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It’s French, of course, and according to one 
internet search site, the word was borrowed 
into English to refer to Christmas or the  
Christmas season.  
 So, there you have it: joyeux means 
“merry” and Noel means “Christmas.” This 
clarifies the Christmas carol whereby the    
angels say the first Noel (Christmas) was    
proclaimed “to certain poor shepherds in  
fields where they lay.” I can’t believe I’ve 
been singing this for 70-some years and never 
quite knew what it meant. 
 It’s like this cover I found in my collection 
that I have no idea of why I have it or how I 
got it. It’s obviously a Christmas cover having 
been postmarked December 14, 1961, at Noel, 
MO. It also has a cachet stamped with green 
ink in the shape of a Christmas tree and the 
text: “Christmas Greetings / Noel, MO. / ‘The 
Christmas City in the Ozark Vacationland.”’ 

December 14, 1961, Noel, MO, cover.  

 But there’s more that I very likely did not 
know about this cover when I mounted it on an 
album page years ago. I assume my ignorance 
because of a pencil marking on the page     
discernibly added at a later date. It reads “Dec. 
2008, AP,” the abbreviation for The American 
Philatelist, journal of the American Philatelic 
Society. At the time, I probably saw something 
about this cover while reading my AP and  
jotted down the reference.  

“N 
oel, Noel / Noel, 
Noel / Born is the 
King of Israel.” So 

say the angels in the Christmas 
carol titled “The First Noel.” 
‘Tis the season when we also 
see the greeting Joyeux Noel. 
What exactly does Noel mean?  

 Since I don’t save my APs that far back,  
I hit the internet again pulling up the APS 
website and then that AP December 2008 
issue. I found an article on pp. 1114-1119 
titled “Walter Arndt Elected Postmaster  
General of McDonald Territory,” by Dr. 
Robert Crossman. It expounded on the 
McDonald Territory stamp affixed at the 
upper left of my Christmas cover.   

McDonald Territory “2” stamp that reads: “Private  
dispatch from Territorial Post Office to the nearest U.S. 

Post Office.    
  
 The story goes 
that citizens of 
McDonald    
County, MO 
(which includes 
Noel, MO),     
became angry with 
the Missouri State 
Highway         
Department   
when it rerouted 
U.S. Hwy. 71 
bypassing several scenic resort cities in the 
county. It furthermore failed to mention the 
area in the “Family Vacation” side of the 
official state highway map. Their anger   
culminated in a vote on April 12, 1961, to 
secede from the Union. They elected        
territorial officers, produced coinage, and 
printed 100,000 territorial stamps and 50,000 
passport visas. 

Noel, McDonald Territory, 
1961, backstamp. 

 The secession brought national and some international attention to the 
area. Having accomplished their mission to publicize the McDonald County 
“Family Vacation Area,” and with concerns by some about continuing to 
receive U.S. Department of the Treasury Social Security checks, territory 
residents voted again on April 16, 1961 (just four days later), to remain a 
part of the state of Missouri, USA. 
 It’s amazing what a cover and the internet can teach us.  
 
 Wishing you all a Joyeux Noel. 
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     Across the Fence Post is the official publication of the    
Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs, Inc., a 501(c)3           
non-profit organization. WFSC also is a life member of the   
APS (since 1953). For more information about WFSC, please 
visit the website, www.wfscstamps.org.    
 ATFP is published monthly September through April,      
and every other month May through August (10 issues per year). 
News of Wisconsin collectors, club news and other gratis    
original philatelic features are welcomed. The editor accepts 
submissions in any format, but prefers email if possible. The 
editor reserves  the right  to make editorial changes to submitted 
copy. Material appearing in ATFP not carrying an individual 
copyright notice may be reproduced only by not-for-profit  
organizations, provided the author(s) and ATFP receive credit or 
attribution. All materials carrying an individual copyright  notice 
are the sole property of the author(s).                                       
 Unless explicitly stated by an officer in conjunction with 
official WFSC business, opinions expressed by the editor or  
individual authors are not necessarily endorsed by the WFSC.
  Submission deadlines for editorial and advertising materials 
are the 1st of the month preceding month of publication (i.e. -
Jan.1st for Feb. issue). Editorial matter should be sent to:  Ray 
D. Perry, Editor ATFP, 2214 Allouez Ave., Green Bay, WI 
54311. Phone: 920-660-2154 (fiveperrys@athenet.net).  
 Send advertising material to John St. Onge, Advertising 
Manager, ATFP, P.O. Box 123, Wales, WI 53183-0123. Phone 
262-893-5210 (jcstonge@gmail.com). For a complete list of 
advertising rates and policies (display, classified, and listings), 
request a copy from the advertising manager.  

 

Connecting with Clubs  

 Badger Stamp Club recently created the position of club   
social secretary for the express purpose of sending greeting  
cards on behalf of the club to members that have been ill,       
experienced a birth or death in the family, and for other major 
life events that might warrant an acknowledgement.    
 In the Waukesha County Philatelic Society, we can always 
count on Bob Mather to have a supply of greeting cards that he 
carries to each meeting in his briefcase. They are ready at a 
minute’s notice and all club members can sign the card and write 
a short personal message of encouragement and cheer. The cost 
of cards need not break the club treasury if you use and keep on 
hand those greeting cards that charities send through the mail in 
hopes of getting a donation from you. 
 The Green Bay Philatelic Society used an APS DVD on the 
doctoring of postage stamps for their October program. It was 
reported that the program was a bit of a disappointment as it only 
listed a few ways that stamps are doctored but went into very 
little detail about how this was accomplished or how to identify 
doctored stamps.   
 If your club has used an APS or other philatelic program      
as produced by a stamp collecting organization, please tell us 
about your experiences and whether you would recommend     
the program to other clubs. Let’s use this column as a type of 
clearinghouse to help our fellow clubs have interesting and   in-
formative programs. 
 Much has been written about the collecting of United Nations 
stamps recently. That is partly because the APS hosted UNEXPO 
at their headquarters during the last weekend in October. It also 
fell on the heels of October 24 which is United Nations Day.  
Picking up on that theme, the Waukesha club had a discussion, 
not a formal program, about UN philately and used questioning 
techniques to find out what the members knew about the United 
Nations and its philatelic programs. Members brought show-and-
tell items related to the theme. The evening concluded with a  

donation auction of UN material which netted $38.50 for the 
club treasury. 
 All club programming need not be a formal presentation; 
sometimes just sharing of information and knowledge on a   
particular topic or country is just as fulfilling and it takes away 
the burden of planning, creating visuals, making handouts, etc. 
 Plan ahead for WISCOPEX 2018 and MILCOPEX. Both 
shows are offering 4- and 8-page exhibits around the alphabet 
letter “P.” There are many creative ways to work the letter “P” 
into your title or collecting interest. You can have fun sharing 
your personal pursuits without the worry of having to please a 
judge. More ideas about this next month. 
 With the holiday season clearly upon us, many of the clubs 
will forego their traditional format of business meetings and 
educational programming and party with their membership.   
Most will have food of some sort whether it is pizza, sub    
sandwiches, a cookie exchange, or sweet treats and other finger 
food brought to share with the membership. Some will have 
music and play games. Others will enjoy the fellowship of just 
being together. Whatever your club does - enjoy the moment 
and celebrate the season!  
 
 Wishing you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year! 
  

   Australian Christmas stamps from 1958.      U.S. New Year’s  
                                                                          stamp from 2000. 

By MaryAnn Bowman, Waukesha County Philatelic Society 

http://www.wfscstamps.org
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The Editor’s Turn  

 Our president, Karen Weigt, leads off on p. 1 with a very 
interesting article on Noel, MO. 
 MaryAnn Bowman is on page 2 with her usual summary of 
what is going on in our member clubs around the federation. 
Along with that she has incorporated some program ideas. Find 
out the featured letter for the non-competitive 4- and 8-page 
exhibits for WISCOPEX ‘18 and MILCOPEX ‘18. 
 Page 3, in addition to this column includes a special        
announcement notifying the federation that Chuck Rebek has 
been appointed to fill the Central Region Vice President role. 
Thanks Chuck for stepping up. 
 Last year, Milt Wirth wrote an article on the 1932 U.S. 
Christmas seal. This year on pages 4 and 6 Milt is joined by his 
wife, Carol. Together they wrote an article about the 1937 U.S. 
Christmas seal. I think you will find it interesting.   
 On pages 5, 6 and  8 you can find an article titled “A     
Dickens of a Christmas Carol,” by Clete Delvaux. Clete        
explores the well-known Charles Dickens novel. 
 Page 7 contains the Federation Focus by Karen Weigt, 
which this month summarizes the WFSC Fall Executive Board     
meeting. Along with this is a special Christmas greeting. 
 Learn about the first U.S. Christmas stamp in “Did You 
Know” on page 8. Also on page 8 are several special Christmas 
greetings. 
 Page 9 is our updated list of shows and classified ads. Please 
be sure to support our advertisers. 
 We wrap up this month with a special Christmas greeting 
from a number of our member clubs on page 10. 
 I hope you enjoy this month’s issue. As always, if you have 
any comments or suggestions, please be sure to send them to 
me at: fiveperrys@athenet.net. 
 
 
 I mentioned that I would share some of our Christmas    
traditions with you. We try very hard not to start our           
preparations for Christmas until after Thanksgiving. It seems to 
get harder each year. We try to keep a positive outlook on the 
season and not get so wrapped up in it that we forget the true 
faith-based reason we celebrate Christmas. Obviously some of 
our traditions have changed over the years as our kids have 
grown up, married, and have families of their own. Still, despite  
some changes, we have been able to maintain many of our   
favorite traditions. 
 One of the first things we do each year is to go out to the 
tree farm and cut our Christmas tree. One or more of the    
grandkids are usually able to assist us with this activity and I 
think they enjoy the process. Yes, an old forester can’t have an 
artificial tree despite my wife’s pleadings. 
 One of the next activities is for us to send out our annual  

 

Chuck Rebek Appointed Central Region VP 
  
 Chuck Rebek has been         
appointed to fill a vacancy in the 
WFSC Central Region VP position. 
He serves the Wisconsin Valley 
Philatelic Society (Wausau),   
Lakeland Stamp and Coin Club 
(Minocqua), Central Wisconsin 
Stamp Club (Stevens Point), and 
Chippewa Valley Stamp Club (Eau 
Claire).  
 Rebek resides in Wauwatosa 
and is a member of the Wauwatosa 
Philatelic Society, Lakeland Stamp 
and Coin Club, and the Wisconsin 
Postal History Society. He also 
participates annually at TOSAPEX 
with a dealer bourse table.  

 Rebek is not new to the WFSC “official family.” During the 
1980s to 1990s, he served approximately 10 years as chairman 
of the Judging Committee. He has furthermore served on the 
Committee on Exhibitions.  
 We welcome Rebek back to the WFSC Executive Board   
and thank him for volunteering his service. We also thank Mike 
Sagstetter, who served as Central Region VP from 2013 to May 
2017. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

By Ray Perry 

 Isn’t this a wonderful time of year? 
Soon we will enjoy the beauty and serenity 
of gently falling snow. We will again gather 
for family celebrations and camaraderie. As 
the saying goes: “Christmas is the warmest 
time of the year.” Last month, I shared 
some of our family Thanksgiving traditions, 
this month I will share some of our    
Christmas traditions, but first a look at  
what is in this month’s issue of ATFP. 

Chuck Rebek 
 new Central Region VP 

Christmas card/letter. Next on the list is Christmas 
shopping; we set aside a day and spend it shopping. 
We take a break for a special lunch at a special 
restaurant. 
 Somewhere in mid-December we start baking 
Christmas cookies. The grandkids really enjoy this 
activity. Gramps helps them with the taste-testing. 

 Soon it is Christmas Eve and we are           
exhausted, but feeling very fulfilled. We get    
together with immediate and extended family for 
Christmas Eve dinner. After dinner we will go to 
late Mass, always an enriching experience and the 
heart of our celebration. 
 Sometime over the week following Christmas 
we will have our family gift exchange. That    
always used to be on Christmas morning after a big breakfast, 
but with in-laws involved now it just works better to plan it 
some time after Christmas. We will still have a very nice meal to 
go along with the gift exchange and more family memories will 
be made. 
 Wishing you all a Merry Christmas in however you celebrate 
this wonderful holiday and let there be Peace on Earth! 
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O Come, All Ye Faithful 1937 Christmas Seals 

In 1904 a Danish postal clerk, Einar HolbØll, originally 
conceived the idea of selling Christmas seals to raise money 
for the relief of individuals with tuberculosis, a horrible,  
debilitating lung condition quite common at that time. People 
supported his effort with great enthusiasm and, in addition  
to regular postage stamps, bought the seals to attach to 
Christmas mail. Holbøll’s idea spread rapidly that year with 
Sweden and Iceland also issuing seals. Easily identified by 
the Cross of Lorraine symbol, Christmas seals have been 
printed by many countries since then for holiday mail. 

The first U.S. Christmas seals were issued in 1907 when 
Emily Bissell, a Red Cross volunteer from Delaware, wanted 
to raise funds to operate a local tuberculosis sanatorium. She 
had heard about the successful Christmas seal distribution in 
Denmark and other Scandinavian countries and thought she 
would try the idea in this country. A stamp honoring Emily 
Bissell (Scott 1823) was issued in 1980 on May 31 to     
commemorate her birthday. 

The 1937 U.S. Christmas 
seal was designed by A.    
Robert Nelson and pictured a 
town crier ringing a bell and 
holding a lantern. The Cross  
of Lorraine double-barred   
symbol and a snow-covered 
house are visible in the       
background.  

The seals were printed in 
blue, black, red, and yellow 
colors in sheets of one hundred and arranged with 10       
horizontal rows and 10 vertical columns of 10 seals in each 
row and column. All panes, except those printed by Eureka, 
have straight edges on all four sides. Each pane contains 96 
regular seals with four slogan seals. Each seal measures 18 x 
24 mm. The total amount raised from the sale of this seal 
was $4,985,696.  

The four slogan seals have a yellow background with the 
Cross of Lorraine and the date 1937 in red with the slogans 
and an additional date of 1907 in black. The wording and 
positions of the slogan seals in each pane include: “Health 
for all” (seal 23), “Protect your home” (seal 28), 

“Preventable” (seal 73), 
and Curable” (seal 78). 
The four different    
printers were Eureka, 
Strobridge, Edwards and 
Deutsch, and United 
States Printing and 
Litho. Perforations were 
121/2  from all printers 
except Eureka which 
were perforated 12 x 
121/2.  All four printers 
used the offset printing 
process. 
 The specific printer  
of a complete pane of  
this seal can be easily 
identified by printer’s 

marks. Eureka has a black “E” in the lower right corner of seal 56. 
Strobridge can be identified by a red “S” in the lower right corner 
of seal 56. Edwards and Deutsch contains a black “D” in the lower 
right corner of seal 56 and a red dot in the lower right corner of 
seal 55, and the seals printed by United States Printing and Litho. 
have a black “U” in the lower right corner of seal 55. 

All companies used one printing, except United States Printing 
and Litho. which used two. These are easily distinguishable on 
seals 35 and 39. In the first printing, seal 35 has a white line 
through “1937” and seal 39 has a white vertical scratch through  
the house and date; in the second printing both of these flaws have 
been retouched and almost effaced.   

Overprints of the 1937 Christmas seal include Santa Claus, 
Indiana. Santa Claus, Indiana, was designated as the “official”  

first -day city cancellation (November 25) starting in 1936,                  

1937 Christmas Seal first-day from Santa Claus, Indiana. 

 
although “unofficial” first-day covers before 1936 exist. These 
overprints also exist with inverted lettering. One interesting cover 
can be found from Christmas, Florida, showing a green or blue 
Christmas tree with the words “Merry Christmas” printed in script 
below the tree. Junita Tucker, postmistress of Christmas from 1932 
to 1973, created these special covers.  

The 1937 Christmas seal can be collected just as regular-issue 
stamps are with pre-production items such as essays, negative-
maker’s blocks, and proofs of various types (die, imperforate,   
letterhead, simulated, electrotype, and color) existing.  

An extremely interesting collecting topic is post-production 
errors, freaks, and oddities including ink and perforation shifts, 
double-inking, set-offs, different printing positions, blank areas,  

                                                                Continued on page 6 

By Carol and Milt Wirth, Northwoods Philatelic Society  

      1937 U.S. Christmas Seal 

A window label of the                           
1937 Christmas Seal. 

  Ink and perf shift on 1937 Christmas Seal with slogan seal in 3rd column, 2nd row 
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www.foxriverstamps.com  

A Dickens of a Christmas Carol 

By Clete Delvaux, Green Bay Philatelic Society 

 In February 1843, Charles Dickens had read the Second 
Report of the Children’s Employment Commission, which 
exposed the effects of the Industrial Revolution on working 
class children. Horrified by what he read, Dickens planned 
to publish an inexpensive political pamphlet tentatively 
titled An Appeal to the People of England on Behalf  of the 
Poor Man’s Child. 
 By the autumn of 1843, Dickens had “realized that the 
most effective way to reach the broadest segment of the 
population with his social concerns about poverty and   
injustice was to write a deeply felt Christmas narrative” 
rather than a polemical pamphlet. Thus was born his “A 
Christmas Carol,” which was published just before Christmas 1843. 
 By 1843, Dickens was a popular well-paid author, but the plight of London’s poor 
reminded him of his own childhood. His father had always lacked the money to support 
his family. At age 12, Charles had been forced to work in a London factory while his   
father served time in debtors’ prison. The misery of that experience left lasting scars on 
his memory. 
 Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol” became one of his most popular short novels—so    
popular that there is no need to detail its contents here, for everyone is familiar with the 
story either through having read the story or seen a film version of it.  

 Suffice it to say that the main 
character, Ebenezer Scrooge, is  
visited on Christmas Eve by four 
ghosts. The first ghost is Scrooge’s 
former business partner, Jacob   
Marley, who announces that 
Scrooge will be visited by three 
more ghosts that night: the ghosts of 
Christmas Past, Present, and Future. 
The latter ghost envisions what Scrooge’s end will be like if he 

continues on his present course. All four warn Scrooge to change his grasping, covetous 
ways. After witnessing the messages of the Christmas spirits, Scrooge becomes more   
generous and thoughtful, thereby finding redemption and joy.  

 Wikipedia states, “The observance of Christmas is largely the result of a mid-Victorian 
revival of the holiday.” Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol” certainly contributed to that revival 
with “aspects of Christmas that are still celebrated in Western culture, such as family  
gatherings, seasonal food (like fattened turkeys) and drink, dancing, games, and a festive 
generosity of spirit.” 
 Stamps reflect this as in the Fezziwigs’ Christmas party for his employees (contrasted 

with Scrooge’s reluctance to 
give his employee Bob 
Cratchit the day off) and in 
Scrooge’s nephew Fred’s 
house party celebrating 
Christmas. 
 
         Continued on page 6 

Turks & Caicos stamp            
showing Dickens at work with a 
scene from “A Christmas Carol”      

in the background. 

Ascension Island stamp for 
Dickens’ A Christmas Carol. 

Scrooge is visited by a ghost. 

Jersey stamps showing Ebenezer Scrooge’s visits from the ghosts of Christmas Past, Present, and Future. 

Fezziwigs’ party,  Fred’s house party. Celebration at the Cratchit’s. 

P.O. Box 6, Salem WI 53168 

www.foxriverstamps.com  

BUYING  EARLY  COIL       
TEST  STAMPS  

(414) 234-9867 

WANTED 

WE SPECIALIZE IN THE 
ODD AND UNUSUAL.             

WE ARE ACTIVE BUYERS   
OF BETTER MATERIAL   
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and printer’s waste. Other collectable 
items include look-a-likes, artist’s    
signature on sheets, first-day covers, 
earliest known usage covers, city      
cancellations with Christmas-related 
names, milk bottle caps, press           
photographs, transportation passes, 
sporting-event tickets, and milk bottle 
collars.   
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Collecting Christmas seals is as 
rewarding as collecting regular-issue 
stamps. In fact, collecting the 1937 
Christmas seal is challenging,        
fascinating, fun, and sometimes     
expensive. 

    See us at an upcoming show 
    or  send us your want lists. 

www.foxriverstamps.com  

U.S. Mint Sheets , Airmails, Duck Stamps 

Back of Book, State Revenues, Test Stamps   

Plate Number Coils,  PNC Precancel Gap Strips 

PNC Back Number Strips,  First Flight Covers 

Errors, Freaks, & Oddities, First Day & Event Covers 

P.O. Box 6, Salem WI 53168 

1937 Christmas Seals 

Continued from page 4 

Australian look alike seal. 

Transit ticket showing 1937 Christmas seal. 

Envelope insert encouraging the use of Christmas seals. 

Milk bottle collar encouraging  
the use of Christmas seals. 

Milk bottle cap encouraging          
the use of Christmas seals. 

A Dickens of a Christmas Carol 

Continued from page 5 

 “Dickens wrote “Carol” because of how British social 
policy treated children at the time.” This is depicted 
through the plight of Tiny Tim, Cratchit’s crippled son, 
designed to arouse sympathy with readers. Christmas    
became a time to gift children. Also it became a time to 
give to charitable concerns, which Scrooge refused to give 
to before his reformation. 
 Some of the terms that Dickens used in “A Christmas 
Carol” have become permanent additions to the language. 
For example, the name “Scrooge” itself became used as a 
designation for a miser and was included in the Oxford 
English Dictionary as such in 1982. The expression “Bah! 
Humbug!” entered popular use in the English language as a 
retort to anything sentimental or over festive. Although the 
phrase “Merry Christmas” had been around since the 
1500s, Dickens’ use of the term in “A Christmas Carol”    
popularized the term among the Victorian public. 

 Dickens, encouraged by the success of his story,      
published other Christmas stories in the ensuing years: 
“The Chimes” (1844), “The Cricket on the Hearth” (1845), 
“The  Battle of Life” (1846), and “The Haunted Man and 
the Ghost’s Bargain” (1848). But none were as successful 
as “A Christmas Carol.” During Christmas 1852, Dickens 
began giving public readings of his story. They were great      
successes. The novella was adapted for the stage almost 
immediately—with three productions opening by February 
5, 1844. “Carol” has been adapted for film and television 
more than any of Dickens’ other works. The story was 
adapted in 1923 for BBC radio and other media including 
opera, ballet, a Broadway musical, animation, and a BBC 
mime production starring Marcel Marceau.  
 
         Continued on page 8 

Stamps showing modern day use of terms from A Christmas Carol. 

Merry Christmas 

Bon Natale 

Joyeux Noel 

Mele Kalikimaka 

Feliz Navidad 

Seku Kulu 

Frohe Weihnachten 

God Jul 

Blithe Yule 

Boas Festus 

Meri Kerihimete 

Vroolijk Kerfeest 

Kala Christouyenna 
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Federation Focus 

By WFSC President Karen Weigt 

Executive Board Meeting 
The WFSC’s 2017 Fall Executive Board 
meeting was held October 28 at 
TOSAPEX, St. Aloysius Gonzaga Hall, 
West Allis, WI. Major agenda items     
discussed and voted upon were as follows: 
 
Treasurer’s Report - WFSC Treasurer Al 
Vick reported that as of September 30, the 
treasury balance was about $10,000. He 
commented that this balance is $900 or so 
more than when he took over as treasurer 
in 2010, and remains consistent. The 
WFSC now has a means of selling       
donated items through donation auctions  
at WISCOPEX and MILCOPEX, which 
helps to maintain the treasury. 
 Printing and mailing of Across the 
Fence Post is costly and those costs must 
be kept under control. Al reminds clubs to 
request only the number of copies actually       
distributed to their members. Al also    
suggested we consider ATFP content as a 
means of reducing the number of pages 
per issue. The Finance Committee and the 
Editorial Advisory Committee will review 
ATFP goals set in 1993 that determine 
ATFP content. Considering that criteria 
and the WFSC treasury, the committees 
will recommend a guideline for the     
number of ATFP pages per year.  
 
WISCOPEX 2018 (hosted by the Baraboo 
Area Stamp Club) – Bob Jobe reported the 
planning committee will visit the show site 
this coming week to determine exactly 
how many dealers will fit in the exhibition  

hall. They also will consider trying to 
include the exhibits in the same hall.   
Fliers are available and were distributed at 
the TOSAPEX bourse. David Alex was 
recognized for his assistance in making 
sure that fliers are available at several 
other upcoming shows. 
 The WFSC has the Champion of     
Champions exhibit award. The            
WISCOPEX 2018 committee will       
provide the Best of Show award. 
 The following motions/agreements 
were made regarding exhibits: 

• WISCOPEX 2018 will offer four- 
and eight-page exhibit entries with a 
recommendation they focus on the 
letter “P” and plan to also enter those 
exhibits at MILCOPEX 2018.  

• WISCOPEX 2018 frame fees will 
remain as per those charged at      
WISCOPEX 2017. Fees for the four- 
and eight-page exhibit frames will 
come from an anonymous donor.  

• The WFSC will maintain the policy 
of not offering a WISCOPEX Best 
Single-frame ribbon/award. This is in 
lieu of DANEPEX sponsoring the 
annual WFSC Single-frame      
Championship Competition.  

 
The show theme is the 32nd Red Arrow 
Infantry Division in World War I and it 
was decided to use the division’s crest for 
a cachet on the show cover. 
 
Across the Fence Post – Editor Ray Perry 
submitted a written report thanking those 
who have contributed articles and assisted 
in other ways to produce each issue. He is 
still working on trying to get more regular  
authors to contribute just one or two     

articles per year on a collecting specialty. 
Issues for the first part of 2018 will focus 
on various airmail topics. 
 President Karen Weigt announced that 
she plans to honor Ray’s request to be 
relieved of his position by appointing Alex 
Gill to take over as editor with the July-
August or September 2018 issue.  
 
Webmaster Search – President Karen 
Weigt requested that she be informed of 
anyone who might be interested in serving 
as WFSC Webmaster. The position      
requires only about an hour a week and  
the code is simple. 
 
2018 Hall of Fame Reunion – A motion 
was made and passed to hold the reunion 
in conjunction with WISCOPEX 2018 at 
the happy hour prior to the awards       
banquet. The Publicity and Public        
Relations Committee and the WFSC Hall 
of Fame Committee will plan details of the 
event. 
 
Publicity and Public Relations – Reports 
of activities at National Topical Stamp 
Show and the UW-Stevens Point Duck 
Stamp Art Competition appear in the   
September and November issues of ATFP. 
 
 Hall of Fame Committee - Greg Schmidt 
reported that he is expecting at least two 
nominations for the Class of 2018. Due to 
a scheduling conflict, he requested that 
all nominations reach him no later than 
December 1. If that deadline cannot    
be met, please at least let him know of 
intentions to submit a nomination by no 
later than December 1. Greg’s contact 
information is phone 920-722-1449, email 
gschmidt7@new.rr.com. 
 
WISCOPEX 2019 – Al Vick confirmed 
that the Badger Stamp Club will host the 
event. The club has signed a contract for 
space at the Radisson Hotel Madison.  
 

Region VP Reports – Art Schmitz      
reported on the status of clubs in his    
region. President Karen Weigt announced 
that she will appoint Chuck Rebek to fill 
the vacancy of Central Region VP. 
 

Next Meeting - The Winter Executive 
Board meeting will be held Saturday,  
February 10, 2018, in conjunction with  
the Janesville Stamp Club’s 59th Annual 
Exhibition and Bourse, Janesville, WI. 
 
 

Wisconsin Postal History Society    
Seeking New Journal Editor – The 
WPHS produces the quarterly journal  
titled Badger Postal History. If any      
interest in taking over as editor, please 
contact Greg Schmidt by phone at 920-722
-1449, or email gschmidt7@new.rr.com. 

mailto:gschmidt7@new.rr.com
mailto:gschmidt7@new.rr.com
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A Dickens of a Christmas Carol 

 
 

 According to Masterplots, “A Christmas Carol” “has become  
as much a part of the tradition of Christmas as holly wreaths,  
mistletoe, and Christmas cards and carols. Dickens’ skill with 
humor and character analysis is particularly evident. At the     
beginning of the story, we are made to dislike Scrooge for his 
miserly ways, but we are in sympathy with him as he is subjected 
to the tortures of his ghostly journeys. 
 “Dickens provides a psychological explanation for Scrooge’s 
bitterness and desire to live apart from the rest of the world. At 
the same time he paves the way for Scrooge’s reform, so that it 
comes as no surprise. It is entirely right that Scrooge should   
become an example of the meaning of Christmas among men.”  

 
 
 

Continued from page 6 

  

Did You Know??? 

 That the first United States Christmas 
stamp was issued in 1962. This was long after 
the first Christmas stamp in the world was 
issued by Canada in 1898. Other countries 
began issuing stamps for Christmas in the 
1930s and 40s. Hungary was the first country 
to issue a Christmas-themed stamp to be used 
with holiday mail. This was in 1943. So it 
took the U.S. almost another 20 years before 

it issued its first Christmas-themed stamp. Another interesting 
fact about the first U.S. Christmas stamp is that well-known  
publisher and philatelic promoter, George Linn, was a proponent 
of a Christmas stamp program in the United States. 

First U.S. Christmas 
Stamp, Scott #1205 
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WFSC Show Schedule 

WFSC CLUB SHOWS 

(Some dates and details may be subject to change, and there will likely be additional listings.) 

 
12/16 

Back issues of 
ATFP can be 

viewed online at 
www.wfscstamps.

org 

 

April 8, 2018 

DANEPEX ‘18 
 Badger Stamp Club 
Crowne Plaza Hotel 

4402 E. Washington Ave. (across 
from East Towne Mall) 

Madison, WI 
Sun. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  

 
Contact: Bob Voss, P.O. Box 35, 

McFarland, WI 53558  
608-838-1033,   

lestamps@charter.net 
  

Judged Exhibits and Bourse 
 

March 24, 2018 

 BAYPEX ‘18 
Green Bay Philatelic Society 
St. Matthew Catholic Church 

Multipurpose Room 
2575 S. Webster Ave. (parking in 

rear), Green Bay, WI 
Sat. 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 
Contact: Mark Schroeder 

920-337-9616 or  
mrkthetuba@gmail.com 

 
Exhibits and Bourse  

OTHER MAJOR SHOWS  
AND BOURSES  

FREE CLASSIFIED 
ADS 

If you are a WFSC                       
member club,                                           

a member-at-large,  or an 
individual belonging to a WFSC 

member club,                                                    
you are entitled to two free ads                                             

of 25 words per year.                                                            

March 10 - 11, 2018 

Rockford/Loves Park, IL 
 

ROCKFORD 2-3-4 Stamp 
Expo, Rockford Stamp Club, 

Forest Hills Lodge, 1601 W. Lane 
Rd. (Hwy. 173) 

Sat. 10-5 and Sun. 10-4 
 

Exhibits and Bourse 

May 5-6, 2018 

WISCOPEX 2018 

  
 
 
 
 

WFSC 87th Annual Convention 
Host: Baraboo Area Stamp Club  
Voyageur Inn and Conf. Center 
200 Viking Dr., Reedsburg, WI 

Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-3 
Contact: Bob Jobe (608) 356-2431 

 rjobe@centurytel.net 
  

Judged Exhibits, Seminars, Bourse   

March 3 -4, 2018 

 STAMPFEST ‘18 
 

Milwaukee Philatelic Society, 
 St. Aloysius Gonzaga Hall, 1441 
S. 92nd St., West Allis, WI 53214 

Sat. 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Sun. 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Contact: Robert J. Mather 

262-968-2392 or  
burrobob@wi.rr.com 

 
Bourse  only 

February 10, 2018 

59th ANNUAL EXHIBITION 
AND BOURSE 

 Janesville Stamp Club 
Holiday Inn Express 
3100 Wellington Pl. 

Janesville, WI 
Sat. 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Contact: Aimeé Devine,  

2111 E. Luther Rd.,  
Janesville, WI 53545 

608-758-1354 
spanishmoss72@sbcglobal.net  

   
Exhibits and Bourse  

 

List your show, bourse, auction or other event here! 
Contact Karen Weigt, 4184 Rose Ct., Middleton, WI 53562 

Phone: 608-836-1509, (klweigt@gmail.com) 

January 20-21, 2018 

Milwaukee, WI 
 

MSDA Milwaukee Show 
Midwest Stamp Dealer’s Assoc., 

Crowne Plaza Milwaukee Airport, 
 6401 S. 13th Street 

Sat. 10-5 and Sun. 10-3  
Bourse  

May 18-20, 2018 

Arlington Heights, IL 
 

COMPEX ‘18, Chicago Area 
Philatelic Societies, Forest View 

Educational Center, 2121 S. 
Goebbert Rd. 

Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-4 
 Judged Exhibits and Bourse 

July, 2018                      
(Date to be announced) 

 BAY DE NOC STAMP AND 
COIN SHOW 

Bay de Noc Stamp and Coin Club 
Bay College, 2000 N. 30th Street, 
Joseph Heirmann Bldg., Rm. 952 

(accessed from Danforth Rd.), 
Escanaba, MI 

Sat. 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. EDT 
 

Contact: Richard Reiffers 
906-233-9261 or  

rgrpaperboy@earthlink.net 
 

Bourse  only 

July 28, 2018 

 13th LAKELAND COIN AND 
STAMP CLUB SUMMER 

SHOW 
Lakeland Stamp and Coin Club 
Woodruff Town Hall, Hwy 47E, 

Woodruff, WI 
Sat. 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  

 
Contact: Dean Marin, P.O.B. 202, 

Woodruff, WI   54568 
715-356-9453 

 
Bourse  only 

Please Support  
our Advertisers! 

Stamp Collecting  
It’s a Learning 

Experience 

March 9-11, 2018 

Oak Brook Terrance, IL 
 

ASDA Midwest Stamp Show 
American Stamp Dealer’s Assoc., 
Holiday Inn Chicago Oak Brook, 

 17W350 22nd Street 
Sat. 10-5 and Sun. 10-3  

Bourse  

April 7-8, 2018 

Wheeling, IL 
 

MSDA Spring Show 
 Midwest Stamp Dealer’s Assoc., 
Ramada Inn Chicago North Shore 

1090 S. Milwaukee Avenue 
Sat. 10-5 and Sun. 10-4 

 
Bourse 

December 8-9, 2017 

Lombard, IL 
 

MSDA Holiday West Show 
Midwest Stamp Dealer’s Assoc., 

Embassy Suites Hotel, 
 707 E. Butterfield Rd. 
Sat. 10-5 and Sun. 10-3  

Bourse  

http://www.wfscstamps.org
http://www.wfscstamps.org
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Wishing Each and Every One of You 

A Very Merry Christmas and  

A Happy New Year! 

Badger Stamp Club 

Central Wisconsin Stamp Club 

Fond du Lac Stamp Club 

Green Bay Philatelic Society 

Janesville Stamp Club 

Kettle Moraine Coin and Stamp Club 

Oshkosh Philatelic Society 

Sheboygan Stamp Club 

Wauwatosa Philatelic Society 


