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LAST CALL FOR WISCOPEX ‘20
EXHIBITS—ENTRIES DUE APRIL 1

The special commemorative cancel available at WISCOPEX.

MOST WANTED: ARTICLES FOR
WFSC CLUBS AT A GLANCE!
Lacking a WFSC Clubs At a Glance” article for this month,
we’re featuring a glance at WISCOPEX 2020 and early deadline
dates. Articles are desperately needed to continue the regular
“WFSC Clubs At A Glance” monthly column. Please have someone in your club write about your club. Articles should cover
club history, membership information, meeting times and
dates, sponsored activities, etc. Images related to your club are
also appreciated! Please contact Alex Gill, ATFP Editor for more
information and to submit your articles!

We’re looking for exhibit entries from individuals for the
Open, Single-frame, and Youth competitions. WISCOPEX judges
are Brian J. Liedtke and Tim Wait.
We also welcome non-competitive 4- and 8-page exhibits as
an opportunity for collectors to get a taste of this phase of philately. (Consider a hometown postal history theme exhibit and
enter it again at MILCOPEX in September.)
Request a prospectus and exhibit entry form from Exhibits
Chair David Borchert, 920-921-0526, david.borchert@yahoo.com. These documents, which include
rules and further information, also are available at the WFSC
website, www.wfscstamps.org. Just click on WISCOPEX.

@ www.wfscstamps.org
@ Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs
APS Chapter 350
ATA Chapter 107
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EDITOR’S LETTER
BY ALEX GILL
Editor-in-Chief, Across the Fence Post
algill737@gmail.com
I wanted to take the opportunity to write something about the
first stamps of Brazil, the Bulls Eye stamps. The stamps were
issued in three values: 30 reis, 60 reis, and 90 reis, with the
latter reserved for international use. The nickname originates
with the appearance of the stamps. Mailers and philatelists
alike felt the value figures in the oval design as well as the arrangement of the stamps on a sheet, which permitted setenant pairs, resembled a pair of bulls eyes.
Similar to the first stamps of Great Britain, the Penny Black,
the Bulls Eyes also lacked a country name. However, one key
difference is the lack of a figure. It wasn't until 1856, when
Brazil first started featuring people on stamps, starting with a
portrait of Emperor Dom Pedro. One plausible reason for the
delay is that the Brazilian mint lacked a skilled engraver and the
other is that many felt images of leaders obliterated by postmarks offensive and unappealing.

CONTACT INFORMATION
PRESIDENT
Karen Weigt
4184 Rose Ct.
Middleton, WI 53562
E: klweigt@gmail.com
VICE PRESIDENT
Brian J. Liedtke
4625 South Scot Dr.
New Berlin, WI 53131
E: bjstamps@yahoo.com

SECRETARY
Clarence Davis
W4022 Linden Drive
Malone, WI 53049
E: davisclarence@gmail.com
TREASURER
Allen E. Vick
2090 River Estate Lane
Stoughton, WI 53589
E: aavick2090@gmail.com
VP YOUTH DIVISION
MaryAnn Bowman
P.O. Box 1451
Waukesha, WI 53187
E: maryann15b@mac.com
EAST CENTRAL REGION VP
Don Kurki
E: kurki@sbcglobal.net
-Fond du Lac Stamp Club
-Kettle Moraine Coin & Stamp Club
-Manitowoc Philatelic Society
-Sheboygan Stamp Club

SE REGION VP
Art Schmitz
E: pescador@milwpc.com
-American Topical Association
(Chapter 5)
-Germany Philatelic Society
(Chapter 18)
-Milwaukee Philatelic Society
-Waukesha County Philatelic Soc.
-Wauwatosa Philatelic Society

NE REGION VP
Ray D. Perry
E: fiveperrys@athenet.com
-Bay de Noc Stamp & Coin Club
-Green Bay Philatelic Society
-Northwoods Philatelic Society
-Oshkosh Philatelic Society
-Outagamie Philatelic Society
-Wisconsin Postal History
Society

CENTRAL REGION VP
Chuck Rebek
E: chasrebek@aol.com
-Central Wisconsin Stamp Club
-Chippewa Valley Stamp Club
-Lakeland Stamp & Coin Club
-Wisconsin Valley Philatelic Soc.
SW REGION VP
John Paré
E: pare16@mhtc.net
-Badger Stamp Club
-Baraboo Stamp Club
-Janesville Stamp Club
-Monroe Stamp & Postcard Club
-Tri-State Stamp Club

Across The Fence Post is the official publication of the Wisconsin Federation of
Stamp Clubs, Inc., a 501(c)3 non-profit organization. WFSC is also a life member of
the APS (since 1953). For more information about WFSC, please visit the website,
www.wfscstamps.org.

Unfortunately, little is known about the Bulls Eyes. It is estimated the following quantities exist: 1,148,994 (30 reis), 1,502,142
(60 reis), and 349,182 (90 reis). Today, the stamps are considered scarce. Printing ceased in 1843 and remaining stock sold
until depleted. Furthermore, it was a common practice to
place stamps on a cover as a seal and many stamps were destroyed when opening correspondence. Also on March 30,
1846, a large quantity of stamps were destroyed by the Brazilian Mint in a fire held in the courtyard of the Brazilian Mint to
make way for new stamps. Today, the stamps are highly collectable with post 1850 use elusive. Images are courtesy of The
Philatelic Foundation.
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ATFP is published 10 times a year in January, February, March, April, May/June,
July, August/September, October, November and December. News of Wisconsin
collectors, club news and other gratis original features are welcomed. The editor
accepts submissions in any format, but prefers email if possible. The editor reserves
the right to make editorial changes to submitted copy. Material appearing in ATFP
not carrying an individual copyright notice may be reproduced only by not-for-profit
organizations, provided the author(s) and ATFP receive credit or attribution. All
martials carrying an individual copyright notice are the sole property of the author).
Unless explicitly stated by an officer in conjunction with official WFSC business,
opinions expressed by the editor or individual authors are not necessarily endorsed
by the WFSC. Submission deadlines for editorial and advertising material are the 1st
of the month preceding month of publication (i.e. Jan 1 for Feb issue). Editorial
matter should be sent to: Alex Gill, Editor ATFP, 3820 Waldo Avenue, Apt. D, Bronx,
NY 10463, P: (262) 343-6467, E: algill737@gmail.com. Send advertising material to
Brian J. Liedtke, Advertising Manager, ATFP, 4625 South Scot Dr., New Berlin, WI
53131, P: (414) 731-9794, E: admanager@wfscstamps.org). For a complete list of
advertising rates and policies (display, classified, and listings), request a copy from
the advertising manager.

CLUB CONNECTIONS
BY MARYANN BOWMAN
Waukesha County Philatelic Society
Many clubs struggle with program ideas. Yet some of the
most interesting and easy to implement are memberparticipation. Getting ideas for the topics of such programs is
as easy as looking on the internet. To start, think seasonal or
monthly. Do a search using such words as “monthly theme.”
Although you will find many themes that may be too specific or
difficult for members to find examples of philatelic material to
reinforce the theme, each month is bound to have at least one
topic or idea that can be used. Internet sites that cater to educators offer many great monthly theme ideas that are not too
esoteric.
Let’s take a look at the month of March as an example.
March recognizes National Women’s History Month, the Red
Cross, Irish-American Heritage Month, and
National Music in Our Schools Month - to
name a few. Each of these topics is rich with
philatelic examples that almost every collector
could find a show-and-tell item to say a few
words about and share.
In addition to monthly themes, a little research, again on the internet, will provide you
with celebratory theme ideas based on national weeks and national days. Celebrate Johnny
Appleseed Day on March 11 or Plant a Flower
Day on March 12.
Another program possibility is to find a
“this-day-in-history” calendar - also readily
available on the internet. Sometimes you can
find an important historical event that happened (in history) on the same date as your
meeting night.
Or consider creating a program based on
the famous people with birthdays that month.
Just as the Green Bay Philatelic Society’s February program was based on a blind drawing of
a name depicted on the Great Americans issue
- so too could names be drawn from amongst
those famous people (already depicted on
postage stamps) who have birthdays in the
given month. To make it a real celebration,
serve cake!
In addition to ideas for celebrating months,
weeks, or days, many months have important
holidays that are celebrated. One can have a
lot of fun with St. Patrick’s Day in March.
Club program planners can use other tools
found on the internet to extend the program
theme and make the meetings more interesting. Find or create a trivia quiz around the

theme. Search for related videos or previously created PowerPoint programs that might enhance your theme. Consider finding a community member who might add additional nonphilatelic details related to the program.
Finally, I would like to suggest that every WFSC club have a
“Every Cover Has a Story” program in the next few months. By
doing so, not only will you enhance your knowledge about
postal history but individuals can use that same cover, mount
on a page, create a small write-up telling “the story” of the
cover, perhaps why it is significant to you, something about the
postal markings, or any details that you feel important. Then
submit your entry either as a club or as an individual for display
at Milcopex. Colored copies are acceptable. An application is
available at the Milcopex.org website or from your WFSC representative. Per your instructions, a $5 donation will be made
in support of either the WFSC or Milcopex.
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FEDERATION NEWS
BY KAREN WEIGT
President, Wisconsin Federation of Stamp
Clubs
Winter Executive Board Meeting Notes – January 25, 2020, Retlaw Hotel Dining Rm., Fond
du Lac, Wis. Below is a summary of actions
taken. Detailed minutes are posted on the
WFSC website at www.wfscstamps.org.
Treasurer’s Report - WFSC Treasurer Al Vick’s financial report
for the year 2019 showed a balance of $9,983.46 ($699.51 of
which is earmarked for specific activities). He has a few lots of
donated material for the WISCOPEX 2020 silent donation auction. Auditing of the 2018-19 financial records will be done
soon, and due to previously unknown fine print, the WFSC will
not acquire a bank credit card.

Region VP Reports – VPs Art Schmitz, Ray Perry and John
Pare reported on clubs in their regions.
WISCOPEX 2020 – Clarence Davis, Joe Kowalski and David
Borchert reported on plans for WISCOPEX 2020, to be held in
Fond du Lac and hosted by the Fond du Lac Stamp Club. Items
discussed were overnight security, transporting of frames, judges, youth help for setup and takedown, publicity, speakers
(banquet and seminars), silent auction, door prizes, appraisals,
youth/beginner activities, show cover cachet(s) and cancel, and
banquet details.
The WFSC will provide (1) a Champion of Champions exhibit
award based on the Wild Turkey stamp issued in Fond du Lac in
1956, (2) three Circus souvenir sheets for banquet prizes, (3)
WISCOPEX buttons if Bob Mather is willing to make them, (4)
freebie items for attendees, and (5) a free front-page banner ad
in the March ATFP.
A nomination for a 2020 WFSC Dealer Recognition Award
was approved, and it was reported that two nominations for
the Wisconsin Philatelic Hall of Fame (Class of 2020) have been
approved by the WFSC Hall of Fame Committee.

Across the Fence Post – Greg Riesterer, interim ad manager,
turned over files to Brian J. Liedtke, the new permanent ad
manager. A motion was made and passed to provide a frontpage banner ad in the March ATFP at no cost to clubs hosting
WISCOPEX.
Website Matters – Doug Henkle was appointed to the Website
Committee.
New Business – Motions were passed to donate $50 in support
of MILCOPEX 2020 and to provide the WFSC’s member-club
contact information for soliciting individual club donations.
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A motion was passed to accept $500 from an anonymous donor
and the concept of using the funds as honoraria for production
of web-based philatelic promotional activities. The Website
Committee will develop policies and procedures for the awards.
Bylaws Amendment Vote – This is official notification that delegates at the 2020 WFSC Annual Business Meeting will vote on
the following amendment proposed by the Executive Board:
Under ARTICLE X, COMMITTEES; Section 2, Standing Committees; item “g.” Wisconsin Stamp Suggestion Committee shall
be removed. PURPOSE: In recognition of how the U.S. Postal
Service has changed its consideration of new stamp issues.

LAST CALL FOR DANEPEX ‘20 EXHIBITS—
ENTRIES DUE APRIL 1

DANEPEX welcomes exhibits from all Wisconsin Federation
of Stamp Clubs members and features a single-frame championship competition. Other exhibit classes offered are Open
(multi-frame), Youth, and Non-competitive. DANEPEX ‘20 judges are Brian J. Liedtke and Dan Undersander.
DANEPEX ’20 will be held Sunday April 5, at the Radisson
Hotel in Madison, Wis. Enter DANEPEX and apply judging comments to upgrade your exhibit for WISCOPEX 2020 scheduled
three weeks later on May 2-3.
Request an entry form and more details of the competition
by contacting Exhibits Chairman John Pare at 608-8527358, pare16@mhtc.net.

WISCOPEX 2020 SHOW INFORMATION
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1;
WISCOPEX ’20 Lodging Information – April 20 Deadline to stay
at the Retlaw
Experience the newly renovated historic Retlaw Hotel in
downtown Fond du Lac, where the WISCOPEX banquet will be
held. The Retlaw is just six blocks from the Masonic Center,
which is the WISCOPEX venue.
WISCOPEX has reserved a block of 25 rooms at a special rate
of $159 (plus 13.5 percent tax) for double and single accommodations. Reservations at the Retlaw must be made by April 20.
Contact the Retlaw Hotel reservation desk at (833) 473-8529.
Ask for the “Stamp Show” rate.
Many other hotels are located along Highway 41, about a 10
-minute drive to the Conference Center at the Masonic Center,
500 W. Arndt St., Fond du Lac. The two largest are the Holiday
Inn and Holiday Inn Express (920) 923-6567. Others include
Super 8 Motel (920-922-1068), Hampton Inn (920) 933-6767,
and Country Inn and Suites by Radisson (920) 924-8800.

This year’s WISCOPEX show will be held at the Fond du
Lac Masonic Center located at 500 W. Arndt St. (Source:
Google Maps).

Enhance your WISCOPEX show experience by staying at
the historic Hotel Retlaw (Source: CardCow.com).
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MISIDENTIFICATION OF U.S. PLAYING CARD
REVENUES & THE ACTS OF 1917 AND 1918
BY GREGG GREENWALD
Central Wisconsin Stamp Club
The Revenue Act of 1917 raised the tax on a deck of playing
cards from 2 cents to 7 cents. Due to the war effort, the Bureau of Engraving and Printing (BEP) was not able to produce a
new series of stamps to pay the new rate. Instead, large playing card manufactures were allowed to apply both their normal
precancel (showing their initials, etc.) as well as a surcharge to
the current 2 cent playing card stamps (Figure 1, Scott RF3,
rouletted 7) to show that the new tax rate had been paid by
making simple modifications to their current cancels.

Later in 1919, the BEP was able to alleviate the need for
playing card manufacturers to apply surcharges by printing a
surcharge that reads “8 Cts.”. An example is shown in Figure 3
(Scott RF16) with a used example having a catalogue value of
$1.50.

Figure 3: US Scott RF16.

Figure 1: US Scott RF3.
When the Revenue Act of 1918 went into effect on April 1,
1919, raising the tax on a deck of playing cards to 8 cents, the
BEP did not produce new stamps but allowed the playing card
manufacturers to continue the practice of applying the precancel and surcharge combination.
Figures 2 shows examples making use of the combination
precancel/surcharge. Examples from Standard Playing Card Co.
(Scott RF7and RF7a) with a large “7” upright and inverted are
on the left and an example from Russell Playing Card Co. (Scott
RF15) with a large inverted “8c” is on the right.
The surcharged stamps are not common, having catalogue
values of $1,100, $550 and $650 respectively.

The transition to the use by playing card manufacturers of
the BEP-surcharged stamps has been the source of great consternation amongst stamp collectors, dealers and auction houses to this very day. A footnote in the Scott Specialized Catalogue following RF7 makes note of the situation but one almost
needs to be able to visualize the circumstances. The last sentence of the footnote states “After [RF16] appeared the use of
some combinations was continued but only as cancellations.”
For a period of time after Scott RF16 came into use, the
Standard and Russell Playing Card Companies did not change
their cancelation plates, leaving the large ‘7’ and “8c” intact.
Examples can be seen in Figure 4. Note how similar the stamps
in Figure 2 are to those in Figure 4. Yet, the stamps in figure 4
are correctly identified as Scott RF16 (and not as Scott RF7, RF7a
and RF15) because the base stamp has the BEP-produced “8
Cts.” surcharge.

Figure 4: Figure 4, Scott RF16 looking like RF 7, 7a, 15
Misidentification can result in the much more common Scott
RF16 with an inverted red “8c” cancel being mistaken for the
much more valuable Scott RF15. Knowledge of the characteristics to look for is paramount to proper identification.
Figure 2: (L-R) Scott #’s RF7, RF7a, and RF15.
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CLOSED ALBUM
Chuck Sanders closed his album on December 16, 2019, at
the age of 83 years. He was born and raised in Ishpeming, MI.
He was a big quiet man, always willing to help. He was employed by Schneider Transportation National Inc. as Director
of Loss Prevention for 27 years. He served in the U.S. Army.
His main collecting interests were Monaco, South Korea,
Queen’s Silver Jubilee, and other miscellaneous. He was a
member of the American Philatelic Society. Chuck was a long
time, active member of the Green Bay Philatelic Society. He
was always there to help set up BAYPEX and help the venders
pack up at the end. He was also known as the one who took
food orders at BAYPEX and delivered the food, “still hot,” and
with the correct change. He is going to be missed by all.

The Prince’s Palace of Monaco Scott 129 (1932).
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SHOW CALENDAR
Want to list your event? Contact Karen
Weigt, 4184 Rose Ct., Madison, WI
53562
P: (608) 609-6173
E: klweigt@gmail.com

July 25
14th Annual Lakeland Coin and Stamp Summer Show
Lakeland Stamp and Coin Club, bourse
only. Woodruff Town Hall, Hwy. 47E,
Woodruff, WI. Sat. 9a-2p.
C: Dean Martin (715) 356-9453

Feb. 29-March 1
STAMPFEST ‘20
Milwaukee Philatelic Society, bourse
only. St. Aloysius Gonzaga Hall, 1441 S.
92nd St., West Allis, WI. Sat. 10a-5p,
Sun. 10a-3p.
C: Robert J. Mather (262) 968-2392
E: burrobob@wi.rr.com

September 25-27
MILCOPEX 2020
Milwaukee Philatelic Society, judged
exhibits, bourse, seminars. Crowne
Plaza Milwaukee Airport, 6401 S. 13th
St., Milwaukee, WI. Fri. 10a-6p, Sat.
10a-5p, Sun. 10a-3p.
C: www.milcopex.org

March 21
BAYPEX ‘20
Green Bay Philatelic Society, bourse and
exhibits. St. Matthew Catholic Church,
Multipurpose room, 2575 S. Webster
Ave., Green Bay, WI (parking in rear).
Sat. 9a-4p.
C: Mark Schroeder (920) 337-9616
E: markthetuba@gmail.com
April 5
DANEPEX ‘20
Badger Stamp Club, judged exhibits &
bourse. Radisson Hotel, 517 Grand Canyon Drive, Madison, WI. Sun. 10a-4p. C:
Bob Voss (608) 838-1033, P.O. Box 35,
McFarland, WI 53558
E: lestamps@charter.net
May 2-3
WISCOPEX 2020
WFSC 89th Annual Convention, hosted
by the Fond du Lac Stamp Club, judged
exhibits, seminars, bourse and auction.
Fond du Lac Masonic Center, 500 W.
Arndt St., Fond du Lac, WI. Sat. 10a-5p,
Sun. 10a-3p.
C: Clarence Davis (920) 929-9194
E: davisclarence@gmail.com
July 11 Bay de Noc Stamp &Coin Show
Bay de Noc Stamp and Coin Club, bourse
only. Bay College, 2000 N. 30th Street,
Joseph Heirman Buildings, Room 952
(accessed from Danforth Rd.), Escanaba,
MI. Sat. 10a-3p EASTERN STANDARD
TIME.
C: Richard Reiffers (906) 233-9261
E: rgrpaperboy@earthlink.net
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March 20-22

ASDA Midwest
Postage Stamp Show
American Stamp Dealers Association,
bourse only. Holiday Inn Chicago
Northbrook, 17W350 22nd St., Oakbrook Terrace, IL. Fri. & Sat. 10a-5p.,
Sun. 10a-3p.
March 21-22

Rockford 2-3-4
Stamp Expo
Rockford Stamp Club, bourse & exhibits. Forest Hills Lodge, 1601 W. Lane
Rd., (Hwy 173), Rockford/Loves Park,
IL. Sat. 10a-5p, Sun 10a-4p.
May 16-17
MSDA Milwaukee
Stamp Show
Midwest Stamp Dealers Association,
bourse only. Crowne Plaza Milwaukee
Airport, 6401 S. 13th St., Milwaukee,
WI. Sat. 10a-5p, Sun. 10a-3p.
May 29-31
COMPEX ‘20
Chicago Area Philatelic Societies,
judged exhibits & bourse. Guerin College Prep., 8001 W. Belmont Ave., River Grove, IL. Fri. & Sat. 10a-6p. Sun.
10a-4p.

