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By Verna Shackleton, Chrmn,, wpsc Hal( of fame committee 

Wisconsin Philatelic 
Hall of Fame 

The Wisconsin 
Philatelic Hall 
of Fame was 
established in 
1975 to honor 
deserving 
Wisconsin 
philatelists. A 
little back
ground history 
shows the 
Class of 1976 

was the first elected to the Hall of 
Fame at the 1976 WFSC convention 
held in Marinette; they were honored 
during the awards banquet at the 46th 
annual WFSC convention in 1977 held 
in Appleton. Through 1986, individu
als were elected to the Hall of Fame 
and waited until the following year to 
be inducted. As of 1987, individuals 
are elected and honored on the same 
date. That is, elected at the Annual 
Business Meeting in the afternoon and 
honored that evening at the banquet. 

Eight Wisconsin philatelists were 
inducted into the initial Class of 1976. 
Thereafter, classes were limited to no 
more than three. They are as follows 
with deceased members in italics: 

Class of 1976 - Claude Degler, 
Jerry Husak, Burleigh Jacobs Sr., 
Vernon Kaub, Barbara Mueller, 
Charles Peirce, Harvey Richert, Ray 
Van Handel Sr. 

Class of 1977 - Helen Haensgen, 
Howard Koeppen, Mary Ann Owens 

Class of 1978 - Roland Hustis, 
Carl Skupski, Arthur Van Vlissigen 

Class of 1979 - no inductees 
Class of 1980 - Elmer Koehler 
Class of 1981- Vern Witt 
Class of 1982 - Philo Foote, 

Douglas Henkle 
Class of 1983 - "Curly" Ochs 
Class of 1984 - Stephen Darling 
Class of 1985 - Ralph Hoffmann 
Class of 1986 - Herbert Burgett, 

"Ned" Lawrence, Philip Rose 
Class of 1987 - Elmer Foote, 

Howard Sherpe 
Class of 1988 - Mary Ann Bow

man, William Grosnick Sr., Verna 
Shackleton 

Class of 1989 -!,yle Hobbs, John 
Taddy 

Class of 1990 - James Maher, 
"Bert" Starlin, Ray Van Handel Jr. 

Class of 1991 - Robert Meyer, 
Frank Moertl, Greg Schmidt 

Class of 1992 - Michael Lenard, 
Wilber Symes 

Class of 1993 - Ray Atchison, 
Robert Mather, Roy Northwood 

Class of 1994 - James Hale, Karen 
Weigt 

Congratulations to the Hall of 
Famers who have done so much to 
promote the gospel of philately! 

Inductees each receive a Hall of 
Fame lapel pin and a certificate. Frank 
Moertl keeps the Hall of Frame scrap
book up to date by adding inductees' 
pictures and a brief biographical 
sketch. Cameraderie was high at the 
10- and 15-year reunions. 

( continued on p. 3) 
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WFSC Announcements 
TEMPORARY CHANGE FOR ADVERTISING MATTERS 
Send all advertising materials to Karen Weigt, Interim Editor, ATFP, 4184 
Rose CL, Middleton, WI 53562 - phone (608) 836-1509. Ron Hayes, our 
advertising manager, will resume his position as soon as possible. If you've 
recently submitted any ads to Ron, he'll forward them to Karen. 

WISCOPEX '93 SHOW PROGRAM TAKES A SILVER 
Congratulations to Fred Ziemann! Fred served as editor for the WISCOPEX '93 
show program, which recently received a silver award in the American Phila
telic Society Chapter Activities Committee 1993 Chapter Show Program 
Critique. WISCOPEX '93 was hosted by the Wisconsin Valley Philatelic Soci
ety (Wausau). The show program centered around the theme "Be Wild -
Collect Stamps" and featured a colored photo of a Panda Bear holding a pane 
of the Wild Animals booklet stamps. 

WISCOPEX '95 DEALER BOURSE FILLED, EXHIBIT PROSPECTUS 
AVAILABLE MID-NOVEMBER 
WISCOPEX '95 Show Chairman Dan Undersander reports that all tables for the 
16-dealer bourse have been reserved. Exhibitors are urged to get their name on 
the list to receive the prospectus, which will filll be published in Across the 
Fence Post this year. Frames are limited and entries are due by March 1. 
122.S.. Write to: WISCOPEX '95, 4184 Rose Ct., Middleton, WI 53562-4339. 

THANK YOU TO LEONARD SCHERRER AND JOE 
RYAN 
Your recent donations of stamps and covers to the WFSC 
Youth Division are greatly appreciated! 

THANK YOU TO THE SHEBOYGAN STAMP CLUB 
The WFSC is very thankful for your $25 check to help cover mailing expenses 
for Across the Fence Post. It's support like this that keeps us going! We need 
to keep up with the rising postage costs expected to hit in 1995. 
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ACROSS THE FENCE POST is the official publication of the Wisconsin 
Federation of Stamp Clubs, Inc., a 501 (c)3 non-profit organization and life 
member of the APS since 1953. For WFSC membership information, contact 
the Central Office and Secretary. 

A TFP is published monthly Sept.-Apr.; bimonthly May-Aug. News of 
Wisconsin collectors, club news and gratis original articles related to 
philately are welcomed. The editor accepts submissions in any format, but 
reserves the right to make minor editing changes to conform with our style 
sheet. Material not carrying an individual copyright notice may be repro
duced only by not-for-profit organizations, provided the author(s) and 
publication receive credit for any reprinted material. Unless explicitly stated 
by an officer in conjunction with off icial WFSC business, opinions expressed 
by individual authors are not necessarily endorsed by the WFSC. 

Submission deadlines are for the month preceding month of 
publication as follows: advertising-1st of the month; editoria l mat
ter-5th of the month. Send ads, editorial matter and stamp show calendar 
and cover listings to: Karen Weigt, Interim Editor, Across the Fence Post, 
41 84 Rose Ct., Middleton, WI 53562 - phone (608) 836-1509. For a 
complete list of advert ising rates and policies (d isplay, classified and 
listings), see an see the October '94 issue of ATFP, or request a copy from 
the interim editor. 
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av Interim Editor Karen WeiQt 

Editor's 
Comments 

The saying is "You can't teach an old 
dog new tricks." While this may not be 
entirely true, at the very least, new 
tricks for old dogs are a struggle. The 
next time you address an envelope try 
following the guidelines presented in 
Gretel Matc7.ak's article (p. 8), and 
you'll see what I mean. Without in
tense concentration, the old ways take 
over, and especially with punctuation. 

A few years ago, I spent days set
ting up an address file on my Seiko 
Smart Label Plus printer that operates 
with my computer. This handy device 
even prints cute little graphics on your 
address labels - something I thought 
was fashionable, but according to 
Gretel's article, graphics apparently are 
a hindrance to the U.S. Postal Service's 
sorting equipment. Oh well, automa
tion marches on and eventually I'll 
find the time to refonnat the file. 

Speaking of automation, remember 
while franking your mail to always 
include at least one stamp with a 
taggant. A fellow stamp collector 
recently mailed a tax check. He was 
shocked when he was notified of a fine 
for late payment. Sure enough, his 
envelope was postmarked five days 
after he mailed it. Why the delay? The 
envelope was franked with old 
untagged stamps, thereby causing it to 
be kicked out of the canceling machine 
to wait for hand-processing. 

Ken Grant again honors us with a 
feature article (pp. 6-7). We're, indeed, 
fortunate to have Ken in our comer, as 
he keeps busy writing for other publi- • 
cations, too. Watch for one of his 
major articles scheduled to appear in . 
the American Philatelist sometime 
next spring. 

This issue also intrcxluces two new 
columns that call for your input Please 
respond. Our writers need to know if 
they have an audience or if they are 
only wasting their time. Hank Schmidt, 
in his initial article on first-day cover 
collecting states it in no uncertain 
terms, "if you want this column to 
continue, write or talk to me." ■ 

Hall of Fame 
( continued from p. 1) 

Your club is encouraged to submit a 
nomination for the Class of 1995. The 
deadline is December 31, 1994. Quali
fications of purely local club nature 
shall not be the sole reason for selec
tion to the Hall of Fame, and deceased 
philatelist may not be nominated, or 
considered, for selection until three 
years after his/her death. 

Your nominee might be someone 
who has been an active member on a 
local and statewide basis. Perhaps the 
individual has exhibited a collection, 
written articles for your newsletter, 
served in some official capacity, at
tended meetings on a regular basis, 
contributed to philately in general, was 

Club News 

loyal and supportive of all the society 
activities and a promoter of the hobby 
in a positive manner. 

If someone from your club fits into 
some of the above criteria, your next 
step is to submit a nomination to: 
Karen Weigl, Secy., WFSC, 4184 Rose 
Ct, Middleton, WI 53562. Include a 
statement identifying the nominee, a 
short biography and reasons why that 
person should be elected to the Wis
consin Philatelic Hall of Fame. Each 
nomination must be seconded by two 
other WFSC member clubs. The nomi
nating club is asked to make arrange
ments for the seconds and send them 
together in one mailing with the nomi
nation. 

Now is the time to set the wheel in 
motion for your worthy candidate! ■ 

RON FRITZ WINS W AUSAPEX '94 BEST OF SHOW 

WAUSAPEx '94, sponsored by the 
Wisconsin Valley Philatelic Society, 
was held September 24-25. This year's 
show featured single-frame exhibits. 
Results of the competition follows: 

Best of Show - The Voyages of 
Myonie, by Ron Fritz 

Gold - Paddle Wheels to Nuclear, by 
Gretel Matczak 

Silver - U.S. Christmas Postage, by 
Don Leitzke 

Bronze - The German Shepherd, by 
Linda Schultz 

Other entries and non-competitive 
exhibits: 

Postal Stationery - Freaks & Errors, 
by Tom Huetter, 

A Cover Collector's Dream, by 
Edmund Kot 

Wausau Postal History, by Bill 
Grosnick 

Marathon County Postal History, by 
Bill Grosnick 

Butterflies, by Ruth Hoffman 

( continued on p. 5) 

Ron Fritz with WAUSAPEX '94 Best of Show award 
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B.v wpsc Secv. Karen WeiQt 
4184 Rose Ct., Middleton, WI 53562 

Of our 32 WFSC member clubs, 12 
sponsor an annual show with exhibits. 
Besides MILCOPEX, which draws 
exhibits from throughout the United 
States, most of these clubs depend on 
their members to provide a constant 
turnover of fresh material. Conse
quently, these clubs are continually 
searching for a means to encourage 
their members to become involved in 
exhibiting. 

American Philatelic Society chapter 
clubs have access to the APS's slide 
show "Basics of Stamp Exhibiting." 

DANEPEX, sponsored by the Bad
ger Stamp Club (Greater Madison 
area), keeps its exhibitors enthusiastic 
by providing a judges' critique. 

The Milwaukee Philatelic 
Society's September meeting program 
focused on how to create a single
frame exhibit The Wisconsin Valley 
Philatelic Society (Wausau), success
fully interested its members in exhibit
ing by devoting their entire 1994 
exhibition to single-frame exhibits. 
And, WISCOPEX '95 plans to dedicate 
a portion of its frames to this ever 
growing approach to exhibiting. A 
single~frame exhibit (usually 16 pages) 
appeals to new exhibitors, who find it 
overwhelming to commit to preparing 
a larger exhibit. If judged as a separate 
category, it also tends to remove the 
intimidation of having to compete with 
seasoned multi-frame exhibits. 

To start smaller yet, try the method 
of encouragement used by the Roches
ter Philatelic Association (Rochester, 
NY). At every monthly meeting, this 
group features a one-page exhibition 
contest. Members prepare a display on 
the predetermined topic for the month 
(e.g., flowers, horses, trains), and a 
vote is held to determine the best 
entry. The winner receives five points, 
second place earns four points, third is 
three points, fourth gets two points, 
and all entries receive one point. Ties 
split points for their placing. Entrants 
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accumulate points for a one-year 
period of time, and the member with 
the highest point total receives a free 
ticket for the club's annual banquet. 

Last spring, the Champaign-Urbana 
Stamp Club (Champaign, IL) decided 
to allocate two frames for an "informa
tional philatelic material" display at 
their annual show. To fill the frames, 
the club challenged each of their 
members to prepare a single page to 
illustrate some philatelic point, term, 
or general tidbit of information. As I 
recall, the Outagamie Philatelic 
Society (Appleton) did something 
similar a few years ago, and the exhibit 
is popular with visitors to their annual 
show. 

While youth generally are less 
inhibited about preparing an exhibit, 
they do find it frustrating when it 
comes to the costs and means of attain
ing exhibit supplies. The Badger 
Stamp Club handles that problem by 
providing mounts, page protectors, 
etc., for all its youth exhibitors. The 
club also sponsors an annual youth 
exhibiting workshop, where the young
sters receive one-on-one adult assis
tance and advice on the mechanics of 
exhibiting. It doesn't end there, 
though. The adult helpers follow up on 
the progress of the youths' exhibits, 
sometimes even by putting out a call to 
other BSC members for particular 
philatelic items needed by the young 
exhibitors. 

Now, go for it, and may your ex
hibit frames forever be filled! 

What others are doing 

The Waukesha County Philatelic 
Society sometimes plans its programs 
around major current events. In con
nection with the 1994 Winter Olym
pics, the club's February meeting 
featured a stamp Olympics. Members 
received a short description of 10 
different United States Winter Olym-

pies stamps. They were asked to locate 
the Scott catalog number and postal 
rate or value assigned to each of the 
stamps. If you'd like to try this Olym
pic event at one of your club meetings, 
just send me a SASE with your request 
for the stamp descriptions and rules of 
the game. 

At their September meeting, mem
bers of the Central Wisconsin Stamp 
Club (Wisconsin Rapids and Stevens 
Point) were introduced to phone cards 
that depict stamps. They also discussed 
plans to participate in the Wisconsin 
Rapids Youth Activity Day scheduled 
for next April. Newly elected officers 
are: VP George Blauvelt and Secy. 
Gregg Greenwald. Both will serve for 
the Wisconsin Rapids/Port Edwards 
group. 

The Northwoods Philatelic Society 
(Iron Mountain, MI) held a Fall 
Harvest Dinner as part of its September 
meeting. They also recently voted to 
apply for APS chapter membership and 
are thinking of sponsoring a stamp 
show. 

The Lake County Philatelic 
Society's (Gurnee, IL) September 
meeting featured the APS slide show 
"Around the World in Eighty Stamps." 
Their Fall Auction will be held No
vember 6 at the Warren-Newport 
Library. 

It was Christmas in September for 
the Northwestern .Mutual Stamp 
Club (Milwaukee). Members showed 
Christmas philatelic items and partici
pated in a special Christmas quiz. The 
NMSC's November meeting has been 
reserved for their annual Bingo Nite. 

Members of the Wisconsin Valley 
Philatelic Society were delighted to 
learn that two Wausau schools want to 
start a stamp collecting program for 
youngsters in the 4th and 5th grades. 
The WVPS voted to help with the 
project, which will be part of Wausau's 
Continuing Education program. 

The Kenosha Stamp and Cover 
Club now holds a club bourse at each 
of its meetings. Members may pur
chase items from the club's recent 
acquisition of United States and world
wide stamps and postal history covers. 
The club will use the income to buy 
more large lots as needed. ■ 



By Hank Schmidt Box 6. Wit1DMbaQD, WI 54985-6144 
Mbr., Oshkosh Phllatelic Society 

Fir 
Sp 

over Collecting: 
or in Passing 

Hank Schmidt has been collecting stamps and covers since 1942. He specializes in United 
Stales unused stamps and topical first-day covers. He served a/our-year term as president 
of th£ now defunct First Day Cover Collectors of Wisconsin . He also edited that group's 
newsleller, The Wisconsin Cover Sheet, for approximately eight years and has had an 
article publishl!d in First Days, newsleller of thl! American First Day Cover Society. Hank 
enjoys amaleur cachl!tmaldng, ma/cing cachl!ts on select subjects of personal interest. In 
addition to th£ Oshkosh PhilaJelic Society, Hank holds membership in th£ American Phila
telic Society and th£ Wisconsin Postal History Society. We welcome Hank Schmidt as writer 
for this new column. 

This new feature will appear in alter

nate issues of ATFP. I'm excited about 
having been invited to do it and to 
make a case for first-day cover collect
ing. No, I will not try to sell you on 
FDC collecting, but will try to impart 
to you what I think about this area of 
philately. You'll see a discussion of 
FDC collecting - good, bad, or what
ever, and I hope to be controversial, so 
as to stimulate your comments. 

Years ago, when I was much 
younger and more foolish than I am 
now, I was always impressed with a 
guy who could talk about a particular 

subject using hundred-dollar words 

(that's $100 before inflation) and 
technical jargon to the extent that I was 
unable to fully understand what was 
being said, and too uncomfortable to 
ask for explanations. Later, I found 
that most of these people were pseudo
experts (a fancy way of saying "fakes") 
and in reality probably came upon this 
good earth having been bored. 

I will be stating my sentiments 
about FDC collecting in straight, un

adulterated Midwestern English be
cause I do not have the capacity or the 
desire to write it in any other way. 

My plans are to discuss the follow-
ing: 

• amateur cachetrnaking 

• collecting by Scott number 

• collecting by cachetmaker 

• cachet identification 

• current trends in FDC collecting 
and cachetmaking 

• reference material and catalogs 

• your collection as an investment 
and/or as a part of history, plus a 
few other subjects that I haven't 
thought about yet. 

At this point you may be saying to 
yourself, "Is this guy really an expert 
on FDCs or just some weirdo who 
wants to blow his horn?" All I can say 
is that I don't know what an expert is, 

and "yes," I will be blowing my horn, 
because I have a few things to blow it 

about. 
I invite all fellow WFSC members to 

communicate with me about FDC 
collecting and/or this column. The 
more letters I receive, the longer the 
series will run. It should, therefore, be 
obvious to you that if you want this 
column to continue, write or talk to 

me. As your comments will be quoted 
and discussed, always make it clear if I 
may or may not use your name. If you 
don't indicate this, implied consent 
will rule, and I will use your name as 
needed. 

If you think this feature stinks, then 
don 't communicate with me or send 
me a nasty unsigned/signed letter 
telling me so. 

That's my comment for now. 
What's yours? ■ 

W AUSAPEX '94 
( continued from p. 3) 

Portage County Postal History, by 
Bill Grosnick 

· Michael, Gabriel & Associates, by 
Roland Essig 

Esperanto - World Language, by Fred 
Ziemann 

Wolf, by Fred Ziemann 

Bill Grosnick also provided a dis
play of railroad materials to comple
ment the show's theme. 

DANEPEX '94 EXHIBIT AW ARDS 
ANNOUNCED 

DANEPEX '94, sponsored by the Bad
ger Stamp Club, was held October 1, at 
the Holiday Inn Southeast, Madison, 
WI. Needles to say, a major feature of 
the show was the U.S. Postal Service 
Substation, where the clerk canceled 
MANY Recalled Legends of the West 
orders. Exhibit awards were as follows: 

Open Division 

1st and Best of Show - Door County 
Post Offices, by James B. Hale 

1st - Dag Hammarskjold Remembered, 
by Robert T. Voss 

3rd - Confederate States of America, 
by Gary Zink 

Youth Division 

1st and Best Youth - Wild Cats, by 
Alexis Gill 

1st - Space: The Final Frontier, by 
Alexis Gill 

2nd - Birds: Comparison of North 
American and Tropical Species, by 
Lisa Giss 

2nd - On Wisconsin!, by David Updike 

Most Popular Exhibit 

Confederate States of America, by 
Gary Zink 

Non-competitive Exhibits: 

Norman Rockwell, by Dick Martin 
Stamps of Ireland, by Adrian 

Stransky 
75th Anniversary of the Universal 

Postal Union, by Adrian Stransky 
Confederate and Union Auto graphs, 

by Gary Zink 

5 



6 

By Ken Grant, Baraboo Area Stamp Club made canceling corks wore out, they 
were replaced by others often de
vised by creative postmasters. 

Collecting Local 
Postal History 

Figure 3 shows another one of 
these fancy cancels. The "B" in a 
triangle cancel was in use in 1887. 
As you can see from the illustration, 
my copy is certainly faulty, the 
ragged edge of the cover detracting 
from its looks. There are literally 
dozens of different fancy cancels for 
Baraboo which can be collected in 
various states of wear. 

Little did I know when I moved to 
Milwaukee from Chicago to go to 
graduate school at Marquette Univer
sity that I was making one of the 
most important geographical deci
sions of my young life. Some eight 
years later when I moved to Baraboo 
to teach at the University of Wiscon
sin Center located there, I was 
equally ignorant of the implications 
of my new move. Now, 24 years 
later, I know I am a Wisconsinite, a 
"Cheddarhead" without apology. and 
committed to collecting the postal 
history of my hometown of Baraboo, 
the post offices of Sauk County, and 
a selective range of covers from 
Wisconsin. In fact, I can't think of a 
worthier philatelic project for mem
bers of the Wisconsin Federation of 
Stamp Clubs than researching and 
exhibiting their own comer of Wis
consin postal history. 

Let me show you a few examples 
of covers that have made their way 
into my Baraboo Postal History 
collection. 

The cover in Figure 1 is an early 
Baraboo cover. The first settlers 
arrived in the early 1840s and 
Baraboo's post office opened in 
1847. This 1857 cover contains a 
letter filled with facts about Baraboo 
in its early development. According 
to Harvey Houlette, the author, 
Baraboo has: 

''Two Churches Three Schools, 
and about One Doz. Stores One 
Flouring mill Two Saw mill Two 
Cabinet Shops and various other 
noted Buildings in both Villages 
[he includes West Baraboo as 
well] there is over 2500 inhabit
ants th~ People are very friendly." 

The author may not be so skilled in 
his punctuation, but he is an able 

observer of a bustling town, recording 
the development of Baraboo in less 
than 20 years from forest and prairie to 
2500 residents. I like this cover for its 
historical content more than its plain 
appearance. 

Not all Baraboo covers are plain, 
however. Figure 2 shows one of a 
number of Baraboo fancy cancels. This 
cover, mailed in 1874, boasts a nega
tive star cork cancel. When the hand-

The tidy little cover in Figure 4 
illustrates postal use. The 1¢ Franklin 
stamp pays the drop letter rate for 
mail posted in town to a local ad
dress. 

The 1800s and early 1900s may 
provide a rich collecting base, but 
my comer of Wisconsin has some 
modem postal history of interest 

.. 
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Fig. 1-1857 Baraboo cover 
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Fig. 2 - star cork cancel 



as well. Figure 5 shows a cover I 
sent to be canceled at one of the 
Argentinian Antarctic bases. It 
received the appropriate cancellation 
from Air Base Teniente Matienzo, 
but then something special hap
pened. A postal clerk somewhere 
along the way misread Baraboo, WI, 
and sent this cover to Barbados, W .I., 
where it was received by the Barba
dos, West Indies Post Office, and 
stamped "Missent to Barbados." 
Here is some long-distance, local 
postal history! 

Where do you find these covers? I 
find mine at local auctions, at stamp 
shows- especially MILCOPEX -
and through postal history dealers 
who advertise in Linn's Stamp News. 
How expensive is it? That part is up 
to you. Nothing in my collection cost 
me more than $20. Most pieces cost 
between $2 and $5. Still, you must 
realize that undamaged early covers 
with clear cancels demand a pre
mium. 

Perhaps the best source for learn
ing about local postal history is 
membership in the Wisconsin Postal 
History Society. Established over 50 
years ago, the society offers a quar
terly journal, Badger Postal History, 

Base Aerea 
Teniente Matienzo 

Ret'lll'II to ~- -· ----
BAlWlOO, S&uk Oo., Wi&, 

Ihot delivered within 10 aa,.. 

Fig; 3 - "B" in triangle cancel 

as well a almost two dozen 
different informational 
bulletins on everything 
from 19th century fancy 
cancellations to Wisconsin 
railway postmarks. I think 
the $10 annual dues is a 

' _.. ' 

great bargain. If you're ~ f~

1 interested, write to: Frank ~ 
Moertl, Secy.-Treas., •

. . . , . . -

~ : 
: . 
: . ...... ,. .... , ..... , . 

Wisconsin Postal History 
Society, N95 W32259 
County Line Rd., Hartland, 
WI 53029. ■ 

Fig. 5 - missent to Barbados, W.I. 

Fig. 4 - shows drop letter rate 

KENNETH B. GRANT 
709 NARAGANSETT 

BARABOO Wl 5391 3 
U.S.A. 
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By Gretel Matczak. Wisconsin Valley Philatelic Society 

How to Address an 
Envelope - Correctly! 
Gretel and her husband rwi Almajo Stamps, in Weyerhaeuser, WI, and have supported th£ 
WFSC with thl!ir ads in this publication for th£ past three months. Since they do a large 
mail-order business, they have much experience in the matter of correspondence and 
addressing envelopes according to U.S. Postal Service specifications. 

With fewer stamp stores, and those still 
around being further in between, an 
increasing number of purchases are 
being made through the mail. It's 
important, therefore, that mail is prop
erly addressed and in a manner by 
which it can be read by the U.S. Postal 
Service computers used for processing 
mail at the larger sorting centers. 

If the address on a piece of mail is 
computer-readable, it will arrive at its 
destination much faster. If the com
puter can't read it, it is rejected for 
hand-processing. This can cause as 
much as a five-day delay, depending 
on how unreadable the address is, or it 
might even be returned to the sender. 

The best way to address a piece of 
mail is in all capital letters on a type
writer with a "sans serif' typeface. 
"Sans" means "without," as without 
serifs. Example: 

nns IS A SERIF TYPEFACE. 
THISIS A SANS SERIF TYPEFACE. 

The problem is, however, that not all 
of us have a typewriter or one with 
changeable typefaces. But, hand
lettering in all capital letters will work, 
too. 

There's more, though. The address 
should be placed in the middle of the 
cover or label with the last line show
ing: (City), (State) with the two-letter 
abbreviation, and (ZIP code+ 4). 
Sometimes, we have to start way over 
to the left of the cover to get all that 
information on the last line. 

The next line up. should have the 
(delivery address): the street address or 
box number. If a post office box num
ber is used, it should go on this line, 
the street address on the next line up. 
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The third or fourth ljne up shows 
the (name): company or person to 
which your mail is addressed. 

Line 
Attention Line 
Company Name 
Delivery Addre 
City, State, ZIP 

ss Line 
Line 

If this piece of mail is going to a 
company, the next line up is the atten
tion line or any other information 
needed. 

Nothing, absolutely uotbim: is 
written, lettered, or stamped below the 
(City), (State), (ZIP code+ 4) line. 

Now that we know the shape of the 
letters and what goes on each line, we 
need to know just a little more. 

There is to be absolutely NO punc
tuation in any portion of the address. 
The exceptions are the dash between 
the ZIP code + 4 and a number sign (#) 
for an apartment. The # sign should 
have a space in front and behind it, so 
the computer can tell what it is. 

Post offices boxes should always 
read "PO BOX" not "BOX." Many 
abbreviations can be used, but that is a 
subject for another article. 

All of the above also applies to the 
return address you give to the stamp 
dealer with which you wish to do 
business. You know your address the 
best, and if it is presented in all capital 
letters with no punctuation, a PO BOX 
and ZIP code + 4, it is likely that the 
company will address mail to you the 

same way, and especially if they read 
this article. 

Mailing labels are great, but we 
have yet to find a company that will 
print them in all caps with no punctua
tion, even though we request they be 
done that way. 

The reason this is mentioned is 
because some people like to use return 
labels as address labels. At least they 
are easier to read than some handwrit
ing and can be used as a last resort. 

ZIP code + 4 has been mentioned 
and may need some explanation. With 

D 
MR STANLEY DOE 
BEST STAMP COMPANY 
PO BOX 345 
ANYPLACE WI 54894-0345 

a PO BOX, the +4 are the last four 
numbers in the box number. If there 
are less than four numbers, zeros in 
front take up the spaces. For a PO BOX 
2, the +4 would be -0002; for a PO 
BOX 53678, the +4 would be -3678. 

Street address +4s are assigned by 
the U.S. Postal Service for an area 
(building, block, etc.) and are available 
from your local post office. This +4 
will deliver the mail to the area in 
which you live and the mail carrier 
uses the rest of the address to get it to 
you. +4 is becoming more important as 
more sorting centers become auto
mated, and not using the +4 only 
delays your mail. ■ 



What's new in youth philately? The 
Stamp Zone and two audio-visual 
programs 

National Stamp Collecting Month 
brought several new youth-oriented 
promotional items to my attention. 
Club leaders and promoters of youth 
philately are always looking for new 
programs and ideas. These new re
sources will add a new dimension to 
your youth program. 

PBS TV program 

The popular children's television 
program, "Reading Rainbow," will 
feature stamp collecting on one of the 

Bv wpsc YE Youth Division MaeyAnn Bowman 

Joining with Juniors 
of what happens to the mail dropped in 
mail boxes at both a Long Island Post 
Office today contrasted with archival 
film from Washington D.C. 

The program was scheduled to air 
on Tuesday, October 11, on many 
Public Broadcasting Service TV sta
tions. As the programs are repeated 
throughout the year, it may be possible 
for you to contact your local PBS 
station and determine when the pro
gram will be repeated. I plan to tape 
the program for future use. 

USPS video 

The U.S. Postal Service (in collabo
ration with The Children's Television 

Workshop) has released a new video, 
"Hispanic Tesoro - Legends and Lead
ers in American History." This new 15-
minute video stars Lenni and Alex 
from the hit PBS "Ghostwriter" series. 
When Alex receives a letter containing 
a treasure map, the pair are led on a 
philatelic adventure. Through United 
States stamps, they are introduced to 
the influences of the Spanish and 
Hispanic on American culture. The 
video should be available through your 
post office or regional center's market
ing and communications department. 

The Stamp Zone 

An exciting new publication for 
youth, The Stamp 'Zone, made its debut ten new programs taped for the 

fall season. Each 30-minute 
program is highlighted by the 
reading of a children's book 
followed by several segments 
related to the book. 

The Stam!) Zone 
( Volume 1 October 1994 ) 

in October. The monthly 
magazine aimed at young 
collectors (12 and under) is a 
16-page, bicolored periodical. 
Each issue promises to bring 
facts and philatelic fun. The 
first issue contains an article 
by Barry Krause, author of 
several stamp collecting 
books. The article begins by 
exploring the idea of why 
people collect stamps. It 
continues . with suggestions for 
ways to start your collection, 
how to handle stamps, and 
discusses tools used by collec
tors. 

The book chosen for the 
"U.S. Mail" feature is HAIL TO 
MAIL. The book was originally 
written in 1927 by Samuel 
Marshak, a Russian. The story 
has been translated by Richard 
Pevear and illustrated by 
Vladimir Rudunsky. The story, 
written in rhyme, tells the tale 
of a certified letter as it is 
carried by a succession of mail 
carriers. From New York to 
Switzerland, then on to Brazil, 
the letter is faithfully carried 
around the globe as it tries to 
catch up with Mr. John Peck. 

The stamp collecting seg
ment of the show focuses on 
Matthew Ross, a 12-year-old 
Brooklyn stamp collector, a 
protege of George T. Guzzio. 
The opening and closing stamp 
montages feature the philatelic mate
rial of Mary Ann Owens (former 
Wisconsinite), Guzzio and Ross. 

Other segments include children 
telling why they write letters and a tour 

The foreign focus in this 
issue is on Australia - the 
country and its stamps. The 
magazine has a "Question and 
Answer Corner," a "PenPal 
Page," and "The Puzzle 
Zone." The best news is that a 
subscription to the magazine 
is ABSOLlITEL y FREE. If you 
would like to have a copy 

of the premier issue and a subscrip
tion coupon, send 75¢ in postage 
and an address label to: MaryAnn 
Bowman, P.O. Box 1451, 
Waukesha, WI 53187. ■ 
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Show Calendar and Registry 

1994 

November 12 - 13 
FALL COIN & STAMP SHOW 

Kettle Moraine Coin & Stamp Club 
Paradise Mall 

1400 So. Main, West Bend 
(Contact: Bill Yankus, P.O. Box 148, 

Slinger, WI 53086) 

December 10 - 11 
UWMPSEX '94 

22nd Annual Stamp & Coin Exhibition 
and Bourse, Philatelic Society at 

University of Wisconsin Milwaukee 
UWM Student Union - Ballroom 

2200 E. Kenwood Blvd., Milwaukee 
(Contact: Bruce Ramme, c/o Expo 
Mgmt. Consultants, P.O. Box 407, 

Okauchee, WI 53069 -
phone (414) 353-4841) (11194) 

FREE MAIL-BID 
SAT,E 

CATALOG 
1000 LOTS EVERY 4-6 

WEEKS, US & WORLD WIDE 

ALMAJO STAMPS 
P.O. BOX 45 

WEYERHAEUSER. WI 
54895-0045 

Member: APS, ATA, BIA, GPS, 
WVPS, ETC. 

Store: 222 4th St. Phone: 715-353-2919 
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We Buy Collections 
and Accumulations.I 

List your show, bourse, auction or event 
S- .EBE.E for WFSC member-club shows - classlfled rates for 

non-members and all other events 

Feb. 12, 1995 
CENWISPEX '95 

Central Wisconsin Stamp Club 
Cranbrries Hall 

Hwy. 13-West, Wisconsin Rapids 
(Contact: Dave Camey, P.O. Box 

1122, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 -
phone (715) 325-3211) 

Feb. 18, 1995 
. 35th ANNUAL EXHIBITION 

ANDBOURSE 
Janesville Stamp Club 

Craig Center, Fairgrounds 
(Contact: Val Cook, 1604 So. Crosby, 

Janesville, WI 53546 - phone 
(608) 754-6497) 

Mar. 25 - 26, 1995 
OUTAPEX '95 

Outagamie Philatelic Society 
Columbus Club 

2531 N. Richmond St., Appleton 
(Contact: Al Marcus, P.O. Box 11, 

Appleton, WI 54912) 

April 22 - 23, 1995 
WISCOPEX '95 

hosted by Badger Stamp Club 
Holiday Inn Southeast, 1-90 & 

Hwy. 12/18 (Exit 142B), Madison 
(Contact: Karen Weigt, 4184 Rose Ct , 

Middleton, WI 53562 - phone 
(414) 836-1509) 

Feb. 18 - 19, 1995 
STAMP SHOW '95 

Kenosha Stamp and Cover Club 
St. Mark's Auditorium 

7202 Sheridan Rd., Kenosha 
(Contact: Dennis Muel~er, 7620 - 10th 

Ave., Kenosha, WI 53143) 

Mar. 18 - 1 9, 1 995 
BAYPEX '95 

Green Bay Philatelic Society 
Downtowner Best Western Motel 

321 So. Washington St., Green Bay 
(Contact: Gordy Lindner, 1002 

Amberly Tr., Green Bay, WI 54311) 

April 1 - 2, 1995 
SHEPEX '95 

Sheboygan Stamp Club 
Sheboygan Rehabilitation Center 
1305 St. Clair Ave., Sheboygan 
(Contact: SSC, P.O. Bo1t 907, 

Sheboygan, WI 53082) 

WANTED: Expired U.S., Canada, 
hunting/fishing licenses with stamps. 
Swap my precancels, U.S. plate 
number coils, foreign. Seianas, 2806 
Jean Ave., Racine, WI 53404. (Belle 

City Stamp Club) 

Writer Wanted! 
The WFSC Newsletter Committee is looking for someone to write a new col
umn for Across the Fence Post. The column, "On Wisconsin," will be launched 
in the January 1995 issue as a prelude to Wisconsin's 150th anniversary of 
statehood (1998). Each column will feature a stamp and approximately 100 
words about the stamp subject and tie-in to Wisconsin. No writing experience 
necessary. You can work ahead in your spare time. If interested, contact: Karen 
Weigt, Interim Editor, ATFP, 4184 Rose Ct., Middleton, WI 53562 - phone 
(608) 836-1509. First column due December 5. 1994. YOU can do it! 



Dealer: 
Renee's Stamps 
Renee's Stamps is actually the name 
of the stamp business partnership of 
Jim and Renee Seiler. Jim suggested 
the business name because it sounds 
a bit different and is something that 
people are more likely to remember. 
The business is primarily a weekend 
venture, where they attend about 26 
shows a year, and one or two 
bourses. They also do a mail-order 
stamp business and advertise for such 
in Global Stamp News. Additionally, 
they will open the stamp store (their 
home) to collectors by appointment. 
Occasionally, their grown son, 
James, and his wife help with the 
business. 

Jim and Renee live in rural 
Reedsville, WI, and have only the 
one child, James, who was a collec
tor as a youth. 

Jim began collecting stamps after 
he was married and began taking a 
nephew to stamp shows in Milwau
kee. Jim now collects United Na
tions, United States, and Vatican 
stamps. He also collects Lions Inter
national stamps. Yes, he does belong 
to the Lions International Stamp 
Club, too. 

Renee started collecting stamps 
because of Jim, and although she is 
not as formal about it - her stamps 
go into a box instead of an album -
she dreams of one day developing an 
exhibit: She first collected Disney 
stamps, then Christmas material, and 

finally went to food on stamps, but 
because this is such a broad topic, she 
is narrowing it down to "Bread - the 
Staff of Life." This is the subject she 
hopes to exhibit. 

Jim and Renee have been members 
of the Manitowoc Philatelic Society 
and the Sheboygan Stamp Club for 
about 12 years. They also hold mem
bership in the American Topical Asso
ciation, American Philatelic Society, 
Bureau Issues Association, and the 
Midwest Stamp Dealers Association. 
In addition to her stamp collection, 
Renee enjoys sewing, reading, and 
working with their computer. Jim 
enjoys electronics and computers. 

Jim and Renee work full-time jobs 
during the week. Renee teaches family 
and consumer education at Elkhart 
Lake High School. (For us old-timers, 
that's the modem-day version of home 
economics.) She is also involved with 
the K-12 Enrichment Program. (There 
is nothing for us old-timers to compare 
that to.) Jim works in maintenance at 
Lakeside Foods. 

Renee's Stamps evolved when Jim 
picked up a few accumulations at 
shows. One day, they found a dealer 
who was disposing of his stock. Jim 
and Renee agreed that stamp dealing 
might be an enjoyable part-time job, so 
they bought him out. The business 
started primarily specializing in United 
States and United Nations material. 
Later it branched out to Western-era 
stamps, and now Renee's also carries 
topical issues. 

Renee enjoys the camaraderie that 
exists between dealers. It isn't a vi-

By Robed J, Mather, 
Waukesha County 
Philatelic Society 

Dealer 
Profile 

cious competition, and they've not 
yet had any "bum" customers. Jim 
and Renee's philosophy is "If we 
don't have it, we'll help you find it." 
They claim that every show is a new 
challenge and it's great fun doing 
business with stamp collectors. 

Among the best shows they have 
attended: the AT A show in South 
Carolina in the late 1980s and the 
1993 Milwaukee ATA show. One of 
the more interesting shows they 
attended was POLAPEX, held in 
Niles, IL. Nearly everyone at the 
show spoke Polish and to get a cup of 
coffee, they had to ask for it in that 
language ,in order to be understood. 

It is always a pleasure doing 
business with Jim !3'1d Renee, and we 
don't know of a dealer who has a 
friendlier "Hi" or a bigger smile as 
you walk up to their table. We send 
them our wishes and hope they 
continue to "help us find it if they 
don't have it" for many years to 
come. ■ 

Which Wisconsin
area dealer would you 
like to see profiled in 
this column? 

Send your request to: Karen Weigt, 
Interim Editor, ATFP, 4184 Rose 
Ct., Middleton, WI 53562-4339. 
Include the dealer's address and 
phone number. 
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By GreQD Greenwald. 405 Hinman Ave .. Marshfield. w, 54449-3860 
Mbr .. Central Wisconsin Stamp Club 

U.S. Varieties Clearinghouse 
New printings of two stamps of the 
Great Americans issue have been 
released. The new varieties are the 10¢ 
Red Cloud (Scott #2176) and the 40¢ 
Claire Chennault (Scott #2186). The 
stamps have been printed on embedded 
prephosphored paper with shiny gum. 

ety. Previous ver
sions include ( 1) 
overall tagged and 
(2) surface-coated 
prephosphored 
paper varieties. In 
addition, the bio

This is the fourth 
variety of the 10¢ 
Red Cloud. Previ
ous versions include 
(1) block tagged, (2) 
overall tagged, and 
(3) surface-coated 

graphical notes about Chennault have 
been retained in the sheet selvage. 

prephosophored paper varieties. As for 
the 40¢ Chennault, it is the third vari-

I purchased the new Red Cloud and 
Chennault varieties at the Green Bay 
Philatelic Center. For those of you 
wishing to order (a minimum of 20 
must be purchased for a plate number 
strip), the address is: Stamp Shoppe, 
300 Packerland Dr.: Green Bay, WI 

ROCK AIRES 
COLLECTABLES 

I STORE I 

2026 Windsor Rd., Loves Park, IL 61111 
(815) 877-ROCK 

Hours 
11 :00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. daily 

10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Wed. and Sat. 

Stamps - Postal History - Supplies 
Postcards - Antiques 

Boxes and sleeves for the stamp and postcard collector. 
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54303-9998; phone (414) 498-3849. 
For the record, the following Great 

Americans sheet stamps have all been 
reprinted in the past year or so with 
shiny gum. All of these stamps were 
originally issued on paper with dull 
gum. The varieties (in addition to the 
two mentioned above) are: 

• 20¢ Truman - Bull's Eye
perf 11.2 (Scott #1862a) 

• 23¢ Cassatt - (Scott #2182) 

• 50¢ Nimitz - Bull's Eye perf 
11.2 (Scott #1869a) 

• 52¢ Humphrey - (Scott 
#2190) 

• 75¢ Willkie - (Scott #2193) 

• $1 Hopkins - (Scott #2194A) 

Please direct comments/questions to 
me. If a response is requested, please 
include a SASE. ■ 

What's a Postal 
Customer 
Advisory Council? 
Customer Advisory Councils seem to 
be popping up in growing numbers. 
They're sponsored by local post 
offices and each has its own agenda. 

The Madison-area CAC is made up 
of ordinary volunteer citizens and 
meets once a month at the main post 
office. Its purpose is to act as a 
liaison between customers and the 
Postal Service. Just a few of last 
years' accomplishments were: 

• to promote a Consumers' Week, 
whereby post office tours were of
fered to the general public; 

• sponsor a Youth Coloring Activ
ity, where pictures to color were sent 
to elementary schools and day care 
facilities and displayed in the post 
office lobby over the Christmas 
mailing season; 

• provide a training session to 
show customers how to operate the 
new self-service scales and stamp 
vending machines; 

• implement a Mystery Shopper 
and Phone Survey program for feed
back regarding window courtesy, 
product and service infonnation, and 
general post office lobby appearance. 

If you have a CAC in your area, 
you might want to get involved! ■ 




