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official representative of your home club).
Members-at-large are also encouraged to
attend, but have no voting privileges.

Call for Convention
Here 's a special inv itation to all to attend
WISCOPEX '02, the
71st annual Convention
and Exhibition of the
Wisconsin Federation of
Stamp Clubs. This
year's event will be held
March 9-10, at the
Forest Hills Lodge , in
Rockford, IL. The
convention is hosted by the Rockford Stamp
Club, which rejoined the WFSC in 2000,
having previously held membership during the
yea rs 1962-73.
Dwane Kaplenk is serving as general
chairman and Tim Wait as exhibits chair.
WISCOPEX is being held in conjunction with
ROCKFORD '02, the club's long-standing
local show.
The last time we convened south of the
border was in 1958, when the Lake County
Philatelic Society hosted our 27th convention at
Waukegan, IL. We appreciate the Rockford
club 's hospitality and look forward to getting
belier acquainted with our Illinois neighbors.

Delegates
All WFSC member clubs are reminded to
send a delegate and/or an alternate to the
Annual Business Meeting, which will be held at
1 p.m. on Saturday. March 9. Delegates should
be prepared to check in at 12:45 p.m. or
preregister at the WFSC society table with
written credentials (a simple statement signed
by your club president designating you as the

"Clubs are urged to be prepared to
send their delegates to the Annual
Business Meeting with offers to host
WISCOPEX '04, '05, '06, or '07."
Annual Business Meeting
The meeting will include officer, committee, and special project reports . This is the time
for comments and suggestions that you or your
club might have concerning the WFSC and its
operations. Elections of officers will be voted
upon by the delegates. Several appointments
also will be made.
Here's the time, too, to get your club's
offer in to host future conventions. We like to
keep the calendar filled for five years out but
are currently lacking a host for conventions
beyond 2003. Clubs are urged to be prepared to
send their delegates to the Annual Business
Meeting with offers to host WISCOPEX '04,
'05, '06, or '07.

Awards banquet
The WISCOPEX '02 banquet is scheduled
for Saturday evening, March 9, at Lino's
Restaurant in Rockford (see details on p. 8).
The 2002 WFSC Dealer Recognition A ward
and individual exhibit awards will be presented
at this event. We'll also induct at least one
outstanding philatelist to the Wisconsin
Philatelic Hall of Fame. We 'll learn the winner
of the 2002 WISCOPEX Club Award as well.

Show activities
B.ourst: - In addition to the listing of
dealers confirmed as of January 1, the show
will include a U.S . Postal Service substation
and a United Nations Administration booth.
Exhibits - WISCOPEX includes an array
of exhibits in various classes, including a
Champion of Champions competition. This
year's judges are Rob Henak, Claude Giralte,
and Jack Green. The Judges' Critique sched uled for 3 p.m . on Saturday is open to
(continued on p. 8)

WFSC society table activities
Wear your WFSC logo button,
show it to the staff at the table
and receive a gift - a first-day
ceremony program of the Vince
Lombardi stamp issued in Green
Bay on August 5, 1997. We're offering other
gift options as well.
While you're at our table , remember to
light up your home club on the display map and
register for door prizes.
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Show Calendar and Registry
List your show, bourse, auction or event
~

FREE for WFSC member-club shows non-members and all other events

classified rates f()r

February 16

Feb. 16 & Mar. 16

February 17

March 2-3

43rd Annual Exhibition and Bourse
Janesville Stamp Club
Craig Center, 4-H Fairgrounds, Janesville
(Contact: Valerie Cook, 1604 So. Crosby,
Janesville, WI 53546 - 608-754-6497)

STAMP AND COIN FAIR (bourse)
Wisconsin Valley Philatelic Society
Saturday IO a.m. • 4 p.m.
Cedar Creek Outlet Hall, IO IO I Market
Rd., Rothschild (Exit 185 Business 51
Rothschild) (Contact: Jim Johnson,
715-359-4326) (J/02)

CENWISPEX '02
Central Wisconsin Stamp Club
Elks Club, 1132 Clark St., Stevens Point
(Contact: j.D. Hanville, P.O. Box 845,
Stevens Point, WI 54481 715-341-1111, jadeco@g2a.net)

STAHPF EST '02
sponsored by Milwaukee Philatelic Society
St. Aloysius Gonzaga Hall
1435 So. 92nd St., West Allis
(Contact: Roger Szymanski, MPS, P.O.
Box 1980, Milwaukee, WI 5320 I 414-744-6640) (2/01)

March 9-10

March 23

April 6

April 13

WISCOPEX '02 & ROCKFORD '02
hosted by Rockford Stamp Club
Forest Hills Lodge, 9500 Forest Hills
Rd., Rockford, IL (Contact: Dwane
Kaplenk, P.O. Box 230 I, Rockford, IL
61131 - 815-3 98-0813, rockaires@xta.com)

BAYPEX '02
Green Bay Philatelic Society
Ramada Inn Green Bay, 27 50 Ramada
Way, Green Bay (Contact Gordy Lindner,
I002 Amberly Tr., Green Bay, WI 54311
- 920-465-6692)

DANEPEX '02
Badger Stamp Club
Madison Turners Hall, 300 I So.
Stoughton Rd., Madison (Contact: john
Pare, 7834 E. Oakbrook Cir., Madison,
WI 53717 - 608-829-2988,
msjpsp@chorus.net)

OUTAPEX '02
Outagamie Philatelic Society
Columbus Club, 253 I N. Richmond It.,
Appleton (Contact: Al Harcus,
P.O. Box 11, Appleton, WI 54912)

April 20

June 15-16

SHEBOYGAN STAMP & COIN SHOW
Sheboygan Stamp Club
Sheboygan Armory, 516 Broughton Dr.,
Sheboygan (Contact: Edwin Rautmann,
P.O. Box 907, Sheboygan, WI 53082 920-452-0054, keppert@bytehead.com)

21st ANNUAL SHOW
Northwoods Stamp and Coin Club
James Williams junior High School
915 Acacia Ln., Rhinelander
Sat. IO a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun. IO a.m.-4 p.m.
(Contact Larry Harten, 3295 Hancock Lake
Rd., Harshaw, WI 54529 - 715-282-5636)

June 22-23
TRI-PEX '02
Italian Amer. Stamp Club, North Shore
Phil. Soc., Polish Amer. Stamp Club
St. Aloysius Gonzaga Hall, 1435 So. 92nd St.,
West Allis (Contact: Robert Henak, NSPS,
P.O. Box 17832, Milwaukee, WI 53217
- 414-351-1519)

Members Only
Free AdS
CALUPEX '02, March 9-10, Lincoln
Center, 2450 Lincoln St., Highland, IN.
Sponsored by Calumet Stamp Club.
Contact: john Koval, P.O. Box 83,
Griffith, IN 46319 - phone 219-9244836, e-mail calumetstamps@aol.com
Vern Witt
Fond d~ Lac Stamp Cl~b < . / ·.•,
KettleMotai9e
&Stamp Club
Manitowoc.Pbil. S6¢.
.
Soc.
Riptin Ph.~. Sile.
Sheboygan Stamp Club

Coi.n

Oshkosh Phil:
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(John Km!. WffC mem/Jer-at-large)

HELP! Need assistance in preparing a
compedium of Madison territorial covers.
Please contact Duane Zinkel, 2323
Hollister Ave., Madison, WI 53705; 608238-44420, dfzinkel@charter.net

~·•· Listing
WISCOPEX '02 Show Cover - March
9-10, Rockford, IL, see p. 9.
ROCKFORD '02 Show Cover (2002
Winter Olympics) - March 9-10,
Rockford, IL. Set of four different
multicolored computer-generated
cachets feature sports on USPS Winter
Sports issue. Special cancel. Franked w/
2002 Winter Sports stamps. $1 .50 ea.
Include #IO SASE. Rockford Stamp Club,
P.O. Box 230 I, Rockford, IL 61131.
(Rockford ftamp {/u/J)

"I find television very
educating. Every time
somebody turns on the set,
I go into the other room
and work on my stamp
collection. "
- - Groucho Marx

(Badger ftJmp {/u/J)
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By WFSC Secy. Karen Weigt
4184 Rose Ct., Middleton, WI 53562
Send your club delegates off to WISCOPEX
with some cash in their wallets . I admit to
skepticism when I first learned that this is
essentially what the Kettle Moraine Coin and
Stamp Club (West Bend) did for WISCOPEX
'01. Yes, the club gave its delegate $25 to
attend the WFSC's Annual Business Meeting.
If your club can afford it and the bylaws
permit it, why not? Maybe you 'd rather
consider reimbursement for travel costs . How
about some stamp bucks?
After all , there aren't a lot of collectors who
are willing to take the time to sit at a meeting
when there are more enjoyable show activities at
hand . It 's important , however , that your club is
represented. The WFSC and its officers need
that demonstration of support. Conversely, the
meeting experience sometimes inspires delegates
to become more active in organized philately .
A cash incentive could go a long way as it
furthermore supports the show when spent on
che bourse floor. Think about it .. .

From Waukesha County Philatelic Society

VIDEO PROGRAM REVIEW
Title: The Division of the Union
Source and format: American Philatelic
Research Library (APS) - Slides
Reviewer description: Program reviews the
division of the Union from a postal history
point of view. Campaign and patriotic
covers trace the political events. Later
covers detail the changes in the Union and
in the mail service .
Ratings - J to JO (10 = excellent)
and comments
• Visual quality - 9 (Excellent clarity
and color of items depicted .)
• Quality of materials shown - 9 (No
ratty covers . All were items that one
would like to own .)
• Topic coverage - 9 (?) (Not aware
of what might be missing . What was
presented seemed to be very good .)
• Clarity of presentation - 9 (Very well
done .)
Other comments: Program is 33 minutes
long (30 if APS information is skipped) and
held everyone's interest. Just about the right
length. Glad we saw it.

What others are doing
This is the time of year when an amazing
number of clubs devote meetings to two annual
activities: the Linn 's U.S . Stamp Popularity
Poll and the WFSC Club Trivia Contest. Some
make a contest out of the popularity poll by
offering a prize to the club member whose picks
most closely match the final national tally .
This is also the time for recognizing results
of December elections :
Leading the American Topical Association
Chapter V (Milwaukee) for the year 2002 are :
Pres . Mary Ann Bowman , VP Rollie Kohl,
Secy. Linda Brothen, and Treas . Ray Sullivan .

North Shore Philatelic Society of Milwaukee officers for 2002 are : Pres . Linda Brothen,
VP Rob Henak, Secy . Howard Perlick, and
Treas . Robert Mather.
Officers steering the Wisconsin Valley
Philatelic Society (Wausau) are : Pres . Fred
Ziemann , VP Gary Maas, Secy . William
Grosnick Sr. , and Treas. Linda Schultz.
Rockford Stamp Club (IL) 2002 officers
are: Pres. Tim Wait, VP John Brown, Secy .
Matt Mace, Treas. Tim Gallagher, and directors
Andy Bumgarner, Don Alcock and Jim Johnson.
Northwoods Stamp and Coin Club
(Rhinelander) officers re-elected are : Pres.
Larry Marten, VP Jim Caldwell Jr., Secy .
John Barnick, and Treas. Norm Braeger.
The 102nd year of the Milwaukee Philatelic Society will be lead by: Pres . Art Petrie,
VP John Farkas , Secy . Carol Schutta, and
Treas . Kurt Albrecht. Directors for 2002-03
are Gunther Heller and Doug Van Beek . Bill
Edwards, sergeant at arms, will keep the
meetings in order. ■

Club News
WISCONSIN POST AL HISTORY
SOCIETY PUBLISHES USS WISCONSIN
BOOKLET
The WPHS is offering its newest publication
titled "The History and Postal History of the
Two USS Wisconsin's. "The 52-page booklet
contains information compiled by Thomas
Becher of Stratford, WI. It is edited by Frank
Moertl of Hartland, WI.
The booklet includes the history of the
original battleship launched in I 898 and the
second ship launched in 1943. It depicts postal
history items with USS Wisconsin cancels, ship
post office documents , commissioning and
recommissioning programs, and various photos .
To learn more about the publication and
how to purchase a copy , contact: Greg

Schmidt, Treas. , WPHS, 1978 Fox Burrow
Ct. , Neenah, WI 54956, 920-722-1449 ,
gschmidt@vbe.com .

STAMPFEST '02 FEATURES 25 DEALERS
The Milwaukee Philatelic Society 's annual
spring bourse, STAMPFEST, will be held
March 2-3 at St. Aloysius Gonzaga Hall, 1435
So . 92nd St., in West Allis. This year 's event
features 25 dealers from throughout the Midwest. MPS is offering hourly door prizes .
More details can be found in the ad on this
issue• s back page .
For further information, contact: Roger J .
Szymanski, P.O . Box 1980, Milwaukee, WI
53201-1980, 414-744-6640 .

ACROSS THE FENCE POST is the official publication of the Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs, Inc ., a 50l(c)(3) non-profit organization and life member of
the APS since 1953. For WFSC membership information, contact the Central Office.
ATFP is published monthly Sept.-Apr.; bimonthly May-Aug. News of Wisconsin collectors, club news and gratis original articles related to philately are
welcomed. The editor accepts submissions in any format, but reserves the right to make minor
editing changes to conform with our style sheet. Material not carrying an individual copyright
notice may be reproduced only by not-for-profit organizations, provided the author(s) and
publication receive credit for any reprinted material. Unless explicitly stated by an officer in
conjunction with official WFSC business, opinions expressed by individual authors are not necessarily
endorsed by the WFSC.
Submission deadlines are for the month preceding month of publication as follows:
advertising-1st of the month; editorial matter-5th of the month. Send editorial matter,
stamp show calendar and cover listings, and ads to: Karen Weigl, Editor, ATFP, 4184 Rose
Ct. , Middleton, WI 53562 - phone 608-836-1509, karenweigt@cs.com. For a complete list of
advertising rates and policies (display, classified and listings), see the July-August 2000 issue of
ATFP, or request a copy from the editor.
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By Gregg Greenwald, Central Wisconsin Stamp Club

U.S. First-Issue

evenue
StampsPartl
Gregg Greenwald, veteran writer for ATFP, needs little introduction . Throughout the years, he has often shared his expertise in
rhe area of modern U.S. postage stamp varieties. The following
article reveals Gregg 's added wealth of knowledge of U.S.
revenues . Our thanks to Gregg for taking time away from his
collecting activities to write all these informative articles.
Introduction

Some of the most beautifully engraved
emissions of the 19th century can be found
under the heading of "Revenue Stamps" in
the major catalogs. By far the most popular
to collect were those first issued in late 1862
to help the North pay for the Civil War. The
stamps commonly known as the "First
Issue" came in a variety of sizes, colors and
denominations. Their fine engraving,
availability on the philatelic market, and
varied cancellations help make them collectors' favorites .
The grouping of stamps shown in Figure
1 is only a sample of the kind of material
included in the first-issue revenues.
Figures 2 and 3 depict examples of the
many interesting documents on which
revenue stamps are found.
The printing firm of Butler & Carpenter
of Philadelphia was awarded the contract to
print the revenue stamps. The first stamps
were delivered to the government in late
September 1862. They would continue to
print the stamps of the first issue until 1871.
Just under I. 5 billion stamps were issued
between 1862 and 1871, with a face value of
nearly $100 million . A third of the total face
value came from the 2¢, 50¢ and $1 denominations; the 2¢ values were printed in a
quantity of over 650 mill ion.
The original tax law stated that a revenue
stamp could only pay the particular tax
specified on its face . For this reason, several
denominations can be found with various
titles . One-cent stamps , for example , can be
found with titles of "EXPRESS, " "PLAYING CARDS ," "PROPRJETARY " and
"TELEGRAPH. " (See Figure 4.) It was
thought that great statistical data could be

4

gathered about
the types and
quantities of
taxes being paid .
By December 1862, the practice
was abandoned and the stamps
could be used indiscriminately.
The only exception was that
Proprietary and Playing Cards
stamps could not be used to pay
documentary taxes, but could
only be used interchangeably on

first-issue revenue stamps
showing the fine engraving and
varied shapes and sizes.
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Fig. 2 - 1870 marriage certificate showing tax paid with a 5¢ Agreement stamp.

Fig. 3 -1868 receipt ofpayment fora tombstone showing tax paid with a 2¢ Bank Check stamp.
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proprietary articles such as matches, patent
medicines , perfumes , playing cards and
photographs . Figure 5 shows an improperly
used proprietary stamp on document.

Fig. 4 - Stamps with the same denomination issued to
pay only the particular tax specified on its face.

Perforations
First-issue revenue stamps can be found
with three different perforation types :
imperforate, imperforate vertically or
horizontally (better known as part-perforate)
and fully perforated . Despite what is
commonly believed, the perforated stamps
were issued first. By November 1862, it was
found that the perforating equipment could
not keep up with demand and orders were
given to deliver unfiqished stamps.
Many of the first-i ssue stamps can be
found imperforate or part-perforate . A quick
check of the Scott Specialized Catalogue of
United States Stamps and Covers shows that
a few imperforate stamps are actually priced
less than their perforated counterparts . The
2¢ blue Certificate and the $ I Mortgage are
examples . Also note that while the majority
of the part-perfo rate stamps are imperforate
horizontally , several exist imperforate
vertically as well.

Scott Rlc - 1¢ Express

Scott R2c - 1¢ Playing Cards

Scott R3c - 1¢ Proprietary

Scott R4c - 1¢ Telegraph

Colors
Several color changes occurred during
the life of the issue . Some were deliberate, like changing the colors of the 2¢
stamps from orange to blue and back to
orange. Others were due to inconsistent
mixing and instability of the inks used to
print the stamps .
The 2¢ issues were initially printed in
orange (although the official orders list the
color as yellow) . After criticism was
received that the impressions on the 2¢
stamps were poor and indistinct, an order
was given in October 1862 to change the
color to blue for the 2¢ values. By August
1864, however, it was found that many blue
2¢ stamps were being washed and reused .
The stamp color was then changed back to
orange for all of the 2¢ values except the 2¢
Proprietary (2¢ Playing Cards stamps were
no longer printed after July 1864).
Several stamps were deliberately printed
in an ultramarine shade starting in I 869.
Examples include the 2¢ Proprietary , 10¢
Contract, 10¢ Foreign Exchange, 50¢
Conveyance, 50¢ Surety Bond and $15
Mortgage. The reason for the color change
was to stop the washing and reuse of stamps.
Many of the other first issues can be
found in a range of colors. Early printings of
the $1 and $5 stamps are dull red while
those printed in 1870 are bright red . Purple
stamps such as the 4¢ Proprietary, $1.90

Fig. 5 - 1864 promissory note with illegal use of a 4¢ proprietary stamp to help pay
a documentary tax.
Foreign Exchange and $2 .50 Inland Exchange
can be found in a vast array of hues .

Paper
For the majority of the first-issue stamps,
the paper used was a very hard , brittle paper
(usually called old paper). In 1869, however,
the government decided that it would begin to
supply its own paper . As sometimes happens ,
the government was not able to deliver on its
intentions and Joseph R. Carpenter (Butler had
passed away in I 868) was forced to find a
supply of paper on the open market. One paper
used was very soft and usually quite porous .
Another paper was similar but also contained
small amounts of silk threads (better known as
experimental silk paper). The final type was
very hard, rather brittle and very thick, almost
like a thin cardboard .
Experimental papers were also tested.
Usually, the stamps printed during the paper
experiments were destroyed. Nevertheless,

some 2¢ Bank Check and 2¢ U.S. Internal
Revenue stamps printed on the experimental
green paper were accidentally issued in 1866.
Major catalogs only list the paper types
of old paper and silk paper. The soft,
porous paper stamps are grouped along with
those printed on old paper. The stamps
printed on experimental silk paper are easily
overlooked.
Usually, only one of two silk fibe rs can
be found on a stamp. Those silk paper
stamps with denominations of 25¢ or
higher are easier to find because of the
large size of the stamps. When checking,
be sure that the stamp is on soft, porous
paper; brightly colored; and canceled 1870
or later. Many silk paper varieties ca rry
large premiums compared to their non-silk
paper counterparts. ■

Next month - cancellations, condition, and
caveats on collecting first-issue revenues .
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By Hank Schmidt. P.O. Box 3153.
Oshkosh. WI 54903-3153 (e-mail
artcoy@vbe.com/. Mbr.• Oshkosh
Philatelic Society

This is a continuation of the discussion on
servicing your own first-day covers that
appeared in the November 2001 ATFP.
In that installment, I had mainly focused on
the servicing of larger numbers of FDCs . If
desired, you can send in just a single cover for
servicing by the U.S. Postal Service. I do not,
however. recommend it. By sending two or
more, you increase your chances of getting at
least one good first-day cancel.
For small groups of covers ~ I send thei:n in
a No. 7 heavy-duty protective envelope, again
marked "Do Not Bend ." Remember to have the
package hand-canceled at your local post office.
The Washington Stamp Exchange* sells an
excellent No. 7 heavy-duty envelope in lots of
100 or more at a nominal price. It is the same
envelope the company uses when mailing its
Artcraft FDCs .
Again, be sure that all of your covers are
prepared according to the suggestions found in
my November 2001 article. Include a SASE of
the same quality used to submit your covers,
but be aware that the Postal Service does not
have to use your SASE. Nevertheless, you can
always hope that they will use it, and there is a
good chance that this will happen.
Regardless of the number of covers dispatched for serv icing, I emphatically recommend
that you enclose a cover letter. The letter should
contain a request that the covers be returned in
your SASE to protect them from being canceled
again when they enter the mail stream.
Now is also the time to request that all of
your covers be hand-canceled with the full firstday cancel that includes the slogan "First Day
of Issue, " as well as any decorative art that the
cancel might contain. If you do not specify the
full cancel, there is always the chance that your
covers will be returned with just a bull's-eye
cancel. Of course, if the bull's-eye is all that
you want, you can make that request, too.
If you've had good service in the past, you
might include a thank-you and express your
hope that such service will continue. While I
have listed several items that should be included
in the cover letter, I caution you not to make it
too long. Short, typed letters are more apt to be
read than long windy ones. Remember the rules
of courtesy, and use the usual business format
with the inside address being the same as the
one used on your protective envelope (see
November 2001 article).
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Be prepared to affix your own stamps. For
several years now, the Postal Service has been
discouraging requests to have its staff affix
stamps. The USPS claims it is not cost effective and they no longer have the personnel to
continue this service. By franking your own
covers, you can be assured that the stamps will
be applied carefully and without any deviations .
Yes, you may make combo covers, that is,
apply additional stamps that may be related to
the subject of the first-day stamp. The additional stamps must be mint. They must also
have been issued prior to your first-day stamp.
Foreign stamps, even if they are mint, are
frowned upon, except in the case of joint issues.
Seals may be used if they are a part of the
cachet. While many collectors have used seals as

part of the franking and gotten away with it,
there is always the chance that a regulationoriented postal worker will put all of your covers
in the mail stream where they will receive only
the current machine cancel. As a result, your
creations will be rendered useless as FD Cs.
First, last, and always, the total face value .
of the stamps used on your FD Cs must equal
the total of the current first-class postage rate
for at least one ounce. This also holds true for
hand-back service at a first-day ceremony site.
Again, I have not said it all. There will be
one more installment on this subject. ■

By Robert J. Mather
Waukesha County Philatelic Society

Earl has worked for Swiss Colony for over
10 years as a senior systems analyst. Sue is a
homemaker. In addition to stamp collecting,
Earl enjoys reading, collecting comedy records ,
travel and keeping track of a grandson, but not
necessarily in that order . He has done some
international travel.
He got started in collecting stamps while in
the second grade. He had a non-paid job of
emptying trash at an insurance company and
was allowed to keep any stamps that he found .
He has been collecting off and on for about 48
years. He states that he has always enjoyed
foreign stamps the most because they allow him
to visit places he knows he will never be able to
see in person. He has recently become interested in postal history.
In addition to the WFSC Dist rict
Representative 's Award, Earl was honored in
2001 by the Janesville Stamp Club when he
was inducted into the group's Hall of Fame.
He has exhibited at the Janesville stamp
show. His four-frame educational exhibit
presents an introduction to philately by
illustrating the different types of collections
that one can pursue .
Earl likes to remember going through his
grandparents' trunk and finding a box with a
U.S. parcel post stamp. More recently he
recalls finding a letter that was written to the
son of another person named Button. It was a
stampless cover.
Earl's words of wisdom for stamp collectors are: "Be ready for the next interesting
stamp or cover that you find. Until then , enjoy
and learn from those that you already have."
He has gotten a lot of enjoyment from meeting
collectors at club meetings and stamp shows.
Earl is one of those people who makes the
hobby so much fun and more enjoyable for the
rest of us . We wish him all the best in his
future endeavors. ■

Who's Who in the WFSC
Member:
Earl Button
Earl Button recently
received the WFSC
District Representative's Award. And,
after talking with Earl ,
it appears that the
recognition was well
deserved.
Earl Button
Earl is a member of
the Rockford Stamp Club and the Janesville
Stamp Club. He is a past-president of the
Janesville club and one of a group of collectors
in the Monroe area who recently organized a
new club. It is a stamp and postcard club that
meets each month at 7 p .m. at the Monroe
Middle School. For further inforrJ?ation about
the club, contact Earl. His daytime phone is
608-328-8960, evenings 608-328-2827; e-mail
button@scdatacenter.com .
Earl is also a member of the Trans-Mississippi Philatelic Society , Stamporama (an online
club), the American Philatelic Society , and the
St. Vincent De Paul Society, of which he is
currently secretary. In 2000, Earl began writing
a column for Global Stamp News.
Earl and his wife , Sue, have been married
for 31 years and they are the proud parents of
four grown children. Although the children had
stamp collections as youngsters, none of them
carried through with the hobby into adulthood.
Sue is into stamping - with rubber stamps,
that is . She makes them, she collects them and
creates a variety of items with them. Sometimes she incorporates some of Earl's inexpensive, duplicate postage stamps on her creations.

*The Washington Press , 2 Vreeland Rd. ,
Florham Park, NJ 07932, 973-966-0001.
www.washpress.com.
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By Russell White. Wisconsin Postal
History Society

Back Roads of Philately
Those Magnificent Men in Their Flying
Machines

The words "Gold Rush " bring to mind 1840s
California, but there were others. The Yukon
was the site of rushes in the 1890s and 1920s .
Northern Quebec and Ontario were the sites of
a rush in the 1920s.
Airmail service officially began in 1928 as
Canada expanded its postal service network.
There was, however, a precursor service begun
in 1924 that had the flavor of an old-time serial
cliff-hange r. Weather often grounded flights
and occasionally planes crashed .
Airplanes were the fastest way to get to the
mining fields in Canada's north. Many supplies
and some people came in this way . In 1924, the
Canadian government began authorizing several
private flying services to run a semi-official
airmail service . Separate from the postal service,
these pilots were authorized to carry mail for
which they were allowed to charge a fee . Most
early flight services charged 25¢ per letter and
substantially more for packages and supplies .
Each service created its own "stamps" to show
payment for mail delivery .
Several services were based out of
Haileybury, Ontario . The first service flying
mail was the Laurentide Air Service Ltd.,
which flew from Haileybury to Rouyn and
Angliers, Quebec . Laurentide created five
different stamps , each a little different, between
August and October 1924 (Figure 1) . The
service ran until late fall and then disappeared.
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In July 1926, the
Patricia Airways and
Fig . 2a - Unitrade CL6
Fig . 2b - Unitrade CLB
Exploration Co. Ltd .
began competing on
routes from its base in
Sioux Lookout.
Flights went to gold
fields at Woman Lake,
Pine Ridge, Red Lake,
and Birch Lake in
Fig . 2c - Unitrade CLJO
Ontario; and to
Fig. 2d - Unitrade CLJ2
Rouyn, Quebec. Flights
also ran between Haileybury and Rouyn,
directly competing with Elliot-Fairchild .
Patricia discounted its initial 25¢ charge,
attempting to gain business by undercutting
Fairchild . The Patricia rate between Haileybury
and Rouyn dropped to 10¢ , and between Sioux
Lake and the Red Lake district it tried a 5¢
rate. Patricia created several values - 5¢, 10¢,
25¢ and 50¢ - and stamps for various routes.
Fig . 3 - 1928 Patricia Airways
A similarly named company was formed to
Limited, Unitrade CL43
run routes in 1928, but entirely different people
airlines running contract routes for the governran it (Figure 3).
ment until World War II.
In 1927 and 1928, the Yukon beckoned and
Canada's semi-official airmai l service
several airlines tried carrying mail there . By
1933, all services ended and merged into the
stamps are listed in Unitrade 's Specialized
official airmail service that began in 1928
Canada Catalogue as CL1-CL52 . Covers exist,
running between cities , with many of the same
but are now fairly scarce. ■
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Fig. 1 - 1924 Laurentide Air
Service, Unitrade CL4
In 1925, a new service ran this route,
Northern Air Service. The first mail ran on
May 18, but stamps for covers didn't appear
until June 27 . Heavy winter ended service in
November.
In 1926, several services competed. One of
the former Northern Air Service pilots, Jack V.
Elliot, began operations on March 7, 1926.
First flights were to Red Lake, Portage and
Sioux Lookout, Ontario (Figure 2a) .
Within two weeks , Elliot merged with
Fairchild (another former Northern Air pilot),
and by March 21, Elliot-Fairchild Air Service
(Figure 2b) was serving Red Lake (Elliot's
route) and Rouyn, Quebec (Fairchild 's route)
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President's Message
(continued from p. 1)
everyone , whether you have an exhibit entered
in the show or not. The critique offers an
opportunity to learn how to construct a competitive exhibit.
Wisconsin Postal History Society Meeting·
The meeting is scheduled for 10 a.m. on Sunday
and visitors are invited .
Youth activities - Youth will enjoy games
and prizes and a 2¢ table for starter collections .
Auction - There will be a silent auction of
200 lots each day with bids closing at 2 p.m. on
both days .
Show covers and special cancels - Since
this is a combination of two events,
WJSCOPEX '02 and ROCKFORD '02, the
Postal Service will have separate cancels for
each . The Rockford Stamp Club has prepared
separate cacheted covers for each, too .

Other show details are described elsewhere
on this page . See you there! ■

Convention Delegate
Check-in Procedure
To shorten the check-in line, delegates/
alternates to the 2002 Annual Business
Meeting may preregister at the WFSC table
at any time prior to the meeting . Just
present your written credentials to WFSC
Secretary Karen Weigt . She will get you
signed in and give you your meeting papers .
Delegates are also advised that the
WFSC is classified as an !RC 501(c)(3)
organization, thereby making your out-ofpocket expenses to attend the Annual
Business Meeting deductible on your IRS
income tax returns .
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Stamps - Covers - Postcards ·. v.v '"', -;-'·i
Want Lists Welcomed
·'
Specializing in U.S.
,
DAVE'S STAMPS~
P.O. Box 55
ii.,~ ~-- ~
Kimberly, WI 54136-00SS
Pave Carney, APS, WPHS
email: new address
920-687-S6n
to be announced

JADECO Stamp & Hobby
J.D. Manville • Games People Play
833 Clark Street • P.O. Box 845
Stevens Point. WI 54481

(715) 341 -5555 Store
(715) 341- 1111 Home
(715) 498-1111 Cell
jadeco@g2a. net

Please Patronize our
ATFP Advertisers!

More WISCOPEX Details
Schedule of Events

Area Lodging

Saturday, March 9

Make reservations directly with your choice
of hotel/motel. (See map on p. 9 for
location information.)

10 a.m . - Show opens
12:45 p.m.- Final check-in and seating for
Annual Business Meeting
1 p.m.
- WFSC Annual Business Meeting
2p .m.
- Silent auction closes
3 p.m.
- Judges critique
- Show closes
5 p.m.
5:30 p.m. - Awards banquet social hour
6:30 p.m. - Awards banquet dinner
Sunday, March 10

10 a.m.
10 a.m.
2 p.m .
4 p.m.

- Show opens
- Wisconsin Postal History
Society meeting
- Silent auction closes
- Show closes

Hampton Inn, 7695 Colosseum Dr .(1)
815-229-0404
Single $64 / Double $74
Holiday Inn, 7550 E. State St.(2)
815-398-2200
Single $79 / Double $89
Sweden House , 4605 E. State St.@
815-398-4130
Single $58 / Double $68
Village Inn, 7820 N . 2nd St.@
815-633-3453
Single $40 / Double $49

Awards Banquet
Saturday, March 9 - Lino's Restaurant, 5611 E. State St. , Rockford, IL
5:30 p.m. - Social Hour; 6:30 p.m. - Dinner
Banquet tickets may be ordered on the following form . Pick up tickets at the Rockford Stamp Club
table at the show site.
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I WISCOPEX/ROCKFORD '02 AW ARDS BANQUET
I
I
I Seven-course meal with your choice of baked chicken or veal parmigiana .
I Please reserve
ticket(s) at $13 .50 each for : _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ I
II Entree _ _ baked chicken; _ _ veal parmigiana
II
I
I My check for$ _ _ is enclosed (payable to Rockford Stamp Club) .
I Reservations due by March 4. Send to : Rockford Stamp Club , P.O . Box 2301, Rockford, IL I
or call Dwane at 815-398-0813.
I
IL 61131;
_________________________ J
8

The official WISCOPEX '02 cacheted cover
will be available at the show or by mail order.
The special cancel , as shown above, is available
with March 9 and March 10 show dates . Cost
for serviced covers is $1.50 each. Send mail
orders with SASE to : Rockford Stamp Club ,
P.O. Box 2301, Rockford, IL 61131. Checks
payable to Rockford Stamp Club .

Dealers Confirmed
(as of January 15)

D.R. Arnquist
Bell Stamps
Steve Capone
J & K Stamps
J.W.F. Stamps
Terry Kurzinski
M.K.S. Stamps
Dennis Maves
Martin Meissner
James Newland
Peters Numismatics
Rock Aires Collectables
Stamp Baron
Stamp Shack
Terry Thomas

Rockford , IL
What Cheer, IA
Rockford , IL
Waterl oo , IA
Blooomington, IN
Rockford, IL
Normal, IL
Rockford , IL
Rac ine, WI
Peru , IL
Rockford , IL
Rockfo rd , IL
Germantown, WI
Cincinnati , OH
Arlington
Heights, IL
University Ave . Stamps Madison, WI
Verus Stamps
West Chicago, IL
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Rockford Stamp Club Presents

ROCKFORD 2002
.
WISCOPEX 2002
And

71st Annual Convention and Exhibition
Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs

March 9-10, 2002
Saturday 10-5 Sunday 10-4
Forest Hills Lodge 9500 Forest Hills Road Rockford IL
Free admission and Parking - Lunch in building
West Lane - Rt 173

...

Adult
and Youth Stamp Exhibits

Forest Hills*
Lodge
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U.N. Postal Station
U.S. Postal Station
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Silent Auction Sat. & Sun.
N
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Society Meetings
E. Riverside

Awards Banquet
Cacheted Covers
and Cancel
For information:
Rockford Stamp Club
P.O . Box 2301
Rockford, IL 61131

Lino's
Restaurant

@
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E. State St.
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STAMPFEST 2002
POSTAGE STAMP BOU RSE
STAMPS - COVERS - POSTAL HISTORY - POST CARDS - SUPPLIES
SPONSORED BY: Milwaukee Philateli c Society, Inc.
Celebrating 102 years of Philately in Milwauk ee

Gonzaga Hall
1435 South 92nd Street - Wes t Allis, Wis.
Saturday, March 2, 2002 - 10:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.
Sunday, March 3, 2002 - 10:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M.
Free Admission - Free Parking
Postal Station - Hourly Shopping Prizes

-- - -- -- --- ---- -- -- -- - ---- - ---- ---- - - - - - - - Milwaukee Philatelic Society, Inc.
~

Organized November 5, 1899
Come join the fun of Stamp Collecting
I hereby apply for membership in the Milwaukee Philatelic Society and agree to comply with
its constitution and by-laws. I enclose the appropriate dues. Adults $5.00 annual dues; persons
17 and under $2.00 annual dues.

Date: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Telephone#:

Name:

(Please Print)

Address:

--- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- ---

--- --- --- --- --- --- --- --

City/State/ Zip: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

I collect the following: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Mail to: Milwaukee Philatelic Society, Inc., P.O. Box 1980, Milwaukee, WI 53201-1980
or bring to our meeting: third Wednesday of the month 7:30 P.M. except July
Zablocki Park Pavilion, 3717 West Howard Ave., Milwaukee, Wisconsin

lO

