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Statehood Day Weekend,
May 29-31
In celebration of
Wisconsin 's 150 years of
statehood, the Wisconsin
Sesquicentennial Commission has planned an entire
weekend of activities that
will take place in Madison.
May 29 is Statehood
Day, when the first-day ceremony for the
Wisconsin Statehood stamp , which commemorates the anniversary, will be held at 9 a.m . in
downtown Madison. After attending the stamp
ceremony, plan to stay for the many other
festivities scheduled to take place on
Madison's Capitol Square. Details and the
schedule of events are listed on page 11.
While first-day cover collectors can receive
cancels on their individual items, the Sesquicentennial Commission will strictly enforce its
policy of no private sales within the Madison
Capitol Square area on May 29 . (The U.S.
Postal Service is the only exception .) If,
therefore , you are looking to pick up a variety

of Wisconsin Statehood first-day covers , you 'II
have to return to Madison on May 30 . A
pictorial second-day-of-issue cancel featuring a
cow (see p. 3) will be available that day , but
no special ceremony is planned.
Madison second-day cancels can be obtained at the Postal Service van that will be
parked on Carroll Street (see map on p. 11) .
Through intensive efforts by Ellen Vigil of the
Madison Post Office, permission was obtained
for various organizations to sell approved
statehood-related philatelic items within the
vicinity of the van . This includes sales by the
Badger Stamp Club and the WFSC, which will
additionally distribute literature promoting all
its member clubs . I'm sure there will be other
groups selling covers, but they are not known
at this time .
You'll want to be at Madison's Capitol
Square on May 30 anyway, as the schedule of
activities is as exciting as the events planned
for Statehood Day . Enjoy the farmers' market,
Civil War re-enactor's march to the capitol
and parade , historical speeches, a concert, and
much more .
For a detailed schedule of all Statehood
Weekend events , contact: Wisconsin Sesquicentennial Commission, 8 South Carroll St. ,
Madison , WI 53701 -1848, phone (800) 3736376 . You can also visit the commission's
Web site at www.l50years.stat e.wi.us. The
site includes a listing of events planned in
other areas of the state throughout the entire
sesquicentennial year.
Wisconsin statehood philatelic enthusiasts
will also want to obtain the many second-day
and commemorative cancels offered at community events throughout the state. Those
cancels known by the Madison Post Office as
of early April are :
May 30, Readfield
May 30 , Madison
May 30, Village of Union Center
May 30 , Friendship/Adams County
May 30, Sussex
June 1, Brodhead
June 14, Albany
June 19-21 , Baileys Harbor
July 12, Fifield

Also see the ad on p. 10 regarding Marathon
County cachets and cancels .
Now I suppose I'm going to hear grumbling
about missing cancel listings , particularly from
the WFSC clubs who have mentioned working
with their local post offices on cancel plans . But,
since I don 't have dates or confirmations that the
cancels were actually submitted, I thought it
safer to exclude them at this time . Within the
next two weeks (by May 1), I will have the
complete list of May 30 cancels . Send me a
SASE if you want a copy (my address on p. 2).

Help Wanted to Apply
First-Day-of-Issue Cancels
The Madison Post Office is seeking volunteers
to help service covers on May 29 at Madison 's
Capitol Square. All volunteers must attend a
training session, which will be held at
Madison's Main Post Office on Thursday ,
May 28. For further information, phone Ellen
Vigil at (608) 246-1282, or write to her at
P.O . Box 7990, Madison, WI 53707-7990 .
Ellen is customer relations coordinator at the
Madison Post Office.

Milwaukee Philatelic
Society Bus Trip to Madison
The MPS has chartered a bus for those interested in getting to Madison for the Wisconsin
Statehood stamp first -day ceremony. The fir st
pickup is scheduled for 7 a.m . at Watertown
Plank Road in Milwaukee . The bus will leave
Madison to return to Milwaukee at 1 p .m.
For information about other pickup sites, cost ,
and to register for the trip , contact Alice
Archie a\ (414) 771 -3128 .

Statehood Stamp Printed
in Columbus, WI
According to an artic le appearing in a Stevens
Point newspaper, the U.S. Postal Service 's
Wisconsin Statehood stamp is being printed by
the American Packaging Corp . 's plant in
Columbus, WI. American Packaging was
chosen to produce postage stamps by Sennett
Security Products of Chantilly , VA , one of
four companies awarded Postal Service
contracts in February of thi s year.

Show Calendar and Registry
List your show, bourse, auction or event
~

FREE for WFSC member-club shows non-members and all other events

classified rates for

June 20-21

June 27-28

August 29

September 12-13

17th ANNUAL SHOW AND BOURSE
Northwoods Stamp and Coin Club
Nicolet College, LRC Building
County G, Rhinelander
(Contact: Larry Marten, 3295 Hancock
Lake Rd., Harshaw, WI 54529 - phone
(715) 282-5636)

TRI-PEX STAMP FAIR '98
Italian Amer. Stamp Club, North Shore
Phil. Soc., Polish Amer. Stamp Club
St. Aloysius Gonzaga Hall
1435 So. 92nd St., West Allis
(Contact: Rob Henak, 80 IO N. Mohawk
Ave., Fox Point, WI 53217) (5/98)

FONDYPEX '98
Fond du Lac Stamp Club
American Legion Memorial Clubhouse
500 Fond du Lac Av., Fond du Lac
(Contact Fred Ericksen, P.O. Box 821 .
Fond du Lac, WI 54936-0821 )

WALCOPEX '98
Walworth County Stamp Club
YMCA Building, Wells St., Lake Geneva
(Contact WCSC, P.O. Box 272, Williams
Bay, Wl53191 )

September 18-20

September 26-27

October 4

October 10

MILCOPEX '98
Milwaukee Philatelic Society
Wisconsin State Fair Park, Milwau kee/
West Allis, 1-94 & 84th St. (Gate 5)
(Contact: MPS, P.O. Box 2980,
Milwaukee, WI 53201 -1980)

WaUSApex '98
Wisconsin Valley Philatelic Society
VFW Hall, 388 River Dr., Wausau
(Contact WVPS, P.O. Box 71 , Wausau.
WI 54402-0071 )

SHEPEX '98
Sheboygan Stamp Club
Rehabilitation Center of Sheboygan. 1305
St. Clair Ave., Sheboygan (Contact SSC,
P.O. Box 907, Sheboygan, WI 53082)

DANEPEX '98
Badger Stamp Club
Abundant Life Christian School, 490 I E.
Buckeye Rd., Madison (Contact: Karen
Weigt. 4184 Rose Ct., Middleton, WI
53562 - (608) 836-1509)

October 24-25

November 14-15

TOSAPEX '98
Wauwatosa Philatelic Society
St. Aloysi us Gonzaga Hall, 1435 So. 92nd
St. (Contact WPS P.O. Box 13 102,
Wauwatosa, WI 53213)

FALL COIN & STAMP SHOW
Kettle Moraine Coin and Stamp Club
Location to be determined.

The summer ATFP publication schedule is bimonthly
with a May-June and a July-August issue.
ACROSS THE FENCE POST is the official publicati on·
of the Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs, Inc. , a
50 l (c)3 non-profit organization and li fe member of the
APS since 1953. For WFSC membership in fo rmation,
contact the Central Office.
ATFP is pub lished monthl y Sept. -Apr. ; bimonthly May-Aug.
News of Wisconsin coll ectors, club news and gratis original art icles
related to philately are welcomed. The editor accepts submissions in
any fo rmat, but reserves the right to make minor editing changes to
confo rm with our style sheet. Material not carrying an indi vidual
copyright notice may be reproduced only by not-fo r-profit organ izations, provided the author(s) and publ ication receive credit fo r any
rep rinted material. Unl ess explicitly stated by an officer in conjunction with official WFSC business, opinions expressed by individual
authors are _not necessarily endorsed by the WFSC.
Sub mission deadlines are for the month preceding month of
publication as follows: advertising-1st of the month ; editorial
matter-5th of the month. Send editorial matter and stamp show
calendar and cover listi ngs to: Karen Weigl, Ed itor, ATFP, 4 184 Rose
Ct. , Middl eton, WI 53562 - phone (608) 836-1509
[ka renweigt@compuserve.com] . Send ads to: Jim and Re nee Seiler,
Advertising Managers, ATFP, P.O. Box 247, Reedsville, WI 54230 phone (920) 772-4297. For a comp lete list of advert is ing rates and
po licies (display , classified and listings}, see the July-August '97 issue of
ATFP, or request a copy from the advertising manage rs.

WFSC Announcements

Club News

WFSC WISCONSIN STATEHOOD
ANNIVERSARY FIRST-DAY COVER

BADGER STAMP CLUB AT
STATEHOOD WEEKEND EVENT

The WFSC's Wisconsin Statehood first-day
cover includes a cachet
printed in blue and
gold. Cost is $2 each.
Send mail orders to:
c--·••,':";~".";;;;.'.."""~--·• Mary Ann Bowman,
P.O. Box 1451,
Waukesha, WI 53187. Include a No. 10 SASE
and make checks payable to the WFSC.

The Badger Stamp Club will staff a table at
Madison's Capitol Square on May 30 . In
addition to promoting the club to adults,
youths will be introduced to the hobby by
receiving a free packet of stamps. BSC also
will sell a first-day cover commemorating
Wisconsin's 150th anniversary plus another
cover with Madison's second-day-of-issue
cancel on the Wisconsin Statehood stamp. See
"Cover Listing " for descriptions and mailorder instructions .

THANK YOU, AL MARCUS
We owe a tremendous thank-you to Al Marcus ,
the WFSC 's VP. Al provided the cachet design
for the FDC described above. He also did the
great artwork for the WFSC's Lombardi and
"The Stars and Stripes Forever 1" covers.
1998-99 SHOW /BOURSE/MEETING
INFO FLIER
The annual flier will be updated and sent with
the September issue of Across the Fence Post.
It includes shows and commercial bourses to be
held not only within Wisconsin , but also in
areas that border the state.
If you want your show/bourse to appear on
the list covering events through the summer of
1999, send details by no later than August 15,
1998 , to Karen Weigt, 4184 Rose Ct. ,
Middleton, WI 53562-4339 , (608) 836-1509,
or e-mail karenweigt@compuserve.com. Include a
contact name, address and phone number.

Racine's Postal Legacy
In honor of the Wisconsin ' s sesquicentennial
year, the Racine Heritage Museum is displaying "Racine's Postal Legacy," an exhibit of
postal history including cancellations, advertising envelopes, etc . Exhibit items are from the
collections of Raymond J. Wood, the Racine
Post Office and the museum itself. The exhibit
opened on Thursday, April 23 . The museum is
located at 701 So. Main St., Racine , WI.

Bv Steve Langkau, former WFSC Historian

On Wisconsin

A

The Badger Szate celebrates its
I 50th anniversary of statehood this
yea r. In conjunction with the
occasion , this column regularly
feat ures a stamp (or other postal item) and story
pertaining to the state of Wisconsin.

Judge James Doty suggested that the capitol
be built on a site where no city yet existed .
Since Doty owned a large amount of land
between Lake Mendota and Lake Monona,
he persuaded Wisconsin lawmakers to build

SESQUICENTENNIAL STATION

Madison, WI 53701
·America '.s 0,,1iryl,md· Celebrates
I SO Years of Statehood
May JO, 1998

Madison's second-day cancel
KENOSHA'S STAMP SHOW '98
EXHIBIT AW ARDS
STAMP SHOW '98, sponsored by the
Kenosha Stamp and Cover Club , was held
February 14-15 at St. Mark's Auditorium in
Kenosha. Exhibit awards were as follows:
Best of Show plus 1st in U.S. category and
People ' s Choice - lmponant Firsts in U.S.
Stamps , by Serge Logan
2nd in U.S. category - Postal History Covers,
by Lou Perri
First in topical category - Statue of Libeny , by
Dennis Mueller
2nd in topical category plus 1st amateur exhibit - Domestic Cats, by Alice Bieda
2nd amateur exhibit - World War II: German
Occupation of Poland, by Joe Renkas
2nd amateur exhibit - Collecting Foreign Postage Stamps, Ed Bieda

Lis,i.t1'3
Wisconsin Statehood First- and Second-day Covers
May 29 and May 30, Madison, WI
Colored cachet on FD( depicts a badger inset on a
Wisconsin map. WFSC all-purpose cachet with
second-day cancel featuring a cow. $2 each for FD(;
$1.50 each for second-day. Include # IO SASE.
George Cook, 2913 Richardson St., Madison, WI
53711 . Checks payable to Badger Stamp Club.

DAVID ALDRICH
STAMPS
Austria
Switzerland
Liechtenstein
Canada
Baltic & Former Soviet
Union Countries
At Kenosha Bourse
VFW Hall
6618 39th . Ave.
April
June
Aug.
Sept.

19
14
16
27

Oct. 18
Nov. 15
Dec. 20

P.O . Box 513
Arlington Heights, IL 60006
(847) 253-0085

PLAINEX
STAMPS
(Carl & Phyllis)

Patronize our ATFP advertisers!
the new capitol on his property . The town
was to be named Madison, in honor of the
fo urth United States president.
The capitol, as we know it today , is the
third on that site. It is situated on an elevation commanding a view of Lakes Mendota
and Monona. It was built in 1907 and mixed
the French and
Italian renaissance styles of
architecture .
Finished in
1917, it cost
U.S. Scou #957
$7,258,763.74.

Handling• Germany & Colonies
• Great Britain & Colonies
• Japan
• Switzerland
• Most other major European countries
See us at these Wisconsin shows:

MSDA Bourse, Apr. 18, Madison
WISCOPEX '98, Apr. 25-26, Appleton
May Stamp Show, May 16-17, West Allis
TRI-PEX '98, June 27-28, West Allis

P.O. Box #6
Des Plaines, IL 60016
(847) 827-3589
3

4184 Rose Ct., Middleton, WI 53562
When the Kenosha Stamp and Cover Club
holds its annual Stamp Show (and that's the
simple name with no "PEX "), it gets the whole
community involved.
IT.IMP IIIOW '98
Club members solicit local businesses for ads,
Wisc,m si11Stsquicr:11ltnnial
which are published in
the S' h-by-8½-inch show
program. The booklet
averages 28 pages, with
an additional cover that
llOH! or wow (IWOIONI
depicts the show theme.
The program includes
a listing of club officers
and show committee members, show schedule ,
club meeting information, and a full page describing club activities . This is followed by a
two-page article that outlines the history and
joys of stamp collecting. An article about the
show's theme appears on the center pages.
Mostly because of the high cost of printing,
we rarely see this traditional type of show program anymore, even on the national level. For
the KSCC, however, the ads pay for production costs and even reap a profit. Following
further tradition, the club presents exhibit
awards at a banquet, although the banquet isn't
held until May , three months after the show.
Commtn,Ul"<l/t.<

What others are doing
Speaking of tradition, many clubs again devoted two of their winter meetings to the annual Linn's Stamp News/ Stamp Collector U.S.
Stamp Popularity Polls and the WFSC Club
Trivia Contest. It appears that these activ ities
are highly favored club meeting programs.
Breaking from tradition, 1998 Ripon Philatelic Society officers are Pres. Marge Beuthin,
co-VPs Beth Walters and Roberta Comfort, Secy.
Martha Parfitt, and Treas . Charlene Borchert.
Look at this , folks - all females in what is
known as a male-dominated hobby!
I always look forward to the results of the
Green Bay Philatelic Society's annual Way
Out Topicals contest. The latest winning entry was "Just Spouting Off," an exhibit page
of stamps showing whales , fountains , geysers
and volcanos .
The Badger Stamp Club's (Madison) newsletter has been renamed the Badger Bulletin by
new editor Bob Voss. The club also has a new
meeting location at the Zimbrick Buick Community Room. Yes, a local car dealer recently
released the space within its complex as a service to the public, and it's free! BSC moved

4

from its former location at a library where it
was often bumped because room reservations
could be made only three months in advance .
1998 marks the 35th anniversary of the

North Shore Philatelic Society of Milwaukee . The group kicked off the year with a
" Picture Page" in its newsletter showing a photo
of each of its members. Hopes are that this
will make it easier to connect names with faces
while at the meetings . A nice touch, too , are
pictures of the 1998 officers: Pres . Linda
Brothen, VP Robert Henak, Secy. Roberta
Bicha, and Treas. Robert Mather. The newsletter also regularly contains a greeting to members who have recently celebrated birthdays.
Dates are attained from information requested
on the annual dues renewal form (year not
required, I assume).
Waukesha County Philatelic Society officers for 1998 are Pres. Bob Mather , VP
George Streiter, Recording Secy. Bob Ulatt,
Corresponding Secy. Kurt Albrecht, Treas. Roy
Marks and Director Roy Marks . Because of a
meeting room rent increase, the WCPS has
moved, too . They relocated at a nearby church.
The WCPS held its Spring Auction in
March. April meeting programs featured an
APS slide program titled "The Tale of the
Kicking Mule Cancel" and a presentation by a
guest about LZ-130 Graf Zeppelin II mail.
The Wisconsin Valley Philatelic Society
(Wausau) now holds "stamps first " meetings ,
whereby the business meeting follows a 75minute period devoted to a buy /sell/trade ses-

Bv Robert E. Lieb. Badger Stamp Club

The Pickering Affair

sion and program. The purpose is to reduce
business and devote more time to "stamping."
Officers are to handle all routine matters and
bring to the meeting only that which immediately concerns the members or requires their
approval. To improve the quality of "stamps
first ," members can request to have their want
lists published in the newsletter that goes out
prior to each meeting.
The WVPS has been very invo lved with
Marathon County 's Wisconsin Statehood cachet design contest for schoo l children in
grades 7- 12.
In February , the Wauwatosa Philatelic Society held its annual Kid 's Night at th e
Wauwatosa Civic Center. The WPS sponso red
a major Milwaukee-area auction in March .
Forty students and adults turned out for the

Northwoods Philatelic Society's (Iron Mountain, Ml) 1998 Stamp Camp for Kids. It appears that the club's publicity efforts directed
to schools and Scout troops paid off well. Students rotated between five teaching stations at
20- to 25-minute intervals. In May, the NPS
wi ll participate at a Scout-O-Rama , which will
be held at a local mall.
The Northwestern Mutual Stamp Club's
(Milwaukee) April meeting featured a presentation on first-day ceremony programs.
Central Wisconsin Stamp Club (Stevens
Point and Wisconsin Rapids) members di stributed stamp packets and club information at
the Wisconsin Rapids Children 's Festival held
in April. This club is really di gg ing into U.S.
issues with recent programs on the KansasNebraska overprints, Wa shington-Franklin ,
heads , and the Presidential series.
Members of the Lake County Philatelic
Society (Gurnee/Grayslake, IL) enjoyed a
January presentation about Germany philately.
In April , the group participated in a joint auction with a neighboring Illinois stamp club . ■
the game. Minnesota sa id it was not ve ry
sporting of Wisconsin to wait until four days
before the game to make its charges. The
climax to the whole affair was reached when
Minnesota announced that Pickering would
not play. ■

The 1911 University of Wisconsin football
team finished with a 5- 1-1 record , which
included a 6-6 tie with the University of
Minnesota . The Minnesota game ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ,
was almost canceled at the last
minute because of what was
known as the "Pickering Affair."
Earle G . Pickering, captain and
star fullback of the Gophers, was
accused of being a professional
because he was paid during the
summers for pl ay ing baseball in
North Dakota .
The protest first appeared in
the newspapers four days before

On Wisconsin!
Homecoming and Minnesota game. Madison, Nov. 18th.
Seat sale by mail order blanks only. These blanks, with
full instructions may be had at Cundall's or Dadd's Drug Store
SPECIAL TRAIN will leave the Northwestern
Depot at 8:30 Saturday morning, returning from Madison at 7:00 p. m. Parlor C1:1.r res~rva.
lions (50 ce~t• e,xtra) must.be made at the Northwestern t/Cket
office before Fnday morning, November 17th. 75 cent dmner
may be had on return train .

========;====.

Please fill out and mail return card immediately.
We contempl•t• holdlna a foothll 1moker at •ome convenient place
on WedneadQ' eveolna\ Nov. Utb, .ad wU1 have 1ome live apeaken .
Let m know on the return cud If 1'0U will be able to come ,

Postal card postmarked Mil waukee. 1911

Bv WFSC VP Youth Division MaryAnn Bowman
P.O. Box 1451. Waukesha. WI 53187

Joining with Juniors
Celebrate the Century Stamp on History

Put Your

The U.S. Postal Service has gone to great
lengths and expense to produce an educational
kit for classroom use as the new millennium is
ushered in . The first of these kits, created to
introduce students to the era of the Fifties, was
received by interested teachers in February.
Quoting from the letter to teachers:
"The U.S. Postal Service has developed
a once-in-a-lifetime participatory program to teach our youth about the people,
places, and events that have shaped our
nation during the past 100 years. As children learn about the different 20th century decades , they will cast their official
votes - along with all Americans - on
which subjects they would like to commemorate with stamps. This is a hi storic event: never before have Americans been invited to vote on what they
would like to see commemorated with
United States postage stamps."
The kit arrived in a large outer box depicting stamp-like designs featuring the various

decades and the voting categories. Inside ,
another large box of similar design portrays
the feeling of travel through time with its
portfolio shape and luggage tag. Carefully
packed within the file is a slick, multicolored
trifold resource kit for educators .
The first pocket contains a colorful poster
that re-creates a timeline of events from the
1950s. A resource guide is another valuable
tool. It cross-references the 10 lessons with a
curriculum grid. Reproducible worksheets are
included for some of the lessons. A parent
letter, stickers , listings of related Internet Web
sites , and a reading list for students and adults
complete the guide .
The second pocket contains 30 disks each one representing one of the possible
stamp designs (ballot topics). The front of
each disk has a visual representation of the
topic, while the back of the disk contains
background information that can be presented
to the students. The outer rim_gives references
to Web sites that youth can visit to find out
more about the given topic .
The third pocket is filled with large
colorful laminated cards . One side of the cards

presents a visual representation of 10 of the
topics. The other side contains the lessons.
Each card is set up so that educators can easily
determ ine how the lessons "connect" to the .
curriculum , lesson extensions through techno logy, materials needed , class time allotment ,
and teacher preparation time . Each lesson is
easy to follow. The lessons begin with a
discussion of what makes an educated voter
and conclude with the students voting for their
favorite topics. The in-between lessons
acquaint students with the 30 ballot topic s,
illustrate the way science and technology
change and affect areas of life, give students a
real experience of the 1950s , etc .
The kit includes ballots - one to be
completed at school by the students and one to
be taken home fo r parent participation . Student
ballots are coded differently than their parent 's
vote. Teachers received a postage-free envelope to return the ballots , whereas the parents
have to adhere a stamp before mai ling.
Student magazines complete the kit. They
can be used independent of the lessons in class
or at home.
This is the first of five other kits that
teachers will receive between now and the end
of 1999. The U .S. Pos tal Service has gone to
great expense to introduce students to thi s
exciting new stamp series . ■

at COMPEX
onster fioction
Order Yoor Catalog Now
ay

Visit our Web Site at www.rdrewsauctions.com

1998 Spring-Summer Shows and Auctions
May 22-24 -

May22
May23

-

COMPEX, Rosemont Convention Center (formerly O'Hare
Expo Center), 5555 No. River Rd . , Rosemont, IL
1st Session COMPEX Auction , 6 p.m . - 10 p.m .
2nd Session COMPEX Auction, 4 p .m. - 10 p.m.

View lots at Higgins Rd . store two weeks prior to auction, except Thurs ., May 21

(~ONSIGNtlEN'l'S WAN'l'ED 1~ou
S'l'AtlPSIIOW AIJC'l'ION:
• U.S. and .Worldwide Collections
• Singles , Sheets , Plate Blocks
• Mint and Used
• Accumulations

Aug. 27-30 - APS STAMPSHOW, Santa Clara, CA
Official APS ST AMPSHOW 98 Auctioneer
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Bv Jim Hale. Wisconsin Postal Histo,y Society

northern Wisconsin. They included :
Falls of St. Croix (St. Croix County) to La
Pointe on Madel ine Island in Lake
Superior every two weeks ;
Green Bay to Menomonie City weekly;
Green Bay to Plover Portage weekl y; and
Plover Portage to Big Bull Falls (now
Wausau), also week ly.

EARLY MAIL ROUTES
IN WISCONS IN
Ir 's befitting that Jim Hale, one of
Wisconsin 's foremost postal historians,
returns as our feature writer for this siatehood sesquicentennial issue. If you missed
Jim 's credentials, refer to the April 1997
ATFP, which includes his anicle "The U.S.
Mail in Early Wisconsin," a forerunner to ·
Wisconsin's statehood days . Since 'that 1997
article, Jim 's book "Going for the Mail, A
History of Door County Post Offices "
garnered a silver-bronze award in the
STAMPSHOW 97 literature competition.
In 1840, nearly all the settlers in Wisconsin
territory lived south of a line from Prairie du
Chien to Green Bay, although the population
was growing rapidly and spreading northward. With growth came a demand for more
and better mail service.
The territory in 1832 had only four post
routes carrying mail once a month . By 1838 .
there were 32 routes serving 80 post offices ,
with deliveries ranging from monthly to
triweekly. When the territory became a state
in 1848, there were 286 post offices and 59
mail routes in operation . Post offices
continued to grow in number for the next 50
years until the advent of Rural Free Delivery, which replaced many of the country and
small village offices.
Nearly all mai l in those early years was
carried between post offices by private
contractors . Routes were periodically put out
for bids by the U.S. Post Office Department
and were advertised in both local and
national newspapers . As a result, it was not
uncommon for one individual to acquire
routes in several states and then subcontract
them to local residents.
Successful bidders had to provide their
own travel expenses and transportation. The
Post Office Department paid only a flat fee
to carriers. Routes could be run on foot or
by horseback, boat, or horse-d rawn wagon .
The POD didn't seem to care how the mail
traveled as long as the prescribed timetable
was met. It was a difficult job to carry mail
through sparsely settled country over poor
roads and trails. Railroads did not start up in
Wisconsin until the early 1850s .
In the June 10, 1847 , Daily National
Intelligencer, a Washington DC newspaper,
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Postmaster General Cave Johnson published
his annual advertisement for mai l contractors
in several states "from the 1st of September
1847 to the 30th of June, 1850. " Forty-one
routes in Wisconsin were included.
Janesville, in Rock County , was the
starting point for five routes and were advertised as follows:
"4453 . From Janesville by Exeter and
Yellow Stone to Mineral Point, 70 miles
and back, once a week. Leave Janesville
every Monday at 8 am, arrive at Mineral
Point next day by 6 pm. Leave Mi neral
Pt. Wed. 8 am, arrive Janesville next day
by 6 pm."

Other weekly routes originating from
Janesville and back again were to:
Christiana (Dane County) by Catfish,
Whitewater (Walworth County) by Lima ,
Madison (Dane County) by lndianford, and
Rutland (Dane County) by Cooksville and
Fulton .

An interesting hi story of mail service in
Langlade County by E.S . Holman was
pub lished in 1969 in the Antigo Daily
Journal . He wrote in part :
"Mail was being carried into and throu gh
Langlade County before the government
survey of I 860, for the field notes show that
there was a mail station. . at the point
where the Lake Superior Trail crossed the
Wolf River from the west to the east bank .
. [This] became known as Strauss Crossing
or Wolf River Crossing.
"The Lake Superior Trail was established as a mail route in 1850 out of the
Menasha post office. The first carrier wa s
Francis Fairbanks and his route led through
Shiocton, Bear Creek , Clintonville and
Embarrass to Shawano. From there it
traversed the wild country lying between
Keshena and Ontonogan [M ichigan] .
Lak, luperior
Ontonogan
Upper Michigan

ij

The prescribed travel times for carriers seemed
to be at two or three miles per hour . In his
1847-50 ad , the postmaster general promised
that more Wisconsin routes would be advertised in future Intelligencer issues.
Among the 41 routes open for bids in
1847 , only four were what could be call ed

_j
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Circa 1850 cover that Traveled the Janesville To Madison roule.

"In 1853 the Trail was blazed to make it
easier to follow. By 1860 it was wide
enough for a team of horses. Mail stations
on the Trail were about a day 's travel apart.
They were placed where the carriers could
be fed and lodged for the night. The Lake
Superior Trail crossed the Wolf River at
Keshena Falls and extended northward to the
Gardner Station on White Lake and then to
Strauss Crossing. From there on it remained
on the east side of the river.
"After completion of the Military Road,
carriers traveled over this rather than over
those parts of the trail west of the river. East

of the river the Trail and Military Road did
not diverge much .
"Accord ing to Finn Lawler, writing about
the Military Road, the first stopping place
north of Shawano , a distance of 19 miles , was
that of John Corn, a Menominee Indian.
Teams used to leave Shawano about 4:30 to 5
a .m. , having dinner at Corn's and reach
Gardner's Station by night. Gardner's was 20
miles further north. The next station was
commonly known as Rice Lake Station.
Beyond was the Virgin Lake Station operated
by Hiram Polar, and then that of Amasa Smith
at Lac Vieux Desert.

As new railroads fanned out over
Wisconsin during the second 50 years of the
19th century, trains became primary carriers
of mail and the hardy carriers on foot and
horseback slowly disappeared . Their jobs
were not easy, and they contributed much to
the communication needs of our territory
and state . ■
Author's note: All the information in this
article is taken from other writings published
in past issues of Badger Postal History , the
quarterly journal of the Wisconsin Postal
History Society.

SAMPLING OF OTHER COVERS THAT TRAVERSED THE EARLY MAIL ROUTES
( computer enhanced for illustration purposes)
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S1i/lwa1er. Wisconsin Terri1ory, 1847, wilh pos1mas1er 's free fran k.
Th is pos1 office was in Minnesola Terri1ory after s1a1ehood reduced
1he size of Wisconsin Territory.

Theresa (Dodge Coumy). Wisconsin Terri1ory, February 1848.

0'-

/r. y
Lapoin1e, Wisconsin Terri1ory, 1847. This pos1 office was on Madelin e
ls/and in Lake Superior, and lhis is ifs earlies/ known cover.

Summil (Waukesha County), 1850. An early s1a1ehood cover.

New Diggins (Lafayeu e County, 1853 . Nole spelling 1vi1hoU1 lhe "G. "

7

Bv MaryAnn Bowman. Waukesha County
Philatelic Society

A Review of the Krause-

Minkus Standard Catalog of
U.S. Stamps
The Krause-Minkus
Standard Catalog of
U.S. Stamps is a
softbound 8 'h-by- 11 inch philatelic
resource . Its 528
pages chronicle the
more than 10,000
listings for United States stamps issued
between 1845 (postmasters' provisionals) to
the present. The more than 3,500 photos aid in
the identification of stamps.
For those unfamiliar with the Minkus
numbering system, it should be pointed out
that the catalog is divided into sections, each
section chronologically arranged. Definitives
and commemoratives are listed separately ,
followed by airmail, special delivery , and
other back-of-the-book stamps . Unlike other
catalogs , assigning numbers in chronolog ical
sequence avoids the confusion of grouping
stamps from sets or series randomly throughout the catalog . Definitive stamps issued over

several years are listed in the order issued .
Special identification sections for some of the
definitive series aid collectors in organization.
The Minkus catalog number appears
adjacent to the stamp illustration as well as at
the beginning of the stamp listing . (There are
no confusing illustration numbers such as is
used by Scott.) A new and interesting feature
of the Krause-Minkus catalog is the use of
Scott catalog numbers , which appear in italics
in parenthesis immediately following the
Minkus number. A disclaimer on the title page
states: "For the convenience of our readers,
this catalog includes the MINKUS™ reference
number associated with each stamp and, for
cross-reference purposes only, the corresponding SCOTT® number appears in parenthesis ."
Stamp valuations are listed in unused and
used condition in a grade of fine-to-veryfine. This, the publishers say, is more
typical of the condition that stamp collectors
are likel y to encounter and is in contrast to
the Scott Specialized Catalogue of U.S.
Stamps, which lists the retail value of stamps
in very-fine condition.
The Minkus catalog listing presents brief,
concise, and historical information about the
person, place , or thing depicted on the stamp's
design , making the catalog an excellent
learning tool .

Although, not as complete as the Scott
Specialized (unless you are really into revenues), the Minkus catalog should fulfill your
United States collecting needs. The prefixes
used with the back-of-the-book material is
more user-friendl y; e.g. , "A " for ai rmai l,
"SD " with special delivery stamps , "P" for
parcel post, etc.
Ten pages of easy-to-read introductory
material preface the catalog Iistings.
At $19.95, the Krause-Minkus Standard
Catalog of U.S. Stamps is a moderately priced
reference. It is available from philatelic book
dealers or directly fr om Krause Publications ,
Book Department PDR8 , 700 E. Sate St. ,
Iola , WI 54990-0001. When ordering from
Krause , remit $19.95 plus $3.25 for shipping
(Wisconsin residents add 5.5 percent sales
tax). Charge-card customers can order by
calling (800) 258-0929.
The Minkus catalog has not been published
since the 1980s. A lot of time has elapsed si nce
then and the Scott numbering system has been
more firmly entrenched in the minds of the
hobbyi st. Even though all collectors may not
have a Scott Specialized, they are apt to have
used the Brookman , U.S. Postal Service , or
possibly dealer catalogs and price Iists - all of
which rely primaril y on the Scott numbering
system. This will be a tough barrier to break . ■

Anatomy of a Special Stamp:
From the World's largest Hobby Publisher
---i■

Forward: Our Motto & Goal - Constantly
move forward to better serve stamp collectors
and dealers.

----- Iola, Wisconsin, Hobby Publishing Capital of
the World . .
1997 is our 45th anniversary of bringing collectors
the best and most timely hobby information.
Serving all aspects of the stamp collecting hobby.
Your cost per issue under this special subscription
offer, making your dollar count for more!

The Weekly Newspaper
-For People Who Love PhilatelyTo order call now toll-free:
1-800-258-0929 Dept. ABAP74
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krause
publications

700 E. State St., Iola, WI 54990-0001

"The World's Largest Hobby Publisher"

By Hank Schmidt. P.O. Box 3153. Oshkosh.
WI 54903-3153 (e-mail artcoy @vbe.com).
Mbr.• Oshkosh Philatelic Society

Fir~ e r Collecting:
S p o ~ r in Passing
May 29-31 has been designated as Statehood
Day Weekend for Wisconsin "s sesquicentennial celebration. For philatelists. the highlight
of this celebration will be the debut of the 32¢
Wisconsin Statehood stamp. The stamp
disp lays a beautiful Wisconsin farm scene ,
which is a reproduction of a photograph taken
by Mad ison photographer Zane Williams.
The release of this stamp will be the fourth
time Wisconsin has been honored by the U.S.
Post Office Department/Postal Service. The
first recognition
took place on July
7, 1934, when a
3¢ stamp (Scott
739) depicting the
painting of Edwin
Deming titled
Seo// 739
"The Wisconsin
Landing of Jean Nicolet" was released in
Green Bay . This 1904 canvas is on permanent
exhibition at the State Historical Society of
Wisconsin in Madison (seeATFP , Nov. 1995,
p . 8). The stamp commemorates Wisconsin "s
tercentenary . This same design was used for
Scott 755 , an imperforate stamp issued in
Washington DC on March 15, 1935.
The revised edition of the Planty catalogs
lists 78 cachet varieties for Scott 739. Most of
these covers are readil y available through mail
auctions and cover dealers. They range in
price from about $15 to a high of $75 for a
few of the hand-drawn/painted cachets .
Wisconsin was
again honored on a
United States
postal item issued
May 29, 1948
(Scott 957). The
Seo// 957
occasion was
Wisconsin's statehood centennial. This 3¢
stamp debuted in Madison. The design, by
Victor S. McCloskey , pictures a scroll with the
Wisconsin map alongside the current State
Capitol Building.
The present capitol is often said to be the
third building to house Wisconsin's state
governmental offices and meeting chambers.
Others say it is the fourth state capitol building.
This structure, which was constructed between
1907 and 1917, is located between lakes
Mendota and Monona in Madison , the same site
of the second/third capitol . The present capitol
is a downsized replica of the U.S. Capitol
Building in Washington DC.

Wisconsin's first capitol was a small
wooden frame facility located at Old Belmont
and is still standing. It was rented by the
Territorial Legislature in 1836 and used for 46
days. The second capitol was built in Madison
between July 4, 1837, and 1849. It was
extensively enlarged in 1863 , and the remodeled building is often called Wisconsin's third
capitol. The so-called second/third capitol was
totally destroyed by fire on February 27, 1904.
The 14-year-old Mellone catalogs list 66
cachet varieties for Scott 957. I"m sure many
more have been discovered in recent years. I
have 73 cachet varieties , most of which were
purchased via mail auctions at prices ranging
from $9 to $45.
The most recent Postal Service issue to
honor Wisconsin was a 14¢ postal card issued
at Mineral Point on July 3, 1986 . It commemorates the 150th anniversary of Wisconsin
territory (Scott UX113). This item was

designed by
David
Blossom and
depicts lead
miners at
work in
locations

Scou UX113
near Mineral Point in southwestern Wisconsin .
Lead mining was one of the first industries
in Wisconsin to enjoy national prominence .
Southwestern Wisconsin 's lead deposits were
discovered in about 1820 . The industry peaked
during 1845, but fell off sharply when gold
was discovered in California in 1848 and most
of the miners left Wisconsin in search of the
more valuable metallic substance . In the
1879s, zinc was discovered near Mineral
Point. Metallic mining continued in southwestern Wisconsin until 1979, when the ore
deposits ran out.
(continued on p. JO)

By ATFP Editor Karen Weigt

The First Issues of the
State of Wiscowsin
A bell went off
while paging
through the Arthur
Salm Foundation's
Report Number 4. It
lists non-existent
cities, states,
territories or countries for which
"stamps" or overprints have been
printed. Under the
DINOCH/PUS
WISCOWSINUS, founder
letter "W," I spotted
of and self proclaimed
"WISCOWSIN ,
ruler for life of The S1a1e
STATE OF: Fantasy
of Wiscowsin .
created by a stamp
dealer in Wisconsin." Upon checking, I found
I had a full set of these cinderellas stashed in a
miscellaneous binder.
The set of three stamps are printed in the
form of individual imperforate panes of nine
and on a souvenir sheet with marginal text that
states: "Issued in honor of the 17th annual
Wisconsin State Cow Chip Throw held at
Marion Park, Sauk-Prairie Wisconsin August
30-31 , 1991/The first stamps of the state of
Wiscowsin - date of issue August 31, 1991."
The souvenir sheet also includes a caption for
each of the stamps.
Anthony J. Dunn, a commercial artist of
Prairie du Sac, WI , designed the Wiscowsin
set. I first met Tony in the mid-1980s . when
he was a member of the Badger and the
Baraboo stamp clubs. Tony also created firstday covers with humorous cachets for selected
U.S. issues . I have a few of those, too . On the

more serious side, he provided the artwork for
a cover produced by the WFSC in conjunction
with a 1988 event held at the Circus World
Museum in Baraboo .
Contrary to the Arthur Salm listing, I don 't
believe Tony was ever a stamp dealer. His
main interest was coll ecting stamps of North
Borneo. In recent months , a cinderella collector from Milwaukee and I made attempts to
contact Tony, but he seems to have disappeared from the southwest Wi sconsin area.
Does anyone know where Tony is today? ■

KAY HANKINS is a major s1ar in 1he world
of chip chuckers having won her eigh1h
World Champion Female Cow Chip Thrower
1ille in 1990. We are proud 10 honor her on
our firs/ commemora1ive s1amp.

COW TIPPING is a pleasa111 rural
paslime engaged in by farm children. The
span consis1s of sleeping cows (1hey sleep
s1anding up) being lipped over in 1heir
sleep causing much amuseme/11 among lhe
group of lippers.
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Bv Robert J. Mather
Waukesha Countv Philatelic Societv

Who's Who in the WFSC
Member:
Roger Szymanski
Roger's interest in
stamps was prompted
while working on a
high school history
project for which he
used a map of Europe
and placed a stamp
Roger Szymanski
from each country in
its proper location . His
collecting took a more formal tum when he
joined the Milwaukee Philatelic Society in
1968 . Since that time , he has become a
member of most of the Milwaukee-area clubs .
Roger is a life member of the American
Philatelic Society . He also is a member of the
American Air Mail Society, United Postal
Stationery Society , the Germany Philatelic
Society , plus a number of other foreign stamp
collecting societies . He counts approximately
40 memberships on his resume and has served
a number of these organizations through a
variety of means . He is past-president of the
Milwaukee Philatelic Society and the Milwaukee Chapter of the Germany Philatelic Society . At one time or another , he has been

A

publicity director for most of the Milwaukeearea clubs and serves some clubs in this
capacity to this day. Roger was a commissioner to INTERPHIL '76 and , in addition to
this international show , has attended several
others including Munich in '73, Stockholm in
'74 , Vienna in ' 81 , Toronto , Chicago , and
San Francisco .
Roger lives in the city of Milwaukee and is
retired from the marketing department of the
Greater Mi lwaukee Convention and Visitors
Bureau . His only other job was a stint in
public relations for Northwestern Mutual
Insurance Co. He does not care for sports, but
he does have an uncle who is enshrined in the
Baseball Hall of Fame . He enjoys music ,
especially opera music .
Roger has exhibited his collections in the
past but that area of philately no longer
interests him. He enjoys philatelic literature
and is a member of several philatelic literature
organizations. In the past, he has written
articles for various philatelic periodicals .
Roger's present-day collecting interests
center around souvenir sheets , airmail covers ,
and Wisconsin postal history. He considers
himself as just another collector and he says it
with a bit of modesty .
Roger states that his greatest satisfaction
in the hobby came in 1971 when he proposed
the first Circus Parade cachet, which the
Mi lwaukee Philatelic Society produced . The

ONCE

IN

A

LIFETIME

society continues to generate Circus Parade
covers with a new one for each parade . One
of his most exciting finds was when he
purchased some part-perfect lO C Crossed
Flags coil stamps at a post office . Needless
to say , he did not take them back and ask for
some "good ones. "
Roger's advice to others is to collect
what you like and don't be influenced by
others . You'll enjoy the hobby so much
more . Roge r certainly has been involved in
the hobby, much more than most of us. We
wish him all the best as he continues being
"just another collector ." ■

First Day Cover Collecting
(continued from p. 10)

At present , cataloging for Scott UXl 13
first-day cachets has not been published . 1
have only 12 cachet varieties and have seen
just one more . This is a difficult issue to
collect because cacheted postal cards are not
very plentiful. Only 41 ,224 UX113 s were
first -day canceled. This low figure , however,
is not unusual when compared to most other
U.S. postal cards .
The Wisconsin Statehood sesquicentennial
stamp should enjoy a great deal of popularity
and we should see many cachet varieties for
this issue .
Now , that 's my say. Let 's hear your say. ■

EVENT

COUNTY SESQUICENTENNIAL CACHETS
May 30, 1998
2nd Day of Issue

MARATHON

Collect all 13 County Zip Code Post Office Cancels
County Seat - Wausau 54403
Athens 54411
Brokaw 54417
Edgar54426

Hatley 54440
Marathon 54448
Mosinee 54455

All

Different

Ringle 54471
Rothschild 5447 4
Schofield 54476

Spencer54479
Stratford 54484
Unity 54488

Cancels

Any single Zip Code - $ 1.00 + 32 cent SASE
All 13 Zip Codes - $13.00 + $ 1.00 P/H; Total $14.00
Orders for a full set will receiue a FREE BONUS Cachet, a
Wausau cancel on a Wisconsin cachet produced by the WFSC .
Order from: Wisconsin Valley Philatelic Society
P. 0. Box 71, Wausau, WI 54402-0071
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Statehood Day (May 29) at Madison's Capitol Square

Mifflin St.
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one-way streets

Parking - The above map is for brave souls who might
want to attempt to find a space in one of the nine downtown Madison parking ramps . The recommended option
is to park at the Dane County Expo Center (shown on the
map below). Shuttle buses will run between the Expo
Center parking lot and the Capitol Square at 20- to 30minute intervals beginning at 8 a.m. and continuing
through to 9 p.m. on both May 29 and 30. It is a 10minute ride from the Expo Center to the Square. Expo
Center parking and shuttle bus service are free .

Schedule of Events
8 ·00 a m - stamps go on sale with
canceling unti l at least 11 a.m.
8·50 am - Madison Symphony Brass
fanfare and covered wagon arrival to
kick off first-day ceremony
9·00-10- 15 am - Wisconsin Statehood
stamp first-day ceremony and autograph sess ion with Gov. Thompson,
et al
10-45-1 l ·00 am - roll call of counties
11 ·00- l l · 15 am - prelude by National
Guard Band and Statewide High
School choir
1 1 · 15-noon - official Statehood Day
ceremony
Ililllll - statewide bell ringing
12·30-1 ·00 pm - cutting of
giant Wisconsinshaped birthday cake

l ·00-2·30 pm - "Rope of Sand"
Supreme Court trial reenactment
(Madison Civic Center, $3 fee)
I ·30-2·00 p m - "150 Intriguing Investigations" award program
) ·30-3·30 pm - " Remembering
Through Stories " exhibit
2·00-8·30 p m - Sesquicentennial Family
Jubilee including old-fashioned games
for children and adults, performance
stages of music and entertainment,
historic displays, taste of Wisconsin
food and beverage vendors

s

Madison's
East Side

PARKING
Expo Center Uust off ot
1211 8 and John Nolen Or.)
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MILCOPEX 1998
HELVETIA '98
Milwaukee Philatelic Society, Inc.
Annual Postage Stamp Exhibition and Bourse
Hosting the National Convention of
American Helvetia Philatelic Society

SEPTEMBER 18 - 20, 1998
FRIDAY 10am to 6pm, SATURDAY 10am to 6pm, SUNDAY 10am to 4pm

WISCONSIN STATE FAIR PARK
YOUTH CENTER
I-94 and 84th Street - Gate 5
Milwaukee/West Allis, Wisconsin

FREE ADMISSION - FREE PARKING
$250 IN SHOPPING PRIZES - 50 CHANCES FOR YOU TO WIN
APS Champion of Champions Qualifying Exhibit
2750 pages of Philatelic Exhibits, APS Judging Seminar and Critique
Pictorial Cachet & Cancel - A wards Banquet
30 Dealer Bourse - U.S. Post Office
Youth Program on Friday, Saturday and Sunday
WRITE TODAY FOR:
FOR EXHIBIT
PROSPECTUS
G.C . YOST
PO BOX 1013
MILWAUKEE WI 53201 -1013

BOURSE APPLICATION
JOHN R. FAGAN
W140N7470 LILLY RD
MENOMONEE FALLS WI
53051-4608
Telephone (414) 251-0617

ALL OTHER
INFORMATION
MILWAUKEE PHILATELIC
SOCIETY, INC .
PO BOX 1980
MILWAUKEE WI 53201-1980

The Milwaukee Philatelic Society will celebrate its 100th Anniversary in November, 1999
Come Join the Fun of Stamp Collecting. Milwaukee Philatelic Society meets
third Wednesday of the month 7pm - except July,
Zablocki Park Pavilion, 3717 W Howard Ave, Milwaukee Wis

