ron Hayes, our 
advertising manager, will resume his position as soon as possible. If you've 
recently submitted any ads to Ron, he'll forward them to Karen. 

WISCOPEX '95 PROSPECTUS AVAILABLE 
The WISCOPEX '95 Exhibitor Prospectus and Official Entry Form are now 
available. Note, these documents will !lQt. be published in Across the Fence 
Post this year. To receive copies, send your request to: WISCOPEX '95, 4184 
Rose Ct., Middleton, WI 53562-4339. Frames are limited and entries are due 
by March I, 1995. 

NEW WISCOPEX SINGLE-FRAME EXHIBIT DIVISION/CRITERIA 
WISCOPEX '95 will include a single-frame (16 pages) exhibit competition. 
This .is in addition to the traditional Open, Junior, and Champion of Champi
ons Divisions. With the exception of special awards, single-frame exhibits will 
npt be in competition with Open Division exhibits and will not be eligible for 
the WISCOPEX '96 Champion of Champions. The WFSC Judging Committee 
has determined the following point system for judging single-frame exhibits, 
which differs from Open Division criteria: 
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Presen talion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 
clarity of display and overall aestehetic balance of the exhibit 

Treatment. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 
development and completeness of subject 

Knowledge and Research . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 
knowledge and analysis of subject; personal or original research 

Condition and Rarity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 
existing material for subject shown and difficulty of acquisition 

TOT AL POSSIBLE POINTS . . . . . . . . . 70 

ACROSS THE FENCE POST is the official publication of the Wisconsin 
Federation of Stamp Clubs, Inc., a 501 (c}3 non-profit organization and life 
member of the APS since 1953. For WFSC membership information, contact 
the Central Office and Secretary. 

ATFP is published monthly Sept-Apr.; bimonthly May-Aug. News of 
Wisconsin collectors, club news and gratis original articles related to 
philately are welcomed. The editor accepts submissions in any format, but 
reserves the right to make minor editing changes to conform with our style 
sheet. Material not carrying an individual copyright notice may be repro
duced only by not-for-profit organizations, provided the author(s} and 
publication receive credit for any reprinted material. Unless explicitly stated 
by an officer in conjunction with official WFSC business, opinions expressed 
by individual authors are not necessarily endorsed by the WFSC . 

Submission deadlines are for the month preceding month of 
publication as follows: advertising-1st of the month; editorial mat
ter-5th of the month. Send ads, editorial matter and stamp show calendar 
and cover listings to: Karen Weigt, Interim Editor, Across the Fence Post, 

4184 Rose Ct., Middleton, WI 53562 - phone (608} 836-1509. For a 
complete list of advertising rates and policies (display, classified and 
listings), see an see the October '94 issue of ATFP, or request a copy from 
the interim editor. 

················•WFSG !·on;c.~rs. 
. PR.;SI~EN'f•b;~~ •·l ;•·~dli~~:····•···•······•··· ····••·····•·· · ................... . 
1918 Fox BuriowCi;.Ne¢nal:CWlS49.56 •• / . (414)722cl449. / .· .·.· .. ·.··.·.· .. ··.·• .. •.· .. •.·.·.·.·.·.·.•··· ·.• 

·.••;:~tif~~!!!~~~Jf!~~·~~~i;~•··············· (41ii> 463S510 > ... ·.•. ···· .•·.• .. •.•.·.·.· ..... . 
~ENTRAL OFric:k{BECRE'iA;i+ > 
Karen Weigt .. ..... . . ··•·•" · :·••••"· 
4184 Rose Ct., Mid?leton, \\Tl 53562 
(608) 836-1509 .. 

·•·'fREASURik .a)vhnJ<;.•··•· ·····•·•· 
.3701 JordaJ1Lrt'.[SteVens P<>4lt; Wl~448J . 
(715) 341-3465 /{ 

~P YOUTH DIVISIONMary~~~~JJlan 
P.O. Box 1451; Waulc~pa; .\VJ:?3f§T / . 
CENT. REGIONVpR9yNorth\ll~d •· 
Central Wisconsin .Starr1p Club . ) 
Northwoods Stamp & Coi1rClub ·· 

(Rhinelander) · · 
Wisconsin )'alley . PhU'. Soc. 

EAST CE~i. REGIO~VR Fred Ericksen 
Fond du Lac; St;imp QI~fa • t ./ f . 
~enle Morlline C.blli ~ $~p Glllb < > 
Oshkosh Phil. sot ) .. • .. •.•··· .• ... · .. 

. Ripo~ Phil. So<.< <} .... 
Sheboygllll Stamp.CJuJj · 

·MIL~AQKE:E.iEGION VP Johi) F;~; / 
.. ~!~r;~tfts~~- (Billy ~i~jf ~ It~tr;) 

,~Eillif o;::} !ii.il!:liil'l 
~:;s~w,::~i~u1.1tt~t~~1:JTui f { 

•· Wauwatosa Phil/ S&/ • ·.·.• ·· · 

NE REGION·;;~~;::bswald•• f 
. Chain-9.Lak~ Stamp Gfuq / ·• 

..· ·• ~=~9!;c.~~J~.~i~):••···········•·•·•••···••• 
••••··•~1:~!::=~!:.Jrt1l}••~:i: ••• 
···• Nonhw&<ls Phi}; Soc/ (IronMt.) 

SE RE<:iJO;VPR;>fu~i~w(){fa •• / 
Belle c{ty§~p>C1u1:) < (. < •. + :\ 
. ~:::~~l~:.!%~i! g:te~~; µd{ ....... 

t Lake .• 9,llntyJ'.pgSoc, •. ·: .•••.••••• t 
· ..... Wal wprQt CcniiitY, Stamp qltjg 

W ~uke,5ha C:o.unty Phit $<@ } 
W.isco~m l'Qsta1 ~i~tory Soc'. 

s·~••s&~I.~fy•••Y~ .. ·~on·•H:~~ 
Badger ~t#riP C:lut; > / 
Bara~$JampqIµb (. 
Janesvill~ $tamp Club ) ...... 



av Interim Editor Karen wu 

Editor's 
Comments 

You'll note from WFSC Treasurer 
Deanna Juhnke's comments that those 
who are involved with the production 
of this newsletter are basically doing it 
as a labor of love. That is, overhead 
expenses are not reimbursed. There is 
one tangible benefit, though. We have 
a much easier time obtaining used 
copies of the many new United States 
stamp issues. 

In Steven Rod's October 10, 1994, 
"Collector's Workshop" (Linn's Stamp 
News) column, he described various 
means of acquiring free stamps and 
.covers and asked his readers to submit 
additional ideas. I responded to Steven 
with two words: "Get Involved!" 
Involvement requires communication, 
and due to budget constraints within 
most philatelic organizations, if com
munication cannot be accomplished 
with a local phone call, it is often done 
through the mail. The more involved 
you are, the more mail you'll receive, 
franked with specimens to fill those 
blank spaces in your albums. 

You Be the Judge 

I recently had a boost in spirits 
reprdini my efforts to promote a 
forum within this publication (see 
"You Be tbe Judge" below). Let' s keep 
it going. If you have a question about 
exhibiting or any other area of stamp 
collecting, submit it, and I'll solicit a 
response. 

It seems that this year's Christmas/ 
holiday ad policy caused some confu
sion. In going through back copies of 
ATP, I noted that during the early to 
mid- '80s each December issue in
cluded a "Christmas Sponsor Page," 
similar to what you'll find on the back 
page of this issue. I hope this will clear 
up any confusion for 1995. 

No doubt you've noticed I'm still 
producing halftones with my inferior 
equipment. Again, if you have a qual
ity scanner and a 600 dpi printer, 
please let me know that you are willing 
to "get involved." ■ 

CLOSED ALBUM-
Tom Regan 

Tom was a member of the Fond du 
Lac Stamp Club, in which he served in 
various offices. He also held member
ship in several other specialty organi
zations. He passed away at his home 
on October 17, 1994. 

October '94 question: "Does the mail carrier's 'N/L' pen notation flaw or enhance 
this cover as an exhibit item?" 

Response: from Vern Witt, Chrmn., WFSC Judging Committee - "Tradi
tional philately and postal history are becoming more dependent on postal markings 
due to categorization and machine sorting computerization codes. Early mail (up to 
the 1920s) usually had receiving post office date cancels, and some route-thru post 
offices also applied date and time markings. Since all used stamps and postally used 
covers exhibit some markings, I feel that it enhances material (up to the point of 
obliteration) to display a plethora of these interesting sidelights." 
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Club News 
W ALCOPEX '94 EXIUBIT 
A WARDS ANNOUNCED 

W ALCOPEX '94, sponsored by the 
Walworth County Stamp Club, was 
held September 10-11 at the Y.M.C.A. 
Building in Lake Geneva. The show 
featured 34 frames of exhibits. Exhibits 
and winnings were as follows: 

1st and Best in Show - R.P.O.' s of 
Iowa County (Wis.), by Dan 
Hammell 

1st - U.S. Postal Cards, by Carol 
Carlson 

1st - South America, by Howard 
Powell 

1st - Baseball in Wisconsin, by Dave 
Valley 

2nd - Postal History of Winnebago 
County (Ill.), by Dwane Kaplenk 

2nd - Denmark: History and Royalty, 
by Dorothy Valley 

3rd - Postal History of Green County 
(Wis.), by Dwane Kaplenk 

Court of Honor 
The Soviet Space Program, by Dan 

Hammell 

People's Choice Award 
Denmark: History and Royalty, by 

Dorothy Valley 

TOSAPEX '94 WINNINGS 

The Wauwatosa Philatelic Society 
sponsored TOSAPEX '94 on October 
29-30. The show was held at Gonzaga 
Hall in West Allis. The Best in Show 
award went to a first-time exhibitor. 
Other awards were as follows: 

Best in Show plus AT A Gold - The 
World of Golf, by Patricia Loehr 

Gold plus APS Gold and AT A Silver 
- Heritage of Richard III, by Don 
Birschel 

Gold plus AT A Silver - Wisconsin 
First Days, by Mary Ellen Daniel 

Silver - Swimming Pool, by Claude 
Giralte 

Bronze - Christmas Seals Save Lives, 
by Doug Van Beek 

People's Choice Award 
Wisconsin First Days, by Mary Ellen 

Daniel 
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av wpsc secy. Karen Weiat 
4184 Rose Ct., Middleton, WI 53562 

Three years ago, the Badger Stamp 
Club (Greater Madison area) re
served the Middleton Public Library's 
display case for October '94. It was a 
long wait, as it is in most metropolitan 
areas for use of public facilities, and 
the club eagerly took advantage of its 
rare opportunity. 

The display case used was 11 feet 
long, 6 feet high and 18 inches deep. 
Small easels were used to prop up 
three six-page exhibit frames. But, a 
picture is worth a thousand words, so 
just take a look at the illustration 
below for all the details. Perhaps it will 
give your club some ideas for a stamp 
collecting display. 

The Sheboygan Stamp Club re
ports that they also prepared an Octo
ber National Stamp Collecting Month 
display this year. The SSC filled the 
Sheboygan Post Office display case, 

which is located in the middle of the 
only entrance, where everyone has to 
pass within 5 feet to 10 feet of it. 

The display focused on stamp 
collecting tools: tongs, magnifying 
glass, hinges, stock sheets, Hawid 
mounts, stamp identifier, glassine 
envelopes, perforation gauge, and color 
guide. 

It also featured catalogs and litera
ture: Scott catalog, Harris Postage 
Stamp Catalog, The Postal Service 
Guide to U.S. Stamps, "An Introduc
tion to Stamp Collecting," by Steven 
Rod, Linn's Stamp News, and Global 
Stamp News. 

The SSC added a large, clear enve
lope of off-paper used stamps, a large 
poster with the words "October is 
National Stamp Collecting Month," 
and a smaller poster describing club 
activities and meeting information. 

Arrangements of large colorful stamps clipped from various posters, calendars, etc. 

Poster of stamp collecting 
techniques made up of pages 
clipped from Linn's "Stamp Col
lecting Made Easy" booklet. 

U.S. Postal Service "Get in the 
Swim of Things - Collect 
Stamps" poster, flanked on ei
ther side by BSC adult and 
youth meeting schedules. 
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BSC logo, flanked on 
either side by stamp 
collecting books avail
able at the Middleton 
Public Library. 

Two frames with pages depict
ing examples of types of stamp 
collections (e.g., topical, FDC, 
precancels, etc.) and illustra
tions of stamp collecting tools. 

What others are doing 

October was a busy month for the 
Sheboygan Stamp Club. For their fall 
kickoff, they sent invitations to all 
members who did not attend the previ
ous meeting. The kickoff included a 
business meeting and auction, followed 
by ham sandwiches, smoked salmon, 
chips, soda and beer. 

Later that month, the club partici
pated in the Sheboygan Postal Service 
Consumer Appreciation Day. Staffers 
at the SSC table distributed copies of 
Linn's Stamp News, information about 
their club, and unfranked cachet covers 
from their past local shows. Youths, 
parents and grandparents received a 
packet of stamps. 

The North Shore Philatelic Society 
(Milwaukee) reports that its annual 
auction, held in October, was a great 
success. They're looking forward to 
repeating it again next year. The NSPS 
Christmas party will include a pot luck 
dinner, voluntary gift exchange, and 
election of officers. 

Several clubs are planning a holiday 
social. The Wauwatosa Philatelic 
Society's Christmas party will include 
a dinner, 10 door prizes, and bingo 
with cash prizes. 

With proceeds from Stamp Show 
'94, the Kenosha Stamp and Cover 
Club paid for a portion of the meal tab 
for each member attending their holi
day party. 

Wisconsin Valley Philatelic Soci
ety (Wausau) 1995 officers are: Pres. 
Glen Heinz!, VP Dave Suelzer, Secy. 
Wm. Grosnick Sr. and Treas. Fred 
Ziemann. 

The Milwaukee Philatelic 
Society's October meeting featured the 
APS slide show "Plate Number Coils." 
MPS 1995 officers are: Pres. Alice 
Archie, VP Arthur Petri, Secy. Irene 
Orz, Treas. John Fagan, and directors 
Ray Orz and Roger Szymanski. 

All Milwaukee-area clubs are 
gearing up for the ninth annual Distin
guished Philatelist Appreciation Din
ner, scheduled for Sunday, March 5. 
The identity of the guest of honor will 
be held secret until that time. Could 
someone from the Milwaukee area 
drop me a note to clarify exactly which 
club is serving as official host of the 
'95 event? ■ 



av Kenneth w. Mackenzie, 
Bloominaton MN 

• 
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The Philatelic World of Christmas 

The following article originally appeared 
in The Philatelic Observer, Vol. 27, No. 6, 
1990. lt is reprinted with permission of the 
Junior Philatelists of America, publisher of 
TPO. The author, Ken Mackenzie.founded 
the Philatelic Christmas Club. He also 
founded the Minnesota Federation of 
Stamp Clubs. The WFSC worked with Ken 
during that formation process, thereby 
developing close ties with both Ken and the 
MFSC. Ken passed away in 1991. 

In 1898, the British Empire inaugu
rated the Imperial Penny Postage rate 
to be used in Great Britain and many 
of the British territories. The new rate 
was to go into effect on December 25, 
1898. 

Canada issued a new 2¢ (one penny) 
map stamp for the occasion. To desig
nate when the new rate was to take 
effect, the starting date was printed on 
the face of the stamp - "Xmas 1898." 
By doing so, this stamp because the 
first Christmas stamp ever issued. (See 
Figure 1.) 

The next Christmas stamp was not 
issued until 34 years later. The Nether
lands issued a set of four semipostals. 
The stamps had flower designs typify
ing the four seasons. One of the stamps 
depicted the Christmas rose. 

Slowly, the issuance of Christmas 
stamps began to accelerate. In 1939, 
Brazil issued a stamp showing the 
three wise men. In 1943, Hungary 
issued three stamps picturing the 
shepherds, the nativity, and the magi 
(Figure 2). In 1948, Austria issued a 
stamp honoring the composers of 
"Silent Night," and in 1953 and 1954 
two more stamps depicting a child with 
a Christmas tree (Figure 3). 

Widespread issuance of Christmas 
stamps started in the 1950s. Almost 
every year during this decade one or 
more countries honored the holiday 
with one or more issues. But the 
United States did not issue a Christmas 
stamp until 1962 (Figure 4). 

Through the years, the U.S. Post 
Office Department had received hun
dreds of requests to issue a stamp 
honoring Christmas, but an outspoken 
minority had maintained that it was 
unconstitutional. Christmas was a 
holiday in the Christian religion, and to 
honor it would be to cross the line 
separating church from state. But in 
1962, Postmaster General J. Edward 
Day authorized the issuance of a 
Christmas stamp. He reputedly stated 
that those that didn't like the idea of 
Christmas stamps didn't have to use 
them. 

Every year since then, the United 
States has issued at least one Christmas 
stamp. As many as five different 
Christmas stamps were issued for the 
years of 1970 and 1982. Usually, the 
government issues two different stamps 
each year. One stamp is referred to as 
traditional in design (religious -
Figure 5) and the other is called con
temporary (secular - Figure 6). 

Approximately a billion and a half 
Christmas stamps are printed by the 
United States each year. This is about 
eight to ten times as many as are 
printed for other commemoratives. 
This quantity is doubly impressive 
when one considers they are mostly all 
used up in the months of November 
and December. 

A stamp collector who is discour
aged by the many blank spaces in his 
regular stamp collection might enjoy 
starting a small specialized collection 
of United States Christmas stamps 
only. There have been about 80 variet
ies issued since 1962, and one, two, or 

more will be issued each year in the 
foreseeable future. Mint copies of all 
of them can be purchased from dealers 
at moderate prices, but it might be 
more fun to scrounge through old 

Christmas cards for used copies. With 
a moderate amount of effort, a com

plete collection is attainable. ■ 

Fig. 1-1898 Canada (Scott 
#86), the world's first 

Christmas stamp 

Fig. 2-1943 Hungary (Scott 
#618), nativity 

Fig. 3 -1954 Austria 
(Scott #597) , child with 

Christmas tree 

Fig. 4-
1962 U.S. 

(Scott 
#1205),first 
U.S. Christ

mas stamp 

Figs. 5-6 - (l.) typical U.S. 
"traditional," (r.) typical U.S. "con

temporary" Christmas stamps 
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av Verna Shackleton, Outaaamie Philatelic Societv 

Verna Shackleton became interested in 
stamp collecting while in high school. 
She began her specialty collection of 
churches on stamps in 1975. Her exhibit 
"The Grand Tour-Churches in Middle 
Europe" has won numerous awards in 
naJional competition. It will be shown at 
W/SCOPEX '95 in the Champion of 
Champions competition. Since 1983, 
Verna has served as secretary for the 
Collectors of Religion on Stamps, and 
many of her articles have appeared in 
The COROS Chronicle. She additionally 
has prepared many checklists of 
churches on stamps for that group. She 
writes the 'Topically Yours" column for 
the Outagamie Philatelic Society news
letter and has been an OPS officer since 
1979. We appreciate this very busy lady 
taking the time to share her expertise 
with us. 

Christmas stamp collecting is the 
most popular of the religious topics 
to collect. In fact, there are so many 
collectors that a society was formed 
just for them. It is called the Christ
mas Philatelic Club and is a unit of 
the American Topical Association. 
A meaningful way to organize your 
Christmas collection would be to 
arrange them in three parts: 

Part I - stamps portraying the 
birth of Christ and early childhood. 

Part Il - stamps pertaining to the 
traditional secular celebration, which 
has evolved out of the religious 
observance. 

Part III - other related philatelic 
items, such as cancellations and 
postal stationery. 

Part I: Birth of Christ 
This section could have separate 

pages for: 

The Annunciation 

Nativity 

Christ Child and Holy Family 

Angels 

The Annunciation to the Shep-
herds 

Adoration of the Shepherds 

Mother (Madonna) and Child 

Visit of the Wise Men and the 
Three Kings 

Flight into Egypt 

Part II: Secular Celebration 
This section could include stamps 

that portray: 
Star of Bethlehem 

Christmas Carols 

Christmas Trees 

Other Symbols (St. Nick, Santa 
Claus, toys, stamps that have the 
word "Christmas" on them, etc.) 

It would be your decision if you would 
include Disney stamps with the Christ
mas theme. 

Christmas Carols - A universal 
custom associated with the festival of 
Christmas is the singing of carols and 
folk songs. This is shown by the fact 
that many nations have featured carols 
on their stamps (Figure 1). 

"Silent Night, Holy Night" is prob
ably sung more than any other carol, 
and has been translated into many 
languages. The story of how it was 
composed is interesting. 

The composer's name is Franz 
Gruber, a parish organist and school
master in Oberndorf, Austria. In 1818 
on a cold winter evening, he was 
practicing Christmas music and his 
organ broke down. He told Father 
Joseph Mohr that they needed some 
simple music that could be sung with
out accompaniment, or they would 
have a service without music. He asked 
Mohr if he could write some words. It 
is said that the words Mohr wrote were 

Fig. 1 -Austrian 
Christmas carol stamp 

Fig. 2 - Charles Wesley's 
"Hark! the Harald Angels Sing" 

inspired by the pastoral call he was 
making to a home where a new baby 
had been born, and a landscape 
sparkling with snow . . 

Gruber spent the night setting the 
words of "Silent Night, Holy Night" 
to music. It was sung that Christmas 
Eve by his wife, accompanied by 
Gruber on his Italian guitar. 

When the organ repairman tried 
the hymn, he asked for a copy to take 
to Zillertal, Austria. The Zillertal 
choir started it on its way to become 
one of the world's best-liked Christ
mas carols. 

"Hark! the Harald Angels Sing," 
by Charles Wesley, was inspired to 
be written by the peals of church 
bells the morning of December 25, 
1730 (Figure 2). 

Another type of Christmas music 
is featured on one of the stamps 
issued by the United States during 
the 1971 season. It is a folk song of 
the ballad type. The one portrayed on 



the stamp (Scott #1445) is "Partridge 
in a Pear Tree," an old English 
yuletide ballad. The opening line is 
"On the First Day of Christmas my 
true love sent to me a partridge in a 
pear tree." It expresses the spirit of 
the season. 

Symbols - This is one of the 
larger subtopics. Examples of sym
bols appear on the first United States 
Christmas stamp issued November 1, 
1962. It shows two lighted candles 
and a Christmas wreath tied with a 
red ribbon - symbols with roots 
deep in religious tradition. (See 
Figure 3). 

Fig. 3 - first U.S. 
Christmas stamp 
featured symbols 

Fig. 4 - first 
national Christmas tree 

Public acceptance was immediate 
and overwhelming. Original print
ings were quickly sold out and 
additional stamps were printed with 
the result that one billion stamps 
were sold. 

The United States design for the 
1963 stamp was created by Lily 
Spandorf and shows the White House 
and the national Christmas tree as it 
appeared in 1962 (Figure 4). Two 
billion sold. The custom of a na
tional Christmas tree was inaugu
rated by President Coolidge, with a 
tree that was a gift from his native 
state of Vermont Each president has 
retained the custom since. 

6 :~ 1 .\.66 

Fig. 5 - Christkindl cancel 

Part III: Related Philatelic Items 
This section could include: 

Christmas Cancellations 

Postal Stationery (aerogrammes) 

Maxi Cards 

Christmas Seals, etc. 

Christmas Cancellations - Many 
countries, including the United States, 
issue holiday cancels that are mostly 
secular; an exception is the Austrian 
Christkindl cancel. The first 
Christkindl (Christ Child) cancel was 
in 1950 in the little settlement related 
to the Christkindl church and hostel 
near Steyr. 

In 1950, a temporary post office for 
the Christmas season serviced 42,330 
covers with the first special Christmas 
postmark for Christkindl. Fifteen years 
later, in I 965, the custom of a single 
Christmas postmark was changed to 
allow two postmarks annually - one 
postmark to be used through December 
26, and a second (Epiphany) postmark 
to be used from December 27 through 
January 6. In 1974, 1,680,000 covers 
and cards were serviced. The "4411" in 
both the postmarks is the postal code 
for Christk.indl (Figure 5). Note this 
piece has both cancels! Pre-Christmas, 
December 6, 1965, and pre-Epiphany, 
January 6, 1966. The date order of the 
foreign postmarks is the day, month, 
and then the year. 

Starting a Christmas collection 
Each year countries around the 

world are issuing more Christmas 

stamps and related items. You may 
begin by randomly collecting used, 
or mint, from all countries and sub
topics. 

As you get started, you may want 
to store your stamps on black 
stockbook pages until you are ready 
to mount them on plain white pages 
in the manner you choose. One-sided 

. black stockbook pages allow you to 
make notes about the stamps on the 
opposite page. If you want to collect 
by country, you could narrow the 
field to searching for the first Christ
mas stamp issued by each country, 
for which a checklist.is available. 

When you find you wish to narrow 
the field either because of expense, 
time, or a special interest, you'll 
want to start a checklist, or use a 
handbook from the ATA or the 
CO ROS society. If you'd like further 
information about checklists or 
handbooks, write to me at: 425 No. 
Linwood Ave., #110, Appleton, WI 
54914. When you've decided on your 
specialty, the "fun of the chase" 
begins! ■ 

References 
"Putting Christmas into Your Stamp 

Album," American Philatelic Society 
booklet, 1963 

"75 Years of Christmas Stamps," 
COROS Handbook No. 5, 1972 

"Six More Years of Christmas 
Stamps," COROS Handbook No. 6, 
1978 

Assorted "Christmas Parade" columns, 
The COROS Chronicle 
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Philatelic Christmas order 

The holiday season is a perfect time to 
introduce the stamp collecting hobby 
to a youngster. I am very pleased to be 
able to offer you some materials that 
will help to make your holiday shop
ping a little easier and to give you an 
opportunity to promote the hobby. 

Your cost will be postage on Iv. 
Send mint gummed postage or a check 
made out to me. Orders received by 
December 20, 1994, will be processed 
immediately, and you should still have 
the items in time for Christmas. The 
offer positively expires ,January 31, 

~-
Package A 

This package is geared toward the 
young collector, ages seven and under. 
Postage is $2.36. Contents include: 

(1) Benjamin Franklin Stamp Club 
Coloring Book - a free U.S. Postal 
Service publication that introduces the 
exciting world of stamp collecting 
through stamps that can be colored. 

(2) My Stamp Album - the popular 
American Stamp Dealer's Association 
album that allows youngsters to follow 
their own collecting interests. Each of 
the 18 pages has a space at the top for 
a heading such as the name of a topic 
or country. Some of the pages have 
been designed to suggest different 
topics. Other pages have a free-form 
design. 

(3) The Stamp Zone - a new bicol
ored monthly magazine geared toward 
the young stamp collector. An applica
tion blank will also be enclosed so you 
can send for the free subscription. 

Package B 

This package is suggested for the 8-
to 12-year-old beginning collector. 
Priority Mail will be used. Send $2.90 ' 
in postage. Package B contains: 

(1) My Stamp Album - described 
above. 

(2) The Stamp Zone - also de
scribed above. 

(3) Linn's "Stamp Collecting Made 
Easy" booklet. 
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Joinin 
(4) Do Something Wild - Collect 

Stamps - a large colorful poster from 
the 1992 October Stamp Collecting 
Month promotion by the U.S. Postal 
Service. 

(5) 1992 Stamp Collecting Month 
activity booklet. 

(6) Junior Philatelists of America 
literature, including the pamphlet 
"Getting Started in Stamp Collecting" 
and a IPA membership application. 

Package C 

This is for intermediate and iid
vanced youth collectors, as well as 

with Juniors 
beginning adults. It is a copy of Steven 
Rod's "An Introduction to Stamp 
Collecting." The paperback book 
originally retailed for $2.95. It can be 
yours for postage of 98¢. 

To complete any of the packages 
described above, add a glassine enve
lope of 100 or so hinges and a small 
packet of stamps from your duplicates. 
Whether gifts or stocking ·stuffers, 
these inexpensive items could be the 
beginning of a new hobby for your 
special youngster. 

(continued on p. 9) 

ROCK AIRES 
COLLECTABLES 

I STORE I 

2026 Windsor Rd., Loves Park, IL 61111 
(815) 877-ROCK 

Hours 
11 :00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. daily 

10:00 a.m. - .4:00 p.m. Wed. and Sat. 

Stamps - PostarHistory - Supplies 
Postcards - Antiques 

Boxes and sleeves for the stamp and postcard collector. 



By Greaa Greenwald. 405 Hinman Ave .. Marshfield. WI 54449-3860 
Mbr .. Central Wisconsin Stamp Club 

Joining with 
Juniors 

U.S. Varieties Clearinghouse (continued/romp. 8) 

With the new rates scheduled to take 
place early next year, it might be a 
good time to make sure that you have 
acquired the new varieties of the 
current-rate stamps before they go off 
sale. This month, I'll go over some 
varieties of 29¢ stamps. 

In 1992, the 

&,~·S·9·A· ---,- " ' " "''" ' !~:~ °!!n-
Printing produced 
the 29¢ Wood 
Duck booklet 
(Scott #2493), 

issued as a single pane of IO stamps 
·with the plate number 4444. The new 
variety was issued on prephosphored 
paper with surface taggant. In addition, 
there is a good chance that some of the 
booklets that contain 20 stamps were 
printed on the same paper. The previ
ous version of the BEP's 29¢ Wood 
Duck was overall tagged. You may 
still be able to buy the booklets at 
some philatelic centers. 

Another book
let, this time the 
29¢ Tulip pro
duced by KCS 
Industries (Scott 
#2527), also had a 
paper-type change 

By Gordy Lindner, Green Bay 
Philatelic Society 

From Gordy's Et 
Cetera Collection 
This is from a set of 30 Japanese 

HBC Nature Conservation souvenir 

sheets. Five sheets were issued in six 

different areas of nature conserva

tion. The souvenir sheet shown here 

is from the land wonders group. 

Other groups are mammals, birds, 

flowers, sea creatures, and insects. 

when it was reprinted. The new variety 
was issued on prephosphored paper 
with embedded taggant. matte-finish 
gum, and carries the plate number 
K3333. The previous version, with 
plate numbers Kl 111 or K2222, was 
printed on prephosphored paper with 
surface taggant and shiny gum. The 
Philatelic Fulfillment Service Center 
order number for a booklet of 20 is 
6641X. 

The third 29¢ 
stamp that I'll 
deal with this 
month is the 
Computer Vended 
Postage coil 
produced by the 

BEP (Scott #CVP31). The new variety 
was issued on prephosphored paper 
with embedded taggant and shiny gum. 
The previous version was printed on 
prephosphored paper with surface 
taggant and dull-finish gum. The 
Philatelic Fulfillment Service Center 
order number for a single stamp is 
9344; the order number for a plate strip 
of 30 is 9345. 

Please direct comments/questions to 
me at the address shown above. If a 
response is requested, please include a 
SASE. ■ 

The Junior Philatelists of America 
also is running a special promotion 
during the holiday season. For every 
new member signing up before the end 
of the year, a packet of 100 stamps will 
be sent. This is in addition to the 
goodie packet that new members 
receive. Membership benefits include a 
subscription to the bimonthly newslet

ter, The Philatelic Observer, Members 
can also join various study groups, find 
pen pals, and participate in auctions. I 

personally keep track of all Wisconsin 
members and write to them three times 
a year notifying them of Wisconsin 

shows I will be at and arranging for 
meetings. Membership is a bargain at 
$9 a year. A family membership is also 
available. You can receive JPA infor
mation for a large SASE with 52¢ 
postage. 

All requests should be sent to: 
Mary Ann Bowman, P.O. Box 1451, 

Waukesha, WI 53187. Any combina

tion of two of the above packages can 
be sent at the Priority Mail rate for a 

postage savings. 

Best wishes for a Happy Holiday 

Season! ■ 

HBC NATURE CONSERVATION CAMPAIGN SEAL 

Geol ogy Se r ies 1 a~ti<7Jit THE HAGOROMO FALLS 

Plitf/1!! .l:lllffllll!/llfflT ltiliiil!ml£.j/,ij' ~lilffil>• ', ll!rn*~40c!c a. *1!ltl1 
!ilIL:,}lliitl<7J,'1).~IJ/ll.l:it. ;,;'M*i:l:,Q. ;8;~'.t:1<, 250, - r JI,• jtifiill~
<7litt'. B*t> t Mi~L'li~:C::{Jl:. :<1Jitli .ct\Bli ilH1ii!I//illl. ,1>ar,1HH:i'llt 
ill//illl, l'ff!IHE~~t'i'lctl11l/1:!!;f.-,-C N ~ ll!!'llt<7Jffl~l:J. QiiA,!IJlt~Q, 
~l,fW/IH:. t.: -, -Cl<!Wi<7JIJ!.f11t;@!~t; L 'Cl• Q 0 
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Show Calendar and Registry 

Feb. 12, 1995 
CENWISPEX '95 

Central Wisconsin Stamp Club 
Cranbrries Hall 

Hwy. 13-West, Wisconsin Rapids 
(Contact: Dave Carney, P.O. Box 

1122, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 -
phone (715) 325-3211) 

Mar. 4 - 5, 1995 
STAMPFEST '95 

Milwaukee Philatelic Society 
St. Aloysius Gonzaga Hall 

1435 So. 92nd St., West Allis 
(Contact: Doug Galaszewski, 9906 W. 
Grantosa Dr., Wauwatosa, WI 53222 

- phone (414) 463-1570) (2195) 

April 1 - 2, 1995 
SHEPEX '95 

Sheboygan Stamp Club 
Rehabilitation Center of Sheboygan 

1305 St. Clair Ave., Sheboygan 
(Contact: Perry Harris, P.O. Box 907, 

Sheboygan, WI 53082) 

April 22 - 23, 1995 
WISCOPEX '95 

hosted by Badger Stamp Club 
Holiday Inn Southeast, I-90 & 

Hwy. 12/18 (Exit 142B), Madison 
(Contact: Karen Weigt, 4184 Rose Ct., 

Middleton, WI 53562 - phone 
(414) 836-1509) 

List your show, bourse, auction or event 
~ .EBEE for WFSC member-club shows - classlfled rates for 
~ non-members and all other events 

Feb. 18 - 19, 1995 
STAMP SHOW '95 

Kenosha Stamp and Cover Club 
St. Mark's Auditorium 

7202 Sheridan Rd., Kenosha 
(Contact: Dennis Mueller, 7620 - 10th 

Ave., Kenosha, WI 53143) 

Mar. 18 - 19, 1 995 
BAYPEX '95 

Green Bay Philatelic Society 
Downtowner Best Western Motel 

321 So. Washington St., Green Bay 
(Contact: Gordy Lindner, 1002 

Amberly Tr., Green Bay, WI 54311) 

~::,,i~1!: 
KCS BOOKLETS (Sept. ATFP). 

Interested in contacting other special
ists. Wanted: cut marks, varieties, 
EFO's, sleeve numbers. Brian Liedtke, 
1701 Birchwood, Appleton, WI 54914. 
(Owagame Phil. Soc.) 

SUPPORT your hobby's future! 
Become an Adult Supporting Member 
of the Junior Philatelists of America. 
For information: Pres. Brian Liedtke, 
1701 Birchwood, Appleton, WI 54914. 
(Owagame Phil. Soc.) 

HOLIDAY GREETINGS. On 
behalf of myself and the members of 
the Waukesha County Philatelic 
Society I wish everyone the merriest 
Christmas ever. Robert J. Mather. 
(Waukesha Co. Phil. Soc., 

Feb. 18, 1995 
35th ANNUAL EXHIBITION 

ANDBOURSE 
Janesville Stamp Club 

Craig Center, Fairgrounds 
(Contact: Val Cook, 1604 So. Crosby, 

Janesville, WI 53546 - phone 
(608) 754-6497) 

Mar. 25 - 26, 1995 
OUTAPEX '95 

Outagamie Philatelic Society 
Columbus Club 

2531 N. Richmond St., Appleton 
(Contact: Al Marcus, P.O. Box 11, 

Appleton, WI 54912) 

FREE MAilrBID 
SALE 

CATALOG 
1000 LOTS EVERY 4-6 

WEEKS, US & WORLD WIDE 

ALMAJO STAMPS 
P.O. BOX 45 

WEYERHAEUSER. Wl 
54895-0045 

Member: APS, ATA, BIA, GPS, 
WVPS, ETC. 

Store: 222 4th St. Phone: 715-353-2919 

We Buy Collections 
and Accumulations! 

Correction - November '94 "First Day Cover Collecting: 
Spotlighted or in Passing" column 

In my introduction to Hank Schmidt's new column, I inadvertently referred to the 
American First Day Cover Society's publication First Days as a "newsletter." This 
first-rate publication is more correctly classified as a "journal." [Ed.] 



Member: 
Valerie Cook 
This month we feature Valerie Cook, 
the secretary-treasurer of the 
Janesville Stamp Club for the past 
two years. Valerie started collecting 
stamps as a young girl of seven, but 
has been a club member for only the 
last three or four years. She has 
gotten quite involved with the club 
and is one of the key organizers of 
the annual Janesville Stamp Club 
show, which is held the third Satur
day in February. She solicits dealers 
for the club show and writes a lot of 
letters on behalf of the club. Valerie 
also has served as delegate for her 
club at the WFSC Annual Business 
Meeting. 

Like many of us, Valerie's child
hood interest in stamps waned as she 
grew older, and her album was set 
aside and forgotten for a time. About 
1 O years after she was married, she 
"rediscovered" the old album, and it 
immediately sparked a new interest 
in the hobby. The album was the size 
of a magazine and had a grand total 
of 332 stamps in it. She still has that 
album today, but her collection has 
grown to several very large albums 
and many thousands of stamps. 

Valerie started out as a worldwide 
collector and although she still 
collects foreign stamps, her main 
interest js in filling out her United 
States collection. It is becoming 
difficult, however, as the stamps that 

By Robert J. Mather. Waukesha County 
Philatelic Society 

Who's 
Who in the 
WFSC 

she does not have are quite expensive. 
She collects one mint, one used, one 
plate black, and one first-day cover of 
each issue. She sometimes makes her 
own cachets for the first-day covers, 
and she sometimes buys Artcraft 
cachets. Over the years, Valerie has 
subscribed to the likes of the 
Jamestown Stamp Co., sometimes 
subscribing to 15 or 20 at a time, until 
just the postage became a problem. She 
buys mission mixes as a source for her 
collection and will occasionally buy a 
collection if the price is right. She does 
have a special feeling for Vatican 
stamps among her worldwide interests. 

Valerie sometimes thinks about 
topical collecting, but has not yet 
found that one subject that jumps out 
at you and says "Yes, this is it!" 

As for personal data, Valerie has 
been married to Arthur for 34 years. 
They have four grown children -
David, Daniel, Stephen, and Brenda. 
Valerie got them all started in stamp 
collecting as children, but only Brenda 
has an interest in the hobby today. 
Valerie lives in the city of Janesville 
and has worked for 14 years at North
west Fabrics and Crafts in Janesville. 
She is currently a supervisor for that 
firm . Her ancestors on her father 's side 
immigrated from Germany six or seven 
generations ago. Her mother's ances
tors were French and German. 

Hobbies other than stamp collecting 
include quilting, crafts, knitting, cro
cheting, cross-stitching, and sewing. 
She sews some of her own clothes, as 

well as some for her four grandchil
dren. She has a passive solar green
house in her home and tried to raise 
tomatoes year round. By cross
pollinating them with a brush, she 
was able to raise seven-foot tall 
plants, but has had no luck in getting 
fruit. Valerie is also active in St. 
Mary's Catholic church in Janesville. 

Valerie tells an interesting story 
about one time when she was going 
through a dealer's 50¢ and $1 cover 
stock. She came across what she 
thought was a facsimile of U.S. Scott 
#1 on cover. When she pulled it out 
to buy it (thinking that was the 
closest she would ever get to owning 
a number one on cover), the dealer 
took it and would not sell it to her. 
He said, "Do you know what you've 
got there? That's a number one." She 
was close, but no cigar. 

Her words of wisdom to other 
collectors are that you can learn so 
much through stamp collecting about 
the rest of the world: geography, 
customs, history, people, plants, and 
animals. Stamp collecting is also 
very relaxing and rewarding~ 

As one of the key members of the 
Janesville Stamp Club, Valerie has 
touched a lot of people in the hobby. 
We are delighted with the contribu
tion that she has made and hope she 
continues to remain active in the 
hobby for many years to come. Our 
thanks and best wishes for the future 
go out to her. ■ 
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l'lt\n;'--- l,elow, who have donated 

-~ toward this ad in support ~-!91 

of WFSC and Acrossr-;:;.;,a~ 

MMS, Billy Mitchell Chapter 

Badger Stamp Clul, 

Central Wisconsin Stamp Clul, 

Fond du Lac Stamp Clul, 

Germany Philatelic Society 

Chapter #18 (Henrich von Stephan) 
Manitowoc Philatelic Society 

Milwaukee Philatelic Society 

Northwoods Philatelic Society (Iron Mountain) 

Oshkosh Philatelic Society 

Outagamie Philatelic Society 

Polish American Stamp Clul, 

Ripon Philatelic Society 
Sheboygan Stamp Cluv 

Wauwatosa Philatelic Society 

Wisconsin Valley Philatelic Society 
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