Vol. XXVIII No. 5

May-June 2006

http://www.WFSCstamps.org/

Newsletter of the Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs
American Philatelic Society Chapter #350, American Topical Association Chapter #107

President’s corner
On Participation
By Maurice D. Wozniak, President of WFSC

It occurred to me the other day that Art
Schmitz has been participating in organized
philately longer than
many of us stamp collectors have been alive –
and that’s saying something in a hobby with a
demographic that skews
as old as our does. At the
Wisconsin Federation of
Stamp Clubs convention
at WISCOPEX 2006 in
Rockford, Ill., when I presented Art with a certificate adding his name to the WFSC Philatelic
Hall of Fame, I noted that his particpation spans
seven decades and continues. That very day he
raised his hand to volunteer to step into a vacant
committee slot. He continues as a regional vice
president for the WFSC.
After accepting the honor, Art told how he had
formed a YMCA youth stamp club back in the
1940s. He said he felt that over the years he had
received much more from his participation than he
had ever imparted, and that his participation helped
to provide him whatever he has achieved in his life.
The importance of participation in personal
growth and the growth of our hobby has been a
popular theme with me, and several announcements at the Federation's 75th convention in
March hit home.
I was thrilled to learn that the total membership
in Federation clubs increased during 2005. It's a
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positive trend that we should aim to continue.
I was happy to announce Wayne Youngblood
as the new Across the Fence Post editor, effective with this issue. Wayne, who was my boss at
Krause Publications in Iola, has never shied
from sharing his knowlege of stamp collecting.
He is secretary of the American Philatelic
Society, is the longest-serving instructor at the
APS Summer Seminar and currently writes regular columns for three different national stamp
publications – all in addition to his regular job
as a publisher at Krause. He also works on other
freelance writing and editing projects.
Understandably, Wayne said in an e-mail
message that his wife “thinks I'm absolutely
crazy for taking something else on.” But the
hobby in Wisconsin – and we as individual collectors – will be the better for it.
Although we weren’t quite ready to make a
formal announcement until now, the
Federation’s website has a new manager, Steve
Kluskens of Niagara. Internet communication is
Steve’s business, and I think you’ll see a more
modern, more timely and more inviting website
with him at the helm. I’d like to see a printable
brochure for every club in the WFSC, for example, so you can let potential new members know
what your club is all about – refer that collector
to the site or hand him a copy of your brochure.
Take a look at the site at www.WFSCstamps.org.
If you have comments or suggestions please contact Steve at steve@mediaprodevelopment.com.
Other developments at the annual convention
were not so positive.
For example, Secretary Karen Weigt, who
has been the face of the Federation for as long
as most of us remember, is stepping down, and
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so far we have no one to take her position.
In her remarks to the delegates, Karen reminisced about being appointed WFSC secretary at
the 1985 convention – 21 years ago. That’s quite
a record, and Karen’s fingerprints are on much of
what makes up the hobby in Wisconsin today.
She’ll continue with the Federation in some
role, but it’s time for someone else to step up
and volunteer to take on some of the secretary’s
duties. Please don’t hang back.
Another position currently vacant is the
Wisconsin Stamp Suggestion Committee, which
could have more than one member, as the name
indicates. That committee should take a long
view to offer possible Wisconsin-related subjects
to the Postal Service for consideration as stamps.
It all comes down to participation. Please
volunteer. Lend your talents to help other collectors. Everyone will have more fun.
***
And now for something not entirely different,
participation via the columns of this newsletter.
My friend P. Sudevan has asked me for an
apology and a retraction of comments I made
about his club exhibit in my March “President’s
Corner” column. In a letter that ran in the April
President’s Corner continued on Page 4
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Clubs are Trump
By Maurice D. Wozniak, President, WFSC

It's always good to hear of
young people being exposed to the
hobby of stamp collecting.
A recent newsletter of the
Northwoods Philatelic Society of
Iron Mountain, Mich., contained two
references. One referred to “thank
you” letters from members of the
Stamp Club at Wausaukee Public
Schools for supplies donated by NPS.
About 40 children meet regularly
with guidance from Tom Pleyte.

Also, Cindy Weber, a teacher
assistant at Dickinson Area
Catholic School, brought her son
and a classmate to an NPS meeting. NPS secretary and bulletin
editor Jim Stearns had spoken to
the school a month earlier about
the hobby. She reported enthusiasm for a stamp club is running
high at the school, with four or five
kids already meeting.
Elementary school teacher Julio
Santiago started a stamp club at his
school in Milwaukee. The club
meets at 9 a.m. on Saturdays.

Santiago and four club members
joined the Milwaukee Philatelic
Society.
Doug Van Beek of the
Wauwatosa Philatelic Society runs
an annual stamp workshop for
children at the local library.
A similar effort by the Green
Bay Philatelic Society at the
Brown County Library did not go
so well. Club members who
attended to help outnumbered the
kids who attended.
Members of the Kenosha Stamp
& Cover Club participated in

Arthur Schmitz Joins Wisconsin Philatelic Hall of Fame
On March 11, delegates at
the 2006 annual business
meeting of the Wisconsin
Federation of Stamp Clubs
voted to induct Arthur
Schmitz, of Milwaukee, Wis.,
into the Wisconsin Philatelic
Hall of Fame. Art's involvement in organized philately
spans seven decades, beginning in the 1940s when he
organized a youth stamp club
at a YMCA.
Art is a member of the WFSC President Maurice Wozniak (r.) welAmerican Topical Associa- comes Art Schmitz (l.) into the Wisconsin
tion, Chapter 5; the Polish Philatelic Hall of Fame, Class of 2006.

American Stamp Club; and the
Wauwatosa Philatelic Society.
Over the years, he has served
as president/vice president in
each of those clubs. He has
held the position of WFSC’s
Southeast Region VP since
2000. He's a WFSC certified
judge, a member of the WFSC
Speakers Bureau and a prolific exhibitor.
Art also has written many
articles appearing in Across the
Fence Post and the American
Philatelist, journal of the
American Philatelic Society.

Kenosha Expo 2006 with two
exhibits – one on the club and the
other on stamp collecting basics –
and distributed packets of used
stamps to youths.
What others are doing
The Milwaukee Philatelic
Society has two bus trips planned
for members to attend popular
stamp shows in the Chicago area:
Aug. 26 to the APS Stampshow
and Nov. 18 to Chicagopex 2006.
The club usually has plenty of
seats for others who want to tag
along on these day trips. Contact
MPS for details.
Clete Delvaux, editor of the
Green Bay Philatelic Society
Newsletter, offered a bit of Irish
fun in the March issue. In the last
item, “to check how many of our
readers actually read this far in this
fantastic newsletter,” he offered a
prize to a member who would
bring 10 green stamps to the next
meeting.
***
Information for Clubs Are
Trump is gathered from club
newsletters. Please send them to
Maurice D. Wozniak, 1010 Berlin
St., Waupaca WI 54981.
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P.O. Box 1451
Waukesha, WI 53187
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EAST CENT. REGION VP
Vern Witt
Fond du Lac Stamp Club
Kettle Moraine Coin & Stamp
Club
Manitowoc Phil. Soc.
Oshkosh Phil. Soc.
Ripon Phil. Soc.
Sheboygan Stamp Club
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Support Philately
& WFSC members
Use stamps
Whenever possible!
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News release
Migratory Bird Day
by Carol Schutta, secretary, MPS

The Milwaukee Philatelic Society, Inc., is
working in conjunction with the Milwaukee
County Zoo and the Schlitz Audubon Nature
Center to introduce you to Nala, a peregrine falcon, one of this endangered species. The MPS
show will be held May 20, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
(please see listing on page 4).
When DDT (an insecticide) was introduced
and birds ingested the chemicals used, the result
was thin-shelled eggs that couldn’t support the
weight of a nesting mother bird, drastically
reducing the numbers of several species.
Nala is 11 years old and was used for falconry the first half of her life, and has hatched more
than 50 young falcons that have been released
into the wild since. Now she is in Milwaukee to
allow people to see a peregrine falcon up close.
Quick facts about the amzing peregrine falcon include the following:
They have been clocked diving at 275 mph.
They can fly at speeds up to 120 mph.
They catch their food while flying.
Their nests are usually found on tall buildings or on cliffs, and these birds mate for life.
Peregrine falcons have very keen eyesight,
have been used in falconry for thousands of
years and they have been slowly re-introduced
to the wild after near extinction through careful
restocking of young birds.
MPS created a special cachet and cancel featuring Nala, which will be available at the
Milwaukee County Zoo for $2 each.
For mail orders, please send $2 and a
stamped, addressed envelope to:
Milwaukee Philatelic Society, Inc., Box
13245, 1655 Mayfair Road, Wauwatosa, WI
53226-9998.

Peter Adamini Receives Dealer Recognition Award
The 2006 WFSC Dealer Recognition Award
went to Peter D. Adamini, of Green Bay, Wis.
Peter was honored at the Wiscopex ’06 banquet
held on Saturday, March 11, at Lino's Italian
Restaurant in Rockford, Ill.
Peter is a member of the Green Bay
Philatelic Society. He has supported the
WFSC with his frequent attendance at
Wiscopex bourses and many WFSC memberclub shows. He specializes in worldwide and
topical stamps.
Peter Adamini (left) with WFSC President
Maurice Wozniak.

WFSC Announcements

Prospectus available

PETRI ELECTED NEW SE REGION VP
Delegates at the Annual Business Meeting
held at Wiscopex ’06 elected Art Petri to serve
a two-year term as WFSC southeast region VP.
Art resides in Milwaukee and is the current
president of the Wauwatosa Philatelic Society
and the Milwaukee Philatelic Society.
Petri’s term begins July 1, and he replaces
Kurt Albrecht. Our many thanks to Kurt, who
held the position since 2001. The southeast
region is served by two WFSC VPs. Schmitz is
the second VP in the area.

The exhibitor prospectus for Milcopex 2006
is available. The show will feature up to 200
16-page exhibit frames of philatelic material.
Milcopex, sponsored by the Milwaukee
Philatelic Society, is a qualifying show for the
American Philatelic Society’s World Series of
Philately. The show will be held Sept. 15-17, in
the Baton Rouge room of the Four Points
Sheraton Milwaukee Airport Hotel.
Other features of Milcopex 2006 will include
a 40-dealer bourse and the annual convention
of the Mobile Post Office Society.
For more information, or for a prospectus,
plese write to Robert Henak. Exhibits Chairman,
Box 170832, Milwaukee, WI 53217-0832, or by
email (henak@execpc.com). The club’s website
is found at www.MilwaukeePhilatelic.org.

2006-07 SHOW/BOURSE/MEETING
INFO FLIER
The flier will be updated and sent with the
September issue of ATFP. If you want your
show/bourse to appear on the list covering events
through the summer of 2007, send details (no
later than Aug. 1, 2006) to Karen Weigt, 4184
Rose Ct., Middleton, WI 53562-4339, 608-8361509, or e-mail karenweigt@earthlink.net.
Include a contact name, address, phone number
and e-mail address. The events calendar will also
be published on the WFSC Web site.
WFSC EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING
TO BE HELD JUNE 24
The meeting will be held in conjunction with
Tri-Pex Stamp Fair in West Allis. Anyone who
is interested is invited to attend and is extended
the right of discussion. Contact WFSC
Secretary Karen Weigt if you’d like to be
included on the mailing list for meeting details.

Wiscopex 2006 Exhibit Awards
Grand Award: “Horsing Around,” Robert Henak
First Place: “Closed Post Offices of
Winnebago County,” Tim Wait
“Carroll County, Iowa, Postal History: First
100 Years,” Robert Henak
Second Place: “Zambezia, A Dead Country?,”
Art Schmitz
Winnebago County, Illinois,” Dwane Kaplenk
“The Airmail Transport Stamps of 1941-1944,”
Tim Wait
“Great Britain Penny Red,” Gary Zink
Third Place:”Great Britain Mulready
Covers,” Gary Zink
“Wisconsin – Green County,” Dwane Kaplenk
One-Frame Exhibits
Best in Show (1st): “Great Britain Used in
Malta,” Gary Zink
2nd Place: “China Expeditionary Force,” Gary Zink
3rd Place: “Great Britain Penny Black,” Gary Zink
Special Awards
Peoples’ Choice: “Rockford – A Look Back,”
Dwane Kaplenk
Ill. Postal History Society Ribbon: “Closed
Post Offices of Winnbago County, IL,” Tim Wait
Wiscpox 2006 judges included Brian J.
Liedtke and Maurice D. Wozniak.
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Show Calendar and Registry
List your show, bourse, auction or other event here!
Calendar listings are free for one WFSC member-club event
per year. Classified advertising rates apply for all non-members and other events appearing in this section.
May 13

June 17

Sheboygan Stamp & Coin Show
Sheboygan Stamp Club
Municipal Building, 375 Buffalo St.,
Sheboygan Falls, WI
Contact: Ed Rautmann, P.O. Box 907,
Sheboygan, WI 53082 (920-452-0054)

25th Annual Show
Northwoods Stamp and Coin Club
James Williams Middle School, 915
Acacia Ln., Rhinelander (9 a.m. to 5 p.m.)
Contact: Larry Marten, 3295 Hancock
Lake Rd., Harshaw, WI 54529 (715-2825636)/Bill Julian (715-277-2692)

May 20
Migratory Bird Day
Milwaukee Philatelic Society
(in conjunction with the Milwaukee Cty.
Zoo & Schlitz and Audubon Nature
Center), Milwaukee Cty. Zoo, Peck Bldg.,
10001 W. Blue Mound Rd., Milwaukee,
WI (10 a.m. to 4 p.m.)
Contact: Carol Schutta, 10250 W.
Sharon Ln., #5, Milwaukee, WI 53225
(414-464-6994)
www.MilwaukeePhilatelic.org

Obituaries
Roy E. Northwood,
1922-2006
Roy E. Northwood, former president of the Wisconsin Federation
of Stamp Clubs and named to the
Wisconsin Philatelic Hall of Fame
in 1993, died at his residence in
Stevens Point Feb. 18. He was 83.
Northwood was active in organized philately in the central
Wisconsin area for many years. He
was president of the former
Portage County Stamp Club and a
life member of the Central
Wisconsin Stamp Club of Stevens
Point and Port Edwards.
Born in 1922 in Gloucester,
England, Northwood came to the
United States with his family in
1926 and lived first in Chicago. He
served in the U.S. Army Air Corps
in World War II. Northwood and his
wife, Luella, moved to Wisconsin
President’s Corner, from Page 1
Across the Fence Post, he took
umbrage at some of my comments,
and I am chagrined to admit he is
right on all counts. Especially, I’m
dismayed that my attempt at irony
did not come across as I had hoped.
The point I tried to make was
that even a one-stamp exhibit
(mine) can help build interest in
philately – as did his four-stamp
exhibit – even though neither
would meet the formal guidelines
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June 24-25
Tri-Pex ‘06
ATA Chapter 5 & North Shore Philatelic Soc.
St. Aloysius Gonzaga Hall, 1435 S. 92nd
St., West Allis, WI
Contact: Robert Henak, NSPS, P.O. Box
170832, Milwaukee, WI 53217
henak@execpc.com (414-351-1519)
www.MilwaukeePhilatelic.org

Rapids from St. Louis, Mo., in
1959. He was customer relations
manager and training director for
Preway Inc. and retired in 1987. His
wife preceded him in death.
Northwood served as WFSC
president for one two-year term,
1983-85. He served as Central
Region vice president a total of 16
years, spanning his term as president. He also served on several
WFSC committees.
He collected British South
Atlantic, United States, United
Nations and Antartica.

Gilbert R. Labudde
1909-2006
One of the old lions of stamp collecting recently died in Oshkosh.
Gilbert R. Labudde died March
21 at the age of 97. He was suffering
from congestive heart failure and
related problems of his advanced
age. He last attended an Oshkosh
Philatelic Society meeting Feb. 7.
to be called philatelic exhibits.
Because I was critical, I was
careful not to identify my friend
in that original column by name. I
admire the way he has embraced
and aggressively pursued this
hobby. I suspect that, if he could
take the time, he could put together a formal exhibit that would surpass any that I could assemble at
this time. I would rejoice in that.
In the meantime, we continue to
cherish our friendship and our
stamp collections.

Special event!
Aug. 24-27
APS Stampshow ‘06 is coming
to Wisconsin’s back yard!
Donald E. Stephens Convention Center,
5555 N. River Road, Rosemont, IL
Contact: APS 100 Match Factory Place,
Bellefonte, PA 16823 www.stamps.org

September 15-17
Milcopex ‘06
Milwaukee Philatelic Society
Four Points Sheraton Milwaukee Airport,
4747 S. Howell Ave., Milwaukee, WI
Contact: Art Petri, 3754 S. 67th St.,
Milwaukee, WI 53220
(414-327-4320)
www.MilwaukeePhilatelic.org

Until recently, Labudde drove to
Evergreen Retirement Community
building, where he was met by
club members who helped him get
to a lower-level meeting room. He
was a founding member and the
last living charter member of the
Oshkosh Stamp Club, now called
the Oshkosh Philatelic Society.
Five members met and organized
that group Feb. 24, 1930. He was
assigned membership #14.
Labudde was an employee of the
Oshkosh Northwestern for more
than 50 years, having served a number of editorial positions, including
editor. He retired in 1978. Although
his newspaper responsibilities prevented him from serving as an OPS
officer until after retirement, he
served as vice-president during
most of the 1990s, and was eventually honored by the organization for
all his positive coverage of the
hobby during his professional years.
Labudde served the U.S. Navy
during World War II, and attended
numerous ship reunions over the
years, including one in 2005. He
was planning on attending a 2006
event as well. His pastor of many
years noted that during Labudde’s
military service he escaped injury
on at least three occasions when
his ship was damaged and there
was extensive loss of life.
Labudde received military honors by Oshkosh vertans’ groups.
He was preceded in death by his
wife, Emma (“Nan”), in 1987.
by Paul T. Schroeder
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September 30
Wausaupex ‘06
Wisconsin Valley Philatelic Society
Wausau Labor Temple, 318 S. 3rd Ave.,
Wausau, WI (10 a.m. to 4 p.m.)
Contact: WVPS, Box 71, Wausau, WI
54402-0071 (nelsojm@yahoo.com)

November 4
Monroe Stamp and Postcard Show
Monroe Stamp and Postcard Club
United Methodist Church, 2227 4th St.,
Monroe, WI (9 a.m. to 4 p.m.)
Contact: Earl Button, 1214 2nd St.,
Monroe, WI 53566 (ebutton@tds.net)
(608-328-2827)

Fred Erickson
1922-2006
Notice has been received of the
passing of Oshkosh Philatelic
Society member Fred Erickson,
who died April 21 at the age of 83.
He was born May 6, 1922, in Fond
du Lac. In addition to being a
member and past president of
OPS, Erickson was a member of
Pilgrim United Church of Christ,
Fond du Lac Men’s Garden Club
and the Fond du Lac Stamp Club.
He was also a Mason.
Services were held April 25.
Janesville Stamp Club
Wins Wiscopex ’06 Club Award
The Janesville Stamp Club won
the Wiscopex Club Award by earning the most points for exhibits
entered at the show. The purpose of
this award is to encourage WFSC
clubs to promote exhibiting. Points
are credited to each club for which
an exhibitor holds membership.
The point system is as follows:
Champion of Champions - 5, Best
of Show (4), any 1st Place (3), any
2nd Place (2), any 3rd Place (1).
The following are the points
earned by each participating club
at Wiscopex ’06:
Janesville Stamp Club – 13
Milwaukee Philatelic Society – 12
Badger Stamp Club – 10
ATA Chapter 5 – 9
Rockford Stamp Club – 8
North Shore Philatelic Society of
Milwaukee – 7
Wisconsin Postal History Society – 7
Polish American Stamp Club – 2
Wauwatosa Philatelic Society – 2
May-June 2006

Minutes of the Annual Business Meeting, Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs
75th Annual Convention, March 11, 2006
The 75th Annual Business Meeting of the Wisconsin
Federation of Stamp Clubs was called to order by President
Maurice D. Wozniak at 1:00 p.m. at the Forest Hills Lodge,
Rockford, Ill. President Wozniak gave the invocation.
ROLL CALL: Secretary Karen Weigt read the roll call of
member clubs, and 11 delegates responded, having previously
presented their credentials. Nineteen clubs on the 2006 membership roles were not represented. The 11 delegates present were
from the following clubs: American Topical Association, Chapter
5; Badger Stamp Club; Kettle Moraine Coin and Stamp Club;
Milwaukee Philatelic Society; North Shore Philatelic Society of
Milwaukee; Northwestern Mutual Stamp Club; Northwoods
Philatelic Society (Iron Mountain); Outagamie Philatelic Society;
Rockford Stamp Club; Waukesha County Philatelic Society; and
the Wauwatosa Philatelic Society
MEMBERSHIP TOTALS: Treasurer Paul T. Schroeder
announced that the number of WFSC clubs has been declining
since 2004. This year, the WFSC received notification that the
Ripon Philatelic Society has disbanded, which brings membership
totals down to 30 clubs and 21 members-at-large. The 30 clubs
paid 2006 dues based on their memberships that total 817 individuals, for an increase of 57 from 2005. Twelve clubs reported an
increase in membership; 10 reported decreases in membership.
MINUTES: A motion was made to approve the minutes of the
2005 Annual Business Meeting. The motion passed unanimously.
REPORTS OF OFFICERS: President Wozniak stated that
it’s an honor to serve those who care enough about the hobby to
participate on the local level and to come to the WFSC Annual
Business Meeting. The theme of his column in Across the Fence
Post has been one of participation. Philately needs collectors to
join clubs and to exhibit. It’s becoming more and more difficult to
find exhibits for Wiscopex and local shows. It means that collectors are not sharing what they’re doing, and they’re robbing themselves of the fun that can be derived from this aspect of the hobby.
Maurice added that he’s been promoting the WFSC at the
shows he attends. He recently attended the St. Louis Stamp Expo
and he was at APS StampShow held last August in Grand Rapids,
Mich. Overall, he’s gratified by the support of those who are
active in organized philately. He is, however, always looking for
more support and involvement of younger people.
In the absence of Vice President Hank Schmidt, President
Wozniak read Hank’s written report. Hank reported that he stands
ready if it should become necessary for him to take over the
duties of the presidency, and he thanked WFSC officers for keeping him informed of business matters. Due to health issues, he
attended only two Executive Board meetings this past year. He
served as chairman of one of those meetings when the WFSC
president was unable to attend. Hank assisted with the servicing
of two WFSC first-day covers produced in 2005. He also assisted the Oshkosh Postmaster with preparations for the first-day
elease of the American Advances in Aviation se-tenant sheet,
which was released at AirVenture 2005, held in Oshkosh. Hank
additionally helped staff the WFSC booth at Milcopex ’05.
Secretary Karen Weigt reported that she performed all the
usual duties associated with her position. She handled all matters
associated with Executive Board meetings and the Annual
Business Meeting. This includes arranging for a meeting room,
sending the meeting notice, preparing the agenda and transcribing the minutes. She kept officer, committee and appointee mailing lists up to date. She further assisted these WFSC “official
family” members by providing updated documents and information maintained in the Central Office files.
Karen prepared and mailed the annual dues notices and kept
records of any changes with regard to club officers and meeting
times, dates and locations. She communicated with clubs by
responding to their inquiries and through the “WFSC
Announcements” that appear in Across the Fence Post. She handled all other Central Office mail, including the many inquiries
generated through the WFSC Web site. She coordinated the WFSC
Show Calendar and Registry needed to avoid conflicting show
dates and to publicize these events. She further fulfilled responsibilities associated with her three other appointments and service on
four additional committees. Karen concluded her report with a
statement that her current term of office expires June 30 and, after
21 years, she has decided not to accept a nomination for re-election.
Treasurer Paul T. Schroeder reviewed the 2005 WFSC financial report distributed to delegates. The report showed assets of:
12/31/04 12/31/05
Checking, Savings (CD) & Prepaid Expenses
$10,414.44 $10,185.90

Paul noted a general fund loss of $410.84 for 2005, which
is the third year in a row WFSC has experienced an operating
loss. Fortunately, WFSC made money on Wiscopex ’04,
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which has covered those losses. Unfortunately, Paul projects
another operating loss for 2006 of about $695. We have been
slowly eating into our funds.
Paul related that WFSC produced three covers in 2005. They
featured the American Advances in Aviation issue, the Silver
Coffeepot stamp and the Wisconsin quarter. Unfortunately, the
topics were not as successful for the WFSC as those related to the
Green Bay Packers and the state sesquicentennial, which had a
bigger appeal to Wisconsinites. Consequently, WFSC still has not
recuperated costs on the 2005 covers and needs $224 more worth
of sales to break even. The current inventory of all WFSC covers
cost approximately $921 to produce and has a potential retail
value of about $2,300.
MaryAnn Bowman was absent. All her written reports were
read by Secretary Weigt. In MaryAnn’s report as Vice President,
Youth Division, she stated that in the past year she worked on
several new initiatives that will benefit stamp collecting youth in
Wisconsin and throughout the United States. Her projects and
involvement have been on a much larger scale than previously.
They also have involved partnering with other philatelic organizations and groups.
The WFSC will have a presence at Milwaukee’s KIDSfest, to
be held April 8-9 at the Wisconsin Exposition Center at State Fair
Park in West Allis. It provides the opportunity to introduce stamp
collecting to an expected attendance of 25,000 moms, dads, and
kids. Displays and giveaways are being planned. MaryAnn also
will present a hands-on activity at the KIDSfest Travel Pavilion,
where youth can create a take-home project using foreign stamps.
MaryAnn has partnered with Mekeel’s and Stamps Magazine
to promote philately through a four-page centerfold aimed at
youth and beginning collectors. It is published on a regular basis
and contains feature articles, activities and contests. Subscribers
to the magazine can pull out the section and share it with other
beginning and youth collectors. Those not subscribing can obtain
a free copy by sending up to 10 large stamped, addressed
envelopes to MaryAnn. Copies have been made available to
youth groups, stamp shows and Boy Scout Stamp Collecting
Merit Badge seminars.
Plans are currently in the works to have an American Philatelic
Society Stamp Camp offered in the Milwaukee area in August,
one day before heading to Chicago for the APS StampShow.
MaryAnn also has secured a Boy Scout leader who will present a
Stamp Collecting Merit Badge seminar at Milcopex ’06.
MaryAnn continues to serve youth in other capacities at the
local, state and national levels, and through her writings for the
APS Chapter Activities Newsletter and Topical Time, journal of
the American Topical Association. MaryAnn thanked Wisconsin
collectors who have supported her projects through their generous donations of stamps, supplies and other philatelic material.
Al Marcus, Northeast Region VP, reported that with the
exception of the Wisconsin Postal History Society, he has visited
all clubs in his region. The WPHS meets once a year at Wiscopex,
and Al will make contact with the group this weekend.
The Green Bay Philatelic Society is doing well and recently
held a stamp camp for youth at the Green Bay Central Library.
The club will sponsor its annual Baypex on March 25th.
The Northwoods Philatelic Society (Iron Mountain, Mich.) is
an enthusiastic group with a membership of 25-30 avid collectors. Average meeting attendance is at least 20. Most members
travel great distances to get to the meetings, each of which
includes an auction and an educational program. The NPS prepared a special cover and pictorial cancel for the Felch Centennial
celebration to be held on March 13 at the Felch Post Office.
The Outagamie Philatelic Society’s annual show will be held
in April. It’s always well attended and dealers are surprised at the
number of families that participate and are becoming aware of the
educational benefits of stamp collecting. The OPS believes that
shows are the best way to interest the general public and attract
prospective members. OPS also sponsors an annual fall bourse.
Vern Witt, East Central Region VP, was unable to attend due to
a recent fall that resulted in a severe knee injury. Secretary Weigt
read his report, which had been dictated to her over the phone.
Vern stated that he visited four of the six clubs in his region, and
he’ll visit the remaining two clubs in June or early fall. He was
most impressed with the Kettle Moraine Coin and Stamp Club,
which is growing. There were 18 adults and 11 youth at the meeting he attended. In January, he checked out a supply of WFSC
covers on consignment, and he has had considerable success in
selling them to members of the clubs in his region.
Gregg Greenwald, Central Region VP, reported that he
attended all meetings of the Central Wisconsin Stamp Club. He
also attended the CWSC’s annual show in February and the
Wisconsin Valley Philatelic Society’s (Wausau) annual show

Across the Fence Post

held in September.
Art Schmitz, Southeast Region VP, stated that he visited every
club in his region at least once during the past year. He enjoyed
participating in the clubs’ social and holiday events. Some clubs
facing membership and attendance problems have – as of now –
rejected merging as a possible solution to the situation. He presented his slide program titled Collecting Dead Countries to the
North Shore Philatelic Society of Milwaukee, the Polish
American Stamp Club and the ATA Chapter 5 group.
Kurt Albrecht, the second Southeast Region VP, was absent
with no submitted report.
Art Gaffney, South Central Region VP, reported that the
Waukesha County Philatelic Society is the only remaining club in
his region. In the past year, meeting attendance ranged from 1628 members. Club members donated many hours to the ATA’s
National Topical Stamp Show held in Milwaukee last June. The
WCPS also is supporting the upcoming KIDSfest to be held at
State Fair Park. The club’s promotional brochure has brought in
new members who have been very active participants in the
club’s major and mini-auctions.
Valerie Cook, Southwest Region VP, stated that she attended
as many WFSC Executive Board meetings and visited as many
clubs in her region as her full-time job would allow. She’s been
in touch with members of the clubs for which she has not been
able to personally attend meetings and remains available to help
with matters as they arise. Val commented on today’s challenge
to keep up a collection of modern stamp issues, especially in the
age of an individual’s ability to now go online and order their own
personalized postage stamps.
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES: Paul T.
Schroeder, Chairman, Finance Committee, reported that the committee has not taken any action in the past year. He has, however,
kept committee members informed by sending them copies of all
financial reports.
Karen Weigt, member of the Publicity and Public Relations
Committee, reported that the WFSC society table is a major committee function. It provides visibility of the WFSC and an opportunity to promote local club membership and activities. She coordinated and staffed the WFSC society table at last June’s National
Topical Stamp Show held in Milwaukee, at Milcopex ‘05 and at
today’s Wiscopex. Many people stop at the WFSC table, and the
WFSC is always prepared to direct any lone collectors to a club
meeting. Karen thanked the Milwaukee Philatelic Society for
their generosity in always providing free table space at Milcopex.
She also thanked the NTSS’ general chairman for including the
WFSC at last year’s convention. She produced the annual
show/bourse/club meeting information flier that lists all clubs and
upcoming shows. While it’s an extremely useful and informative
handout, she urged clubs to additionally keep her supplied with
their own publicity literature.
At NTSS, WFSC distributed a gift item to all passers-by,
thereby keeping the WFSC name up-front and promoting goodwill on the national level.
The WFSC’s Web site is another area where the WFSC is
publicizing its member clubs. Last year, WFSC initiated a program whereby every club can have its own page on the site.
Unfortunately, only a few clubs are taking advantage of this new
benefit of WFSC membership that was announced in the
September issue of Across the Fence Post. An example of how to
use a club page can be found by looking at what the Oshkosh
Philatelic Society has done and then submitting respective club
publicity to WFSC’s webmaster.
The Publicity and Public Relations Committee assists with the
marketing of all WFSC covers, three of which were produced in
2005. The committee furthermore maintains a complimentary
copy list for mailings of Across the Fence Post that are distributed
nationally to such places as Linn’s Stamp News, the American
Philatelic Research Library, the Central New York Federation of
Stamp Cubs, the Wisconsin Historical Society and others.
This year, WFSC is celebrating its 75th anniversary, and
Karen participated in the dissemination of a news release
announcing the milestone. It was written by President Wozniak
and copies are included in delegate packets. It’s already gone out
to the national philatelic news media.
Maurice urged delegates to send – or better yet – personally
present the news release to the editors of their local newspapers.
It will let the editors know that a local stamp-collecting club
exists and that there’s some hometown news available. Maurice
advised delegates to be sure to include their club contact information. In the near future, Maurice plans to prepare a general
brochure that will be posted on the WFSC Web site. Clubs will
be able to download it, insert their club name, reproduce it on a
computer printer and distribute it as a publicity item.
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MaryAnn Bowman, the other member of the Publicity and
Public Relations Committee, stated that she served as a speaker
at two seminars held at Milcopex ’05. The purpose of the seminars was to provide officers and club members with the tools,
knowledge and confidence needed to promote philately.
One seminar was a club officers’ roundtable. The primary
duties and responsibilities of the four main officers as well as
Robert’s Rules of Order were reviewed. The how-tos of writing a
press release to publicize club meetings also was discussed.
The second seminar focused on resources for clubs and gave
suggestions for interesting club programs. A brief discussion about
insurance for clubs, exhibits and circuit books was presented. This
was followed by an opportunity for participants to share their ideas.
MaryAnn additionally coordinated the annual WFSC Cover
Exchange Program, devised the annual WFSC Club Trivia
Contest and prepared the mini-exhibit pages used by some clubs
for post office and library displays.
Frank Moertl, Chairman, Judging Committee, was absent but
committee member Rob Henak commented that it almost seems
the WFSC now has more people interested in judging than people interested in exhibiting. Brian J. Liedtke has completed his
apprenticeship and is now a certified WFSC judge, and Ken
Grant was recently accepted as a certified judge. Tim Wait is a
new apprentice and Kat Henak, who is now an adult and was
working as a youth judge, has just one more show to qualify as
an adult judge.
Rob noted that a lot of shows are dropping judged exhibits, so
the WFSC has a group of judges with no place to go. He suggested that perhaps the state-level judges could think about looking to qualify for national-level certification.
President Wozniak announced that the Wisconsin Stamp
Suggestion Committee was left vacant when Jay Bigalke accepted a position in Ohio with Linn’s Stamp News. The committee
requires an individual who is interested in promoting stamp
issues related to Wisconsin. Maurice asked delegates to look for
a volunteer within their home clubs to fill the vacancy, and to contact him if they locate someone willing to take the job.
Secretary Weigt related that Robert Matzek, Chairman,
Committee on Exhibitions, was absent. He did, however, contact
her and asked that she report that there was no committee action
within the past year.
Karen Weigt, Chairman, Bylaws Committee, reported that
from time to time the committee advised the Executive Board of
any actions that might be contrary to the WFSC bylaws. Other
than that, no committee activity was required.
REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES / PROJECTS
AND OTHER APPOINTEES: President Wozniak related that
he has replaced WFSC Newsletter Editor Ted Gifford with
Wayne Youngblood, who has agreed to accept the appointed position as of the May-June issue of Across the Fence Post. Maurice
warned that because of the transition, the May-June issue might
be a bit late. Secretary Weigt stated that part of any delay might
also be due to her lag in getting the convention minutes to the editor for inclusion in that issue.
Maurice applauded Ted, who was absent from the meeting,
for stepping in about 18 months ago when the WFSC was in need
of someone to fill the editor position. He has been a very enthusiastic volunteer and has consistently gotten the newsletter out in
a timely manner.
Dave Carney, ATFP Ad Manager, was absent with no submitted report. President Wozniak noted that when he last spoke with
Dave, he said he had done a solicitation mailing to dealers and
had not heard back from anyone. Maurice requested that Dave
send a follow-up mailing. Maurice additionally commented that
he is initiating a search for an individual with an advertising sales
background to fill the position of ATFP Ad Manager and asked
delegates to assist with the search.
President Wozniak related that the Editorial Advisory Council
consists of the current newsletter editor, the previous editor,
MaryAnn Bowman and Karen Weigt. Being the only council
member present, Karen reported that Newsletter Editor Ted
Gifford never called upon the council for help. On one occasion
last year, the council took action on its own to try to advise the
editor on how to organize the Across the Fence Post Show
Calendar and Registry listings.
In the absence of Verna Shackleton, WFSC Historian,
Secretary Weigt read her written report. Verna stated that all nine
volumes of historical material are up to date. In lieu of the
WFSC’s 75th anniversary, she pulled pages from some of the
binders to create a 63-page exhibit depicting 75 years of WFSC
convention covers. WFSC Treasurer Schroeder made color photocopies of the pages, which are on display in the exhibit frames
this weekend. The photocopies will be returned to her and will
reside in a separate notebook with the other nine albums.
Tim Wait, Blue Book Coordinator, reported that he hopes to
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work on an updated edition of the Blue Book in the very near future.
Karen Weigt, American Philatelic Society Representative for
the WFSC, reported that she has submitted all necessary reports
involved with the WFSC’s chapter membership. Twenty-three of
the WFSC’s 30 clubs also hold APS chapter or affiliate membership. The WFSC, therefore, receives an annual credit that can
be used for purchasing APS publications that are passed on to
WFSC members in the form of gifts or prizes. The current credit balance is $58.60.
Karen urged all clubs to seek APS chapter membership.
Benefits include slide shows that can be presented at club meetings, receipt of regular mailings of APS sales circuit books, mailing labels for recruiting club members and a quarterly APS
Chapter Activities Committee Newsletter. The CACN contains
loads of creative ideas for growing club membership and working with youth collectors. The CACN further includes articles
about stamp collecting that can be reprinted in local club newsletters. Karen offered membership application forms for delegates
to take back to their clubs.
Robert Mather, American Topical Association
Representative for WFSC, reported that WFSC remains an ATA
chapter in good standing. Chapter membership is free if six club
members hold individual membership in the ATA. Chapters are
asked to send copies of their newsletters to the ATA chapters
director. He writes a column about chapter activities that appears
in Topical Time, ATA’s bimonthly journal. The result is free publicity for all ATA chapter clubs.
MaryAnn Bowman, Cover Exchange Program Coordinator,
reported that WFSC’s cover exchange, held annually during
October National Stamp Collecting Month, concluded another
successful year. There were 90 commemorative covers and 230
first-day covers submitted to the exchange, for a total of 320 covers. For the first year since its inception, no covers had to be
returned due to poor cancels, oversized covers or not meeting the
criteria. It is expected that the Cover Exchange Program will be
offered again during October 2006.
Karen Weigt, Editor, Wisconsin on Stamps, said there’s been
no progress on the project for several years. She’s expecting more
free time to work on the publication when her term as WFSC secretary ends June 30.
John Fagan, WFSC Awards Chairman, reported that he prepared two awards to be presented at this weekend’s convention.
President Wozniak announced that he is in the process of
replacing WFSC Webmaster Ted Gifford with Steve Kluskens,
who is a member of the Northwoods Philatelic Society (Iron
Mountain, MI). Maurice reviewed some of the many plans Steve
submitted for the Web site. In addition to improving the appearance and modernizing the look of the site, he first and foremost
wants to keep it immediately up to date as it might encourage
people to check into it more often. He likewise wants to post
Across the Fence Post articles. Steve also asked the WFSC
Executive Board and clubs to express their ideas and desires for
the site. Maurice suggested communicating with Steve through
his e-mail setup at WFSCstamps.org. Another of Steve’s proposals involves buying some key domain names, something that will
be discussed at the next Executive Board meeting.
Karen Weigt, Speakers Bureau Coordinator, reported that no
new speakers have been added since the original five volunteered
their services in 2003. These five, however, all present a great
program. Karen said a listing of the programs offered and speaker contact information is included in the delegate packets. She
urged clubs to take advantage of this benefit of WFSC membership. She also asked for more volunteers to add to the list.
MaryAnn Bowman, Chairman, WFSC 75th Anniversary
Committee, reported that Rockford Stamp Club’s hosting of
Wiscopex ’06 is just the first of several celebrations planned for
WFSC’s 75th anniversary. Plans to continue the celebration at
Milcopex ’06 are subject to approval from the host club. Watch
Across the Fence Post for announcements regarding special
events and opportunities for WFSC members to participate. A
unique blend of entertainment and educational activities sponsored by WFSC will have the philatelic community buzzing. The
committee hopes to put the fun back into philately.
MaryAnn noted that this year’s WFSC Club Trivia Contest
has clues related to the year of the WFSC’s founding. Every club
that answers half of the questions will receive a prize.
Additionally, if a host club is found for Wiscopex ’07, the committee will work with the club to plan celebration activities that
will close out the anniversary year.
OLD BUSINESS: Shared Mailing List for Show Publicity –
President Wozniak announced that the Executive Board reviewed
the proposal introduced at the 2005 Annual Business Meeting and
determined there was no objection to its implementation. The
proposal was presented by Earl Button, delegate of the Monroe
Stamp and Postcard Club, and it was publicized in the September
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2005 issue of Across the Fence Post. Clubs share their show registrations to form a master list capable of reaching a more widespread population. Upon request from a participating club, Earl
will provide mailing labels by specified ZIP codes. For further
information, contact Earl at ebutton@tds.net.
NEW BUSINESS: Bids for Future Conventions — The
Outagamie Philatelic Society entered a bid for 2008, which was
accepted. There were no bids for 2009, 2010 or 2111. An unconfirmed rumor was announced that the Waukesha County
Philatelic Society might host the 2007 convention.
WFSC-sponsored Wiscopex 2007 (Bylaws Legality) –
President Wozniak called for a motion to designate the WFSC
as sponsor of Wiscopex ’07. The motion was made and was
passed unanimously.
Member-at-Large Dues Increase – WFSC Treasurer
Schroeder explained that dues for this membership category no
longer cover costs that have been steadily rising during the past
couple years. A motion was made to increase dues from the rate
of $7 per year to $10 per year. The motion passed unanimously.
Club Dues Increase – WFSC Treasurer Schroeder explained
that the last increase in dues occurred in 1995 and the current rate
does not even cover the per member cost for copies of Across the
Fence Post. A motion was made to increase dues from the rate of
$1.20 per member to $1.50 per member, with a $15 club minimum and a $300 maximum (per the WFSC bylaws), effective for
the year 2007. The motion passed unanimously.
AWARDS: Hall of Fame Class of 2006 – Tim Wait,
Chairman, Hall of Fame Committee, read the nomination of
Arthur Schmitz for the Class of 2006. A motion was made to
accept the nomination of Arthur Schmitz. The motion passed
unanimously.
WFSC Dealer Recognition Award – President Wozniak
announced that the 2007 award recipient is Peter D. Adamini, of
Green Bay. The award presentation will take place at the banquet.
ELECTION OF OFFICERS: Secretary – Paul T.
Schroeder, Chairman, Nominating Committee, announced that
the committee was unable to find a nominee to fill the position
for a two-year term to begin July 1, 2006, and there were no nominations from the floor. President Wozniak urged clubs to find a
volunteer(s) – possibly a secretary and an assistant – to fill the
position on the basis of an appointment by the Executive Board.
Treasurer – Paul T. Schroeder was elected without opposition.
Paul shall serve for a two-year term beginning July 1, 2006.
Vice President, Youth Division – MaryAnn Bowman was reelected without opposition. MaryAnn shall serve for another oneyear term beginning July 1, 2006.
Regional Vice Presidents – The following shall serve for a
one-year term beginning July 1, 2006: (newly elected without
opposition) Southeast Region (2) – Art Petri; (re-elected without
opposition) Central Region – Gregg Greenwald; Northeast
Region – Al Marcus; East Central Region – Vern Witt; South
Central – Art Gaffney; Southeast Region (1) – Art Schmitz;
Southwest Region – Valerie Cook.
APPOINTMENTS: Tim Wait (Chairman, Wiscopex ’06), in
accordance with bylaws, was automatically appointed to serve a
three-year term on the Standing Committee on Exhibitions with
Chairman Al Marcus and John Pare.
Automatic appointments to the Nominating Committee are
Chrmn. Paul T. Schroeder, Al Marcus and Brian J. Liedtke. Art
Schmitz was appointed to serve a three-year term on the Hall of
Fame Committee with Chairman Verna Shackleton and Art Petri.
Wayne Youngblood was appointed Newsletter Editor.
ANNOUNCEMENTS: Footloose Filatelists – John Fagan,
Chief Hinge Licker of the Footloose Filatelists of America
(Wisconsin Pane), reported a treasury balance of $150.
Wisconsin Philatelists Gathering at Washington 2006 –
President Wozniak announced that there’s an attempt to arrange a
get-together of Wisconsinites at Washington 2006. If interested,
contact MaryAnn Bowman or Maurice.
Tribute to Mary Ann Owens – President Wozniak announced
that a scrapbook of memorial letters and other memorabilia is
being compiled as a tribute to renowned philatelist and
Wisconsinite Mary Ann Owens, who recently passed away. The
book will be presented to Owens’ brother. Items should be sent to
MaryAnn Bowman.
CLOSED ALBUMS: A moment of silence was observed in
honor of the following WFSC members deceased in the past year:
LeRoy Anderson, Don Carter, Roberta Comfort, Carl Farnsworth,
William Feldhausen, Claude Giralte, William Grosnick, Sr.,
Mildred Hettmann, Roy Marks, Roy Northwood, Mary Ann
Owens, Clement Ruesch, Eric Schulz and Paul Thoman.
CLOSING: A motion was made to thank the Rockford
Stamp Club for hosting the 2006 WFSC convention and exhibition. The meeting adjourned at 2:45 p.m. and a 75th anniversary
celebration cake was served.
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