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Start a Christmas Stamp
Collection
Greetings I I hope this
December finds you in
good holiday season
spirits.
If you are like me
and have been collecting
for a while , it could be
that your specialty area
is getting a little stale.
Maybe you'd like to try
something different.
Did you ever think of collecting Christmas
stamps? Besides the United States, many
countries have issued beautiful stamps that
depict the holiday theme.
Collecting Christmas stamps would be a
great way to get others involved in stamp
collecting. Perhaps your spouse, the kids, or
maybe even the neighbor kids would help find all
the Christmas stamps listed in the Scott catalogs.
Do you have an old shoe box or envelopes
of Christmas stamps that you never quite got
around to sorting? Let the kids help. They also
could design their own Christmas stamp album

pages . They might be interested in designing
such pages on the computer.
Christmas is a wonderful time of the year.
What a great time to get started on something that
would be a beautiful and rewarding collection.
Happy stamping, and have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! ■

New WFSC Website
www.folklib.net/wfsc/
Thanks to Doug Henkle, of Oshkosh, WI, the
WFSC is on its way to having a full-fledged
website. Since 1998, we've had a site through
the American Philatelic Society's Chapter
Activities Committee. Because it was managed
by a third-party APS volunteer, we kept it
down to a minimum of information and requested updates only twice a year.
Doug began work on the new WFSC site in
mid-October and he's been adding more
material each week as time allows. As the site
grows, so does our ability to promote philately
and our member clubs.
The current situation is that Doug is
temporarily serving as our webmaster. He's
also allowing space for us at his personal
domain (www.folklib.net/) that indexes
information on the Web related to acoustic
music, with a special emphasis on local Wisconsin musicians .
The ideal near-future scenario is :
• Doug will get all pertinent WFSC information posted at the site with appropriate
hypertext and linking options.
• The WFSC will register its own domain
and choose a commercial domain hosting site to
which the pages will be moved.
• A volunteer will step forward to take over
the handling of site updates.
Advantages of obtaining our own domain
are to: (1) establish a URL (site address) more
easily found by the philatelic community ; and
(2) acquire enough space to further expand the
site, most notably by posting graphics of our
first-day covers that are still available for
purchase . Notwithstanding is the matter of
freeing up space at Doug's domain that he
needs in future years for his own purposes.

Maintaining our own domain involves
some fixed expenses that Doug will explain to
the WFSC Executive Board at its January
meeting. In the meantime, the Finance Committee is conferring to determine an amount
that the WFSC could possibly devote to a
permanent website.
The WFSC very much appreciates Doug 's
efforts in getting us established on the Web,
especially since he's currently in the midst of a
philatelic sabbatical while pursuing other
interests. Doug, however, has maintained his
philatelic memberships, which include the
Oshkosh Philatelic Society, American First
Day Cover Society, and American Philatelic
Research Library .
Many of us remember Doug's past enthusiastic support of the hobby and numerous
achievements that earned his 1982 induction
into the Wisconsin Philatelic Hall of Fame .
His major philatelic interest is first-day
covers . His expertise in computer technology
comes from his employment as computer
consultant and programmer at the University of
Wisconsin Oshkosh since 1978, and maintainer
of many of his job-related and personal Web
pages since 1995.
(continued on p. 3)

Web Publishing
Permission Requested
Our new website allows us to post the
WFSC show calendar and registry. We' d
like to include contact details for each event
as published in ATFP but we don 't want to
do this without the appropriate permission.
(Note: We have published post office box
addresses on the Web.)
We need all event sponsors to contact :
WFSC Secretary Karen Weigt, 4184 Rose
Ct., Middleton, WI 53562-4339, e-mail
karenweigt@cs.com. Indicate in writing
your permission to publish contact data on
the Web. Be specific with regard to :
• name
• e-mail address
• street address • phone number

Show Calendar and Registry
List your show, bourse, auction or event

&=- FREE for WFSC member-club shows -

classified rates for

non-members and all other events

Dec. I 5 & Jan. 26

February 16, 2002

February 17, 2002

March 9-10, 2002

STAMP AND COIN FAIR (bourse)
Wisconsin Valley Philatelic Society
Saturday IO a.m. - 4 p.m.
Cedar Creek Outlet Hall. IO IO I Market
Rd .. Rothschild (Exit 185 Business 51
Rothschild) (Contact: Jim Johnson,
715-359-4316) (J/02)

43rd Annual Exhibition and Bourse
Janesville Stamp Club
Craig Center, 4-H Fairgrounds, Janesville
(Contact: Valerie Cook, 1604 So. Crosby,
Janesville, WI 53546 - 608-754-6497)

CENWISPEX '02
Central Wisconsin Stamp Club
Elks Club, 1132 Clark St., Stevens Point
(Contact: J.D. Hanville, P.O. Box 845,
Stevens Point, WI 54481 715-341-1111. jadeco@g2a.net)

WISCOPEX '02
hosted by Rockford Stamp Club
Forest Hills Lodge. 9500 Forest Hills
Rd., Rockford, IL (Contact: Dwane
Kaplenk, P.O. Box 2301, Rockford. IL
61131 - 815-398-0813, rockaire1@xta.com)

March 23, 2002

April 6, 2002

April 13, 2002

April 20, 2002

BAYPEX '02
Green Bay Philatelic Society
Ramada Inn Green Bay. 27 50 Ramada
Way. Green Bay (Contact Gordy Lindner,
1002 Amberly Tr., Green Bay, WI S43 I I
- 920-465-6692)

DANEPEX '02
Badger Stamp Club
Madison Turners Hall, 300 I So.
Stoughton Rd .• Madison (Contact: John
Pare, 7834 E. Oakbrook Cir.. Madison,
WI 53717 - 608-829-2988;
msjpsp@chorus.net)

OUTAPEX '02
Outagamie Philatelic Society
Columbus Club, 253 I N. Richmond St..
Appleton (Contact: Al Harcus.
P.O. Box 11. Appleton, WI 54912)

SHEBOYGAN STAMP & COIN SHOW
Sheboygan Stamp Club
Sheboygan Armory, 516 Broughton Dr.,
Sheboygan (Contact: Edwin Rautmann,
P.O. Box 907. Sheboygan, WI 53082 920-452-0054, keppert@bytehead.com)

June 15-16, 2002

June 22-23, 2002

21st ANNUAL SHOW
Northwoods Stamp and Coin Club
James Williams junior High School
915 Acacia Ln .• Rhinelander
Sat. IO a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun. IO a.m.-4 p.m.
(Contact: Larry Harten, 3295 Hancock Lake
Rd., Harshaw, WI 54529 - 715-282-5636)

TRI-PEX '02
Italian Amer. Stamp Club, North Shore
Phil. Soc., Polish Amer. Stamp Club
St. Aloysius Gonzaga Hall, 1435 So. 92nd St.,
West Allis (Contact: Robert Henak, NIPS,
P.O. Box 17832, Milwaukee, WI 53217
- 414-351-1519)
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WFSC Announcements
15th ANNUAL WFSC CLUB
TRIVIA CONTEST

By WFSC Secy. Karen Weigt
4184 Rose Ct., Middleton, WI 53562
Club mailings of the September ATFP included
a set of fill-in-the-blanks exhibit pages.
Mary Ann Bowman, of the WFSC Publicity and
Public Relations Committee , created the pages
for use as a promotional display during October
National Stamp Collecting Month .
Although October has come and gone, I'm
working on the Badger Stamp Club's set,
which will be displayed at Madison's main post
office. I took on the activity for BSC because
the theme for this year's pages is cartoons on
U.S . stamps. I collect U .S . stamps so I had
most of the items suggested for placement on
the pages . Lacking a first-day cover for page I ,
however, I got on the Internet and easily found
one to order by mail - the wonders of the Web.
I'm also finding that this is a fun project!
It ' s simple to do and the results are most
gratifying . I encourage all of our WFSC clubs
to take a second look at the pages and use them .

What others are doing
The Central Wisconsin Stamp Club (Stevens
Point and Wisconsin Rapids) elected its 2002
officers: Pres . Tom Sanford, Stevens Point VP
Carl Farnsworth, Wisconsin Rapids VP Gregg
Greenwald, Secy . Larry Glenzer, and Treas.
Pat Brookman.
CWSC members are currently enjoying
their 2001 mystery lot opened this fall. Each
year, the group orders a large mystery mix .
Upon receipt , a designated member goes
through it and pulls out high-value items that
are suitab le for the club's annual mystery lot
auction. Members peruse the remaining stamps
fo r individual purchases . Price per stamp
decreases as the lot becomes more and more
picked over. The CWSC has found that good
mixes usually fall in the $200 range .
The Rockford Stamp Club (IL) offers a
door prize at each meeting that ultimately
supports its annual local show. The prize, $5
worth of "show bucks, " are redeemable only
for purchases made at the show.
Going patriotic, the Northwestern Mutual
Stamp Club's (Milwaukee) October meeting
featured a video about U.S. presidents' birthplaces. The program also included a philatelic
presidential show and tell and quiz.
Current events might have been on the
minds of those who planned fall programs for
the Northwoods Stamp and Coin Club
(Rhinelander) . The group 's October meeting
featured war cancellations. In November, they
Across the Fence Post

looked to the Middle East to explore blood
stamps of Iran .
Earlier this year, the Lake County Philatelic Society (Gurnee, IL) held a dollar-night
meeting . Members brought an unlimited
number of items to sell for precisely $1.
The American Topical Association
Chapter V (Milwaukee) will soon have a
business card to publicize the club. Members
can easily carry a supply of the cards, thereby
being prepared to hand them out whenever the
opportunity arises .
Following the success of the AT A's frames
of one-page exhibits displayed at MILCOPEX
(see explanation in my September 2001 column), they're now working on a frame for
WISCOPEX '02. Rather than the usual potpourri of pages , though, this time they 've
chosen a common theme titled "Milwaukee : A
Great Place on a Great Lake. " Each member
will create a page on a topic within the theme.
Needless to say, the project will require much
coordination to be done at monthly meetings.
The Kenosha Stamp and Cover Club
has a chairperson who handles sending getwell and sympathy cards to members or
members ' families.
In October, Northwoods Philatelic Society
(Iron Mountain, Ml) members heard about
collecting antique picture postcards . In November, they again promoted their club through
participation in the annual International Fair
held at a local mall. ■

Trivia contest rules and questions
will appear in the January issue of
ATFP. Reserve a January or
February club meeting date to
join in on the fun! (Answers will be due by
February 28.) Win a nice assortment of
philatelic items suitable for use as door prizes
or auction lots .

WFSC WINTER EXECUTIVE BOARD
MEETING - JANUARY 19
The meeting will be held at the Ramada Plaza
Hotel in Fond du Lac, WI. Anyone who is
interested is invited to attend and is extended
the right of discussion. Contact WFSC Secretary Karen Weigt if you'd like to be included
on the mailing list for meeting details .

Lombardi First-Day
Program Offer
Write an
article for
ATFP; get a
free program.
Offer good until August 31 , 2002, or
until program supply is exhausted.
See details published in the September
and October 2001 ATFP issues or contact :
Karen Weigt, Editor, ATFP, 4184 Rose
Ct. , Middleton, WI 53562-4339 ;
karenweigt@cs .com .

From Badger Stamp Club

VIDEO PROGRAM REVIEW

New WFSC Web Site
(continued/romp. 1)
Please notify any WFSC officer if you
might be interested in the permanent position
of WFSC webmaster. If needed , Doug will
provide tutoring for as long as it takes . We
furthermore would like to have any potential
volunteers attend the January 19 Executive
Board meeting that will be held in Fond du
Lac . Contact WFSC Secretary Karen Weigt
for details . ■

WISCOPEX '02 -

Call for Exhibits

Request a copy of the prospectus and
exhibit entry form by writing to: Tim
Wait, 1718 Northrock Ct., Rockford, IL
61103. Include an SASE. Entry deadline :
February 1, 2002.

Title: Seventy Years of "Firsts" on First
Day Covers
Source and format: American Philatelic
Research Library (APS) - Slides
Reviewer description: Program shows
FDC " firsts " such as first "Mail
Early " slogan cancel, first coil stamp,
first cachet, etc.

Ratings - 1 to 10 (10 = excellent)
and comments
• Visual quality - 8
• Quality of materials shown - 7
(ordinary but clean and clear)
• Topic coverage - 5 (not in-depth ; of
interest only to beginning collectors)
• Clarity of presentation - 8

Other comments: A good presentation fo r
youth or beginning FDC collectors .
December 2001
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By WFSC VP Youth Division MaryAnn Bowman
P.O. Box 1451. Waukesha. WI 53187

Joining with Juniors
Websites

The Collector's Club of Chicago has come up
with a novel idea . Perhaps it will introduce
youth to stamp collecting . At the very least, it
offers a tool for teac hers and adults interested
in promoting the hobby to young collectors.
The AskPhil Academy at www.AskPhil.org
offers 13 mini-lessons on a variety of stamp
collecting subjects . The courses were prepared
by James Ashby. From the introductory page,
it is apparent that the CCC plans additional
courses and new features.
The site comprises short easy-to-read
lessons fo llowed by a quiz. Children are urged
to work through each of the lessons. After they
have correctly answered each of the questions in
each of the quizzes, they are invited to submit
their name and address. In return, they receive a
certificate as well as the name of a stamp club
located near them . (Site managers will not give
names and addresses to outside groups.)
This could be a wonderful opportunity for
adults to work with children, their own or
others . Lessons take but a few minutes to read
through and have only five multiple-choice
questions to answer . (The project works on the
honor system - you are trusted to have
completed the course work.)

•
Although not philatelic, have you seen the
website for kids developed by the U.S. Mint? I
was very impressed when I saw how attractive
and interesting they had made the field of
numismatics . The U.S. Postal Service might
take a lesson from them. The Web address is
www.usmint.gov . You enter the kids area
through clicking on h.i .p. pocket change . There
are games, cartoons, a time machine, coin
news, Camp Coin, and a section for teachers .
I fo und the games to be interesting, interactive, and challenging . Time machine and

CLOSED ALBUM MORRIS (MORRIE) LUCK
Morrie Luck passed away on October 14,
200 I . He was an active member of the
North Shore Philatelic Society of Milwaukee . He was also a member of other
Milwaukee-area clubs.
Morrie's recent philatelic endeavors
involved reaching out to youth. He devoted
much time to participation in local school
programs that allowed him to introduce
stamp collecting to the students.

4
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cartoons were educational. In Camp Coin, I
fo und material I could use with a mystery unit I
was teaching at school. I also fo und a listing of
the requirements to receive the Boy Scout merit
badge for coin collecting. The teacher's section

By Robert J. Mather
Waukesha County Philatelic Society

Who's Who in the WFSC
Member:
Jay Bigalke
I had the pleasure of
interviewing Jay
Bigalke for this column ,
and his enthusiasm and
zest made it a most
pleasant experience.
Jay is 19 years old
Jay Bigalke
and lives with his
parents and a younge r brother and sister in
unincorporated Reedfield , WI , with a population of about 50 people . It is located 15 miles
west of Appleton. His fathe r is a truck driver
with Schneider Trucking and his mother is a
cashier at the New London Piggly Wiggly.
Currently, Jay is a sophomore at the University
of Wisconsin-Madison .
Jay started collecting stamps in 1991 during
National Stamp Collecting Month when he
came across a batch of old postcards with
stamps on them . He cut the stamps off and
persuaded his parents to get one of each of the
new stamp issues from the post office . This
gradually evolved, as it did with most of us, to
where he is today.
Jay recently joined the Badger Stamp Club
in Madison and the Oshkosh Philatelic Society.
He is also a member of the Reis Chapter of the
American First Day Cover Society, a California-based group . This came about during a trip
he took to California that included attending the
Lucille Ball first-day ceremony.
Jay creates cachets, mainly for first-day
covers. His first effort was for the 1999
Summer Sports issue, for which he produced
50 FDCs. He usually generates 25 to 50 covers
for each issue but has done as many as 150 for
such stamps as the Lucille Ball issue. He sells
his covers on eBay with the proceeds being
used to offset his college costs .
Jay has registered as a dealer for first-day
canceling services done at the U.S. Postal

was currently running a contest whereby
teachers submit innovative ideas for using coins
in the classroom . These ideas will then be
posted on the Web .
I have a lot more exploring to do at that
website as I see many parallels between coin
and stamp collecting. Have you visited the U.S.
Mint website? If so, I would appreciate your
comments. You can write to me at the address
shown above. ■

Service's Kansas City facility. He also has an
arrangement with a dealer to sell some of hi s
covers . Jay identifies all of his cachets with the
letters FPMG, which stand for "Future Post
Master General."
Jay makes FDCs only for U.S. stamps .
Joint issues are an exception and he is thinking
about doing some Canadian covers in the
future . He recently sent 50 of his cacheted
covers to Ital y for an Enrico Fermi issue .
Although it is not a joint issue with Italy , the
United States also will issue a Fermi stamp . He
plans to get both stamps and cancels on his
cachets, making this a rather unusual item .
At this early age he already has had a rather
unusual experience . He bought 25 sheets of the
Wisconsin Statehood stamp in 1998 and his
father helped him put them on envelopes. After
all stamps had been affixed, he discovered th at
one of the sheets was misperfed so that the
1998 was in the bottom selvage and was
missing from the top row of stamps .

Jay identifies all of his cachets with
the letters FPMG, which stand for
"Future Post Master General."
He spends some time on the hobby every
day . He plans ahead by designing cachets for
future stamp issues even before designs have
been released . As a result, he sometimes comes
up with a cachet that is very similar to what is
depicted on the stamp. This happened with the
recent James Madison stamp and he was kidded
about stealing the post office design. Jay
designed the program and cancel for the James
Madison second-day ceremony held in Madison
on October 19 . It is apparent that his talents are
recognized and appreciated, and he is givi ng
some thought to exhibiting in the not-toodistant future .
It was indeed a pleasure talking with Jay,
and reassuring to know that the hobby has
some very good days ahead with young people
like him . We will be keep ing our eyes open
for FPMG cachets and wish him only the best
in the future. ■
Across the Fence Post

Bv Russell White. Wisconsin Postal
Histo,y Societv

Law Stamps

Back Road s of Philat ely

Lower Canada overprinted L. C. (barely visible
under top cancellation)

The Province of Canada (1841-67)

Northern British America solidified when
France ceded Quebec in 1763 . Britain reorganized this colony several times, both before and
after U.S. secession . In 1791, Canada was
restructured into six colonies: Nova Scotia,
Newfoundland, New Brunswick, St. John
Island (Prince Edward Island after 1799) ,
Upper Canada and Lower Canada.
In 1841, Upper and Lower Canada were
merged into one Province of Canada, with a
capital at Kingston (Upper Canada) . People still
referred to Upper Canada (Ontario) and Lower
Canada (Quebec) to identify locales.
From 1844 to 1849, the capital was in
Montreal. In 1849, after a businessmen's
campaign advocating joining the United States
fa iled, Montreal was punished by losing its
capital status . The capital alternated between
Toronto and Quebec City for 10 years . In 1859,
Ottawa became the permanent capital.
Effective July I, 1867, most provinces and
territories joined to form a confederation
(Dominion of Canada) . Prince Edward Island
joined on Jul y I, 1873. Newfoundland joined
on April I, 1949 .

Upper Canada
L.S. (Law

Society)
overprint

Bill Stamps

example
of 1864
first
series

(Consolidated
Fund)
overprint
F.F. (Fee

examples of 1865-68 second series

Fund)
overprint

The Province of Canada needed to provide
for postal and fiscal needs. Postage stamps
were issued in 1851. The first stamps (3
pence, 6 pence and 12 pence initially) continued in various forms fo r eight years. In 1859,
Canada went decimal. Postage stamps were
issued using similar designs. No revenue
stamps yet existed; the few government
services were paid in cash.
As government grew, so did a need for
revenue stamps . To that end, bill and law
stamps were authorized in 1864. Bill stamps
were used to collect various general fees on
documents. Law stamps were created for courtrelated fees . All revenue stamps mentioned are
listed in the 2001 Canadian Revenue Stamp
Catalogue, by Erling Van Dam.

The first bill stamps were created in early
1864. Printed by the new American Bank Note
Co ., the 17 stamps were uniform , light blue ,
but not well liked . The design was difficult to
print and numerous perforation varieties arose
due to plating problems .
The set was replaced by the I 865 issue ,
printed by American Bank Note Co . in NY .
This set continued until the first dominion issue
of I868 was printed. Values under 10¢ were
red ; 10¢, 20¢, 30¢, 40¢ and 50¢ values were
blue and the dollar values($!, $2, $3) were
bicolored. A 30¢ red is known, but not the
reason for its color.
The law stamps were less well defined .
Created by law in June 1864, to account for
court-related revenues, the stamps showed a
large blindfolded liberty. Stamps under $ I
were green; the $I, $2 , $3, $4 and $5 values
had a black center and green border. All
were overprinted .
The court and legal systems for the two
regions of the Province of Canada were different, so each region needed its own stamps . One
set, overprinted L.C. in red, was made for
Lower Canada. Use of these stamps continued
in Quebec after confederation until new Quebec
stamps were issued in 1871 .
To accommodate the Upper Canada legal
systems, three sets were made: L.S . in
carmine for the Law Society, C.F. in blue for
the Consolidated Fund, and F.F. in yellow for
the Fee Fund . All funds were merged in 1869
after Upper Canada became Ontario . C.F .
stamps remained in use until mid-1870,
although replacement by Ontario law stamps
began in March 1869. ■

DAVID ALDRICH
STAMPS
Austria
Switzerland
Liechtenstein
Canada
Baltic & Former Soviet
Union Countries

s a'n dMaterial
First & Third Sunday of the Month - at
Sokol-Tabor Hall, 6630 W. 16th St.
Berwyn, IL

P.O. Box 513
Arlington Heights, IL 60006
847-253-0085

Across the Fence Post • - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ------

December 2001

5

8pecial stories lie behind ~
Christmas postage stamps
Among philatelists, Fred Ziemann is most
well known for his distinguished awardwinning exhibits. The general public in the
Wausau, WI, area recognize him as a
philatelic writer. For many years, Fred wrote
a stamp collecting column for The Daily
Herald , Wausau's local newspaper. The
article thar follows is a reprint of what
appeared in the January 23, 1997, edition.
Fred is a longtime member and officer of
the Wisconsin Valley Philatelic Society. He
also holds membership in the American
Philatelic Society and the American Topical
Association. His major interest is in thematic
collecting and his current specialty is wolves.
In 1996, Fred was inducted into Wisconsin
Philatelic Hall of Fame.

for Christmas . The letter "X" comes to us
from Greek to Latin to English and stands for
"Christ." It is the name, Christ, spelled with
one letter, and it became a symbol used by the
first Christians to identify themselves to other
Christians. "XMAS" is a shortened form of
Mass, hence "Christ's Mass" or a "Mass for
Christ" spelled "Xmas ."
Sixty-four years later, the United States
issued its first Christmas stamp. It took some
doing , almost entirely through the efforts of
Charlotte Montgomery, a featured writer for
Good Housekeeping magazine who began her
campaign in June 1960 in her column "Speaker
for the House. "

Fourth-century bishop
St. Nicholas is the foundation of
the Santa legend.
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The world's first Christmas stamp was not
conceived as such. In 1898, Canadian postal
authorities wanted a new stamp to celebrate
the drop in postage rates from 3¢ to 2¢, and
the consent of Queen Victoria, the reigning
monarch , was required before any stamps in
the Commonwealth could be issued.
Being a real conservative, a stamp had to
be needed and the post office workers thought
it would be a good idea to issue the stamp on
the birthday of her son, the prince.
After careful consideration, the queen
agreed to the issue, whereupon one of the
officials present blurted out, "Good. We ' ll
issue it on the prince's birthday."
There went the apple cart. Or in today 's
vernacular, "It hit the fan."
At the time, the prince was in the queen 's
doghouse , and she also was against issuing a
stamp to honor a particular person other than
the reigning monarch.
She demanded to know, "What prince?"
A quick-thinking postal diplomat said,
"Why the Prince of Peace, Your Majesty .
We'll just add 'Christmas' to the design and
issue it in time for use on Christmas mail. "
The queen quickly agreed, and thus the
first Christmas stamp appeared with the
inscription "XMAS 1898" thereon.
Some would question the use of "XMAS "
on the stamp as well as our reluctance to use
this term today . Xmas is not an abbreviation
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The inscription "XMAS 1898" makes
this Canadian issue the world's first
Christmas stamp.
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Santa Claus first appeared
on a U.S. stamp in 1972.

The first U.S. Christmas
stamp was issued in /962 .
Despite continued enthusiastic support from
throughout the country, it wasn't until Decem-

eastern Turkey , is the real-life foundation of
,the Santa legend .
He was declared a saint in the ninth
century, and by the 12th century, December
6 became an official church holiday throughout Europe .
How many of you oldsters recall hanging
up your stocking on this date, hoping you had
been good enough during the year to warrant

ber 1962 that her crusade was rewarded and the
United States had its very first Christmas stamp
- a wreath and lighted candles .
We've come a long way; there are seven
holiday designs in a variety of formats for
1996. How did the Santa Claus we know today
originate? St. Nicholas, the fourth-century

a few goodies rather than a lump of coal?
Nicholas' whole life was a struggle for
survival, but he was remembered even today
for his great generosity and help to the needy
and poor.
By the 16th century , his popularity had
spread to the point that he had become the
patron saint of cities, towns and countries and
was the overwhelming choice of the people .

bishop born in Lycia on the south shore of

Despite theological Protestant opposition, his
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reputation for generosity and good works
continued , and his transformation from
slender saint to plump jolly elf escalated until
the metamorphosis became complete early in
the 19th century in the New World .
The "Sinter Klaas " imported by early
Dutch settlers to New Amsterdam meshed
with their German neighbors ' " Christkindle ,"
and "Santa Claus" was born . Santa first
appeared on a U.S. stamp in 1972 and his
national and world recognition was complete .
Perhaps the best known and most beloved
Christmas carol is "Stille Nachte," (Silent
Ni ght). How did this simple yet moving song
originate? Herein lies a legend worthy of the
occasion it commemorates .
In 1818 in Obemdorf, near Salzburg,
Austria, a small church was pastored by a
young priest, Josef Mohr. Three days before
Christmas , the priest discovered the ancient
organ in his St. Nicholaus Church was not
working. The nearest organ master was in
Salzburg and could not come to repair the
,
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organ in time for the Christmas Eve and
midnight Mass .
No music was a crushing blow to the Rev .
Mohr. He pondered whether a poem could be
composed that might be sung without the organ.
All through the day of the 23rd, he studied
and wrote and discarded . Nothing. Then, in the
early hours of the 24th, Christmas Eve Day , a
discouraged Mohr went to his window and
looked out over the little snow-covered village,

to the hillsides beyond and then upward to the
sky. Suddenly, then quickly in prayer, his
mind absorbed the scene and the reason for
the poem.
The words came, and "Stille Nachte " was
born . Could the lyrics be set to music?
He rushed to the home of his good
friend, Franz Gruber, a school teacher ,
musician and church organist, hoping that the
music score could be produced in time fo r
the evening services . An inspired Gruber
could hardly put the notes down on paper,
they came to mind so fast .
By Christmas Eve, the two men had their
hymn polished and tuned for guitar accompaniment, little realizing what their inspiration
had produced for future generations .
A 1987 Austrian stamp depicts Gruber on
the right and Mohr on left together with the
opening score of "Silent Night." A Stille
Nachte Chapel was built on the site of the old
church , and today a larger St. Nicholaus
Church stands nearby . ■
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1987 Austrian stamp depicting "Silent
Night" composers and opening score.

to all our philatelic friends

J.D. Manville • Games People Play
833 Clark Street • P.O . Box 845
'"""'""'""""'...., Stevens Point. WI 54481
(715) 341-5555 Store
(715) 341-1111 Home
(715) 498-l l l l Cell
jadeco@g2a.net

jleo.ee·s

s~s

Jim & Renee Seiler
P.O . Box 247
Reedsville, WI 54230-0247
Ph (920) 772-4297
e-mail reneestamp@web tv.net

Stamps - Covers - Postcards
Want Lists Welcomed
Special izing in U.S.
DAVE'S STAMPS

-vvvvI_

P.O. Box 1122
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495·1122
Dm Carn ey, APS, WPHS
email:
71 S-424 -8339

dcuney@charter.ut

Space for your reduced
business card ad here
Just send your card - we'll handle
the reduction details (2 1 1◄ " x 1 1 1◄ ")
$2.50 per insertion (commercial)
$2.00 per inserti on (WFSC club discount rate)

from

ROCK AIRES COLLECTABLES
Dwane Kaplenk
P.O. Box 2301 , Rockford, IL 61161
815-398-0813 - rockaires@xta.com

Carl & Phyllis Ziesemer
(Carl Is st ill recuperating . W hen in
the Des Pl aines area, call us and
stop in fo r a visit.)

Plainex Stamps, Des Plaines, IL
847-827-3589

Maximum free ad 25 words twice a year . Must be WFSC member club, member-at-large (MAL),
or individual belonging to a WFSC member club. Each abbreviated word counts as one word (MNH
= 3 words) (U.S. = 2 words), and two-word cities = 2 words. Include club name , MAL status , or
name of club in which you hold membership (not included in 25-word count). Deadline 1st of the
month preceding month of issue. Send to: Jim and Renee Seiler, Ad Mgrs., ATFP, P.O. Box 247 ,
Reedsville, WI 54230.

L _________________________ J

Across the Fence Post - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - December2001

7

8eason's Greetin8s
-From.-

American Air Mail Society,
General Billy Mitchell Chapter
American To]l}ical Associaf uon,
Cha]l}ter V
Ba(Rger Stam]!} Club
Cenfral Wisconsun Stam]!} Club
F onJ Ju Lac Siam.]!} Cluib
Germ.any Philateluc Socuety,
Chapter 18
Green Bay Pihulateluc Society
Janesville Stam.p Chllb

Kenosha Stam.p anJ Cover Clu1b
Mulwaukee Philatelic Society
I\' orthwoo,dls Philatelic Socuety Iron Momntain, Mli
Oshkosh Philatelic Society
Ouiagarnie Philatelic Society
Rockfor(R Stam.p ChJLlb
Ripon Philatelic Society
Waukesha County Philatelic Society
Wauwatosa Phulatelic Society
Wisconsin Valley Philatelic Society

Hank Schm.i(Rt

