
 

 

Across the Fencepost 

NEWSLETTER OF THE WISCONSIN FEDERATION OF STAMP CLUBS 

@Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs 

JUSTIFICATION 

APS Chapter 350 

ATA Chapter 107 

Although the new year 
points forward, I also like 
to review the past as a 
means of justifying our 
existence. Let’s look at the 
WFSC’s atypical actions for 

• Produced a first-day cover for the Flag 
Act of 1818 issue and participated at 
the ceremony held in Appleton. We 
took this opportunity to promote 
stamp collecting and member clubs in 
the area. 

• Welcomed a new ATFP editor, a young 
collector who is gaining experience in 
puting a newsletter together.  

• Instituted an ATFP survey to gain in-
sight into how to better serve our 
readers. 

• Maintained our treasury balance 
through the sale of items from donat-
ed collections, many going as lots at 
the WISCOPEX and MILCOPEX silent 
donation auctions, and thus also sup-
porting those shows. 

• Welcomed a new webmaster who, by 
the grace of God, volunteered to take 
over for our retiring webmaster. We’ll 
now continue to keep abreast of mod-
ern technology as a means of pro-
moting the hobby and member clubs 
that can be located through a simple 
Google search. 

• Updated the WFSC Speakers Bureau 
to aid clubs in providing informative 
meeting programs. 

• Organized a philatelic event at the 
Sturgeon Bay Public Library, where 
Cheryl Ganz discussed how every 
stamp has a story. The event en-
hanced enjoyment of the hobby and 
piqued the interest of non-collectors. 

• Presented a gift pack to all delegates 
at the Annual Business Meeting for 
supporting club activities. 
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2018. plus those that are more familiar 
but don’t necessarily occur every year. 
 

• Elected a new secretary and region 
VP, which tells us there still are peo-
ple out there willing to keep the 
WFSC going. 

• Inducted two outstanding philatelists 
to the Wisconsin Philatelic Hall of 
Fame, which recognizes achievement 
and promotes encouragement in the 
hobby. 

• Organized a Hall of Fame reunion for 
continued recognition and fellowship. 

• Presented a Dealer Recognition 
Award, a show of support for new 
dealers still coming on the scene. 

• Experienced a successful WISCOPEX 
hosted by a club of 10 members that 
had never before organized a stamp 
show.  

• Started the process of digitizing past 
issues of Across the Fence Post, 1979-
2005, to provide easy access and pre-
serve our history. 

• Participated at MILCOPEX to intro-
duce lone collectors throughout the 
state to WFSC member clubs and 
encouraged fellowship by providing 
a place for collectors to sit down and 
chat. 

 
We provided many more of our usual 
benefits of WFSC membership as found 
in ATFP and website content, etc. Look-
ing ahead, I hope you’ll find us justified 
for another year and years to come. 
 
WORLD COVER SERVICE 
 
Darlene Waterstreet, of the Green Bay 
Philatelic Society, responded to my ques-
tion about the words “World Cover Ser-
vice” printed on the back of the turkey 
cover featured in my November 2018 
“President’s Message.” Darlene sent me 
a link to a web page that appears in the 
March 1935 issue of Airpost Journal, an 
American Air Mail Society publication. 
The link shows a World Cover Service full
-page ad listing all the firm’s offers. It 
states in part, “We mail covers on events 
all over the world, when there is a depos-
it in our hands in time to get covers to 
the event.” The firm also produces air-
mail envelopes, prints envelopes for first-
day events, as well as providing several 
other services related to cover collecting. 
Thank you, Darlene. 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 
New Year Club Ideas 

Fall Executive Board Meeting Minutes 

Topical Collecting Birds on Stamps 

The Second Airplane Flight to Bermuda 

@ www.wfscstamps.org  
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about future additions to their stamp collection or what philatel-
ic events and shows they hope to attend in the new year. Per-
sonally, I hope to add more of Great Britain’s iconic Machins to 
my collection, write more philatelic articles and to attend more 
philatelic events. 
 
In this issue, we celebrate new philatelic beginnings. WFSC Pres-
ident Karen Weigt reflects upon the key milestones reached in 
2018 and looks forward to a brighter future in 2019. MaryAnn 
Bowman discusses new club ideas for 2019. In this month’s fea-
ture article, Jim Byrne suggests a new collecting idea: that of 
starting a topical or thematic collection about birds on stamps.  
Wisconsin is important in the role of birds in our ecosystem and 
Jim Bryne explores this. Perhaps this might pique your interest 
in starting a new collection this year. Finally, this issue also in-
cludes John Paré’s second installment in his series of early flights 
to Bermuda. 
 
As always, the end of this publication is dedicated to the events 
page. As this is the January issue, new events for 2019 have 
been added!  Be sure to check back often for new events and 
plan to attend! 
 
Wishing our readers and Wisconsin philatelists a Happy New 
Year! 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Alex Gill 
Editor-in-Chief, Across the Fence Post 
Email: algill737@gmail.com 

EDITOR’S LETTER CONTACT INFORMATION 

January is a time for new begin-
nings and fresh starts. Many 
use the time to reflect on the 
past year and to establish one’s 
goals for the new year or new 
year’s resolutions. For philate-
lists, it is a great time to think 
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 Happy New Year! What does your club have planned for the 
2019 philatelic year? Resolve to create interesting and educa-
tional activities on a variety of subjects with something for the 
beginner as well as more esoteric subjects as a way to broaden 
the collecting horizons of your members. Often times we learn 
best from each other, so make it a point to let other clubs know 
of your ideas through this column. 
 Many December programs were holiday parties with festivi-
ties including food and fellowship. Along the holiday lines, I 
want to thank those clubs that put forth an extra effort to indi-
vidualize and personalize a small Christmas ad for Across the 
Fence Post. It was fun to see what interesting philatelic-related 
items were in the collections and hands of their members.  
Hope that this becomes an annual tradition! 
 At a recent meeting of the Northwoods Philatelic Society, 
Jim Byrne reviewed the V overprints on Norwegian stamps is-
sued during WWII. He noted they are often mistaken as 
“VICTORY” overprints, but in fact was a symbol for resistance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Getting more stamps into the hands of members is a com-
mon theme for clubs. The Badger Stamp Club allowed members 
to sign up for a “dealer” table at their December meeting. The 
Green Bay Philatelic Society has regular silent auctions as a part 
of their meetings. 
 Both the Milwaukee Philatelic Society and the Waukesha 
County Philatelic Society have two major auctions each year in 
spring and fall. A major auction often has lots with a higher 
catalog minimum value as well as a greater number of lots and 
usually is the entire evening program. Both clubs regularly have 
mini-auctions as a part of their programming. 
 A buy-it-now table is another way for members to submit 
material for sale as well as to find new items for their collec-
tions. Members submitting materials write the description, set 
the price, and collect their own money when the item is sold. 

 January is a time to look forward to the future while examin-
ing the past. In past columns I have written about using a Janu-
ary meeting to have a group planning session for club programs 
for the year. I have also written about members working to pro-
duce resolutions or goals for the new club year. 
 This time I want to explore using a S.W.O.T. analysis with 
club members. Borrowed from the business world, it is a tool 
that can be used to guide your club and help you develop a 
strategy. The letters S.W.O.T. stand for strengths, weaknesses, 
opportunities, and threats.  
 Strengths and weaknesses are something internal to the 
club and things that can be controlled or changed. Opportuni-
ties and threats are things that are going on outside the club. 
You can take advantage of opportunities and protect against the 
threats. 
 There are many ways to accomplish the task. One of the 
simplest ways is to divide a piece of paper into fourths and label 
each quadrant with one of the S.W.O.T words. Small groups 
could brainstorm how these words apply to the stamp club. 
Consider having groups of three and giving each member of the 
group a specific task such as a person to lead the discussion, a 
recorder to write down the ideas, and a person who will later 
share the results with the entire club. 
 A self-examination of the club by its members through the 
organized list may provide just the impetus to produce change 
in your club. Wishing you and your clubs a happy philatelic 
2019! 

 CLUB CONNECTIONS 
MARYANN BOWMAN, WAUKESHA COUNTY PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
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Figures 1-2: the 20 and 25 Norway Victory overprints 
(Source: hipstamp.com). 



 

 

FALL EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
 
The Meeting was held on October 27, 2018 at TOSAPEX, St. 
Aloysius Gonzaga Hall, West Allis, Wis. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT: WFSC Treasurer Al Vick’s January 
through September 2018 financial report showed a balance of 
$10, 940. This includes $1604.21 committed to specific pro-
jects, but does not include income from the MILCOPEX dona-
tion auction. There are several new lots for WISCOPEX ’19.  
 
WISCOPEX 2019: (hosted by the Badger Stamp Club) – Karen 
Weigt reported progress of planning on various aspects of the 
show. Of note is that three exhibits will compete for the Cham-
pion of Champions award.  
 
ACROSS THE FENCE POST: Editor Alex Gill’s report suggested 
focusing the publication on more philatelic- related content and 
less WFSC/club business. Karen Weigt was directed to ask Alex 
to create a specific proposal of preferred content mix taking 
into consideration that the WFSC website is available for some 
business items. Ad Manager John St. Onge was praised for his 
outstanding work in attaining ads. John commented that there 
is a problem with artwork not always getting to the editor on 
time. 
 
Results of the recent ATFP survey were discussed and a follow-
up to contact individuals indicating a willingness to submit arti-
cles will be done.  
  
PUBLICITY & PUBLIC RELATIONS: Permission was granted to 
print another 100 copies of the WFSC’s October National Stamp 
Collecting Month poster. 
 
WEBSITE COMMENTS & CONCERNS: Webmaster Greg Riester-
er reported that he has set up means to determine what peo-
ple are looking for on the website. He is also working toward 
making the site more mobile friendly. Greg requested the 
WFSC’s desired goals for the site. Further discussions were 
about acquiring photos for updating the “Federation in Action” 
page and how long they should stay on the site, merits of main-
taining two other domains, and criteria for including dealer 
names on the dealer listing pages. 
 
WISCOPEX 2020/21: Karen Weigt related communication with 
the Radisson Hotel in Menomonee Falls as a possible conven-
tion site. Clarence Davis stated that the Fond du Lac Stamp Club 
will consider hosting the event when the Retlaw Hotel reopens. 

NEW BUSINESS: MaryAnn Bowman, WFSC youth coordinator, 
will be asked to propose a specific use for the $232.96 in the 
WFSC treasury that is earmarked for youth activity. Information 
regarding the collection of dealer sales tax information will be 
disseminated to clubs that sponsor shows. It also will be posted 
on the WFSC website. The status and dilemma of the Wisconsin 
Postal History Society was discussed.  
  
REGION VP REPORTS: VPs Art Schmitz and Ray Perry reported 
on clubs in their regions. Art noted that three Milwaukee-area 
clubs will quickly have to find a new meeting location.  
 
NEXT MEETING: The Winter Executive Board meeting will be 
held Saturday, February 9, 2019, in Fond du Lac. Meeting loca-
tion to be determined.  
 
THANKS FOR THE DONATION 
 
Many thanks to the Oshkosh Philatelic Society for a $25 dona-
tion toward the ATFP digitizing fund. The money will be ear-
marked for phase 2 of the digitizing project covering issues from 
1932 to 1978. 
 

FEDERATION NEWS 
KAREN WEIGT 
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TOPICAL & THEMATIC COLLECTING: BIRDS ON STAMPS 

JAMES E BYRNE, NORTHWOODS PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

 How many of us who chat here Across the Fence Post col-
lect stamps and covers related to another big interest in our 
lives? Music? Baseball? Religion? Birds? 
 Every morning we have a ritual at our house. Jan takes her 
first cup of coffee by a window looking out over our suburban 
backyard. It is a restricted view, but with each changing season 
the avian population changes as the migrants pass through and 
the breeders raise families. A Cooper’s hawk keeps the popula-
tion in balance, and at night an owl haunts the neighborhood. 
 Every state is a good place to collect birds on stamps and to 
watch real birds. However, members of WFSC clubs are espe-
cially fortunate to live in a state with rich habitat diversity and 
birding opportunities. The birdwatcher who travels a bit can 
develop an extensive life list (cumulative list of species ob-
served), and the philatelist can illustrate many of those species 
with a stamp. For Jan, birdwatching is just an album away even 
in the worst of weather. 
 Most Wisconsinites have no idea how important the Badger 
State is to avian ecology and conservation. The International 
Crane Foundation in Baraboo has a worldwide reputation as a 
leader in ornithology. The Mississippi Flyway along Wisconsin’s 
western border is a wide flight path along which more than 325 
bird species, about 60% of the North American species, migrate 
between Canada and the Gulf of Mexico. About 40 percent of 
North American waterfowl travel this route. Topical or the-
matic collections illustrating the Mississippi Flyway or the Crane 
Foundation species would be challenging and the basis for 
highly instructive WISCOPEX exhibits. 
 If you live in southern Wisconsin, the more than 288 bird 
species recorded at the Horicon National Wildlife Refuge can 
be the focus for a challenging site-specific life list and collec-
tion. With 21,400 acres in the refuge and an additional 10,000 
acres of wetlands around it, Horicon is the largest freshwater 
cattail marsh in the United States. A free checklist of bird spe-
cies is available on the internet to guide your stamp collecting 
(https://dnr.wi.gov/ topic/ lands/documents/horicon/
checklist.pdf). Use it to then build a “Birds of Horicon” collec-
tion. 

 Birdwatchers in the northern counties of Wisconsin know 
the rich avian diversity of the Chequamegon-Nicolet National 
Forest. Loons and bald eagles are probably the first birds to 
come to mind for that region, but other species can be a pro-
ductive basis for specialized thematic collections. For example, 
ten species of owls have been identified in the CNNF and at-
least half have appeared on stamps worldwide. The Wisconsin 
Audubon Society has posted online an excellent checklist from 
which stamp collectors and birders can work (http://
www.newiaudubon.org).  
 The Lake Michigan coast offers a variety of great birding 
locations with rich diversity of shore birds and other species 
seldom seen inland. With wing spans of up to nine feet, the 
American white pelicans, which breed along Green Bay, are a 
truly awesome sight. At least five countries have issued stamps 
showing white pelicans, and five other species of pelicans have 
appeared on stamps internationally. Pelicans are manageably 
collectable. 

https://dnr.wi.gov/
http://www.newiaudubon.org
http://www.newiaudubon.org
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 Collectors can also specialize in the hunting and conserva-
tion stamps issued by Wisconsin. The Wisconsin wild turkey 
and pheasant hunting stamps are issued by the DNR and re-
quired along with a hunting license, but stamp collectors can 
buy the stamps without a hunting license. The funds raised 
through the sale of these stamps are used by the state in con-
servation projects. They are colorful, useful, and challenging to 
collect. 
 More than 430 species of birds have been identified in Wis-
consin, but birders and stamp collectors are fortunate to have 
easily accessible checklists with which to pursue their interests. 
One of the easiest lists to use for people new to bird watching 
and birds on stamps is the list of Wisconsin birds posted on 
Wikipedia (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Birds_of_ 
Wisconsin). For the more experienced birder, The Wisconsin 
Department Of Natural Resources Checklist of Wisconsin Birds 
(https://dnr.wi.gov/files/pdf/pubs/er/er0633.pdf), available as 
a free download, is an indispensable resource.  
 As always, the checklists from the American Topical Associ-
ation (www.americantopicalassn.org/) are worth much more 
than their modest costs. The general list of birds on stamps is 
huge (over 4,000 entries), but specialized lists make it easy to 
target a species or avian family for a tightly defined collection. 
The list for loons, for example, has 48 items and the one for 
owls has 1,122.  Simply match the DNR and ATA lists to build a 
collection specifically for Wisconsin. 
 Part of the fun in stamp collecting is the opportunity to 
make the collection personally meaningful by defining the lim-
its. “The Birds of Lake Michigan Shore.” “Loons of the World.” 
Part of the fun is also the opportunity to follow a parallel hob-
by. That morning cup of coffee while watching the birds in the 
back yard is a restful way to prepare for the day. 
 
DID YOU KNOW: In addition to the general bird checklist, did 
you know there are over 90 checklists for different groups of 
birds? Everything from albatrosses (181 stamps), to wrens (79 
stamps) or buntings (110 stamps), to hawks (342). 

https://en.wikipedia.org/
https://dnr.wi.gov/files/pdf/pubs/er/er0633.pdf
http://www.americantopicalassn.org/)
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JOHN PARE 

THE SECOND AIRPLANE FLIGHT TO BERMUDA 

   Figures 2 and 3 show the postal cards prepared by 
A. C. Roessler for this flight. These covers were can-
celled at Westbury, N.Y., on June 28 and flown to 
Bermuda. The card shown, signed by the entire 
Miss Columbia crew, is reported to be one of three 
known. It seems likely there are more since the 
1988 census recorded the three. Additional cards 
exist signed only by the pilot, Roger Williams, and, 
yet, others exist without any signatures at all. 
   Figure 4 shows a photo of Williams standing next 
to his Bellanca aircraft just before he embarked on 
his second Atlantic crossing later in 1930. His first 
crossing was in 1929 when he flew from Old Or-
chard, Maine, to Spain. 

On June 29, 1930, Roger Q. Williams (pilot), Capt. J. 
Errol Boyd (relief pilot) and Harry P. Connor, USN 
(navigator) flying a Bellanca monoplane, Miss Co-
lumbia, set out on a non-stop round trip flight from 
Long Island, New York to Bermuda and return. The 
flight covered the 1560 miles in 16 hours 58 
minutes. Miss Columbia departed Roosevelt Field 
on Long Island at 5:05 a.m. on June 29, 1930, and 
returned at 10:03 p.m. that same day. This reliable 
aircraft had already made a trans-Atlantic trip and 
would make another one later in 1930.  The three 
crewmen were experienced trans-oceanic flyers. 

Figure 1 

   The flight was a non-stop flight. Bermuda had no land suita-
ble for an airplane to land. The island would not have an air-
strip until 1941 when the United States built an airbase on the 
island. That same airstrip, now much improved, still serves 
Bermuda in the jet age. Since Miss Columbia was not a float 
plane like Pilot Radio, which had landed in Bermuda three 
months earlier, the round trip was planned from the begin-
ning.  
   The plane approached Bermuda at 2:24 p.m. and dropped a 
bag of mail. Figure 1 shows a cover signed by Williams and 
Connor stamped with a U.S. 5¢ airmail stamp (Scott C12). 
Since there was no authority to carry U.S. mail, the stamp was 
likely cancelled by the flyers. It was returned to New York City. 
by sea and is franked with the proper 2½d. Bermuda stamp 
for its return to NYC. There are only two covers recorded with 
this dual franking. 

Figure 2 

Figures 3-4 



 

 

WFSC CLUB SHOWS 

 

OTHER SHOWS  

SHOW CALENDAR  
Want to list your event? Contact Karen Weigt, 4184 Rose Ct., Middleton, WI 
53562 P: (608) 609-6173 E: klweigt@gmail.com 

May 4-5, 2019                      WISCOPEX 2019 
WFSC 88th Annual Convention, hosted by 
the Badger Stamp Club. Judged exhibits, 
seminars, bourse, auctions. Radisson Hotel 
Madison, 517 Grand Canyon Dr., Madison, 
WI. Sat. 10a-5p, Sun. 10a-3p 
C: Karen Weigt 608-609-6173 
E. klweigt@gmail.com 
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February 9, 2019   60th Annual Exhibition 
         & Bourse 
Janesville Stamp Club, exhibits & bourse. 
Holiday Inn Express, 3100 Wellington Pl., 
Janesville, WI. Sat. 9:30a-4p. 
C: Aimee Devine 608-758-1354 
E: spanishmoss72@sbcglobal.net 

March 2-3, 2019       STAMPFEST ‘19 
Milwaukee Philatelic Society, bourse only. 
St. Aloysius Gonzaga Hall, 1441 S. 92nd 
St., Milwaukee WI. Sat. 10a-5p., Sun. 10a-
3p. 
C: Robert J. Mather 262-968-2392 
E: burrobob@wi.rr.com 

March 23, 2019    BAYPEX 2019 
Green Bay Philatelic Society, exhibits & 
bourse. St. Matthew Catholic Church, Multi-
purpose Rm., 2575 S. Webster Ave., Green 
Bay, WI (parking in rear). Sat. 9a-4p. 
C: Mark Schroeder 920-337-9616 
E: markthetuba@gmail.com 

March 9-10, 2019               Rockford 2-3-4
         Stamp Expo 

Rockford Stamp Club, exhibits & bourse. 
Forest Hills Lodge, 1601 W. Lane Rd. (Hwy. 
173). Sat. 10a-5p, Sun. 10a-4p. 

March 22-24, 2019         ASDA Midwest  
          Postage Stamp Show 
American Stamp Dealers Association, 
bourse only. Holiday Inn Chicago Oakbrook, 
17W350 22nd St., Oakbrook Terrace, IL. Fri 
& Sat. 10a-5p, Sun. 10a-3p. 

July 13, 2019   Bay de Noc Stamp and 
        Coin Show 
Bay de Noc Stamp and Coin Club. Bourse 
only. Bay College, 2000 N. 30th St., Joseph 
Heirman Bldg., Rm. 952 (accessed from 
Danforth Rd.), Escanaba, MI. Sat. 10a-3p 
EDT. 
C: Richard Reiffers 906-233-9261 
E. rgrpaperboy@earthlink.net 

July 27, 2019   14th Lakeland Coin & Stamp 
        Club Summer Show 
Lakeland Stamp & Coin Club. Bourse only. 
Woodruff Town Hall, Hwy. 47E., Woodruff, 
WI. Sat. 9a-2p. 
C: Dean Martin 715-356-9453, P.O.B. 202, 
Woodruff, WI 54568 

January 19-20, 2019      MSDA Milwaukee 
              Show 
Midwest Stamp Dealers Association, bourse 
only. Crowne Plaza Milwaukee Airport, 6401 
S. 13th St., Milwaukee, WI. Sat. 10a-5p, Sun. 
10a-3p. 

April 6-7, 2019          MSDA Spring Show 
Midwest Stamp Dealers Association, bourse 
only. Ramada Plaza North Shore, 1090 S. 
Milwaukee Ave., Wheeling, IL. Sat. 10a-5p., 
Sun. 10a-3p. 

July 6-7, 2019        MSDA Milwaukee Show 
Midwest Stamp Dealers Association, bourse 
only. Crowne Plaza Milwaukee Airport, 
6401 So. 13th St., Milwaukee, WI. Sat. 10a-
5p, Sun. 10a-3p. 

July 27-28, 2019        MSDA Spring Show 
Midwest Stamp Dealers Association, bourse 
only. Ramada Plaza North Shore, 1090 So. 
Milwaukee Ave., Wheeling, IL. Sat. 10a-5p, 
Sun. 10a-3p. 


