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NEWSLETTER OF THE WISCONSIN FEDERATION OF STAMP CLUBS
Bv WFSC Pres. Paul T. Schroeder

Welcome ATA Chapter,
Bylaw Amendments
For the second year in
a row the WFSC is
pleased to welcome a
new member club. This
past January the AT A
Chapter No. 5 in
Milwaukee voted to
rejoin us. The official
welcome will take place
at our Annual Business
Meeting to be held on May 5 in conjunction
with WISCOPEX '01. Even with some expected dual club memberships, we are always
happy and pleased to welcome a group like this.
To date, no changes have been made to our
current set of WFSC bylaws adopted in 1987.
Necessary steps, however, were taken at the
fall 2000 Executive Board meeting to propose
two amendments for consideration at the 2001
Annual Business Meeting.
I ask each club to review these proposals and
instruct your delegates how to vote. As a federation officer, I feel both should be approved.

The first change will allow us to have two
regional vice presidents for our Southeast
district. The Milwaukee, Kenosha, and Racine
area includes the largest concentration of clubs.
As our bylaws now stand, officer terms
begin on January I of the year following the
elections. Depending on the WISCOPEX date,
this means our federation can have a president
and a president-elect for over six months . I, for
one, felt this was an unnecessarily long period
of time and the Executive Board agreed . The
proposed "Amendment 2" allows the presidentelect to take over on July I of the current year
of the election.
Please have your delegates ready to vote on
these changes and feel free to contact me or
your regional VP if you have any questions . ■

ATA Milwaukee-area Chapter
Welcomed to WFSC
Membership
The American Topical Association Chapter No.
5 that officially reorganized in January 2000
has rejoined the WFSC. The group previously
held WFSC membership during the period of
time when it originally formed in the 1950s and
disbanded in the early 1980s.
The club's 19 members meet at 7 p.m. the
second Wednesday of each month at the
Mayfair Shopping Mall in Wauwatosa.
Officers are: Pres. Patricia Loehr, VP Rollie
Kohl, Secy . Linda Brothen, and Treas .
Raymond J. Sullivan.
For further information about ATA Chapter
No. 5 membership, contact: Robert J. Mather,
S56 W29562 Roanoke Dr., Waukesha, WI
53189 - phone 262-968-2392. ■

WFSC Announcements
A THANK-YOU TO •
•
•
•

Germany Philatelic Society (Chptr. 18)
Milwaukee Philatelic Society
Waukesha County Philatelic Society
Wauwatosa Philatelic Society

The WFSC greatly appreciates your cash
donations submitted with 2001 dues!

WFSC Proposed Bylaws
Amendments
AMENDMENT 1: Under ARTICLE VIII,
OFFICERS, Section 1, the word " six" shall
be changed to "seven" to read:
The elected officers shall consist of a
President, a Vice-President, a Secretary, a
Treasurer, a Vice-President Youth Division, and seven Regional Vice-Presidents .
Purpose: To allow the WFSC to add a
second regional VP to the Southeast district,
which encompasses the Milwaukee area,
Kenosha and Racine.
AMENDMENT 2: Under ARTICLE VIII,
OFFICERS, Section 3, the words "January
1 of the ensuing year" shall be changed to
"July 1 of the current year" and include a
provision for a mail ballot election. The
entire portion of the section shall read:
No individual shall be elected to more than
one office, and term of office shall begin on
July I of the current year. If WISCOPEX
is scheduled to be held later than June 15,
a special mail ballot election shall be held
with ballots mailed no later than March 15
and returned within 60 days.
Purpose: To shorten the time between
the election and when new individuals take
office . The amendment is· intended to
become effective with the 2001 elections .
Publishing of the above proposed amendments fulfills the requirements of
ARTICLE XIII, AMENDMENT OF
BYLAWS, for notifying the WFSC membership of such proposals.

Final Call for WISCOPEX 'O I
Exhibit Entries - Deadline
March 31
For a prospectus and entry form, contact:
Vern Witt, 2422 N. 9th St., Sheboygan, WI
53081 (920) 458-3767

l

Show Calendar and Registry
List your show, bourse, auction or event

&=- FREE for WFSC member-club shows -

classified rates for

non-members and all other events

March 3-4

March I 0-11

March 17

March 24

STAHPFEST 200 I
Milwaukee Philatelic Society
St. Aloysius Gonzaga Hall
1435 So. 92nd St., West Allis
Sat. IO a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun. IO a.m.-4 p.m.
(Contact MPS, P.O. Box 1980, Milwaukee,
WI 53201 - 414-744-6640) (3/00)

ROCKFORD 200 I
Rockford Stamp Club
Forest Hills Lodge, 9500 Forest Hills
Rd., Rockford (Contact: Dwane Kaplenk,
P.O. Box 230 I, Rockford, IL 61131 rockaires@xta.com)

BAYPEX 2001
Green Bay Philatelic Society
Ramada Inn Green Bay, 27 50 Ramada
Way, Green Bay (Contact: Gordy
Lindner, I002 Amberly Tr., Green Bay,
WI 54311 - 920-465-6692)

DANEPEX 200 I
Badger Stamp Club
Madison Turners Hall, 300 I So.
Stoughton Rd., Madison (Contact: John
Pare, 7834 E. Oakbrook Cir., Madison,
WI 53717 - 608-829-2988;
msjpsp@chorus.net)

March 24

March 31

May 5-6

June 16-17

STAMP AND COIN FAIR (bourse)
Wisconsin Valley Philatelic Society
Saturday IO a.m. - 4 p.m.
Cedar Creek Hall, IO IO I Market Rd.,
Rothschild (Exit 185 Business 51 Rothschild)
(Contact: Jim Johnson, 715-359-4326) (3/00)

OUTAPEX 2001
Outagamie Philatelic Society
Columbus Club
2513 N. Richmond St., Appleton
(Contact: Al Harcus, P.O. Box 11,
Appleton, WI 54912)

WISCOPEX '01
hosted by Sheboygan Stamp Club/
Manitowoc Philatelic Society
Sheboygan Armory, 500 block of
Broughton Dr. and corner of
Pennsylvania Ave., Sheboygan (Contact:
SSC, P.O. Box 907, Sheboygan, WI 53082)

20th ANNUAL SHOW AND BOURSE
Northwoods Stamp and Coin Club
Nicolet College, LRC Building
County Hwy. G, Rhinelander
Sat. IO a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun. IO a.m.-4 p.m.
(Contact: Larry Harten, 3295 Hancock Lake
Rd., Harshaw, WI 54529 - 715-282-5636)

DANEPEX 'O I Show Cover (Wisconsin Capitol Building) - March 24, Madison
Multicolored cachet features Wisconsin's Capitol Building to commemorate the conclusion of its
extensive restoration project. Cancel depicts capitol dome. Franked w/32c Wisconsin Statehood
and 2( Frank Uoyd Wright stamps. $I.SO ea. Include #IO SASE. Curt Shawkey, 4817 Martha
Ln., Madison, WI 53714. (Badger Jump llu/J)
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ACROSS THE FENCE POST is the official publication

of the Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs, Inc ., a
50l(c)(3) non-profit organization and life member of the
APS since 1953. For WFSC membership information, contact
the Central Office.
ATFP is published monthly Sept.-Apr.; bimonthly May-Aug . News
of Wisconsin collectors, club news and gratis original articles related
to philately are welcomed. The editor accepts submissions in any
format, but reserves the right to make minor editing changes to
conform with our style sheet. Material not carrying an individual
copyright notice may be reproduced only by not-for-profit organizations , provided the author(s) and publication receive credit for any
reprinted material. Unless explicitly stated by an officer in conjunction
with official WFSC business, opinions expressed by individual authors are
not necessarily endorsed by the WFSC.
Submission deadlines are for the month preceding month of
publication as follows: advertising-1st of the month; editorial
matter-5th of the month. Send editorial matter and stamp show
calendar and cover listings to: Karen Weigt, Editor, ATFP, 4184 Rose
Ct., Middleton, WI 53562 - phone (608) 836-1509
[karenweigt@cs.com]. Send ads to: Jim and Renee Seiler, Advertising
Managers, ATFP, P.O. Box 247, Reedsville, WI 54230 - phone (920)
772-4297 [jcseiler@webtv .net] . For a complete list of advertising rates
and policies (display, classified and listings), see the July-August 2000
issue of ATFP, or request a copy from the advertising managers.

Club News
MILCOPEX '01 HOSTS EIRE
PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION

By WFSC Secy. Karen Weigt
4184 Rose Ct., Middleton, WI 53562
A while back, I inquired about a first-day cover
program often mentioned in Post Scripts, newsletter of the Kenosha Stamp and Cover Club .
Thanks to Serge Logan and Helen M . Larsen,
two of the club's most stalwart members, I now
have the answer plus a bit ofKSCC history .
Ten enthusiastic collectors founded the
KSCC in 1952 . At that time, though, it was
called the Cover Collectors Circuit Club, or the
four C's. The following year , the group
obtained its charter from the national Cover
Collectors Circuit Club in Waterloo, IA, and
officially became the Kenosha Cover Club
Chapter No. 4 .
Members exchanged commemorative
stamps with collectors worldwide . This was
done via a chain-letter system and circuits , with
contacts made through the national CCCC .
Cacheted covers purchased through the club
were often used for the mailings . In turn, many
interesting and decorative covers were received
through the exchange and traded at monthly
meetings . The club also held cover contests
with various categories such as regular, handdecorated, or first-day covers .
Until 1959, the club ordered cacheted
covers from the Aristocrat Cover Co . After
1959, covers were attained through Artmaster.
Most members serviced their covers themselves
by affixing the stamps and mailing them to the
appropriate location for first-day cancellation.
To this day, the club, which became the
Kenosha Stamp and Cover Club in 1967,
continues to have a standing cover order with
Artmaster , which is located in Kentucky .
Helen M. Larsen, who served as KSCC
secretary from 1980-84 and 1998-00, and
treasurer from 1992-97, has run the cover
program for more than 20 years. When the
Artmaster order arrives , Helen notifies members to pick up their serviced/unserviced
cacheted covers or postal cards . Helen comments , "As ph ilatelists know , collecting FD Cs
is very interesting and educational. "

What others are doing
Officers re-elected to serve the Northwoods
Stamp and Coin Club (Rhinelander) for the
year 2001 are Pres . Lawrence Marlen, VP
James Caldwell , Secy . John Barnick, and
Treas . Norman Braeger.
The group's February meeting featured onepage exhibits . The NSCC began this annual
program in 1998 and reports it is always
interesting, informative, and quite successful.
Across the Fence Post

Northwestern Mutual Stamp Club
(Milwaukee) officers for 2001 are Pres . Paul
Zientek, VP Don Arndt, and Secy .-Treas .
Bill Carter.
The Wauwatosa Philatelic Society sponsors three annual community events :
TOSAPEX, a public auction, and Stamps for
Kids Night. This year's youth activity is
scheduled for February 27 . The auction will be
held on March 31.
In February, Belle City Stamp Club
(Racine) members viewed the APS slide show
"How to Collect Air Mail Covers ." To
complement the program, the meeting included
a show-and-tell of airmail stamps and covers.
Likewise, the February meeting of our new

American Topical Association Chapter No. 5
(Milwaukee) featured a presentation about
moths and butterflies, with members later
sharing philatelic material related to the topic .
A white elephant show-and-tell was held in
January . Participants brought items that don ' t
fit within their collections, and yet , they are
reluctant to part with them .
Several clubs report devoting their March
meeting to the 2001 WFSC Club Trivia
Contest, the winner of which will be announced on May 5 at the WFSC's Annual
Business Meeting. ■

MILCOPEX '01 will devote 1,000 pages of its
2,500-page exhibition to Irish philately . Other
plans include a 30-dealer bourse, a United
Nations Postal Administration booth , and a
U .S . Postal Service substation.
Wisconsin's only annual national-level show
is sponsored by the Milwaukee Philatelic
Society . The 2001 event will be held September
14-16 at the Family Living Center Building ,
located within the Wisconsin State Fair Park
complex in West Allis .
For an exhibit prospectus and entry form,
write to: MPS, Box 1980, Milwaukee, WI
53201 -1980. Bourse applications are available
from : John Fagan, W140 N7470 Lilly Rd .,
Menomonee Falls, WI 53051 ; 262-251 -0617 .

Diabetes Awareness Stamp
Unveiling Ceremony in
Three Wisconsin Cities
Co-hosts of a special unveiling of the upcoming
Diabetes Awareness stamp are the American
Diabetes Association and three Wisconsin post
offices : Milwaukee , Madison, and Green Bay .
Events will be held in all three cities at 10 a.m.
on Tuesday, March 27, 2001. For further
details, contact the host cities ' main post
offices or your local ADA office .
A printed program, a special cancel , and
possibly a cacheted cover will be available at
the ceremonies . ■

COM£ JOIN US AT

BA YP£ X '01
SATURDAY MARCH 17, 1001
9:30 A.M. - 5:30 P.M.
RAMADA INN
1750 RAMADA WAY, GR££N SAY, WI

ONE DAY ONJ,Yf
sponsored by
Green Bay Philatelic Society
March2001
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Bv Russell White. IV. Walworth County Stamp Club and Wisconsin Postal History Society
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Another Excursion into the
-g ~ Back of the Book

New Zealand: Part 2
Part 1 of this feature on New 'Zealand
revenues appeared in the February issue of
Across the Fence Post.
1931-87 Coat of Arms issue
Original sterling values While no new revenue stamps were
issued during the reign of Edward VII, there
was discussion about the matter in 1911,
shortly after George V became king.
In 1915, H.L. Richardson submitted
designs for both postage stamps (Scott 14564, etc.) and revenue stamps. The original
sketches showed long stamps with a form
factor similar to the previous revenue issues
and with a coat of arms . I am guessing that
costs of the war, scarcity of metal , etc., may
have led to deferring the production of the
revenue stamps.
Based upon designs by Richardson, new
revenue stamp dies were prepared in 1931.
The stamps were of a size similar to those
used for the 1926 2- and 3- shilling postage
stamps (Scott 182-83) and were created using
five different dies or subtypes, one corresponding to each value range. The basic design
was simple: a New Zealand coat of arms in the
center with the value in tablets above and
below the design. Sandwiched between the
tablets and the coat of arms were the words
"NEW ZEALAND STAMP DUTY ."
First type: The first frame type (Figure
1) was used for the original shilling and
pence values. The right margin border
element is a straight vertical. The 1/3 singlecolor, the 2/6, 7/6 and 12/6 values were
issued using this frame type. Incidentally,
for those too young to remember, 2/6 is the
abbreviation for 2 shillings, 6 pence; 2/- is
the abbreviation for 2 shillings, etc .
The 1/3 was later issued in a deeper
orange, as its original lemon yellow color
resembled the 11/- issued in 1940. After
some early confusion in 1939 and 1940,
many of the mixed values were overprinted
to clarify their intended values. At about the
same time, this was also done for the higher
pound values.
Second type: The second frame type
(valuewise) (Figures 2 and 2a) is that used
for the overprinted or multicolor shilling and

4
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Fig. 1 - first type (1931)

Fig. 2a - second type
(1940) multicolored

Fig. 2- second type
overprinted

Fig. 3 - third type (1931-39)
for whole-shilling values

Fig. 4 - fourth type
(1931-39) for wholepound values

Fig. 4a - fourth type
overprinted (1940 or
later)

Fig. 5 - fifth type (1931-39)
for half-pound values

pence values. It was also used for another
group to be mentioned later. The values most
commonly seen are the 1/3 two-color, 3/6,
5/6, 11/- and 22/- (all overprinted) . They
were issued in 1940 primarily for fiscal needs
but were available for postage, although
covers are not common. The side frame is
smaller at the top and bottom and intrudes
into the coat of arms .
Third type: The third frame type (Figure
3) was used for whole-shilling values. The
same general design is used with the left and
right borders having a value tablet in the
center. Border margins are wider at the top
and bottom than the middle where the value
appears. Values using this type of frame
include the 4/-, 5/-, 6/-, 7/-, 8/-, 9/-, 10/-,
15/-, 25/-, 30/- and 35/- (with and without
overprint). Again, for those not familiar with
sterling currency, there were 20 shillings to
the pound, hence the gaps. The 1/-, 2/- and
3/- values were not needed as "regular"
postage stamps were issued in these amounts .
Fourth type: A similar frame type (Figures
4 and 4a) was used for the whole-pound values,
except that the value tablet has been moved to
the top. The center is deflected outwards
compared to the tops and bottoms, like the
whole-shilling values. Stamps issued with this
frame include the £1 to £10 values . Scott only
lists values to 5 pounds, although wrappers of
£6 and £9 values indicate that the higher values
were occasionally used for postage .
Beginning in 1940 or later, the value was
often overprinted on the center of the stamp
(like the mixed-shilling values of 1940), for
the £6 to £10 values.
Fifth type: The fifth frame type (Figure 5)
was only used for three values, the £2/ l 0/-,
£3/10/- and £4/10/-. These values are scarce
used postally and expensive mint, and usually
bear fiscal cancels . The side borders are
vertical ~ ith value tablets at the bottom of the
borders. These half-pound incremental values
were not popular outside of the central
offices, as a 2-pound stamp and a 10-shilling
stamp could be used.
Over JO-pound values: Stamps valued
over 10 pounds (Figure 6) used the chevrontype frame of the multicolor 1/3 value
(Figure 2). Many are punch canceled and
many have the value overprinted. As mentioned before, this was done to avoid confusion as there is a big difference between 30/and 30 pounds .
Values issued include £15, £20, £25, £30,
£35, £40, £45, £50 and even 100-pound
amounts (£100, £200, etc.) and a £1000
stamp. Most are two colors, with a third
where overprinted in black. The set was
printed as needed from 1931 to 1958. Addi-

-----------------------------------■
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printed with a compound perforation 14 x 13½
(Scott AR86a) . One would think the set might
be done, but the need for high-value stamps
continued into decimalization.

Decimal values -

Fig. 6- over JO-pound
values (1931-58)

tional printings may have been made after
1958 but have not been identified.
There was also a custom-value stamp
printed in gold ink, although copies don't
always look gold. It is much taller than the
rest of the set (the same size as earlier sets),
with each custom value overprinted in blue
or black. The one I have is for £4 ,170, a
truly prodigious amount.
Paper and watermarks: The first printing
of all values was done in 1931 on paper
watermarked with a star and NZ (Scott
Wmk . 61) . Specialists separate the printing
into two papers : the first by Cowan (1931),
the second by Wiggen-Teape (1936+ ). Some
1940, and all later printings, include a
multiple NZ and star watermark (Scott
Wmk. 253). All printings from 1931 to 1940
are perforated 14. In 1958, the £1 value was

1967 issue: The decimal values of the
series, listed in Scott as AR102-AR105 , were
primarily used for postage . In 1967, New
Zealand converted from sterling currency to the
decimal system. The basic design of the Coat
of Arms was carried over from the sterling
issues, and the denominations appear in tablets
at the top and bottom
(Figure 7) .
Not only were the
designs and dies
continued, but so too
was the press. Each
set of stamps was
virtually handcrafted,
with sheets singly fed .
Fig. 7 - 1967-87
Perforations were also
decimal values
done using older
machines, five sheets at a time. This, in the day
and age of web-fed monsters that belch out
thousands of sheets an hour!
The series of stamps has only four values,
the $4, $6, $8 and $10, and in the 18 years of
the decimal issues, there were no fewer than

It's not too late to subm;t materi' !

(continued on p. 6)

ON dowN TO TltE MidwEsT's

MARCH
the COMP EX Memorial Day auction.

four paper and two perforation varieties .
Some of these varieties showed up only in the
last days of the issues, so some are difficult
to find in dealers' stocks.
The first stamps, those issued in 1967,
were line perforated 14 and have the multiple
NZ and star watermark sideways. Shortly
afterwards, additional stamps were needed,
so the Government Printing Office produced
another set. For these, and all subsequent
issues, they used a comb perforator . The
difference is more easily seen in blocks of
four, but often perforations near the corners
are erratic in the line perforations, so they
usually can be distinguished singly as well.
The watermark on these stamps is reversed
and sometimes referred to as sideways
inverted. Had these been the only options,
life would have been simple.
1984 reprint: Rumors of the demise of the
Coat of Arms postal fiscals began to surface
in the late 1960s. They grew stronger in the
late 1970s as any fiscal need for stamps had
already been phased out by 1970.
There was strong belief that the Sea
Shells or the Parliament Buildings issues
would become the replacement high-value

LARGEST RETAil STAMP STORE

22::::;,

2001 Auction Schedule
COMPEX
official auction

APS ST AMPSHOW
official auction

CHICAGOPEX
official auction

May 25-27
Forest View Educ. Ctr., Arlington Heights, IL

WES 1 41A01S0N ST
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August 23-26
Stephens Convention Ctr., Rosemont, IL

I

November 16-18
Stephens Convention Ctr., Rosemont, IL

-
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I

www.rdrewsauctions.com

Official APS Auctioneer Since 1995
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& Stamp King Auctions
7139 West Higgins Road, Chicago, IL 60656-1972
1-800-919-BIDS (2437)
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(continued from p. 5)
definitives. The $5 value
issued in 1979 fueled
further speculation, with
the philatelic press
predicting that the $4
postal fiscal and others
imminently would be
replaced. But such was
not to be the case, and it
was later speculated that
worn dies were responsible for not producing
the new $5 as a part of
the Coat of Arms issue. Still, no official
word was received about other pending highvalue definitives .
To solve what appeared to be a short-tenn
need, the $4 Coat of Anns and other values
were reprinted and released in July 1984 . This
new printing had the same watermark orientation as the original line perforated issue, but
with the newer comb perforation.
1987 reprint: In 1985, the G.P.O. announced that a $4 definitive would be released
as part of the new Native Birds series. Again,
the cries of the doomsayers grew, and the
demise of the $4 postal fiscal became apparent
in June 1986 when the G.P.O. announced new
printings of only the $6, $8 and $10 values .
The reprinting came as a surprise to the many
who had been expecting the complete cessation
of the Coat of Arms postal fiscals, plates of
which were showing some wear.
The three stamps were printed on an
unwatermarked chalky surfaced paper with a
faint vertical mesh. A few stamps were printed
with the sheets sideways, yielding a faint
horizontal mesh, examples of which are
exceedingly difficult to find .
Remaining stock of the $4 postal fiscal was
available until sold out, the value having .been
replaced with the Native Birds series stamp .
The three 1987 reprints were also available
until sold out. The $10 Native Birds stamp
appeared in 1989, and the $10 Coat of Arms
type ended shortly thereafter. The $6 sold out
shortly after, and the $8 apparently ran out in
late 1990, the last of a long line of an otherwise
unremarkable set.

Fig . 8 - Cropped cover showing 1950 usage of two 11Ii-pence
emergency issue values for the 3-pence surface rate to the
United States.
Fig. 9 -1964 first -day cover of 7° overprint issued for
Christmas season use. 'Y

COLLINSON & CUNNIIH,HA l,H LTP,.

regular definitives ran out. Numerous covers
exist with these stamps. A large number were
used in multiples because surface rate to the
United States was 3 pence in 1950 and 6 pence
in 1953 .
Another emergency hit during the 1964
Christmas season, so the Coat of Arms issue
was again pressed into service, overprinted "7D
Postage" in black on the reddish background
(Figure 9).

Conclusion
Several catalogs provide more comprehensive infonnation about these issues than does

From Waukesha County Philatelic Society

VIDEO PROGRAM REVIEW
Title: Postal Rarities from the National

Postage Stamp Collection
Source and format: American Philatelic
Research Library (APS) - Slides

Reviewer description: Shows some of the
rarities that are included in the Smithsonian
Institution's collection. Some of our members had mistakenly thought that they would
see some of the rarities of the world, but
content was only those rarities that are in
this particular collection.

Emergency values Two additional values are worthy of note .
They were never valid for revenue use, but
were emergency issues used solely for postage.
The first is the "1 ½ d. Postage" black overprint on carmine background (Figure 8). The
stamps were issued in 1950 and again in 1953
to meet first-class and then second-class
(Christmas card) postage when supplies of
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Scott's . The Stanley Gibbons British Commonwealth Stamp Catalogue provides more detail.
Its Two Reigns catalog for New Zealand
provides more detail yet. The reference that
provides the most detail is the Campbell
Paterson Catalogue of New 'Zealand Stamps.
The Barefoot & Hall British Commonwealth
Revenues catalog lists the sterling issues but
does not list the decimal issues, noting that they
were primarily for postal use .
I strongly urge you to check those stamps
sitting in the back of your book; you just might
find something a bit special. ■

Ratings - J to JO (JO = excellent)
and comments

• Visual quality - 8 (A few of the slides
depicted items that did not show up well or
were extremely heavily canceled.)
• Quality of materials shown - 6 (On
the basis of rarities of the world it was fair

but probably was good on the basis of this
collection .)
• Topic coverage - 9 (It's assumed that
this presentation did a good job of what it
intended to do. Club members enjoyed seeing
it and commented favorably.)
• Clarity of presentation - 9 (No problem with either the slides, the audio, or the
written presentation.)

Other comments: This presentation runs 54
minutes which is long for any slide show,
regardless of the subject. The audio has
pauses between slides and the reader is slow.
In an effort to reduce the time, we did
not use the audiotape but rather had a club
member read the text. We omitted some
lesser interesting paragraphs and read much
faster than the audio . Consequently , we
presented the entire 54-minute program in
30 minutes, and this was about right. It's
suggested that others do the same .
Across the Fence Post

Bv WFSC VP Youth Division MaryAnn Bowman
P.O. Box 1451. Waukesha. WI 53187

Joining with Juniors
Putting Wisconsin's Stamp on History
The Badger History Bulletin, Winter 2000/2001
issue contained an interesting lesson that
Bernard Vanden Berk developed for a fourthgrade class at Valley View Elementary School
in Ashwaubenon . The bulletin is distributed
three times a year to teachers and librarians
throughout Wisconsin. It is published by the
State Historical Society of Wisconsin from the
Offices of School Services .
In Wisconsin, the fourth-grade curriculum
focuses on the state. So it was with this
theme in mind that the lesson was developed .
Students were asked to use a variety of
reference books, textbooks, and other generalinterest books about Wisconsin. By scanning
the texts and using indexes , they were to
generate a list of people and events that were
so important to the history of Wisconsin that
they should be featured on a postage stamp .
(Please note: This was not a reading assignment as such; the skill of scanning and using
an index was being practiced .)
Students identified those names and events
that appeared consistently in their references.
Then, working together in cooperative groups,
the students made a "Top Ten" list of the
names and events they considered most important to the history of Wisconsin .
For each of their 10 choices, they had to
justify their decisions as to why they were
being placed on the list and why they were
being given that particular ranking.
Students were then given the task of determining how closely their picks were to that of
the U.S. Postal Service . Using Scott catalogs,
they verified if stamps of their 10 choices
already existed (again, practicing the skill of
the use of an index.)
For those wanting to take the project a little
further, some additional suggestions include
sharing the guidelines that the U.S. Postal
Service gives to the Citizens' Stamp Advisory
Committee - particularly the 10-year rule ,
although other rules are just as important.
Emphasis on the 10-year rule will help the
children learn that Wisconsin's greats need to
withstand the test of time and not just be the
man/woman of the moment. (This will effecti vely eliminate the sports heroes, etc.)
Another idea might be to have the children
design a stamp for one or more of their
choices. Later, share the actual U.S. stamp
design of the same person or event. Likewise ,
students could create designs for subjects not

already commemorated on postage stamps but
deemed worthy of such honor.
In this particular class, the students learned
that half of the people they selected were
already commemorated on U.S. stamps. They
also felt that two others deserved to be on
stamps . Can you guess who? The answer is at
the end of this article.

This lesson provided a wonderful hands-on
activity for the students and encouraged higher
levels of thinking.
Stamp club leaders could easily adapt the
lesson to fit the needs of their groups . It could
be adapted to a specific time frame in history or
to a particular theme. If you try this activity or
one similar to this, I'd love to hear from you.
And the answer to the above question: The
students thought that Harry Houdini and Black
Hawk should be portrayed on a stamp. And I
have to agree with them! ■

Bv Robert J. Mather. Waukesha Countv Philatelic Society

Dealer Profile:
Dave's Stamps
A familiar face at stamp
shows around the state
is that of dealer Dave
Carney . For 17 years
Dave's Stamps has been
a fixture at just about
every Wisconsin show.
Prior to starting his
own business, Dave
assisted dealer Jim
Johnson . He began
Dave Carney
working with Jim in
1976 because a strong body was needed to lug
boxes of stamps in and out of shows. Serving
as Jim 's helper gave Dave the know-how and
experience necessary to become a successful
dealer himself.
Dave specializes in U.S. material, both
mint and used. He also has some topical and
foreign material and quite a bit of postal
history . In addition to shows, he does some
dealing out of his home in the town of Grand
Rapids just outside of Wisconsin Rapids .
Dave teaches technology education at a high
school in Wisconsin Rapids . For those of us that
haven 't attended school for a while, we called it
"shop" or later, "industrial arts." He coaches
boys basketball and girls volleyball at the school
as well. Dave plans on retiring from teaching in
January 2001 at which time he will move into
the new home he is building in Appleton. Once
he settles in, he plans to devote about three days
a week to selling stamps from his home .
Dave has two adult daughters . One is a
teacher in Madison ; the other is a senior in
college. When asked if either of them are stamp
collectors he replied, "Yes and no. Yes, they
collect rubber stamps. No, they do not collect
paper stamps ."
As a child, Dave became interested in
stamps when a young neighbor showed him his
collection. An uncle heard Dave talking about
the incident and gave him a collection that he

no longer wanted. Dave set the hobby aside
when he entered college. In 1975, he attended
WISCOPEX, which was held at Stevens Point
that year, and the interest was renewed . He
joined the Central Wisconsin Stamp Club
(Stevens Point) that same year and since that
time has served in every club office. He is the
current club president.
Dave now collects U.S. mint and used ,
Ireland, and Wood County postal history . He
started out as a U .S. collector and never did
develop an interest in foreign stamps. (His
Ireland collection developed as a result of his
Irish ancestry .) He has exhibited his Wood
County postal history material and several
years ago won a WISCOPEX Best of Show .
Dave still considers himself as collector
first and dealer later. If he buys an accumulation that contains a piece he can use for his
collection, that is where it goes . The balance
goes into his dealer stock. Dave calls himself a
"collector's dealer" and claims to have a leg up
on many dealers, as he knows how collectors
think and what they want. His dealer stock
includes current used U.S. which many dealers
won't bother with.
From 1983 to 1986, Dave was in a 50-50
partnership in a coin and stamp business . A
woman brought in a sheet of the 13¢ Colorado
Statehood stamps that she had purchased at a
Wisconsin Rapids substation for $6.50 . They
gave her a very good price for the sheet, which
was perforated in only one direction. To this
day, no other sheet of its kind has been found
and they wound up selling it in New York for a
nice profit.
His word of advice to collectors is to collect
for the sake of the hobby and the pleasure it can
provide and not to collect for the sake of what
it's worth. Dave has been a regular ATFP
advertiser and we appreciate his support . If you
are at a show around the state, look him up and
say "Hi." His March show schedule includes
BA YPEX, OUT APEX, and DANEPEX.
Our best wishes for the future go out to
Dave. ■
March2001
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By Ken Grant. Baraboo Stamp Club

A Review of the KrauseMinkus Standard Catalog of
Australia Stamps
1 developed an early interest in polar philately
and began collecting Australian Antarctic
stamps in the mid- l 970s . That interest expanded to Australian stamps about four years
ago . So when I learned that Krause Publications
had released the Krause-Minkus Standard
Catalog of Australia Stamps, 1 had to take a
look to see how this new catalog compared to
the Australia listings in the venerable Scott

Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue.
The attractively designed cover of the
Krause catalog contains a number of bulleted
claims, the first of which is that it "Covers all
commonly collected issues ." As I moved back
and forth from Krause to Scott, 1 found a high
degree of correspondence between the two
catalogs . What seemed the only significant
difference was the absence of Australian states
- New South Wales, Victoria, Queensland,
South Australia , Western Australia, and
Tasmania - in the Krause listing . Scott
precedes the Australia listing with the states,
whereas the Krause volume simply acknowledges their existence.
The Krause catalog also announces that it
contains "Completely updated pricing information." Here, 1 found some interesting
comparisons . Krause indicates that their
prices are for very fine stamps in either mint
never hinged or used condition. Scott prices
most of its pre-1945 listings in both hinged
and never hinged condition.
The 1913 Kangaroo and Map issue provides
at least one surprising difference in pricing . The
Krause catalog lists the 2-pound rose and black
"Roo " (Krause/Minkus 64) at $1920 mint and
$390 used. Scott's price for the same stamp
(Scott 15) is mint hinged $2250 and used $1550
- no never hinged value is listed in Scott though
the other stamps in this issue are priced at roughly
double the value of hinged copies. Since I don 't
have deep enough pockets to buy this classic
issue, I'm not sure which authority to believe .
One thing I don't believe is the Krause claim
that the catalog has "Large, sharp photos ." The
stamp images are slightly smaller than their
Scott counterparts and seem to me to be significantly less sharp. That said, Krause does
illustrate each stamp in a set or series whereas
Scott provides an illustration of only the base
value for many recently issued sets . Overprints,
surcharges, and die types seem to be more
clearly illustrated in the new Krause catalog .
The last bullet on the Krause-Minkus
Standard Catalog of Australia Stamps may
suggest a contradiction in its overall pricing
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At $14 .95 , the Krause catalog offers a
concise and compact alternative to the bulky
Scott Volume 1. Additionally, the last page of
Krause offers a Minkus-Scott cross-reference, a
useful tool should you like to move back and
forth from one catalog to the other. If you
collect Australia, the new Krause publication
will serve as a useful tool to help the collector
identify those stamps from Down Under.
The Krause-Minkus Standard Catalog of

AUSTRALIA
STAMPS

Australia Stamps is available from major
scheme. At the bottom of the front cover, the
catalog claims it "Values stamps in the most
commonly collected conditions ." Given the
discrepancy in value between Krause and Scott
in mint never hinged condition for pre-1945
stamps, 1 suspect that the announcement in its
Introduction that stamps are priced in very fine,
never hinged condition is inaccurate. I hope a
future edition of the catalog will straighten out
this confusion.

bookstores or directly from Krause Publications, Book Department PRMM, 700 E. State
St. , Iola, WI 54990-0001. When ordering from
Krause, remit $14.95 plus $3 .25 for shipping
(Wisconsin residents, add 5.5 percent sales tax;
sale tax requirments of various percentages also
apply to several other states .) Charge-card
customers can order by calling 800-258-0929,
Department PRMM . The catalog additionall y
can be ordered through the Krause Publications
Web site at www .krause.com . ■

70th Annual

Convention, Stamp Show and Bourse
of the

Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs

WISCOPEX 2001
Saturday

Sunday

May5

May6

10am to 6pm

10am to 4pm

SHEBOYGAN AUDITORIUM (ARMORY)

Broughton Drive and Pennsylvania Avenue
on the lakefront
co-hosted by
Sheboygan Stamp Club
Manitowoc Philatelic Society
APS chapter 124
APS chapter 100987
Members of WFSC

DEALERS and EXHIBITS
Junior Exhibits Welcome
FREE ADMISSION • FREE PARKING
For further Information Contact
Sheboygan Stamp Club
P.O. Box 907
Sheboygan, WI 53082-0907
Across the Fence Post

Bv Howard Shaughnessv
Lake County (IL/ Philatelic Societv

SHAUGHNESSY Takes On
. . . by noting the 100th anniversary of the
passing of Queen Victoria of England at age
81. It was during her term back in 1840 that the
first postage stamp was created with her image.
At the time Rowland Hill created the Penny
Black, he went to see Her Majesty and hailed
her. Her reply, "What do you mean coming in
here hailing me, can't you see I'm reigning?"
Listening in on last fall's conversation
between the postmaster general and the postmaster of Interior, SD, population 67:
"Hello , may I speak to the postmaster?"
" Postmaster, here and speaking. Would you
make it short; I have a customer who wants to
buy a stamp."
"Well, this is the PMG in Washington,
D. C., you know the place where all the stamps
originate. I'm happy to inform you that on
February 21, that's in the year 2001, your
office is going to have the first-day of issue
sales not for just one issue, but for three stamps
and a postal card. What do you think of that?"
"Are you crazy? I'm not only the postmaster, I also clean up the place, direct Jost tourists,
sell sodies, maps and other sundries, and you
expect me to sell a bunch of stamps on one day! "
"I thought you 'd be tickled pink in having
the first-day of issue stamps in Interior. Say,
just where is your town located?"
"Sir, we 're so small we ain't even listed in
the Rand McNally. Say , what kind of stamps
are you thinking about issuing?"
"We 'll have one for the bison ... "
"Bison? What ' s that? We've got buffalos
and prairie dogs and ... "
"Bison. That's the correct name for your
buffalos . In addition, we 're doing a Deco Eagle

Speaking of the U.S. Postal Service, their
recent postal bulletin describing the current
domestic rates runs to 324 pages - "Amazing
rates, how sweet it is ... " And those
internationals, groups one to five, and that's
just for letters. Show me a postal clerk who
knows all the rates by heart and I'll show you a
mainframe computer.
See that tiny window of opportunity in the
years 2002 to 2010 where the Citizens Stamp
Advisory Committee selects semipostals? Well,
those semis are charitable organizations with
their pedals to the metal being selected for this
honor. Forget about campaign finance reform,
this is the biggie.
Larry King (yeah, the CNN TV talk show
host, columnist, etc.) is joining the CSAC
along with Liz Torres . She is not a stamp
collector, nor a recognized name; however, she
is, according to her agent, "a woman, a
Hispanic and an actress who will bring a
different dimension to the committee." I think
she's going to help Larry King look in the files

t I:v::::::,

for extinguished Americans who wore suspenders or sombreros.
Hattie Caraway, the first woman elected to
the U.S. Senate and the third subject in the
Distinguished Americans series; sets up an
interesting question: namely, in future years,
will Hillary Clinton as the first woman to be
both a first lady and an elected senator have
postal paper for her? I suggest that since Bill
will get his as a departed prexie, their issue be
tete-beche. (I don't know the French term for
posterior to posterior.) ■

CLOSED ALBUM - DOROTHY REPINE
Dorothy Repine , longtime member of the
Oshkosh Philatelic Society, died on December 22, 2000, at age 84.
Dorothy specialized in British postal
history, and from the early 1960s to the
mid-1970s, she regularly exhibited her
collection at WISCOPEX.
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Saturday,, !«arch 24
9 a.m~ · 5 p.m.

Madison Turners Hall
3001 So. Stoughton Rd.
(Hwy. 51 service road off Pflaum Rd.)

Southeast Side · Madison, WI
i

"Deco Eagle? No Indian chief by that name
around these parts. "
"No, deco is an artistic style, popular back
in the 1930s. Then we ' ll have another for
George ... "
"Bush? Heck, he hasn't been elected yet.
Do you folks know something we don't?"
"George WASHINGTON, the first president. He's been on a lot of our stamps as you
know . Finally, we're doing a postal card of the
Badlands , the national park just down the road
from you."
"The Badlands. Heck, you should issue all
these stamps out of the Wall Drug Store in
Wall. They could handle it. They own most of
the town. "
"Wall Drug . Oh yes, there's a billboard
advertising it just outside the beltway . Say, you
might have a good thought there. Let me get
back to you."

· Judged Philatelic Exhibits
(exhibits by club members)

I

· 16 Dealers
· U.S. Postal Service Station
· Door Prizes
· Youth Activities Booth and
Free Stamps for Kids
· Free Admission/Parking
• Handicap Accessible
· Special Show Cover and Cancel
commemorating the Wisconsin Capitol
Building restoration
Sponsored by Badger Stamp Club
For more information call 608-829·2988; e-mail m~psp@chorus.net
March2001
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Unsolicited articles for ATFP
always welcome!

01-10-200 I Cover Story
George Cook, WFSC
member-at-large, was
at it again creating a
date cover using stamp
denominations to
replicate the cancel
date. This time he was
after January 10, 2001.
As shown on the
upper illustration,
however, his first try
proved to be a disappointment. When the
clerk at his local post
office in Ames, IA,
struck the cover, it was
discovered that the
handstamp hadn't yet been
updated from 2000 to 2001.
George did succeed,
though, after a frenzied trip
back home to prepare
another cover and return to
the post office before
closing time. The handstamp
date, of course, had been
corrected. ■

Space for your reduced
business card ad here
Just send your card - we'll handle
the reduction details (2 1/4'' x 11/4")
$2.50 per insertion (commercial)
$2.00 per insertion (WFSC club discount rate)
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Austria
Switzerland
Liechtenstein
Canada
Baltic & Former Soviet
Union Countries

First Sunday of the Month - at
Sokol-Tabor Hall, 6630 W. 16th St.
Berwyn, IL

Please Patronize our ATFP Advertisers! Tell them you
saw their ads in the WFSC newsletter.
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MARSHALL IS., MICRONESIA, PALAU, DISNEY
CWS, HARRIS, MINKUS, SCOTT, & MORE

RFW ST AMPS & SUPPLIES
NEW ISSUE SERVICE -

STAMP COLLECTING SUPPLIES

DICK WESTERLING
763/545-6655
Email: rtwstamps@onrampinc .net
OFFICE HOURS BY APPOINTMENT
765 WINDEMERE DRIVE

PLYMOUTH, MN. 55441-5853

jleoee·s
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Jim & Renee Seiler
P.O. Box 247
Reedsville, WI 54230-0247
Ph (920) 772-4297
e-mail reneestamp@webtv.net

JADECO Stamp & Hobby
J.D. Manville• Games People Play
833 Clark Street • P.O. Box 845
.,,,.""""""""• Stevens Point, WI 54481

(715) 344-3553 Store
(715) 341-1111 Home
jadeco@g2a.net
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FAIRLAKES PHILATELICS
THOMAS E. GUNTHER
LOIS GUNTHER

1355 OAK BEACH DRIVE
FAIRMONT, MINNESOTA 56031
STAMPS BOUGHT, SOLD AND APPRAISED

email: fairlake @frontiernet.net (507) 238-1397
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DAVID ALDRICH
STAMPS

DENNIS R. LEMKE
(608) 831-1277

Stamps - Co~ers - Postcards
Want Lists Welcomed
Specializing in U.S.
DAVE'S SrAMPS
P.O.Boxu:u

Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495,1122
Dave Carney, APS, WPHS
email:
715-424-3339

,muy@ch1rt1r.net

P.O. Box 513
Arlington Heights, IL 60006
(847) 253-0085

PLAINEX
STAMPS
(Carl & Phyllis)

Handling• Germany & Colonies
• Great Britain & Colonies
• Japan
• Switzerland
• Most other major European countries
Recuperating from a
broken hip . Show
plans canceled until
further notice.
-Carl-

P.O. Box #6
Des Plaines, IL 60016
(847) 827-3589
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