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lie Original fftle 1own
wrsc
They went all the way to become the
1995 National Football Conference
Central Division champions. They
almost made it to the Super Bowl.
It's been over a generation since the
Pack has enjoyed such success, diverting the attention of even the most avid
Wisconsin philatelists from the hobby
to the television to follow a weekend
· game. Certainly, the Pack has earned
its way to our front page. Perhaps
they've even roused an interest in a
sports-related collection.
Congratulations, Green Bay Packers, and best wishes for a more successful 1996 season!

•
In 1990, the first-0ay ceremony for
the Football Hologram envelope was
held in Green Bay, WI. At that time,
the WFSC produced the above cover
with a tricolored cachet: green, yellowgold, and blue. They're still available.
To order, send $2 each to: Karen
Weigt, 4184 Rose Ct., Middleton, WI
53562-4339. An SASE is not required,
as the $2 includes postage and the
necessary large return mailing envelope; checks payable to the WFSC.

A commentary in the Northwoods
Philatelic Society's (Iron Mountain,
MI) latest newsletter asked if the WFSC
had plans to commemorate the
Packer's impressive season. The
answer is "yes." Adding a Super Bowl
XXX cancel to this cover would have
been quite a philatelic treasure!
But, there's Super Bowl XXXI
possibilities, and a current big push for
a U.S. Postal Service Vince Lombardi
commemorative issue. Then, (sigh ... )
how about an added autograph from
the NR..'s 1995 MVP, Brett Favre. ■

WISCOPEX '96

Call for Meetings
If your special interest philatelic
group would be interested in holding
a meeting during WISCOPEX (the
annual Wisconsin Convention and
Philatelic Exhibition), please contact
MaryAnn Bowman, P.O. Box 1451,
Waukesha, WI 53187, with your
prefered date and time of meeting.
Re.served rooms will be available.
Saturday, May 4, Sunday, May 5.

t

WFSC Announcements .

-·

WFSC EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING - FEBRUARY 24
President Jerry D. Weasner has called a meeting of the Executive Board for
Saturday, February 24. The meeting will be held at the Ramada Plaza Hotel, in
downtown Fond du Lac, WI.
All interested parties are invited to attend and are extended the right of
discussion, but only members of the·Executive Board, specific appointees and
the chair or appointed representative of a committee are pennitted to vote. If
you'd like to be included on the mailing list for specifics regarding the meeting,
contact: Karen Weigt, Secy., WFSC, 4184 Rose Ct., Middleton, WI 53562 phone (608) 836-1509.

Wisconsin Post Offices Backed
the Pack, too!
When the Green Bay Packers became the National Football Conference Central
Division champions on December 24, 1995, the Wausau and Oshkosh post
offices began adding Packer-backing spray-on cancels to the mail passing
.
through their facilities .
I
Mail leaving the Wausau Post Office mail had a message saying "GO PACK
GO. TO THE SUPER BOWL." Oshkosh Post Office mail was marked "GB
PACKERS NFC CENTRAL DIV CHAMPS."
No doubt, the Green Bay Post Office also applied a message encouraging
their hometown team. ■

Wausau spray-on Packer-backing cancel
ACROSS THE FENCE POST is the official publication of the
Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs, Inc., a 501(c)3 non-profit
rganization and life member of the APS since 1953. For
WFSC membership information, contact the Central Office.
ATFP is published monthly Sept.-Apr.; bimonthly May-Aug.
News of Wisconsin collectors, club news and gratis original
articles related to philately are welcomed. The editor accepts submissions in any
format, but reserves the right to make minor editing changes to conform with our
style sheet. Material not carrying an individual copyright notice may be reproduced
only by not-for-profit organizations, provided the author(s) and publication receive
credit for any reprinted material. Unless explicitly stated by an officer in conjunction with official WFSC business, opinions expressed by individual authors are not
necessarily endorsed by the WFSC.
Submission deadlines are for the month preceding month of publication
as follows: advertising-1st of the month; editorial matter-5th of the
month. Send all ATFP items to: Karen Weigt, Interim Editor, ATFP, 4184 Rose
Ct., Middleton, WI 53562 - phone (608) 836·1509 [online: CompuServe 76026,2461 / Internet - 76026.2461@compuserve.com]. For a complete list of
advertising rates and policies (display, classified and listings), see the May-June
'95 issue of ATFP, or request a copy from the interim editor.
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Editor's
Comments
Decisions, decisions: Would it be the
Packers on the front page or the familiar
"President's Message." I did it. I nixed
the prez, but he's not entirely missing as
he is the focus of this issue's "Who's
Who in the WFSC" column.
Other major news concerns Krause
Publications of Iola, WI. Last week, I
received the first Krause-produced issue
of Stamp Collector and found it rather
puzzling. The lead story is all about the
company and its founder, Chet Krause. It
states that Krause Publications is (and
always has been) committed to the
basic principle of "collectors serving
fellow collectors."
The story goes on to portray Chet
Krause as an avid stamp collector since
his childhood. And, many of the company employees are "life-long" stamp
collectors, too. A photo on page 3 shows
these employees holding their stamp
·albums.Their names are George Cuhaj,
Joan Melum, Jack Munson, Greg
Loescher, · Darlene Kriewaldt and
Phyllis Beyer.
Who are these people? Having served
as WFSC secretary for the past 10 years,
I've had the opportunity to meet a multitude of Wisconsin collectors, but all
these names and faces are foreign to me.
If Krause Publications is, indeed, a
company committed to "collectors
serving fellow collectors," it certainly
hasn't made a previous effort to reveal
itself to the Wisconsin stamp collecting
community. I'd expect to recognize at
least some of the staff in conjunction
with having been involved in leadership
positions in organized philately.
I checked with a few other veteran
WFSC officers, and they also had never
heard of Chet Krause, et al. Then I noted
that Iola is just a short distance from
Waupaca, where the Chain-o-Lakes
Stamp Club meets. I called Jerry
Weasner, who is president of that club
and also our current WFSC president.
Bingo! I finally found a Krause Publications and stamp collecting connection.
Jerry confirmed that George Cuhaj, Jack
Munson, and a Krause Publications
secretary are enrolled as members of the
Chain-o-Lakes Stamp Club.

Now that Krause Publishing has
acquired two major national philatelic
publications, I hope it will take on a
more prominent ·role within the Wisconsin philatelic fraternity. I also hope that
we can develop a good relationship with
the company.

Interested in learning your animai
sign? Tum top. 9 and read "Joining with
Juniors." After writing my addenda to
MaryAnn's column, I realized I inadvertently revealed a clue to my age. Spare
the math. I obviously, I had to be born in
snake year 1965 . . . ■

Stamp Collector, Stamp Wholesaler Come to Wisconsin
On January 2, 1996, Krause Publications of Iola, WI, acquired two major
national philatelic periodicals: Stamp
Collector and The Stamp Wholesaler.
Krause Publications says it is the
world's largest publisher of hobby
books and periodicals. There's little
reason to doubt this claim, as Wisconsin has long been known as America's
hobby capital.
Krause Publications was founded in
1952 by Chet Krause, who was born
and raised in the Iola area. As he
neared retirement age in the mid-80s,
he began selling the company stock to

his employees. The stock transfer was
completed in 1995, and Krause is now
officially retired from the business.
Stamp Collector's page size has
been changed to conform with some of
Krause's other hobby publications,
such Numismatic News. Rick Groth,
who is the new publisher for the philatelic magazines, states that the company is currently searching for an
editor to work out of the offices in
Iola. Otherwise, plans are to continue
with the same features and columnists,
and any content change will be subtle
and slow. ■

Bv Steve Langkau
Oshkosh Philatelic Society

The University of Wisconsin Badgers football team has had a roller
coaster type history. Some years they
could be classified as mediocre at best
but won the Rose Bowl game on January 1,. 1994. ■

On Wisconsin
In 1998, the Badger State celebrates its
150th anniversary of statehood. As a
prelude to the occasion, this column
regularly features a stamp, or other
postal item, and story pertaining to the
state of Wisconsin.

as

FREE MAIL-BID

SALE
CATALOG
1000 LOTS EVERY 4-6
WEEKS, US & WORLD WIDE

Scon #1382
The Green Bay Packers began as a
Wisconsin professional football team in
1919..This National Football League
team has won many championships
over the years. Green Bay, under the
coaching of Vince Lombardi, won the
first Super Bowl game on January 15,
1967, against the Kansas City Chiefs.
In 1968, the Packers came back to win
Super Bowl II.

ALMAJO STAMPS
P.O. BOX 45

WEYERHAEUSER. WI
54895-0045
Member: APS, ATA, BIA, GPS,
WVPS, ETC.
Store: 222 4th St. Phone: 715-353-2919

We Buy Collections
and Accumulations!
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By WFSC Secy. Karen Weigt
4184 Rose Ct., Middleton, WI
Holiday party reports filled the majority of January club newsletters. And,
while food, door prizes and stamp
bingo dominated as entertainment, a
great variety of other activities were
described as well. Rather than relate
holiday functions in February, I will
present the complete rundown this
November, when 1996 parties are in
the planning stages. This also will give
me time to investigate the essential
details of some of those activities.
Excluding parties, therefore, here's -

What others are doing
Many clubs devoted their January
meeting to participating in the Linn's
Stamp News annual stamp popularity
poll. Some offered a prize to the club
member whose poll sheet most closely
matches the final national tally.

53562

The Ripon Philatelic Society
reports that 1995 functions included
show and tells sessions, two stamp
auctions,_postal videos, the WFSC
trivia contest, presentation of Ripon
postcards, program on English stamps
and postcards, and slides of the Space
Center. In October, the group provided
a stamp exhibit for the Ripon Public
Library, which was enjoyed by many.
1996 RPS officers are: Pres. David
Borchert, co-VPs Terry Huelsman and
Beth Walters, Secy. Marge Bel{thin,
and Treas. Charleen Borchert. ·
Waukesha County Philatelfc
Society officers are: Pres. Bob
Mather, VP George Streiter, Recording Secy. Walfgang Magnus, Corresponding Secy. Bob Ulatt, Treas. Kurt
Albrecht, and Directors Ken Tapper
and Roy Marks.

On February 27, the Wauwatosa
Philatelic Society will stage its annual
cpUdren' s stamp collecting symposium
at the Wauwatosa Public Library. The
group expects to entertain approximately 50 youngsters.
. The Germany Philatelic Society,
Chapter 18 (Milwaukee) is hosting
the 10th annual Distinguished Philatelists Appreciation Dinner, where one
Milwaukee-area philatelist is honored
each year. The event will be held on
March 9 at the John Ernst restaurant.
For dinner reservations, contact: Dona
Fagan, W140 N7470 Lilly Rd.,
Menomonee Falls, WI 53051 .
The winning entry in the Green Bay
Philatelic Society's latest annual Way
Out Topicals contest was titled "The
New Boston Pops - Name that Tune."
As described in the club newsletter,
"The stamps were laid out on the page
in the way that an orchestra is arranged, with the conductor at center
front, but a number of the instruments
represented were never in any classical
orchestra. Particular mention must be
made of a Papua New Guinea stamp
showing a nose flute." ■

BAYPEX '96
March 16 & 17
10 - 6, Saturday; 9 - 4 Sunday

Downtowner Best Western
321 S. Washington Street
Green Bay, WI 54301
Sponsored by Green Bay Philatelic Society
4

Bv Hank Schmidt, Box 6, Winnebago, Wt 54985-0006
Mbr., Oshkosh Philatelic Society

over Collecting:
or in Passing
I would be willing to bet my last can of
beans that there are very few of you
who do not have at least a few cacheted first-day covers somewhere in
your philatelic treasure chests. And, it
might be that as you were searching for
some long, lost item, one or two of
those FDCs crossed your path. You
may have asked yourself, "Who fashioned the cachets on these old discolored covers?" Perhaps you noticed a
couple of initials or a few squiggles at
the bottom of the cachet, which increased your wonderment. This is
called cachet identification, a problem
that continually plagues FDC collectors.
During the classic and neoclassic
periods of cachetmaking (1923 through
1939), there were fewer than 50 artists
who produced cachets on a regular
basis, with about an additional 50 who
participated in the field on an occasional basis. As a result, it was not
impossible (but still rather complex) to
readily identify the makers of cachets
produced during the '20s and '30s.
.As we get into modem times, we
see the proliferation of cachets, and
with 500 or more active cachetmakers,
identification llas become a nightmare.
It is true that most cachetmakers do
sign their work, which should make
things quite elementary. But, having a
bit of an artistic flair, cachetmakers
tend to extend their artistic endeavors
to their signatures, causing the outcome, all too often, to be quite cryptic.
To combat the frustration of cachet
identification, several researchers have
spent their hobby time studying the
peculiarities of cachetmakers and have
published their findings. One of the
pioneers in cachet research was the late
Earl Planty. In conjunction with Mike
Mellone, another research pioneer and
early FDC literature publisher, Planty
compiled a 10-volume catalog titled

The Planty Photo Encyclopedia of First
Day Covers. Publication of the first
edition began in 1976 and ended in
1984. This entire catalog is being
updated. The first six revised volumes
are now completed and in current
publication.
This catalog is of critical assistance
to the collector of early cachets. It
documents and displays many pictures
of early cacheted FDCs. It includes
captions describing the cachets as well
as identifying the maker and listing the
average market value of each cover.
The listings are arranged largely by
Scott catalog number with a Planty
numerical suffix . For example, the
number 739-3 would be a cacheted
FDC for the 3¢ Wisconsin Tercentenary issue of July 7, 1934, having a
cachet produced by Fredrick Rogers
Rice, a pioneer cachetmaker of 193240. Thus, the entry is found in the
Planty catalog under Scott #739 and is
the third cover pictured under that
listing.
For cachets made after the year of
1939, Mike Mellone published a sevenvolume catalog with the Planty format
slightly modified, but with listings
through 1969. This catalog is titled

Mel/one 's Specialized Cachet Catalog
of First Day Covers.

Mellone 's First Cachets that I have; the
latest update likely contains many
more. The book lists all of the signatures that were used by a given
cachetmaker, the date and Scott munber for which the first cachet was
,made, along with notes as tq whether a
given cachetmaker is still active. If not
still active, the issue of the maker's last
cachet is noted.
Along with the publications already
discussed, there are speciafued cachet
catalogs such as for duck and express
mail issues, an A. C. Roessler photo
catalog, a George Linn catalog, an
Aristocrat catalog, and one for Walter
G. Crosby cachets, just to name a few.
· ,. As you study cachets, you will
become familiar with the style of
execution of certain cachetmakers and
will be able to identify some cachets
without looking for a signature. You
will also begin to realize that some
cachet publishers used several artists.
At times, these artists not only made
cachets under their publisher's signature, but also under their own. Some
cachetmakers use multiple signatures
- a given signature for a certain type
of cachet.
As you can see, cachet identification
is indeed a complex task, and books as
well as acquaintances with other FDC
collectors through such organizations
as the American First Day Cover
Society are very helpful .
Now, you have my comment. So
what's your comment? ■

(708) 640-1129

Michael Jardine

Many companion books have also
been published, such as The Cachet

Identifier of US Cacheted First Day
Covers, by Mike Mellone and Barry
Newton. This publication illustrates the
multiple styles that many of the early
cachetmakers used to sign their cachets.
Another companion book is
Mel/one's First Cachets, by Hal
Ansink and Dr. Richard A. Monty,
with assistance by Lois Hamilton, Bill
Lloyd, and others. There are well over
7,000 listings in the edition of

P.O. Box 1182
Elk Grove Village, IL 60009
US-UN FDCs
Postal Stationery
Hand-Painted FDCs
Inaugurals
1996 Milwaukee-area shows STAMPFEST and MILCOPEX
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Bv Vern Witt. Sheboygan Stamp Club

The Evolution of
Mail-Handling Systems
Part II: United States, Modes of Transporting Mail
Part I of this feature appeared in the
January issue of Across the Fence Post.

The Colonial postal system was
introduced December 10, 1672, by
"Ordnance of New York."
In 1753, Benjamin Franklin became deputy postmaster general for
the 13 Colonies under the English
Crown. He developed handstamps (a
first was in 1756 for New York) to
speed mail processing, which had
been done by laboriously writing all
postal markings on mail (stampless
covers).
In 1775, the Continental Congress
initiated a postal service and made
Benjamin Franklin the postmaster
general.
Prior to
1863, local
dispatch to
and from
government
post offices
was by local
carriers,
Fig. I - example of a
who used
local post stamp
their own
stamps.
Some locals lasted until about 1880
and then were outlawed. Much of
this early mail was delivered by
bicycle (Figure 1).
Many methods of transporting
mail have been used since then,
including:
airplane
balloon
blimp
bus
dirigible
dog sled
horse

6

motorcycle
pigeon
pneumatic tube
Pony Express
rocket
ship
spaceship

stagecoach
streetcar
submarine
tin can
train
truck

Some of these have been commemorated on stamps (Figures 1-8).

Fig. 5 - Pony Express

Fig I - airplane
Fig. 6 - ship

Fig. 7 - train
Fig. 2 - balloon

Fig. 8- truck
Fig. 3 - dirigible

Fig. 4 - motorcycle

Mail is handled by many entities
today such as the military, private
motor truck, building distribution and
internal business delivery.

Fig. 9military
official

ing rural free delivery (RFD) and
subsidized catalog delivery to promote
rural reading skills. Also, rural customers could purchase stamps from
their postman with use of a stock
purchase request (Figure 10).
Stamp distribution machines were
privately developed as a user convenience to sell stamps in public locations. Imperforate stamps were purchased and then privately perforated
for firms such as:
The Attleboro Stamp Co.
The Brinkerhoff Co.
The Farwell Co.
International Vending Machine Co.
The Mailometer Co.
The Schermack Co.
U.S . Automatic Vending Co.
N . _ TO SIGN YOW NAMII
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Fig. JO - postage purchase order slip
The United States Post Office
Department is credited with develop-

Fig. 11 - Schermack Type III
perforated coil stamps

Many firms have attempted to get
a piece of the action such as return
mail, but since the post office had to
surrender its dead letter files, this
eventually was outlawed. Today,
United Parcel Service has a large
share of package mail.

Fig.·12letter return
service stamp
Since.the U.S. Postal Service was
semi-privatized, the mail volume has
outpaced that of the rest of the world,
and the Postal Service has mechanized much of its operations to cope
with this mail flow.
With the advent of private electronic mail, many people have been
anticipating the disappearance of the
U .S. Postal Service, but don't bet
your shirt on it! ■

Wanted To Buy
•U.S. & World Wide Collections •Mint and Used
•Singles, Plate Blocks, Sheets
• Accumulations
..
.
r---------------------------------,
!Please send me an Auction cata'/og
j(J9() C:b1u1gu ', ir~'(/ /lllcliOll & Shnr{_' Scbedule
~

,

1

'4

.:

~

•

'

-~-

Feb. 16-18, Glenpex '96, Hillside Holiday Inn • Hillside, IL
Eisenhower Expwy. & Wolf Rd. Exit
Booth and Richard E. Drews Philatelic Auction at the show site
1st Auction Session : Fri., Feb. 16, 6:30 p .m. - 820 Lots (U.S.)
2nd Auction Session: Sat., Feb. 17, 1:30 p .m. - 739 Lots (U.S. postal
history, highly specialized Canadian, Ryukyu Is., outstanding collections)

I
:Name:
_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ __

I

!Address:
I

- - - -- - - - - - - -

!City:_ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ __
I

:State:_____ Zip:._ _ _ _ _ __
I

,Telephone:---~----- - - - - -

L---------------------------------

7139 West Higgins Road
Chicago, IL 6<>656-1972
1-800-919-BIDS (2437)
(312) 775-2100 •FAX (312) 792-9116

Store Hours: Monday - Saturday 9am - 6pm

7

By WFSC Publicity and Public Relations Committee
Member MaryAnn Bowman

Ninth Annual WFSC
Club Trivia Contest
Directiom • Club members are to combine
their knowledge, resources, and reference materials at a February or March
1996 meeting to answer the questions.
Research and work on the trivia contest
may be conducted both at the club
meeting and on individuals' time and
then brought together for group discussion before submitting final answers.
• The questions should be read
aloud by a group leader. After discussion from members, record one answer
on an "official" answer sheet. Answer
as any questions as you can.
• Only one answer sheet per WFSC
member club (not individual) may be
submitted.
• Entries must be postmarked by
April 1. 1996, and mailed to:
MaryAnn Bowman, P.O. Box 1451,
Waukesha, WI 53187.
• The decision of the judges is final.
• The priz.e for the winning club
will be a stamp mixture for club
members to pick and poke through,
providing still another meeting of fun.
• In case of a tie, a drawing will be
made.

Good Luck!
Here are the Questiom 1. Name the first nation to honor the
memory of Anne Frank with a stamp.
2. Throughout its long history, from
1782 until the present, United States
post offices have been represented by
only three symbols. What are they?
3. What was the first country to
officially issue postage stamps in
booklets?
4. Which United States definitive set
has the largest number of face different
stamps?
5. What is the smallest stampissuing republic in the world?
6. What 12 presidents were honored
for the first time in the 1938 Prexies
series?
7. What were the first three countries to issue perforated scamps?
8. What was the first stamp to
feature our nation's White House?

8

9. "Lakatoi" is a nickname for the
first issues of stamps from what country?
10. What was the first United States
confluent se-tenant stamp?
11. What are "Quick Sticks?"
12. What stamp had the first airmail
error?
13. Name the oldest stamp picturing
soccer.
14. Find a ZIP code in which the
five digits are arranged in a consecutive ascending or descending order.
Write the ZIP code and the city and
state.

15. Which United. States 1992
definitive was a stamp with a commemorative purpose?
16. Aerogrammes originated in the
early days of airmail. Weight was
critical in the early planes. Explain two
ways that aerogrammes solved this
prpblem.
17. Describe EXTRAordinary View
Cards.
18. What was the first postage
stamp to recognize the destructive
force of a hurricane?
19. What was the first United States
stamp issue to inch~de a small diagram,_
printed in the selvage of each pane next'
to the plate number, that showed from
which position, on what plate size, the
pane came?
20. Identify the world's first Disney
stamp.
- End of quiz -

By Gregg Greenwald, 2401 Bluebird Ct, Marshfield, WI 54449-38128
Mbr•• Central Wisconsin Stamp Club

U.S. Varieties Clearinghouse
CUSPS 1994 • Peel here 101old. SeH-adheSive. DO NOT WET

the label appears to be the same
as a real stamp. This makes for
the potential problem of postal
patrons trying to use the labels as
postage. I agree, however, with
Linn's columnist Michael
Schrieber that very little, if any,
of this is occurring. The potential
for abuse has existed for a while with
the selvage from panes of gummed
stamps also being phosphored. Most
people know that there is too great a
chance that mail will be returned if it
does not include proper postage.
As of the end of December, all post
offices that I visited had stocks of the
self-adhesive panes with the new die
cuts. I did have the problem that some
post offices were sold out of the popular self-adhesives.
Finally, keep a lookout for the 32¢
Rose self-adhesive to also contain the
new die cutting the next time it is
printed.
Please direct comments/questions to
me at the address shown above. If a
response is requested, please include a

1111 ■
,.

1111

The current self-adhesive panes of the
32¢ Flag over Porch (Scott #2920a)
and the 32¢ Peaches and Pear (Scott
#2494a) have been produced with a
new type of die cutting in the nonpostage label of the booklets. The
information was first brought to my
attention in the November 27, 1995,
issue of Linn's Stamp News. The new
die cutting consists of three concentric
circles along with a partial "X" cut
into the "TIME TO REORDER ... "
label. As for the stamps contained in
the pane, they are still the same.
According to the article in Linn 's,
the new die cutting is intended to
hinder the use of the label as postage.
The paper used to produce the selfadhesive stamps is phosphored, and to
the machines that face and cancel mail,

SASE. ■

By WFSC VP Youth Division MaryAnn Bowman

Join·ing wi.th Juniors
Year of the Rat
The Ycar of the Rat stamp to be issued
in February is the fourth in a continu-

ing series begun on December 30,
1992, for the 1993 lunisolar New
Year. The first of the series was issued
for the Year of the Rooster. Not only
was this stamp issued very late in the
calendar year, it also had the distinction of being the first non-high value
stamp to be issued in panes of 20 rather
than the 50 that was standard for
commemorative-size stamps.
The stamp, issued to incorporate a
.New Year's theme, was produced to
specifically appeal to Asian-Americans. It was well received in communities with a large Chinese-American
population as well as with overseas
buyers. So, it was decided to continue
to issue the New Year's stamps.
No New Year's stamp was issued in
1993. However, two New Year's
stamps were issued in 1994. The first
of these was released on February 5,
1994, for the Chinese Year of the Dog.
The other commemorated the Year of
the Boar and was released on December 30, 1994. It paid the first-class rate
of 29¢ for a period of only two days as
on January 1, 1995, the rate rose to
32¢ cents.· Non-philatelic uses of this
stamp are difficult to find.
After sharing background information about the Chinese New Year's
stamps, youth might be interested in
research to find out more about the
different calendars that have been used
over the years.
Challenge your members to find out
what "year" or sign they were born
under. Leaders could prepare a simple
poster chart listing the 12 animals in
the Chinese zodiac and the years
represented by each animal sign.
If possible, invite a Chinese-American to come to your meeting and share
cultural information, especially as it
relates to the:celebration of the Chinese
New Year. Prepare small packets of

Chinese stamps to give to youth in
attendance. As a mini-lesson, you may
want to share information with your
members as to the distinguishing
symbols and characters to differentiate
between the stamps from China and the
stamps from the Republic of China.
Now, as far fetched as this may
seem, it may also be a good time to
bring up the terms: philatelist, stamp
collector, accumulator, and pack rat.
By helping children become aware of
the differences in the types of collecting habits, you are also making them
more aware of what type of collector
they may be and what they can become.
Use the idea of a "stamp" pack rat
(which unfortunately has bad connotations) as a person who hoards stamps,
covers, and miscellaneous philatelic
material. Show your youth members
the wide variety of proper storage
materials for their philatelic collectibles. Share with them the problems

that may result from improper storage.
Give giassines, mounts, stock cards,
etc., as gifts for completing extra
project work or research.
What would a New Year be without
making a few resolutions. Brainstorm
and list some philatelic New Year's
resolutions for members to follow
when working with stamps and on their
collections. In the meantime, each
leader should resolve to introduce
stamps _tc;>_a new collector this year! ■
ADDENDA FROM THE EDITOR In No;vember 1992, I did a youth

club program similar to that described
by MaryAnn. I enlarged the chart
shown below so the youngsters could
easily identify their individual signs.
Fortunately, I had a Asian-American member in the club at the time.
His mother accompanied him to the
meeting and explained that the cycle of ·
years is frequently used for astrological
purposes, much the same way the 12 .
signs of the zodiac are used in the West
to describe personality traits and to tell
"fortunes.
As each child called out his/her
animal sign, the mother read aloud the
significance and traits attached to the
signs. Interestingly, they were all very
positive, even for my sign, the snake!
- Karen Weigt -

Find your own animal sign by locating your year of birth
Rat
Ox

Tiger
Hare
Dragon
Snake
Horse
Sheep
Monkey
Fowl
Dog

Pig

1900
1901
1902
1903
1904
1905
1906
1907
1908
19()1)
1910
1911

1912
1913
1914
1915
1916
1917
1918
1919
1920
1921
1922
1923

1924
1925
1926
1927
1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935

1936
1937
1938
1939
1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947

1948
1949
1950
1951
1952
1953
1954
1955
1956
1957
1958
1959

1%0
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1971

1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981
1982
1983

1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995

1996, of course, reverts back to the rat.
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Show Calendar and Registry
List your show, bourse, suction or event
for WFSC member-club shows a:. .EBEE
non-members and all other events

Feb. 11

Feb. 17

CENWISPEX '96

37th ANNUAL EXHIBITION
ANDBOURSE

Central Wisconsin Stamp Club
Elk's Club, 1132 Clark St.
Stevens Point
(Contact: CENWISPEX '96, Box 1122,
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495)

'

Feb. 17 - 18

Janesville Stamp Club, Craig Center,
Fairgrounds, Janesville
(Contact: Val Cook, 1604 So. Crosby,
Janesville, WI 53546 phone(608)754-6497)

classlfled rates for ·

Patronize Our
Advertisers!
MARSHALL IS., MICRONESIA,
PALAU, DISNEY
CWS, HARRIS, MINKUS,
SCOTT, & MORE

Mar. 2 - 3

STAMP SHOW '96

STAMPFEST '96

Kenosha Stamp and Cover Club
St. Mark's Auditorium
7202 Sheridan Rd., Kenosha
(Contact: Dennis Mueller, 7620 - 10th
Ave., Kenosha, WI 53143)

Milwaukee Philatelic Society
St. Aloysius Gonzaga Hall
1435 So. 92nd St., West Allis
(Contact: John Fagan, W140 N7470
Lilly Rd., Menomonee Falls, WI
53051 - phone (414) 251-0617 (2196)

Mar. 16-17

Mar. 30 - 31

BAYPEX '96

OUTAPEX '96

Green Bay Philatelic Society
Downtowner Best Western Motel
321 So. Washington St., Green Bay
(Contact: Gordy Lindner, 1002
Amberly Tr., Green Bay, WI 54311)

Outagamie Philatelic Society
Columbus Club
2531 N. Richmond St., Appleton
(Contact: Al Marcus, P.O. Box 11,
Appleton, WI 54912)

OFFICE HOURS BY APPOINTMENT

May 4 - 5

June 15 - 16

WISCOPEX '96

15th ANNUAL SHOW
&BOURSE

PLAINEX
STAMPS

hosted by
Waukesha County Phil. Soc.
Olympia Resort and Conference
Center, Oconomowoc, WI (Contact:
Robert J. Mather, S56-W29562
Roanoke Dr., Waukesha, WI 53188)

Northwoods Stamp and Coin Club
Nicolet College, LRC Building
County "G," Rhinelander
(Contact: NSCC, P.O. Box 126,
Rhinelander, WI 54501)

STAMP SHOW '95 Show Cover
February 17-18, Kenosha, WI
Commemorating 150th anniversary of
Valentines. Red heart with cupid
holding bow and arrow. Special cancel
depicts cupid shooting arrow into heart.
1995 Cherub stamp. $1.50 ea. plus #10
SASE. Dennis Mueller, 7620 - 10th
Ave., Kenosha, WI 53143. (Kenosha
Stamp & Cover Club)

RFW STAMPS & SUPPLIES
NEW ISSUE SERVICE
STAMP COLLECTING SUPPLIES

DICK WESTERLING
612/545-6655

765 WINDEMERE DRIVE
PLYMOUTH, MN. 55441-5653

(Carl & Phyllis)
Handling• Gennany &Colonies
• Great Britain & Colonies
• Japan
• Switzerland
• Most other major European countries
See us at these Wisconsin shows:

Stamp Show '96, Feb. 17-18, Kenosha
STAHPFEST '96, Har. 2-3. West Allis
OUTAPEX '96, Har. 30-31, Appleton
WISCOPEX '96, Hay 4-5, Oconomowoc
TRI-PEX Stamp Fair '96, June 22-23, West Allis

P.O. Box #6
Des Plaines, IL 60016
(708) 827-3589

Bv Robert J. Mather
Waukesha County Philatelic Society

Who's Who
in theWFSC

Member:
Jerry D. Weasner
Jerry Weasner has just taken over the
reins as president of the Wisconsin
Federation of Stamp Clubs. This is,
therefore, a good time to get to know
him a bit better.
Jerry lives in the township of Dayton, just outside of Waupaca, WI, with
his wife of 33 years, Patricia. They
have six children but, unfortunately,
none of them have been bitten by the
stamp collecting bug.
Employed as a stockkeeper, Class
A, at the Waupaca Foundry, Jerry
usually works an evening shift and
occasionally a late-night shift. He is 55
years of age, so he has a lot of years of
stamp collecting ahead of him. His
wife is an executive manager for
Tupperware.
Jerry enjoys woodworking as
another hobby and has done some
gardening; roses are a favorite. His
other collecting interests include Hot
Wheels and Matchbox model cars,
metal cast airplanes, and banks. Since
banks, however, can be quite expensive, they are not as easy to collect. He
does some fishing, but does not hunt.
And, of course, he is a Packer fan.
(Isn't everyone?)
.
Jerry started collecting stamps in the
late 1960s. He was in Thailand at the
time, while serving in the U.S. Air
Force. His total military career
spanned from 1962 until 1970, and he
was in the Vietnam area for a time
during that war. By 1980, Jerry had
accumulated a few stamps. When a
collector friend moved to Chicago, he
left Jerry lot of stamps and his collection took off from there.

a

In 1984, Jerry and a few interested
friends started the Chain-o-Lakes Stamp
Collectors Club. Jerry was elected
president and has been its only president
to date. The club has steadily grown and
has 16 members today. The club recently
sponsored a three-week display at the
Waupaca Public Library, where Jerry
displayed some of his stamps. Otherwise,
he has not exhibited his collection.
As a general worldwide collector,
Jerry's favorite areas are Japan and the
Far East. He also likes German stamps
and gets a lot of them from his son and
another friend who live in that country.
Jerry is a member of the American
Philatelic Society and American Topical
Association. He also belongs to the
Experimental Aircraft Association.
He recalls the time when he obtained
several old magazines from a lady in
Wild Rose . They were copies of Life
Magazine and The Saturday Evening Post
published in the 1940s and 1950s. Inside

were full-color pages of postage
stamps, and he was quite impressed
with them. He laments the fact that we
don't see any of this today. Our hobby
get. His
needs all the exposure it
advice to other collectors is to promote
the hobby more among our youth.
Jerry does not just talk a good talk,
but he walks the good walk as well. He
is working with the Waupaca Postmaster to present programs for school kids.
For the recent three-week display at the
library, Jerry had 1,000 ball point pens
made for giveaways. The pens included
a Chain-o-Lakes Stamp Collectors Club
promotion, and they really made a hit
with the kids.
When the club was first formed, he
had T-shirts made to advertise the club.
Now, when members wear their shirts,
the club gets some exposure. Jerry also
has a cap that advertises the club and a
promotional display for his car.
As Jerry takes on the challenge of .
running the WFSC, we certainly all
wish him our best. You have our trust
and support, Jerry. Good luck. ■

can

Kenosha Stamp & Cover Club

February 17-18

Commemorate•

St. Mark's Auditorium
7202 Sheridan Rd.
Kenosha, WI

150Years
Valentine's Day Greetings

Cacheted Covers -

$1.so each w/SASE:
Dennis Mueller, Kenosha Stamp & Cover Club, 7620 - 10th Ave.,
Kenosha, Wl53143
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STAMPFEST 199 6
POSTAGE STAMP SHOW
MARCH 2-3, 1996
St. Aloysius Gonza ga Hall
1435 South 92nd Street
West Allis, Wis
Saturday: 10am - 5pm Sunday: 10am - 4pm
FREE ADMISSION - FREE PARKING - DOOR PRIZES
PARTICIPATING DEALERS
North Bay Stamps
David Alex
Plainex Stamps
Bardo Stamps
Rasdale Stamp Co
Bell Stamp Co
Renee's Stamps
Davidson's Stamp Service
RFW Stamps & Supplies
D&E Stamps
Seven Continents
Fairlakes Philatelies
Smyth's Stamp Shoppe
Larry Joseph Stamp Co
Stamfax
Kendall·Stamps
The Stamp Studio
Terry Kurzinski
University Avenue Stamps
Lee's First Day Covers
Verus Stamp & Supply Co
MCXI Philatelies
Oleg I. Yudkin
MICHAEL
For information write or telephone
John R. Fagan, Bourse Chairman, W140N7470 Lilly Rd, Menomonee Falls WI 53051-4608
Telephone (414) 251 -0617 Fax (414) 251 -2226
Milwaukee Philatelic Society
Come Join The Fun of Stamp Collecting
Monthly Meetings - Third Wednesday 7:30 pm - except July
Zablocki Park Pavilion - 3717 West Howard Avenue - Milwaukee

I~

