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NEWSLETTER OF THE WISCONSIN FEDERATION OF STAMP CLUBS
By WFSC President Jerry D. Weasner

The Stamp Hunter
With tongs , magnifying glass, and catalog
in hand , I search
through old rooms,
attics and garages of
this great land.
AND every so often
I spy my objective. To
others it's trash , no
good and worthless; to
me its price is merely speculative.
My eyes see a treasure - a tiny work of art
depicting history in miniature, not only a onesided , colored mini-piece of paper.
As I search and accumulate more boxes of
treasures, someday they 'll realize just who I am.
For I am different from the deer hunter; I
am the stamp hunter. ■

Wayne Hassell New Minnesota Federation President
WFSC member-at-large Wayne Hassell, of St.
Paul, MN , has been elected president of the
Minnesota Federation of Stamp Clubs. He
succeeds June Berwald, also a WFSC memberat-large. Hassell was the first president of the
Minnesota federation , which was formed with
the assistance of WFSC officers in 1987.

WFSC Judges Available
The WFSC Judging Committee encourages the use of any of the following approved judges for
competitive exhibitions . The committee also encourages any prospective judges to contact Greg
Schmidt, the committee chairman, for details about the WFSC judging apprenticeship program .
Emil Dujanovic, 5057 No . 91st St., Milwaukee, WI 53225 (4 14) 461-6301
Claude Giralte , 253 W . Highland Dr. ,
Grafton, WI 53024 (414) 377-9590
Jack Green , 5429 Gettle Ave., Madison, WI
53705 (608) 238-6268
James Hale , 5401 Raymond Rd ., Madison,
WI 53711 (608) 271-3361

Christopher Northwood, 2600 Church St.,
Stevens Point, WI 54481 [home] (715) 3417131 [office] (715) 344-8807
Chuck Rebek , 6440 W. North Ave .,
Wauwatosa, WI 53213 (414) 771-9100
Daniel Rhoades , P .O. Box 342, South
Milwaukee, WI 53172 (414) 764-3548

Frank Jenich , P.O. Box 1197, Waukesha,
WI 531 87 (414) 968-4523

Greg Schmidt (Judging Comm. Chrmn .),
1978 Fox Burrow Ct. , Neenah , WI 54956
(4 14) 722-1449

James Maher, 150 Terrace Ln., Hartland,
WI 53029 (4 14) 367-2965

Arthur Schmitz, 3615 N . 47th St., Milwaukee, WI 53216 (4 14) 445-4572

Frank Moertl, N95W32259 County Line
Rd ., Hartland, WI 53029 (414) 966-7096

Vern Witt , 2422 N. 9th St., Sheboygan , WI
53081 (414) 458-3767

By Steve Langkau. former WFSC Historian

On Wisconsin
In 1998, the Badger State celebrates its 150th
anniversary of statehood. As a prelude to the
occasion, chis column regularly features a stamp,
or other postal item, and story pertaining 10 the
state of Wisconsin.

Margarethe Schurz, wife
of Carl Schurz, established the first kindergarten in the United States in
Watertown , WI. She used
the ideas of a German
educator, Friedrich
Froebe!, who believed
Seo// #1847
that children of preschool'
age could be taught numbers , colors and
learning through play, singing songs and
other educational experiences.
Mrs . Schurz began the German-speaking
kindergarten classes in 1856. Although she
moved from Watertown after only two years,
she was influential in the development of the
kindergarten movement in the United States. ■

( Thorton Wilder - a Wisconsin native (p. 2) )

By Howard Shaughnessy
Lake County (IL) Philatelic Society

SHAUGHNESSY Takes On.
" Red Bar" rhymes with "Bret Favre " and
that 's what Dairyland collectors will have on
their versions of the Vince Lombardi stamp. I
can almost see 52 issues of Sports Illustrated
promotions: Authentic FDCs autographed by
Mike Holgren, Favre , Desmond. Reggie and a
few others . If they throw in a stamp album,
maybe youngsters will become collectors' And,
for all you Packer Backers : What do you call
30 millionaires watching the Super Bowl? The
Dallas Cowboys.
"Did you want fries with your Coke?"
might have been what postal clerks would ask if
Postmaster General Runyon had his way.
"Marvelous Marvin " wants to give the CocaCola Co. exclusive rights to install vending
machines in the nation 's post offices to dispense their products. I never imagined our mail
persons dealing Coke. Of course , the postmaster general is under federal investigation for
(colllinued on p. 5)

Show Calendar and Registry
List your show, bourse, auction or event
~

FREE for WFSC member-club shows non-members and all other events

classified rates for

Mar. 8

Mar. 22

May 3-4

June 21-22

BAYPEX '97
Green Bay Philatelic Society
Best Western Downtowner Motel
321 So. Washington St., Green Bay
(Contact: Gordy Lindner, I002 Amberly
Tr., Green Bay, WI 54311 )

OUTAPEX '97
Outagamie Philatelic Society
Columbus Club
253 I N. Richmond St., Appleton
(Contact: Al Marcus, P.O. Box 11 ,
Appleton, WI 54912)

WISCOPEX '97
hosted by Wauwatosa Philatelic Society
Hart Park Arena, Wauwatosa
(Contact: Jim Beck, P.O. Box 13102,
Wauwatosa, WI 53213 phone (414) 771-6252)

ANNUAL SHOW AND BOURSE
Northwoods Stamp and Coin Club
Nicolet College, LR( Building
County G, Rhinelander
(Contact: Larry Marten, 3295 Hancock
Lake Rd., Harshaw, WI 54529)

June 21-22

August 21-24

TRI-PEX STAMP FAIR '97
Polish Amer. Stamp Club, Italian Amer.
Stamp Club, North Shore Phil. Soc.
St. Aloysius Gonzaga Hall
1435 So. 92nd St., West Allis
(Contact: Robt. Henak, 80 IO N. Mohawk
Ave., Fox Point, WI 53217) (J/91)

APS STAMPSHOW
Wisconsin Center (formerly MECCA)
Milwaukee
(Contact: APS, Box 8000, State College,
PA 16803 - phone (814) 237-3803,
fax (814) 237-6128,
e-mail kpmartin@stamps.org) (1191)

Thorton Wilder Second-day at Madison
The new
Thorton Wilder
stamp scheduled
for first-day of
issue on April
17 at Hamden,
CT, will be
recognized with
a cacheted cover, pictorial second-day cancel , and ceremony at
Madison, WI.
Wilder was born in Madison on April 17, 1897. He left Madison
in 1906 , when his father was appointed ambassador to China. He
spent most of his life in Hamden, CT, while he was associated with
Yale University.
Wilder won the Pulitzer Prize on three separate occas ions. The
works that brought him this honor were his novel "The Bridge of San
Louis Rey," and plays "Our Town" and "The Skin of Our Teeth ."
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(continued on p. 7)
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ACROSS
FENCE
POST is of
theStamp
official
publication of theTHE
Wisconsin
Federation
Clubs,

Inc ., a 50l(c)3 non-profit organization and life
member of the APS since 1953 . For WFSC membership information, contact the Central Office.
ATFP is published monthly Sept. -Apr. ; bimonthly May-Aug. News
of Wisconsin collectors , club news and gratis original articles related
to philately are welcomed . The editor accepts submissions in any
format , but reserves the right to make minor editing changes to
conform with our style sheet. Material not carrying an individual
copy right notice may be reproduced only by not-for-profit organizations, provided the aulhor(s) and publication receive credit fo r any
reprinted material. Unless explicitly stated by an officer in conjunction
with official WFSC business , opinions expressed by individual authors
are not necessarily endorsed by the WFSC.
Submission deadlines are for the month preceding month of
publication as follows: advertising-1st of the month; editorial
matter-5th of the month. Send editorial matter and stamp show
ca lendar and cover listings to: Karen Weigl, Editor, ATFP, 4184 Rose
Ct., Middleton, WI 53562 - phone (608) 836-1509
(karenweigt@compuserve .com] . Send ads lo: Jim and Renee Seiler,
Advertising Managers, ATFP, P.O . Box 247 , Reedsville , WI 54230 phone (414) 772-4297 . For a complete list of advertis ing rates and
policies (display , classified and listings), see the May-June '95 issue
of ATFP, or request a copy from the adve rtising managers.
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By MaryAnn Bowman
Waukesha County Philatelic Society

.I
C
Touch down! Football on stamps
Packer Backers and other "pigskin" enthusiasts
can start a mini-collection of football on United
States stamps. Although the sport is very
popular in this country , it has never really
caught on outside the United States and
Canada. Soccer and rugby , similar sports, have
their own group of followers and are represented on stamp designs .
Origins of the game that we know as
football can be traced to Princeton University
as early as 1820. In those days, the game was a
contest of brute force. The centenary of
intercollegiate football was commemorated on a
1969 stamp (Figure 1) .
Football was confined to Northeastern
college campuses until 1873 . Then a game took
place in the southern United States between
Virginia Military Academy and Washington
and Lee University (Figure 2) .

football at UCLA, had his first paid athletic
position as a professional football player in
Hawaii . Knute Rockne (Figure 6) served as a
football coach at Notre Dame.
Most recently, the U.S . Postal Service has
announced that this summer four stamps will be
issued to honor football coaches : Paul "Bear"
Bryant, George Halas, Glenn "Pop" Warner ,
and Wisconsin' s legendary Vince Lombardi.
Other persons with
a football connection
and pictured on stamps
include President

Fig. 3 - Scou #557

Letters
BURNED ON THE BAY - from Kirk Becker
(Green Bay Philatelic Society)
A member of the Green Bay Philatelic Society
has become the victim of non-receipt of
merchandise and probably mail fraud after
placing a mail order with NF-International,
Nordjysk Frimerkehandel, Poppelvej 3,
Postboks 100, DK-9800 Hjorring , Danmark, a
Danish stamp company. Attempts to resolve the
problem have not proved satisfactory. Extreme
caution is advised when dealing with this or any
sister company using the Hjorring address.
If you have also been ill-treated by this
company , please contact: Kirk Becker, c/o
GBPS, 1002 Amberly Trail , Green Bay, WI
54311. I am helping the member to assemble a
packet of information to be forwarded to the
Danish Embassy.

Fig. 4 - Seo// #2089

iettdall's Stalll.Jls
Bill & Elaine Kendall
Wausau, WI
Fig. 5 - Scot/ #2016

Fig. 1 - Scott #1382

Fig. 2 - Seo// #982

Although the popularity of the game
continued to grow, the violent nature of the
game caused such great concern that President
Theodore Roosevelt (Scan Nos . 557, 637, 830,
1039, 2218g) intervened (Figure 3) . In 1905,
representatives from Harvard, Yale, and
Princeton were called to the White House. A
committee was formed and rules were established that made the game safer, resulting in a
reduction of the number of deaths and injuries.
Jim Thorpe (Figure 4) is considered by
many to be the finest to ever play the game.
Jackie Robinson (Figure 5), who excelled in

Fig. 6 - Scot/ #2376

Woodrow Wilson, who as a professor at
Wesleyan University, coached the team.
Another, President John F . Kennedy, popularized the game of touch football by playing it at
his family home in Hyannisport .
On September 9, 1990, a 25¢ hologram
stamped envelope was issued in Green Bay,
WI. The envelope, honoring professional
football, included a reproduction of the
Lombardi Trophy which is awarded annually to
the winner of the Super Bowl.
A second football envelope was issued on
September 17, 1994. The 29¢ envelope had a
simple design: a solid brown football with
white stripes and laces. ■
[Editor's note: Here 's another great item for a
football topical collection.]

~nxt
t
STAT~N
Januarvac 1

(

New Ol'teaM.'

11

PLAINEX
STAMPS
(Carl & Phyllis)
Handling • Germany & Colonies
• Great Britain & Colonies
• Japan
• Switzerland
• Most other major European countries
See us at these Wisconsin shows:
STAMPFEST '97, Mar. 1-2, West Allis
OUTAPEX '97, Mar. H, Appleton
MSDA Bourse, Apr. 19-20, Madison
WISCOPEX '97, May 3-4, Wauwatosa
TRI-PEX Stamp fair, June 21-12, West Allis

P.O. Box #6
Des Plaines, IL 60016
(847) 827-3589
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By Jim Stearns, W-8071 Old Carney Lake Rd.,
Iron Mountain. Ml 49801
Notthwoods Philatelic Society (Iron Mountain/

World War II era
Finally, the World War II era resulted in
increased nationalism in Morocco , favoring the
ouster of the French and the Spanish. In 1955,
France agreed to leave, and by November 1956,
all land, with the exception of lnfni, was
returned to Morocco . The Kingdom of Morocco
has existed from 1956 until the present time .
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MoROCCO?
PART II

Part I of this feature appeared in the February
issue of Across the Fence Post.
Cherifien Post era
In 1892, Sultan Moulay el Hassen became
alarmed with the increasing power of foreign
interests insofar as economic loss was concerned. At that time , he authorized the establishment of a competitive postal service
intended to plug this important drain of revenue.
Cherifien Posts (sultan's postal service)
operated from 1892 until 1913 , and established
initially eight routes. The workings of the
service, owing to the negligence of government
representatives , fell far short of the expectations of the sultan. It was scarcely used except
for official mail. Private individuals and
commercial houses preferred to use the private
local or foreign services.
Cherifien Post mail first was franked by
the cachets of the sultan, which were octagonal
(sometimes round) handstamps with entirely
Arabic inscriptions representing each of the
cities or towns served by the Cherifien Post
(Figure 1). In 1912, the Cherifien Post began
to produce adhesives (Figure 2).
The Cherifien Post era ended in 1913,
coinciding with the beginning of joint rule of
Morocco by the
French and Spanish,
which was a result
of the Treaty of Fez
of 1912.
Spanish and French
protectorate era
The Treaty of
Fig. I - 1892 Cherijien
Fez came about
Post handstamp. Such
because of ever
stamps typically read
"Allah (town name)!
increasing threats of
Mohammed has
European interests
protected (town name). "
and the inability of
the sultan to control
local chiefs. Faced with total loss of control
without influence, or selecting the lesser of
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two evils, the
sultan signed the
Treaty of Fez,
agreeing to
Spanish and
French rule . This
Fig. 2 - Cherijien
also effectively
Post adhesive stamp
headed off a
threatening German interest in Morocco.
The Spanish and French protectorate
era spans from 1912 through 1955 (Figures
3-4). Great Britain continued to have a
presence in Morocco and is well known for
its stamps overprinted with British,
French , Spanish, and Tanger zone designations (Figure 5) .

Collecting Morocco
As mentioned in Part I, collecting Morocco
begins with the understanding that there is much
to the postal history of Morocco . Likewise, the
catalogs and references available represent a
blurred mosaic of information. A quick perusal
of the Scott catalogs show 530 listings for
Spanish Morocco , 336 for British Offices , 57
for German Offices, 540 for French Morocco
and 900 listings for the independent Kingdom of
Morocco. These, of course, do not include
many cataloged varieties.

The Alnis Guide to the Local Posts of
Morocco reports on better than 556 issues,
including the 22 issued under the authority of
the sultan during the Cherifien Post era. Again,
these numbers do not include varieties.
Cataloging Morocco and its local posts also
is greatly aided by acquiring Volumes 2 and 6 of
the Yvene et Tellier catalogs.
Beyond the complexity, one word of caution
must be shared. It seems as though many of the
foreign interests, upon the cessation of the
validity of the local posts , failed to exercise
much control over what happened to the remain-
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Figs. 3-4 _ Spanish and French protectorate era covers: (top) 1937 Spanish Morocco Scali Nos.
176-9; (bouom) 1955 French Morocco Scott Nos. 320 and 326, pan of the last set issued by the
French before Morocco's indpendence in 1956.

SHAUGHNESSY Takes On.
(continued from p. 1)

British Post Offices throughout Morocco

French Zone of Southern Morocco

Spanish Zone of Nonhern Morocco

such shenanigans , the latest of many foib les in
which he has been involved . It wasn't that long
ago when the U.S . Postal Service was gleefully
counting up the profits it had made this past
year and the top brass were looking for huge
bonuses . Runyon then back-pedaled and
remarked that maybe the Postal Service would
seek a postage rate increase sooner rather than
later. Better use those 32¢ers quickly .
"I am not a crook" was a quote from
Richard Nixon, but Clarence Robert Robie may
tum out to be one. Robie was charged with
theft and interstate transportation of the 160
inverted Nixon stamps from the Banknote
Corporation of America, where he worked and
where the intaglio portion of the stamp design
was printed. Robie sold some, the most notable
one turning up at Christie's of New York City.

It sold for a premium over what scrap
printer's waste is going for.
Pacific 97 will be anything but pacific if
the Postal Service goes through with the idea
that the Washington and Franklin souvenir
sheets be sold only during the I I-day run of
the show and only to those attending the show
or by mail from Kansas City. Don't the
dealers just love this sort of thing? Even the
White Plains souvenir sheet was on sale from
mid-October 1926 well into the followi ng
year. And the Zepps were placed on sale in
more than one post office in each state.
Do you get the feel ing that the Benjamin
0 . Davis stamp , if it were able to talk , would
sound exactly like Darth Vader?
Locally here in Lake County, we are
undergoing a massive rebuilding of our
public libraries since their old faci lities ran
short of space. Blame it all on Scott Publishing - just too many volumes' ■

Elect Mary Ann Owens
APS President

International Zone ofTanger
Fig. 5 - Four types of overprinted Great
Britain Scon #226.

ing properties of the local posts . As a result ,
former agents who had previous association
with local posts continued to create "philatelic " emissions. Consequently , there is a fair
amount of material that does not have legitimacy.
Collecting Morocco confirms my "keyhole
theory of knowledge," wherein looking at a
keyhole from even two feet away reveals very
linle except a tiny opening. However, when
one places an eye to the keyhole , an entire
room or world opens up on the other side .
I strongly recommend Morocco as an
intriguing and complex , and yet collectible
foreign land . It is complicated enough to whet
the appetite of even the most sophisticated
postal historian, and it is, relatively speaking,
under-collected . Morocco also fits with
British, French, Spanish and German collections in general, and certainly it can stand
alone as a very rewarding philatelic endeavor. ■

Wisconsin owes a debt of gratitude for the many
contributions made to philately while she lived in our
state. Many Wisconsin collectors who have developed into advanced
collectors, exhibitors, and into leadership positions have gotten there
as a result of support and guidance from Mary Ann Owens. Show
your support by voting for her as the next APS President.
• APS member since 1964 and Life Member
since 1981
Currently APS Director-at-Large since 1993

SEPAD National Service Award · 1991

Served on APS committees: Awards and
Honors (chairman 1981-93), International
Relations, Youth, Speakers, Commissioners
(chairman 1993), Judges Accreditation

Elected to Wisconsin Philatelic Hall of
Fame-1978
ATA Distinguished Topical Philatelists
Award-1969

Collector since 1961 and exhibitor since 1963
Member of many philatelic organizations
• ATA Accredited Judge since 1971
APS Accredited Judge since 1974
APS representative to the FIP Thematic
Commission
APS Commissioner or Asst. Commissioner
to various international shows
• APS or FIP judge at various internationals

Jim and Millie Sterns operate Stamps for Collectors, which can help you either expand or
begin your Moroccan collection. See the address shown above or phone (906) 774-9163 ,
fax (906) 774-2556.

Signed the Roll of Distinguished
Philatelists of Great Britain - 1993

APS Luft Award for Outstanding Service to
Philately - 1991

• Founder of the Waukesha County
(Wisconsin) Philatelic Society
Member of the USPS Postmaster General's
Otizens' Stamp Advisory Committee since
1979
Served as seminars coordinator for major
U.S., international, and world-class events
Authored several books as well as written
columns for various philatelic publications

Paid for by the Waukesha County Philatelic Society
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Bv Gregg Greenwald. 2401 Bluebird Ct.•
Marshfield. WI 54449-3128 (e-mail
bluebird@tznet.com)
Central Wisconsin Stamp Club

U.S. Varieties Clearinghouse
One of the recently issued
vending machine booklets
produced by Minnesota
Diversified Industries has
been the subject of a large
number of varieties and
sub-varieties. The Midnight
Angel stamp (Scan #30 12) was produced in
panes of 15 and placed into booklets of 15 and
30 stamps (see the December "Stamps the U.S.
Postal Service Doesn't Want You to Collect"
for background information on these booklets).
In particular, the booklets of 30 have six major
varieties along with over a dozen sub-varieties .
In a breakdown of the major varieties , some
booklets have "Item #3629" printed on the back
cover, and others have " Item #3629X ." In
addition, some booklets have been found with a
"Item #3629X" sticker placed over the normal
"Item #3629" line on the back.
For added spice, two different types of
panes exist in each of the booklets. One type
has the "Time to Reorder" label making up one
of the 16 subjects of the pane. The other type
has one stamp removed to make the pane
contain only 15 stamps. The latter type was
distributed to only two or three areas of the
country. Here in Wisconsin, some post offices
that receive their stamps from the Stamp
Distribution Office in Green Bay were fortunate enough to get some. Many smaller post
offices are selling them over the counter and
may still have some left in stock. The booklets
have "Item #3629X" on the back and are well
worth looking for.
Sub-varieties relate to the different positions
on the panes where a stamp has been removed .
I was even lucky enough to find two booklets
where no stamp was removed from the second
pane in the book. Hence, each booklet has 31
stamps for the price of 30!
If your post office is in the Green Bay
distribution network, check to see if they have
some of these very unique booklets . I'm quite
interested in trading for sub-varieties that I
need. If you would like a detailed list of all of
the varieties that I know of, send me a note and
an SASE and I'll pass along what I know.
Moving on, an interesting variety of the 1¢
Omnibus coil has been
issued . This one was
printed on shiny gum paper
but is also tagged. A more
common variety exists on
shiny gum paper but is not tagged .

6

The Scan catalog number listing for these
stamps is quite confusing. The tagged variety is
located under the major Scan #2225 listing as
"pre-phosphored paper" with a value of $6.50
for a plate strip of five . The philatelic center at
the main Minneapolis Post Office (1st Street
and Marquette) has these stamps for face value.
The Minneapolis philatelic center also has a
variety of the non-denominated Mountain selfadhesive coil produced by Avery Dennison
(Scan #2904A). Almost all stamps of this
version have die cuts with 13 peaks (or teeth)
on the left side and 12 on the right. However,
all stamps produced from plate number
V333342 have just the opposite configuration:
12 peaks on the left and 13 on the right.
Apparently, the stamps from this plate were run
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typical die cut - 13 peaks variety die cuJ - 12 peaks
on left and 12 on right
on left and 13 on right
through the die cutter upside down!
The Minneapolis philatelic center has many
interesting varieties, as the clerk is quite
knowledgeable about what exists and hunts
them down for collectors . Unfortunately, the
center no longer sells stamps by mail , so all
purchases require a personal visit. ■

Bv Gregg Greenwald
Central Wisconsin Stamp Club

Reading Flag Over Porch
Die-cut Types
Five different types of die cutting have been
found on the 32¢ Flag Over Porch coil stamps
issued May 21, 1996. They were produced by
the Bureau of Engraving and Printing and have
a red " 1996" in the lower-left comer.
When the stamps were first issued, two
distinct varieties of die cutting were found. One
is gauge 9.7 (Scan #2915A) and the other is
gauge 10.9 (Scan #2915C). Alan Thompson,
writing the "Snippets " column in the January
1997, issue of Coil Line (journal of the Plate
Number Coil Collectors Club), mentions that
the early printings of the coils (those of gauge
10.9) were die cut on press . He reasons that
because the on-press die cutting may have
slowed production, the die cutting was moved
off line as a separate production step. The offline die cutting produced the gauge 9.7 coils.
The easiest way to differentiate between the
five different types is to count the number of
peaks and valleys on the left and right side of
the stamps . Peaks are the teeth that stick out
from the stamp and interlock with the valley of
the stamp next to it. According to the table
published in Coil Line , the five types are :
Type a - 12 peaks on left, 12 peaks on
right (LI2/Rl2)
Type b - 11 peaks on left, 12 peaks on
right (LI l/Rl2)
Type c - I 1 peaks on left, 10 peaks on
right (Lll /RlO)
Typed - 10 peaks on left, 10 peaks on
right (LIO/RIO)
Type e - 10 peaks on left, 11 peaks on
right (LIO/RI 1)
Types a and b correspond to the gauge 10.9
stamps. Types c, d and e correspond to the
gauge 9.7 stamps. Hence, you do not need a

Type a - Li 2/R12

Type c - Ll l lR JO

Type b - L11/Rl 2

Type d - Ll 0/RJO

perforation gauge to tell the stamps apart, just a
good set of eyes.
Type e is a special case and is rare . It is an
inversion of type c . Apparently, the stamps
were run through the die cutter upside down ,
producing a LIO/RI l configuration instead of
the normal LI 1/RlO. Type e stamps have only
been found on plate number 88898 , which also
exists with type d die cutting. As an aside, this
inverted die cutting also exists with the nonprofit (5¢) Mountain coil produced by Avery
Dennison (Scan #2904A - see above article).
As with all philatelic endeavors, collectors
have to be careful when reading the peaks and
valleys . Stamps that are die cut high or low
relative to the stamp design can cause collectors
to misread the peaks. Misaligned die cutting
can make peaks appear or disappear. So, before
proclaiming a new type of die cut, look to see
that the die cuts are
properly positioned . ■

l

Type b misaligned die
cutting showing questionable shon
protrusion on
bottom left, which
is not a peak.

.

By WFSC VP Youth Division Ma,yAnn Bowman

Joining with Juniors
Postmarks - educational and
challenging projects - Part I
With the increasing difficulty for youth to
obtain postally used examples of the newer
stamp issues, you may find that going on a
postmark hunt offers an exciting and interesting
challenge. Most homes receive far more
business mail than personal mail , resulting in
more meter slogans than stamps coming into
the household . Even the stamped mail often
includes the very common definitives resulting
in few new stamps for kids to add to their
collections. Use this to your advantage . Start
your youth collecting postmarks .
In 1990, I developed a postmark album for
use at the KIDPEX stamp show. I have also
used it successfully in my classroom. There
seems to be something about the challenge of
trying to find one postmark for each state that
captivates the minds and imaginations of kids.
Collecting postmarks in an album is an ideal
long-term project for clubs and classrooms.
Designing such an album is very easy. The
album I made started out with the first page
illustrating a map of the United States and a
listing of each state with its two-letter abbrevia-

tion. This is followed by a page that describes
and illustrates the differences between
handstamped and machine cancellations, with
spaces for youth to mount a few examples .
The third page introduces and shows
examples of various meter cancels. That is
followed by six pages of 2- by 4-inch spaces for
examples of postmarks from each state . The
spaces are labeled alphabetically by state name,
concluding with spaces for Washington DC and
Puerto Rico. A page for Wisconsin postmarks
and separate pages for U.S. Postal Service
slogan cancels and other interesting slogan
cancels completes the booklet.
For those interested in receiving a copy of
this 12-page mini-album, please send $1 in
stamps or cash to: Mary Ann Bowman, P.O.
Box 1451 , Waukesha, WI 53187 . The pages
can be placed between tagboard or construction
paper covers.
When I introduce and distribute the minialbum to kids, I explain that only the postmarks
from very common envelopes are being used. I
show examples of envelopes that might be
saved in their entirety because of interesting
postal markings and/or stamps. Also discussed
briefly is the way postal historians might store

and display their postmark collections.
Collecting postmarks can be fun and offers
youth an educational challenge. It is a subtle
way to introduce the hobby of stamp collecting
into the club and classroom and never fails to
generate excitement among the kids . In the
next column, I will explore other activities
to do with postmarks. Start saving those
envelopes today! ■

Wilder Second-day
(continued from p. 2)
Festivities for the second-day celebration on April 18 will begin at 2 p.m. at the
Wisconsin State Journal office building ,
1901 Fish Hatchery Road . The Wisconsin
State Journal is a major Madison-area daily
newspaper, and Wilder's father served as its
editor for several years prior to leaving for
China. The public is invited to attend the
ceremony.
The cacheted cover depicts historic
Madison with wording that commemorates
the famous author. It may be purchased at
the ceremony site. For mail-order details,
contact: Ann Waidelich , Pres ., Historic
Madison, Inc., P.O. Box 2721, Madison,
WI 53701-2721 ■

Consign Your Material to the
Super Bowl of Philately
Don't pass up this opportunity to consign your material with Richard E.
Drews, Official Auctioneer for APS STAMPSHOW 97, Milwaukee, August
21-24. Closing date June 14. Go for the green and gold, consign now!

Upcomi11g Chicago I Milwaukee Area Auction & Show Schedule
May 23-25 , COMPEX, O 'Hare Holiday Inn , 5440
N. River Road, Rosemont, IL
May 26, COMPEX Auction

r----------------7

I / want to consign material to the
I
I STAMPSHOW 97 auction. Deadline, June 14. I
I Na me: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ I
: Addre s s : - - - - - - - - - - - - - :

I City _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Sta te: _ _ Zip : - - - - 1
I Pho ne : Day ' - - ~ ~ - - - Evening ' - - ~ - - - - I
I Type of Material: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ I
I ___________ I

L----------------J

August 21-24, APS STAMPSHOW '97 , Wisconsin
Center (forme rly MECCA) , Milwaukee
Official APS STAMPSHOW 97 Auctioneer

Richard E. Drews
Philatelic Auctions

~STAMP KING
7139 West Higgins Road
Chicago, IL 60656-1972
1-800-919-BIDS (2437)
(773) 775-2100 • FAX (773) 792-9116
Store Hours: Monday - Saturday 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
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Continuing with modern collecting dilemmas, Belle City Stamp Club (Racine) members put out a call for help in obtaining mint
singles of the self-adhesive issues.
Members of the Kettle Moraine Coin and
Stamp Club (West Bend) were urged to bring

By WFSC Secy. Karen Weigl
4184 Rose Ct., Middleton, WI 53562
order to : APS, P.O. Box 8000, State College,
PA 16803-8000.

For many clubs, dues were due as of January 1.
This prompted me to take note of what
Wisconsin's local clubs are charging these
days. While I was able to only track 19 of our
33 WFSC groups, the figures are as follows:
Type of
Mbrshp,.,
Single
Family
Junior

Range of

Amis Cbacged
$2 - 10
$6 - 12
$2 - 5

What others are doing
This year's Milwaukee Philatelic Society
officers are: Pres. Art Petri, VP Darren
Mueller, Treas. John Fagan, Secy. Kurt
Albrecht, and Directors Richard Mansfield and
Roger Szymanski.
As usual, the Green Bay Philatelic
Society's annual Way Out Topicals contest
drew some interesting entries . "Bottoms Up "
consisted of a page of stamps mounted face
down to display nine different kinds of gum.
John Spangler, the club's newsletter editor,
suggested that perhaps this is the solution to the
mint never-hinged problem.
The same problem was discussed during a
lively Q & A session held at the Badger Stamp
Club's (Greater Madison area) February
meeting. Question : If a hinge is attached to the
backing paper of a mint self-adhesive stamp ,
does this negate the stamp's never-hinged status?

Majority
Charge
$5
$6
$2/3

One would think there would be some
correlation between large/small clubs, those
that do/do not sponsor an annual show, and size
of cities where clubs are located . Amazingly,
though, there was none.

•

The American Philatelic Society recently
published a ll0-page spiral-bound booklet titled
"Building Better Stamp Clubs ." It provides
many practical solutions to problems that face
all clubs either on a constant or temporary
basis. Cost of the booklet is $10 postpaid
($ 12.50 for non-APS members) . Send your

couldn' t find it in my
dictionary, but an encyclopedia revealed it is a
creature related to American folklore . The North-

woods Stamp and Coin Club (Rhinelander)
depicts the hodag on wooden nickels produced
to promote its 1997 show, which is publicized
on the reverse side. NSCC members are asked
to purchase the nickels (five for $1) and
distribute them around the Rhinelander area.
This catchy item just might prove to be more
effective than a traditional flier.
Ripon Philatelic Society officers for 1997
are: Pres. David Borchert, co-YPs Beth
Walters and Terry Huelsman , Secy . Martha
Parfitt, and Treas. Charlene Borchert. ■

LIGHT UP YOUR HOBBY!
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•
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Valuable how-to articles
Extensive show and calendar listings
Loads of classifieds
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FREE LIGHTED MAGNIFIER
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2x magnification
Built-in automatic light powered by 2 AAA batteries
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