Across the Fencepost

Newsletter of the Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs
President’s Message
By WFSC President Karen Weigt

A Personal Walk
Through Our 86th Convention

I

had a great time at
WISCOPEX ’17 held
May 6-7 at the Holiday
Inn Stevens Point. The Central
Wisconsin Stamp Club hosted
this year’s event and I had the
opportunity to meet several of
the group’s 23 members.
I arrived at the show site at 5 p.m. setup
time on Friday and found General Chairman
Larry Glenzer and CWSC members Gregg
Greenwald, Glen Heinzl, Tom Hosking, and
Richard Visor waiting to get started. The action
began when Bourse Chairman J.D. Manville
arrived and directed table-moving volunteers as
to booth setups. John Paré, of the Badger
Stamp Club, came with a load of exhibit
frames; Exhibits Chairman John Gavinski came
shortly thereafter with his load. Both Johns and
other volunteers lifted 10 100-pound boxes and
assembled the frames that would be filled the
next morning with 608 pages of treasured
stamps and covers.
Setup concluded at around 7 p.m. with
plans to enjoy a fish fry at the hotel restaurant.
Waiting time, though, was an hour so some
volunteers left us; eight others, including
myself, hit the bar where I was introduced to
a wonderful Point-area stout craft beer served
in a stemmed glass. I had two while chatting
with Karoleen Glenzer, Larry’s wife, who spent
both days of the show at the CWSC registration
table.
As we sat down to order, we spotted Colin
Fraser, an American Philatelic Society certified
judge, of Woodstock, NY, and invited him to
join us. Colin’s captivating personality added
much to the dinner enjoyment and other event
activities throughout the weekend. I’m sure
our WISCOPEX exhibitors also much
appreciated his judging expertise and cheerful
persona. We were similarly grateful to have
Dan Undersander, a WFSC certified judge, of
Madison, WI, at the show on Saturday to not
only judge exhibits but also to lead a seminar
on Columbian envelopes.

On Saturday, Darelle Lee White, of
Middleton, and I arrived well before the 10 a.m.
show time to set up the WFSC society table.
Greg Schmidt, of Neenah, and Paul Schroeder,
of Oshkosh, came in early, too. WFSC Treasurer
Al Vick, of Stoughton, hauled in several boxes
of donated philatelic material he had assembled
into 50-some lots for the silent auction.
Gregg Greenwald delivered the cacheted
show covers, stamps, and pictorial postmark
depicting the show theme of Wisconsin’s Dairy
Industry heritage. Maurice Wozniak and his wife
Susanne started affixing the stamps on the covers.
When we noticed the cancel was not of the usual
self-inking type, Larry quickly phoned his wife,
Karoleen, and told her to bring a stamp pad he
had at home. With that potential major debacle
abated, Paul Schroeder was put to work doing
what he does so well, and that is cancelling
stamps on 100 covers.
Meanwhile, anxious show attendees started
pouring in keeping us busy catching them to
register for door prizes. We also offered each a
show button featuring an image of the banana
split stamp from the Soda Fountain Favorites
issue. Buttons were made and donated by Robert
Mather, of Waukesha, and relate to the show
theme. We lit up their home club name on our
WFSC display map, and those without a club
membership were presented with a list of WFSC
clubs showing meeting dates and times.
Delegates registered with WFSC Secretary
Ken Grant, of Baraboo, and picked up their
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their nametags and envelopes of paperwork for the 1 p.m. Annual Business
Meeting. Morning hours flew and it was time to head for the meeting room where
hourly seminars had been going on. Glen Heinzl, a CWSC volunteer, stepped in
to staff the WFSC table while Darelle, the Badger Stamp Club delegate, and I
were gone.
The 86th Annual Business Meeting went smoothly with no unexpected new
business or controversies. Officer, committee, and appointee reports were given;
we passed the bylaws amendment to reduce the number of region VPs to five;
and I was re-elected for another two-year term with Greg Schmidt, who will
serve as VP for the third time in WFSC history. In the past, Greg also has served
three terms as WFSC president. Several other officers were re-elected for another
term. The Baraboo Area Stamp Club officially offered to host WISCOPEX 2018
at Reedsburg, and two Wisconsin philatelists were inducted to the Wisconsin
Philatelic Hall of Fame.
No meeting surprises occurred until Greg Schmidt interrupted the agenda to
present me with a WFSC Lifetime Service Award. I was thrilled beyond words
Continued on Page 2
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President’s Message
Continued from Page 1
and am extremely grateful. The beautiful plaque is hanging on
my stamp room wall.
The 90-minute meeting concluded and each delegate received
a wonderful cloth tote bag with a philatelic theme, sewn and
donated by MaryAnn Bowman, of Waukesha. The bags held
items to take back to the delegate member clubs: albums filled
with stamps and covers and a “Would You Rather?” activity for
a club meeting.
Back at the WFSC society table, word was that the dealers
were happy and judging was completed. Special awards,
however, wouldn’t be announced until the evening banquet
where we first enjoyed a happy hour with fellow philatelists,
followed by a hearty buffet-style meal. Jay Bigalke, native of
Readsville, WI, and current editor of the American Philatelist,
journal of the American Philatelic Society, was the keynote
speaker. Jay entertained and educated us on matters pertaining
to the journal and philately in general.
I was up next with the honor of announcing that Eugene
Bowman, of Waukesha, and Gaylord Yost, of River Hills, were
the two new inductees to the Wisconsin Philatelic Hall of Fame.
Gene was inducted posthumously, so his wife MaryAnn, came
forward to receive his certificate. Unfortunately, Gaylord could
not make it to the banquet but will get his certificate at a later
date.
Judge Colin Fraser concluded the speaker program by
presenting the exhibitor special awards. (See the palmares on
p. 6). Per tradition, the last was the Champion of Champions
award, for which Colin kept us in a “Dancing With the Stars”
manner of suspense, as described by Larry Nix, of Middleton, as
he and his competitor John Paré, of Mount Horeb, stood together

before the banquet audience. Colin finally congratulated John
and presented him with the award. By happenstance, it was
an intricate artistic presentation of the U.S. 1948 Wisconsin
Statehood stamp. John’s winning exhibit is titled “The 1948
Wisconsin Statehood Issue: Production, First Day Covers,
Postal Uses.” (Honestly, folks, the judges had no idea of what
the Champion of Champions award might be as they deliberated
on the winner.)
Larry Glenzer ended the evening with door-prize drawings
for three $2 Circus press sheet souvenir sheets.
Sunday brought a more relaxed atmosphere with a chance
to study the exhibits and visit with old acquaintances from
throughout the state. It also brought my attention to a dolly
filled with boxes of stamps and covers parked amid tables in
the exhibition hall entrance area. I questioned many people
about its unclaimed presence and it wasn’t until midday that I
learned it was a donation to the WFSC. I still, however, don’t
know the donor’s name. A big thank-you to whoever gave
this to the WFSC. Our Treasurer Al Vick will go through it
and prepare lots for the WISCOPEX 2018 auction. Al has
commented many times that these WISCOPEX donation
auctions have sustained our treasury.
I started packing up shortly before 4 p.m. in preparation for
the near two-hour drive back home to Middleton. My grateful
thoughts on that drive were of all who helped to make
WISCOPEX ’17 a success. In addition to those mentioned
above were Mike Sagstetter, of Wausau; CWSC members
P. Sudevan, Clarke Crandall, Publicity Chairman Mike
Raynovic; and all exhibitors, appraisers, seminar leaders, and
dealers. Thank you to all, and to all whose names I may have
missed.
With this convention now history, it’s time to look to
WISCOPEX 2018 at Reedsburg. Mark your calendar for
May 5-6 and join us!
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The Editor’s Turn

Is a National Park in Your Travel Plans?
By Ray Perry
Greetings fellow WFSC members; it is
early June and I have to admit my thoughts
have been on fishing and golf lately. We
are in the midst of a beautiful stretch of
weather and life is good.
WISCOPEX ‘17 is in the books. Hats
off to Central Wisconsin Stamp Club and
the team that assisted for an excellent show.
I was only able to spend one day at the show, but I had a
great time. You will find a lot of information in this issue of
ATFP related to the show. Everything from our president’s
walk-through of the events (pp. 1-2), Hall of Fame inductees
(p. 5), awards and palmares (p. 6), and the Annual Business
Meeting minutes (pp. 7-9). Scattered throughout the issue are
pictures from WISCOPEX. If you were not able to make it this
year, be sure to set aside May 5-6 to attend WISCOPEX ‘18 in
Reedsburg, WI.
Don’t forget to stop on p. 4 for MaryAnn Bowman’s
“Connecting with Clubs” column. MaryAnn took the time to
put together a gift for each club that was represented at the
Annual Business Meeting. MaryAnn asks for a short memo
letting her know if/how your club used the activity included
with the gift. She would also like to know how your club used
the gift and if that is something you’d like to see more of from
the federation. Please either respond to me or to MaryAnn.
Thanks.
Don’t miss Clete Delvaux’s latest contribution to ATFP
found on p. 10. Clete gives us a little bit of history about the
infamous monkey, Curious George, and how he and the people
who created him survived WWII.

commemorated on the 5¢ National Parks issue in
1934 shown to the right. Isn’t this a beautiful
stamp showing the famous Old Faithful geyser? I
love the engraving on this set of stamps.
As most of you are aware, this set was also
issued as an imperf set as part of the Farley
special printings. Shown below and to the left
is the 9¢ stamp from
this issue which
commemorates Glacier N.P.
While at WISCOPEX I was able to
find and purchase a set of plate blocks of
the imperf national parks stamps. Shown
below is an illustration of the 4¢ Mesa Verde N.P. stamp from
the imperf set.
I think this set
both in perforate
and imperforate
format is beautiful.
Another format
in which I collect
national park
philatelic material is shown below. I purchase a picture postcard
of the park and frank it at the current postcard rate. Most national parks have a circular date stamp cancel with which they will
cancel the postcard. It makes for a nice philatelic souvenir. An
example is shown below.

Finally, don’t miss the DANEPEX ‘17 palmares also found
on p. 10.
Ahh, what to discuss this month in the fun part of my
column. The obvious choice is WISCOPEX, but I think there
is already plenty on that topic in this issue. So, I think I will
dive into another topic.
I may have mentioned in a past issue, my love of our
country’s national parks. I love their ruggedness and their
beauty. The many different and unusual natural wonders that
can be found in our national parks are almost infinite. On my
“bucket list” is a goal of visiting each of our national parks. At
last count there are 59 parks in the system. I have been fortunate
to have visited 35 of them.

Scene from Joshua Tree N.P. - Hidden Valley area
And I haven’t even
touched on the modern stamps
commemorating our national
parks. Maybe some other time.

For quite some time I have considered collecting U.S.
stamps that commemorate our national parks. Maybe it was
the celebration of the 100th anniversary of the National Park
Service last year that spurred me on to begin this collection.
Maybe it was just the beauty of the stamps that display our
national parks. I’m not sure what caused me to start, but I did.
The first U.S. national park was Yellowstone created by Act
of Congress on March 1, 1872. Yellowstone N.P. was
Page 3
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Connecting with Clubs

stamp collecting has also benefited from computers and the
development of new ways to incorporate into the hobby.

By MaryAnn Bowman

Many of you are aware that the American Topical Association in
cooperation with the Rocky Mountain Philatelic Library was able to
Did your club send a delegate to the WFSC Annual
make a video presentation of circus material from the late Roland
Business Meeting at “WISCOPEX?” If so, your delegate
Essig’s “Under the Big Top” exhibit. This presentation is currently
will have a report to share with you regarding the health
the No. 1 ranked viewing video they have produced. If you have acof the Federation. Additionally, each delegate received an
cess to wi-fi at your meeting or if a member can provide a hot spot,
activity that can be used as a club program as well as an
this 16-minute video is well worth your time. Coming in at a close
album of covers that can be used as a club auction item, door second is another interesting video “History of The Greco-Turk War
prize, or an award or incentive.
from 1919 to 1922.”
The “Would You Rather....?” group activity can best
be described as stamp talking points where an individual
is asked a question, gives their response, and then the
discussion is opened up to other club members. There is no
right or wrong answer to the questions.
A special thank you to the following WFSC members
who stepped up to the challenge in developing questions:
Aimee Devine, Ken Grant, Frank Kos, Bob Mather, Michael
Mules, and Karen Weigt. I’d like to hear from your club
whether you used the activity and any comments you would
like to make regarding it. There was such an overwhelming
response from the creators of the questions that there are
enough new ideas generated to create another series or two
of questions. Likewise, I would like to hear HOW you used
the cover album gift and whether that is something you
would like to see the Federation continue to do in the future.

Now word comes of a new concept in stamp programming: music
videos. When I first learned about them, I contacted the producer and
inquired whether a Disney-related music video might be produced for
use with the Disney-themed youth area being created for National
Topical Stamp Show. I received a positive response and before I
could even have time to set forth some possible ideas, a concept was
received and within 24 hours two draft videos for me to view. With
a few adjustments, a total of five new Disney-themed videos were
created that are sure to be popular among young collectors. Each is
about three to five minutes in length with stamps and music from a
specific Disney movie: “When You Wish Upon a
Star” (“Pinocchio”), “Let it Go” (“Frozen”), “Circle of Life” (“The
Lion King”), and the theme song from the “Mickey Mouse Club.”

In addition to the Disney-themed videos, there are several on
topics that might make short interesting programs for your club.
bridges, reef fish, clocks, space stamps, and rainbows come to
mind. Many of you from a certain generation will recognize music
As another stamp collecting year will begin after the
contemporary from that time. All of these, plus others are just a click
summer season, I would like to share a few more ideas of
away on the stampsmarter.com website. Click on the library tab,
programs your club can consider. With the continued march scroll down to Topical Collecting and launch the site, then choose
of technology into our everyday lives, it is not surprising that your video and enjoy! Happy viewing!!!

Some Memories from WISCOPEX ‘17
Left: Setting
up exhibit
frames
Right: Stamp
discussions

Delegates at the Annual Business Meeting
P.O. Box 6, Salem WI 53168
U.S. Mint Sheets , Airmails, Duck Stamps
Back of Book, State Revenues, Test Stamps
Plate Number Coils, PNC Precancel Gap Strips
PNC Back Number Strips, First Flight Covers
Errors, Freaks, & Oddities, First Day & Event Covers

www.foxriverstamps.com
See us at an upcoming show
or send us your want lists.

WISCOPEX shoppers
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WISCOPEX ‘17: Hall of Fame Inductees
By Karen Weigt, WFSC President
Two outstanding philatelists joined the Wisconsin
Philatelic Hall of Fame on May 6, 2017. The induction
ceremony of Eugene Bowman and Gaylord Yost took place
at the WISCOPEX ’17 Awards Banquet held at the Holiday
Inn, Stevens Point, Wis.
Gene Bowman, of Waukesha,
Wis., was a charter member of the
Waukesha County Philatelic Society,
which was founded in 1969. He was
extremely knowledgeable about all
phases of philately, and provided
much information on nearly every
subject discussed. He participated in
all club activities, presented slide
shows and many programs. He served
as auctioneer for all club auctions.
Gene is especially known for his premiere collection of
Cape of Good Hope stamps. He had examples of the Cape
Triangles that were not generally known to exist at the time
and had the largest known multiples of some of them. He
became the first person to plate an entire sheet of the
one-pence red Cape Triangle. His exhibit on the Cape
Triangles won the APS Champion of Champions award
in 1984. He also shared his knowledge of Cape Triangles
by becoming an American Philatelic Society expertizer.
Gene was active on the national level having served on
the 1982 and 1997 Milwaukee APS StampShow committees.
He furthermore served as the Central U.S. Commissioner
for AMERIPEX 1986 and was a member of the organizing
committees for both AMERIPEX and the 1992 World
Columbian Stamp Exposition. He was a speaker at both of
these international shows.
Gene met his wife MaryAnn at a Waukesha County
Philatelic Society meeting and their mutual interest in
stamps developed into a lifetime commitment, not only
to the hobby but to each other as well.

Right: Judge Colin
Fraser and Champion
of Champions winner
John Paré
Page 5

Gaylord was instrumental in reorganizing the Germany Philatelic
Society Chapter 18 “Heinrich von Stephan” in the late 1970s.
On the national level, Gaylord is a member of the American
Philatelic Society and the Germany Philatelic Society, and he served
on the National Topical Show 2011 planning committee.
Gaylord has given of himself time after time to make stamp
collecting an exciting endeavor. In working with potential new
collectors, it’s obvious that he really loves the hobby and enjoys
sharing his love of stamps with others.
Gaylord was nominated by the Germany Philatelic Society
Chapter 18 “Heinrich von Stephan” with seconds from the Milwaukee
Philatelic Society and the Wauwatosa Philatelic Society.

By Michael Mules

Gene was posthumously nominated by the Waukesha
County Philatelic Society with seconds from the Milwaukee
Philatelic Society and the American Topical Association
Chapter 5.

Left: Judge Colin
Fraser and Exhibitor
Clarence Davis

Gaylord joined the Wauwatosa Philatelic Society in the late
1990s or early 2000s and since that time, he has volunteered to help
wherever needed such as serving as librarian and helping with
TOSAPEX.

A Trip Down Memory Lane

He was a very private and low-key individual who didn’t
speak much about his involvement in the hobby, but behind
the scenes, he had a huge influence on so many phases of
philately.

WISCOPEX Memories

Gaylord Yost, of River Hills, Wis., is an
active member of three Milwaukee-area
clubs. He joined the Milwaukee Philatelic
Society in 1976. Since that time, he has
served as president and board member;
worked on the MPS involvement at the
annual Circus Parade, Holiday Folk Fair,
and Milwaukee County Zoo; served as
chairman of MILCOPEX three or four times,
worked on the MILCOPEX Committee for 10
to 15 years, and continues to help wherever
needed such as with the setup and takedown
of exhibit frames. Gaylord has also exhibited at MILCOPEX several
times.

When the federation newsletter was just called “Across the
Fence,” Howard Sherpe was editor and publisher (his wife Linda did
the typing- yes on a typewriter). Looking back on the October 1981
issue, below is excerpted a cartoon, done by Howard, poking fun at
the stamp collector’s uncontrollable need to search the wastebasket
in his boss’ office for some specimens for his collection. Times have
changed, however only slightly. The dangers of running into coffee
or a banana peel have all but been eliminated, as searching for a
stamped envelope is now restricted to the recycling bin. The
challenge comes as fewer choose to
pay by mail, and fewer still choose
to use stamps. The one thing that
remains the same, is the collector,
who still can be found collecting
stamps from the mail of friends and
neighbors. Do any of you out there
know someone like Mr. Davis in
the cartoon? Perhaps you made a
grand find while searching in a
similar fashion? Why not share
your story with us.
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WISCOPEX ‘17: Participation
Badger Stamp Club and Wisconsin Postal
History Society Tie for WISCOPEX ’17
Club Award
Two clubs tied this year for the WISCOPEX Club Award by
earning the most points for exhibits entered at the event.
The purpose of this award is to encourage WFSC clubs to
promote exhibiting. Points are credited to each club for which the
exhibitor holds membership. The point system is as follows:
Champion of Champions – 5, Best of Show – 4, any 1st Place – 3,
any 2nd Place – 2, and 3rd Place and non-competitive four- or
eight-page exhibits – 1.

Palmares
Champion of Champions
The 1948 Wisconsin Statehood Issue: Production, First Day Covers,
Postal Uses – John Paré

Best of Show
The Czechoslovak Judaica Issue of 1967, Honoring 100 Years of
Jewish Culture in the Czech Lands - Rob Henak

Best Single Frame
The 2011 Voyageurs National Park Airmail Stamp – Jay Bigalke

1st Place
The 1948 Wisconsin Statehood Issue: Production, First Day Covers,
Postal Uses – John Paré

Here are the points earned by each club at WISCOPEX ’17:

America’s Library – The Library of Congress - Larry Nix

Badger Stamp Club – 10
Wisconsin Postal History Society – 10
American Topical Association Chapter 5 – 8
Milwaukee Philatelic Society – 6
Northwoods Philatelic Society – 6
Central Wisconsin Stamp Club – 5
North Shore Philatelic Society – 4
Waukesha County Philatelic Society – 4
Fond du Lac Stamp Club – 3
Bay de Noc Stamp and Coin Club – 1
Green Bay Philatelic Society – 1

The Czechoslovak Judaica Issue of 1967, Honoring 100 Years of
Jewish Culture in the Czech Lands - Rob Henak
The $200 Excise Tax for Compliance with the National Firearms Act
of 1934 – Gregg Greenwald
Also: AAPE Silver Award of Honor Pin
nd

2 Place
The 2011 Voyageurs National Park Airmail Stamp – Jay Bigalke
Also: WE Sterling Achievement Award Pin
rd

Congratulations to the Badger Stamp Club and the Wisconsin
Postal History Society!

Fighting Ships: Battleships – Clarence Davis
Also: Essig Most Popular Exhibit and WFSC Husak Topical
Award

Going Out of Business Sale

Take a Closer Look – John Gavinski

After 45 years in the stamp business, it is time to spend
more time on the boat and with kids and grandkids!!
Inventory Liquidation continues at Bay de Noc Stamp
and Coin Show on July 15, 2017 at Bay College in
Escanaba, Michigan

Also: PSEE Gift Certificate and Ribbon
Early Portage County Cancellations – Larry Glenzer
Also: PSEE Gift Certificate and Ribbon

Non-Competitive
Interurban Resort Traction Service in the Milwaukee Area Before
World War I – James Byrne
Service Suspended: Interrupted Transatlantic Flying Boat Air Mail in
World War II – James Byrne

40% Off Retail Price on all Stamps*
50% Off on all Picture Postcards*

War Tax Stamps of the British Empire in World War I: Jamaica –
James Byrne

*Excludes Bargain Boxes

Martha Gellhorn: Extraordinary Journalist – Janice Byrne

Extensive stock of USA, Canada, and Morocco
Great Back of the Book, Ducks, Wildlife, and Revenues
Miscellaneous Worldwide Stamps
55,000 Old Picture Postcards
13 cases of Wisconsin Postcards by City
18 cases of Michigan Postcards by County

Jim and Millie Stearns
Phone: 906-774-9163

3 Place

“R” Towns in Sheboygan County – MaryAnn Bowman
Rhode Island History on United States Postal Stationary – Ray Perry
Railroads – George Strieter
Raphael – Robert Ulatt
Columbia Express Companies and Locals – Mark Pleyte
Martin Ramirez – Robert Mather

Judges

W8071 Old Carney
Lake Rd., Iron
Mountain, MI 49801

Colin Fraser – Woodstock, NY
Dan Undersander – Madison, WI

Email: postcards@chartermi.net
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WFSC Annual Meeting Minutes
By Ken Grant
President Karen Weigt called the 86th Annual Business
Meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. and read Pastor Bob Voss’
invocation.
Secretary Ken Grant read the roll call of clubs indicating that
there were 13 clubs represented.
Treasurer Al Vick reviewed the membership totals. In 2013,
there were 724 WFSC members, and currently the Federation has
664 members.
The Kettle Moraine Coin and Stamp Club moved and
Northwoods Philatelic Society seconded a motion to approve
minutes of the 85th Annual Business Meeting held April 30,
2016. Passed unanimously.
REPORTS OF OFFICERS
President Karen Weigt
I have presided over all Executive Board meetings. I have
been in contact with all WFSC officers, committees and
appointees. I have had contact with almost all WFSC clubs in one
way or another. I staffed the WFSC table at MILCOPEX 2016. I
produced the WISCOPEX 2017 logo, cancel, and cachet for the
show cover. I have regularly contributed to Across the Fence Post
and assisted with its production. I coordinated the WFSC’s show
calendar and produced the annual show/bourse/club meeting info
flier. I served as the WFSC spokesperson for the U.S. Postal
Service Soda Fountain Favorites issue first-day-of-sale ceremony
at Two Rivers, Wis. I furthermore participated in the ceremony
and designed the WFSC’s cacheted cover. I updated the WFSC
benefits of membership document. I have enjoyed the opportunity
to work with many Wisconsin philatelists in sustaining the
WFSC’s standing as a premiere organization.
Vice-President Michael Mules
I have regularly contributed to Across the Fence Post and
assisted with its production. I am an active member of the
Milwaukee, Wauwatosa, Waukesha County, American Topical
Association: Chapter 5, and the Wisconsin Postal History
Society, all of which are WFSC member clubs. I am actively
promoting philately, as bourse chairman of MILCOPEX,
Wisconsin’s largest annual stamp show, which is celebrating its
50th year in 2017.
Secretary Ken Grant
During the past year I have prepared and distributed agendas
for WFSC meetings, taken minutes of Executive Board Meetings
and circulated them to board members and interested parties,
e-mailed club contacts as necessary with WFSC information, and
collected delegate information and documents for the Annual
Business Meeting.
Treasurer Al Vick
I have maintained the financial management of WFSC
accounts. Quarterly reports have been prepared each calendar
quarter for review by the Executive Board. I have attended
Executive Board meetings and the Annual meeting. I have
reviewed and disbursed philatelic donations received by the
WFSC consistent with board instructions. Audits are done
biannually. The next audit will be done early in 2018 for the 2016
and 2017 calendar years. I have chaired the Finance Committee,
and I filed annual state and federal non-profit corporation returns.
Our January 1, 2016, checking account balance was
$4,355.98. The December 31, 2016, closing balance was
$4203.58 with a money market balance of $6311.19 yielding a
total balance of $10,514.77. It was moved by the Fond du Lac
Stamp Club and seconded by the Badger Stamp Club to
Page 7

to approve the treasurer’s report. Passed unanimously.
VP Youth MaryAnn Bowman
I continue to offer resources and support for clubs and
individuals with emphasis on local promotions of stamps
with youth and beginners. I wrote bi-monthly columns for the
ATA and AFDCS with ideas and suggestions for youth club
programming. I attended the Two Rivers first-day-of-sale
ceremony with activities for youth. I worked up and prepared
donations for the APS Stamps Teach program
WFSC Southwest Region VP John Paré
During the past reporting year I have visited the Badger
Stamp Club and the Baraboo Stamp Club. I have had personal
and/or telephone communications with the Janesville Stamp Club
and the Tri-State Stamp Club of Dubuque, Iowa. All four clubs
hold regular meetings and appear to be in good hands and enjoy
an active membership. I have not visited the Monroe club and last
had communications with the club at their 2015 show.
WFSC Southeast Region VP Art Schmitz
I have visited the following clubs: ATA Chapter 5, the
Milwaukee Philatelic Society, Northwestern Mutual, the
Waukesha Philatelic Society, and the Wauwatosa Philatelic
Society. Because of being seen on the Federation website, I am
often approached about inherited stamp collections. I point out to
the current owners that I don’t appraise collections, but can refer
them to trustworthy dealers. Occasionally, such collections or
parts of them are passed on to MaryAnn Bowman for the
benefit of the Federation’s youth activities. I would be happy
to recommend or contact dealers who advertise in ATFP, but
inasmuch as the folks who contact me reside in my region, this is
difficult because most of the advertising dealers are out of this
geographical area, although I have shown Paul Aschenbrenner, a
Milwaukee area dealer, a couple of such collections.
Central Region VP Michael Sagstetter
The Chippewa Valley Stamp Club has monthly meetings
except in the winter attended by 3-4 members. Membership
declined to about 7 members. They have regular contact from
people in the area that have collections for sale or need an
appraisal. Two new collectors have shown interest in joining the
club. The only other event I attended was the Central Wisconsin
Stamp Club show last October in Stevens Point. It is the only “all
stamp show” in the region. They had a lot of dealers and was well
attended. It was well organized and the club did a very nice job.
Thankfully the WVFS has not had any members who have passed
away.
East Central Region VP Don Kurki
I visited the Fond du Lac Stamp Club and plan to visit the
Sheboygan Stamp Club, and Kettle Moraine Coin and Stamp
Club. I hope to visit them sometime during the summer. For
National Stamp Collecting Month, I did send each club U.S.
souvenir sheets for door prizes at their meetings.
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES (except Nominating
Committee)
Finance Committee (Chair Vick/Schroeder/Shoemaker):
Committee members Al Vick and Paul Schroeder have met
several times this year just prior to WFSC board meetings.
They have looked at the report of the treasurer and any unusual
expenses, some one-time and others on a regular basis. The
reports are current and Al Vick will make plans for an audit.
Publicity and Public Relations (Chair Bowman/Grant/
Wozniak/White/Devine): Chairman Bowman reported the
committee was instrumental in the planning, organization, and
implementation of the community outreach program in Two
Rivers for the June, 30, 2016 first-day-of-sale event for the Soda
Fountain Favorites stamp issue. She authored a column
Continued on Page 8
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advertiser’s webpage or email address.
Leading up to the National Topical Stamp Show which will
be held in Milwaukee June 23-25, the ATA has been running
Continued from Page 7
quarter page ads and has a full back page ad in the May/June
issue. Jim Stearns has been running full page retirement sale ads
“Connecting with Clubs” to offer encouragement, support, and
in March and maybe April to advertise his going out of business
ideas for WFSC club programming. The WFSC staffed society
sale which continues until July 15th. Jim is retiring after 45
table at Milcopex 2016
years in the business. We wish Jim & Millie a long and happy
Judging Committee (Chair Henak/Wait): No Report
retirement.
Wisconsin Stamp Suggestion Committee (Schroeder): No
Using a new page layout application has allowed me to
action taken this year.
develop ad artwork for three of our advertisers. The regularly
Committee on Exhibitions (Chair Glenzer/Voss/Davis):
used David Alex ad has been cleaned up to make it more legible.
No report
The Central Wisconsin Stamp Club requested help to incorporate
Bylaws Committee (Chair Schroeder/Warner): No action. a plug for WISCOPEX ’17 in their December holiday ad. Lastly,
Hall of Fame Committee (Chair Mather/Schmidt/
we assisted Bill Birch with his new ad which appears for the first
Undersander): During the past year as Chairman of the
time in the May/June ATFP issue.
Wisconsin Philatelic Hall of Fame Committee, Class of 2017,
Beginning with the October 2016 issue of ATFP I began to
I have received nomination and seconding papers for two
publish a one page ad schedule. The original purpose of this was
individuals for election to the Hall of Fame. (A maximum of
to help me keep track of upcoming ads, and to have a single
three people per year can be selected per WFSC policy.) I have
place to record payment status, ad size, advertiser contact
shared these papers with the other Hall of Fame Committee
information. I also began sending it to Ray Perry shortly after
members, coordinated the deliberation and consideration of these the issue deadline day to help us both keep track of ads. Since
nominations with the other members of this committee, reported
the October issue the schedule format has been refined and the
the results (although not the actual identities) of the committee
distribution has been widened to include almost everyone
decisions to the WFSC with the final result being that both were
involved in publishing ATFP. I’ve even started using a marked
approved for induction into the class of 2017. I wrote letters to
up copy as a transmittal document when sending checks from
the nominating clubs advising of our decisions so that those clubs advertisers to Al Vick. It has been very useful.
could take appropriate action with regard to the nominees. I
The WFSC monthly eBlast has become a regular on-line
advised WFSC President Karen Weigt of the committee’s actions publication which is sent to member subscribers to alert them to
so that proper recognition can be given at the WFSC Annual
the publication of the latest issue of ATFP. Each issue of the
Business Meeting for 2017. I have prepared a committee report
eBlast includes a hot link to the full color on-line version of
for the WFSC Annual Business Meeting members to advise them ATFP, a brief list of the ATFP contents, noteworthy sales being
of the candidates and ask that they approve the nominations.
offered by ATFP advertisers, and a reminder of upcoming area
stamp shows. It seems the eBlast and the on-line ATFP are
REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES / PROJECTS AND
becoming a path for us to transition to the digital age.
OTHER APPOINTEES
Editorial Advisory Council (Chair Perry/Mules/Devine/
ATFP Editor Ray Perry: I completed my first year as editor Grant/Bowman/St. Onge: The committee surveyed ideas for
of ATFP. Many thanks to all the contributing authors including,
issues from Sept., 2017 through July/August, 2018. Came up
but not limited to Milt Wirth, Greg Greenwald, Aimeé Devine,
with many ideas including 90th anniversary of Lindy’s solo
John St. Onge, Michael Mules and Alex Gill. Many thanks to our flight across the Atlantic, the 100th anniversary of U.S. airmail in
regular contributing authors Karen Weigt (President’s Message,
2018, the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, and several 100th
Federation Focus, and many other short articles), MaryAnn
anniversaries. Will be looking for authors in the near future.
Bowman (Connecting with Clubs) and Jim Byrne (various
Many thanks to the members of the committee for their help in
articles on topicals and thematics). All issues have been delivered proof reading each issue of ATFP. We added John St. Onge and
to the printer on time, most of them early enough so that they are Michael Mules to the Editorial Committee. Ongoing is to line up
delivered to the club contacts prior to the first of the month.
authors for future articles. Plans for the future include finishing
Many thanks to all the proof readers for their efforts to help
up the plans for each month’s issue, identifying authors for the
identify my misses. Huge thank you to John St. Onge for
planned articles, identifying regular columns, and identifying
managing the advertising portion of ATFP. There will be
authors for each regular column.
different themes for each issue instead of a common theme for
Historian John Paré: As of May 6, 2017, Clarence Davis
the better part of the year. I’m still working on more regular
will assume the position of the WFSC Historian. All materials
authors for things like back-of-the-book, postal history, first-day
are up-to-date and have been transferred to the custody of Mr.
covers, and so on. Just need 1 to 2 articles per year.
Davis. WFSC President Karen Weigt appointed Clarence Davis
Ad Manager John St. Onge: Thanks to Ray Perry’s
as the new WFSC Historian.
excellent work as editor, recent issues of ATFP have been
American Philatelic Society Rep. Al Vick: There were
first class, with thoughtful articles containing many stamp
no significant interactions with the APS. APS Executive
illustrations. This will undoubtedly make my job of selling
Director Scott English will attend the National Topical Show
advertising easier. Two new regular advertisers have been added and Milcopex.
bringing our total up to five. Michael Mules of Fox River Stamps
American Topical Association Rep. Bob Mather:
has been running ads, sometimes two ads, in every issue lately
Because 6 members of the Federation are also members of the
and has paid up through the end of the year. Bill Birch’s Lake
ATA, we receive the journal gratis. The National Topical Show
Country Stamps has also just been added as an annual ad
will take place in Milwaukee this year, June 23, 24, and 25,
subscriber. Thank you Michael and Bill. Continuing regular
2017.
annual advertisers are David Alex, JADECO Stamp and Hobby,
Awards Chairman John Fagan: No report.
and Rodger H. Oswald. All ATFP dealer ads are now also
appearing on the ATFP webpage and most include hot links to the
Continued on Page 9
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Webmaster Steve Kluskens: Traffic jumped in 2016 to 95,000
page-views (pair of eyes looking at a page). This matches the
2013 high point for the last ten years. The show calendar remains
the most viewed page after the home page, followed by the
ATFP page. The electronic edition of the ATFP was downloaded
over 1000 times. The youth section, however, draws the most
downloads, with the space exploration PowerPoint downloaded
1800 times, and the Scout badge PDF 1200 times. The webmaster
would not be adverse to retirement, being now at the peak of his
professional career. The website has been deliberately kept in the
simplest code, such that an ambitious middle-schooler could take
it over.
Website Committee (Chair Mules/Kluskens/Bowman/
Devine/Greenwald): During the past year, we have contacted the
member clubs for updates, so those searching online for a stamp
club will receive accurate information. We have updated the
“Links” page, adding categories for Youth, Teacher Resources,
and expanding Research links to include 85 different active
websites related to stamp collecting. We have removed inactive
links, added dealer information, and maintained an online
connection for all of our member clubs. The website committee
wishes to acknowledge the extensive work done by Steve
Kluskens as webmaster, to keep the website at the top of search
results.
Speakers Bureau Karen Weigt: I made an effort to
solicit many new bureau members and updated the listing, which
is posted on the WFSC website. Please see other meeting
educational programs posted under “Resources” on the WFSC
website.
Facebook Administrator Aimeé Devine: No report.
OLD BUSINESS – None
NEW BUSINESS
Bylaws Amendment Regarding Region VPs: Wisconsin
Postal History Society moved and Fond du Lac Stamp Club
seconded a motion to amend Article VIII Officers Section 1
from “seven’ to ‘five.” Passed unanimously.
Bids for Future Conventions: 2018– Baraboo Area
Stamp Club would like to host WISCOPEX 2018 in Reedsburg,
Wisconsin.
2019 – The Badger Stamp Club would like to host WISCOPEX
2019 should they be able to find a reasonably priced venue.
2020 – Open
Call for Motion to Designate WISCOPEX 2018 a
WFSC-Sponsored Event: Badger Stamp Club moved and
Kettle Moraine Stamp and Coin Club seconded a motion

to designate WISCOPEX 2018 a WFSC-Sponsored Event.
Passed unanimously.
Other New Business: Greg Schmidt presented the first
WFSC Lifetime Service Award to Karen Weigt.
AWARDS
Hall of Fame Class of 2017 (Chair Mather/Schmidt/
Undersander): Bob Mather read the nominations for the Hall
of Fame Class of 2017: Gaylord Yost. Milwaukee Philatelic
Society moved and Northwoods Philatelic Society seconded
a motion to elect Gaylord Yost to the Hall of Fame Class of
2017. Bob Mather also read the nomination of Gene Bowman to
the Hall of Fame. Moved by Northwestern Mutual Stamp
Club and seconded by Milwaukee Philatelic Society a
motion to elect Gene Bowman to the Wisconsin Philatelic
Hall of Fame. Passed unanimously.
ELECTION OF OFFICERS – terms beginning 7/1/17
Nominating Committee Report (Chair Liedtke/
Wozniak/Schmidt): Greg Schmidt presented a slate of
candidates for election:
President (2-year term) Karen Weigt; Vice President (2-year
term) Greg Schmidt; Vice President Youth Division (1-year
term) MaryAnn Bowman; Five Region Vice Presidents (1-year
term) John Paré, Don Kurki, Art Schmitz, and Maurice
Wozniak. There being no objections nor other nominations
from the floor, the elections stand as presented by the
Nominating Committee.
APPOINTMENTS: The following appointments were made.
Standing Committee on Exhibitions (Chair Paré/Davis/
Glenzer); Nominating Committee for 2018 Convention
(Chair Liedtke/Wozniak/Schmidt); Hall of Fame Committee
(Chair Schmidt/Undersander/Mather); Newsletter Editor
(Ray Perry)
CLOSED ALBUMS honoring members of WFSC member
clubs who have died during the year )
Oshkosh Philatelic Society - Don Thruwatcher;
Badger Stamp Club - Jim Cottington and Barbara Mueller;
Northwoods Philatelic Society - Lucy Marston, Robert
Schultz; Kettle Moraine Stamp and Coin Club - Carl Groth;
Central Wisconsin Stamp Club - Tom Sanford; Waukesha
County Philatelic Society - Tom Meyers. Moment of silence.
Motion of thanks to the host club. Kettle Moraine
Stamp and Coin Club moved and Badger Stamp Club
seconded a motion to thank the Central Wisconsin Stamp
Club. Passed unanimously.
ADJOURNMENT: Karen Weigt closed the meeting at 2:30 pm.

More WISCOPEX ‘17 Memories

Left: Karen
Weigt receives
1st WFSC
Lifetime
Achievement
Award from
Greg Schmidt.
Right: Banquet
guest speaker
Jay Bigalke.

(l. to r.) Larry Nix, John Paré Champion of Champions Banquet Master of
Ceremonies L. Glenzer
contenders, Dan Undersander, Colin Fraser Judges
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DANEPEX ‘17 Palmares
By Karen Weigt

The Development of Air Mail Service between Bermuda and
the U.S. 1925-1939 - John Paré

Best of Show

Lost Almost: Los Alamos, N.M. Post Office and WWII Wayne Youngblood

The American Library Association in World War I Larry Nix

2nd Place
Postal Stationary of the United Nations Temporary
Executive Authority (UNTEA) - Ken Grant

Best Single Frame Exhibit
Lost Almost: Los Alamos, N.M. Post Office and WWII Wayne Youngblood

Most Popular Exhibit

The $200 Excise Tax for Compliance with The National
Firearms Act of 1934 - Gregg Greenwald

3rd Place

Fighting Ships: Battleships – Clarence Davis

Fighting Ships: Battleships - Clarence B. Davis

1st Place

Non-Competitive

The Czechoslovak Judaica Issue of 1967, Honoring 100 Years
of Jewish Culture in the Czech Lands - Rob Henak
The American Library Association in World War I - Larry
Nix
The 1940 Bermuda ½d. on 1d. Provisional Overprint and Its
Postal Uses - John Paré

Curious George: The Story Behind the Story
By Clete Delvaux, Green Bay Philatelic Society
All our children and grandchildren have
been delighted by the adventures of Curious
George—the monkey protagonist of a series
of modern, popular children’s books. They
have been translated from the original French
into many other languages, including English.
But Jeff MacGregor, in a recent Smithsonian
magazine article, reveals that the story may
never have found its way into print without the ingenuity of the
authors—and some extraordinary good luck.
The authors are listed on the Curious George books as Hans
and Margret Rey—pen names for Hans Reyersbach and Margarete
Waldstein, both of German Jewish ancestry. Hans had moved to
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in 1925. When Margarete came to Rio later,
they fell in love and were married in 1935. They honeymooned in
Paris. They were still living in Paris when in May 1940 Hitler’s
armies invaded France. As German troops neared Paris, the French
used all modes of transportation to flee. Fearing they had waited
too long, the Reys built two bicycles from scratch and pedaled out
of Paris just ahead of the invading Germans. Of course, the Reys
could take very few of their possessions on their bicycle flight to
freedom. But one thing they did take was a manuscript about a
monkey whose curiosity always got him into trouble.

Semi-Postals of the World - Bob Voss

Judges
Tim Wait -- Loves Park, IL
Dan Undersander – Madison, WI
Later editions would credit both
Hans and Margret as the authors.
The couple had worked as a team
with Hans mainly doing the
illustrations and Margret working
mostly on the text.
Aside from George, the only
recurring character is the unnamed
Man with the Yellow Hat. It is he who
captures George in Africa and brings
him on a ship to a big city. The Man
often facilitates George’s adventures
by taking him somewhere and even more often resolves the
tension just in time to get George out of trouble.
A number of television films were made based on the
Curious George books. A new Curious George appeared on
PBS in 2006 and is still airing there. Renditions have appeared
on film.
It seems a kind of miracle that the Reys were able to escape
the Germans with their manuscript and their lives in 1940.
Little did they know that Curious George would make them
rich. Certainly their books continue to enrich our children’s
and grandchildren’s lives today.

The Reys bicycled to Orleans, where they caught a train to
Lisbon, Portugal. From there they sailed to Brazil and soon to
New York, where in 1941 Houghton-Mifflin would publish
the Curious George manuscript that they had sneaked out of
Paris (2016 marked the 75th anniversary of publication).
The cover of the first (1941) edition listed H. A. Rey as the
author of Curious George (see illustration in next column).
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WFSC Show Schedule
(Some dates and details may be subject to change, and there will likely be additional listings.)
List your show, bourse, auction or other event here!
Contact Karen Weigt, 4184 Rose Ct., Middleton, WI 53562.
Phone: 608-836-1509, (kweigt@tds.net)

WFSC CLUB SHOWS

October 14, 2017

July 15, 2017

MONROE STAMP AND
POSTCARD SHOW
Monroe Stamp and Postcard Club
Monroe Moose Lodge (behind
Farm & Fleet), 639 3rd Ave.,
Monroe, WI
9am to 2:30pm
Contact: Randy Riese
608-558-6430 or
rdriese@tds.net

BAY DE NOC STAMP AND
COIN SHOW
Bay de Noc Stamp and Coin Club
Bay College, 2000 N. 30th St.,
Joseph Heirmann Bldg., Rm 952,
access off Danforth Rd.,
Escanaba, MI
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. EDT
Contact: Richard Reiffers
(906) 233-9261
rgrpaperboy@earthlink.net
Bourse only

July 29, 2017
12th LAKELAND COIN AND
STAMP CLUB SUMMER
SHOW
Lakeland Stamp Club
Woodruff Town Hall, Hwy 47E,
Woodruff, WI
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Contact: Dean Marin, P.O.B. 202,
Woodruff, WI 54568
715-356-9453
Bourse only

September 9, 2017
OUTAPEX 2017
Outagamie Philatelic Society
Fox Valley Lutheran High School
5300 N. Meade St.
Appleton, WI
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Contact: Corey Gertner
920-257-4028
Bourse

September 15-17, 2017
MILCOPEX 2017

Bourse only

October 28, 2017

MSDA Summer Stamp Show
Midwest Stamp Dealers Assoc.
Country Inn and Suites
600 Milwaukee Ave.
Bourse only

September 9-10, 2017

Exhibits and Bourse

Bourse only

October 28-29, 2017
TOSAPEX ’17
Wauwautosa Philatelic Society
St. Aloysius Gonzaga Hall
91st and Greenfield Ave.
West Allis, WI
Sat. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sun. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Contact: Carol Schutta
262-388-1453,
harryncarolschutta@gmail.com
Exhibits and Bourse

Lombard, IL

October 14-15, 2017
Prospect Heights, IL
MSDA Fall Show
Midwest Stamp Dealers Assoc.
Country Inn and Suites
600 Milwaukee Ave.

9/17

www.jadecostampandhobby.com

Bourse only

November 17-19, 2017

November 11, 2017
OSHKOSH STAMP BOURSE
Oshkosh Philatelic Society
Elks Club
175 W. Fernau Ave.
Oshkosh, WI
Sat. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

www.Milwaukeephilatelic.org

Bourse only

Judged Exhibits, Seminars, Bourse

May 5-6, 2018

Try
Exhibiting!

WISCOPEX 2018
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Prospect Heights, IL

MSDA West Suburban Show
Midwest Stamp Dealers Assoc.
Lindner Conference Center
610 E. Butterfield Road

Contact: Dave Carney
920-687-9077,
dcarney1@new.rr.com

If you are a WFSC
member club,
a member-at-large, or an
individual belonging to a WFSC
member club,
you are entitled to two free ads
of 25 words per year.

July 8-9, 2017

TRI-STATE STAMP EXPO
Tri-State Stamp Club
Northeast Iowa Community
College, 9342 NICC Dr.,
Peosta, IA
9am to 3pm
Contact: Sally Maier
563-451-3196 or
3statestamp@gmail.com

Milwaukee Philatelic Society
Crowne Plaza Milwaukee - Airport
6401 S. 13th Street
Milwaukee, WI

FREE CLASSIFIED
ADS

OTHER MAJOR SHOWS
AND BOURSES

WFSC 87th Annual Convention
Host: Baraboo Area Stamp Club
Voyageur Inn and Conf. Center
200 Viking Dr., Reedsburg, WI
Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-3
Contact: Bob Jobe (608) 356-2431
rjobe@centurytel.net

Itasca, IL
CHICAGOPEX ‘17
Chicago Philatelic Society
Westin Chicago Northwest Hotel
400 Park Blvd.

12/16

Judged Exhibits, Seminars, and
Bourse

November 25, 2017
Countryside, IL
SUPEX ‘17
Suburban Collector’s Club of
Chicago
Operating Engineer’s Hall
LaGrange Rd. and Joliet Rd.
Bourse only

Collect Stamps

Judged Exhibits, Seminars, Bourse

Back issues of ATFP can
be viewed online at
www.wfscstamps.org.

Please
Support our
Advertisers
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