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Call for Nominations 

The annual business meeting of the 
WFSC is scheduled 
for I :00 p.m. on 
Saturday, April 27th. 
The meeting will be 
held in conjunction 
with WISCOPEX 
2003 in Appleton. A 
portion of the 
meeting agenda will 
be taken up with 
officer elections. 

This year the 
positions are for the offices of president 
and vice-president. Their terms will begin 
onJuly I, 2003. 

Here is a brief review of their job 
descriptions: 
President [two year term] -
• preside at all WFSC and Executive Board 
meetings, when present; 
• sign on all acts or orders necessary to 
carry out the will of the WFSC and 
Executive Board; 
• act as the representative of the WFSC at all 
functions outside the WFSC; 
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•appoint various committees spelled out in the 
WFSC bylaws and annually appoint an auditor to 
examine the WFSC financial records; 
•announce the names of new Wisconsin Philatelic 
Hall of Fame inductees and present the annual 
WFSC Dealer Recognition Award at the 
WISCOPEX awards banquet. 

Vice President [two year term] -
•assume the duties of the WFSC president in the 
event that he or she is absent, incapacitated, 
suspended or removed from office; 
•perform duties delegated by the president. 

If you or someone you know might be interested 
in helping yourfederation by serving in one of 
these offices, please contact members of the WFSC 
Nominating Committee: 
•Yem Witt , 2422 No. 9th St., Sheboygan, WI 
53083, 920-458-3767 
•Greg Schmidt,1978 Fox Burrow Ct., Neenah, WI 
54956, 920-722-1449 
•Paul T.Schroeder, 1750 W. 5th Ave., Apt. F, 
Oshkosh, WI 54902, 
920-426-2059 

nnouncements 

WISCOPEX '04 Theme Announced 
Last Call for Exhibits 

Appleton's famous Wisconsinites has been 
chosen as the theme for WISCOPEX '04. 
Once again, WFSC members will have the 
opportunity to purchase cacheted show covers 
with the WISCOPEX '04 show cancel. The 
cacheted show cover features portraits of 
Appleton 's famous Wisconsinites--Edna 
Ferber, Harry Houdini, Joseph McCarthy, and 
Robert M . La Follette, Sr. The show cancel 
depicts a badger and an outline of the state of 
Wi sconsin. Noted cachetmaker, Jay Bigalke of 
Readfield, WI , designed all of the artwork. 
Watch for mail-order instructions to appear in 
the April issue of ATFP. 

Deadline for exhibit entries is March 15. For 
a prospectus and entry form, contact: Verna 
Shackleton, 425 North Linwood Avenue, 
Appleton, WI 54914; e-mail 
corosec@powerneton Ii ne.com. 

WISCOPEX '03 Awards Banquet 
Saturday, April 26 - Paretti 's Emergency Rescue Room at Midway Hotel (show hotel) 
3025 W. College Ave., Appleton, WI (from Hwy. 41 take exit 137 [Hwy. 125], turning east 
onto College Ave.) 

Social hour at restaurant bar 6:30 p.m.; dinner 7:00 p.m. (buffet style entrees: baked 
haddock and chicken parmesan) 

Order tickets on the form below. Pick up tickets at the Outagamie Philatelic Society table at the 
show. (To receive tickets through the mail, enclose a SASE wi th reservation form.) 

r-------------------------7 
I WISCOPEX '03 AWARDS BANQUET I 
I Please reserve __ ticket(s) at $17 each (tax and tip included) 

I I Name ___________________________ _ 

I My check for$ __ is enclosed (checks payable to WISCOPEX '03) 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I Reservations and payment due by April 21. Mail to: Verna Shackleton, 425 N. Linwood Ave. , I 
I #110, Appleton, WI 54914. I 
L-------------------------~ 

Property of 
American Philatelic F:cooa rch library 

P. 0 . Box 8000 
State College, PA 16003 



Show Calendar and Registry 
List your show, bourse, auction or event 

FREE for WFSC member-club shows - classified rates for non-members and all other events 

March 1-2 
STAHPFEST '03 

Milwaukee Phi latel ic Society 
St. Aloysius Gonzaga Hall 

1435 So. 92nd St., West All is 
(Contact Roger Szymanski, MPS, 

P.O. Box 1980, Milwaukee, WI 5320 I 
414-744-6640) (3/03) 

March 22 
BAYPEX '03 

Green Bay Philatelic Society 
Ramada Inn Green Bay, 2750 Ramada 

Way, Green Bay (Contact Gordy Lindner, 
I 002 Amberly Tr., Green Bay, WI 54311 

- 920-465-6692) 

March 8-9 
ROCKFORD '03 

Rockford Stamp Club 
forest Hi lls Lodge, 9500 forest Hills 

Rd., Rockford, IL (Contact: Dwane 
Kaplenk, P.O. Box 230 I, Rockford, IL 

61131 - 815-398-0813, 
rockaires@xta.com) 

April 5 
DANEPEX '03 

Badger Stamp Club 
Madison Turners Hall, 300 I So. 

Stoughton Rd., Madison (Contact: john 
Pare, 7834 E. Oakbrook Cir., Madison, 

WI 53717 - 608-839-2988, 
msjpsp@chorus.net) 
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Lake County Phil. Soc. 
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Central Wisconsin Stamp Club 

Chippewa Val ley Stamp Club 
Northwoods Stamp & Coin Club 

(Rhinelander) 

Wisconsin Valley Philatelic Soc. 

Mar. 15 
STAMP AND COIN FAIR (bourse) 

Wisconsin Valley Philatelic Society 
Saturday IO a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Cedar Creek Outle t Hall, IO IO I Market 
Rd ., Rothsch ild (Exit 185 Business 51 

Rothschild) (Contact Jim Johnson, 
715-359-4326) (3/03) 

April 12 
SHECOPEX '03 

Sheboygan Stamp Club 
Sheboygan Armory, 516 Broughton Dr., 
Sheboygan (Contact Ed Rautman, P.O. 

Box 907, Sheboygan, WI 53082 -
920-452-0054) 

June 21-22 
22nd ANNUAL SHOW 

Northwoods Stamp and Coin Club 
James Williams junior High School 

915 Acacia Ln., Rhinelander 
Sat. I Oa.m.-5p.m.; Sun. IO a.m-4p.m. 

(Contact: Larry Marten, 3295 Hancock lake 
Rd., Hmhaw, WI 54529--715-282-5636 

Mar 16 

FOX CITIES AREA STAMP BOURSE 
Sunday IO a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Buchanan Town Hall, N 178 County Rd. 
N(on east side of road between Cty. 
Hwys. CE and KK), Darboy (Contact: 
Dave Carney, 920-687-5677) (3/03) 

April 26-27 
WISCOPEX '03 

hosted by Outagamie Philatelic Society 
fox Valley Lutheran High School, 5300 N. 
Heade St, Appleton (Contact Al Harcus, 

P.O. Box 11, Appleton, WI 54912 -
920-725-0798; maryj@vbe.com) 

June 28-29 
TRI-PEX '03 

Italian Amer. Stamp Club, North Shore 
Phil. Soc., Polish Amer. Stamp Club St. 

Aloysius Gonzaga Hall, 1435 So. 92nd St., 
West Allis (Contact: Robert Henak, NSPS, PO 

Box 170832, Hilw.WI 53217--414-351-
I 519; henak@compuserve.com 

0 
ACROSS THE FENCE POST is the official publication 

of the Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs, Inc. , a 

501(c)(3) non-profit organization and life member of the 

APS since 1953. For WFSC membership information, 

contact the Central Office. 

ATFP is publi shed monthly Sept. -Apr.; bimonthly May-Aug. News 

of Wisconsi n collectors, c lub news and grati s original articles re lated to 

philately are welcomed. The editor accepts submiss ions in any format, 

but reserves the right to make minor edi ting changes to conform with 

o ur sty le sheet. Material not carrying an indi vidual copyright notice 

may be reproduced only by not-for-profi t organizations, pro vided the 

author(s) and publication receive credit for any reprinted material. 

Unless explicitly stated by an officer in conjuncti on with offi cial WFSC 

business, opinions expressed by individual authors are not necessaril y 

endorsed by the WFSC. 

Submission deadlines are for the month preceding month of 
publication as follows: advertising-1st of the month; editorial 
matter-1st of the month. Send show calendar and club news to 

WFSC Secretary Karen Weigt (see "WFSC Officers" listing for 

address) . Send all other editorial matter and listings to : Ken Grant, 

Editor, ATFP, Ell960 Kessler Rd. , Baraboo, WI 53913 - phone 608-

356-7593, kgrant@uwc.edu . Send ads to: Dwane Kaplenk, Advertising 

Manager, ATFP, P.O . Box 230 I , Rockford, IL 61 131 - phone 815-

398-08 I 3, rockaires@xta.com. For a complete list of advertising rates 

and policies (disp lay. classified and li stings), see the July-A ugust 2000 

issue of ATFP, or request a copy from the advertising manager. 

2 March 2003 
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BOB FASHINGBAUER 
BOX 1 
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2003 January ____ 25-26 
May 3-4 
August 2-3 
December 6-7 

Info: Terry Kwzin.u:i81S·332-SS99 • stampdlrl@aol.com 

Across the Fence Post 

WFSC Announcements 

MAURICE WOZNIAK APPOINTED 
WISCOPEX '04 GENERAL CHAIRMAN 

Maurice D. Wozniak, of Iola, WI, was 
appointed WISCOPEX '04 general chairman 
during the WFSC Executive Board's winter 
meeting held in Plymouth, WI , on January 
25. 

Maurice recently retired from Krause 
Publications, where he served as editor of 

Krause-Minkus philatelic catalogs and album 
supplements. He is also former editor of 
Krause's Stamp Collector and Stamp 
Wholesaler news publications . He is a 
member of the Milwaukee Philatelic Society 
and the Chain-a-Lakes Stamp Club,' as well 
as the American Philatelic Society, the APS 
Writers Unit 30, and the Wisconsin Postal 
Hi story Society. 

WISCOPEX '04, the WFSC's 73,d annual 

convention and exhibition, will be held April 
24-25, at Iola, WI. Direct inquiries about the 
event to: Maurice D. Wozniak, N8275 
County Rd. G., Iola, WI 54945, phone 715-
445-2777, and e-mail 
wozniakmns @gglbbs.com. 

BRIAN J. LIEDTKE NEW 
APPRENTICE JUDGE 

The WFSC Judging Committee announced 
that Brian J. Liedtke has been approved as a 

WFSC apprentice judge. Apprenticeships 
involve judging three exhibit competitions 
under the guidance and satisfaction of 
certified WFSC judges. To contact Brian 
about judging at your club's local show, 
write to him at: 10216 W. Grange Ave., 
Hales Corners, WI 53130, phone 414-525-
9853, and e-mail bjlstamps@yahoo.com. 

In another action, the Judging Committee 
proposed a youth judging apprenticeship 
program, which was approved by the WFSC 
Executive Board. The program, for youths 
aged 13 to I 8, was presented at the board's 
winter meeting held January 25, at 
Plymouth, WI. 

For further information regarding judging 
apprenticeships, contact: Frank Moertl, 
Chrmn., Judging Committee, N95 W32259 
County Line Rd., Hartland, WI 53029, 
phone 262-966-7096, and e-mail 
f rankann@ticon.net. 

WANTED: NEW ATFP EDITOR for 2004 

The WFSC is looking for a volunteer to 
replace Ken Grant as Editor of ATFP 

beginning with the January, 2004 issue. The 
Newsletter is an important part of the WFSC, 
and you can help members of the Federation 
up-to-date . If you are interested, please 
contact Ken Grant, Editor, ATFP, by mail at 
El 1960 Kessler Road, Baraboo, WI 53913, 
by phone, 608-356-7593, or through e-mail: 
kgrant@uwc.edu. 

COM£ JOIN US AT 

BAYP£X'03 
-SATURDAY. MARCH ll 
9:30 A.M. - 5:30 P.M. 

RAMADA INN 
2750 RAMADA WAY, GR££N BAY, WI 

-ONE DAY ONLY/ 
sponsored by 

Green Bay Philatelic Society 
I 
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Greenland: A Bermuda 
Connection? 
By Charles Shoemaker 
Badger Stamp Club 

Fellow Badger Stamp Club member, John Pare, 

wrote a very interesting and informative article 

in the April 2002 ATFP concerning Bermuda 

and Censored Mail in WWII. Of particular 

interest to me was his section on Transit Mail 

and how it was processed by the Imperial 

Postal and Telegraph censorship Department. 

How could this interest a Greenland collector? 

Germany had overrun Denmark in April of 

1940, but people in Denmark still wanted to 

communicate with relatives or business/ 

government associates in their colony. The 

best available method was to send mail via the 

USA before and even after December 7, 1941. 

This was done by sending mail on the Trans

Atlantic clippers (airplanes). Most of these 

flights were flown by PAN AM which had 

terminals in Lisbon, Portugal and Marseille , 

France. 

However, mail still had to be handled in a 

specific way because of German involvement 

and the specific routes involved. Most, if not 

all, mail intended for Greeland from Denmark 

had to have a special route marking hand 

stamp applied: "Greenland (via Lissabon -

New York). The Germans also had to censor 

the mail before it got to Portugal. 

FIGURE I, a cover dated I 3-7-1942 shows 

that it was censored by the military in Berlin 

with "b" under "eagle/swastika" on the censor 

tape and also with a "b" in the red circular 

hand stamp. En route from Portugal , the 
r ---::-· - -. ~1rp. 

figure I 

Bermuda connection comes into play. When 

the plane stopped for refueling, the mail was 

seized and a PC90 ' ·OPENED BY EXAM 
INER 6752" was applied. A very faint " I.C." 

in manuscript is written on it. The " I.C." 

marking was the Imperial code designation for 

Bermuda. (Canada was DB, Australia DA, 

etc.) 

~ 
1

Vl'f/f : ., .. _. . 
~Juff,n:llle& ,. . ; 

l.1wtv-1.<l Petueen oj Sitn · 
) u-H11~ B lo .:usgade 87,1 

f'~ •i.i 2 ~1)7 6,,.!Fbcuhnn N, 

, ! BY AIR HAIL 
t t'l..,~ AV ICN I 

- - --- j 

FIGURE 2, dated 6-7-42 shows much the 

same process as to route marking and German 

military censorship in Berlin. Thi s time the 

examiner is #3707 and the " LC." code was 

once again hand written , but this time 

somewhat more boldly. 

FIGURE 3 started its journey 2-3-44 from 

Copenhagen. It was censored in Berlin and 

- .. 
,.; ·~ ' 

intercepted in Bermuda. By this time, P.C. 90 

labels were being overprinted ahead of time or 

a rubber stamp with "I.C." code was in use. 

This is shown when Examiner 2440 used a P.C. 

90 label with " I.C./" wat was no long a 

munuscript/hand written notation. 

FIGURE 4 started its journey 1-12-43, but it 

was censored by the Germans in Munich rather 

··~ 

than Berlin. A civilian "Ad" in a circle was 

applied, and it seems that it was not censored 
by the German military. The same route 

marking "via Lissabon .... " was applied and the 

cover was also intercepted and censored in 

Bermuda by Examiner 4225 this time and with 

a manuscript " I.C." What makes this cover 

more interesting is that it was censored once 

again in the United States and an "Examined 

By 8317" censor tape was affixed. Then the 

censor decided that the letter should not be sent 

onward and a "THIS ARTICLE HAS BEEN 

HELD BY THE OFFICE OF CENSORSHIP" 

hand stamp was applied. By the date of the 

back stamp, the cover was held until Septem

ber 12, 1945 before it was released. It is 

interesting to note that this was the only one of 

my four covers that was censored by the United 

States authorities and seized by them. Perhaps 

the British censors found something suspicious 

and alerted their counterparts in the USA. 

I have three or four other covers in my 

collection that are dated earlier than the 1942-

44 covers illustrated above. However, they do 

not have an '· I.C." designation on them to 

definitely pinpoint a Bermuda connection. It is 

a good bet that they also traveled this route as 

90% of mail between Europe and North 

America was examined/censored in Bermuda. 

This also includes a good deal of mail that was 

"Released by Prize Court" after the War. But 

4 March 2003 
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figure 3 

figure 4 

that is another story that deals with "Detained" 

mail. 
It is fascinating at times to realize that even 

though you can collect the postal history of one 

particular country, world events or a particular 

time frame or travel route can cross over into 

another philatelic domain. 

Editors note: Charles Shoemaker has been a 

member o(the Badger Stamp dub since 1996, 

but he ha.r been a stamp collector for over 40 

m 
>< l> 
~ -

years in Wisconsin, New Jersey, and C{(nada. 

Charles collects Greenland. 1vith m1 emphasis 

011 the "Americ{(/1 Issue o( /945 " {I/Id 

Greenland cinderel/a mmeria/. Unril recently. 

he a/.rn co/leered 111ilirarylce11.rnred covers. He 

has volumeered his rime ro rhe WFSC by 

dis1rib11ti11g ATFI~ chairing 1he Commillee 011 

Exhibi1irms/<Jr WFSC. and sen·ing {IS rhe 

Exhibi1s Chain11an/r1r D{(nepex. Charles has 

exhibi1ed m borh rhe Narirmal and Jn1ema-

1io11al level. 

By Howard Shaughnessy, Lake 
County (ILJ Philatelic Society 

SHAUGHNESSY Takes On ... 

Welcome to year 4701 (but who's counting?), The 

Year of the Ram. The USPS is counting, January 

15th was the day they issued the latest in the 
lunisolar seiies for the Chinese New Year. As with 

all the previous issues in this se,ies, it is the paper 

sculpture/cut-out design by Clarence Lee, unusual 
since many USPS continuing series have different 

designers/a11work , etc. I suspect that all of the 

Dodge truck dealers in the country will buy and use 
these stamps on their business correspondence. Hit 

ii' 

Coming in year 4704, or belier known to us as 
2006, will be the 10th ln1ema1ional Philatelic 
Exhibition, this time in our nation's capitol. 
Somehow, a "fantasy design" for the de rigueur 

souvenir sheet appeared on the Washington 2006 
web site featuring the four high values of the 1922 

definitive series in different colors in a bland, ho
hum design. Let's hope this one NEYER gets 

beyond the fantasy page. 

Next time you're at your local post office 
purchasing stamps, you might want to ask , "Oh, 

almost forgot. I'll have a dozen of those potassium 

iodide pills that the Postal Service purchased 
recently. " Unfo11unately, these pills are ONLY for 

the USPS employees, which are only to be used in 

case of a nuclear attack. If such happens--God 

forbid'--! doubt if any postal employees, customers, 
or even the building will be around. 

China has issued its first scented stamps, a series 
called "Fresh Flowers." When the postal patron is 

asked if he or she wants the scented ones, the 

answer will be, "Of course, I want it sent. I'm not 

a collector." And then there are all us USA 
collectors who have on occasion remarked when 

certain stamps were issued, "That stamp design 

STINKS!" 

Remember the Smith Brothers cough drops that 
featured the bearded pair on the box? They were 

named "Trade" and "Mark" and this is brought up 

as we learn that the phrase "first class mail" is also 

a trademark, registered and owned by the USPS of 

all corporations. Only problem as I see it is, that 

postal patrons sometimes get less than first class 

service. Does the USPS also own "PPS, Pretty 

Poor Service"? 
When you contribute enough you get the very 

best '' might be Hallmark Cards new slogan as they 

were the ones who p1inted and furnished the Whi te 

House Bushes their one mi ll ion Christmas cards. 

They also contributed $ 11 0,000 to the Republican 

Pany. Nary a one of these cards was franked wi th 

a commemorative stamp. With the GOP popping 
for the postage, one might have thought they would 

have used the Heroes semi-postal as the stamp of 

choice. Another missed opportunity. 

Across the Fence Post •--------------------------------------
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Bv WFSC VP Youth Division MaryAnn Bowman 
P.O. Box 1451. Waukesha. WI 53187 

Joining with Juniors 

Stamps on Parade 
Does your community sponsor events such 

as hol iday parades? Many smaller towns and 

cities are gearing up for their summer picnics, 

parades, and other local celebrations. 

Oftentimes, the event coordinators are 

desperately looking for participation from 

clubs, organizations, and school groups. lf you 

are a teacher/leader of a stamp collecting group 

for youth , consider having your members be a 

part of the celebration and, at the same time, 

draw awareness to your group. Who knows? 

Someone seeing the event might make a 

donation to your group. Here 's what you can 

do. 

Show off the hobby of stamp collec ting by 

putting stamps on parade. Enlarged stamps 

can be worn by youth as chest vests. These 

vests can be made from kraft paper cut 16" by 

36" or from brown paper bags. lf kraft paper 

is being used, fold the paper in half and cut a 

hole sized to fit over the head of the youth. It 

is worn much like a cape. Or consider it as a 

sandwich board withou t the heavier weight. 

With a paper bag vest, cut a hole for the head 

in the bottom of the bag. Cut armholes in the 

sides of the bag. For ease in wearing the vest , 

Stamps and Covers "Fool the 
Eye" at Upcoming Exhibition 

WAUSAU, WISCONSIN --The Leigh Yawkey 

Woodson Art Museum will be the first mu seum 

to pair trompe-l'oeil paintings from the Old 

Masters with work by America's 21st century 

artists in this field when two dueling exhibi

tions open on April 5. 

"Feast the Eye. Fool the Eye: Still-Life and 

Trompe-L'oeil Paintings from the Oscar and 

Maria Salzar Collection" and ·'Visual 

Deceptions: Trompe l'Oeil Society of Artists'' 

will showcase five centuries of "fool the eye" 

artwork when they are unveiled at the Wau sau. 

Wisconsin, museum . These complementary 

trompe-l 'oeil exhibi tions are most appropriate 

fo r an opening in April, the traditional month 

for tri ckery and deception. 

Among the favorite subjects of trompe-l'ueil 

artists are handwriuen letters, stamps, 

cancellations marks, enve lopes, cun-ency and 

coins, and photographs. These two-dimen

sional objects, often appearing to be casually 

placed and artfully overlapped to create an eye

foo ling sense of depth, create the illusion of 

dangling from the canvas. 

cut the back of the bag open along the seam 

that typicall y runs in the middle of the back of 

the bag. 
To decorate your bag vest or cape, enlarge 

stamp designs on 12" by 18" white construc

tion paper. Original designs could be made, 

particularly ideas 10 fit the theme of the event. 

Those hav ing access to coloring sheets and 

books with stamp designs could also use those 

as patterns for enlarging. Vertical stamp 

designs work best for the fronts of vests . (The 

post office often has a supply of stamp 

coloring books that they give away as 

promotional items. If you need a copy, wr ite to 

me and I will send you one.) 

Another possibility is to create "mini-floats." 

Use a wagon or a box on wheels as the base. 

Recreate three dimensional scenes or mount the 

en larged stamp designs previously mentioned 

above. 

Make a banner to introduce your group. 

(Join the Stampede! Stamp Savers Swing, etc. 

fo llowed by the name of your group.) Need a 

little music to keep the step li ve ly? Use a 

boom box and tape recording of "Mr. 

Postman." If your group tries this project, send 

a photograph and I will try to use it in a future 

column. 

Viewers often accuse trompe-l 'oe il painters 

of using real envelopes or currency in their 

work. ''But it's all done with a brust and the 

naked eye," says Donald Clapper, one of the 

eight painters from the Trompe-l"Oeil Society 

of Artists who will be exhibiting in the 

Woodson galleries. 

An exception is Clapper's "Which Stamp is 

Real ?," a series of oil paintings that challenges 

the. viewer,to tell the difference between a 

painted stamp and its real life counterpart. 

When the first of Clapper's paintings in this 

series was exhibited at a Scottsdale, Arizona, 

gallery in early 2002, the first five people at he 

preview guessed wrong. The piece on view at 

the Woodson features the 32-cent American 

"Jenny," depicting America 's most famous 

World War I airplane and later sanctioned by 

the US government as the official plane for 

can-y ing airmail. 

''While other museums have displayed the 

classic trompe- l'oe il sty le of painting before, 

no o ne has ever placed such artwork side by 

side with the modern masters of today," 

explains Andy McGivern , curator of exhibi

tions . Stamp collectors may enjoy the 

philatelic angle of thi s talented artists. 

The Leigh Yawkey Woodson Art Museum is 

open Tuesday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. 

until 4:00 p.m. and Saturday and Sunday from 

Noon until 5:00 p.m.--closed Mondays and 

Holidays. The Museum is located at Franklin 

and 12th Street (700 N. 12th Street), and th.:: 

exhibitions run from April 5 until June I, 2003 . 

Admission to the museum is Free. 

Bob Mather Wins Distin
guished Topical Philatelist 

WFSC member Bob Mather will be honored 

as the recipient of the 2003 Distinguished 

Topical Philateli st award, an special recogn i

tion confered by the 

American Topical 

Association. Mather 

will receive this award 

at the annual 

convention of the ATA 

in Denver. 

Mather is a member 

of both the Northshore 

Philatelic Society and 

the Waukesha County 

Philatelic Society, and 

he has served as 

Treasurer of the NPS for a decade and in 

various capacities for the Waukesha group for 

well over twenty years. 

In addition to acti ve participation in 

philatleic societies, Mather has volunteered as 

both boursc chairman and general chairman at 

several WISCOPEX shows. In I 993, the 

WFSC acknowledged his service to philately in 

our state by naming him to the Wisconsin 

Federation of Stamp Clubs Hall of Fame, and 

in 2000, he was named Milwaukee Area 

Distinguished Philatelist. 

According to the announcement in Linn\ 

Mather came to stamp collecting when he was 

5 years old. In 1991, he began assembling a 

collection of donkeys on stamps which 

eventionally was turned into an exhibit, "The 

Donkey in a Man's World." The exhibit has 

earned three gold awards at Milcopex and 

reached the vermeil level at the 1999 National 

Topical competition . 

In addition to his topical exhibit on donkeys, 

Mather has developed other exhibits, including 

one on endangered species and one non-topical 

exhibit on Uni ted Nations philately. 

The ATA will be recognizing Mather for his 

leadership roles within the organization. He 

has served as bourse chairman, ATA treasurer, 

co-chair of the 50th anniversary convention, 

and in many other ways. The WFSC is pleased 

with Mather's selection as Distinguished 

Topical Philatelist. Their national award 

confirms what we in Wi sconsin have long 

known . 
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Back Roads of Philately 

By Russell White. Wisconsin Postal 
History Society 

When Yesterday's Undesirable Stamps 
Become Okay 

No, this article is not about the "rare 
just-issued" stamps of an islet showing "today's 
hottest celebrity". In April I 9 I 2, the United 

States began parcel post service, a fourth class 
of postal service. On January I, I 9 I 3, the Post 

Office issued stamps solely for use on fourth 

class mail. Effective on that date, "regular" 

postage stamps were not valid for fourth class 

mail. The parcel post stamps were uniform with 
their carmine color, frame, captions and overall 
design. The central vignettes show scenes 

associated with parcel mail. Twelve values 

ranging from one cent to one dollar were created. 

Scott lists these values as Q 1-Q I 2. Used copies 
of the higher values are scarce today, since 

presumably most of those used were on 

packages and not saved. Copies of any of the 
top four values, on cover, fetch prices in the 

hundreds, if not thousands, of dollars. Also 

issued were five parcel post postage due stamps, 

which Scott lists as JQ 1-JQ5. 

The stamps were particularly unpopular 

with small office postmasters who now had to 

stock two whole additional sets of stamps that 
could only be used on one class of mail. Parcel 

post stamps could be legitimately used on 

samples or letters accompanying merchandise 

or parcels. These uses in the six-month period 
are scarce and highly sought after by many 

collectors. Most letter or card uses during this 

period involve the one, two, four or five cent 

stamps. Unfortunately, fourth class postmarks 
were usually in an undated format. 

After a few months of comparatively limited 

use, effective July I, 19 I 3, the post office 

department relaxed the restrictions ; All postage 

stamps could be used on either regular mail or 

parcel post. This spelled the end of a separate 

class of stamps. Postmasters rushed to use up 

the detested red stamps. The post card rate at 
this time was one cent and first class letters 

required two cents. Most covers in the post July 

I, I 9 I 3 period use one of these two values. A 

number of envelopes bear two one cent stamps. 

Postmasters seemed determined to exhaust their 

supplies quickly. The stamps were distributed 

to virtually all post offices, and numerous 

examples must exist from most of these offices. 

The covers are not particularly expensive and a 

collection of them for the post offices in a given 

town, county or state can provide an interesting 

challenge with a lot of fun, but a comparatively 
modest outlay. Although most values were not 
Across the Fence Post 

exhausted in the Post Office central vaults until 

1921 to I 925, depending on value, most were 
used in the first two years (1 913 and 1914), and 

then not re-ordered. As a collector of New 

Hampshire postal history, I look for covers from 

there, and illustrated here is a cover from one 

of the NH offices. 
Covers showing the five cents stamp exi st, 

but are considerably scarcer, and a few ten cent 

values used on cover paying registration are 
known, but are truly scarce. Values above ten 

cents on cover are very scarce, and are actively 
sought by collectors hoping to exhibit at the 

nation al level. Covers with the parcel post 

postage due stamps are fairly scarce for all 
values. They tend to be found in the hundreds 

of dollars range, possibly because in the earlier 
years, many covers were stripped to provide 
stamps for collectors who otherwise had a blank 
spot in their album. 

You can determine the method you might 
use to search these out. I've had some luck in 

"dollar" cover boxes at shows, and occasionally 

at postal history dealers at the same shows. 
$1.00 and $5 .00 covers aren't seen as separate 

auction lots very often so that avenue bas not 
been very fruitful for me. However you choose 

to collect, by value, by town, or all the towns in 
a county or state, or even all offices in the U.S. 

(now that WOULD be a monumental task), a 

clear purpose, a modest budget and a lot of time 
are really all that is needed. 
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MaryAnn Bowman 
Waukesha County Philatelic Society 

Topic: Triangular Stamps 

Collecting stamps with only three sides 
can provide both interest and challenge for 
a topical collector. Triangles are found on 
some of the earliest postage stamps (Cape 
of Good Hope, I 853) as well as modern 
day stamps. They have been issued by 
countries from all over the world. As for 
the designs and subjects depicted on these 
stamps, they are as varied and interesting 
as a topical collector could hope to 
imagine. Even from a philatelic 
standpoint, triangles come in a variety of 
postal purposes, value changes, and 
separation styles. 

Most collectors are aware that the Cape 
of Good Hope was the firs ts country to 
have stamps triangular in shape. Thal 
design was by intent. It is reported that 
triangular stamps were produced so that 
illiterate postal workers could tell the 
difference between outgoing mail 
(triangular stamps) and mail coming into 
the colony (rectangular and square stamps, 
shapes common to most stamps). 

The Cape triangles were separated by 
scissors. The first perforated triangular 
stamps were issued by Ecuador in 1908. 
Not only do triangular stamps pose a 
production problem for the issuing entity, 
but the postal consumer also has the 
problem of trying to separate the stamps 
without causing damage to the 
perforations. 

Mathematicians delight in identifying 
triangles by their physical characteristics. 
A review of your old geometry book will 
yield such terms as ac ute, equivalent, 
isosceles, obtuse, right angle, and scalene. 
But no mailer by what name it goes, 
triangular stamps have only three points 
and three sides. 

The United States first issued a triangular 
shaped stamp on a 1956 postal card issued 

in conjunction with FlPEX, the Fifth 
International Philatelic Exhibition held in New 
York. In I 997, the US issued two 32-cenl 
triangular postage stamps to publicize the 
Pacific 97 international stamp show. 

Many collectors have come to think of 
triangular stamps as a gimmick to obtain 
money from stamp collector's pockets. 
There are, however, many "legitimate" 
stamp issues that can form a very 
rewarding collection . 

Some interesting trivia on triangular 
stamps was found in the book Triangular 

Philatelies : A Guide for Beginning to 
Advanced Collectors by Christopher 
Green and published by Krause in I 998. For 
example, the largest set of triangular stamps 
was issued by Monaco in 1956 and depict 
various types of transportation on 22 stamps. 
Or consider the airmail stamps of Estonia. All 
were issued in triangular format, a good class 
example of shape being used to identify a 

of mail service. And as might be expected, the 
book details the "firsts", largest, smallest, the 
only, etc. 

The book contains a checklist of triangular 
stamps as well as revenue and Cinderella 
items. It is a must-have book for the 
philatelist considering collecting triangular 
stamn'- ~c;: ~ tnnir 

JADECO Stamp & Hobby 
833 Clark Street• P.O. Box 845 

Stevens Point, WI 54481 
Store: (715) 341-5555 

E-mail: jadeco@g2a.net 

J.D. Manville - Owner 
Home: (715) 341-1111 • Cell: (715) 498-1111 

Madison Turners Hall 
3001 So. Stoughton Rd. 
(Hwy. 51 service road off Pflaum Rd.) 
Southeast Side • Madison, WI 
' Judged Philatelic Exhibits 

featuring a statewide single-frame 
championship competition 

' 16· 18 Dealers 

' U.S. Postal Service Station 

' Door Prizes 

• Youth Activities Booth & 
Free Stamps for Kids 

' Free Admission/Parking 

' Handicap Accessible 
' Special Show Cover & Cancel 

celebrating Old Glory 

Sponsored by Badger Stamp Club 
For more information call 608·829·2988; e•mail m~psp@chorus.net 


