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By WFSC Pres. Jerry D. Weasner

End of the Term
Dear Members of the
WFSC, ·Executive
Board and Friends:
This is the last message
of my two years in
leading this fine
organization. During
those two years, I
came to realize we
need to get out and
drum up new members for our local clubs .
know how hard it is to get people to join any
organization, much less those who are willing
to work for the group. Young blood, however,
is essential for managing our future shows .
My thoughts regarding Executive Board
meetings is that they should be kept a bit
shorter. This might mean more individual
committee meetings before the entire board
convenes . Not that I think we don't need to
discuss things as a group, but some subjects
are difficult to resolve in this manner, and
particularly when meetings are scheduled only
three times a year.
I have met many new people during these
two years and hope I have never offended
anyone . My desire is to see all of you often at
stamp shows throughout our state for several

years to come. I also welcome anyone wishing
to discuss stamp or die-cast toy collecting to
write to me in care of the Chain-O-Lakes
Stamp Club, N2114 Cleghorn Rd., Waupaca,
WI 54981. Or, send me your Internet address
and we will keep in touch via modem. ■

WFSC Announcements
r::g='

COMMON CACHET

Many Wisconsin communities are planning
commemorative events in observance of the
Wisconsin Sesquicentennial. In most cases, the
celebrations will include a second-day-of-issue
or special cancel for the Wisconsin Statehood
stamp to be issued May 29, 1998.
The WFSC received a request to produce a
Wisconsin Sesquicentennial common cachet
for distribution in bulk to member clubs.
Clubs could use the cacheted cover in conjunction with their local community cancels.
Initial decisions regarding a common
cachet were that it would be printed in one
color and clubs will be charged only for bulk
mailing and production costs.
Before committing to the project, however,
the WFSC Executive Board must assess the
level of interest. Your club's response form
will be enclosed with your 1998 WFSC
member-club dues notice, which will be
mailed the first week in December.
The WFSC Executive Board will meet on
January 10, where final decisions on the
matter of a common cachet must be made.
Your responses, therefore, are needed AS
SOON AS POSSIBLE!

Teddy Bear Stamp Unveiling
in Kenosha
On January 13 , 1998, students at Bose Elementary School, in Kenosha , will host the
national premiere of the Teddy Bear stamp .
The stamp , marking the invention of the teddy
bear, is among the first in the Celebrate the
Century series of 150 stamps to be issued over
the next three years.
Last year, the school began a "Traveling
Teddy Bears" project, where students sent

teddy bears with journals to visit exotic
locations . U.S . Postal Service officials learned
of the project and picked the school for the
Teddy Bear stamp kick-off.
Serge Logan and Helen Larsen, of the
Kenosha Stamp and Cover Club, recently
presented a stamp collecting program to
members of the new stamp club at the school.
(reprinted from Post Scripts, news/el/er of the
Kenosha Stamp and Cover Club)

Club News
DANEPEX '97 EXHIBIT WINNINGS

DANEPEX '97, sponsored by the Badger
Stamp Club, was held November 1 at Abundant Life Christian School in Madison. Exhibit
judges were Jim Maher and Claude Giralte.
Exhibit awards were :
Open Division
1st and Best of Show plus Most Popular
Exhibit - Discontinued Post Offices of Sauk
County, by Adrian Stransky
2nd - The Two-Cent Trans-Mississippi Stamp ,
by Robert Lieb
2nd - Other Aspects of Greenland Philately,
by Charles Shoemaker
Single-Frame Division
1st and Best Single-Frame Exhibit - Collecting Wisconsin Covers, by Jim Hale
2nd - Trans-Mississippi Exposition Postal
Cards, by Robert Lieb
2nd - Railroad Shows from 1905-1910, by
Gary Small
3rd - Domestic Postal Card and Postcard
Rate: Sept. 14, 1975 - Dec. 31. 1975, by
George Cook
Youth Division
1st and Best Youth Exhibit - Types of Birds ,
by Lisa Giss
1st - U.S. Olympics, by Aaron Zutz
2nd - American Authors, by Margaret
Elvekrog
2nd - The First Fifty Years of Airplanes, by
Julie Giss
(more club news on p. 3)

Show Calendar and Registry
List your show, bourse, auction or event
~

FREE for WFSC member-club shows non-members and all other events

classified rates for

Dec. 6 & Jan. 10

Feb. I, 1998

Feb. 14-15, 1998

Feb. 21, 1998

STAMP AND COIN FAIRS (bourses)
Wisconsin Valley Philatelic Society
Saturdays IO a.m. - 4 p.m.
Days Inn (formerly Rib Mountain Travel
Inn), Hwy. 51 (exit 188), Wausau
(Contact: Jim Johnson (715) 359-4326) (l/98)

CENWISPEX '98
Central Wisconsin Stamp Club
Elks Club, 1132 Clark St., Stevens Point
(Contact: Dave Corney, Box 1122,
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495)

STAMP SHOW '98
Kenosha Stamp and Cover Club
St. Mark's Auditorium
7202 Sheridan Rd., Kenosha
(Contact: KS((, P.O. Box 1524,
Kenosha, WI 53141 -(414) 551-8131)

39th ANNUAL EXHIBITION AND BOURSE
Janesville Stamp Club
Craig Center, 4-H Fairgrounds, Janesville
(Contact: Valerie Cook, 1604 So. Crosby,
Janesville, WI 53546 (608) 754-6497)

Mar. 7-8, 1998

Mar. 28, 1998

Apr. 25-26, 1998

STAMPFEST '98
Milwaukee Philatelic Society
Gonzaga Hall, 1435 So. 92nd St., West
Allis (Contact: John Fagan, Wl40N7470
Lilly Rd., Menomonee Falls, WI 53051
- phone (414) 251-0617) (2/98)

BAYPEX '98
Green Bay Philatelic Society
Comfort Suites, 1951 Bond St., Green Bay
(Contact: Gordy Lindner, I002 Amberly
Tr., Green Bay, WI 54311 (414) 465-6692)

WISCOPEX '98
hosted by Outagamie Philatelic Society
Fox Valley Lutheran High School
2626 N. Oneida St., Appleton
(Contact: Al Marcus, P.O. Box 11 ,
Appleton, WI 54912-0111)

Members Only
Free Ad
WANTED: Photocopies of battleship
USS Wisconsin (88-9) and (88-64) covers
for a Wisconsin Postal History Society
booklet. Thomas Becher, P.O. Box 205-A,
Stratford, WI 54484. (Wisc Postal
History Joe)

0

WISCOPEX '98

prospectus and
exhibit entry form
available from: Verna Shackleton,
P.O. Box 11,
Appleton, WI 54912
(920) 734-2417

It's important
tliat you
patronize our
ATFP advem:isers!

ACROSS THE FENCE POST is the official publication of the Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs,
Inc ., a 50l (c)3 non-profit organization and life member of the APS since 1953. For WFSC membership
·
information, contact the Central Office.
ATFP is published monthly Sept. -Apr.; bimonthly May-Aug .
News of Wisconsin collectors, club news and gratis original articles
related to philately are welcomed . The editor accepts submissions in
any format , but reserves the right to make minor editing changes to
conform with our style sheet. Material not carrying an individual
copyright notice may be reproduced only by not-for-profit organizations, provided the author(s) and publication receive credit for any
reprinted material. Unless explicitly stated by an officer in conjunction with official WFSC business , opinions expressed by individual
authors are not necessarily endorsed by the WFSC.
Submission deadlines are for the month preceding month of
publication as follows: advertising-1st of the month; editorial
matter-5th of the month. Send editorial matter and stamp show
calendar and cover listings to: Karen Weigt, Editor, ATFP, 4184
Rose Ct. , Middleton, WI 53562 - phone (608) 836-1509
[karenweigt@compuserve.com]. Send ads to: Jim and Renee Seiler,
Advertising Managers, ATFP, P.O. Box 247, Reedsville, WI 54230
- phone (920) 772-4297 . For a complete list of advertising rates and
policies (display, classified and listings), see the July-August '97 issue
of ATFP, or request a copy from the advertising managers.

By WFSC Secy. Karen Weigt
4184 Rose Ct., Middleton, WI 53562
While browsing through the 1998-99 American Philatelic Society Directory, I noted
asterisks preceding the listing of some of our
WFSC member clubs. The asterisks identify
clubs that have maintained APS chapter status
for 75, 50 and 25 years. This prompted me o
delve into our WFSC records to try to find out
the years these clubs were formed. Here' s
what I found :
75-years - Milwaukee Philatelic
Society, formed in 1899;
50-years - Ripon Philatelic Society
and the Sheboygan Stamp Club, both
formed in 1932;
25-years - Outagamie Philatelic
Society (Appleton), formed in 1942; North
Shore Philatelic Society of Milwaukee,
formed in 1963 ; Waukesha County
Philatelic Society, formed in 1969; and
Walworth County Stamp Club, for which
I couldn't find a birth date.
The WFSC also holds 25-year status, having
joined the APS as a life member in 1953.

What others are doing
Northwoods Stamp and Coin Club
(Rhinelander) members recently enjoyed a
program on the retouched 3C Type II Washington offset printing of 1918. As a result of
the lively follow-up discussion, it was suggested the club might undertake a research
project of a particular stamp of interest.
1997-98 Outagamie Philatelic Society
(Appleton) officers are: Pres. Charlene Reiter,
VP Al Marcus, Secy . Dorothy Rowe, and
Treas . Verna Shackleton. A local stamp dealer
was invited to bring his wares to the November
meeting. The group's December meeting will
include holiday treats and Stamp Bingo .
As part of a Retired and Senior Volunteer
Program , three Kenosha Stamp and Cover Club
members are introducng stamp collecting to
students within local public school grades K-6.
This fall, the KSCC acquired a huge
mixture that was broken up into four boxes .
Members attending the October meeting

entered their names in a drawing to determine
who would be first to examine the contents .
When the top four are finished, the mixes will
be passed on to the next set of names . Members pay 5¢ per stamp .
The Open Album is the new name of the
Northwestern Mutual Stamp Club (Milwaukee) newsletter. Its editor, Paul Zientek, has
served as that club's president for more years
than I can remember.
The NMSC October meeting featured
transportation, for which members were asked
to bring related stamps (hmmm, any Zepps/
Inverted Jennys?). They additionally viewed
two videos on the subject: "Riding the No . 10
[Milwaukee streetcar] Line" and the "U.S.
Navy Blue Angels ."
With the 100th anniversary of the 1898
Trans-Mississippi issue on the horizon, the
APS slide show about that series should prove
to be a popular item. Order now, as some
WFSC clubs have already done. ■

Club News (cont'd)
IRON MOUNTAIN MEETINGS

The Northwoods Philatelic Society (Iron
Mountain, Ml) cordially invites visitors to its
meetings held every third Tuesday of the
month at First Lutheran Church, 1210 So .
Stephenson Ave. , Iron Mountain, MI. Meeting
time is 7 p.m.

Second Anniversary Show

MILWAUKEE-GLENEXPO
STAMP SHOW
OneDayOnly-SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6, 1997
IO a.m. - 5 p.m.
RAMADA WEST HOTEL
Main Floor Gorden Area (near pool)

201 N. Mayfair Road
Milwaukee-Wauwatosa Area
Just NW of County Zoo, State Fair Pork and Gonzaga Holl

• GLENEXPO Discount Supply Booth

• PENNY-LAND - U.S. 3C each; Foreign SC each

Bring this ad for afree (215mm long) 20 to 61 height Scott mount {list S5. 95). Limit one per family- December 6, 1997 only.
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Bv Serge E. Logan. Belle Citv Stamp Club and Kenosha Stamp and Cover Club

The Evolution of United 8tates
Christmas 8tamps
Serge Logan, a resident of Racine, WI, has
collected stamps since 1942. Other than U.S.
Christmas stamps, he specializes in U.S. stamps
in general, Scouts on stamps, and Russia. He
has held many offices in the local WFSC member clubs shown above and currently serves as
newsletter editor for both groups. Other philatelic memberships include the American Philatelic Society and the Scouts on Stamps Society
International.
The article that follows is an excerpt from
Serge's seminar presentation at STAMPSHOW
97 held in Milwaukee this past August.

The 34-year-old United States Christmas
stamps series began in 1962. The popular
series now boasts 10 l face-different stamps,
with 167 collectible types. By adding all
luminescent tagged types to the basic count,
the number rises to 106. Add to that number
the precanceled types of 1969 and 1970, and
the total climbs to 181 collectible stamps singles only!
The program began amid a shroud of
controversy . Even though the initial offerings had no religious connotations, the idea
was perceived by many to be one step too
far in eliminating the separation of church
and state . From the very first U.S. Christmas stamp, a large number of these issues
have set major and minor marks in philatelic
history - they are truly a group of innovators. Because of space limitations, only
some of those innovations are cited here .
The first issue depicting the traditional wreath
and candles (Figure l)
was notable not only for
being the first U.S.
Christmas stamp, but also
for a more technical
Fig. 1 - 1962, first
reason. The first printing
U.S. Christmas
was 500 million, or three
stamp (Scott 1205)
times the normal quantity
for a stamp in those days. Demand for the
new issue, however, exceeded supply, so
360 million more were printed. The problem
was a lack of enough paper of the proper
size to be able to reproduce the stamps in
panes of 100. The result was that about 50
million stamps were produced on smaller
size paper in panes of 90 without plate
numbers. Thus, this issue became the.first to
have missing plaJe numbers since the
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Fig . 3 - 1966,
first U.S. stamp
with a religious
theme (Seo/I 1321)

The horizontal design used for 1969 is
based on the painting "Winter Sunday in
Maine" (Figure 5). The Post Office Department ordered an experiment .aimed at
speeding holiday mail and reducing costs at
four test cities. Consequently , 30,440 stamps
were precanceled with the idea that this mail
would bypass the canceling machines,
thereby saving time and money . In Atlanta
and New Haven (two of the four test cities) ,
the precancel overprint was in green as well
as in black, and New Haven overprints were
in both a light and dark green!
The year 1970 was the first year the
public could choose between a traditional or
a contemporary Christmas stamp : Lorenzo
Lotto's Nativity or 19th century Christmas
Toys . The Christmas Toys issue was an

Fig . 2 - 1964, first U.S. setenant issue (Seo/I 1257b)

Bureau of Engraving and
Printing began production
in 1894.
The 1963 stamp depicts
the national Christmas tree
at the White House. This
stamp was the first to have
luminescent tagging . Of
the one billion stamps
printed, only about 11
million were tagged.
Four vertical definitivesize stamps portraying
holly, mistletoe, poinsettia,
and a sprig of conifer,
were issued in 1964
(Figure 2). This foursome
was an important innovation - the first time a setenant block was produced
in the United StaJes.
The 1966 issue represents the first time a
religious masterpiece was
depicted on a U.S. stamp
- an innovation to be
continued through the
years (Figure 3).
Fig . 4 - 1968, first
U.S. issue wlplate
The seventh annual
numbers spread
issue was based on "The
over entire selvage
Annunciation," by van
(Seo/I 1363)
Eyck . It was the.first U.S.
stamp produced on the nine-color Huck
press, an important printing innovation for the
BEP. Stamps produced on this press had only
one selvage edge . And instead of plate numbers being in the corner of the panes, they are
spread out over the length of the selvage
(Figure 4) . As a result, there could be as many
as 7,000 combinations, which means 14,000
collectible strips of 10!

Fig. 6 - 1970, precancel version of Christmas Toys
issue demonitized in 1971 (Seo/I 1418b)

innovation in that it was
the first commemorative-size se-tenant block
of four, with precanceled versions overprinted with two wavy
lines furnished to 69
major cities and all of
New England (Figure
6) . Few people knew
Fig. 7 - 1973. first
the difference as the
U.S. stamp produced
precancel lines could
directly from a needleconceivably be part of
point work (Seo/I I 508)
the drawing . In addition, the U.S . Postal Service announced that
the precanceled Christmas stamps would be
valid for postage only through January 31,
1971 . This was the first time since the Civil
War that a U.S. postage stamp was declared
demonetized or invalidated!
The needlepoint Christmas tree featured
on the 1973 issue was an actual creation by

designer Dolli Tingle. This is the first and
only U.S. stamp that has been rendered in
this manner (Figure 7).
While two of the 1974 issues followed the
normal pattern, a third stamp (unique in U.S.
postage) was the first pressure-sensitive
adhesive. It depicts a weather vane atop
Mount Vernon (Figure 8) . For collectors,
this stamp was a disaster. Because it was
printed on uncoated paper, the adhesive eventually soaked into the stamp, destroying it.

Fig. 8-1974, first U.S.
self-adhesive (Scott 1552)

In 1975, the first two
U.S. stamps were
Fig. 9 - 1975, first
printed without a
U.S. nondenominared
denomination (Figure
stamp (Scott 1580)
9) . At the time
the stamps were
printed, there was
a possibility of a
postal increase
from 10¢ to 13¢ .
The 1981
Fig. JO - 1981, first U.S.
secular Christmas issue where
religious stamp
featuring "Virgin "Season's Greetings· replaces
"Christmas • (Scott 1940)

with Child," by
Botticelli, was in definitive size, while the
secular Teddy Bear on Sleigh issue was a
commemorative size. For the first time, the

of 1993. The USPS took the snowman
design from the secular se-tenant issue
and reproduced it on self-adhesive panes
of 18. Since the panes of 18 were
specially made for ATM machines, they
were available only from the Postal
Service's philatelic centers (Figure 11).
In all, we had 25 collectible stamps in
1995, and not one of them included the
words "Christmas," "Season's Greetings" or even "Greetings" - only "USA" and
the frank (Figure 12).
This was also the year of the Midnight
Angel, a self-adhesive that was perhaps the
most popular Christmas stamp ever issued
(Figures 13 and 14).
1996 was yet another bonanza year . A setenant foursome depicting family holiday
activities, self-adhesives with the same
subject, a single ATM self-adhesive depicting
skaters, the reissue of the Midnight Angel
self-adhesive pane and coil, Madonna and

Fig. 14 - first-day cover with Midnight
Angel cachet

Child in sheet format and,
for the first time for the
religious issue, a selfadhesive booklet (Figure
15). Also for the first
time, the contemporary
and religious Christmas
stamps were not issued
on the same dale. Instead, the contemporary
first day was on October 8,

Fig. 15 - first U.S.
religious issue in
self-adhesive booklet
format (Scott 3112)

while the

(continued on p . 7)

Dummy/Test
Stamps

secular stamp appears without any mention
of "Christmas." Instead, "Season's Greetings" is used for the inscription (Figure 10).
This would become the standard for most
future dual issues .
In 1992, we saw the reintroduction of the
self-adhesive stamp, this time on coated
paper to prevent the adhesive from leaking
through to the face of the stamp. The stamp
duplicates the train from the secular foursome depicting antique toys .
Another
innovation
cropped up for
a holiday issue

Free Price List
for #10 SASE
Mill Creek Limited
PO Box 236
Bothell, WA 98041-0236
Member: ASDA, APS, SDI, EFOCC, BIA

Fig. 11 - 1993,
first U.S. AIM
Christmas issue
(Scott 2803)

Fig. 12 - example of 1995 U.S.
Christmas stamps: the year when
all issues excluded a holiday
inscription (Scott 3007a)
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By Robert J. Mather.
Waukesha County Philatelic Society

Who's Who in the WFSC
Member:
Robert T. Voss
Robert Voss has lived
in Madison for 14 years
and has been a Badger
Stamp Club member
since moving there. He
and his wife, Marcy,
have been married for
28 years and have two grown daughters,
neither of whom is a stamp collector.
Bob grew up in the Chicago area . He
attended Colorado State University and then
enrolled at a seminary in Dubuque, IA. He has
been a Lutheran pastor in Colorado state ,
Washington state, and now in Wisconsin, so
he has moved around a bit. Currently , he is
pastor of Lake Edge Lutheran Church in
Madison.
At eight years of age, Bob was intrigued by
the brightly colored stamps of Denmark. He
was introduced to them through his father,
who made a business trip to that country .
This, together with help from dealer Marvin
Bernberg, got him started as a collector. As a

beginner, Bob collected (accumulated is the
way he puts it) worldwide issues, and most of
his stamps are stored in glassines by country .
His Scandinavian and Europa stamps, however, are in albums, so it would seem that he
is at least a bona fide collector when it comes
to those two specialties .
Bob also collects religion on stamps . He
has exhibited his Dag Hammarskjold, Martin
Luther, and HIV collections . He has exhibited
at local and state shows, and even at ROMPE)(,
where he garnered a bronze award. Four years
ago, he became interested in semipostals and is
awaiting the upcoming first United States
semipostal issue. He recently began working
on a collection featuring the Dome of the
Rock, a religious building in Jerusalem.
Bob 's hobbies include tennis, fishing and
music . He plays the guitar with a local folk
group and is active in AIDS-related ministries .
He is a Packers fan . Being originally from
Chicago, he is an avid Cubs fan, but emphasized that he is not a Bears fan .
He lists membership in the following
philatelic organizations : American Philatelic
Society, American Topical Association,
Scandinavian Collectors Club, Europa Study
Unit, and Collectors of Religion on Stamps.
In searching for stamps, Bob has found two
Canadian errors: a printing error on a $1 issue

and a preprinting paper fold. His prize item is
a Preacher in the Pulpit cork cancel on U.S.
Scott #65 . When asked for words of advice for
stamp collectors, he referred to a byline on his
hobby stationery . It states: "Stamp collecting
for the fun of it."
Our best wishes go out to Bob and we hope
that he will be "collecting stamps for the fun
of it" for many years to come. ■

The Evolution of United
States Christmas Stamps
(continued from p. 6)

religious issue didn't come out until
November 1. Almost 3.5 billion 1996
holiday stamps were produced.
This year, along with the usual Christmas issues, the Hanukkah stamp of 1996
was reprinted and a stamp observing the
African-American holiday, Kwanzaa, was
added. The Postal Service now calls all
these items "Holiday Celebration" issues.
Whether or not you approve of holiday
issues . as a stamp collector you have to
accept the place they occupy in history . As
mint or used singles, nobody wants them,
but they are legitimate and collectible
postal emissions . ■

Anatom1 a.f a Special Stamp:
From the World's largest Hobby Publisher
Forward: Our Motto & Goal - Constantly
move forward to better serve stamp collectors
and dealers.
~---- Iola, Wisconsin, Hobby Publishing Capital of
the World.
1997 is our 45th anniversary of bringing collectors
the best and most timely hobby information.
Serving all aspects of the stamp collecting hobby.
Your cost per issue under this special subscription
offer, making your dollar count for more!

The Weekly Newspaper
-For People Who Love PhilatelyTo order call now toll-free:
1-800-258-0929 Dept. ABAP74
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krause
publications

700 E. State St., Iola, WI 54990-0001

"The World's Largest Hobby Publisher"

By Ma{l'Ann Bowman. Waukesha County
Philatelic Society

Philatelic Sourcebook - A
Review of The International
Encyclop~dic Dictionary of
Philately
'rll£

A firm believer of
the importance of
having a philatelic
reference library,
I had been
awaiting the
publication of The

INfERNATIONAL
ENCYCLOP:EDIC
DICTIONARY
r{
PHILATELY

International
Encyclopredic
Dictionary of
Philately. I eagerly agreed to write a book
review for ATFP and had great expectations! I
was to be in for a disappointment.
The book is divided into three major
sections: an encyclopa::dic dictionary, a quick
identifier, and a multi-language matrix. It is
with the first section that I became disenchanted with the book and its contents . There
are a lot of little things that bother me about
this section and its use as a reference tool .
Many philatelic terms that beginner
collectors might encounter are simply missing
from the book. Such basic terms as album,

catalog, checklist, magnifier, mint, mixture,
kiloware, space filler, and used are not listed.
(But I did find mention of "chiropractic "
compound stamps - no, they're not stamps
with a backache.) Although I could find a
listing for "definitive," there was no listing

PLAINEX
STAMPS
(Carl & Phyllis)
Handling • Germany & Colonies
• Great Britain & Colonies
• Japan
• Switzerland
• Most other major European countries
See us at these Wisconsin shows:
POLARPEX '98, Jan. 24-25, West Allis
Stamp Show '98, Feb. 14-15, Kenosha
38th Exhibition & Bourse, Feb. 21, Janesville
STAHPFEST '98, Har. 7-8. West Allis
WISCOPEX '98, Apr. 25-26, Appleton
Hay Stamp Show, Hay 16-17, West Allis
TRI-PEX '98, June 27-28, West Allis

P.O. Box #6
Des Plaines, IL 60016
(847) 827-3589

for commemorative. Likewise, there is a
listing for "souvenir sheet" but not souvenir

stamps . " (There is no listing for other popular
collecting topicals such as cats, dogs, or horses
card.
on stamps .) A listing of "Love stamps " makes
Some stamps/issues better known by other
reference to only the U.S . examples , although
names such as "Bluenose," "Farley's Follies,"
other countries issue Love stamps, too. It was
"Hermes Heads," "Merry Widow,"
in this entry that I also learned that some
"Mulready," and "Persian Rug" are conspicucollectors felt that the "O" in the 1973 Love
ous by their absence.
stamp resembled a birth control pill .
Searching for entries such as album weeds,
Would you believe? There is an entry for
expenization, cleaned, or repaired stamps?
"stupid-philately ," a term that was unfamiliar
Not in this book. Interested in learning more
to me until reading this book . I'll leave it up to
about the different firms responsible for the
you to figure out the meaning or obtain a copy
printing of postage stamps? There are no
of this book to find out for yourself. In
entries for the Bureau of Engraving and
"testing" a book, most collectors will look for
Printing; Crown Agents; De La Rue; Perkins,
words and terminology that relate to their
Bacon & Co.; or Harrison & Sons. Also, do
specific collecting field. I am somewhat
not expect to find out about wet and dry
familiar
with stamps of the Cape of Good
printings - they are not listed.
Hope
and,
thus, was disappointed to discover
Cover collectors would be disappointed to
they are not even mentioned under the "trianfind that advertising, crash, patriotic, and
gular" listing, nor is there mention of the
turned covers are not explained. Some delivery
famous "Woodblock" issue.
systems such as the Army Post Office, Pony
An in-depth photo identifier of hard-toExpress, and Rocket Mail do not receive a
mention.
identify stamps is divided by regional areas of
the world. It is over-complete in some aspects with
"Perhaps it is a sign of the times. One listing is
redundance of examples for
for 'lambda philately.' A 4 1/i-page listing is given
country listings. It would be
for the entry 'nudity on stamps.' (There is no
more helpful to include some
examples of common
listing for other popular collecting topicals such
revenue stamps from those
as cats, dogs, or horses on stamps.)"
countries. The identifier is
under-complete in that there
is only random reference to letters/initials used
Several biographies are included in the
in association with a particular country. For
book. Some, such as Juana de Asbaje, seem
example, K.S.A. (Saudi Arabia) is missing.
totally irrelevant to philately as (according to
This section is 30 pages in length .
the listing) he doesn 't even appear on a
The last section is titled a "Multi-Language
postage stamp, and many of the biographies
Matrix" and is approximately 100 pages in
are seemingly too long for this type of book. I
length. It provides translations of philatelic
could find Winston Churchill or Benjamin
and other terms into 20 languages. Collectors
Franklin in any encyclopedia . Missing are the
receiving foreign auction catalogs and other
names of many prominent philatelists whose
reference material might find this useful .
entries are not in most encyclopedias. I would
The book is a good reference tool for those
have expected to read about Ferrary, Col.
who do not own a similar publication. I would
Green, Alfred Lichtenstein , and Arthur Hind.
personally like to see an update and revision of
A listing under "centering" shows three
Ken
Wood's three-volume encyclopedia titled
examples of stamps with these descriptions :
This
is Philately. I have found it to be the
"good ," "fair," and "awful." The listing for
single
most useful set of books on my refer"first day of issue" showed an illustration of a
ence shelf. For ease of use and simplicity of
U.S. $2 bill postmarked with the April 13,
information, Wood 's This is Philately can't be
1976, date stamp on the Independence Hall
beat. Since, however , it is now out of print,
definitive stamp.
the publication reviewed here is probably the
A listing under "Alexander Hamilton"
next best alternative.
mentions that he was born out of wedlock. It
The International Encyclopredic Dictionary
goes on to editorialize about his lack of
of Philately was written by philatelist R. Scott
recognition on U.S. stamps compared to the
Carlton. It is available from your favorite
likes of Elvis Presley , Marilyn Momoe, and
hobby-book dealer or directly from Krause
James Dean.
Publications, Book Department TDR7 , 700 E.
Perhaps it is a sign of the times . One
State St., Iola, WI 54990-0001. Remit $39.95
listing is for "lambda philately ." A 4 1/i-page
plus $3.25 for shipping charges if ordering
listing is given for the entry "nudity on
directly from Krause . ■
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Bv Gregg Greenwald. 2401 Bluebird Ct.•
Marshfield. WI 54449-3128 (e-mail
bluebird@tznet.com/. Central Wisconsin
Stamp Club

U.S. Varieties Clearinghouse
Several definitive stamps produced by the
Banknote Corporation of America exist with
new selvage marking layouts . The stamps
involved are the 20¢ Virginia Apgar; 55¢
Alice Hamilton, MD ; and the 78¢ Alice Paul.
The 78¢ Alice Paul reprint was first reported
in Linn 's Stamp News in their August 18,1997,
edition and covered in more detail by Stamp
Collector in their October 6, 1997, edition.
Observing the layout of the selvage markings and the width of the selvage is the easiest
way to identify the reprints from previous
printings . Previously , the 55¢ and 78¢ panes
had the pane position diagram in row two of
the selvage , the USPS promotions in rows
three through five, and the copyright notice
and price computation in row seven. Plate
numbers appear in rows one and 10. On the
20¢ Apgar stamp, upper pane positions had the
plate number in row one, the copyright notice
in row seven, and the price computation in
row 10. Lower pane positions had the price
computation in row one, the copyright notice
in row four , and the plate number in row 10.
The width of the selvage is about 14mm.
The new layouts have the pane position
diagram in row four, the copyright notice in
row five, and the price computation in row
seven. Plate numbers appear in rows one and
10. The width of the selvage is 10mm.
Let's compare the new printings with
previous versions of the stamps.
20¢ Virginia Apgar (Scott 2179)
The first printing was in a shade that Scott
calls red-brown (I believe that it is closer to
orange-brown) and was from plate Nos. Bl
and B2 . Tagging characteristics under shortwave ultraviolet light appear somewhat
smooth. A second printing with a deep orangebrown shade was also produced from plate No .
B2 . As with the first printing , the tagging is
somewhat smooth. The latest printing, with
plate No. B3 , again has a deep orange-brown
shade. Tagging is very grainy .
55¢ Alice Hamilton, MD (Scott 2940)
The first printing exists with plate Nos. Bl
and B2 . The latest printing is from plate No .
B3. On all versions, tagging is very grainy . In
fact, the only difference I can see is that the
perforation holes are much larger on the
original printing .
78¢ Alice Paul (Scott 2943)
The first printing exists with plates Nos.
Bl and B2 in a shade of bright violet. Tagging
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is smooth and bright. A second printing , made
on a different type of paper , has a bluish-violet
shade with plate No . Bl . Tagging is very
grainy. The latest printing has a pale-violet
shade with plate No . B2. Tagging, again, is
very grainy.
For those of you who collect plate blocks
(there might be a few of us left) , I highly
recommend collecting these as plate blocks of
eight with the plate number and the pane
position diagram . This arrangement shows the
true position of your plate block.
The Madison Philatelic Center has all three
of the new printings, but does not do mailorder business. The Milwaukee Philatelic
Center (which does mail-order business) has
the 55¢ Hamilton as well as the bluish-violet
shade of the 78¢ Paul, in case you missed it.
The address for the Milwaukee Philatelic
Center is: Main Office Window, USPS, %
Philatelic, P .O. Box 5066 , Milwaukee, WI
53201-5066 . The philatelic clerk's name is
Jane. Make checks payable to Postmaster.

Example of new selvage marking layout on
55¢ Alice Hamilton, MD

•
I have one final note . I recently received
my Scott 1998 Specialized Catalogue of United
States Stamps. I noted the addition of Scott
2180a, the 21 ¢ Chester Carlson stamp with
tagging omitted . This listing was the result of
an expertization certificate being issued for a
block of 16, in which positions one through
six and nine through 12 of the block were
untagged . I found that block while searching in
a dealer's box of discount postage. ■

Bv Howard Shaughnessy. Lake Countv (JU
Philatelic Society

SHAUGHNESSY Takes On
The brouhaha between the U .S. Postal Service
and the National Park Service at the first-day
ceremonies for the WIMS (Women In Military
Service) stamp in October can be summed up
in two words: VENDOR BENDERS! For those
not following this story, it concerns an ongoing feud between the NPS and the USPS on
allowing merchandise sales on park property .
Thus, when the first-day ceremonies concluded
that day , dealers, collectors and others could
not buy the newly issued WIMS stamp at the
site of the memorial! Do they post signs with
the international symbol of a diagonal line
through a USPS employee on NPS lands?
How about that wascal wabbit? Some of
the scarce panes of the Bugs Bunny stamps
have turned "bunnish" selling at an Internet
auction for more than $200. I'm sure that few
of our readers are fortunate to own a pane.
Oh, the pane of it all!
Eau la la, Bugs panes sans roulettes in uncut
press sheets are also rare hares . Golly , does

original printing with
wide selvage

new printing with
narrow selvage

Time-Warner know about this? And to think
that serious stamp collectors pooh-poohed this
issue. Winnie (the Pooh) , eat your heart out.
Which leads us into a new era of "stamp
retainers " created by our USPS . Once there
were two classes of folks who purchased
postage stamps: those who used them to send
letters and packages and those who were stamp
collectors. Now, with the Movie Monsters
sheet, the USPS marketing experts are telling
their stamp selling employees that these stamps
are special editions and should be saved, not
used for postage! Instead, they suggest that
these scary stamps be kept in special folders
and that "other mail-use stamps" are available
to stick on letters and packages (such as all
those sheets of 3¢ to 29¢ stamps issued over
the past 50 years?).
How cruel is fate? Those unsold glorious
Pacific 97 sheets were shredded into a multicolored powder and now are buried in a
philatelic landfill . How much space does
6,807 ,01 7 Pac 97 sheets take up as powder in
a landfill? Did it become a "landFULL?"
Remember when dealers had a penny box?
How about five stamps for a penny? Someone

(continued on p. 9)

SHAUGHNESSY Takes On
(continued from p. 8)

who bid on a 11 ,000-pound hoard of
Mutawakelite Kingdom of Yemen stamps
issued between 1968-70, paid that much for
the some 14 million stamps. If any stamps
ever needed to be buried in a "sandfill," these
are the ones!
Hold the wedding - stamps! The queen
(Elizabeth of England) has delayed the issuance of stamps honoring the golden anniversary of her wedding to Prince Philip out of
respect for the recent death of Princess Diana.
But not the Isle of Man; they are issuing a set
of four, along with the required souvenir
sheet. Also being issued about the same time
by the Isle of Man are four stamps honoring
motorcycle racing. I'd buy these in a heartbeat
if they combined the two issues: the queen
roaring off in a cloud of dust on her Harley,
leather jacket, shades and helmet, being chased
by Prince Philip on his motorbike!
Meanwhile, the Royal Mail is threatening
to bum the Diana stamps if approval for their
release isn't given by the Spencer family . Did
Earl Spencer (Diana's brother) give the rest of
the world's philatelic agencies the green light
to issue all those tributes to his sister?
And finally, in response to a letter from the
American Philatelic Society inquiring about

stamp clubs in local schools, our Lake County
Philatelic Society president phoned all of the
area schools asking if they had a stamp club.
Of those answering the phones, none even
knew what the "philatelic" word meant. When
told it meant "stamp collecting ," they replied
that their school had no such animal. In fact,
in our area, there are NO school stamp clubs.
Philatelists, we have an image problem.
Youngsters can' t fit stamp collecting in with
soccer, band, dance , etc ., practices. What we
need are stamp-collecting moms rather than
soccer moms. ■

CLOSED ALBUM Walt(er) Doberstein

Walt(er) Doberstein (1921-1997), of the
Green Bay Philatelic Society, died on
October 19, 1997 . Although Walt did not
get to too many meetings in recent years,
he did add his five minutes' work in
GBPS 's September program, "A Baker's
Dozen of Your Favorite Stamps."
The GBPS directory indicates that
Walt had lately limited his collecting to
postally used United States philatelic
items. But in his earlier years as a journalist in display advertising, he wrote a series
of topical articles, which he illustrated
with stamps, for newspaper publications.

By Steve Langkau, former WFSC Historian

On Wisconsin
In /998, the Badger State
celebrates its 150th anniversary of statehood. As a
prelude to the occasion, this
column regularly features a stamp, or other
postal
item, and story pertaining to the state
of Wisconsin .

Before 1634,
Wisconsin was home
to many different
Indian tribes .
Europeans arriving
in the 1600s found
• .&
the Winnebago, the
~ ...~:&,~1{41..~
Monominee and the
't~i $t:JJ,s1-b>t,;
Santee Souix. By
1660, the Chippewa,
U.S. Scott #1364
Ottawa, Sauk,
Mascouten, Kickapoo, Patawatomi , and
Huron had settled in Wisconsin. Soon,
other tribes arrived including the Oneida,
Munsee, Stockbridge, and Brotherton.
When white settlers began coming to
Wisconsin, the government began to buy
Indian lands, forcing the Indians to sign
treaties. Most of these Indians were driven
across the Mississippi. ■
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For YOUR holiday gifts
4PiW9

send friends and family to Chicagoland's only
complete philatelic operation, catering to all
collectors (beginning to advanced)

GIFT CERTIFICATE

To:-------Certificate Available: $50
STAMP KING

From: _______
~&&&&± i¥¥i4&WW

Gift Certificates

Midwest's largest retail stamp store huge stock of stamps,
collections, covers
and supplies

WfSf MADISON ST
EISENHOWER EXPWY

I

CHICAGO

I

7139 West Higgins Road
Chicago, IL 60656-1972
1-800-919-BIDS (2437)
(773) 775-2100 • FAX (773) 792-9116
Store Hours: Monday - Saturday 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
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AmePican AiP Mail Society, Generol Billy Mitchell ChapteP
Apt Coy Philatelic SePVices
Badgep Stamp Club
CentPOI Wisconsin Stamp Club
fend du lac Stamp Club
GePmany Philatelic Society, ChapteP 18
Gr>een Bay Philatelic Society
Kenosha Stamp and CoveP Club
Manitowoc Philatelic Society
Milwaukee Philatelic Society
NoPthwoods Philatelic Society - IPOn Mountain, Michigan
Oshkosh Philatelic Society
Outagamie Philatelic Society
Ripon Philatelic Society
Sheboygan Stamp Club
Waukesha County Philatelic Society __,----Wauwatosa Philatelic Society
Wisconsin Valley Philatelic Society
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