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Consider our WFSC FDCs
I would like to bring to your attention one of
the many projects your
WFSC is committed to.
Perhaps you are not
aware of the First Day
covers produced by
your Wisconsin
philatelic organization.
Since the late 1980s,
the WFSC has had the
policy of producing
first day covers for
stamps issued in
Wisconsin with cachets designed by Wisconsinites. This could become quite an interesting
collecting area since these covers are produced
for the WFSC under the direction and input of
the Executive Board.
Quite a number of subjects have been
brought to the public's attention by the stamps
and covers that have been prod uced over the
years. Famous people with Wisconsin ties
such as General Billy Mitchell, Houdini, and
Edna Ferber have been commemorated with
WFSC covers. Our own Wisconsin Statehood
and Greetings From Wisconsin stamps were
noted with special covers. The WFSC also
came out with a cover for the Green Bay
Packers after the US PS inc luded them in the
Celebrate the Century sheet for the I 960s.
With stamps and covers taking note of such
diverse subjects as red squirrels, "Stars and
Stripes Forever" and Rudolph, the WFSC
hones t.o snark intere,st in the, nnn-rnllPrtina

public as well as bring enjoyment to the
average collector. If you would like to know
more about these special Wi sconsin
Federation covers, just contact one of th e
officers listed on the second page of this
newsletter.
I regret to announce that our Blue Book
Coordinator, Greg Schmidt, is stepping down
from hi s post. Greg has done an outstanding
job, and he will be missed. As Blue Book
coordinator, he has seen to it that all new
directives and helpful information were
included in th e book for easy access. He has
updated previous chapters to keep information
current as well as provided new listings. I
want to thank Greg for his years of help and
dedication .
The Blue Book has been a guide for those
involved in WFSC Conventions and Exhibitions with useful information on dealers,
exhibits, judging, and much, much more. If
you would like to help out as coordinator or
know of someone, please contact one of your
Federation officers. The position 's duties
include preparing and di sseminating Blue
Book pages as they may be needed by the
WFSC Executive Board.

Club News
Milwaukee Philatelic Society Announces
Stampfest 2003
The Milwaukee Philatelic Society Inc. will
hold STAMPFEST 2003, its annual Spring
Bourse, at St. Aloysius Gonzaga Hall, 1435
South 92nd Street, on Saturday and Sunday,
March 1-2, 2003. Admission and parking are
free . Three will be door prizes drawn for
attendance.
Hours for the Spring Bourse are Saturday, IO
a.m. to 5 p.m., and Sunday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.rn.
Twenty-five dealers from throughout the
Midwest will be featured in the bourse which
has been held annually by the society since
1976. The Milwaukee Philatelic Society, Inc.
celebrated its I 00th birthday in 1999.
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Show Calendar and Registry
list your show, bourse, auction or event
FREE for WFSC member-club shows •· classified rates for non-memben and all other events
Feb. 22 & Mar. 15

February 9

February 15

Feb. 16 &. Mar 16

STAMP AND COIN FAIR (bourse)
Wisconsin Valley Philatelic Society
Saturday IO a.m. - 4 p.m.
Cedar Creek Outlet Hall, IO IO I Market
Rd., Rothschild (Exit 185 Business 51
Rothschild) (Contact Jim Johnson,
715-359-4326) (3/03)

CENWISPEX '03
Central Wisconsin Stamp Club
Knights of Columbus Hall, 3041 State
Hwy. 13 North, Wisconsin Rapids
(Contact J.D. Hanville, P.O. Box 845,
Stevens Point, WI 54481 715-341-1111, jadeco@g2a.net)

44th Annual Exhibition and Bourse
Janesville Stamp Club
Craig Center, 4-H Fairgrounds, Janesville
(Contact Valerie Cook, 1604 So. Crosby,
Janesville, WI 53546 608-754-6497)

FOX CITIES AREA STAMP BOURSE
Sunday IO a.m. - 4 p.m.
Buchanan Town Hall, N178 County Rd.
N(on east side of road between Cty.
Hwys. CE and KK), Darboy (Contact
Dave Carney, 920-687-5677) (3/03)

March 2-3

March 8-9

March 22

April 5

STAHPFEST '03
Milwaukee Philatelic Society
St Aloysius Gonzaga Hall
1435 So. 92nd St., West Allis
(Contact Roger Szymanski, HPS,
P.O. Box 1980, Milwaukee, WI 5320 I
414-744-6640) (3/03)

ROCKFORD '03
Rockford Stamp Club
Forest Hills Lodge, 9500 Forest Hills
Rd., Rockford, IL (Contact Dwane
Kaplenk, P.O. Box 230 I, Rockford, IL
61131 - 815-398-0813,
rockaires@xta.com)

BAYPEX '03
Green Bay Philatelic Society
Ramada Inn Green Bay, 2750 Ramada
Way, Green Bay (Contact Gordy Lindner,
1002 Amberly Tr., Green Bay, WI 54311
- 920-465-6692)

DANEPEX '03
Badger Stamp Club
Madison Turners Hall, 300 I So.
Stoughton Rd., Madison (Contact John
Pare, 7834 E. Oakbrook Cir., Madison,
WI 53717 - 608-839-2988,
msjpsp@chorus.net)

April 12

April 26-27

SHECOPEX '03
Sheboygan Stamp Club
Sheboygan Armory, 516 Broughton Dr.,
Sheboygan (Contact Ed Rautman, P.O.
Box 907, Sheboygan, WI 53082 920-452-0054)

WISCOPEX '03
hosted by Outagamie Philatelic Society
Fox Valley Lutheran High School, 5300 N.
Heade St, Appleton (Contact Al Harcus,
P.O. Box 11,Appleton,WI 54912 920-725-0798, maryj@vbe.com)
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contact the Central Office.

ATFP is publi shed monthly Sept.-Apr.; bimonthly May-Aug. News

of Wisconsin collectors, club news and gratis original articles related to
philately are welcomed. The editor accepts submissions in any format,
but reserves the right to make minor editing changes to conform with
our sty le sheet. Material not carrying an individual copyright notice
may be reproduced only by not-for-profit organizations, provided the
author(s) and publication receive credit for any reprinted material.
Unless explicitly stated by an officer in conjunction with official WFSC
business, opinions expressed by individual authors are not necessari ly
endorsed by the WFSC.

Submission deadlines are for the month preceding month of
publication as follows: advertising-1st of the month; editorial
matter-1st of the month. Send show calendar and club news to

WFSC Secretary Karen Weigt (see "WFSC Officers" listing for
address). Send all other editoria l matter and listings to: Ken Grant,
Editor, ATFP, El 1960 Kessler Rd., Baraboo, WI 53913 - phone 608356-7593, kgrant@uwc.edu. Send ads to: Dwane Kaplenk, Advertising
Manager, ATFP, P.O. Box 2301 , Rockford, IL 61131 - phone 815398-0813, rockaires@xta.com . For a complete list of advertising rates
and policies (display, classified and listings), see the July-August 2000
issue of ATFP, or request a copy from the advertising manager.
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ACROSS THE FENCE POST is the official publication
of the Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs, Inc. , a
50l{c)(3) non-profit organization and life member of the
APS since 1953. For WFSC membership infonnation,

WFSC Announcements
JAY BIGALKE NEW WFSC WEBMASTER
As of January I, Jay Bigalke took over the
position of WFSC Webmaster. Jay is a student
By WFSC Secy. Karen Weigl
at
UW-Madison and plans to work on site
4184 Rose Ct.. Middleton, WI 53562
updates during months when school is not in
session. Jay also serves as the WFSC's sole
the free-dues offer was conceived while going
THE CLUB CO-OP- FEBRUARY 2003
member of the Wisconsin Stamp Suggestion
through the registrations for a TOSAPEX ' 02
For many clubs, the new year brings another
Committee.
publicity mailing.
round of dues collecting and a handful of
The WFSC extends its many thanks to Doug
delinquents. Try bringing some of those
Henkle, of Oshkosh , who graciously devoted
dropouts back by sending a letter. I did this a
The Polish American Stamp Club has
many hours from his busy schedule in setting
few years ago when I was president of my
changed its meeting dates and location.
up the site at www.WFSCstamps.org/. When
local stamp club, and it was quite successful.
Members now gather at 2 p.m. on the second
Doug initially took on the task, he requested
A personal letter also shows that you are truly
Tuesday of each month at the Polish Center o
thinking of those you haven't seen for a while.
that his appointment as webmaster not extend
Wisconsin, 6941 So. 68th St., Franklin, WI.
Here's a sample:
beyond December 31, 2002.
Visitors are welcome.
"Dear John,
If you haven't visited the WFSC website, you
might consider exploring it. Our website lists
Newly elected PASC officers are: Pres. Roger
"You have been missed! The (club name)
member clubs, officers, standing committees.
Szymanski, VP Eugene Wolosiewicz, Secy.,
continues to provide In addition, it provides a show calendar and
•
monthly educational programs and
Edith Ann Malson, Treas. Rita Michalak, and
registry, cover offers, links to various other
auctions
director John Fagan.
philatelic resources, and WFSC cover offers.
•
buy-sell-trade sessions
Members ' other hobbies is a meeting program You'll find a wealth of information on WFSC
•
an annual stamp show
that seems to be catching on. A benefit is
•
fellowship
ac tivities and benefits.
getting
to know your fellow philatelists on a
•
di scount supplies
different level. December 2002 marked the
•
social events
S T A :\1 P
S II O \\ S
•
and more ...
second year in a row that the Badger Stamp
Gonxoga Hall • 97:- & Greenfield • Milwauku
"We've missed sharing these pleasures of
Exit J-894 4t Greenfield or J-94 & 8"" S1reet
Club (Madison) devoted ameeting to
stamp collecting with you and would like to
members' outside interests. In February,
2003
January _____
2S-26
have you back.
members of the North Shore Philatelic
May
3-4
August
2-3
Society of Milwaukee will share information
"Please plan to attend an upcoming meeting
December
6-7
about their other hobbies.
soon. And, so we can keep in communication,
Info: Teny Kurzinski 815-332-SS99 • ~l@aol.CQD
February 2003 also happens to be the
we'd like to get your name back on our
40th anniversary of the NSPS's first
newsletter mailing list. To do this, all you
have to do is remit your membership renewal
organizational meeting. Happy anniversary,
COM£ ON£ - COM£ .UL
(form enclosed).
NSPS! Leading the group during this
milestone year are: Pres. Linda Brothen, VP
APRIL 26-21 - A,rurOff, WI
"We look forward to your positive response
Rob Henak, Secy. Howard Perlick, and Treas.
N,w Fox V.uur LIITHIUN HIGH ScHoo,
and to seeing you in person once again,
Robert Mather.
5.300 N. M1Ao1 Sr. (coma o, M,u, Sr.
hopefully at our next meeting.
MO JI, IIOUIIUST 01 ffll'Y, 41)
Backtracking to more 2002 activities,
11osrio IY r111 OurAG.u111 P111unuc Soc11rr
"Cordially yours,
in November, members of the
ISi ( club president)
(club name)"
NorthwoodsStamp and Coin Club
(Rhinelander) heard about requirements for
In 1999, the Oshkosh Philatelic Society
earning the Boy Scout Stamp Collecting Meri
833 Clark Street• P.O. Box 845
reported great results to the practice of
Badge.
SCev- Point, WI 54481
sending a dues reminder letter to its
Store: (715) 341-5555
The Kettle Moraine Coin and Stamp
delinquent members. As a convenience, OPS
E-mail: jadeco@C2a.net
Club's
(West
Bend)
November
educational
enclosed a SASE to the club treasurer.
5
program featured a study of cinderellas.
J.D. ManJlilh - Owner
(Milwaukee). Attendees learned about
Christmas donkeys dominated the
Home: (715) 341-1111 • Cell: (715) 498-1111
the donkey's role in the Christmas story as
December meeting of the thematic-conscious
depicted on stamps.
American Topical Association Chapter V
APS,BNAPS,RPSC,SCC,ASPP,PHSC
What others are doing
(Milwaukee).
Attendees
learned
about
the
Charles D. Shoemaker
Speaking of dues, the Wauwatosa Philatelic
donkey's role in the Christmas story as
Greenland and Japan Sptcialist
Society offered free dues for the calendar year
Postal History
depicted on stamps.
2003 to 32 prospective members residing in
Appraisals, Buying & Stiling Slamps
Stamp
bingo
was
a
popular
accompathe Milwaukee area. The names of the 32
Consignmem/Auction Agtnl
niment to the many club holiday parties held
individuals were culled from registrations
kcoiim@cllorus nc1
(608) 827-6048
as part of the usual December meeting or as a
Madison WI
Fax (608) 827-8306
collected in 2001 at TOSAPEX, the WPS's

0

WISCOP£X 'OJ

JADECO Stamp & Hobby

annual show held in late October. The idea of

special event at a local restaurant.
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By WFSC VP Youth Division MaryAnn Bowman
P.O. Box 1451. Waukesha. WI 53187

Joining with Juniors
Using a Microsocope for Large Group
Instruction
Welcome to the microscopic world ! Now
there are ways to enlarge stamp designs so
that entire classes or large groups can be
viewing stamp designs on a computer screen.
Many school s even have adaptations so that
what appears on a computer screen can also
be displayed on the classroom television.
Perhaps you have seen advertisements in the
philatelic press touting the virtues of the QX3
Microscope from Digital Blue--a microscope
for $100. School budgets do not usually
allow for such expensive tool s, but a much
cheaper version may be more suitable for
school budgets.
One such microscope is the Intel Play QX3.
In addition to the microscope, you will also
need a computer that is USB enabled,
Mi crosoft Windows 98 or newer, and a few
other features that are standard by today 's
technologies. Step by step directions make
the software setup easy.
The QX3 Computer Microscope has a base
stand and a detachable microscope. There are
two light sources--one on the platform and
one in the microscope. The base has focus
knobs. A magnification ring and capture

button are on the microscope. Magnification
levels correspond to !Ox, 60x, and 200x.
There are some things that you can do with
thi s microscope that you cannot do with an
ordinary microscope. You can view tiny
things, such as a stamp design, on your
computer. You can take the microscope off its
base and use it as a hand-held device for
magnified viewing. You can even view the
images to create your own slide shows. An
activity book contains suggestions for other

Bv Robert J. Mather. Waukesha
County Philattelic Society

contributing force to the success of that club.
Rob is a member of the Milwaukee Phil atelic
Society (MPS) and is Exhibits Chairman for
MILCOPEX, the annual exhibition of that
club. He is a charter member of the American
Topical Association Chapter V of Milwaukee
(ATA-V) and a member of the Wisconsin
Postal History Society (WPHS). He also
belongs to the American Philatelic Society
(APS ), the Iowa Postal Hi story Society (IPHS),
the American Revenue Association (A RA ), and
the State Revenue Society (S RS). Rob is a
Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs (WFSC)
certified judge and serves on the WFSC
Judgin g Committee. He has established and
keeps current a web site
(milwaukeephilatelic.org) which provides
information to collectors to co ll ectors about
events, clubs, etc. , in the Milwaukee area.
Rob has been ma1Tied to Ellen for 18 years,
and they have two daughters, Sara 15, and
Danielle 13. Though you ng in age, these two
girl s are already well known in the hobby
because of their multiple award winning
exhibits at stamp shows around the cou ntry. It
appears th at Rob wants to ensure that the

Who's Who in the WFSC
Rob Henak, at 45 years of age is a ray of
hope for the future of
the stamp collecting
hobby. He is extremely
active in the philatelic
community in the
Milwaukee area and
was recently nominated
for the Distinguished
Philatelist of the
Greater Milwaukee Area by the North Shore
Philatelic Society (NS PS) of Milwaukee. He
has been a member of that club for about I 0
years and currently serves as Vice President of
the club. He acts as auctioneer for the club for
the numerou s auctions that it cond ucts. He is
the Bourse Chairman for TRI-PEX , an an nu al
Milwaukee stamp show hosted by three
Milwaukee area clubs, including the NSPS.
He allows the club to share hi s post office box
and in numerous other ways is a major

4

ideas.
As of this writing, it is a new tool at my
school --o ne that I have not had an opportunity
to use. However, I can see many uses for it in
making philately come alive for our youth.
When you have only one stamp and many kids
interested in seeing the hidden images, small
details, or other "fly specks," you can
eliminate many problems by showing the
stamp to the whole gro up and use the image to
supplement or reinforce the lesson.
Prices vary greatly, so keep your eyes open
for sales or order on-line. It is half the price of
its adult counterpart, and from what I can tell,
there is little difference. Let me know if you
have had any experiences with using an type of
computer microscope with stamps.

WISCONSIN
POSTAL HISTORY
TOPICAL COVERS
FIRST DAY COVERS
U.S. POSTAL HISTORY

ROCK AIRES
P.O. Box 2301, Rockford, IL 61131
rockaires@xta.com

hobby is well represented long into the future,
and he has encouraged these girls at every step
of the way. Rob and his family live in the
village of Fox Point. Rob is an attorney in
Milwaukee and his office is Henak Law Office
S.C. He is a defense attorney and limits his
practice to post conviction and criminal
appeals. Rob is on the Board of Directors of
the Wisconsin Association of Criminal Defense
Lawyers. He is also an ad hoc member of the
Appellate Practice Committee of the Wisconsin
Judicial Council.
While going to school in Madison in 1982,
Rob started collecting stamps. He dabbled a
little in both coins and stamps, but since the
stamp club meetings were closer than the coin
club meetings, he gradually became more
serious about stamps than coins. He collects
State Marijuana Tax Stamps, Iowa Postal
History, Anti-drug Abuse First Day Covers,
and Non-equine horses (a topical interest). He
is working on, or has exhibited every one of
these subjects with very good results. He has
won every level of award from bronze to gold
on a national level. He has won numerous
special awards as well. He has obtained some
of the Marijuana Tax stamps by registering
with the state as a drug dealer (Rest assured
that he has not dealt any drugs however). It is
a whole lot cheaper getting these stamps this
way than getting them from a stamp dealer.
For example, a $3.50 stamp from the state
would cost $45.00 on E-bay.
Rob's words of wisdom are that you should
share what you have learned while in the
hobby. This can be done by exhibiting, writing
artic les for publications, or even just by talking
with others. You sho uld not take what you
have learned to the grave, however, without
sharing it as doing so does no one any good.
Rob has our best wishes for a long and happy

life of stamp collecting.
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Bv Hank Schmidt, P. 0. Box 3153,
Oshkosh, WI 54903-3153 (e-mail
artcov@vbe.com). Mbr.. Oshkosh
Philatelic Societv
Through the years , I have explored with you,
many aspects of first day cover collection,
which I hope some of you have found to be
rather helpful. Now let us explore some more
extensive sources of help for our hobby. Let
me introduce you to an organization that is
devoted to first day cover collecting. This is
the American First Day Cover Society, i.e.
AFDCS. This organization was founded in
1955 and currently has about 3,000 members.
It is national as well as international in scope.
I have been a life member of this organi zation for slightly over twenty-five years ,
because among its many membership services,
it publishes an excellent journal entitled First
Days. This magazi ne appears eight times per
year or about every six weeks. Compared to
publications of some philatelic organizations,
First Days is very easy to read. Its writing
style is conventional , and it doesn ' t require any
back tracking to understand its substance.
This journal contains a great deal of helpful

information and philatelic news. Some of the
features are: The Beginner's Comer, The
Question Box, Cachetmakers' Spotlight
(reports on new cachetmakers), Cover
Exchange (a free service to let members know
what you want to acquire, and what you will
trade), as well as chapter and society news, to
list only a few items found in an issue. Of
course, a subscription to First Days is well
worth the membership fee, because it is the
very best publication in philately.
The Society offers an insurance program that
will let you insure your philatelic collections at
nominal rates. You can insure your holdings
against such hazards as fire, water damage,
theft, storm damage, etc. The agent for this
insurance has many years of experience with
this type of coverage and has been able to
anticipate the collector's needs quite well.
The AFDCS maintains a sales department
that offers a commendable stock of covers,
custom labels, cachets, jewelry, handbooks ,
and an inventory of back issues of it journal,
First Days. Having been a customer of this
department, I can attest to the excellent service,
accuracy in filling orders, and quick response.
Their prices are usually lower than that of
commercial suppliers of like merchandise.
This organization offers an assortment of
handbooks of just about every aspect of first
day covers, ranging from basics for beginners,

through cachet making. Along with its
manuals, the society also maintains a slide
program library of about thrity-two popular
FDC subjects.
Perhaps you may have heard of someone who
had a deceased family member who was a
collector, but who left the survivors with
extensive philatelic holdings and no dispersal
instructions. AFDCS can offer valuable
advice, if the deceased had been an AFDCS
member. Also, this organization offers help to
its members with estate planning for the proper
disposal of collections, as well as other advice
as needed.
In short, AFDCS offers such additional
assistance with an expertising service, a
translation service for thirty languages, an
archive for research, and two annual cover
auctions that are listed in First Days . A third
auction is held at the organi zation 's annual
convention, AMERICOVER. This is a listing
of only part of the membership services that
AFDCS offers. If you have Internet access, the
Society has an excell ent web site at http://
www.afdcs.org. However, you may also refer
your questions to me at my e-mail address, or
my snai l mail address. Both of them are listed
in the " By Line" of thi s col umn. Now don ' t
hold back. Contact me at your convenience.
Please understand that the only stupid question
is the question that is not asked.

Lodging Options-- WISCOPEX '03, April 26-27, Applet~n, WI
Make reservations directly with your hotel of choice. NOTE: All favorable l~ging as listed below is located in
Appleton's hotel district near Hwy. 41 and College Ave. Unfortunately, this js not especially close to the show.
Show Hotel and Banquet Location:
Best Western Midway, 3003 W. College Ave. , 920-731-4141
Call hotel directly and ask for WISCOPEX Stamp Show rates at
$74 si ngle/dbl. , guaranteed until March 25 .

~

~ WISCOPEX ;;:i

_✓___jiirf--__

) ....."~wy.___
JJ .....
, ......

Show Hotel Alternative:
Budgetel Inn, 3920 W. College Ave ., 920-734-6070
Ask for Block No. 0426SCHA rates at $54 dbl. ,
guaranteed until March 25 .

Other Lodging:
Super 8, 3624 W. Co llege Ave ., 800-800-8000,
$53 si ngle/queen
Roadstar Inn, 3623 W. College Ave., 800-445-INNS,
$46.95 dbl.

ii a/

BUDGElEL
_ _ _Ave.
_ _,.___ _ _ _ _
~ 1-,,::=-_ _...,._ College

~

&.,_ HIDWAY HOTEL AND BANQUET

Ex tend ed Stay America, 4141 Boardwalk Ct.,
920-839-9596
Holiday Inn-Select, 150 Nico let Rd ., 920-735 -9955 ,
$79 .95 +.
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The 16th Annual
WFSC Club Trivia
Contest
Directions:
I. Club members are to combine their
knowledge, resources, and reference materials
at a February or March· 2003 meeting to
answer the questions. Research and work on
the trivia contest may be conducted both at the
club meeting and on individual's time and then
brought together for group discussion before
submitting final answers.
2. The questions should be read aloud by a
group leader. After discussion from members,
one answer should be recorded on an "official"
answer sheet. Answer as many questions as
you can.
3. Only one answer sheet per WFSC member
club (not individual) may be submitted.
4. Entries must be postmarked by March 31,
2003, and mailed to Mary Ann Bowman, P. 0.
Box 1451 , Waukesha, WI 53187.
5. The decision of the judges is final.
6. The prize for the winning club will be a
selection of unusual and esoteric philatelic
items that can be used as door prizes, auction
items, or other incentives. The items include: a
block of four reptile stamps in a turtle-shaped
souvenir sheet, Peter Pan stamps from Great
Britain, the glow-in-the-dark bat stamps from
South Africa, Liberian Teddy Bear stamps in a
bear-shaped souvenir sheet, sheetlet of wild
animals from Slovakia, a Swiss hologram
stamp, and a sheetlet of hexagonal-shaped
stamps from China.
7. In case of a tie, the earliest postmark will be
used to determine the winner.
Here are the question s. Good luck!
I. What spelling mistake occurs on the
backside text of the Comic Strip Classics
stamps?
2. What does the word "Segnatasse" mean on
Vatican stamps?
3. Explain what rate each stamp denomination
of the Famous Americans issue paid?

5. What is foxing ?
I 5. What is false franking?
6. There are not very many father-son stamp
design teams. Robert Giusti designed the
Wood Duck Booklet stamp. What two US
issues did his father design?
7. How many postage due stamps were issued
in the Canal Zone?

16. What was the only non-sheet format Great
American definitive to be issued?
17. What country issued a three stamp
miniature sheet whose pieces formed an
ancient Chinese taoagram puzzle?

8. In what year did the US discontinue the use
of watermarked paper on their envelopes, and
why?

18. The only father and son recipients of the
Medal of Honor (US) and one of them is on a
US stamp. Who is it and what is the catalog
number of the stamp his is honored on?

9. What queen was shown on the first stamp of
India?

19. What does the "V" in V-mail stand for?

10. What is a mute cancel?

20. What are plebiscite stamps?

11. What was America's first square stamp?
12. What was the fir st Canadian stamp ever
issued outside Canada?
13. The 1860 90-cent Washington (Scott #39)
is an expensive stamp for those on a collecting
budget, but the same portrait of Washington
can be found on a much cheaper US issue.
What is the Scott catalog number of this
cheaper issue?
14. What country issued the world's first
sport 's stamps?

ATFPPage
Sponsorships
To become an ATFP
page sponsor (see
bottom of p. 1 this
issue), send $25 per
issue to: Ken Grant,
Editor, A TFP, E 11960
Kessler Rd., Baraboo,
WI 53913.

COM£ JOIN US AT

BAYP£X'03
SATURDAY. MARCH ll
9:30 A.M. - 5:30 P.M.
RAMADA INN
1750 RAMADA WAY, GR££N BAY, WI

ONE DAY ONJ,Y/
sponsored by
Green Bay Philatelic Society

4. What were the first perforated triangular
stamps?
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Back Roads of Philately
Bv Russell White. Wisconsin Postal
History Society
Quickly Changing Postal Rates Make for
Overnight Obsolescence
No, this article is not about any change to
this year's postal rates. Nor is it a treatise on
German or Hungarian hyper-inflation rates.
This is about some rather ordinary U.S. postal
cards from the 1970s.
Despite criticism to the contrary, the U.S.
Postal Service changes its single piece postage
rates comparatively infrequently. Scanning U.
S Domestic Postal Rates, /872-/993 by Henry
W. Beecher and Anthony S. Wawruki ewicz, an
attentive reader finds a total of twenty changes
in one hundred twenty years. This averages to
about one change every six years. In the
subsequent nine years, we've had two more
postal card rate changes. Checking the dates
that the rates were used, however, shows two
periods were a rate was used for a very short
time. In I 98 I, the postal card rate changes

that the newly private (less than three years)
Postal Service was violating the government
inflation rules. On September 4, 1975, the
USPS announced that effective ten days later,
they would bring their rates into compliance,
and the postal card rate dropped from eight
cents to seven cents. The controls expired on
October I, 1975, and on October 9th, the
USPS announced that the postal card rate
would be nine cents, effective on December
31 , 1975. Thus, Scott number UX 68, the
seven cent emerald post card saw legitimate
use for a scant four months. The reply card,
Scott UY 25, saw very little use, and was not
even available from most post offices. A
number of "first day covers" exist. Try
finding either card used on any other day in
this timeframe! Most postal cards were not
cancelled as they were nominally already
"pre-cancelled," so dated items are hard to
find. International postal cards are catalogued
at a much higher rate,

I

but these had to be cancelled, and so used
copies usually bear a datestamp. The average
domestic post card used in this time frame was
rarely cancelled.
It won't break the bank to buy one of these
cards, but the problem is finding one from this
time frame with a date. Even harder to find is
the eight cent card (Scott UX66) used by a
large commercial permit holder in the seven
cent rate period. Commercial mailers who had
stocks of the eight cent card were allowed to
use them (a false franking), and to get a credit
memo (good for cash or postage) for the
overpayment. Cards were supposed to have a
tracking number, but virtually none did.
Personal cards are not a false franking so much
as simply an overpayment. The cover here was
mailed October 24th from Parishville, NY to
adjacent Potsdam, and postmarked to catch the
last mail (star route) carrier rather than sent via
the regional sorting center. Timing is
everything. The address is very faint as a #3H
pencil was used. Happy hunting.

'.

/ ~.-

from twelve cents to thirteen cents. The twelve
cent rate began on March 22nd and was
changed to th irteen cents effective November
I st of the same year. Surprisingly, a few years
earlier, a rate lasted less than four months!
In the mid-1970s, we saw high inflation (1418%) and gas lines. Infl ation controls were
mandated for a short time. On March 2, 1974,
seeking to cover inflation costs, the U. S.
Postal Service raised the postal card rate from
six ce nts to eight cents. Mailers complained
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STAMPFEST 2003
at

St. Aloysius Gonzaga Hall
1435 S. 92nd Street
West Allis, Wisconsin
Saturday, March 1, 2003 10 AM - 5 PM
Sunday, March 2, 2003 10 AM - 4 PM

Free Admission and Parking
Green Boy
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