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WFSC Judges and Judging 
Stamp show 
committ~es 
- whether 
for 
WISCOPEX 
or a local 
event - at 
some point 
have to 
choose a jury 
to judge the 
expected 

exhibits. Wisconsin is fortunate to 
have a list of judges to use for these 
jury selection purposes. 

It's an economical advantage for 
show committees to use WFSC judges 
rather than pay high fees and lodging 
costs to obtain them from out of state. 
WFSC judges are familiar with BLUE 
BOOK exhibition rules and require
ments and require no lenghty indoctri
nation. They also have fellow mem
bers' interests at the fore. 

In the early 1950s, most judges 
were recruited from the Chicago area. 
It was at this time that the WFSC 

initiated a program of apprentice 
judging. I was fortunate enough to be 
included and worked with excellent 
juries and tutors until I was accredited 
for state-level judging. 

Selection of judges should be at 
least 50 percent from outside the 
show's metropolitan area and should 
always include at least one apprentice. 
(Apprentices are entitled ONLY to a 
free ticket for the awards banquet!) Try 
to obtain at least one judge who has 

not previously judged at your exhibi
tion. 

Judging is an inexact endeavor so be 
prepared to see somewhat different 
results of a particular entry displayed 
at various locations. This brings to 
mind a few simple rules that I use 
while judging: 

(1) Always judge an entry against 
judging standards. A good reference is 
the American Philatelic Society's 
Manual of Philatelic Judging. 

(2) Only judge one exhibit against 
another-after deliberations to break a 
tie. 

(3) Never judge the exhibitor! 
(4) Every time a previously-judged 

exhibit is presented, do not use previ
ous conclusions. Instead, examine the 
exhibit carefully for new and added 
material or for critique-corrected 
presentation. 

(5) Be prepared to explain the 
results of your judging in the areas of 
excesses, deficiences, good and bad 
exhibiting. Do this in a positive man
ner at a post-show critique to help the 
exhibitor with his or her next endeavor. 

WFSG apprentice judges must serve 
at four WFSC exhibitions along with at 
least two accredited judges. Apprentice 
requirements are: 

• a good general knowledge of 
philately, 

• an expert knowledge of their own 
specialty, 

• a good topical knowledge, 
• fluency in postal history, and 

( continued on p . 3) 
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WFSC Announcements 
1994-95 SHOW/BOURSE/MEETING INFO FLIER 
This most popular comprehensive document will be updated and sent to all 

member clubs with the September issue of Across the Fence Post. Fliers are 

for distribution to your membership and to visitors at your upcoming events. If 
you want your show/bourse to appear on the list covering events thru the 

summer of 1996, send details by no later than August 15, 1995, to: Karen 

Weigt, 4184 Rose Ct, Mit!dleton, WI 53562-4339 - phone (608) 836-1509. 

E-mail addresses are shown below. 

SUMMER ATFP PUBLICATION SCHEDULE 
May-June and July-August issues are scheduled for the summer months. 

Deadlines for the July-August issue are June 1 for advertising and June 5 for 

editorial. We'll return to monthly issues in September. 

Other Announcements 
CORRECTION - WILBER SYMES LIVES! 
Our apologies to Wilber Symes of the Manitowoc Philatelic Society. In the 

November '94 ATFP front-page article, his name was italicized, indicating he 

was a deceased member of the Wisconsin Philatelic Hall of Fame. Although 

Wilber is homebound, he is alive. 

CLOSED ALBUM -
Rev. C. L. Leitermann 

Father Leitermann passed away 

in March 1995. He was a past

president of the Oshkosh Phila

telic Society and served one term 

as WFSC Secy.-Treas. 

CLOSED ALBUM -
Harold C. Myhre 

Harold Myhre passed away in 

early April 1995. He was a 

member of the Badger Stamp 

Club (Madison) and Wisconsin 

Postal History Society. 

ACROSS THE FENCE POST is the official publication of the Wisconsin Federation 

of Stamp Clubs, Inc. , a 501 (c)3 non-profit organization and life member of the APS 

since 1953. For WFSC membership information, contact the Central Office and 

Secretary. 

ATFP is published monthly Sept-Apr.; bimonthly May-Aug. News of Wisconsin 

collectors, club news and gratis original articles related to philately are welcomed. 

The editor accepts submissions in any format, but reserves the right to make minor 

editing changes to conform with our style sheet. Material not carrying an individual 

copyright notice may be reproduced only by not-for-profit organizations, provided the 

author(s) and publication receive credit for any reprinted material. Unless explicitly 

stated by an officer in conjunction with official WFSC business, opinions expressed 

by individual authors are not necessarily endorsed by the WFSC. 

Submission deadlines are for the month. preceding month of publication as 

f9llows: advertising-1st of the month; editorial matter-5th of the month. 

Send editorial matter and stamp show calendar and cover listings to: Karen Weigt, 

Interim Editor, ATFP, 4184 Rose Ct., Middleton, WI 53562-phone (608) 836-1509 

[onl ine: CompuServe- 76026,2461 / Internet- 76026.2461@compuserve.com]. 

Send ads to : Ron Hayes, Advertising Manager, ATFP, 2641 20th Ave., Monroe, WI 

53566 - phone (608) 325-4929. See p. 12 for a complete list of advertising rates 

and policies (display, classifi ed and listings). 
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By Interim Editor Karen Weiat 

Editor's 
Comments 

As I write, WISCOPEX '95 is just two 
weeks down the road. And with it all 
happening on my home turf this year, 
there aren't enough hours in a day. The 
result could be a deluge of corrections 
for publication in the next issue but 
none, I hope, as morbid as the one 
shown on p. 2. 

When I answered the phone a few 
weeks ago, I heard, "Karen, this is 
Wilber Symes. I just thought I'd better 
call and let you know I'm not dead but 
I had been wondering why I was re
ceiving letters addressed 'To the Estate 
of .. . "' 

Since Wilber is physically unable to 
attend Manitowoc Philatelic Society 
meetings, periodically a few of the 
members go to his home to visit and 
drop off back issues of Across the 
Fence Post. Imagine his shock when 
he read of his demise, all because of a 
type-style error. 

By the way, the closed albums -
also published on p. 2 - have been 
confirmed, and via a letter from Doug 
Henkle, I learned that sometime in 
1992 Father Leitermann had sold all of 
his philatelic holdings to a dealer in 
California. 

Strictly by coincidence, you ' II find 
an article on p. 6, which is titled "Dead 
Countries." This is Clete Delvaux's 
latest informative contribution to 
ATFP, and we always welcome more 
from him. 

Dr. Allan Hauck, who is an ex
tremely prolific philatelic writer, has 
honored us with an article that appears 
on p. 7, and he has promised another! 

The WFSC is, indeed, fortunate to 
have many good writers, and one of the 
purposes of ATFP is to expose and 
encourage such talent But, a flair for 
writing is not necessary when it comes 
to contributing an article. The majority 
of our authors are simply stamp collec
tors who willingly share their comer of 
the hobby with the rest of us. Try 
it You'll like it, and we'll all reap 
the benefits. ■ 

Judges and 
Judging 
( continued from p. 1) 

• an awareness of philatelic litera
ture writers' entry requirements. 

The need for WFSC apprentice 
judges is becoming critical as many of 
our current judges are aging and the 
lead time for apprenticing is usually 
more than a year. 

So, let's hear from you prospective 
apprentices! Indicate your interest by 
writing to me at the address shown 
on p. 1. ■ 

Club News 
WAUWATOSA PHILATELIC 
SOCIETY AUCTION 

The Wauwatosa Philatelic Society held 
their annual public stamp auction on 
Saturday, March 18, at the Wauwatosa 
Civic Center. Approximately 50 par
ticipants were present to bid on the 228 
auction lots. The sale totaled over 
$1600. 

A Recalled Legends of the West 
pane with a $125 minimum bid sold 
for $161. ■ 

By Hank Schmidt, Oshkosh Philatelic society 

Oshkosh Collectors' Corner 
For slightly over two years the 
Oshkosh Post Office has operated a 
philatelic window in its sales lobby. 
When interviewed, Steve Lord, the 
clerk in charge, stated that thus far the 
window has been showing a profit. It, 
therefore, seems assured that this 
facilitiy will continue to operate for 
some time to come. 

We are pleased to have this window 
in Oshkosh because of its convenience 
to collectors in the area. It is nearly 
centrally located being almost halfway 
between like facilities located in Green 
Bay and Milwaukee. 

Steve tries to keep a complete stock 
of postal items on hand at all times. He 
did mention, however, that there have 
been a few items that he was unable to 
get or was given only a limited supply. 
An example is the Christmas Red 
Cardinal ATM stamp when it was first 
issued. 

Steve also will fill mail orders. He 
indicated that his service is faster than 
that of the Postal Service's Philatelic 
Fulfillment Service Center in Kansas 
City: All orders are sent post paid. 

To take advantage of this mail order 
service, write to: 

Collectors' Comer 
Attn: Steve Lord 
U.S. Postal Service 
1025 W. 20th Ave. 
Oshkosh, WI 54901 

Perhaps the only disadvantage of 
the Collectors' Comer is its rather 
brief hours of operation. Hours are 10 
a.m. to 12 noon, and 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays only. As 
of early December 1994, there were no 
plans to expand these hours. As I 
understand it, the reason for the very 
restricted hours is because the facility 
has no specific operating budget. 

If you plan on visiting Oshkosh, 
Collectors' Comer is located in the 
main post office at. 1025 W. 20th Ave. 
It is just.a short way off of Highway 
41. Thus, if you are approaching 
Oshkosh via 41, look for the Highway 
44 exit, tum off there, and proceed east 
into the city, where 44 becomes South 
Park A venue. Continue on South Park 
A venue until you reach 20th A venue. 
Take a half tum to the left and go east 
on 20th for about a half mile. You will 
notice the post office on your right. 

Enter the building at the main 
entrance, and immediately tum left. 
Go through the double doors, and 
Collectors' Comer is immediately on 
your left. Take out your want list, and 
start shopping. ■ 

Addresses for other USPS philatelic 
centers in Wisconsin are: ., 
Green Bay, 325 E. Walnut 54303 
Madison, 3902 Milwaukee St. 53714 
Milwaukee, 345 W. St. Paul Ave. 

53203 
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Bv WFSC Secv. Karen Weiat 
4184 Rose Ct., Middleton, WI 53562 

Stamp clubs avoid it; state and federal 
bureaucrats thrive on it. I'm speaking of 
the red tape that invariably creeps in at 
one point or another to suppress a club 
activity. 

One major piece of that red tape can 
be eliminated by ensuring that your 
bylaws include a dissolution statement, a 
policy for the dispersal of club assets in 
the event of disbandment. 

It can be simple. Here's how it ap
pears in the WFSC bylaws, which typifies 
the minimum wording for non-profit 
organizations, including local stamp 
clubs: 

"Upon dissolution of the WFSC, the 
officers thereof, after paying or making 
provision for the payment of all of the 
liabilities of the WFSC shall dispose of 
all of the assets of the WFSC exclusively 
for the purposes of a philatelic or other 
organization organized and operated 
exclusively for charitable, educational, or 
scientific purposes which shall at the time 
qualify as an exempt organization under 
Section 50l(c)(3) of the I.R.C. [Internal 
Revenue Code] or corresponding section 
of any future federal tax code." 

In essence, this statement assures that 
no individual or for-profit organization 

will receive assets accumulated through 
non-profit club endeavors. 

While you 're at those bylaws, spell 
out the minimum slate of officers re
quired to continue as an organization. 
Too often, no one will step forward to 
serve as president at the time of elections. 
The obvious is to simply go on without a 
specified leader. The situation becomes 
the norm and is never resolved. Before 
long, that dissolution policy becomes 
essential, not for pursuing a club activity 
but to actually close the books. 

Although inconceivable, there truly 
are times when an inadequate or token 
leader is better than no leader at all! 

What others are doing 

In May, the Outagamie Philatelic 
Society (Appleton) will hold its annual 
spring banquet. In June, the group will 
visit a Green Bay Philatelic Society 
meeting to participate in a silent auction. 

Everett Ellwitz, a U.S. Postal Service 
Marketing Specialist in Milwaukee, was 
the featured speaker at the February 
Milwaukee Philatelic Society meeting. 
He showed some interesting films and 
shared information about the United 
States postal system. 

Wauwatosa Philatelic Society library display 
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For the past several years the Lake 
County Philatelic Society (Gurnee, IL) 
has been meeting at the local Warren
Newport Library. To show their apprecia
tion for use of the facility, the group 
recently presented the library with a $75 
donation. It shocked the library staff, 
which apparently isn't used to such 
generosity. 

Here's a different twist on clothesline 
exhibits planned for the May meeting of 
the Northwoods Stamp and Coln Club 
(Rhinelander). Each member will bring 
a one-page exhibit enclosed in a page 
protector. Exhibits will be judged in the 
following categories: 

• topical subject 
• non-commercial album page 
• commercial album page 
• back~of-the-book item 
• oldest picture postcard showing 

oldest cancel 
• cover with the most postmarks (front 

and back) 
• oldest stamp on cover. 
Wauwatosa Philatelic Society mem

bers had a busy February. On the 20th, 
they set up a beautiful one-month display 
at the Wauwatosa Public Library titled 
"Our Cyclopedia of Stamps." 

On the 28th, they sponsored a Kid's 
Night at the Library, where 14 WPS 
volunteers presented a program on 
various facets of stamp collecting and 
distributed related materials and gifts to 
all the youths. ■ · 

FREE MAllrBID 
SALE 

CATALOG 
1000 LOTS EVERY 4-6 

WEEKS, US & WORLD WIDE 

ALMAJO STAMPS 
P.O. BOX 45 

WEYERHAEUSER. WI 
54895-0045 

Member: APS, ATA, BIA, GPS, 
WVPS, ETC. 

Store: 222 4th St. Phone: 715-353-2919 

We Buy Collections 
and Accumulations! 



By Hank Schmidt Box 6, Winnebago, WI 54985-0006 
Mbr,, Oshkosh Philatelic Society 

over Collecting: 
or in Passing 

As I've mentioned before, choosing a 
method/topic for first-day cover col
lecting is not unlike choosing a 
method/topic for collecting other areas 
of philately. 

Collecting by Scott number 

If a particular stamp catches your 
eye, has some special significance to 
you, or is related to some event in your 
life, then you may wish to start a 
collection of all of the distinct 
cacheted covers for that issue. 

If the stamp you choose was issued 
prior to 1940, the Planty Photo Ency
clopedia of Cacheted FDC' s will be 
most helpful. For stamps issued be
tween 1940 and 1970, the Mellone 
specialized cachet catalogs of FDCs are 
suggested references. 

Both of these catalog optiens pic
ture the cachets by issue. While they 
don't pretend to be complete listings of 
all cachets published during those 
intervals, they can take you a long way 
toward putting together a fine collec
tion of cacheted FDCs for your favorite 
stamp. 

If your chosen stamp is a post-1969 
issue, your collecting may be more 
difficult. Generalized photo catalogs 
for 1970 to present 'are unknown, 
though a few specialized catalogs for 
specific cachetmakers do exist. One 
publication that might be of assistance 
is Me/lone' s First Cachets. This publi
cation lists the names of most of the 
known cachetmakers, the Scott number 
of the stamp used on their first cachet, 
and whether or not they are currently 
active. If a cachetmaker has retired, the 
Scott number of the stamp shown on 
the last cachet is listed. At least you 
will have the opportunity to compile a 
list of cachetmakers who might have 
published cachets for your chosen 
item. 

Another helpful reference is the list . 
of known currently active cachet-

makers, which is updated and pub
lished annually by the American First 
Day Cover Society. 

Collecting by subject 

Should you choose to collect by 
subject, you will find the procedures 
discussed above to be helpful. The 
only additional area of research is to 
discover what was issued for your 
selected subject. As an example, I 
collect FDCs that have some relation
ship to the Wisconsin territory and 
state of Wisconsin. Thus. I am greatly 
interested in FDCs for Scott Nos. 739, 
957, and UX:113. 

Collecting by cachetmaker 

If you decide to collect all of the 
cachets for a specific cachetmaker, I 
suggest that you learn if this person is 
still active, what was the first cachet 
produced by this individual, for what 
philatelic events does he/she publish, 
and does your selected cachetmaker 
publish under more than one signature. 

This information can be obtained 
from Me/lone' s First Cachets or the 
AFDCS List of Current Cachetmakers. 
If the cachetmaker is still in business, 
you can contact the person directly and 
open a subscription account. You also 
can ask if the cachetmaker has a stock 
of back-issued FDCs for sale. 

If your favored cachetmaker is 
retired or deceased, you'll have to rely 
on the photo cachet catalogs previously 
mentioned for developing a want list. 
Perhaps the only source of items for 
your proposed collection are philatelic 
dealers, some of whom specialize in 
FDCs and others who are generalists 
but have a stock of FDCs. Most of 
these dealers will accept want lists and 
fill the lists as they acquire your 
wanted items. Unless an approval 
arrangement has been made, however, 
it is imperative that you specify how 
much you are willing to pay for your 

covers or you are at the ·mercy of the 
dealer with an obligation to pay what- . 
ever she/he may ask for a given item. 

Collecting by execution or method or 
production 

This may include collecting cachets 
that are done only in one color, hand
drawn/painted cachets, photo cachets, 
thermographed cachets, etc. I cannot 
offer much in the way of references 
other than to keep your eyes on the 
various articles that may appear in 
First Days, the official journal of the 
AFDCS, and the publications previ
ously mentioned. You also can learn 
about the availability of such cachets 
by corresponding and trading with 
other FDC collectors. 

If you choose to collect hand
colored cachets, be prepared to spend 
approximately $20-$70 per item. 

Collecting first cachets 

A popular area of FDC collecting is 
first cachets of all known cachet
makers. Because of the huge number 
of new cachetmakers constantly com
ing on board, it is almost impossible to 
remain current with all first cachets. A 
cqllector, however, can make an at
tempt at collecting first cachets of 
modem cachetmakers by following the 
column "Cachetmakers Update," 
which appears periodically in First 
Days. Other sources are the AFDCS 
List of Current Cachetmakers, 
Mellone's First Cachets, and the photo 
FDC catalogs mentioned above. 

Space does not permit me to list 
greater detail on the items discussed in 
this article. Thus, for further informa
tion, write to me and include a No. 10 
SASE. 

And, that's my comment, so what's 
your comment? ■ 

Coming in the 
July-August 

ATFP-
answers to the 1995 

WFSC Club Trivia 
Contest 
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By Ctete Qetyaux, Green Bay 
Philatelic Society 

Dead 
Countries 
One of the delightful ways to learn 
about the history and geography of 
modem nations is to collect and study 
the postage stamps of "dead" countries. 
Dead countries are defined as philatelic 
entities no longer issuing stamps under 
their original names. 

Of course, some dead countries 
come alive again. For example, the 
Baltic nations of Estonia, Lithuania, 
and Latvia are issuing stamps again. 
Also the break up of Yugoslavia finds 
Serbia, Croatia, Slovenia, etc., again 
issuing stamps just as they did before 
World War I. But even the postage 
stamps of these countries can be col
lected in an arrangement that shows 
their historical/geographical/postal 
changes. 

Many other dead countries resulted 
from former colonial entities becoming 
independent. Let me illustrate these 
kinds of dead countries with an ex
ample. 

Two years ago, I was preparing an 
article on the French poet Arthur 
Rimbaud (1854-1891). I was puzzled 
to find that three of the four stamps 
honoring Rimbaud had been issued by 
Djibouti, a country on the Red Sea 
coast of Africa. It turns out that 
Djibouti is the latest reincarnation 
(1977) of a French colonial territory 
begun in 1862. 

Since Rimbaud worked in this area 
in the 1880s, I was curious to know 
what postage stamps he used to post 
his mail to his employers and his 
family back in France. So using my 
1983 Scott catalog and The Scott . 
Stamp Atlas, here are the dead coun
tries I found that were supplanted by 
Djibouti, which became independent of 
France in 1977: 

(1) Ten years earlier in 1967, this 
area had an ever stranger-sounding 
name: the French Territory of Afars 
and Issas. The stamps issued by 
this dead country are relatively few 
and inexpensive. 
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(2) This same area (which The Scott 
Stamp Atlas calls French Somaliland) 
issued stamps under the name Somali 
Coast from 1894 to 1967. Except for 
the earlier issues, the stamps of this 
dead country are still relatively inex
pensive to collect. But since over 70 
years of issues are involved, a consid
erable outlay would be involved. 

Afars and lssas issue 

Somali Coast issue 

(3) The French had begun this 
African colony by acquiring a seaport 
named Obock in 1862. Obock issued 
its own stamps from 1892 to 1894. 
According to 1983 catalog values, 

Obock issue 

acquiring the 64 issues of this dead 
country would cost well over $3000. 

Arthur Rimbaud went back to die in 
France in 1891. Therefore, he had no 
opportunity to use even the Obock 
stamps on his mail. So what stamps did 
he use to post letters from this outpost 
of the French Colonial Empire? 

It seems likely that Rimbaud would 
have used the Peace and Commerce 
stamps of the French Colonies issues of 
1877-86. These were issued for use in 
all French colonies which did not have 
stamps of their own. 

What I wouldn't give to have one of 
his letters with the postage on the 
cover! I wonder if any exist. 

Of course, you need not try to be 
complete in your collection of dead 
countries. I think it would be fun to 
hunt through dealer stocks to find one 
stamp to represent each dead country 
you can fi nd. It would be educational 
too! ■ 

By Gregg Greenwald, 2401 Bluebird Ct., Marshfield, WI 54449-38128 
Mbr,, Central Wisconsin Stamp Club 

U.S. Varieties Clearinghouse 
New information 
has come to light 
regarding the 
Bureau of Engrav
ing and Printing 
produced 29c 

- - - • • • Pledge of Alle-
giance booklet, 

Scott #2594. Two versions of the 
newest printing have appeared. 

The original version was perforated 
10 x 9.8 and had a high-gloss gum. The 
new varieties are perforated 10.9 x 9.8 
and come with two types of gum, high-

gloss and low-gloss. The Minneapolis 
philatelic center has all three types in 
stock. They have the originals in books 
of 10 for $2.90, the perforate 10.9 x 
9.8 with high-gloss gum in books of 20 
with plate number 3333 for $5.80, and 
the low-gloss gum variety in books of 
20 with plate number 4444 for $5.80. 
The address for orders is: Stamp 
Shoppe, Main Post Office Lobby, 
1st St. & Marquette, Minneapolis, 
MN 55401. 

( continued on p. 9) 



Bv Allan Hauck, Wauwatosa 
PhHatelic Society 

Reply 
Coupons 
Dr. Hauck, of Somers, WI, is a retired 
professor of religion from Carthage 
College. He's a regular contributor to 
Global Stamp News with his column 
"Magpie Collector." He writes the 
"T.O.P.S." (J'opics On Postmarks and 
[meter] Slogans) column in Topical Time 
and edits the Reply Coupon Collectors 
newsletter. Dr. Hauck is widely known 
for his activity in the Collectors of Reli
gion on Stamps, of which he is the presi
dent. We're honored to have this contri
bution to ATFP and look forward to more. 

In the 1950s I had the good fortune of 
meeting Leo Goerth of Postman's 
Knock (Cincinnati, OH). Leo was one 
of those dealers who really loved 
stamps and collected them personally, 
but he was much more than an accu
mulator; he was a student of contempo
rary postal history. He introduced me 
to reply coupons and postal orders, a 
challenge with which I have now 
grappled for almost 50 years. 

After having discussed for many 
years various plans to enable corre
spondents to prepay a reply from 
abroad, the Universal Postal Union 
introduced International Reply Cou
pons on October 1, 1907. They were an 
instant success! 

Now, a Monnon genealogist in Salt 
Lake City could request genealogical 
information from a parish in northern 
Sweden and prepay the postal cost of 
reply by enclosing an IRC sold at post 
offices in the United States for only 6¢ 
back in 1907. Today, it takes 95¢ to 

~ UNION POSTM.E COUPON,AEPONSE 
~ UNIVERSEllE INTERNATIONAL 
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Fig . 1- current U.S. /RC 

buy an IRC at a United 
States post office. Over 
the years, there have 
been four major designs 
(and many changes in 
wording) used for IRCs. 

Scott's 1995 Special
ized Catalogue of 
United States Stamps 
gives an extremely 
simplified listing of 
International Reply 
Coupons issued by the 
United States on pages 
536-37. There are a few 
country catalogues for 
IRCs and a newsletter is 
published annually. 

In addition to IRCs, 
which are issued 
throughout the world 
under the auspices of 
the Universal Postal 
Union in Bern, Switzer
land, a number of 
regional reply coupons 
have been issued by 
some of the world's 
smaller postal unions. 

Fig. 4 

The British Empire issued Imperial 
Reply Coupons and then Common
wealth Reply Coupons (Figures 2 and 
3). The French Postal Union issued 
French Colonial Reply Coupons (and 
now coupons for the outlying depart
ments). (See Figure 4.) The Arab 
Postal Union and several other small 
postal unions have also issued their 
own reply coupons (Figure 5). 

How does one secure reply cou
pons? One can, of course, usually 
secure current examples by writing 
directly to the country of issue. I make 
a standing offer of 10 percent above 

. Tw: s Cc;UJ'OIII ..... I t •• , .. ,uiGID i• . .. ,, JIii.in' 
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Fig.3 

Fig.5 

the current United States redemption 
value (presently 50¢) for bulk supplies 
and pay more for older issues or items 
difficult to find. Whenever I write a 
dealer, I enclose a mimeographed sheet 
picturing several reply coupons and 
postal orders and my offer. Usually, 
when I am able to attend an area or 
regional stamp show, I find one or two 
additions to my collection or trading 
stock. 

I often laugh and observe that 
saving reply coupons enables me to 
buy whatever I find even though I'm 
on a restricted budget! ■ 
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1995 WFSC Membership List 
AAMS {Gen. Billy Mitchell Chptr.), 
W140 N7470 Lilly Rd., Menomonee 
Falls, WI 53051-4608 

Badger Stamp Club, 4184 Rose Ct, 
Middleton, WI 53562-4339 

Baraboo Stamp Club, 200 E. 
Minnehaha.Portage, WI 53901 

Belle City Stamp Club, 3222 N. Main 
St., Racine, WI 53402 

Central Wisconsin Stamp Club, 5520 
Barberry Dr., Wisconsin Rapids, WI 
54494 

Chain-o-Lakes Stamp Club, N2114 
Cleghorn Rd., Waupaca, WI 54981 

Chippewa Valley Stamp Club, 3213 
Brian, Eau Claire, WI 54701 

Cooney Numismatists & Philatelists, 
Ltd., 35442 Carriage Ct, 
Oconomowoc, WI 53066 

Fond du Lac Stamp Club, P.O. Box 
821, Fond du Lac, WI 54936-0821 

Germany Philatelic Society, Chapt. 
18, W140 N7470 Lilly Rd., 
Menomonee Falls, WI 53051-4608 

Green Bay Philatelic Society, 1002 
Amberly Trail, Green Bay, WI 54311 

Italian American Stamp Club, P.O. 
Box 210; Milwaukee, WI 53201-0210 

Janesville Stamp Club, 1604 S. 
Crosby Ave. , Janesville, WI 53546 

Kenosha Stamp and Cover Club, 
7620 - 10th Ave., Kenosha, WI 53143 

Kettle Moraine Coin and Stamp 
Club, P.O. Box 361, West Bend, WI 
53095 

Lake County Philatelic Society, 6834 
W. Monticello Ct., Gurnee, IL 60031 

Manitowoc Philatelic Society, 15 
South CTH S., Cato, WI 54206 

Milwaukee Philatelic Society, P.O. 
Box 1980, Milwaukee, WI 53201-1980 

North Shore Philatelic Society of 
Milwaukee, 5575 N. Bay Ridge Ave., 
Milwaukee, WI 53217-5146 
8 

Northwestern Mutual Stamp Club, 
Northwestern Mutual Life, 720 E. 
Wisconsin Ave., Milwaukee, WI 
53202 

Northwoods Philatelic Society {Iron 
Mt.), 407 W. Brown St., Iron Moun
tain, MI 49801 

Northwoods Stamp and Coin Club 
{Rhinelander), Box 126, Rhinelander, 
WI 54501 

Oshkosh Philatelic Society, 1582 Old 
Knapp Rd., Oshkosh, WI 54901-9190 

Outagamie Philatelic Society, P.O. 
Box 11, Appleton, WI 54912 

Polish American Stamp Club, P.O. 
Box 1920, Milwaukee, WI 53201 

Ripon Philatelic Society, 625 Wash
ington St., Ripon, WI 54971-1048 

Sheboygan Stamp Club, P.O. Box 
907,Sheboygan, WI 53082-0907 

Walworth County Stamp Club, P.O. 
Box 272, Williams Bay, WI 53191 

Waukesha County Philatelic Society, 
S56-W29562 Roanoke Dr., Waukesha, 
WI 53188-9750 

Wauwatosa Philatelic Society, P.O. 
Box 13102, Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

Wisconsin Blue and Gray Society, 
2514 Sheridan Place, Manitowoc, WI 
54220 

Wisconsin Postal History Society, 
N94 W32259 County Line Rd., 
Hartland, WI 53029 

Wisconsin Valley Philatelic Society, 
P.O. Box 71, Wausau, WI 54402-0071 

WFSC MEMBERS-AT-LARGE 
WFSC MAL, 1765 Juno Ave., St. 

Paul, MN 55116 
WFSC MAL, P.O. Box 51271, New 

Berlin, WI 53151 
WFSC MAL, N1429 Pulaski Lake 

Rd., Bruce, WI 54819 
WFSC MAL, 2335 W. Suelane Rd., 

Milwaukee, WI 53209 
WFSC MAL, Suite 152F, Oakwood 

Sq., 1400 State Highway 101 North, 
Plymouth, MN 55447 

WFSC MAL, P.O. Box 6, Des 
Plaines, IL 60016 

WFSC MAL, P.O. Box 6, 
Winnebago, WI 54985 

WFSC MAt., 952 Kings Crown Dr., 
Sanibel, FL 33957 

WFSC MAL, 2953 Crystal Palace 
Ln., Pasadena, MD 21122 

Bv Steve Langkau, Oshkosh Philatelic Society 

On Wisconsin 
In /998, the Badger Stale celebrates its 
[50th anniversary of statehood. As a 
prelude lo the occasion, this column 
regularly features a stamp, or other 
postal item, and story pertaining to the 
state of Wisconsin . 

Wisconsin has a rich history of 
philately. In 1949, Wisconsin gave 
birth. to the second largest philatelic 
society in the United States. Jerry 
Husak, a 17-year-old Milwaukee 
boy, founded the American Topical 
Association. 

The ATA has served over 45,000 
stamp collectors since its beginning 
and, today has over 8,000 members 

U.S. Scott #1474 

residing in 90 countries. Jerry Husak 
is a member of the Wisconsin Phila
telic Hall of Fame. ■ 



Having stamp fun with new 
issues - Part IV 

Use the Richard Nixon memorial 
stamp as an introduction to stamps that 
depict the presidents of the United 
States. Prior to your meeting, have a 
club member prepare a brief report on 
Nixon. Award a mint copy of the 
stamp. 

Discuss stamp criteria (as estab
lished by the U.S. Postal Service and 
_members of the Citizens' Stamp Advi
sory Committee) and how it is used in 
determining the eligibility of subjects 
for commemoration on stamps. 

Many of the stamps depicting 
presidents are definitives. Give a mini
lesson reviewing the differences be
tween commemorative and definitive 
stamps. Introduce the concept of 
memorial stamps such as the 2¢ Black 
Harding of 1923. 

Have the youth peruse a United 
States stamp catalog and record the 
catalog numbers of 10 different stamps 
featuring presidents. Show them how 
to use the subject index to help them 
find specific information more quickly. 

Another mini-lesson can focus on 
the various sets that feature United 
States presidents. Among the most 
notable are the stamps from the 1938 
Presidential series, The Prexies portray 
each of the 29 deceased presidents 
from George Washington through 
Calvin Coolidge on a separate postage 
stamp. The first president appears on 
the 1¢ stamp, the second on the 2¢ 
value, etc., through the 22¢ value 
depicting Grover Cleveland. Cleveland 
was also the 24th president but was not 
depicted again on a stamp. After the 
22¢ value, there is no connection 
between the terms of tenure in office 
and the denominations of the stamps. 

With large groups, consider mount
ing each of the first 22 values on a 
small 2" x 3" card. Distribute one card 
to each member and have them arrange 
themselves in numerical order. Starting 

av WFSC YP Youth Division MaryAnn Bowman 

Joinin with Juniors 
with the 1¢ denomination, have each 
youth call out the name of their presi
dent and the term of office. 

Gifted or advanced youth collectors 
may be challenged to identify presi
dents that had appeared on postage 
stamps prior to the 1938 Prexies. 
Compare those names with the presi
dents of the 1938 series. What 12 
presidents were honored on a postage 
stamp design for the first time? 

Compare the Prexies with those 
commemorated on the 1986 Presiden
tial miniature sheets issued for 
Ameripex. How many additional 
presidents were honored? Did any of 
these presidents also have other stamps 
issued for them prior to the AMERIPEX 
issue? 

Use the AMERIPEX sheets to con
duct a mini-lesson on miniature sheets. 
Make a display of presidents depicted 
on other United States sets such as 
the Liberty and Prominent Ameri
cans issues. 

Using a mixture of stamps, conduct 
a scavenger hunt of presidents. You 
may want to provide a grid with spaces 
labeled for each deceased president. 

Children will have fun creating fact 
cards about the presidents. Give each 
child one stamp depicting a United 
States president. Mount each stamp on 
the left portion of a lined 5" x 8" index 
card. The remaining portion of the card 
should be used to write up biographical 
information about the president pic
tured on the stamp. Oral presentations 
can follow. 

Kids are intrigued by trivia. Leaders 
might choose a few of the more inter
esting facts as they relate to the better 
known presidents and prepare a match
ing game sheet - match the fact with 
the stamp featuring the president. 

I'd love to hear your ideas! What 
"stamp fun" did you have with the 
Nixon stamp? Write to MaryAnn 
Bowman, P.O. Box 1451, Waukesha, 
WI 53187. ■ 

U.S. Varieties Clearinghouse 
( continued from p. 6) 

The second 
variety that I'll 
cover this month is 
a reprinting of the 
3¢ Paul Dudley 
White MD stamp 
(Scott #2170). The 
new stamp is from 

plate 4 and is untagged. The previous 
version of the stamp was block tagged. 
This stamp is available from the Green 
Bay philatelic center, and a plate strip 
of 20 must be purchased for a plate 
block. Their address is: Stamp Shoppe, 
300 Packerland Dr., Green Bay, WI 
54303-9998 

Finally, a quick note ~bout gum: 
The editors at Linn's Stamp News have 
changed their terminology regarding 
what they call different types of gum. 

I agree with them, and I will use these 
terms in the future. Currently, I know 
of three different types of gum being 
used. 

• The first is a very shiny gum, and 
is called high-gloss. 

• The seconp is a matte-finish gum, 
and is called low-gloss. 

• The last type of gum does not have 
any shine to it at all and is called dull
finish or dull gum. 

Time will tell whether these terms 
stick, but I'll try very hard to be con
sistent when I rtfer to a stamp's gum 
type. 

Please direct comments/questions to 
me at the address shown above. If a 
response is requested, please include 
a SASE. ■ 
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Show Calendar and Registry 

June 17 - 18 
14th ANNUAL SHOW 

&BOURSE 
Northwoods Stamp and Coin Club 
Nicolet College, LRC Building 

County "G," Rhinelander 
(Contact: George Jacobs, P.O. Box 

126, Rhinelander, WI 54501 - phone 
(715) 282-6163) 

Sept. 22 - 24 
MILCOPEX '95 

Milwaukee Philatelic Society 
MECCA, Bruce Hall 

500 W. Kilbourn, Milwaukee 
(Contact: MPS, P.O. Box 1980, 

Milwaukee, WI 53201-1980) 

Oct. 28 - 29 
TOSAPEX '95 

Wauwatosa Philatelic Society 
St. Aloysius Gonzaga Hall 

1435 So. 92nd St., West Allis 
(Contact: WPS, P.O. Box 13102, 

Wausatosa, WI 53213) 

Nov. 11 - 12 
FALL COIN & STAMP SHOW 
Kettle Moraine Coin and Stamp Club 

Paradise Mall 
1400 So. Main St., West Bend 

(Contact: Bill Yankus, P.O. Box 251, 
West Bend, WI 53095-0251) 

April 20 - 21, 1996 

WISCOPEX '96 
hosted by Waukesha County 

Philatelic Society 
Olympia Resort and Conference 

Center, Oconomowoc, WI (Contact: 
Robert J. Mather, S56-W29562 

Roanoke Dr., Waukesha, WI 
53188-9750) 

List your show, bourse, auction or event 
~ EB.E.E for WFSC member-club shows - classlfled rates for 

non-members and all other events 

June 17 - 18 
TRI-PEX STAMP FAIR '95 

- BO URSE - (5195) 

Italian Amer. Stamp Club, North Shore 
Phil. Soc., Polish Amer. Stamp Club 

St. Aloysius Gonzaga Hall 
1435 So. 92nd St., West Allis 

(Contact: Michael Uhlarik, 6028 N. 
Kent Ave., Whitefish Bay, WI 53217) 

Sept. 30 - Oct. 1 
WAUSAPEX '95 

Wisconsin Valley Philatelic Society 
VFW Hall, 388 River Dr., Wausau 

(Contact: WVPS, P.O. Box 71, 
Wausau, WI 54402-0071) 

Sept. 9 - 1 O 
WALCOPEX '95 

Walworth County Stamp Club 
YMCA Building 

Wells St., Lake Geneva 
(Contact: WCSC, P.O. Box 272, 

Williams Bay, WI 53191) 

October 7 · 
DANEPEX '95 
Badger Stamp Club 

Holiday Inn Southeast, I-90 & Hwy. 
12/18 (Exit 142B), Madison 

(Contact: Dan Undersander, 7526 Fox 
Point Cir., Madison, WI 53717 -

phone (608) 836-1392 

~rft•~e,nf8ii~ 
WANTED: POSTAL (MONEY) ORDERS of all coulltries. Allan 

Hauck, Box 165, Somers, WI 53171-0165. (Wauwatosa Phil. Soc.) 

Mail Bid Sales 
Free Catalogs 

U.S. and Foreign stamps, covers, lots, 

collections, literature, paper collectables. 

Write or call for catalog. Satisfaction guaranteed. 

We also buy stamps, covers, literature, etc. 

Juno Stamps 
1765 Juno Ave. 

St. Paul, Minn. 5 S 116"." 146 7 

612-699-2166 1-800-714-3469 Fax 612-699-2510 

APS ASDA ATA TMPS WFSC ISJP MSDA 
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Member: 
William Otto 
Bill Otto needs no introduction to 
stamp collectors in the Milwaukee 
area. If stamp collecting is involved, 
Bill will be there. And if it's a special 
event, he'll be available to ensure 
that it is a success. 

This is quite evident by the num
ber of memberships Bill holds in 
stamps clubs in the area. The list is 
long so take a deep breath: the Mil
waukee Philatelic Society, of which 
he is president, and the Italian Ameri
can Stamp Club, of which he is vice 
president. Bill is a charter member of 
the Waukesha County Philatelic 
Society and the American Air Mail 
Society, General Billy Mitchell 
Chapter. He additionally belongs to 
the Heinrich von Stephan Chapter 18 
of the Germany Philatelic Society, 
the Polish American Stamp Club, 
North Shore Philatelic Society of 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin Postal History 

., Society, and the Czeslaw Slania 
Study Group. 

Bill regularly attends the meetings 
of these clubs and is an active partici
pant, not just a member in name 
only. He also visits schools in the 
area to present talks and demonstra
tions about stamp collecting to kids, 
and he and his wife, Ruby, tend the 
youth table at MILCOPEX each year. 

Bill was the main force in starting 
the annual 1RI-PEX Stamp Fair in 
Milwaukee. He was a charter mem
ber of the Greater Milwaukee Area 

By Robert J. Mather. Waukesha County 
Philatelic society 

Who's 
Who in the 
WFSC 

Distinguished Philatelist Appreciation 
Committee and has served on this 
committee every year since its incep
tion. He is deeply involved in the 
Milwaukee Philatelic Society's annual 
Great Circus Parade activities and is 
one of the main participants in 

Bill started collecting stamps in 
1948. Ruby had an uncle who was a 
doctor and did a lot of traveling for 
the government. As a result, he 
brought back many postal items and 
Bill enjoyed looking at them. Ruby 
suggested that Bill should start 

collecting 

"His greatest contribution, however, perhaps 
may well be his easygoing, friendly and wann 
personality. Those who know him respect him 
and develop an affection for him because of who 
he Is, not Just because of what he has done" 

stamps and that 
got him started. 

He collects 
stamps of the 
United States, 
United Nations, 
Canada, and 

MILCOPEX. Additionally, he has 
become the liaison with the Milwaukee 
Post Office for the numerous clubs in 
the area and is able to obtain services 
and favors from the post office for 
many club events. 

Bill lives in the city of Milwaukee 
and his marriage to Ruby is nearing 50 
years. He has four children and eight 
grandchildren. He and Ruby devote a 
lot of time and energy to these grand
children and he has gotten them ac
tively involved in stamp collecting. 
This bodes well for the future of the 
hobby if they follow their "grandpa's" 
example. 

Great Britain. 
He enjoys trav

eling to shows and first-day ceremo
nies. 

Bill also enjoys watching football 
and is a Packer fan. He served in the 
Pacific in the Navy from 1944 to 
1946. 

As the aforementioned attests to, 
Bill is certainly active and involved 
in the hobby and has done a lot to 
foster and encourage the involve
ment of others as well. His greatest 
contribution, however, perhaps may 
well be his easygoing, friendly and 
warm personality. Those who know 
him respect him and develop an 
affection for him because of who he 
is, not just because of what he has 
done. 

Bill is 67 years of age and retired 
from Oilgear as a crane operator in 
May 1990. At that time, his family 
threw a surprise party for him and 
invited his stamp collecting acquain
tances. Suffice to say, Bill has a lot of 
friends in the hobby and the party was 
a great success. 

We owe Bill a debt of gratitude 
for all the contributions he has 
made, and the hobby is indeed better 
off because of him. ■ 
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DISPLAY ADS 
Ad Dimensions Commercial WFSC Club 20% 

Ad Category (wjg!ll X h~ighl} ~ ~i~~Dl B.11" 

A - (full page) 71/4" X 91/2" $40.00 $32.00 

B - (1/2 page) 71/4°' X 4¼" $25.00 $20.00 

C - (large 1/4 page) 43/4" X 6" $19.50 $15.60 

D - (medium 1/4 page) 43/4" X 33/4°' $14.00 $11.20 

E - (1/a page) 21/4" X 3¼" $ 7.00 $ 5.60 

F - (econo-ad) 21/4" X 23/4" $ 3.50 $ 2.80 

G - (commercial back page) 71/4°' X 91/2" $55.00 

Preprinted Insert Ads POR 

~ates and dimensions are for either camera-ready or non-camera-ready copy and payment 
with order (checlcs payable to WFSC). Deadline 1st of the month preceding month of issue. 
Send to: Karen Weigt, ATFP, 4184 Rose Ct, Middleton, WI 53562 -(608) 836-1509. 

r------------------------7 
PAID CLASSIFIED AD 

I Minimum ad 25 words or less: $2.00 (8¢/word) or $1.25 (5¢/word) for WFSC clubs, 

I members-at-large (MAL), and individuals who belong to WFSC clubs. Each abbreviated 
word counts as one word (MNH = 3 words) (U.S. = 2 words), and two-word cities= 2 

words. For WFSC member discount, include club name, MAL status, or name of club in 

which you hold membership. Club name or MAL notation is free. Rates are for payment 

with order (checlcs payable to WFSC). Deadline 1st of the month preceding month of 
issue. Send to: Karen Weigt, ATFP, 4184 Rose Ct, Middleton, WI 53562. 

Discount Eligibility (~lub/MAI)Club Membership): 

~----------------- _J 

------------------------7 r MEMBERS ONLY FREE CLASSIFIED AD 
Maximum free ad 25 words twice a year. Must be WFSC member club, member-at-large 
(MAL), or individual belonging to a WFSC member club. Each abbreviated word counts 

as one word (MNH = 3 words) (U.S. = 2 words), and two-word cities= 2 words. Include 

club name, MAL status, or name of club in which you hold membership: not included in 
25-word count. Deadline 1st of the month preceding month of issue. Send to: Karen 

Weigt, ATFP, 4184 Rose Ct, Middleton, WI 53562. 

Free Ad Eligibility (Club/MALJClub Membership): 
~-- ____________ _j 
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SHOW CALENDAR AND 
REGISTRY LISTING 

FREE for WFSC member-club shows with 
competitive exhibits. Non-members and 
other event listings (bourses, etc.) use 
paid classified ad rates and instructions, 
mm! send to: Karen Weigt, Interim 
Editor, ATFP, 4184 Rose Ct., Middleton, 
WI 53562. 

r
1 

- MEMBER cLuBs oNLY - 7
1 COVER LISTING 

I I I One per cover FREE for WFSC member- I 
I 

club sponsored covers. All requests must I 
be made on this form and submitted prior 
to date cover first goes on sale. For ad- I 
ditional listings and words, use paid clas
sified ad rates and instructions. Send to: 
Karen Weigt, Interim Editor, ATFP, 4184 
Rose Ct., Middleton; WI 53562. . 

Date cover g~s on sale ____ _ 

Type of cover (show/first-day, etc.) and 
theme: _________ _ 

Description of offer (limit 20 words). 
Each abbreviated word counts as one 
word (MNH = 3 words) (U.S.= 2 words), 
and two-word cities = 2 words: 

___ (5¢/word) 

Price: _________ _ 

No. 10 SASE required? ( ) yes ( ) no 

Agent for orders and address: 

Club: ---------:J t.: _________ _ 


