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President’s Message
By WFSC President Karen Weigt

Christmas Philatelic Ties

“I

t has to be tied to the
cancel.” That’s what
Herb told me about
collecting Christmas seals on
cover. It was back in the 1980s,
and in 1988 he sent me a
Christmas card in a cover that
shows he practiced what he
preached.
Looking at this cover, it appears that Herb
put much thought into the placement of the
seal. He, no doubt, did some measuring to
ensure that both the franking and seal were
hit as the envelope went through the
canceling machine. The result was almost a
socked-on-the-nose cancel on the seal with the
wavy lines defacing marks killing the stamp.
Here’s undeniable proof that the 1988 seal
went through the mail in December 1988.
I found this cover while searching for
something to contribute to this issue’s
Christmas seals theme. It was in my philatelic
Christmas cards and covers collection, which is
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mostly memorabilia and a joy to peruse from
time to time.
So who’s Herb? He’s Herbert E. Burgett, of
Oshkosh, Wis. Herb was quite a gentleman and
interesting in that he was the backbone of the
now defunct Wisconsin Christmas Seal and
Charity Stamp Society, Chapter IV. He and
Patricia Felter, of Sheboygan, Wis., held this
Wisconsin chapter together from 1965 to 1991.
The group met once a year at WISCOPEX,
where I got to know Herb.
Herb was also intensely involved with the
Oshkosh Philatelic Society. He was a founding
member when the club was formed in 1930 and
held every office at one time or another until he
passed away in 1998.
Herb served the 1956-57 term as a WFSC
northern region VP and was inducted into the
Wisconsin Philatelic Hall of Fame in 1986.
I hope I’ve prompted reflections of some of
your Christmas philatelic ties, be it an item in
your collections, an individual associated with
Christmas-related philately, or memories of
your club holiday parties. Whatever your
thoughts, I wish you all a Merry Christmas and
the very best for a wonderful holiday season.
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The Editor’s Turn

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
By Ray Perry

I want to start off by wishing all of you
As I write my column this month, I’m reminded of a neat
a very merry Christmas and a happy new
needlepoint piece that a friend’s wife had done for him. It
year. I think we have a great issue to help us pictured the 15-cent 1980 Season’s Greetings stamp (U.S. 1843)
celebrate these holidays as a statewide
shown below. I had always admired this stamp and the handwork
group of philatelists. First, take a few
my friend’s wife did for him. I didn’t even
minutes to look at the many greetings from
realize he was a collector until I saw the
the various clubs throughout the Federation.
piece hanging on his wall. For years
After you’ve had a chance to enjoy those,
afterward my wife looked for a needlepoint
kit to do a similar work of art for my stamp
take a look at the feature article on page 5 on Christmas seals
office. Unfortunately, she was unable to find
and specifically the 1932 U.S. Christmas seal. This article was
one and I am left admiring the stamps in my
written by Milt Wirth, a member of the Northwoods Philatelic
collection.
Society and the Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs. Speaking
Over the years the U.S. has issued
of Christmas seals, wasn’t Karen Weigt’s article on page 1 a
some wonderful Christmas stamps both
great start for our December issue?
of a religious and secular nature. Christmas
Don’t miss MaryAnn Bowman’s Connecting with Clubs
makes a wonderful topical or thematic (if
column on page 3. There are two things I really want to draw
you can find the right needlepoint kit).
your attention to. First, we did not have a very good response to
All my life this has been one of my favorite times of the year
our poll on your favorite stamp from 1932. I think there may
from celebrating my faith to family gatherings to experiencing
have been a problem in the timing between learning of the poll
the excitement as a child and then observing it in my own
and expecting the results. Believing it would be fun to see what
children and now grandchildren. So please take time this
our membership thinks in terms of the favorite 1932 stamp, I
December to enjoy the season, spend time with family or friends
have inserted a ballot right below MaryAnn’s column to be
returned to me by February 1, 2017. I’m hoping this gives clubs if possible, and bask in the wonder of it all. Finally, take a
moment or two to play with your stamps too.
an opportunity to learn of the poll, get their club’s vote, and
submit the results. The second item that MaryAnn had in her
column was a reminder about the Green Bay Philatelic
Society’s challenge to bring a 1-page exhibit of up to 12 stamps
Pictured to the left
that show why you are proud to be an American. If your club
are 2 of the 6 U.S.
does something of this nature, please send me a scan or hard
Christmas stamps to
copy of the entries for your club by March 1, 2017. I will put
be issued in 2016.
them in the April issue and/or get them posted on our website.
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Connecting with Clubs
By MaryAnn Bowman
Happy Holidays! I have so enjoyed hearing about what
other WFSC clubs are doing and I hope that those who are not
currently submitting their meeting notices to me will do so during
the upcoming new year. They can be submitted by snail mail or
email (address at the end of the column).
It is not uncommon for clubs to plan programs around a
particular stamp issue. A common theme this year was the
100th anniversary of the National Parks Service. On June 2,
at World Stamp Show New York 2016, a pane of 16 colorful
stamps depicting landscapes, plants, animals, and other objects
associated with a particular national park was issued. The latest
club to offer such a program was the Northwestern Mutual Stamp
Club where a show-and-tell program of philatelic material related
to national parks was offered.
The Waukesha County Philatelic Society used the new
national parks stamps on one of their recent mailings. The center
section of the pane shows a detail of the 1-cent Yosemite stamp
issued in 1934 and rendered in light brown with a text overlay.
The size of this center piece was perfect for use as a cachet on
large #10 envelopes. If your club would like to plan a program
around the National Parks and would like to have either the
headers from the sheet or the center section, please write to me,
let me know how many you need, and I will send them to you on
a first come, first served basis. Make sure you can still obtain the
National Parks stamp issue from either your post office or from
the USPS stamp catalog.
The Badger Stamp Club had a Member’s Bourse in
November where club members can sign up for a table to sell
their philatelic material. In October, they were treated to a
program by John Pare titled “Bermuda by Air Before Scheduled
Flights 1925 - 1937.”
Green Bay Philatelic Society recently voted to give $10 in
cash prizes as an incentive for their one-page “Why I Am Proud

to Live in the USA” exhibit. WFSC editor, Ray Perry, of the
Green Bay club has challenged all WFSC clubs to prepare similar
one-page exhibits depicting patriotic pride in America, and after
the club presentation, scan them for inclusion in a future ATFP
issue.
Green Bay also had a program in September presented by
Randy Younger titled “Bees and Honey.” Their October
meeting happened to be on the same night that the Packers
were playing the Bears so members were asked to bring
sports-related philatelic material.
Ray’s Ramblings is a column written for the Green Bay
club by the WFSC editor, Ray Perry. A recent issue had an
article about Australia and its stamps. I have an abundance of
Australian stamps and will send you a small priority mail box full
of hundreds of these stamps. Postage only is required. You can
use them at your club meetings or for your outreach programs.
Send $6.80 in check or stamps to me at the address below.
The Northwoods Philatelic Society was involved with a
community event. Cacheted covers were prepared for Leif
Erickson Days being held in Norway, Michigan (for information
on obtaining one of these covers contact Milt Wirth at 906-7745784 or mwirth@chartermi.net). This was not their first
endeavor with preparing covers for a community event. They had
previously created covers for the Felch Post Office Centennial
and had also done a cover for the Animal Shelter Adopt a Pet
project. Let me know if your club is planning to create a cover
for a local happening.
It’s not too late to take the 1932 Commemorative Stamp
Survey as written in the October ATFP issue. Have your vote
counted and see the results in a future issue. It does not take but
a few minutes to take a club vote!
MaryAnn Bowman can be contacted by mail at PO Box 1451,
Waukesha, WI 53187 or by email at maryann15b@mac.com

Ballot

First Christmas Stamp

Favorite U.S. Commemorative Stamp of 1932
Stamp Issue

# of Votes

Washington Bicentennial Issue

(704-15)

_________

Winter Olympics (716)

_________

Arbor Day (717)

_________

3¢ Summer Olympics

_________

5¢ Summer Olympics

_________

William Penn (724)

_________

Daniel Webster (725)

_________

To find the first stamp issued that commemorated Christmas
we have to go north of our border to Canada where in 1898 two
stamps were issued portraying the Gerhardus Mercator World
Map of 1569. Centered in the lower portion of both of these
stamps are the words “XMAS 1898”. These two stamps are
pictured below:

Please complete the ballot either individually or as a club writing in the
number of votes for each issue (1 vote per club member). Send the
completed ballots to me via e-mail:
fiveperrys@athenet.net

Scott 85
Scott 86
The Canadian postmaster thought that a stamp should be
issued for the Prince of Wales and suggested that these stamps
should honor “the prince.” Queen Victoria indignantly asked
what prince, to which the quick thinking postmaster, William
Mulock answered “Why, madam, the Prince of Peace.”

Or via snail mail:
Ray D. Perry
2214 Allouez Ave.
Green Bay, WI 54311
Please get the ballots to me no later than February 1 and I’ll publish the
results in the March issue of A TFP.

Page 3

As Paul Harvey would say, and now you know the rest of the
story.
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The Northwoods Philatelic Society (NPS) Wishes You
the Joys of Christmas Throughout 2017

Every Cover has a Story
As is so often the case with an interesting
piece of postal history, the cover which is the
centerpiece in the Christmas greeting from the
Northwoods Philatelic Society in this issue of
ATFP has a story associated with it. For the
collector of Christmas topical material, the
cachet is the obvious focal point of the item.
For the collector of charity labels, the 1945
Christmas seal designed by Park Phipps is the
primary attraction. Even the Detroit slogan
cancel on the Elias Howe and Alfred E.
Smith stamps has an appeal for some postal
historians. The less obvious story, however, is
the historical context of the mailing and the
person to whom it was sent.
Although Germany surrendered in May
and Japan in August, World War II was
far from over in December 1945. In the
post-combat phase of the war, U.S. military
personnel were very much on duty dealing
with millions of prisoners of war and displaced
civilians. The huge war machines of the
victors and the vanquished had to be
dismantled and properly stored or destroyed.
The physically and mentally wounded faced
long periods of recovery and rehabilitation.
New recruits were needed to replace
war-weary veterans in restoring peace once the
shooting stopped.
For Private John R. Jungwirth (Military
Service Number 46057714), the person to
whom the cover is addressed, life as a soldier
was still a new experience. Census records
show that John Raymond Jungwirth was born
on 21 January 1927 to John A. and Mary L.
Jungwirth and lived in Detroit in the period
between the German invasion of Poland and
the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor. He
enlisted on 14 August 1945 at age 18, and
on the following day the Japanese announced
acceptance of the terms of surrender to end the
war. Was it really the Jungwirth Effect which
forced the enemy to capitulate?
Private Jungwirth was demobilized on 17
December 1946 in time to be a civilian for
Christmas, in time for a dream deferred to be
fulfilled.

Fun Facts from the USPS
1.
2.
3.
4.
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Island Park, ID (83429) has the longest
Main St. in the United States. It is 33 miles
long.
There are almost 42,000 ZIP codes in the
United States.
Mangum, OK has the longest rural delivery
route. The mail carrier travels 187.6 miles
per day and delivers to 240 mailboxes.
The flip side of this is in Carrollton, TX
where the carrier delivers to 312 boxes
over 1.2 miles every day making it the
shortest rural route in the United States.
December 2016
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An International Philatelic Greeting
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Feature Article: Oh Christmas Seal, Oh 1932 Christmas Seal
By Milt Wirth
In 1904 a Danish postal clerk, Einar HolbØll, originally
conceived the idea of selling Christmas seals to raise money for
the relief of individuals with tuberculosis, a horrible debilitating
lung condition quite common at that time. People supported his
effort with great enthusiasm and, in addition to regular postage
stamps, bought the seals to attach to Christmas mail. Holbøll’s
idea spread rapidly that year with Sweden and
Iceland also issuing seals. Easily identified by the
Cross of Lorraine symbol (pictured to the right),
Christmas seals have been printed by many
countries since then for holiday mail.

The specific printer of a complete sheet of this seal can be
easily identified. Columbian has a blue “C” on the girl’s skirt on
seal #82. Edwards and Deutsch can be identified by the location
of a blue dot in the lower left corner of seal #91. Eureka contains
a diagonal line across the white frame at the outer corner of seals
#1, 10, 91, and 100. The seals printed by the United States
Printing and Lithography Company have a dark dot over the post
on seal #56.

Overprints of the 1932 Christmas seal include Cambridge,
Massachusetts (shown below), and Santa Claus, Indiana. Santa
Claus, Indiana was designated as the
“official” first day city cancellation
The first U.S. Christmas seals were issued in
(November 25) starting in 1936, although
1907 when Emily Bissell, a Red Cross volunteer
“unofficial” first day covers before 1936
from Delaware wanted to raise funds to operate a
exist. These overprints also exist with
local tuberculosis sanatorium. She had heard about the successful
inverted lettering. One interesting cover
Christmas seal distribution in Denmark and other
can be found from Christmas, Florida,
Scandinavian countries and thought she would try
showing a green or blue Christmas tree
the idea in this country. A stamp (pictured to the
with the words “Merry Christmas” printed
left) honoring Emily Bissell (Scott #1823) was
in script below the tree. Junita Tucker,
issued in 1980 on May 31 to commemorate her
postmistress of Christmas from 1932
birthday.
to 1973, created these special covers. Another
interesting 1932 item is the Hygeia essay
The 1932 U.S. Christmas seal was designed
(shown to the right) from an unknown printer
by Edward F. Volkman and pictured a pair of
showing a female figure holding a caduceus
Christmas carolers in the snow. The models for the seal were
and shield with “Health & Happiness” printed
Volkman’s children, Carol, age 7, and George, age 3. One
on a blue background.
wonders how long the children had to maintain the open mouth
The 1932 Christmas seal can be
“o” pose!
collected just as regular-issue stamps are with
pre-production items such as essays,
negative-makers’ blocks, mock-ups, and
proofs of various types (die, imperforate, letterhead, simulated,
and color) existing. An extremely interesting collecting topic is
post-production errors, freaks, and oddities including ink and
perforation shifts, double-inking, set offs, different printing
positions, blank areas, and printers’ waste. Other collectable
items include look-a-likes, artist’s signature on sheets, first-day
covers, earliest known usage covers, city cancellations with
Christmas-related names, milk bottle caps, press photographs,
transportation passes, sporting-event tickets, and milk bottle
collars.
The seals were printed in blue, black, red, ultramarine, and
yellow colors in sheets of one hundred and arranged with ten
horizontal rows and ten vertical columns of ten seals in each row
and column. Each seal measured 18 x 24 mm. The total amount
raised from the sale of this seal was $3,470,636.
Two master negatives were used in making the red plates. In
plate A the lower left corner of the frame in each seal is smooth,
except in instances where there is just a vestige of the spur
described in plate B. Plate B has a spur projecting downward
from the inner frame line at the lower left corner of each seal.
The United States Printing and Lithography Company used both
plates while the other three printers used only one.
The four different printers were Columbian (plate B—perf
12½), Edwards and Deutsch (plate A—perf 12½), Eureka (plate
B—perf 12½ x 12½—smooth gum—comb machine), and United
States Printing and Lithography (plates A and B—perf 12½). All
four printers used the offset printing process.
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Collecting Christmas seals is as rewarding as collecting
regular-issue stamps. In fact, collecting the 1932 Christmas seal
is challenging, fascinating, fun, and sometimes expensive.
Editor’s Note: Milt’s 1937 U.S. Christmas seal exhibit has been
awarded all medal levels, with the last being gold. It has been exhibited
at Wiscopex, Milcopex, and Stamp Show in Columbus, Ohio.
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Rudolph for Your Holiday Greetings

(1) Send your holiday greetings in a Rudolph

National Topical Stamp Show
The American Topical Association is planning numerous special programs in
conjunction with the National Topical Stamp Show, June 23-25, in Milwaukee.

cacheted envelope. Just 10¢ each plus postage.
“We view a show in Milwaukee as a homecoming for our organization, as ATA
Contact Karen Weigt at 608-609-6173
or kweigt@tds.net for postage costs calculated was founded there in 1949,” said show chairman John Hamman.
by number of envelopes ordered. (Seventy-nine
As part of the ATA annual meeting, there will be a celebration honoring Mary
left in WFSC stock.)
Ann Owens, whose birthday was June 24. Two of her exhibits, on loan from APS,
will also be shown.
(2) Give a Rudolph unofficial first-day cover
Jack Congrove of Fort Lewis, Wash., will give a program on how to create
as a holiday gift. Red cancel dated November 6, topical album pages using Microsoft Word. Topical collectors often seek
2014, Rudolph, Wis. To mail order, send $2.50 information on how to make their own pages.
each to Karen Weigt, 4184 Rose Ct.,
Barry Stagg, president of the British Thematic Society, will speak and show
Middleton, WI 53562. Make checks payable to
examples of British thematic exhibits, including his large gold award-winning
the WFSC. You’ll receive the cover plus a
exhibit on parachutes.
larger greeting-card-size outer envelope.
Dr. Edwin Andrews will show his topical exhibit on hats non-competitively,
and give a program on the new topical category which is being added for WSP
shows.
Other meetings are being planned, such as gatherings of study units, including:
biology, ships, Casey Jones, penguins, and Americana. More information will
soon be listed at www.americantopicalassn.org

WFSC Historian Needed
Rudolph cacheted covers for 10¢ each plus
postage. 79 left in WFSC stock.

In case you missed it, WFSC Historian John Pare is retiring from his position
effective in May, 2017. The federation is looking for a volunteer to take over
for John. If you are interested, please contact any WFSC officer or John Pare at
608-852-7358, pare16@mhtc.net. If you enjoy history or have any inclination
to getting involved with the Federation, please give some serious thought to
volunteering for this role. Thank you.

Rudolph unofficial first-day cover with red
cancel for $2.50 each
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WFSC Show Schedule
(Some dates and details may be subject to change, and there will likely be additional listings.)
List your show, bourse, auction or other event here!
Contact Karen Weigt, 4184 Rose Ct., Middleton, WI 53562.
Phone: 608-836-1509, (kweigt@tds.net)

WFSC CLUB SHOWS

April 9, 2017

November 19, 2016

DANEPEX ’17
Badger Stamp Club
Crowne Plaza Hotel, 4402 E.
Washington Ave. (across from
East Towne Mall), Madison, WI
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. (contact: Bob
Voss P.O. Box 35, McFarland, WI
53558 (608) 838-1033
lestamps@charter.net
Judged exhibits, bourse

OSHKOSH STAMP BOURSE
Oshkosh Philatelic Society
Elk’s Club
175 W. Fernau Ave.
Oshkosh, WI
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Contact: Dave Carney
920-687-9077
dcarney1@new.rr.com
Bourse only

February 11, 2017
58th ANNUAL EXHIBITION
AND BOURSE
Janesville Stamp Club
Holiday Inn Express, 3100 Wellington Pl., Janesville, WI
9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Contact Aimee Devine, 2111 E.
Luther Rd., Janesville, WI 53545
(608) 758-1354
spanishmoss72@sbcglobal.net
Exhibits, bourse

March 4-5, 2017
STAMPFEST ’17
Milwaukee Philatelic Society
Location to be announced. Greater
Milwaukee, WI. Sat. 10am to 5pm
Sunday 10 am to 3 pm.
Contact: Tom Zacharias
414-321-4362 or 414-852-4019
Bourse only

May 6-7, 2017
WISCOPEX ’17
WFSC 85th
Annual Convention
Hosted by Central Wisconsin
Stamp Club, Holiday Inn, 1001
Amber Ave., Stevens Point, WI
Conatact: J.D. Manville
(715) 341-5555
jadeco@charter.net
Judged exhibits, seminars, and
bourse

November 18-20, 2016
Itasca, IL
CHICAGOPEX ‘16
Chicago Philatelic Society,
Westin Chicago
Northwest Hotel
400 Park Blvd.
Judged exhibits, seminars, and
bourse

November 26, 2016
Countryside, IL
SUPEX ‘16
Suburban Collector’s Club
of Chicago,
Operating Engineer’s Hall
LaGrange Rd. and Joliet Rd.
Bourse only

December 3-4, 2016
July, 2017
(date to be announced)
BAY DE NOC STAMP AND
COIN SHOW
Bay de Noc Stamp and Coin Club
Bay College, M-TEC Bldg., 2000
N. 30th St., Escanaba, MI
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. EDT
Contact: Richard Reiffers
(906) 233-5574
Bourse only

March 18, 2017
BAYPEX ’17
Green Bay Philatelic Society
St. Matthew Catholic Church
Multi-Purpose Room
2575 S. Webster Ave.
Green Bay, WI
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Contact: Ray D. Perry
920-469-8925,
fiveperrys@athenet.net
Exhibits and bourse

OTHER MAJOR SHOWS
AND BOURSES

July 29, 2017
12th LAKELAND COIN AND
STAMP CLUB SUMMER
SHOW
Lakeland Stamp Club
Woodruff Town Hall, Hwy 47E,
Woodruff, WI
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Contact: Dean Marin, P.O.B. 202,
Woodruff, WI 54568

Milwaukee, WI
MSDA Show—Milwaukee
Midwest Stamp Dealers
Association
Crowne Plaza Milw. Airport,
6401 S. 13th St., Milwaukee

9/17

www.jadecostampandhobby.com

Bourse only

December 10-11, 2016
Lombard, IL
MSDA Holiday West Show,
Midwest Stamps Dealers
Association, Lindner Conference
Center, 610 E. Butterfield Rd.
Bourse only

12/16

Check out our show schedule online
www.foxriverstamps.com

March 11-12, 2017

715-356-9453

FREE CLASSIFIED
ADS
If you are a WFSC
member club,
a member-at-large, or an
individual belonging to a WFSC
member club,
you are entitled to two free ads
of 25 words per year.

Back issues of ATFP
can be viewed online at
www.wfscstamps.org.
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Bourse only

Try
Exhibiting
Stamps

Rockford/Loves Park, IL
ROCKFORD ‘17,
Rockford Stamp Club,
Forest Hills Lodge,
1601 W. Lane Rd. (Hwy 173)

P.O. Box 6, Salem, WI 53168

US Mint Sheets, PNCs, EFOs, Test Stamps
Back of Book, Cinderellas, Ducks, Covers

Exhibits and Bourse

Collect
Stamps
Across the Fence Post
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Enjoy the
Peace, Love, Hope, and Joy
of this Special Season

Badger Stamp Club
Sheboygan Stamp Club
Fond du Lac Stamp Club
Oshkosh Philatelic Society
Green Bay Philatelic Society
Kettle Moraine Stamp & Coin Club
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