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room desk drawer serving no purpose, until 
now.  
 
 
 
 

In case you haven’t yet heard, 2018 is the 100th 
anniversary of U.S. airmail and our ATFP  
editor is devoting several issues to the topic. 
What better time to dig out that old box of  
airmail etiquette (as they are called) labels and 
add to the discussion. (My hoarding paid off!) 
  
I recall using those labels when I worked in an 
office during the 1960s. If a letter was to go by 
air, we were required to either affix a label or 
write “AIR MAIL” in prominent lettering on 
the envelope. This alerted postal clerks that  
the letter required airmail service. Letters   
going to foreign countries were typed on U.S. 
Post Office Department air letter sheets. 
 
Greg Schmidt’s article in last month’s ATFP 
explained the disappearance of the labels. It 
states: “May 1, 1977, saw the end to domestic 
U.S. airmail as a separate service. Today    
airmail is lumped together with land and sea 
and is sold based on transit time required.” 

M 
y 98-year-old mother 
passed away in 2015, 
and while cleaning 

out her desk, I discovered a box 
of Dennison airmail labels. For 
whatever reason at the time, I 
kept them and they’ve been 
hanging out in my stamp room 

My “This is Philately” reference book explains 
that the term “air mail etiquette” is French and 
refers to the label applied to mail to designate 
that it is airmail. It goes on to describe the   
labels as usually blue with the French “par 
avion” (by air) plus the equivalent in the     
language of the originating country. The labels 
were distributed by post offices in most     
countries and also by airlines. The Universal 
Postal Union suggested the format of the labels 
to its member countries in 1922. Britain and 
France, however, used them at a much earlier 
date.  
 
When I was youth coordinator for the Badger 
Stamp Club (Madison), I’d receive donations of 
all kinds for the kids. I sometimes found airmail 
labels that I’d put in packets. The kids loved   
getting them, even often preferring them to 
stamps. The abundance of varieties in design, 
lettering, language, etc., is fascinating. 
  
I found it interesting that Dennison, the        
company so well known for its hinges, also 
produced airmail labels. After a visit to eBay, 
however, I learned that Dennison made a large 
assortment of labels. My airmail label box   
contains 32 of its original 35 labels that sold  
for 15 cents. Today, on eBay, that box is selling 
for around $15. This Dennison item hasn’t   
escalated quite as much as the hinges, but it’s 
still quite a hike.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
  
  
                
        
        Continued on page 3 

Airmail etiquette label.  

Label box top. 
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     Across the Fence Post is the official publication of the    
Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs, Inc., a 501(c)3           
non-profit organization. WFSC also is a life member of the   
APS (since 1953). For more information about WFSC, please 
visit the website, www.wfscstamps.org.    
 ATFP is published monthly September through April,      
and every other month May through August (10 issues per year). 
News of Wisconsin collectors, club news and other gratis    
original philatelic features are welcomed. The editor accepts 
submissions in any format, but prefers email if possible. The 
editor reserves  the right  to make editorial changes to submitted 
copy. Material appearing in ATFP not carrying an individual 
copyright notice may be reproduced only by not-for-profit  
organizations, provided the author(s) and ATFP receive credit or 
attribution. All materials carrying an individual copyright  notice 
are the sole property of the author(s).                                       
 Unless explicitly stated by an officer in conjunction with 
official WFSC business, opinions expressed by the editor or  
individual authors are not necessarily endorsed by the WFSC.
  Submission deadlines for editorial and advertising materials 
are the 1st of the month preceding month of publication (i.e. -
Jan.1st for Feb. issue). Editorial matter should be sent to:  Ray 
D. Perry, Editor ATFP, 2214 Allouez Ave., Green Bay, WI 
54311. Phone: 920-660-2154 (fiveperrys@athenet.net).  
 Send advertising material to John St. Onge, Advertising 
Manager, ATFP, P.O. Box 123, Wales, WI 53183-0123. Phone 
262-893-5210 (jcstonge@gmail.com). For a complete list of 
advertising rates and policies (display, classified, and listings), 
request a copy from the advertising manager.  

 

Connecting with Clubs  

 Club mailings of newsletters, program reminders,       
acknowledgements of donations, etc., deserve just as much     
attention to detail as the time and effort editors put into their 
journals and presenters put into their programs. These mailings 
are the first thing that members and collectors see. What is your 
club doing to make your envelope stand out? What says “Open 
me first?”  
 I know and understand the economics behind using discount 
and older postage. I have heard the arguments about cutting costs 
and using email to send out mailings. However, we are stamp 
collectors and we should be embracing the use of the postal   
service to carry our messages. I think this is particularly true for 
club mailings. 
 It is increasingly difficult to find nice used copies of modern 
commemoratives on daily mail. As such, it is in the best interests 
of clubs to seek out the latest new issues and use them on their 
mailings. 
 Placement of the stamps on envelopes is another concern.  
Where is it written that the stamps must be placed so tightly into 
the upper right hand corner that the stamp gets damaged with 
bent corners. A minimum of a quarter inch from the top and right 
sides of the envelope will help prevent those damaged stamps. 
 Be aware of the current cancellation devices being used by 
your regional centers. The 2017 Christmas spray-on cancels 
obliterated many collectible stamps unless the sender was      
conscious of the design and adhered the postage low enough on 
the envelope to avoid getting the brunt of the black cancels. 
 If you are using older self-adhesive stamps for postage on 
your mailings, recognize collectors may want to have enough of 
a border between the stamps so that they can trim the stamp from 
the envelope and still have a small paper border. 
 The bottom line: be considerate of other collectors and create 
your mailings to maximize opportunities that will result in a  
collectible stamp. 

 I would like to give a “shout out” to Bob Mather for the  
colorful and creative club mailings he produces monthly for 
American Topical Association Chapter 5. Current                
commemoratives are used and each number 10 envelope also 
has a colored cachet that relates in some way to the issue being 
used. With a membership of 90+, producing these mailings is no 
small effort.   

2018 Club Programs 
 

 As this is being written, clubs are just starting to get their 
January newsletters to me. There are some interesting programs 
lined up and I look forward to sharing these in some detail in the 
March issue.   
 If your club is one that plans their programs for the year, 
consider creating a small flier or even a pocket-size calendar    
or business card with information about your meeting dates, 
location, and planned programs. I recently received one such 
example from the Oshkosh Philatelic Society. 
 In looking ahead to the annual WFSC convention and     
exhibition, plan now to send a delegate as each will receive a 
packet of material to use with their clubs. Also, members should 
consider putting together a four- or eight-page mini-exhibit. 
This year’s chosen alphabet letter is “P.” What can you and 
your club members do to enhance the exhibit offerings at WI-
SCOPEX ‘18? Have fun creating an exhibit and share your col-
lecting  interests! 

By MaryAnn Bowman, Waukesha County Philatelic Society 

ATA No. 5 club newsletter cover for its January 2018 issue. 

http://www.wfscstamps.org
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The Editor’s Turn  

Now for a review of what is in this month’s issue. Sticking with 
our airmail theme, our president leads off on page 1 with her 
article on airmail etiquette labels. MaryAnn Bowman follows 
on page 2 with her “Connecting with Clubs” column. MaryAnn 
has some interesting thoughts on club mailings. See if there is 
some application for your club. 
 
Page 4 contains this month’s Federation Focus (note the request 
for a new volunteer webmaster) and calls for exhibits for both 
DANEPEX ‘18 and WISCOPEX ‘18. Pages 5 and 6 contain an 
interesting article on the U.S. Zeppelin stamps by Dave Devroy. 
This is Dave’s first article for Across the Fence Post. I think 
you will find the article both interesting and informative. 
 
Page 7 contains an article on protecting your stamps from    
humidity. This article was written by Jay Smith for his email 
newsletter and reprinted here with Jay’s permission. We don’t 
face too many humidity problems this time of year in WI, but 
come summer it is a different story. 
 
Page 8 is our show schedule and classified ads page. Please 
look over the ads not only on this page, but throughout the issue 
and support our advertisers. 
 
I hope you enjoy this issue and please feel free to let me know 
if you have any comments or suggestions. You can email me 
with your comments at: fiveperrys@athenet.net. 
 
 
Now for the fun part of the column. This month in keeping with 
the theme for the first half of this year, I want to talk a bit about 
airmail stamps. In last month’s issue, Mark Pleyte wrote an 
article on airmail allegories. One of these is shown below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Don’t you agree with Mark that these airmail allegories are 
beautiful stamps? 
 
There are many beautiful sets of airmail stamps. One of my 

Take Flight for Philately! 
By Ray Perry 

Tough year; it is January and the Packers 
are already done playing. While that is a  
bit of a downer, there is still plenty to keep 
us active through the season. It is a great 
time of year to start putting those four-   
and eight-page exhibits together for       
WISCOPEX and MILCOPEX. Remember, 
this year the featured letter is “P.” Give it a 
try. There must be something you can pull 
together on the letter “P.” 

favorites is Greece Scott C1-4. This set is shown below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Note the simplicity of the design and if you have a chance to go 
online, check out the beautiful colors. I may have mentioned this 

Airmail Etiquette Labels  

Continued from page 1 

The back of the box advertises 
Dennison addressing labels. It 
pictures “Ada,” who reminds 
me of Carol Burnett’s “Mrs. 
Wiggins” character. She is 
operating a manual typewriter 
and there’s reference to      
carbons and a duplicator    
machine. This dates my box  
of labels to before the 1970s. 
By that time, we were using 
electric typewriters and      
reproducing all paperwork on 
a “Xerox” machine.   
 
This is going to be a big year 
for reminiscing airmail, and 
many philatelic organizations 
have chosen airmail for their show theme. The Badger Stamp 
Club’s DANEPEX will feature the centennial on its show cover. 
Look at the DANEPEX logo adapted from the proposed cover 
postmark. It’s on p. 4 with a call for exhibits. Does the arrow 
image look familiar?  

Label box bottom.  

Uruguay Scott C27-60 showing Pegasus 

Greece Scott C1-4 

set before. If I have, I apologize—it 
truly is one of my all time favorite 
sets of stamps. 
 
So far we have looked at some           
     
    Continued on page 4  
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Federation Focus 

WFSC Webmaster Wanted 
  The WFSC is looking for a volunteer to take over the      
website at www.wfscstamps.org. Steve Kluskens, our current 
webmaster, has held the position for twelve years and now 
needs to devote more time to his paid career. Handling the 
site requires only about an hour a week and Steve has kept 
the code very simple. Steve is willing to tutor as long as  
necessary. Consequently, if you are interested in learning 
how to manage a website, our WFSC webmaster position 
offers the perfect opportunity. 
  Please respond to WFSC President Karen Weigt 
at klweigt@gmail.com. She will put you in touch with Steve 
for more information and a possible appointment. 
 
WFSC Winter Executive Board Meeting 
 The winter Executive Board meeting will be held 
on Saturday, February 10, 2018, at the Quaker Steak and 
Lube Restaurant, 3111 Wellington Ct., Janesville, Wis. The 
restaurant is next door to the Holiday Inn Express where the 
Janesville Stamp Club show will be held on the same date. 
Meeting attendees plan to visit the show when the meeting 
adjourns. Interested WFSC members are always welcome   
to attend the meeting and participate in discussions. For   
further information, contact WFSC Secretary Ken Grant at 
608-356-7593 or kenneth.grant@uwc.edu. 

WFSC Eblast List 
 Please send your email address to our WFSC Secretary 
Ken Grant: kenneth.grant@uwc.edu. Our WFSC eblasts will 
keep you up to date on a variety of important and interesting 
philatelic matters. 

WISCOPEX ‘18 Call for Exhibits – Entries          
Due March 31 

 Both experienced and novice exhibitors are invited to enter 
their exhibits at WISCOPEX 2018. The show is scheduled          
for May 5 and 6 at the Voyageur Inn & Convention Center,       
200 Viking Drive, Reedsburg, Wisconsin. 
 Consider participating in our new non-competitive four- and 
eight-page exhibit division. Its purpose is to promote philately to 
the public by making them aware of the wide range of collecting 
interests that can be used to tell a philatelic story. It is aimed at 
encouraging beginning exhibitors to share their philatelic material 
and get a taste of this aspect of philately. This year’s prompt for 
exhibiting is the letter “P.” All frame fees for the four- and eight-
page exhibit division will be covered by an anonymous donor. 
 Other exhibit divisions offered include Champion of        
Champions, Open (includes display), Single-frame, Youth,        
and Non-competitive. Frames are limited and on a first-come    
first-served basis. 
 Request a prospectus and exhibit entry form from Exhibits    
Co-Chair John Paré, 608-852-7358, pare16@mhtc.net. 
These documents are also available at the WFSC website, 
www.wfscstamps.org. Just click on “WISCOPEX.” 
Many other activities are planned for WISCOPEX ’18.  See the 

publicity flier also at the WFSC website for details. 

By Karen Weigt  

The Editor’s Turn 
Continued from page 3 
 
foreign airmail stamps, but there are some beautiful U.S. airmail 
stamps as well. A couple that I am particularly fond of are Scott 
C11 and Scott C23. I think that the engraving is very attractive and 
once again, if you have access to a computer, look at the vibrant   
color on these stamps online at the WFSC website: wfscstamps.org. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I 

have shared some of my favorite airmail stamps. What are some of 
your favorites? If you send me the Scott number, a computer image 
and a brief description of why it is your favorite I will put it in a 
future issue of ATFP. Email the info to me at: 
fiveperrys@athenet.net 

DANEPEX ’18 Call for Exhibits - Entries     
Due March 31 

  

 DANEPEX ’18 will be held Sunday, April 8, at the 
Crowne Plaza Hotel in Madison, WI. The annual exhibiting 
competition is open to all Wisconsin Federation of Stamp 
Clubs members. Exhibit classes offered are: 

• Single-frame statewide championship 

• Open multiframe 

• Youth 

• Non-competitive exhibits will be accepted pending 
space available 

  
 Two certified judges will determine the exhibit awards.  
 Enter DANEPEX and apply judging comments to      
upgrade your exhibit for WISCOPEX 2018 scheduled four 
weeks later on May 5-6.  
 To request a DANEPEX exhibit entry form and for more 
details of the competition, contact Exhibits co-chair John 
Paré at 608-852-7358, pare16@mhtc.net. 

U.S. Scott C11 U.S. Scott C23 

http://www.wfscstamps.org/
mailto:klweigt@gmail.com
http://webmail.athenet.net/#
mailto:kenneth.grant@uwc.edu
mailto:kenneth.grant@uwc.edu
mailto:pare16@mhtc.net
http://www.wfscstamps.org
mailto:pare16@mhtc.net
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www.foxriverstamps.com  

Feature Article: Up, Up and Away—U.S. Zeppelin Stamps    

By Dave Devroy, Green Bay Philatelic Society 

   A zeppelin is a rigid airship consisting of a metal frame covered with a cloth     
exterior. The interior cells are filled with a buoyant gas. The name is derived from a      
German airship pioneer and manufacturer, Count Ferdinand von Zeppelin. While the 
Count was not the first to experiment with rigid airships, he is the one primarily        
responsible for perfecting the concept. Today, the term “zeppelin” is synonymous with 
the term “rigid airship”.   

 With the death of Count Zeppelin in 1917, the leadership of the Zeppelin Airship 
Construction Co. was assumed by Dr. Hugo Eckener. Eckener viewed the airship as a 
means to economically transport passengers, mail, and freight over the oceans. In 1925, 
the ban imposed after World War I preventing Germany from building large airships 
was lifted. This allowed Eckener to fulfill his ambition of establishing a trans-Atlantic 
airship service. Revenue from the successful public appeal, sale of labels and postcards, 
and government support funded the construction of the long-range aircraft, the Graf 
Zeppelin (christened July 8, 1928, by the count’s daughter). In the nine years of her 
existence, the Graf Zeppelin crossed the Atlantic 140 times, made a total of 590 flights, 
carried 13,100 passengers, carried approximately 58 tons of mail and flew over 
1,050,000 miles. 

 One of the many interesting flights of the Graf Zeppelin was the 1929 Around-the-
World flight. Funded by William Randolph Hearst, the flight started and terminated at 
Lakehurst, NJ. A ticker-tape parade and a gold medal from the National Geographic 
Society awaited the crew and Dr. Eckener. While in the United States to accept the  
medal, Dr. Eckener petitioned the U.S. Post Office and President Herbert Hoover to  
issue a special set of U.S. Zeppelin stamps to assist in the financing of the forthcoming 
Pan America flight: Germany - S. America - U.S. - Germany. Shortly thereafter on 
April 19, 1930, the United States issued three stamps good for franking mail carried on 
one or more legs of the trip. The Zeppelin Airship Works in Germany received 93.5 
percent of the revenue generated by the sale of these stamps.  

 The U.S. issued stamps in three denominations: $0.65, $1.30, and $2.60. Due to the 
economic depression only about 7 percent of the stamps had been distributed before 
they were withdrawn from sale. More than 3,000,000 unsold stamps were promptly  
destroyed. Nevertheless, the U.S. Post Office Department paid the Zeppelin Company 
$100,000 for the carriage of U.S franked mail on the Pan America flight. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

The three stamps all featured the Graf Zeppelin in various configurations. The 65-cent 
stamp (Scott C13), printed in green, depicts the Graf Zeppelin flying eastward over the 
Atlantic Ocean. The lowest of the denominations, this issue paid the postcard rate from 
Germany to Lakehurst. There were 93,336 stamps of this denomination sold. The $1.30 
stamp, printed in brown (Scott C14) depicts the Graf Zeppelin flying west. The airship 
is superimposed over a map of the continents of Europe, South America and North 
America. 
                 Continued on page 6  

Scott U.S. C13 Scott U.S. C14 

Scott U.S. C15 

#909-921 Overrun Nations 

Order your complete SET of 13,  

Single stamps, F/VF Mint NH  $2.50 

Name Blocks of 4 Mint NH    $20/set 

Full Sheets of 50 Mint NH   $125/set 

The ORIGINAL Press Sheets 

1934 Farley IMPERF Sheets of 200  

Mint, No Gum as Issued, Choice 

#754 3c Mother’s Day   $135 

#757 2c Grand Canyon   $100 

#758 3c Mount Rainier   $160 

#763  8c Zion Nat’l Park   $395 

NEW FIND—NO DIE CUT ERROR 

Scott #5158 Forever Flag  

NO DIE CUT Error           $75/pair 

Error Plate # Strip of 7       $1250 

Terms: Payment with order. Check, Money 
Order or PayPal.  POSTPAID. 

www.foxriverstamps.com  

P.O. Box 6, Salem WI 53168 

(414) 234-9867 
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Various cities are also identified. This issue paid the postcard rate of 
the complete trip from the United States to the United States. There 
were 72,428 stamps of this denomination sold. The $2.60 stamp, 
printed in blue (Scott C15), depicts the Graf Zeppelin among clouds 
and superimposed over a globe and traveling in a westerly direction. 
This rate covered a letter for the complete United States to United 
States trip. There were 61,296 stamps of this denomination sold.  
Various combinations of letters and cards sent on various legs of the 
Pan America journey would have adjusted rates. 

 Though unique in many respects, the individual stamps have 
many similarities. They share a common border design with the 
words “GRAF ZEPPELIN” and “EUROPE—PAN AMERICA 
FLIGHT” near the top. The words “UNITED STATES POSTAGE” 
appear along the bottom border. They are all perf 11, with no imperfs 
or partial imperfs issued.  

 The 1933 Chicago World’s Fair, officially dubbed the “Century  
of Progress International Exposition,” issued an invitation for the  
Graf Zeppelin to attend. Eckener agreed on the condition that the  
Unite States issue a special commemorative stamp with shared     
revenue, the Zeppelin owners receiving 85 percent of the proceeds. 
The airship, which had not been in the United States since its Around
-the-World flight in 1929, left Rio de Janeiro and headed for Akron, 
OH, with an intermediate stop at Miami, FL. On October 26, the Graf 
Zeppelin left Akron and headed to Chicago, spending 25 minutes at 
Chicago’s Curtiss-Reynolds Airport, under tight security, before  
circling Chicago and the exposition grounds. It returned to Akron 
before the flight to Germany, stopping at Seville, Spain, for fuel. This 
was the fifth and final flight of the Graf Zeppelin to the United States. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 The 50 cent airmail stamp (Scott C18) was placed on sale   on  
October 2, 1933, by the U.S. Postal authorities. Approximately 
four million were sold. The stamp, printed in green, depicts      
the Graf Zeppelin over the Atlantic Ocean. The hanger at       
Friedrichshafen, Germany is shown on the right side of the     
design. On the left side of the design, is the Federal Building at 
the Century of Progress Exposition. The use of this stamp was 
restricted solely to mail carried on this flight plan. The stamp was 
used in various ways, with one to four stamps being the rate    
depending on the route and destination of the mail. Today, the 
stamp is affectionately known as the “Baby Zepp.” Germany also 
issued a special set of three stamps to mark this flight (Germany 
Scott C43, C44 and C45). These are shown at the top of the next     
column. 

Feature Article: Up, Up and Away—            
U.S. Zeppelin Stamps    

Continued from page 5 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 While this article selectively represents a brief look at 
the U.S. issues of Zeppelin stamps, many other countries 
also issued stamps commemorating airships (Zeppelin and 
others) flights. In the early 1900s, the Zeppelin airships 
captured the imagination of the world. In a world engaged 
in an economic depression, the sale of stamps became a 
revenue source for governments and entrepreneurs. The 
philatelic world is rich in Zeppelin stamps and              
memorabilia.  

 The path to our current means of air transportation is 
flavored with the evolution of the hydrogen-filled airships 
of the era. Once again history is captured and recorded in 
our postal issues. On a cloudless day, glance upward; you 
may witness the latest advancements in Zeppelin airship 
flight. 

U.S. Scott C18 

Germany Scott C43 Germany Scott C44 

Germany Scott C45 

A Couple of Attractive Foreign Airmail Stamps 

   Haiti Scott C4                                           
plane over Port-au-Prince 

Newfoundland Scott C10                      
plane and packet ship    
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 In much of the temperate climate areas, there are times during 
the spring and fall that neither the air conditioning system or   
heating system are running. The temperature outside is often 
pleasant and fortunately your energy bill goes down for a couple 
months.  However, that can be a dangerous time for stamp       
collections. 
 
 During these temperate interludes, the air conditioning is not 
providing dehumidification and heating is not drying out the    
indoor air. However, our activities in the house (showering,    
laundry, cooking, and even breathing) are pumping moisture into 
the air of our homes. 
 
 In these in-between seasons, I typically see the humidity in our 
house go up to 65-70%. The preferred humidity range for a stamp 
collection is around 40-50%. 
 
 Extended time at 65% or higher humidity can result in stamps 
sticking in albums (even if they are in stamp mounts; the gum can 
glaze) and favorable conditions for growth of the fungus that   
causes what we philatelists call toning or book collectors call  
foxing—those orangish spots that can ruin stamps. Humid homes 
also can have a higher level of other problems such as mildew, 
slightly funky odors, etc. 
 
 The best way to combat this situation is first to know the      
humidity level in your home, especially the peak levels. For this 
purpose you really should have a humidity gauge, especially one 
that records the peak level (or min and max level). If your stamp 
collection is off in a separate area of the house, then you will want 
a gauge for that room, but I also suggest having a gauge in an area 
where you see it every day, such as at/on the breakfast table. 
 
 It is pointless for me to recommend a particular model of     
humidity gauge because they seem to change so often, but looking 
on Amazon, as an example, I see quite a few in the $10-$20 range 
that are perfectly suitable. Here is a link to the first page of    
Amazon's listing (I do NOT benefit in any way from providing 
this link): 
 
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_ss_c_1_14?url=search-
alias%3Daps&field-keywords=humidity+gauge  
 
 You can also usually find such gauges, but not as large a         
selection, at any good hardware store (support your local        
community!), home improvement stores, large department stores 
such as Target and Walmart, etc. The key is to get one that shows 
you the maximum humidity level in at least the last 24 hours, if 
not longer.  
 
 Then, of course, if your humidity is consistently on the high 
side (55% or higher and especially 65% or higher), you will want 
to use a dehumidifier. As a temporary measure you can run your 
home's central air conditioning but that can be costly and you may 
not want the indoor temperature to be any cooler. Some new home 
systems may allow an in-line dehumidifier to run independent of 
the actual air conditioning system, but I have not seen many of 

those. The only other option is to obtain a portable dehumidifier. 

 In our home, for about six months of the year (three months 
each in the spring and in the fall), we run a portable              
dehumidifier, located in a central area, for about 8-10 hours per 
day. In that time it consistently, daily, fills a 2.5 gallon tank and 
brings the humidity down from around 60-65% to around 50%. 
If you stop and think about it, that is a lot of water! 
 
 Keep in mind that a portable dehumidifier generates a lot of 
heat, so running it may also cause your air conditioning to come 
on, which will also further reduce humidity. 
 
 Also, portable dehumidifiers do draw a fair bit of power, so 
be sure to plug them into a circuit that is robust enough for it; is 
properly grounded (never convert from a 3-prong to 2-prong 
plug); does NOT have a TV or computer also on the circuit; and 
does NOT have a refrigerator or microwave also on the circuit. 
With any such appliance it is a good idea to avoid using       
extension cords and check by touching for more-than-warm 
wires and the outlet where you have it plugged in. The wiring or 
outlet may be slightly warm, but it should never be hot! Lastly, 
if you buy a portable dehumidifier, be absolutely sure to fill out 
and send in the warranty card—so that you will be informed of 
any safety or recall issue. 
 
 If it seems like nothing you do reduces the humidity, it may 
be time to have your duct work inspected by a professional for 
possible cracks and joint leaks that is admitting outside air that 
is more humid. If your home is above a crawl space or        
basement, that too can be a continuous source of humidity;      
be sure that such spaces are well-ventilated according to a    
professional's recommendations. 
 
 If your home has only certain areas that tend to build up 
humidity, you can also try running the home's a/c-heating    
system on "fan only" for a while each day. While this may even 
out the humidity levels, it is unlikely to reduce them overall 
(and if you have duct leaks, it can increase humidity). 
 
 If you do run your system on "fan only", it is especially  
important to maintain and replace your air filters on a regular 
schedule (which you do anyway, right?). One of the major 
sources of damage to stamp collections starts from the          
almost-microscopic particles of dust and pollen that are in all 
homes. These particles carry on them fungus and mildew 
spores. It is important to keep stamps in an area with good air 
circulation, but be sure that air is as clean as it can be.  
 
Notes: 
Reprinted with permission from Jay Smith & Associates      
Philatelic E-News email newsletter, available free from 
js@JaySmith.com (please include at least your name). The 
company’s website is www.JaySmith.com and includes a wide 
range of U.S., worldwide, and Scandinavian philately. Jay grew 
up in the Madison area from age 7. He started selling stamps 
there in 1973, later moving his business to North Carolina.  
 
Editor’s note: I know that it is a lot more humid in North      
Carolina than it is in Wisconsin. Nevertheless we do             
experience periods of high humidity in the Badger state. I can 
speak from sad experience to the detrimental effects of          
humidity on stamps, so I thought someone might find this    
article helpful. Thanks to Jay Smith for allowing us to reprint it. 
 
 

Humidity: It’s that Time of Year, 
Protect Your Stamp Collection 

By Jay Smith, Jay Smith & Associates 

https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_ss_c_1_14?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=humidity+gauge
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_ss_c_1_14?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=humidity+gauge
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WFSC Show Schedule 

WFSC CLUB SHOWS 

(Some dates and details may be subject to change, and there will likely be additional listings.) 

Back issues of 
ATFP can be 

viewed online at 
www.wfscstamps.

org 

 

April 8, 2018 

DANEPEX ‘18 
 Badger Stamp Club 
Crowne Plaza Hotel 

4402 E. Washington Ave. (across 
from East Towne Mall) 

Madison, WI 
Sun. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  

 
Contact: Bob Voss, P.O. Box 35, 

McFarland, WI 53558  
608-838-1033,   

lestamps@charter.net 
  

Judged Exhibits and Bourse 
 

March 24, 2018 

 BAYPEX ‘18 
Green Bay Philatelic Society 
St. Matthew Catholic Church 

Multipurpose Room 
2575 S. Webster Ave. (parking in 

rear), Green Bay, WI 
Sat. 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 
Contact: Mark Schroeder 

920-337-9616 or  
mrkthetuba@gmail.com 

 
Exhibits and Bourse  

OTHER MAJOR SHOWS  
AND BOURSES  

FREE CLASSIFIED 
ADS 

If you are a WFSC                       
member club,                                           

a member-at-large,  or an 
individual belonging to a WFSC 

member club,                                                    
you are entitled to two free ads                                             

of 25 words per year.                                                            

March 10 - 11, 2018 

Rockford/Loves Park, IL 
 

ROCKFORD Stamp Expo, 
Rockford Stamp Club, Forest 

Hills Lodge, 1601 W. Lane Rd. 
(Hwy. 173) 

Sat. 10-5 and Sun. 10-4 
 

Exhibits and Bourse 

May 5-6, 2018 

WISCOPEX 2018 

  
 
 
 
 

WFSC 87th Annual Convention 
Host: Baraboo Area Stamp Club  
Voyageur Inn and Conf. Center 
200 Viking Dr., Reedsburg, WI 

Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-3 
Contact: Bob Jobe (608) 356-2431 

 rjobe@centurytel.net 
  

Judged Exhibits, Seminars, Bourse   

March 3 -4, 2018 

 STAMPFEST ‘18 
 

Milwaukee Philatelic Society, 
 St. Aloysius Gonzaga Hall, 1441 
S. 92nd St., West Allis, WI 53214 

Sat. 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Sun. 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Contact: Robert J. Mather 

262-968-2392 or  
burrobob@wi.rr.com 

 
Bourse  only 

February 10, 2018 

59th ANNUAL EXHIBITION 
AND BOURSE 

 Janesville Stamp Club 
Holiday Inn Express 
3100 Wellington Pl. 

Janesville, WI 
Sat. 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Contact: Aimeé Devine,  

2111 E. Luther Rd.,  
Janesville, WI 53545 

608-758-1354 
spanishmoss72@sbcglobal.net  

   
Exhibits and Bourse  

 

List your show, bourse, auction or other event here! 
Contact Karen Weigt, 4184 Rose Ct., Middleton, WI 53562 

Phone: 608-836-1509, (klweigt@gmail.com) 

June 1-3, 2018 

River Grove, IL 
 

COMPEX ‘18, Chicago Area 
Philatelic Societies, Guerin  

College Prep., 8001 W. Belmont 
Ave. 

Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-4 
 Judged Exhibits and Bourse 

July, 2018                      
(Date to be announced) 

 BAY DE NOC STAMP AND 
COIN SHOW 

Bay de Noc Stamp and Coin Club 
Bay College, 2000 N. 30th Street, 
Joseph Heirmann Bldg., Rm. 952 

(accessed from Danforth Rd.), 
Escanaba, MI 

Sat. 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. EDT 
 

Contact: Richard Reiffers 
906-233-9261 or  

rgrpaperboy@earthlink.net 
 

Bourse  only 

July 28, 2018 

 13th LAKELAND COIN AND 
STAMP CLUB SUMMER 

SHOW 
Lakeland Stamp and Coin Club 
Woodruff Town Hall, Hwy 47E, 

Woodruff, WI 
Sat. 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  

 
Contact: Dean Marin, P.O.B. 202, 

Woodruff, WI   54568 
715-356-9453 

 
Bourse  only 

Please Support  
our Advertisers! 

Broaden Your 
Horizons 

Collect Stamps! 

March 9-11, 2018 

Oakbrook, IL 
 

ASDA Midwest Stamp Show 
American Stamp Dealers Assoc., 
Holiday Inn Chicago Oakbrook, 

 17W350 22nd Street 
Sat. 10-5 and Sun. 10-3  

Bourse  

April 7-8, 2018 

Wheeling, IL 
 

MSDA Spring Show 
 Midwest Stamp Dealers Assoc., 

Ramada Inn Chicago North Shore 
1090 S. Milwaukee Avenue 

Sat. 10-5 and Sun. 10-4 
 

Bourse only 

July 7-8, 2018 

Wheeling, IL 
 

MSDA Summer Stamp Show  
Midwest Stamp Dealers Assoc. 

Ramada Inn Chicago North 
Shore, 1090 S. Milwaukee Ave.  

Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-3 
 Bourse only 

http://www.wfscstamps.org
http://www.wfscstamps.org

