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Greetings Stamp First-day
Festivities at Madison
The U.S. Postal Service's Greetings From
America issue will be released nationwide on
April 4. The issue is a pane of 50 that includes
a stamp representing each state .
Although New York City is designated as
the primary first-day site, each state is also
planning a first-day ceremony for its own
stamp. The state ceremonies will be held at
respective capital cities with the USPS providing a pictorial First Day of Issue common
cancel for the official events .
Madison Post Office officials and the
Governor's Office are involved with plans for
Wisconsin 's first-day festivities. The April 4
ceremony will be held at 11 a.m. at the Capitol
Building in Madison. A USPS substation will
sell the SO-stamp Greetings From America panes
and apply the Madison, WI, first-day cancel.
Further details regarding the ceremony program
were not available at the time of this writing .
Other Wisconsin cities are also planning
events in conjunction with the issue. To date,
known locales are Green Bay and Milwaukee,
which have appl ied for special cancels . Watch
your local newspapers fo r announcements of
events in your area.
For further information about the Madison,
WI , event , contact: Pamela Meehan-Smith at
the Madison Post Office, 608-246-1282,
pmeehans@email. usps. gov . ■

ATFP Page Sponsorships
Many thanks to the Waukesha County Philatelic
Society for its generous support and fo r
initiating the page-sponsorship program . WCPS

WFSC Announcements
WISCONSIN GREETINGS STAMP FDC AVAILABLE
The WFSC will
.
·A1
1
produce a first-day
~
i
cover for the
Wisconsin Greet~
ings stamp, to be
•.~.-~,.~A.
J
issued on April 4.
Covers will include
the USPS capital
cities common firstday cancel. Jay
Bigalke designed
the WFSC 's
multicolored cachet.
To order by
mail, send $3 each to: MaryAnn Bowman, P.O. Box 1451, Waukesha, WI 53187. Make checks
payable to the WFSC and include a SASE.
.,..._......,. ,._..-..,.,,v...,, , ✓ v,~•-
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DWANE KAPLENK NEW ATFP AD
MANAGER
WFSC President Al Marcus has appointed
Dwane Kaplenk to serve as the WFSC newsletter advertising manager. Dwane is a member of
several WFSC clubs. He is a former WFSC
Southwest Region VP and proprietor of Rock
Aires Collectables, located in Rockford, IL.
Dwane can be contacted at: P.O. Box 2301,
Rockford, IL 61131 - phone 815-398-0813,
rockaires@xta.com .

(more announcements on p. 8)
funds for the sponsorship came from proceeds
of its annual donation auction.
To become an ATFP page sponso r, send $25
per issue to : Karen Weigt, Editor, ATFP, 4184
Rose Ct. , Middleton, WI 53562.

This page sponsored by the

WAUKESHA COUNTY PHILATELIC SOCIETY
raperty of
American Phlletelic Reffearch Library
P. 0. Box 8000
State College, PA 16803
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Show Calendar and Registry
List your show, bourse, auction or event
~

FREE for WFSC member-club shows non-members and all other events

classified rates for

March 2-3

March 9-10

March 16

March 23

STAMPFEST '02
sponsored by Milwaukee Philatelic Society
St. Aloysius Gonzaga Hall
1435 So. 92nd St., West Allis
(Contact: Roger Szymanski, MPS, P.O.
Box 1980, Milwaukee, WI mo I 414-744-6640) (3/01)

WISCOPEX '02 & ROCKFORD '02
hosted by Rockford Stamp Club
forest Hills Lodge, 9500 Forest Hills
Rd., Rockford, IL (Contact: Dwane
Kaplenk, P.O. Box 2301, Rockford, IL
61131 - 815-398-0813, rodcaires@xta.com)

STAMP AND COIN FAIR (bourse)
Wisconsin Valley Philatelic Society
Saturday IO a.m. • 4 p.m.
Cedar Creek Outlet Mall, IO IO I Market
Rd., Rothschild (Exit 185 Business 51
Rothschild) (Contact: Jim Johnson,
715-359-4326) (3/02)

BAYPEX '02
Green Bay Philatelic Society
Ramada Inn Green Bay, 2750 Ramada
Way, Green Bay (Contact: Gordy Lindner,
1002 Amberly Tr., Green Bay, WI 54311
- 920-465-6692)

April 6

April 13

April 20

June 15-16

DANEPEX '02
Badger Stamp Club
Madison Turners Hall, 300 I So.
Stoughton Rd., Madison (Contact: John
Pare, 7834 E. Oakbrook Cir.• Madison.
WI 53717 - 608-829-2988,
msjpsp@chorus.net)

OUTAPEX '02
Outagamie Philatelic Society
Columbus Club, 253 I N. Richmond St.,
Appleton (Contact: Al Marcus,
P.O. Box 11 , Appleton, WI 54912)

· SHEBOYGAN STAMP & COIN SHOW
Sheboygan Stamp Club
Sheboygan Armory, 516 Broughton Dr..
Sheboygan (Contact Edwin Rautmann,
P.O. Box 907, Sheboygan, WI 53082 920-452-0054, keppert@bytehead.com)

21st ANNUAL SHOW
Northwoods Stamp and Coin Club
James Williams Junior High School
915 Acacia Ln., Rhinelander
Sat. IO a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun. IO a.m.-4 p.m.
(Contact: Larry Marten, 3295 Hancock Lake
Rd., Harshaw, WI 54S29 - 715-282-5636)

June 22-23

April 26-27, 2003

TRI-PEX '02
Italian Amer. Stamp Club, North Shore
Phil. Soc., Polish Amer. Stamp Club
St. Aloysius Gonzaga Hall, 1435 So. 92nd St.,
West Allis (Contact: Robert Henak, NSPS,
P.O. Box 17832, Milwaukee, WI 53217
- 414-351-1519)

WISCOPEX '03
hosted by Outagamie Philatelic Society
Fox Valley Lutheran High School, 5300
N. Meade St., Appleton (Contact: Al
Marcus, P.O. Box 11 , Appleton, WI
54912 - 920-725-0798,
maryj@vbe.com)
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ACROSS THE FENCE POST is the official publication
of the Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs, Inc., a

50l(c~(3) non-profit organization and life met~ber of the
APS smce 1953. for WFSC membershtp 111fonnat1on, contact
the Central Office.

ATFP is published monthly Sept.-Apr.; bimonthly May-Aug. News
of Wisconsin collectors, club news and gratis original articles related to
philately are welcomed. The editor accepts submissions in any format,
but reserves the right to make minor editing changes to conform with
our style sheet. Material not carrying an individual copy right notice

may be reproduced only by not-for-profit organizat ions, provided the
author(s) and publ ication receive credit fo r any reprinted material.
Unless explicitly stated by an officer in conjunction with official WFSC
business, opinions expressed by individual authors are not necessarily endorsed
by the WFSC.
Submission deadlines are for the month preceding month of
publication as follows: advertising-1 st of the month; editorial
matter-5th of the month. Send editorial matter, stamp show calendar
and cover listings, and ads to: Karen Weigl, Editor, ATFP, 4184 Rose
Ct. , Middleton, WI 53562 - phone 608-836-1509, karenweigt@cs.com.
Send ads to: Dwane Kaplenk, Advertising Manager, ATFP, P.O. Box
230 1, Rockford, IL 61131 - phone 815-398-0813, rockaires@xta.com .
For a complete list of advertising rates and policies (display. classified
and listings), see the July-August 2000 issue of ATFP, or req uest a
copy from the advertising manager.
Across the Fence Post

Club News
CLAUDE GIRALTE HONORED BY
MILWAUKEE-AREA CLUBS
By WFSC Secy. Karen Weigt
4184 Rose Ct. , Middleton, WI 53562
Three cheers for the Wisconsin Valley Philatelic Society (Wausau) for recognizing a
problem and taking action. In 1998, the group
implemented the first of two changes in an
attempt to bring its dw indling meeting attendance back up to par and increase member
participation .
I reported the WVPS's "stamps first "
policy some time ago, whereby the business
meeting/a/lows buy/sell/trade and fellowship
activities. The second change was initiated in
early 2000, when a comm ittee was formed to
plan an educational program or special activity
for every meeting .
In reading Stamping Around Wausau, the
WVPS newsletter, I detected some doubts
about the committee's ability to unearth more
than just a handful of members who would be
willing to present a program . Not so. In fact, it
appears that participation has evolved to a point
where the committee is now able to plan ahead
with a year 's worth of programs at a time .
Membership numbers are heading back up,
too , and 1 suspect it is due to WVPS's determination and willingness to make some changes.
Here 's a snapshot of some of the WVPS
meeting programs that would entice any
potential new membe r to offer dues:

Stamps - Covers - Postcards
Want Lish Welcomed
Specializing in U.S.
DAVE'S STAMPS
P.O.Boxss
Kimberly, WI 54136-00SS
Dave Carnev, APS, WPHS
emai l: new address
920-687-5677
to be announced

JADECO Stamp & Hobby
J.D. Manville• Games People Play
833 Clark Street • P.O. Box 845
Stevens Point, WI 54481

"'""'=""""""

(715) 341-5555 Store
(715) 341-1111 Home
(715) 498-1111 Cell
jadeco@g2a.net

Space for your reduced
business card ad here
Just send your card - we'll handle the
reduction details (2 1/4" x 11/4")
$2.50 per insertion (commercial)
$2.00 per insertion (WFSC club discount rate)

• watermark detection
• collecting plate number coils
• trade session of U.S. 20¢, 22¢ and 25¢
issues
• auction
• hands-on session devoted to solving the
mysteries of the Washington-Franklin heads
• American Philatelic Society slide show
• 5¢ per stamp sales from collections
donated to the club
• clothesline exhibits
• tour of Cedar Creek USPS distribution
facil ity (to be confirmed)
The WVPS also sponsors an annual picnic
and a holiday party.

What others are doing
In February, members of the Belle City
Stamp Club (Racine) learned about philatelic
auctions on eBay. The program was presented
with a laptop computer and connection to the
eBay website.
Wauwatosa Philatelic Society officers
serving for a two-year term that started in
January 2002 are: Pres . Doug Van Beek, VP
Joel Haberlin, Secy . Nada Bevic, and Treas.
John Fagan . The club held a stamp bucks
auction in February . The WPS 's annual public
auction is scheduled for March 19. ■

Milwaukee-area clubs wi ll
hold their I 6th annual
Distinguished Philatelist
Appreciation Dinner on
March 17, 2002.
This year's honoree is
Claude Giralte, member
of the Milwaukee Philatelic Society, Kettle
Moraine Coin and Stamp Club, Wauwatosa
Philatelic Society, and American Topical
Association Chapter V . Claude will be honored
for visibly and repeatedly demonstrating an
interest in stamp collecting as well as working
to develop interest and enjoyment of the hobby
for others .
The 2002 event is hosted by the American
Air Mail Society , General Billy Mitchell
Chapter, with Fay Heller chairing the Advisory Committee.

New Monroe Stamp and
Postcard Club Changes
Meeting Date
Meetings are now being held the second
Thursday of each month at 7 p.m. at the
Monroe Middle School, 1510 13th Street,
Monroe, WI (use south/back door entrance) .
For further information, contact Earl Button
of Monroe. His daytime phone is 608-3288960, evenings 608-328-2827; e-mail
button@scdatacenter.com. ■

COM£ JOIN VS AT

BAYP£X'Ol
SATURDAY. MARCH 23
9:30 A.M. - 5:30 P.M.
RAMADA INN
2750 RAMADA WAY, GR££N BAY, WI

ONE DAY ONLY/
sponsored by
Green Bay Philatelic Society
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By Gregg Greenwald. Central Wisconsin Stamp Club

U.S. First-Issue

eve
nue
Stam psPart2
Parr 1 of this feature appeared in the
February issue of ATFP.
Cancellations
Generally speaking, stamps had to be
canceled with the date and initials of the
person performing the cancellation. For
large firms , it was economical to have
handstamps made with the name of the firm
and an adjustable date. Many firms that
dealt in proprietary anicles had sheets of
stamps precanceled. The Scott Specialized

Catalogue of United States Stamps and
Covers makes note that its prices are for
stamps canceled with pen and ink.
Handstamped cancels sell for more, and
printed cancellations are scarce.
Proprietary stamps could also be canceled
with just a straight pen stroke. This was
allowed because Proprietary stamps were
meant to be destroyed when the article on
which they were placed was opened.
Some collectors have made impressive
topical collections of the cancels found on
first-issue revenue stamps. There are railroad
cancels. oil company cancels, and drug
company cancels. Many different colors of
handstamped cancels also exist - including
blue, red, green, and black.
Sometime around 1870, handstamped
cancels came into use that broke the paper in
a series of dashed lines that resemble
> > > >. These are commonly called
herringbone cancels . Herringbone cancels,
punched cancels, and other types that break
the surface of the paper sell for less .
Condition
It must be remembered that the firstissue revenues were introduced in 1862.
Perforating was not an exact science and , just
as their contemporary postage issues, many
of the stamps are poorly perforated . Butler &
Carpenter (later Joseph R. Carpenter) was
paid by the number of stamps delivered, not
by the centering of the stamps delivered.
Therefore, the vast majority of stamps found
are off-center . Four-margin perforated

4

copies can be quite scarce
for many of the issues .
The documentary
issues were placed on
receipts, bonds, mortgages, and other legal
papers. These documents
were often folded before
they were filed . Someprinted cancel
times, because of the sheer
size of the higher denominated stamps, the folds
EXAMPLES
affected the stamps that
OF
TYPES OF
were affixed to the
CANCELS
documents. Also note that
the paper of the 1860s to
which stamps were affixed, and even the ink
used for cancellations, could be highly acidic.
Many Proprietary and Playing Card
stamps were folded over the openings of the
taxed item. Thus, creases and tears are
common among such issues. The best example
of attrition is the 6¢ Proprietary. While the
print quantity was just under 90,000, few
examples remain today, and all of those are
faulty. Scott even places a note below the
listing stating that nearly all copies are faulty
and poorly centered.
Caveat Emptor!
Experience has taught me that there are
several things to look for when buying firstissue revenue stamps. Prices in the catalog
are for copies with very fine centering and
without faults. The majority of the stamps are
poorly centered. Faults abound. Short perforations , pinholes, creases, repaired tears and
thins are common. Many of these faults are
not described , so always be careful and
thoroughly inspect the stamps before making
any purchases . Certainly , album spaces can be
filled with such items, but make sure the
price is appropriate.
Imperforate and part-perforate issues are
extremely dangerous. For example, a good
number of items being offered for sale online at
eBay and the APS StampStore are not verifi-

hands/amp

proprietary-type
mute cancel

circular handstamp

able . They may
actually be what
they purport to be,
but they could also
be examples where
the perforations
have been clipped
off. It is just too
hard to tell.
Multiples, of
course, can offer
proof, but are
difficult to find for
punch cancel
sale, especially in
good condition.
By no means am I an expert, but I am
comfortable buying singles of the imperforate
and part-perforate issues . I make it a point to
avoid stamps that are questionable . I also
make it a point to get expert certificates on
any imperforate and part-perforate stamps I
buy with a catalog value over $100. If the
seller does not agree with those terms , I will
not buy the stamp.
Silk issues are also some of the most
misidentified stamps . Silk fibers mu st be
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present in the paper of the stamp itself and
are rarely longer than one millimeter. Dirt
and other surface-clinging debris found on
the back of the stamp do not qualify . Many
of the silk paper varieties in my collection
actually have silk fibers under the ink on the
front of the stamp.
I feel it is wise to get certificates on any
of the first-iss ue stamps that have a high
catalog value . Perforated copies of the $1
Mortgage (catalog value of $175 perforated ,
$20 imperforate) can be created from

CLOSED ALBUMS WILLIAM "JIM" MAHER
DANIEL "REVENUE" RHOADES
JIM SEILER

imperforate copies . The $20 Probate of Will
are extremely scarce in sound condition . The
2¢ Bank Check on silk paper (catalog value
$250 versus 25¢ on old paper) is another
example where a certificate is a must. If you
are spending money on a copy of these stamps,
be sure to get an expert opinion. It is well
worth the investment!
Additional Information
There are several excellent sources of
information on first-issue revenues, all of
which were used to compile this article. The

introduction found in Scott contains good
starting information . An Historical Reference
list of the Revenue Stamps of the United
States, by Toppan, Deats and Holland (better
known as The Boston Revenue Book) is an
excellent historical reference. The Revenue
Stamps of the United States, by Christopher

West also contains valuable information .
Finally, The American Revenuer, organ of
the American Revenue Association, has
countless articles on collecting the first
issues. I would be happy to recommend
anyone for membership. ■

Stars and Stamps Forever
A Ken Coakley Green Bay Philatelic Society Way-out Topical
Contest entry (September 2001) .

On February 2, 2002, William "Jim"
Maher died of a sudden heart attack. The
incident occurred while he was on a trip to
New York City .
Jim was very active in the WFSC
administration . He served on the Finance
Committee, Hall of Fame Committee, and
Judging Committee.
He was a member of the Milwaukee and
the Waukesha County Philatelic societies .
He was the current vice president of the
Wisconsin Postal History Society .
He was also a certified WFSC judge. As
an exhibitor, his collection of Irish philately
garnered many national-level awards.
Jim was inducted into the Wisconsin
Philatelic Hall of Fame in 1990 .

USA

22

star-spangled banners

•
Former WFSC President Dan "Revenue"
Rhoades died December 29, 2001. As his
nickname implies, Dan specialized in the
field of revenue stamps both as a collector
and dealer. Due to ill health, he sold the
business in 2000 .
Dan was a longtime member of the
Milwaukee Philatelic Society. He served as
the WFSC's Southeast Region VP from 197578 and assumed the presidency for the 198183 term. Dan was an American Philatelic
Society judge and a certified WFSC judge .

Hollywood stars

•
Jim Seiler passed away on January 17,
2002 . He had been receiving chemotherapy
at the time of his death .
Jim was a member of the Sheboygan
Stamp Club and the Manitowoc Philatelic
Society. He assisted the WFSC by serving
as ATFP advertising manager.
Many Wisconsin philatelists knew Jim
and his wife, Renee, as proprietors of
Renee 's Stamps . In 1996, the Seilers recei ved
the WFSC Dealer Recognition Award .
Across the Fence Post

gold star

big star

star of Bethlehem

little stars

dog star

star of David
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By Brian J. Liedtke. WFSC VP South Central
Region: Member. Waukesha County Phil. Soc.

A Review of the 2002 KrauseMinkus Standard Catalog of
U.S. Stamps
The fifth edition
(2002) of the
Krause-Minkus
Standard Catalog of U.S.
Stamps is an
impressive
value. Selfdescribed as
"America's most
helpful catalog,"
it is chockful of
detail drawings, enlarged stamp images, charts ,
and narrative. Each stamp is introduced by a
summary of the stamp subject (often including
historical trivia) or the purpose of the issue.
Signature Krause-Minkus features are:
• split listings of regular and commemorative issues
• strict chronological order by issue date
• the non-conventional Minkus catalog
numbers
• specialized "Decoding the Catalog"
studies
The layout is fresh, uncluttered and generally readable with usually five to 10 listings per
page . The typeface is surprisingly large.
Illustrations_are well done, with only a few
blurred, grainy images still needing replacement. Besides the usual color, perforation and
denomination, most listings include quantities
released, designer, format, printing method,
printing press or company, and source of the
artwork. Catalog values are given in fine-tovery-fine condition to 1939 and in very fine
condition to date.
In our hobby dominated by Scott catalog
numbers, the Minkus numbers on each page
seem odd and unfamiliar. The publisher offers
a mail-in card to receive a Minkus-Scott crossreference. It is possible to ignore the Minkus
number, identify by image instead, and concentrate on the listing details and the many helpful
collateral features .
Numbering the
1847s as No. 1 and
No . 2 obviously
causes no problem .
But references to the
3¢ Liberty of 1954
as Minkus 573 (not
Scott 103 5) take
Minkus 573 I Scott 1035
some practice. The
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• $3 Challenger microprinted year dates
non-conventional number is less noticeable in
1995 and 1996
the back-of-the-book sections where collectors
have less to page through.
• 33¢ Reindeer gold border thickness
Regular issues and commemorative
varieties
listings are split and listed in issue order.
• 60¢ Rickenbacker 1995 year-date size
Listing the classic issues in chronological
Seeming a breakthrough in U.S. stamp
order is fine but this complicates the Americollecting are the charts identifying the specialcana, Great Americans, and Transportation
ized varieties of the Washington-Franklin,
definitive sets. The face-different designs
Great Americans and Transportation issues.
were released over a number of years (not the
Have a W-F 2-center? Start by measuring the
whole set on one date) .
perforations. Each possible watermark, printing
The Americana set is not listed in denomimethod and frame style is charted to give the
nation order from 1¢ to $5 , rather in issue-date
exact catalog number.
order starting with the
9¢ Capitol Dome.
The non-conventional Minkus
The Great Americatalog numbers, however, become
cans debuted in 1980
with the release of the
more confusing with each layer of
19¢ Sequoyah, not the
specialization. An example is the
1¢ Dix (issued Sepfourth 23¢ Mary Cassatt variety, with
tember 23, 1983). The
a Minkus number of "91 Sz Ipzs."
five chronological
listings after Sequoyah are
The Great Americans and Transportation
the 1981 rate-change issues: (B)
series
charts are even more fun with varieties
nondenominated Eagle , 18¢ "amber waves of
of
perforations,
gum, and tagging .
grain, " and 18¢ "purple mountain majesties."
Minkus catalog
The
non-conventional
Three pages later we get the second Great
numbers,
however,
become
more confusing
Americans item (18¢ George Mason issued
with
each
layer
of
specialization.
An example
May 7, 1981) .
is
the
fourth
23¢
Mary
Cassatt
variety
, with a
Christmas stamps are dispersed among the
Minkus number of "9 15zlpzs. " This is a
regular issues, further mixing up the flow of
bizarre abbreviation for shiny gum,
definitive sets. Oddly, Love stamps are not to
phosphored
paper. I searched in vain for a key
be found until the commemorative section. The
to
the
subletters.
I think "n" is for pane, "z"
holiday stamps of Kwanzaa, Hanukkah, Eid ,
is
for
overall
tagging,
and "v" is for variety .
etc., are also listed as commemoratives,
You'll
have
to
figure
out
the other subletters
although the U.S. Postal Service promises to
used
in
the
catalog.
re-release the same design with each future rate
Inconsistencies plague the treatment of
increase (a characteristic seen more often with
modern uncut press sheets. The first full
definitives like the F-rate Flower stamps and
printing sheets sold were the 1994 Legends of
the variously colored Rose self-adhesives).
the West, for which the catalog has a footnote ,
"available to collectors in full six-pane printing
sheets." Some press sheets are assigned a
catalog value ($125 for the Legends sheet).
Some releases are ignored entire! y.
Take the Celebrate the Century press sheets
as an example. The 1970s sheet is not mentioned. The 1980s version is listed as a sheet of
four but is not priced. The 1990s sheet is listed
and priced at $10, which must be a typographiThe catalog features a chart for identifiying
cal error, because the 1990s pane of 15 is also
Washington-Franklin head varieties.
priced at $10.
Most delightful are the ubiquitous "DecodUnfortunately, inconsistencies continue.
ing the Catalog" studies and other charts and
The catalog uses a footnote to acknowledge the
diagrams of enlarged stamp detail. The special
existence of press sheets of the 1999 Aquarium
treatment starts with 1847 and 1851 types,
Fish issue . The next commemorative listing is
continuing with Banknote types and including
the 1999 Extreme Sports, for which the Postal
an eye-catching write-up on the 15¢ Oliver
Service also made available uncut press sheets.
Holmes redrawn necktie variety.
It is ignored in the catalog , as are the press
The catalog has a watchful eye on brand
sheets sold for the 1999 James Cagney and
new issues, which are done particularly well:
1999 All Aboard! issues on the next page.
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This large 744-page volume is split roughly
in half. The first 400 pages contain the regu lar
and commemorative listings. The second half is
devoted to an extensive array of back-of-the
book issues . Each section starts with a helpful
introduction noting the origin, postal purpose
and printing detail. Noteworthy is the envelope
and wrappers introduction which features
detailed illustrations of the watermarks that
help make the early envelopes such a puzzle.
Making a debut in this fifth edition are
booklets, test stamps, and a basis listing of the
"makeshift" MDI vending booklets of the midI 990s. The fascinating splash of test stamp/
dummy stamp sheets, coils, and booklets is the
most complete cataloging available anywhere.
Many of the illustrated dummy stamp designs
are quite unfamiliar to U.S. collectors.
The catalog rounds out with a listing of
eight U.S . territories and protectorates: Canal
Zone, Cuba, Danish West Indies, Guam,

Hawaii, Philippines, Puerto Rico, and Ryukyu
Islands. The AMG (Allied Military Government) section is new. The last few pages
remind the user of Krause's numismatic
publishing origins: Stamps Used as Money.
This fresh volume is an extremely helpful
collecting tool. For those collectors who haven't
purchased a U.S. catalog in a few years, I
highly recommend giving this one a try .
It is available through philatelic literature
and supply dealers and directly from Krause
Publications, Book Department PR0l, P.O.
Box 5009, Iola, WI 54945-5009. When ordering from Krause, rem it $25.95 plus $4 for
shipping (Wisconsin residents, add 5 .5 percent
sales tax; sales tax requirements of various
percentages also apply to several other states).
Charge-card customers can order by calling
800-258-0929. The catalog additionally can be
ordered through the Krause Publications
website at www.krausebooks.com. ■

By WFSC VP Youth Division MaryAnn Bowman
P.O. Box 1451. Waukesha. WI 53187

Joining with Juniors
Greetings From America
The upcoming release of the Greetings From
America stamps can provide a number of
creative ways to enhance learning about all 50
of our states, a geographic region, or even one
specific state . This month, I will explore some
ideas that you might want to consider using
with your young stamp collectors.
A popular youth activity is to draw a
cachet on an envelope and submit it for a firstday cancellation. Try this instead. Create a
fold-out postcard pack of scenes from the state
of your choice. There are several ways to
accomplish this, and the kids can work
individually or in groups.
Use four unlined 4-by-6-inch white file
cards taped side by side , or cut a sheet of white
construction paper in half horizontally and tape
the two strips together. Fold the strip accordion
style into four sections. Open the folded paper
and place it on a flat surface so that it forms
two peaks (like the letter "M").
If desired, a case can be created for the
postcards. Measure the size of one of the
postcards. Cut a cover from the folded edge
of a manila file folder. This will become the
case into which the postcards are inserted.
(Two cases can be made from one file
folder.) Use a glue stick to attach the left
rectangle to the underside of the manila
folder, leaving three postcards to tumble out
in a cascading fashion.

Have the children choose three different
scenes to represent their states, coloring one on
each of the remaining three sections (postcards). You may want the kids to color the
postcards before gluing them into their cases.
Instead of coloring, illustrations such as those
found in travel brochures could be used.
Address the outside case and perhaps even
add another illustration on the cover of the
postcard pack. Affix the appropriate Greetings
From America stamp and send for the firstday cancellation.
Try a compare-and-contrast activity, a skill
taught and reinforced in the elementary class
setting. Find or borrow some picture postcards
of the large greetings type. Begin your activity
by querying the youngsters as to what images,
symbols, landmarks, etc., of a particular state
might be incorporated into the stamp design.
Make a listing of their suggestions . Then show
them the related stamp design.
Explain that the stamps are reminiscent of
a bygone era when postcards were used to
send greetings back home to non-vacationing
friends and relatives. Then bring out the
picture post cards that you have managed to
obtain. Use this opportunity to look at the
similarities and differences between the stamp
designs and the postcards. This can be done
orally with a small group. In a larger educational setting, a teacher might prefer to have
the students create a Venn diagram or write
compare-and-contrast paragraphs . ■

By Howard Shaughnessy
Lake County (IL) Philatelic Society

SHAUGHNESSY Takes On
This is the Winter of our Discontent as opposed
to those contented cows who gave/give milk for
Carnation canned milk. While the milk was
irradiated, there is a big flap brewing about
irradiated mail, a process our U.S . Postal
Service hopes to put into place in the near future .
Mail is to be zapped to eradicate any traces
of anthrax spores that may be present. If all
mail is irradiated, stamp dealers, collectors, as
well as many other vendors who send their
products through the mailstream will no longer
be able to do so with the assurance that when it
arrives at its destination it will be in the same
pristine condition as when it left.
The machinery for nuking mail has been
ordered - in use now in the Washington, D.C.
area - however, the word is that very short
folks need not worry. "Gnome patrons" to their
local post offices will get a pass. Oh, it's
KNOWN patrons. If you just drop mail into a
postal box it will be zapped. Stamp collectors
will soon be on fi rst-name basis with the staffs
of their local post offices. "Hi there, it 's me
again mailing stamps."
On June 30, the price for semipostals will
go to 45¢ from the present 40¢. I wonder
when further price increases will tum them
into full postals?
The USPS announced that advertising mail
volume "slumped" with 2.2 BILLION less
pieces mailed last year. Funny, I noticed no
drop in the ad mail I received. Total mail
volume for first quarter of the current fiscal
year was 2.8 billion pieces below the same
period of the previous year, creating a host of
new words they need to learn: "decline,"
"slump," "dropped," "bleak," "fell," and
"borrow" - this last word from the U.S.
Treasury, where the USPS is bumping up
against its $15 billion debt ceiling . Wouldn 't it
be nice to be able to borrow money for your
stamp collection?
If you turned 34 years old on February 8,
the USPS issued its Happy Birthday stamp for
you, complete with your new age. As for this
writer, even if the first-class rate was doubled,
it still wouldn't reach
my present age. You 34
> ',>·· ·
young· uns are fortunate.
Note: My comment
on the Irving Berlin
stamp (January 2002,
p. 5) should have
read, "Yank this
doodle, it's NOT a
dandy. " Sorry about
the missing "knot. " ■
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WFSC Announcements (continued)
A THANK-YOU TO • Gennany Philatelic Society (Chptr. 18)
• Milwaukee Philatelic Society
• North Shore Philatelic Society of Milwaukee
• Wauwatosa Philatelic Society
The WFSC greatly appreciates your cash
donations submitted with 2002 dues!
JAY BIGALKE APPOINTED TO WFSC
WISCONSIN STAMP SUGGESTION
COMMITTEE
UW-Madison student Jay Bigalke has been
appointed to serve as the sole member of the
Wisconsin Stamp Suggestion Committee.
Committee responsibilities are to prepare
letters of opinion to the U.S. Postal Service,
research potential Wisconsin-rela:ed stamp
subjects, and submit correspondence to various
officials (including the Citizens ' Stamp Advisory Committee) to promote Wisconsin-related
USPS issues.
Jay's interest in cachetmaking for USPS
new issues coincides rather nicely with the
committee's objectives, and particularly since
he signs all his creations "FPMG" - Future
Post Master General.
Direct your new issue concerns to Jay at:
POB 260063, Madison, WI 53726 - phone
608-264-2486, jabigalke@students.wise. edu .

~ Cover tisting

Lombardi First-Day
Program Offer

DANEPEX '02 Show Cover Oames Madison) - April 6
Colored cachet features portrait of James Madison and
aerial view of downtown Madison, WI. Cancel features
James Madison and his signature. franked w/34C
Madison issue. SI.SO ea. Include #IO SASE. Art
Arntsen, 325 So. Yellowstone Dr., Madison, WI 53705.
(Badger ftamp {/u/J)

HELP! Need assistance in preparing a compedium of
Madison territorial covers. Please contact: Duane Zinkel,
2323 Hollister Ave., Madison, WI 53705; 608-23844420, dfzinkel@charter.net (Badger ftamp {/u/J)

Write an
article for
ATFP; get a
• free program.
Offer good until August 31, 2002, or until
program supply is exhausted .
See details published in the September
and October 2001 ATFP issues or contact:
Karen Weigl, Editor, ATFP, 4184 Rose
Ct., Middleton, WI 53562-4339;
karenweigt@cs.com .

Volunteers Needed!
ATFP Editor - This position must be filled by
December I, 2002 . Contact current Editor
Karen Weigt for details .

Website Graphics Help - Webmaster Doug
Henkle needs graphics assistance for the WFSC
site. Contact Doug at henkle@pobox.com .

From Belle City Stamp Club (Racine/

VIDEO PROGRAM REVIEW
Title: The U.S. 1851-1857 Issues
Source and format: American Philatelic
Research Library (APS) - Slides
Reviewer description: Program prepared
by the U.S. Philatelic Classics Society. It
presents the stamps of this issue on
covers , showing a variety of markings and
also reflecting the need for various denominations . The stamps themselves are
then examined individually.
Ratings - 1 to JO (JO = excellent)
and comments

• Visual quality - 7 (A few covers
appear washed out. Some slides have
yellowed.)
• Quality of materials shown - 10
• Topic coverage - 10
• Clarity of presentation - 10
Other comments: The 47-minute program
may be too detailed for an average collector. Commentary on each item is overlong
at times , keeping the same slide up at times
for more than a minute. One comment
heard: "More than I ever wanted to know
about the issues. "
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• Judged Philatelic Exhibits
(exhibits by club members)

i

I

· 16 Dealers

N

w-<>-•

• U.S. Postal Service Station
• Door Prizes
• Youth Activities Booth &
Free Stamps for Kids
• Free Admission/Parking
· Handicap Accessible
• Special Show Cover & Cancel
honoring James Madison

Sponsored by Badger Stamp Club
For more information call 608·829·2988; e-mail m~psp@chorus.net
Across the Fence Post

