
Property of . 
ioon Philatelic Research L1bf61"/ 

p..ner p o Box 8000 
· ll~e, PA 16803 

NEWSLETTER OF THE WISCONSIN FEDERATION OF STAMP CLUBS 

Inside 
President's Message 
Page 1 

Letters 
Page 2 

Club News 
Page2 

Editor's Comments 
Page 3 

"Winter's" Close Call 
Page 3 

The Club Co-op 
Page4 

First Day Cover Collecting 
Page 5 

Christkindl, Austria, and it's Special 
Cancellations 
Pages 6-8 

1995 Christkindl Cancellations 
Pages 

Joining with Juniors 
Page 9 

On Wisconsin 
Page 9 

Show Calendar and Registry 
Page 10 

Who's Who in the WFSC 
Page 11 

Christmas/Season's Greetings 
Page 12 

By WFSC President Greg $. Schmidt 

Changing of the Guard 
With this 
issue comes 
the end of my 
six-year 
journey of 
serving the 
WFSC as vice 
president and 
president. 
During those 
last six years, 

many people and events have affected 
the direction of the Wisconsin Federa
tion of Stamp Clubs. 

I remember being asked in 1989 by 
the then Vice President Ray Vedder to 
run for his position as he moved up to 
the presidency. The next two years saw 
the ongoing process of having our 
group approved for non-profit tax 
status . With the help of Mary Ann 
Bowman and Jim Maher, the current 
BLUE BOOK came to fruition in 1991. 
The Judging Committee made great 
strides in judging criteria and uniform 
judging sheets. 

After one two-year term and with 
my business taking more of my free 
time, I turned down the nomination for 
president, but decided to stay on as 
vice president. Erik Martini was 
elected to the presidency. All was 
running rather smoothly until I re
ceived that fateful call in early 1993 
and learned that Erik had passed away. 
Suddenly , I was thrust into the position 
of president. 

The following months went surpris
ingly well, due in part to the support 
and guidance of people such as Karen 
Weigt, Deanna Juhnke and countless 

others. During this time, Al Marcus 
agreed to come on and fill out my term 
as vice president. The newsletter, as 
you see it today, was already taking 
shape, with Karen Weigt as the driving 
force behind the new format. 

In 1994, this "President's Message" 
and the new newsletter format were 
launched. Throughout the year, we saw 
an increased number of articles written 
by various WFSC members. Doug 
Galaszewski became the new vice 
president, and the idea for single-frame 
exhibits was born at the state show 
(WISCOPEX) in Stevens Point. Work 
began on initial criteria and judging 
sheets for this new exhibiting category. 
The paperwork continued for our 
group to attain non-profit tax status. 
The BLUE BOOK continued to be 
updated, and those pages were distrib
uted to WFSC clubs at the annual 
convention. 

1995, the final year: The WFSC 
finally achieved permanent IRS non
profit, charitable status, thanks to the 
efforts of the Finance Committee and 
Karen Weigl. We must not forget Ray 
Vedder, who got the ball rolling on this 
effort in the first place. At the annual 
convention in Madison, Doug 
Galaszewski announced his resignation 
from not only his position as vice 
president, but all WFSC activities. 

. Doug, thank you, for all your efforts 
throughout the years. Al Marcus again 
agreed to fill out a vice president's 
term - this time for Doug. Jerry 
Weasner became our president-elect. 

(continued on p. 3) 
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~· Letters · 
from Clete Delvaux (Green Bay Philatelic Society) - "I like the idea of the 

new Display Class of exhibits that the WFSC is planning to introduce at 
WISCOPEX '96. It may get me to try my hand at exhibiting again. 

"My first experience with exhibiting came at WISCOPEX '84. (President 
Greg Schmidt will probably remember my letter to the editor then.) It was a 
one-frame, 16-page try. I didn't expect to win anything. What I did expect was 

some feedback, some evaluation on the part of judges as to how I might im
prove or whether it was not worth the effort to try to improve it. After all, it is 

a lot of effort. 
"So, if the WFSC decides to use judges 'in this new category, I'd like to 

suggest that the judges give entrants a copy of their feedback, no matter how 
simple. Feedback is the essence of learning - of wanting to try again." 

Club News 
JANESVILLE STAMP CLUB CONTEST RESULTS 

In September, the Janesville Stamp 
Club sponsored a youth cachet-design 
contest using the U.S. Postal Service 
Kids Care About Environment stamps 
as the theme. The contest was pro
moted among Janesville-area schools . 
Over 270 entries were received and, 
via vote, the club membership selected 
the winning entry (shown here) . 

The winner, 10-year-old Sarah 
Jorgenson, attends St. John Vianney 
Cathqlic School. She won a $50 sav
ings bond that was presented to her at 
the October club meeting. The design 
will be used as the show cover cachet 
for the club's 1996 Annual Show and 
Bourse that will be held in February . 
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ACROSS THE FENCE POST is the official publication of the 

Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs, Inc., a 501 (c)3 non-profit 

organization and life member of the APS since 1953. For 

WFSC membership information, contact the Central Office. 

ATFP is published monthly Sept.-Apr.; bimonthly May-Aug. 

News of Wisconsin collectors, club news and gratis orig inal 

articles related to philately are welcomed. The editor accepts submissions in any 

format, but reserves the right to make minor editing changes to conform with our 

style sheet. Material not carrying an individual copyright notice may be reproduced 

only by not-for-profit organizations, provided the author(s) and publication receive 

credit for any reprinted material. Unless explicitly stated by an officer in conjunc

tion with official WFSC business, opinions expressed by individual authors are not 

necessarily endorsed by the WFSC. 

Submission deadlines are for the month preceding month of publication 

as follows: advertising-1st of the month; editorial matter-5th of the 

month. Send all ATFP items to: Karen Weigt, Interim Editor, ATFP, 4184 Rose 

Ct. , Middleton, WI 53562 - phone (608) 836-1 509 [online: CompuServe -

76026,2461 / Internet - 76026.2461 @compuserve.com]. For a complete list of 

advertising rates and policies (display, classified and listings) , see the May-June 

'95 issue of ATFP, or request a copy from the interim editor. 
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THANK YOU, Greg Schmidt! 
Throughout your presidency you've 

abundantly recognized others for their 
service to the WFSC. On behalf of the 
entire membership, I'm now taking the 
liberty of expressing our appreciation 
to YOU for all your time and efforts. 

On a personal note, as secretary of 
the WFSC since 1985, I served with 
four presidents prior to when Greg 
took over. While each had their own 
way of doing things, I especially 
enjoyed working with Greg. But, our 
mutual admiration society doesn't end 
here, as Greg has assured the Execu
tive Board that he'll remain active as 
an ex-officio officer and in other 
capacities, too, if called upon. 

Next month, you'll see Jerry D. 
Weasner's photo in the, "President' s 
Message" column. I've known Jerry 
for many years and have every bit of 
confidence in his leadership abilities . 
An added benefit is his wonderful 
sense of humor. 

While handing out acknowledge
ments, I also want to say how delighted 
I am to see 16 supporters of this year's 
Christmas/Holiday ad. We need this 
income and encouragement to keep 
ATFP afloat. 

Thank you also to Dan Hammell for 
the great article about Christkindl 
cancels (pp. 6-8).,Note that if you want 
to get one for Christmas '95, you'd 
better hurry. These special cancella
tions aren't available for up to 30 days 
as they are in the United States. 

I'm still ravaged with teeth-gritting 
computer problems, and as soon as this 
issue is put to bed, I'm back to trying 
to work out the bugs . As my husband 
(the dentist) keeps assuring me, 
though, eventually I'll get it all config
ured and hopefully before I require his 
professional services. 

My personal holiday greetings to all 
of you and, as always, I look forward 
to receiving your comments, articles 
(still looking for a dog sled cover), 
suggestions for articles, etc. In the 
spirit of the season, consider filling 
my mailbox! ■ 

President's Message 
( continued from p. 1) 

WISCOPEX '95 was also the first time 
out for single-frame exhibits , with 
'improvements to the criteria being 
worked on as we speak. 

I with to thank all the people I have 
had the pleasure to be associated with. 
Karen W eigt has helped out in count
less ways as newsletter editor, secre
tary, publicity and public relations 
efforts, and the list goes on and on. 
Many thanks to WFSC Treasurer 
Deanna Juhnke and her fine work as 
chairman of the Finance Committee; to 
Al Marcus, for stepping in when we 
were in need of a vice president 
(twice!), and for serving on the News
letter Committee; to Frank Moertl, 
who handles updating our Hall of Fame 
book; to Vern Witt, chairman of the 

Bv Vern Witt. Sheboygan Stamp Club 

Judging Committee: to Mary Ann 
Bowman for her work with youth and 
WFSC publicity and public relations; to 
Bob . Mather for all his past efforts as 
the sole member of the Wisconsin 
Stamp Suggestion Committee (still 
vacant) ; to Ron Hayes for his Newslet
ter Committee activities; to all of the 
WFSC Regional VPs, and various 
committee chairs and their members . I 
hope I haven' t missed anyone, but if I 
have, it was not intentional. 

Finally, I wish to thank all the 
members of the WFSC for the support I 
receiyed during the last three years of 
my presidency. I hope you will lend 
the same support to your new presi
dent, Jerry D . Weasner. 

Thank you all! !! ■ 

"Winter's" Close Call 
Lippers Mills was founded in 1847 by 
immigrants from "Detmold on the 
Lippe" in Germany. Lippers Mills was 
later changed to Franklin, Sheboygan 
County. Mail service was available in 
Sheboygan and Sheboygan Falls prior 
to 1840 and was then forwarded to 
Pitchville. Pitchville 's name was 
changed to Howard, then Howard's 
Grove, then Howards Grove
Millersville , (the longest city name in 
United States mail directories), and 
now is known as Howards Grove. 

The "Lippers" began to build 
houses as they knew in Germany - by 
hand. Winter came and no house was 
complete so they accepted help from 
the Indians who showed them how to 
build "leaf houses." After a severe 
winter, they built a church to give 
thanks and they needed a pastor. 

H.A. Winter was a traveling pastor 
and agreed to guide them. At the time, 
he serviced Saron Church in 
Sheboygan Falls, ZV AR Church in 
Rhine , Mosel Church, and Salem
Plankroad Church west of Sheboygan 
Falls . Later, he helped found nine 
others in Wisconsin. 

He originally dreamed of founding a 
German theological college in 1851 , 
and during his travels collected money 
and help toward this end. Traveling to 
four churches on foot was quite a task 
each Sunday. He would go to Pitch ville 
(Howards Grove) on Saturday to pick 
up what mail he could to deliver the 
next day. 

A severe and sudden snowstorm 
caught him en route one Saturday night 
in December and blocked visibility. 
Since this was dense forest and the trail 
was tree-blazed, he lost his way and 
settled under a tree for the night. The 
temperature dropped severely and he 
was incoherent when Indians found 
him. They sheltered him in their lodge 
overnight and when he awoke to leave 
for his churches, the first thing he 
inquired about was his mail pouch, 
which the Indians had brought along 
and he went on his merry way. ■ 

References: 

"Origins," Lakeland College 
"Lippe-Detmolder Settlement in 

Wisconsin," Jerome Arpke 

3 



By WFSC Secy. Karen Weigt 

4184 Rose Ct., Middleton, WI 53562 

"The secretary-treasurer, in recog

nition of his considerable duties, shall 

be allowed compensation of 20 percent 

of the total membership fees paid." 
This was WFSC policy from the 

time of its inception in 1932 through 

the early 1970s, when compensation 

was no longer allowed. In 1978, the 
office of secretary-treasurer was di
vided to create two separate positions . 

I thought the idea of monetary 
compensation for service to any local 

(or regional) hobby club had become a 

thing of the past. That was, however, 

until Post Scripts, newsletter of the 
Kenosha Stamp and Cover Club, 
published an announcement that the 
group recently approved a constitu
tional amendment regarding the matter. 

Apparently, KSCC's treasurer tradi
tionally received a sum equal to 50¢ 
per member per year. The amendment 
still allows compensation, but the 
amount, if any, is now at the discretion 

of the Executive Board. 
Obviously, no one is going to feed a 

family on a percentage of a local club's 
annual dues . But, is there an advantage 

to some monetary compensation for an 
officer; newsletter editor, etc .? Does it 

promote diligence in duty and an 
incentive to participate? Is it really any 

different than distributing stamp bucks 

for club service? 
I have mixed emotions about this 

issue. First, let' s not confuse compen

sation with reimbursement for actual 

expenses incurred. The club should 

always provide reimbursements. Some

times, though, there are undocument

able hidden costs to service, and this is 

where compensation is a plus. 

The downside of compensation is 

that the membership' s view of this 

benefit is often distorted. It fails to 

consider those hidden costs when it 

doles out-the club 's meager affordable 

amount. It also tends to look at the 

recipient as an employee. At the very 
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least, the recipient experiences self
induced pressure to perform a respec

tive service as though it was the bread 
and butter on the table. In my opinion, 

that's not what hobbies are all about. 
I'd like to hear your comments 

about this subject. I'm also wondering 

if any other WFSC member club allows 
compensation for club service. 

• 
Speaking of the Kenosha Stamp 

and Cover Club, I'd like to compli
ment their newsletter editor, Serge 
Logan, on the face-lift to Post Scripts . 
It's a great two-column, computer
generated publication that now includes 

illustrations. 
Another positive of Post Scripts is 

that it is usually franked with a stamp 
from a current commemorative mini

sheet of multiple designs. Members 
who don't collect United States issues 

return the canceled stamps to the club, 
and accumulated sets are given away as 
door prizes. The KSCC has gone 
through the World War II and Civil 
War issues, and is now using the 
American Comic Strips stamps. 

There's more about the KSCC, too. 

At their sixth year of participation at 

the "Just Say No Rally " at Carthage 
College, the club distributed philatelic 

literature and a whopping 600+ pack
ets of stamps! 

What others are doing 

Last week I received Vol. I, No. l 

of The Oshkosh Philatelic News, edited 
by Hank Schmidt, who is also the 
Oshkosh Philatelic Society's new 
president. Good goin' OPS! I'm de

lighted to add your publication to my 

list of incoming newsletters . 
A feature st<;>ry in the newsletter 

relates that the Oshkosh Postmaster 
wants to promote a sports aviation 
issue, with a first day held at a future 

EAA convention. OPS has endorsed the 

project and offered its assistance. 
I heard the Ripon Philatelic Society 

planned to provide a display for Octo

ber National Stamp Collecting Month 

at the Ripon Library. I'm looking 
forward to receiving the details. 

The Waukesha County Philatelic 
Society held its annual major fall 
auction on October 26. It consisted of 

79 lots. The WCPS regularly holds 
mini-auctions throughout the year. 

1996 officers of the Wauwatosa 
Philatelic Society are: Pres. Rosemary 

Jahnke, VP Doug Van Beek, Secy
Treas . Walter Jaglowski, and Board 

Member Don Birschel. The topic for 

the group's November 21 meeting was 
"surprise." I'm wondering if this was 
another way of stating "to be an

nounced" or if attendees did have a 
genuine surprise in store for them! 

The North Shore Philatelic Society 
of Milwaukee 1996 officers are: Pres. 
Linda Brothen, VP Robert Henak, 
Secy . Roberta Bicha and Treas. Robert 
Mather. 

Members of the Northwestern 
Mutual Stamp Club (Milwaukee) 
played bingo at their November meet

ing. Bingo Nite is an annual event for 
. this group. 

The Northwoods Philatelic Society 
(Iron Mountain, MI) participated in 
the local mall's annual International 
Fair. Members set up stamp exhibits , 

staffed a table and distributed philatelic 
literature. Youth were invited to guess 
the number of stamps in a jar and pick 

free stamps from a mixture. The jar of 
stamps went to the youngster with the 
closest guess . 

The vice president of the Lake 
County Philatelic Society (Gurnee, 
IL) is campaigning for new members. 

His publicity includes press releases to 
the local news media about LCPS 
meetings and posters to all local librar
ies . He additionally regularly scans the 
American Philatelic Society's list of 
new members published in the Ameri
can Philatelist. If he spots someone in 

the Gurnee area, he sends the indi
vidual a copy of the LCPS newsletter 

and a personal invitation to a meeting. 
Finally, 'tis the season and many 

WFSC clubs are looking forward to 
their annual holiday parties. ■ 



By Hank Schmidt, Box 6, Winnebago, WI 54985-0006 
Mbr., Oshkosh Philatelic Society 

Fir 
Sp 

over Collecting: 
d or in Passing 

As readers of Across the Fence Post, 
you may have noticed an article in this 
series that appeared in the May-June 
1995 issue where I explored the meth
ods/topics related to first-day cover 
collecting. I stated that the methods of 
FDC collecting parallel general philat
ely rather closely, but with some 
exceptions. Keeping this in mind, you 
may have considered that the entire 
methodology of FDC collecting had 
been explored in sufficient detail. 
There is, however, one method that is 
exclusive to FDC collecting, and this is 
the collecting of first cachets - the 
first attempt at cachetmaking. 

Generally speaking, cachetmakers' 
first efforts are often a long way from 
their best work because the field is new 
and knowledge is often limited. After 
that first cachet has entered the market 
(usually the resale market), cachet
makers begin to hear critiques from 
other cachetmakers and/or collectors 
(mostly collectors). This experience 
plus self-criticism prompt improve
ment. Thus, cachetmakers often do 
not reach their zenith until after a 
few to a great many cachets have 
been marketed. 

Then again, there are some first 
cachets that display rather sophisticated 
art work. The new cachetmaker who 
has mastered his skills usually main
tains this high level of cachet art or 
looses motivation and then, sadly 
enough, quality begins to deteriorate. 

case, it is quite possible for a 
cachetmaker to have multiple first 
cachets, limited only by the number of 
signatures used. 

The cachet illustrated below is one 
of two so-called first cachets produced 
by Charles J. Peirce, proprietor of the 
New Deal Cover Service, that later 
was known as the Oshkosh Cover 
Service. This is the first cachet for the 
New Deal Cover Service, which oper
ated during the 1930s. Most experts 
agree that this is Peirce's actual first 
cachet. I would like to add that the late 
Charles Peirce was a longtime member 
of the Oshkosh Philatelic Society and 
the president of the WFSC for the 
1947-48 term. 

The introduction of a new line of 
cachets can be considered an historical 
event. Thus, there is an opportunity to 
possess and preserve an item of histori
cal significance with the additional 
potential of vigorous value apprecia
tion. Charles Peirce's first cachet sold 
for 11¢ when it made its debut in 1934. 
The current market value is in the 

neighborhood of $30. Taking into 
consideration a correction for inflation, 
this is an appreciation of about 2500 
percent over a period of 61 years. With 
the scarcity of first cachets published in 
the 1930s, which are still being traded, 
some first-cachet collectors have been 
known to bid up the price of such an 
item at auction to $50 or more. 

For the philatelist who is consider
ing putting together a collection of first 
cachets, I would highly recommend the 
acquisition of a publication titled 
Me/lane's First Cachets. This is a 
catalog of all known cachetmakers. By 
Scott number, it lists the stamp issue 
honored on their first cachets, the 
cachet signature used, as well as the 
cachetmaker's legal name and the 
stamp/item featured on their last ca
chets. If a cachetmaker continues to 
publish, this information is also re
corded in this volume. 

Me/lone 's First Cachets was updated 
in 1989 for the second time since its 
first appearance in 1980, with contin
ued updates appearing in First Days, 
the highly prized journal of the Ameri
can First Day Cover Society. In addi
tion, the AFDCS annually publishes a 
Current Cachetmaker's Directory, 
listing active cachetmakers. Let me 
know if you're interested in any of 
these publications. 

Now, and for what it might be 
worth, that's my corriment. So what's 
your comment? ■ 

Nu Deal eo..-SenJ.oe 
P.O. 8oz 41 
Oshkosh, fla. 

/ 
. J 

There is some debate as to what 
constitutes a "first cachet." Many 
cachetmakers have published under two 
or more signatures. Some collectors, 
therefore, feel that the very first cachet 
produced, regardless of the signature 
used (or not used), is the only legiti
mate first cachet. Others state that the 
first cachet published under a specific 
signature, regardless of the artist, is a 
legitimate first cachet. In the latter 

FDC for the Wisconsin Tercentenary stamp, issued in Green Bay on July 7, 1934. 
Autographed by Carl T. Arlt, who engraved the picture of the stamp. The cachet is 

considered the first one done by Charles J. Peirce. 
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By Daniel G. Hammell. Janesville Stamp Club 

Cliristk_indl .9Lustria 
and its Specia{ CatteeffatiotZS 

Dan Hammell 
has collected 

C l- Austrian phila-
R ISTKIN telic items for 

over 35 years. He has exhibited his 
many other collections at local club 
shows and at WISCOPEX. Dan is the 
immediate past-president of the Janes
ville Stamp Club and a member of the 
Walwonh County Stamp Club, Wiscon
sin Postal History Society, and Rossica 
Society of Russian Philately. He has 
written other anicles about postal 
history of the Wisconsin lead region. 

Christkindl ("Christ Child" in Ger
man) is a small village in Upper 
Austria built around a 16th century 
pilgrimage church. The Christkindl 
Post Office is open only during the 
Christmas season for the purpose of 
applying special cancellations. The 
few Christkindl residents receive no 
mail from this post office but must go 
to the nearby village of Unterhimmell 
for postal services. 

History of the Christkindl Church 

In 1691, Ferdinand Sertl affixed a 
painting of the Holy Family to a spruce 
tree in the current Christkindl area. He 
frequently prayed before the painting in 
the hope of a cure for his lingering 
disease . Four years later, the sisters 
from a convent at Steyr, which is three 
miles away, gave him a revered small 
wax model of the Christ Child. Sertl 
cut a niche in the tree to hold the 
Christ Child and visited it every Satur
day to pray. His faith was rewarded 
and his disease was cured. 

The area became a place of pilgrim
age and a chapel was built around the 
tree in 1697. 

Some time later, Italian architect 
Carlo Antonio Carlone designed a 
church to be built on the site, but he 
died before construction got underway. 
Jacob Prandtauer, a famous Austrian 
and architect, took over the project_. 
The cornerstone was laid on May 31, 
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Fig. 1 - Cacheted first-day cover of Austria Scott #625 issued November 29, 1958, 
depicting the church at Christkindl. 

Fig. 2 - first Christkindl cancel, 1950 

1708, and the first Mass in the new 
church was celebrated on September 
29, 1701.i. 

The Christkindl Church soon 
became the destination of a multitude 
of visitors on pilgrimage to this part 
of Austria. Figure 1 shows a first-day 
cover of an Austrian stamp that 
depicts the church at Christkindl. It 
was issued on November 29, 1958. 

The Cbristkindl Post Office 

Austrian children are taught that 
the Christ Child will bring their gifts 
to them on Christmas Eve rather than 
Santa Claus (Saint Nicholas), as is 
the tradition in other countries. The 
Austrian children's hopeful letters 
are, therefore, written to the Christ 
Child instead of to Santa Claus 
whose less important holiday is' 
celebrated on December 6. 

All letters are answered with a 
golden leaflet of an angel assuring the 
children that their letters have been 
referred to the proper party for 
receipt of their gifts on Christmas 
Eve. 

To handle special Christmas mail, 
the Austrian Postal Administration 
decided to open a temporary post 
office at Christkindl that would 
operate each year from early Decem
ber to January 6, which is Epiphany. 
Epiphany, the oldest Christian holi
day, is also called "Day of the Three 
Kings" after the three wise men who 
visited the Christ Child in Bethlehem 
to give Him their gifts on this day. 
Epiphany concludes the Christmas 
season. 



The new post office was opened 
on December 15, 1950, in a small 
room in the Inn David. Some 42,000 
pieces of mail were canceled during 
this first season. The special bright 
green cancel shows the Christ Child 
walking on clouds carrying a Christ
mas tree (Figure 2). The first tempo
rary post office proved so popular 
that the operation has been repeated 
every year since, with over 773,000 
pieces of mail handled during the 
1960 season and more than 1 . 5 
million pieces in 1970. 

Christkindl cancel designs 

Christkindl cancellations from 
1951 to 1957 were circular and 
featured the Christ Child (Figure 3). 
In 1958 they became rectangular and 
included various Christmas themes 
such as the carol "Silent Night, Holy 
Night" used for 10th anniversary 
cancellation of 1959 (Figure 4). 

A second cancellation was intro
duced in 1965. The traditional first 
cancel is applied from opening day, 
which is around December 1, 
through Christmas Day . The second 
is used until closing day on January 
6. The second cancel always depicts 
the three kings (Figure 5). Since 
1951, all Christkindl special cancels 
have been in black ink. 

Other Christkindl features 

Three different "via Christkindl" 
labels can be obtained at any Aus-

Fig. 5 - croppedfrom a cover
first and second (dual) cancels 

.,.,,,,,,1,,., 
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Fig. 3 - 1953 circular Christkindl cancel 
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Fig. 4 - Tenth anniversary rectangular Christmas carol cancellation of 1959. Cover 
includes a "via Christkindl" label. 

trian post office during the 
Christmas season. These labels, 
placed on any piece of mail 
directs that item to be sent to 
Christkindl where the special 
cancel is applied. The mail is 
then sent on to its final destina
tion (Figure 4). Registration of 
mail is also available at the 
Christkindl Post Office. 

(continued on p. 8) 

Fig. 6 - decorated balloon before 
launch at the Christkindl Church 



Christkindl 
Cancellations 
(continued from p. 7) 

Hot-air balloon flights were initiated 
in 1961 as a regular feature of the 
Christmas season. They originate from 
the Square at Christkindl Church and 
land in the surrounding area (Figures 6 
and 7). All proceeds of the flights go to 
the Austrian orphan children's villages. 

May Christkindl be ever busy 
during the Christmas season for many 
years to come, sending me my favorite 
special cancellations from the Austrian 
Postal Administration that produces so 
many other like items annually. ■ 

1995 Christkindl 
Cancellations 
To obtain the 1995 Christkindl cancels, 
send your request to: Post Office, 
A-4411, Christkindl, AUSTRIA. This 
year, the first cancel will be available 
December 1 through December 26. 
The second cancel will be applied 
December 27 through January 6. 
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Fig. 7 - Christkindl hot-air balloon flight cover 

A valid Austrian postage stamp(s) 
may be provided with your self-ad
dressed envelope and cancel request. 
When addressing your envelope, make 
sure there is enough space left for the 
postage and the commemorative post
mark that measures 25 mm by 63 mm. 
If Austrian postage is not available, 
you can enclose two International 
Reply Coupons or $2 in cash, whereby 

the Austrian Postal Administration will 
attach the 1995 Austrian Christmas 
stamp to your cover for cancellation. 

A combination of different can
cels on one addressed envelope is 
not admissible. You, therefore, 
must provide two separate envelopes 
if you want both the first and 
second cancellations. ■ 

Wanted To Buy 
•U.S. & World Wide Collections 
•Singles, Plate Blocks, Sheets 

1995 Aztction & Show Schedztle 

•Mint and Used 
•Accumulations 
r---------------------------------, !Please send me an Auction Catalog, 
I :Name: ____________ _ 

December 2 - 3 University of Wisconsin • Milwaukee, WI 
December 9 -10, Magna • Chicago, IL 

I 
:Address: ________ _ __ _ 
I 

8 

ICity: ____________ _ 
I 
!State:, _____ Zip: ______ _ 
I •Telephone: _________ _ 
L---------------------------------~ 

Richard E. Drews 
Philatelic Auctions 

Y;:Q( STAMP KING 
7139 West Higgins Road 
Chicago, IL 60656-1972 
1-800-919-BIDS (2437) 
(312) 775-2100 •FAX (312) 792-9116 
Store Hours: Monday - Saturday 9am - 6 m 



"Stamp Collecting" - a first guide 
(book review) 

I've discovered a perfectly wonderful 
book about stamp collecting that is sure 
to please any young stamp collector. In 
fact, I purchased two copies: one for 
my personal philatelic reference shelf 
and one for a school library. 

I am frequently asked to suggest 
reading materials about stamp collect
ing. Finding current philatelic litera
ture at the reading level and interest of 
a child is no easy task. Thus, I was 
especially pleased when I stumbled 
upon the book "Stamp Collecting," by 
Neill Granger. As I pride myself in 
keeping abreast of the trends in this 
fascinating field, I can't imagine 
how the book could have escaped 
my attention. 

I was first attracted to the book by 
its colorful cover illustrations. Avail
able in both hardcover and paperback, . 
the book has just slightly less than 100 
pages. Introductory paragraphs for 
each of the six chapters sets the tone 
for the remainder of the topics covered 
within. Every page you turn to has 
numerous multicolored stamp illustra
tions with short interesting captions. 
Each two-page spread is a complete 
mini-lesson in itself. 

Unlike many "ho~ to" books about 
stamp collecting, this book starts out 
with just the kind of interesting tidbits 
of information and trivia that encour
ages the child to read just one more 
page . After the reader has had an 
introduction to stamp curiosities, postal 
history, stamp printing methods, etc., 
the author gives helpful tips as to the 
tools of the trade, soaking stamps, 

caring for stamps, and other basics . 
The reader is treated like a young 

adult. Topics generally reserved for 
adult collectors are touched upon in 
such a way that they are not too over
bearing or too technical to appreciate 
and understand. 

The book concludes with informa
tion about collecting stamps by country 

By WFSC VP Youth Division MaryAnn Bowman 

Joining with Juniors 
and theme, as well as a chapter on the 
many ways that collectors can show 
and display their stamps. A mini-stamp 
identifier, glossary, and index com
plete this useful book for the collector. 

Although no information was given 
about the author, Neill Granger, I was 
not at all surprised to open the book 
and find that Brenda Ralph Lewis was 
the contributing editor. Lewis was the 
author of another children's book that I 
reviewed for these pages way back in 
1991. In fact, when I initially paged 
through this book, I instinctively knew 
that the book had been first published 
in Great Britain and could detect the 
influences of Brenda Ralph Lewis . 
Anyone familiar with her book 
"Stamps! A Young Collector's Guide" 
will undoubtedly have the same first 
impressions . 

As an educator by profession, I 
know that colorful illustrations and an 

By Steve Langkau 
Oshkosh Philatelic Society 

On Wisconsin 
In /998, the Badger State celebrates its 
150th anniversary of statehood. As a 
prelude to the occasion, this column 
regularly features a stamp, or other 
postal item, and story penaining to the 

· state of Wisconsin . 

For three genera

tions, the 
MacArthur family 

name was promi
nent in Wiscon

sin. Douglas 
MacArthur's 

grandfather was a 

lawyer and judge 

in Milwaukee. 

His father re
ceived the Con-

U.S. Scott # 1424 

gressional Medal of Honor during the 

Civil War and retired to Milwaukee as 

easy-to-read format will go far in 
attracting children to this book. I also 
know that many children will skip from 
page to page in a book without really 
reading the text. That is why I find this 
book so intriguing - a child can open 
the book to any two-page spread and be 
introduced to the world of stamps 
through the complete niini-lesson 
presented on those pages . 

The Granger book was designed and 
produced by Quarto Children's Books 
Ltd. , copyright 1994, in London. It 
was first published in the United States 
by The Millbrook Press. The hard
cover book .retails for approximately 
$17 and the paperback for $9.95. 

Collectors of all ages will find this 
an enjoyable book to read. With the 
gift-giving season rapidly approaching, 
think philatelies! What new or begin
ning collector can you entice into our 
hobby with this book? ■ 

a lieutenant general, and served as chief 
of staff of the U.S. Army. 

Douglas entered West Point as a 
cadet from Wisconsin in June 1899. 
During World War II, he was forced to 
retreat from the Philippines to Austra
lia and vowed to return. On October 
20, 1944, General Mac A.rthur landed 
at Leyte and spoke, "People of the 
Philippines, I have returned. " ■ 

Compliments of the Wisconsin 
Postal History Society 

County Postmark - These markings 
served to better identify the location of 
obscure post offices. 
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Show Ca endar and Regis ry 
List your show, bourse, auction or event 

&=- FREE for WFSC member-club shows - classified rates for 
non-members and all other events 

Feb. 11 
CENWISPEX '96 

Central Wisconsin Stamp Club 
Elk's Club, 1132 Clark St. 

Stevens Point 
(Contact: CENWISPEX '96, Box 1122, 

Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495) 

Mar. 2 - 4 
STAMPFEST '96 

Milwaukee Philatelic Society 
St. Aloysius Gonzaga Hall 

1435 So . 92nd St. , West Allis 
(Contact: John Fagan, W140 N7470 

Lilly Rd . , Menomonee Falls, WI 
53051 - phone (414) 251-0617 (2/96) 

May 4 - 5 
WISCOPEX '96 

hosted by 
Waukesha County Phil. Soc . 

Olympia Resort and Conference 
Center, Oconomowoc, WI (Contact: 

Robert J. Mather, S56-W29562 
Roanoke __ Dr., Waukesha, WI 53188) 

37th ANNUAL EXHIBITION 
ANDBOURSE 

Janesville Stamp Club, Craig Center, 
Fairgrounds, Janesville 

(Contact: Val Cook, 1604 So. Crosby, 
Janesville, WI 53546 -
phone (608) 754-6497) 

Mar. 16-17 
BAYPEX '96 

Green Bay Philatelic Society 
Downtowner Best Western Motel 

321 So. Washington St., Green Bay 
(Contact: Gordy Lindner, 1002 

Amberly Tr. , Green Bay, WI 54311) 

June 15 - 16 -. 
15th ANNUAL SHOW 

& BOURSE 
Northwoods Stamp and Coin Club 

Nicolet College, LRC Building 
County "G," Rhinelander 

(Contact: NSCC, P.O . Box 126, 
Rhinelander, WI 54501) 

A TFP DISPLAY AD RATES 

Ad Dimensions Commercial WFSC Club 20 % 
Ad Category (width x heigh!) Rates Discount Rates 

A - (full page) 7¼" x9½" $40.00 $32.00 

B - (½ page) 71/• " X 4¼" $2 .00 $20.00 

C - (large ¼ page) 4¼" x6" $19.50 $15.60 

D - (medium ¼ page) 4¼" x3¼" $14.00 $11.20 

E - (I/a page) 21/4°' X 33/4" $ 7.00 $ 5.60 

F - (econo-ad) 2¼" x 2¼" $ 3.50 $ 2.80 

G - (commercial back page) 7¼" X 91/i" $55 .00 

Preprinted Insert Ads POR 

Rates and dimensions are for either camera-ready or non-camera-ready copy and payment 
with order (checks payable to WFSC) . Deadline 1st of the month preceding month of issue. 
Send to: Karen Weigl, ATFP, 4184 Rose Ct. , Middleton, WI 53562 - (608) 836-1509. 
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STAMP SHOW '96 
Kenosha Stamp and Cover Club 

St. Mark's Auditorium 
7202 Sheridan Rd., Kenosha 

(Contact : Dennis Mueller, 7620 - 10th 
Ave., Kenosha, WI 53 143) 

Mar. 30 - 31 
OUTAPEX '96 

Outagamie Philatelic Society 
Columbus Club 

2531 N. Richmond St., Appleton 
(Contact: Al Marcus , P. 0. Box 11 , 

Appleton, WI 54912) 

Patronize our 
Across the Fence 
Post advertisers! 

FREE MAIL-BID 
SAIE 

CATALOG 
1000 LOTS EVERY 4-6 

WEEKS, US & WORLD WIDE 

ALMAJO STAMPS 
P.O. BOX 45 

WEYERHAEUSER. WI 
54895-0045 

Member: APS, ATA, BIA, GPS, 

WVPS, ETC. 

Store: 222 4th St. Phone: 715-353-2919 

We Buy Collections 
and Accumulations! 



Member: 
Edward Weide 
This is our first interview with a 
member of the Cooney Numismatists 
and Philatelists, Ltd. (Oconomowoc, 
WI), and we've chosen the individual 
who over the years has been the glue 
that has held this club together, 
Edward Weide. 

Ed is a charter member of the 
club, which was founded in 1971, and 
at one time or another, has held 
almost all offices. This includes 
serving as president, vice president, 
and treasurer. He currently is adver
tising manager for the club, which 
just sponsored a successful show. 
Although the club and its annual show 
are tilted more toward coins than 
stamps, the stamp dealers at this 
year's show did very well. We sus
pect this was partly due to the adver
tising manager getting the word out 
about the event. 

Ed has been an antique dealer for 
more than 40 years, and in the course 
of acquiring antiques he occasionally 
also acquires postcards and stamps. 
He once obtained a trunk that was 
completely full of stamps. On several 
occasions, he has sold postcards in 
10,000-piece lots. 

Over the years , Ed has accumu
lated a lot of material that he didn't 
have time to sort and organize. His 

~-~-"---~------------------:-----, 

Bv Robert J. Mather 
Waukesha County Philatelic Society 

Who's 
Who 
in theWFSC 

wife recently passed on and he is 
now pretty much retired. With more 
time on his hands, he is anticipating 
organizing some of his holdings, and 
he plans to use a post office letter 
sorter to sort his postcards. Ed states 
that he has the largest postcard 
collection in the area. 

of Wisconsin. The group was quite 
active in the past, but declining mem
bership is a current problem. At one 
time, the club supported a youth group 
that met prior to the adult meeting, but 
there are no young people in the area 
interested enough in the hobby to attend 
anymore. 

The club has 
about 12 or 14 

"Oconomowoc-area collectors have an organiza
tion conveniently located nearby where they can 

socialize and exchange ideas and materials, 
thanks In large part to Ed Welde." 

active members 
and, as with any 
club, they are 
always looking for 
newcomers. 

He has been generous with his 
materials, making donations to the 
Oconomowoc Bank and the Histori
cal Society. The bank has pictures on 
the wall of some of his material and 
he enjoys seeing them whenever he 
enters the building. 

Ed started collecting stamps when 
he was in 5th or 6th grade, buying up 
albums when he could. As with 
many of us, there was a period of 
years when he did not collect stamps, 
but he went back to the hobby after 
he got married. 

The Cooney club is a member of 
the Wisconsin Federation of Stamp 
Clubs and it receives Across the 
Fence Post. The club is also a mem
ber of the American Numismatists 
Association, of Colorado Springs, 
and an affiliate of the Numismatists 

Meetings are held 
at 7 p.m. on the second 'JJlursday of 
each month (except January), at the 
Senior Center (second level), 1306 
West Wisconsin Ave., in Oconomo
woc. If anyone is interested in finding 
out more about the Cooney club, call 
Ed at (414) 474-4380, and he will be 
happy to talk with you. 

It is apparent that Ed has an enthusi
asm for the hobby and the club. 
Oconomowoc-area collectors have an 
organization conveniently located 
nearby where they can socialize and 
exchange ideas and materials, thanks in 
large part to Ed Weide. 

Our best wishes go out to Ed, and 
we hope tl)at he gets a lot of pleasure 
out of organizing that huge lot of 
material that is waiting for him. Who 
knows, maybe he'll find that one-of-a
kind rarity that we all seek. ■ 
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&eason' s Creetif18S 
- From -

Almajo Slamps 

Arl Coy Phtlaleltc Services 

AAMS. Btlly Mtlchell Chapler 

Badger Slamp Club 

Cenlral Wisconsin Slamp Club 

FonJ Ju Lac Slamp Club 

Germany Phtlaleltc Soctely. 

Chapler 18 

Milwaukee Phtlaleltc Soctely 

Norlh Shore Phtlaleltc Soctely 

of Mtlwaukee 

Oshkosh Phtlaleltc Soctely 

Oulagamie Phtlaleltc Soctely 

Rtpon Phtlaleltc Soctely 

Sheboygan Slamp Club 

Waukesha Counly Phtlalel ic Soctely 

Wauwalosa Phtlaleltc Soctely 

Wisconsin Valley Phtlaleltc Soctely 


