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Bv WFSC Pres. Greg Schmidt 

Back for Another Term 
This issue of Across the 
Fence Post marks my 
return as WFSC 
President. I served in 
this capacity from 
1993-96. Throughout 
the past 11 years, I 
have also held the 
positions of WFSC VP, 
Regional VP, Judging 
Committee chairman, 
BLUE BOOK coordinator, and member of the 
Finance Committee. During the past two years 
I have been busy serving as president of the 
American Air Mail Society. 

I've been in the plumbing trade for 22 
years and have been self-employed for the last 
seven years. My wife, Diane, and I have been 
married for 15 years and we have a daughter, 
Lesley , who is 11 . I collect Winnebago 
County postal history , Pan American Airways 
Pacific development from 1935-41, and 
plumbing advertising covers. 

This year promises to be quite exciting with 
Wisconsin 's sesquicentennial , WISCOPEX '98 
(our state show) , the hopeful release of the 2nd 
edition of Wisconsin on Stamps, as well as all 
our local stamp shows, for .which I encourage 
you to try to attend as many as possible . 

Some goals for the next two years include 
finding a club(s) to host WISCOPEX '99; 
involving more people as officers, program 
presenters and show committee members at the 
local and state levels; continuing to promote 
youth philately and exhibiting; and encourag
ing more adult exhibitors, judging apprentices, 
and articles for ATFP. 

Finally, I wish to thank Jerry D . Weasner, 
who served you as president for the past two 
years. The WFSC is blessed with many 
individuals who devote countless volunteer 
hours to help keep the WFSC at the forefront 
of organized philately. I look forward to 
serving you again as president. ■ 

CLOSED ALBUM -
GENE BOWMAN 

On November 19, 1997, Gene Bowman 
closed his album for one last time. Gene 
was a founding member of the Waukesha 
County Philatelic Society and over the 
years has contributed greatly to philately 
on all levels. Yet, we know he is watching 
from on high and his influence will con
tinue to have an effect on us as we go 
about the_ hobby that we love. 

Our condolences and best wishes go out 
to Mary Ann Bowman, Gene's wife , who is 
also a WFSC officer . 

Club News 
W ALCOPEX '97 EXHIBIT WINNINGS 
WALCOPEX '97 , sponsored by the Walworth 
County Stamp Cub, was held September 6-7 at 
the WMCA Building in Lake Geneva, WI. 
Exhibit awards were : 

Postal History Class 

1st and Best of Show - Dead Letters of New 
Hampshire, by Russell White 

2nd - Green County , by Dwane Kaplenk 
3rd - U.S. Cancels , by Daniel Hammell 

Foreign Class 

1st - World War II Channel Islands, by 
Russell White 

2nd and People's Choice - Denmark: History 
and Royalty, by Dorothy Valley 

3rd - Campione, by Michael Yopp 

Topical Class 

1st - British Revenues, by Russell White 
2nd -Baseball in Wisconsin , by David Valley 
3rd - Apollo-Soyuz, by Daniel Hammell 

The annual WFSC 
Club Trivia Contest 
will appear in the 
February ATFP. 

WFSC Judges Available - The WFSC encourages the use of any of the 
following approved judges for competitive exhibitions . The WFSC also encourages prospec
tive judges to contact Greg Schmidt at the address shown below. 

Claude Giralte, 253 W. James Maher, 150 Terrace Daniel Rhoades, P.O . Box 
Highland Dr. , Grafton, WI Ln. , Hartland , WI 53029 342, South Milwaukee, WI 
53024 (414) 377-9590 (414) 367-2965 53172 (414) 764-3548 
Jack Green, 5429 Gettle Frank Moertl , N95W32259 Greg Schmidt, 1978 Fox 
Ave., Madison, WI 53705 County Line Rd . , Hartland, WI Burrow Ct., Neenah , WI 
(608) 238-6268 53029 (414) 966-7096 54956 (920) 722-1449 

James Hale , 5401 Raymond Christopher Northwood , 2600 Arthur Schmitz, 3615 N. 
Rd ., Madison, WI 53711 Church St. , Stevens Point , WI 47th St., Milwaukee, WI 
(608) 271-3361 54481 (715) 341 -7131 53216 (414) 445-4572 

Frank Jenich, P.O. Box Chuck Rebek, 6440 W. North Vern Witt , 2422 N. 9th St., 
1197, Waukesha, WI53187 Ave. , Wauwatosa, WI 53213 Sheboygan, WI53081 
(414) 968-4523 (414) 771 -9 100 (920) 458-3767 



Jan. IO & Feb. 14 
STAMP AND COIN FAIRS (bourses) 
Wisconsin Valley Philatelic Society 

Saturdays I O a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Days Inn (formerly Rib Mountain Travel 

Inn), Hwy. 51 (exit 188), Wausau 
(Contact: Jim Johnson (715) 359-4326) (l/98) 

March 7-8 
STAMPFEST '98 

Milwaukee Philatelic Society 
Gonzaga Hall, 1435 So. 92nd St., West 
Allis (Contact: John Fagan, Wl40N7470 
Lilly Rd., Menomonee Falls, WI 53051 

- phone (414) 251-0617) (2/98) 

Show Calendar and Registry 
List your show, bourse, auction or event 

&=- FREE for WFSC member-club shows - classified rates for 
non-members and all other events 

February I 
CENWISPEX '98 

Central Wisconsin Stamp Club 
Elks Club, 1132 Clark St., Stevens Point 

(Contact: Dave Corney, Box 1122, 
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495) 

March 28 
BAYPEX '98 

Green Bay Philatel ic Society 
Downtowner Best Western Motel, 321 So. 
Washington, Green Bay (Contact: Gordy 
Lindner, I 002 Amberly Tr., Green Bay, 

WI 54311 - (414) 465-6692) 

February 14-15 
STAMP SHOW '98 

Kenosha Stamp and Cover Club 
St. Mark's Auditorium 

7202 Sheridan Rd., Kenosha 
(Contact: KSCC, P.O. Box 1524, 

Kenosha, WI 53141 - (414) 551 -81 31) 

April 25-26 
WISCOPEX '98 

hosted by Outagamie Philatelic Society 
Fox Valley Lutheran High School 

2626 N. Oneida St., Appleton 
(Contact: Al Marcus, P.O. Box 11 , 

Appleton, WI 54912-0111) 

M~111bers·"Qnly 
Free Ad 

WANTED: Photocopies of Wisconsin 
first-flight and air-related event covers 
(pre-193 9) for article on Wisconsin air 
postal history. Roger Szymanski, P.O. Box 
1690, Milwaukee, WI 53201-1690, 
(414) 744-6640 (Wisc Postal History foe) 

February 21 
39th ANNUAL EXHIBITION AND BOURSE 

Janesville Stamp Club 
Craig Center, 4-H Fairgrounds, Janesville 
(Contact: Valerie Cook, 1604 So. Crosby, 

Janesville, WI 53546 -
(608) 754-6497) 

June 20-21 
17th ANNUAL SHOW AND BOURSE 
Northwoods Stamp and Coin Club 

Nicolet College, LRC Bui lding 
County G, Rhinelander 

(Contact: Larry Marten, 3295 Hancock 
Lake Rd., Harshaw, WI 54529) 

June 27-28 
TRI-PEX STAMP FAIR '98 

Italian Amer. Stamp Club, North Shore 
Phil. Soc., Polish Amer. Stamp Club 

St. Aloysius Gonzaga Hall 
1435 So. 92nd St., West Allis 

(Contact: Rob Henak, 80 IO N. Mohawk 
Ave., Fox Point, WI 53217) (5/98) 

0 
ACROSS THE FENCE POST is the official publ ica
tion of the Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs , 
Inc., a 50 1(c)3 non-profit orgamzallon and life mem
ber of the APS since 1953. For WFSC membership 

· information, contact the Central Office . 
ATFP is published monthly Sept. -Apr.; bimonthly May-Aug. 

News of Wisconsin collectors, club news and gratis original articles 
related to philately are welcomed. The editor accepts submiss ions in 

any format, but reserves the right to make minor editing changes to 

confo rm with our style sheet. Material not carrying an individual 

copyright notice may be reproduced only by not-fo r-profi t organiza

tions, provided the author(s) and publication receive credit fo r any 
reprinted material. Unless explicitly stated by an officer in conjunc
tion with official WFSC business, opinions expressed by indiv idual 
authors are not necessarily endorsed by the WFSC. 

Submission deadlines are for the month preceding month of 
publication as follows: advertising-1st of the month; editorial 
matter- 5th of the month. Send editorial matter and stamp show 

calendar and cover listings to: Karen Weigl , Editor , ATFP, 4 184 

Rose Ct. , Middleton, WI 53562 - phone (608) 836-1 509 

[karenweigt@compuserve.com] . Send ads to: Jim and Renee Seiler , 

Advertising Managers, ATFP, P.O. Box 247 , Reedsville, WI 54230 

- phone (920) 772-4297. For a complete list of advertising rates and 
policies (display , class ified and listings}, see the July-August '97 issue 

of ATFP, or reques t a copy from the advertising managers . 



Trivia Contest and a stamp quiz, saw a postal 
video, and enjoyed a club picnic an"d Christmas 
party . When in the area, look for the RPS 
banner hanging in the Resource Building at the 
Galloway House in Fond du Lac. 

By WFSC Secy. Karen Weigt 
1997-98 Badger Stamp Club (Greater Madi

son area) officers are: Pres . George Cook, co
VPs Art Arntsen and Myra Reilly , Secy. Gary 
Small, and Treas. Robert Lieb . In December, 
the group heard about the history of coil stamps . 
BSC's 1998 meeting schedule includes programs 
on topical collecting, semipostals, "dumb" ques
tions and identifying unfamiliar items, the Trans
Mississippi issue, and test stamps. 

4184 Rose Ct. , Middleton, WI 53562 

An interesting article in The Valley Philatelist, 
newsletter of the Outagamie Philatelic Soci
ety (Appleton), reminds me of the U .S. Postal 
Service's Celebrate the Century stamp program. 
The article titled "Good Old Days- 1937" cites 
noteworthy global happenings of that year and 
is illustrated with stamps depicting subject mat
ter related to those events. It occurred to me 
that , with minimal effort , this concept could 
be emulated on exhibit pages for displays at 
local post offices and libraries . (It would be an 
interesting series for ATFP, too .) 

What others are doing 

Last fall, the Milwaukee Philatelic Society 
offered its usual service to Milwaukee-area col-

Bv Vern Witt. Shebovgan Stamp Club 

Sheboygan Passes Tran
sient Vendor Ordinance 
The Common Council of the city of 
Sheboygan, in its infinite wisdom, has 
passed a new ordinance that requires reg
istration of transient merchants who 
participate at special events held within the 
city. It applies to all events sponsored by 
local organizations, including stamp shows . 

Organizations sponsoring special 
events may assume responsibility for the 
registration procedure which includes 
providing the name and address of each 
vendor and a brief description of merchan
dise to be sold . The organization must 
additionally provide a signed statement by 
each vendor appointing the City Clerk as 
legal agent to accept service of process in 
any civil action brought against the vendor 

· if, after reasonable effort, the vendor 
cannot be served personally. For late
arriving vendors , the organization may 
provide this information to the City Clerk 
within three business days after the event. 

To cover administrative expenses, the 
city requires a $5 fee per vendor for each 
event. This , of course, will require that 
most organizations will have to raise table 
fees or relocate its function outside the 
city limits. There appears to be a conflict 
of personal rights involved in signing 
away your legal rights , but it is not worth 
the cost to determine its constitutionality. 

It is hoped this is not a portent of things 
to come throughout the state of Wisconsin. 

lectors by coordinating a bus trip to 
CHICAGOPEX '97. 

Having problems acquiring used copies of 
all those U.S. se-tenant issues? The North 
Shore Philatelic Society of Milwaukee sug
gested its members can solve the dilemma by 
submitting SASEs for receipt of the club's 
newsletter. lf the stamps make it safely through 
the canceling machines, recipients have helped 
themselves and the club treasury! 

Wisconsin Valley Philatelic Society 
(Wausau) officers for 1998 are: Pres. Rick 
Rodriguez, VP Bruce Goetsch, Secy . Bill 
Grosnick, and Treas. Fred Ziemann. 

While looking at programs, the Northwoods 
Stamp and Coin Club (Rhinelander) recently 
had a dealer come in to display the various 
stamp-collecting supplies that are available on 
the market. In November, NSCC members 
learned about modern coil stamp varieties. 

In 1997, the Ripon Philatelic Societyheld 
two auctions, participated in the WFSC Club 

The Kansas-Nebraska overprint stamps were 
discussed at the Central Wisconsin Stamp 
Club's (Stevens Point and Wisconsin Rap
ids) November meetings. ■ 

Kenosha Stamp and Cover Club 
P.O. Box 1524, Kenosha, WI 53141 

Twenty-Seventh Annual 

ST AMP SHOW '98 

St. Mark's Auditorium - 7202 Sheridan Rd 
Kenosha, WI - Free Admission - Free Parking 

Sat., Feb. 14 - 1 O a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Sun., Feb. 15 - 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Exhibition Theme: 
WISCONSIN SESQUICENTENNIAL 

*Stamp Exhibits - Various Categories *Cacheted Covers 
*U.S. Postal Station *Pictorial Cancellations (2 Dates) 

*Stamp Bourse with 15 or more Dealers 

Cachet Covers $1.50 
By mail, send SASE Envelope 

FREE DOOR PRIZE 
Free Youth Collectors Table - Refreshments 
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By WFSC VP Youth Division Ma,yAnn Bowman 
P.O. Box 1451. Waukesha. WI 53187 

Philatelic Achievement Awards -
New Zealand Style 

To encourage active participation in the 
stamp collecting hobby, some countries have 
developed an incentive program that awards 
the young collector as he/she moves through 
the ranks from a beginner to a national-level 
exhibitor. One such program that I am 
familiar with is practiced in New Zealand. 

There are four levels of 
awards in the New Zealand 
program : bronze, silver
bronze, silver, and gold . It is 
very easy to obtain awards for 
the first two levels . In fact, 
they can be given by a stamp 
club leader, a school teacher, 

youth group leader, or an adult stamp 
collector. Qualifiers for the silver and gold 
awards must be examined by a person 
approved by the program's Philatelic Youth 
Council. 

To receive the Bronze Achievement 
Award, the applicant must complete various 
tasks and have met some basic criteria. The 
applicant must have formed a collection over a 
period of more than six months , given a short 
two- to three-minute talk on three pages from 
his/her collection, and be able to demonstrate 
how to mount stamps correctly and remove 
stamps from paper. The youth also must be 
able to answer four of six questions related to 
basic philately , such as : What is a first-day 
cover? What is the purpose of watermarks? 
What is the function of perforations? etc . 
When the applicant has completed the various 
tasks , a certificate and bronze award is sent 
and a formal presentation is made at the next 
stamp club meeting . 

The silver-bronze award is achieved after 
the applicant has collected for at least 12 
months , answered a 10-question paper, 
exhibited eight pages , given a five-minute talk 
of his display , and demonstrated basic under
standings of the detection of watermarks and 
the measurement of perforations . The award is 
again presented at a stamp club meeting . 

To receive a silver award, the applicant 
must have collected stamps for a least two 
years . The applicant must additionally com
plete a question paper without assistance, 
display 16 pages of stamps, give a five- to 10-
minute talk on the collection, answer special
ized questions regarding the exhibit and 
demonstrate an understanding of the use of a 

stamp catalog . 
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with uniors 
The gold award is obtainable after collect

ing for four years and showing 32 pages of 
material of a national-level standard. The 
applicant must also present a 15- to 20-minute 
program to an adult stamp club and answer 
questions regarding the display . An essay of 
300 words must be written on one of the stamp 
collecting disciplines (traditional , thematic, 
postal history, or postal stationery) . A written 
paper with 25 questions related to philatelic 
terminology also must be completed. 

Applicants must work up through the 
awards . They cannot just "go for the gold" 
without first receiving the lower awards . 

What do you think of this idea? Do you 
think young collectors in the United States 
would benefit from a similar achievement 
program? Share your ideas by writing to me 
at: P.O. Box 1451 , Waukesha, WI 53187 . ■ 

By Howard Shaughnessy. Lake County OL/ 
Philatelic Society 

SHAUGHNESSY Takes On 
My takes (prelim, of course) on the 1998 U.S. 
Postal Service program: 

We' re not out of the woods in January, the 
Year of the Tiger and the Postal Service 's 
continuing series of "New Yearlings ." I 
wonder if any Nike swoosh will be micro
printed on this stamp? 

Alpine Skiing: Does this mean there's a 
winter game somewhere in the world this 
season? Can snowboarders now demand their 
own stamp? 

Starting with the first two decades, Cel
ebrate the Century postal paper will occupy 
much of the 1998 (and beyond) USPS stamp 
program. The Panama Canal, the "Big Ditch" 
(and one needs to pronounce this very care
fully), will be honored once again. This time, 
however, there will be a small sign reading 
"Yankee Went Home" on one of the locks. 

If we can't have Beanie Babies on stamps, 
let' s go for teddy bears . Unfortunately these 
are not out of the Victoria Secrets catalog, darn! 

Since most of us can't afford the early 
U.S . postal issues, our good friends at the 
Postal Service are reprinting those of the 19th 
century. We had repros of the first two stamps 
(as part of the Pacific 97 fiasco) , the 
Columbians were redone for AMERIPEX, and 
now the Trans-Misses are going to be brought 
back in two colors. How can they go wrong 
with these beautifully engraved gems? Every 
collector will buy two sets , one to fill in up-

Statehood Stamp Design 
Focuses on the Sky! 
(err ... Farm) 

The long-awaited unveiling of the I 998 
Wisconsin Statehood design took place on 
December 11 in Madison. The design 
features a photograph taken by Madison's 
Zane Williams . It shows a farm landscape 
located near Sturgeon Bay in Door County. 

front album spaces and the second set fo r 
current almost-to-the-back-of-the-book issues . 
Dare we wait for inverted Jennies and Zepps? 

The Organ and Tissue Donation issue: I'd 
like to be an organ donor, but do they accept 
pianos? 

We've had just about all types of music 
performers/composers on stamps except for 
gospel and maybe disco , hip-hop , gangsta, and 
whatever is current. Let 's quit with the Gospel 
Singers issue while we're ahead . 

Four hundred years of American art on one 
sheet! Eat your hearts out, Ganzes - a couple 
that spent years acquiring modern art at modest 
prices. After they passed on, it went at auction 
for millions of dollars . Every collector will 
now have the opportunity to be in the "400" 
for the price of a sheet of stamps! I would have 
hoped that the USPS had learned from the 
engraved French art stamps that litho printing 
of artwork produces a bland product - not that 
it makes much difference on the Rothko. 

Alex Calder must have friends at the USPS 
as he rates five stamps! Will the first-day of 
issue be in Mobile, AL? 

Golly, sexual orientation will be honored 
as well : Klondyke Gold Rush and Pink Rose 
stamps. Does Jesse Helms know about these? 

Since Hitchcock "cameo portrayed" 
himself in each of his movies , wouldn 't it be 
neat to have him microprinted on his Legends 
of Hollywood stamp? 

And while on Hollywood, the Bugs Bunny 

watch goes on with another Warner Bros. 

cartoon character in '98 . I taught I saw a 
puddy tat ... l hope I am mistaken! ■ 



Bv Gregg Greenwald, 2401 Bluebird Ct .• 
Marshfield. WI 54449-3128 (e-mail 
bluebird@tznet.com). Central Wisconsin 
Stamp Club 

U.S. Variet ies Clearinghouse 
Self-adhesive uncut press sheets 

Beginning in 1994, the U .S. Postal Service 
has offered uncut press sheets for various 
special issues . The first such issue was the 
Legends of the West (Scott 2869) . Collectors 
expressed disappointment, though , with the 
release of this sheet. The marginal markings 
normally found on the outer edges of the 
sheet had been trimmed off, just as they are 
during normal production of panes. sold over 
post office counters. 

In 1997, the Postal Service released two 
self-adhesive issues in the uncut press sheet 
format. The first was the Bugs Bunny (Scott 
3137) and the second was the Kwanzaa issue 
(Scott number not yet assigned as of December 
1) . Sales of the Bugs Bunny press sheets 
occurred in half sheets because of problems 
trying to roll full press sheets into tubes . The 
Kwanzaa press sheets, however, were rolled 
and shipped in tubes . 

The difference between these two issues 
and their water-activated brethren is that the 
marginal markings trimmed off during normal 
production are present on the self-adhesive 
press sheets . 

If you followed the philatelic news during 
the last weeks of November 1997, you saw 
that one set of these marginal markings are 
creating quite a stir. The markings, of 
course, are the cylinder numbers found on the 
lower left of the bottom half of the Bugs 
Bunny press sheet. These cylinder numbers 
are not available on panes bought over the 
post office counter. In addition, there are not 
only cylinder numbers on the front side of the 
half sheet, but reversed cyl inder numbers also 
exist on the back of the half sheet. Adding to 
the aura of the cylinder numbers is the 
quantity of sheets that actually exist. Avery 
Dennison created only 5,000 such sheets. 

The Kwanzaa press sheet has similar 

markings, including cylinder numbers . The 

Philatelic Fulfillment Service Center sus
pended sales of this uncut press sheet on 

November 25. The reason given was the high 
number of sheets being returned to the PFSC 
because the stamps were falling off after 
having been rolled. By the time you read this , 
sales of these sheets may have resumed so 
those who want them can get them. 

While press sheet marginal markings may 

not have the special draw of the Recalled 
Legends of the West, they certainly add spice 

to your collection . ■ 

Portion of Bugs Bunny lower half of press sheet 
showing cylinder numbers VOJ257, VOJ256, 

VOl255, and V01254. 
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. ,.. ~• .. ~ ......... ··• ........ . 
,, .. 1,- , •• , . , ~ .... :i. .. , ......... , - ·~-t.. .. i:.«, -•~ ....... .,., 
~ ..... - .. , ., .w ,t,l ,o\yt "••• • 

, .. , .......... ,, .. ··""" ,__,~, .... 
.,. , . , . ...... ........ . . .. !' 

...,__...., ,_, ,,,,,_ .-,.,u•~• 

, , · ·· -·•· · ·~ .... ...... ri ......... : . .,.,,,. ,.,,.,,., .. ,,,, .. , ... ,. 
Jt~~"---i 

Reversed cylinder numbers on back of Bugs 
Bunny half press sheet. 

Portion of Kwanzaa press 
sheet showing cylinder 
numbers V01899, VOJ900, 
VOJ592, and V01593 
(plus the VI I I I numbers 
retained on all panes sold 
over the counter) . 

(NOTE: in all illustrations, yellow 
numbers do not show up on these 
reproduced black and white copies .) 

••••• ••••• 
Dummy/Test 

Stamps 

Free Price List 
for #10 SASE 

Mill Creek Limited 
PO Box 236 

Bothell, WA 98041-0236 

Member: ASDA, APS, SDI, EFOCC, BIA 
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By MaryAnn Bowman. Waukesha County 
Philatelic Society 

1998 Brookman Stamp Price 
Guide: A Must-Have 

Collectors of United States. 
United Nations , and 
Canada will be well served 
by the popular and newest 
edition of the Brookman 
catalog . The Brookman 
Stamp Price Guide has 
been used by collectors and 
dealers alike for more than 60 years . 

The 1998 edition touts over 4.000 photos, 
35,000 prices on stamps and covers, and over 
10,000 price changes. As an added bonus, 
there is $100 worth of redeemable coupons 
that will help offset the cost of the retail guide. 

As most stamp enthusiasts of United States 
material collect stamps in various formats, 
prices can be found for singles, plate blocks, 
and mint sheets. Although not every issue is 
pictured in this guide, there are enough photo 
examples to aid in identification and there is 
also a very useful identifier index with listings 
by subject and/or topic. 

Revenues , postage dues, and the popular 
federal duck hunting stamps are listed . There 
are also listings and photos for state hunting 
permit stamps. Listings for errors, coils, plate 

number coil strips, test coils and booklets can 
also be found in this catalog. 

United States collectors will find sections 
on many popular collecting areas in addition to 
stamps . Cover lovers will find listings for first
day covers, inauguration covers , postal statio
nery, and even World War II patriotic covers . 
Listings for souvenir cards and pages and U.S. 
Postal Service mint sets can also be found. 

Collectors of United States-related areas 
will not be disappointed . There are sections 
and prices for stamps from the Canal Zone, 
Confederate States , Cuba , Guam, Hawaii , 
Marshall Islands , Micronesia, Palau, Philip
pines , and Puerto Rico . In addition, this 
section also lists first-day covers for Marshall 
Islands, Micronesia, and Palau . 

United Nations philatelists are served with 
listings of the stamps of New York, Geneva, 
and Vienna . U.N. first-day covers, souvenir 
cards, and mint postal stationery are also listed 
and priced . 

Canadian collectors will be pleased, too . In 
addition to the stamps , one can also find 
listings of the year sets. Stamps of British 
Columbia, New Brunswick , Newfoundland , 
Nova Scotia, and Price Edward Island are also 
a part of this grouping. 

This 250-page book can be purchased from 
your favorite dealer or directly from the 
publisher. It is available in either perfect-bound 

($15.95) or spiral-bound ($19 .95) versions. To 

order by mail, write to: Krause Publications, 
Book Department NR97, 700 E. State St. , Iola, 
WI 54990-0001. There is a $3.25 shipping 
charge. Charge-card customers can order toll 
free: (800) 258--0929 , Dept. NR97. ■ 

PLAINEX 
STAMPS 

(Carl & Phyllis) 
Handling-

• Germany & Colonies 
• Great Britain & Colonies 
• Japan 
• Switzerland 
• Most other major European countries 

See us at these Wisconsin shows: 
POLARPEX '98, Jan. 24-25, West Allis 
Stamp Show '98, Feb. 14-15, Kenosha 
38th Exhibition & Bourse, Feb. 21, Janesville 
STAMPFEST '98, Mar. 7-8, West Allis 
WlSCOPEX '98, Apr. 25-26, Appleton 
May Stamp Show, May 16-17, West Allis 
TRl-PEX '98, June 27-28, West Allis 

P.O. Box #6 
Des Plaines, IL 60016 

(847) 827-3589 

I 
I 

From the World's largest Hobby Publisher 
Forward: Our Motto & Goal - Constantly 
move forward to better serve stamp collectors 
and dealers. 

Iola, Wisconsin, Hobby Publishing Capital of 
the World. 

1997 is our 45th anniversary of bringing collectors 
the best and most timely hobby information. 

Serving all aspects of the stamp collecting hobby. 

Your cost per issue under this special subscription 
offer, making your dollar count for more! 

The Weekly Newspaper 
-For People Who Love Philately

To order call now toll-free: 
1-800-258-0929 Dept. ABAP74 

krause 
publications 700 E. State St., Iola, WI 54990-0001 

"The World's Largest Hobby Publisher" 
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Bv ATFP Editor Karen Weigl 

CSA Cover a Fake 

Richard Drews spotted this cover shown as 

Figure 4 in the feature article that appeared in 

the November 1997 issue of ATFP. The article 

was titled "United States Stamps Used in the 

Confederate States of America - Part II ." 
Drews phoned me to point out why , for 

several reasons, this is not a genuine item. He 
explained that in 1861, when states were 

seceding from the Union, the Confederacy was 

using U.S. issues of 1851-57 (Scott Nos. 18-

39). Shortly thereafter , in June 1861, U .S. 

stamps were declared 

invalid for use in the 

South and beginning 

in August 1861 , were 

universally demon

etized. This forced the 

Confederacy to use its 

own postmaster 

provisionals until 

October 1861 , when 

CSA general issues 

became available. 

cover in question , therefore , were never valid 

for postge on mail from the Confederacy. 

Additionally , the stamp appears to have a grill 
used on 1868 issues , which was three years 

after the Civil War had ended. It also appears 

that the cancel is not tied to the cover , indicat
ing the already canceled stamp probably was 
affixed to the cover to create a fake. 

Fortunately, when I phoned the author of 
the article about Drews' comments, he told 

me the cover came from a dealer box of 

bargain covers . His purchase , therefore , was 

no great loss . 

Our thanks to Richard Drews for the 

education! ■ 

Union stamps with 

the design of that 

which franked the Illustration described as "U.S. Scott #65 on Confederate cover sent to 'Lowell, 
Mass . U.S.A. '" in 1861 declared a fake. 

Bv Steve Langkau. former WFSC Historian 

On Wisconsin 

-

In 1998, !he Badger Stale 
celebrales its I 50th anni 
versary of statehood. As a 
prelude 10 the occasion, !his 

column regularly fea/Ures a siamp, or other 
pas/a/ item, and swry pertaining lo !he slate 
of Wisconsin. 

The 

design of 
Wisconsin's 

state flag 
was 
adopted in 
1863 by U.S. Scot! # I 662 

the Legislature . This adoption came about 
as a result of Civil War regiments request
ing flags to carry into the field. The design 
chosen by the 1863 Legislature was 
basically one already being used by 
Wisconsin troops. 

The Wisco·nsin flag features a coat of 

arms on a background of royal blue cloth . 
In 1979, the Legislature approved changes 
to the flag. The word "Wisconsin," in 
white Gothic letters , was added above the 
coat of arms, and the statehood date 
"1848" was added below. ■ 

Drews Auctions continue to win with near 
$3 million in 1997 sales! 

Here's wishing the Packers enjoy comparable success this season. 

• U.S. and World
wide Collections 

• Singles, Sheets , 
Plate Blocks 

• Mint and Used 

• Accumulations 

Punt your material our way for these major 1998 auctions at: 
APS AmeriStamp Expo February 13-15 

Brown Convention Center Houston TX 

COMPEX May 22-24 
O'Hare Holiday Inn, Rosemont, IL 

APS STAMPSHOW August 27-30 
Santa Clara Convention Center, Santa Clara , CA 

CHICAGOPEX November 6-8 
O'Hare Expo Center , Rosemont , IL 
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Gonzaga Hall 
1435 South 92nd Street 

West Allis, Wis. 
Saturday, March 7, 1998 10 am - 5 pm 
Sunday, March 8, 1998 10 am - 4 pm 

Free Admission - Free Parking 
Hourly shopping prizes 

For information write or telephone 
JOHN FAGAN. Wl40N7470 LILLY RD . MENOMONEE FALLS WI 53051-4608 

Telephone(414)251-0617 Fax(414)251-2226 

Milwaukee Philatelic Society, Inc. 
Organized Nov 5, 1899 

Come Join The Fun of Stamp Collecting 

I hereby apply for membership in the Milwaukee Philatelic Society and agree to comply with its constitution 
and by-laws. I enclose the appropriate fees. Adults $5.00 annual dues and persons 17 years and under $2.00. 

Date: Phone: ------------ ---------------

Name: ___________________________ _ 

Address: __________________________ _ 

City/State/Zip code: _______________________ _ 

Mail to: Milwaukee Philatelic Society, PO Box 1616, Milwaukee WI 53201-1616 
Bring to our meeting: Third Wednesday of the month - 7 pm - except July 

I Zablocki Park Pavilion - 3717 West Howard A venue - Milwaukee, Wis. 1 '-----------------------' 


