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By WFSC President Greg S. Schmidt 

Stamp Shows -
What's in a Name 

I'm sure that 
most of you 
have attended 
a stamp show 
at some time 
of another. 
This month 
I'll try to 
explain the 
differences 
between 

bourses, local stamp shows (club 
shows), state (regional) shows, and 
national shows. 

Bourses are normally commercial 
ventures promoted and conducted by 
stamp dealers or stamp dealer groups; 
e.g., Wausau's monthly show or the 
periodic shows staged by Bill 
Robinson. Normally, you will not see 
exhibits at these shows. Bourses, on 
occasion, will have a mixture of stamp 
and coin dealers at the same venue. 

Local stamp shows are sponsored by 
area stamp clubs. Over the years, most 
of these show names have adopted the 
"pex" abbreviation for Philatelic 
EXhibition; e.g., BA YPEX, 
POLARPEX. 

Local shows sometimes resemble a 
bourse, as exhibits are not always 
included at these events. Club shows 
have a reception table where one can 
find past show covers, promotional 
brochures of various specialty collect
ing groups, philatelic newspapers, as 
well as information about the sponsor
ing club's meeting times and location. 
These shows usually run for two days, 

but in some instances, only one, de
pending on the club's size and number 
of volunteers. If exhibits are included, 
they will encompass numerous topics 
and are usually the first effort by an 
individual. The mixture and number of 
dealers depends on the room size, but 
resembles what is seen at a bourse. 

State or regional shows are the next 
step in stamp show evolution. In the 
state of Wisconsin, this is called 
WISCOPEX, which is the annual 
convention and exhibition of the Wis
consin Federation of Stamp Clubs. 
WISCOPEX is hosted by one of the 
numerous local clubs throughout the 
state . Various statewidt specialty 
groups meet once a year at this show. 
The dealer portion of the show is 
simply expanded from the local club 
show. 

The exhibits are more diverse, 
number more, and normally are more 
advanced than what you would see 
locally. The exhibits are judged by a 
team of three qualified judges from 
throughout the state. There are .three 
award levels in addition to specialty 
group awards for qualifying exhibits. 

The WFSC staffs a society table 
where information related to the fed
eration and its local member clubs can 
be found . Sometimes the state show 
includes society tables for specialty 
collecting groups. 

Finally, there are national shows, 
which are an expanded version of state/ 

(continued on p. 3) 
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Honoring Our Wisconsin 
Exhibitors - Congrats! 
STAMPSHOW '95, August 24-27, St. Louis, MO 

Gold - The World of Owls, by Fred Ziemann 
• ATA Silver 

Vermeil - Man Beneath the Sea, by Roland Essig 
• ATA Bronze 

Silver - Used V. S. Plate Number Coils, by Ron Hayes 
Youth Silver-Bronze - The Involvement of KCS Industries in the Production of 

U.S. Booklet Stamps, 1991-1994, by Brian J. Liedtke 

MILCOPEX '95, September 22-24, Milwaukee, WI 

Gold - Cayman Island Registered Mail 1901-1932, by James F. Stern 
Silver - The World of Golf, by Patricia Loehr 
Bronze - 1983 V. S. Olympics Speedskating Postal Card, by Mary Ellen Daniel 
Youth Vermeil - The Involvement of KCS Industries and U.S. Booklet Stamps 

Production 1991-1994, by Brian J. Liedtke 
• NAYSEC Youth Grand Award Medal 
• Boys Town Best of Show Ribbon 
• JPA Blue Ribbon and H.E. Harris Medal 

Youth Silver - Olympics, by Tracy Zavrl 
Youth Bronze - States and Stamps, by Caitlin T. Shubat 

SINGAPORE '95, September 1-10, Singapore 

Gold - The Triangular Stamps of the Cape of Good Hope, by Gene Bowman 
• Special prize - set of five bronze medallions commemorating the 

famous Portuguese navigators 

Gene made the trip to Singapore (an international show) and reports that it was 
a great event. He commented that stamp collecting is very much alive and well 

in the Orient. The show was packed with visitors right up until five minutes 

before closing time on Sunday , September 10, when Gene estimates approxi
mately 3,000 people were still milling about in the exhibition hall. 
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Editor's 
Comments 

I may have made a deal with the devil. 
I wanted speed and the latest and 
greatest in computer technology. I got 
it, but I also now have more gray 
hairs, stress and frustration than I ever 
could have imagined. 

My 120 MHz Pentium with 16 MB 
of RAM, 1.2 GB hard drive, and all 
the other newest high-tech amenities 
arrived on September 25. A Hewlett
Packard LaserJet 5MP printer came 
with the package; so I finally got my 
coveted 600 dpi resolution. It was a 
delightful day, until I began loading my 
software and actually tried to use the 
new system. 

I continue to experience system 
lockups, application shutdowns, error 
messages, software refusing to load, 
nearly unreadable screen fonts, and the 
list goes on. To top it off, eight out of 
ten tries to seek help via logging into 
the various computer forums on 
CompuServe disconnect due to "remote 
server problems." Some say this is 
because of an overload produced by 
hordes like me who recently switched 
to Windows 95 . We're all looking for 
the patches and driver upgrades needed 
to get our old software to run properly 
with the new operating system. 

Needless to say, this issue of ATFP 
was produced under adverse condi
tions. On the positive side, the system 
is FAST. Page switc;hing in PageMaker 
happens instantly! WordPerfect for 
Windows 6. 0 used to take 17 seconds 
to load, now it's two seconds. 

I count my blessings, too, for the 
great articles I received for this 
month' s issue. Many thanks to Bob 
Mather for responding to my challenge 
to submit an article about a cover 
carried by either a balloon, zeppelin, 
submarine, or dog sled. What's your 
opinion? Does his cover qualify as 
balloon mail? Does anyone have a 
cover that was carried by dog sled? 

On pp. 6-8 you'll find John 
Spangler's fantastic critique of the 
philatelic weeklies. It thoroughly 
answers the question new philatelists 
regularly ask. ■ 

President's Message 
( continued from p. 1) 

regional shows. An example is 
MILCOPEX, and national shows run 
for three days. National organizations 
often convene at such shows and offer 
seminars open to the public that are 
well worth attending. The dealer 
portion numbers between 40 to 60 
different dealers with a wide and 
diversified stock of material. The 
exhibits are judged by American 
Philatelic Society accredited judges 
who award ribbons from five different 
levels, in addition to specialty group 
awards. Exhibits at the national level 
can be some of the finest collections 

assembled in the world and are 
well worth the time to view. 

Numerous specialty groups staff 
society tables to explain who they are 
and what they have to offer. You'll 
also find a reception table at national 
shows where you can get the show 
program, new and old show covers, 
and other important information. 

As you can see, most of these shows 
have many similarities, as they basi
cally evolve from one to the next. I 
hope this gives you a better under
standing of what shows are all about. 
I also hope that if you've never attended 
a stamp show, you're now 
encouraged to attend one and find out 
what you've been missing. ■ 

Bv Robert J. Mather, Waukesha County Philatelic Society 

Balloon Mail? 
ln response to a question posed in 
"Editor's Comments" (October 1995, 
ATFP), Bob Mather submitted the follow
ing commentary and cover. He stated, 
"My wife and I took a balloon flight and I 
prepared a number of covers prior to the 
event. The covers were carried on the 
balloon and although I'm not sure if they 
qualify as genuine balloon mail, they are 
interesting item.s. " 

This cover was carried aboard the hot
air balloon Rainbow Express - N4191R, 
piloted by Captain Peter H. Asp, from 
the Balloons Unlimited Balloonport at 
W1341 Hwy. B near Sullivan, WI, to 
just outside_ Ashippun, WI. The balloon 
lifted off at 6:25 p.m. on Wednesday, 

August 9, 1989, and touched down 
near Ashippun at 7:42 p.m. The flight 
passed over Oconomowoc, Lac La 
Belle, and Ashippun Lake, a distance 
of seven miles. 

The flight ranged from over 800 
feet high to just a few feet above the 
ground. The balloon mail was then 
carried by automobile to Oconomowoc, 
WI, where it was deposited into the 
mail stream at 8:47 p.m. for delivery 
to its final destinatiorl. 

The pilot graciously autographed 
each cover and each cover was hand
stamped with the date of the balloon 

flight, August 9, 1989. ■ 
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By WFSC Secy. Karen Weigt 

4184 Rose Ct., Middleton, WI 53562 

Visitors to DANEPEX '95 found a 
special treat. To celebrate the fifth 
anniversary of the show, all of its "best 
of" exhibits were called back to par
ticipate in a Court of Honor. It in
cluded both Best of Show and Best 
Youth exhibits of the past. The presen
tation was especially impressive be
cause many of those exhibits had since 
been upgraded for competition on the 
national level. 

DANEPEX is sponsored by the 
Badger Stamp Club (Greater Madi
son area), which also hosted 
WISCOPEX '95, just six months ago. 
In this respect, the Court of Honor 
provided a break for the weary exhibits 
chairman who was relieved of recruit
ing fresh material. 

WaUSApex, sponsored by the 
Wisconsin Valley Philatelic Society, 
did something new this year, too. 
Recognizing that the majority of WVPS 

members are intimidated by the rules 
that govern competitive exhibiting, the 
show encouraged "anything goes" 
displays . It pulled in ten displays of 
members' collections that were judged 
by the general public. 

Here are two examples of successful 
innovations that were needed to meet 
particular situatio~. One that might 
help preserve a show sponsored by an 
aging club membership is to call upon 
a local Boy Scout troop to lug heavy 
equipment and assist with the setup. 

Having trouble getting your show 
cover off the ground? Try hiring a club 
outsider to do it. Because of the cost, 
your profits may not be so great, but 
you'll manage to maintain a tradition. 
It's worth it in a pinch. 

This brings me to the subject of a 
circular I recently received from an 
individual in Lakewood, OH, who 
specializes in producing stamp show 
cachets. He enclosed two samples of 
his work, ·which are beautiful. Tell him 
your show theme and he'll design the 
cachet. He'll reproduce it (in full 
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color) on as many covers as you want. 
He uses a computer color printer, a 
printing method that would be most 
economical if you're looking at produc
ing a small quantity of covers. 

Regardless of the number of covers 
ordered, however, this fellow charges 
only 50¢ per cover, plus a $3 shipping 
fee for up to two pounds. Unless there 
are some hidden charges, this sounds 
like a pretty good deal to me . If you're 
interested, send me a SASE, and I'll 
send you a copy of the circular. 

What others are doing 

Elections get a bit complicated for 
the Central Wisconsin Stamp Club, 
which is a combination of two groups. 
One meets the first Thursday of each 
month in Stevens Point; the other 
meets the third Thursday in the Wis
consin Rapids area. The following list 
_of 1995-96 officers shows how the club 
is structured: Pres. Gregg Greenwald 
and Treas . Pat Brookman, Stevens 
Point VP Larry Glenzer and Secy. Carl 
Farnsworth, Wisconsin Rapids VP 
Tom Sanford and Secy . Dave Camey. 

The CWSC traditionally honors its 
deceased members by donating a book 
to the local public library . The library 
of choice, of course, depends upon 
whether the member was active in the 
Stevens Point group or the Wisconsin 
Rapids group. 

For their July meeting, each mem
ber of the Green Bay Philatelic Soci
ety brought a philatelic item that first 
captured their interest in stamp collect
ing. At the September meeting, each 
member spent a maximum of five 
minutes describing what they like about 
one or two of their favorite dealers . 

"You Show Me Yours; I'll Show 
You Mine! " was the title of the 
Kenosha Stamp and Cover Club's 
August meeting program. As an incen
tive to participate, a cash prize went to 
the individual who best explained the 

best or worst philatelic item in their 
collection. The winner was determined 
by a vote. -

1995-96 officers of the Belle City 
Stamp Club (Racine) are: Pres. Frank 
Garniss, VP Bill Pier, Secy. Ray 
Wood and Treas . Dick Martell . 

In September, the BCSC partici
pated in the local Senior Craft Fair by 
giving stamp collecting materials to 
children and philatelic literature to 
adults. The club's meeting program 
schedule for the year is: 

Sept. 5 - Buying Stamps at Auction 
Oct. 5 - Auction 
Nov. 2 - Great Americans on Stamps 
Jan. 4 - Auction 
Feb. 1 - Lincoln on Stamps 
Mar. 7 - WFSC Club Trivia Contest 
Apr. 4 - The Guernsey Collection 
May 2- JFK 
June 6- Wheeler-Dealer Night 
The very generous Northwoods 

Stamp and Coin Club (Rhinelander) 
recently contributed $500 to the 
Nicolet College Foundation in support 
of two scholarships . It also donated 
$150 to the Oneida County Commis
sion on Ageing in appreciation for the 
club's use of the Senior Center for 
their meetings. 

NSCS's new auction rules ensure 
that all members may enter as many 
lots as desired. Bidders view the lots 
prior to the auction and indicate an 
opening bid on accompanying lot 
s~eets. Only those lots with opening 
bids are called by the auctioneer. 

Happy golden anniversary, Wiscon
sin P?stal History Society. The group 
held its 50th annual meeting while at 
WISCOPEX, on April 23, 1995 . ■ 

Buying for 
Cash 

Stamp Collections, Accumulations, 
Plate Blocks, Duck Hunting Licenses, 
Old Stocks, Bonds, Old Envelopes, 

First Day Covers, Post Cards 

Upcoming shows I'll be at -
SUPEX '95, Nov. 24-15, Countryside

LaGrange, IL 
GLENPEX '96, Feb. 23-25, Hillside, IL 
STAMPFEST '96, Mar. 2-3, West Allis, WI 

BELL STAMP CO. 
108 W. Penn St., What Cheer, IA 50268 

(515) 634-2162 



Bv MaryAnn Bowman 
Waukesha G,ounty Philatelic Society 

Windmills 
A windmill whispered my name from 
the pages of a stamp catalog. It was the 
summer of 1974 and I was paging 
through a Scott catalog making my own 
checklist for a bird topical I was hop
ing to pursue, as well as jotting down 
catalog numbers of other stamp items 
that struck my fancy. It was not too 

· long before I realized that I had started 
to compile a listing of windmills. 

As luck would have it, that very 
same summer I learned that a new 
American Topical Association study 
unit was being formed for the purpose 
of studying philatelic molinology. I am 
a charter member of the Windmill 
Study Unit. Over the years I have 
watched it grow and become a vital 
organization for the windmill special
ist. It has developed into an interna
tional organization, and I am pleased to 
have had the privilege to meet some of 
its members. 

The picturesque Dutch windmill is 
the type that most frequently comes to 
mind whenever the word "windmill" is 
mentioned. However;, water mills, toy 
pinwheels, and wind 'generators are 
also collected by molinologists. 

On February 7, 1980, the United 
States issued five booklet stamps 

Jacka JIii m1111 ~==-ll',l 
Ct1ylon SUHH 
TNrd ,n a aerioa 
olmillt 
Ulu11ra1ed by 
Jeremy Sancha 
Printed by 
Harrison& 
Sons Limited 

depicting windmills. These stamps 
helped to draw attention to the wind
mill in America and its place in helping 
to shape the history of the West in the 
United States. The farm-type windmills 
appear in the background of other 
United States stamps. 

At one time, there were more than 
100 American firms making windmills. 
Cover collectors enjoy searching for 
advertising covers from these firms and 
are particularly delighted when they 
find a comer card that depicts the 
windmill. 

Windmill cancels are not easy to 
find but add a special touch to the 
collection. European cancels tend to 
show the Dutch-type windmill while 
the American cancels favor the farm
type windmill. 

Brazil - pinwheel 

Aden - pumping 
salt water from the 

sea 

Threeat22p 
Two at 17p 

British booklet pane 

Spanish charity label 

German Democratic Republic 

One of the favorite items in my 
collection is a windmill perfin. I joined 
the Perfins Society just so I would be 
able to obtain a copy (through their 
auctions) for my collection. 

Collecting windmill post cards is a 
sideline to my collection. I was sur
prised to find so many varieties pro
duced for so many different occasions. 
This has become a collection in itself! 

I have learned a lot about windmills , 
their history, the various types, the 
meanings in the positions of the sails, 
etc. I have gained an appreciation for 
the part windmills have played in 
technology as well as in the develop
ment of our country. Today, wind 
generators and turbines have continued 
to find supporters from environmental
ists and philatelists. 

If collecting windmills interests you, 
I would be glad to send you informa
tion about the Windmill Study Unit. 
Write to me at: P.O. Box 1451, 
Waukesha, WI 53187. ■ 
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By John Spangler. Green Bay Philatelic Society 

The Philatelic 
Weekly Newipa peri 

John Spangler teaches physics at St. 
Norbert College, in DePere, WI. He 
has collected stamps since 1944. His 
interests include United States stamps 
and postal stationery plus 20th century 
Chile, Canada, Newfoundland, and 
New 7,ealand, all postally used. He has 
topical collections of physicists and 
mathematicians on stamps and maps 
and globes on stamps. 

John is a member of the American 
Philatelic Society, Bureau Issues 
Association, United Postal Stationery 
Society, and British North American 
Philatelic Society. He additionally 
serves as editor of the Green Bay 
Philatelic Society Newsletter, where 
portions of this article have appeared. 

I am a great subscriber. Perhaps that 
comes from being an academic. I 
receive more philatelic papers, 
magazines, newsletters, etc., than I 
am able to read, but I can't bring 
myself to stop any of them. 

There are four major weekly 
philatelic newspapers: 

• Mekeel 's Weekly Stamp News 
& Market Report 

• Linn 's Stamp News 

• Stamp Collector 

• Stamps 

I subscribe to the first three. In this 
article I shall describe some of my 
impressions from reading philatelic 
weeklies for a good many years. I do 
not subscribe to Stamps, but for this 
article I had six issues from late 
July 1995 to early September 
1995 to review. 

Overview 

The weekly philatelic newspapers 
are valuable for the current advertise
ments from dealers and publishers and 
are essential if one has any interest in 
modern United States issues . There is 
no other way to keep up with the 
volume and complexity of current 
emissions from the U.S . Postal 
Service. 

Financial reality means the phila
telic papers cannot maintain a staff of 
reporters. Although we may wish for 
serious investigative journalism about 
the policies and actions of the U.S. 
Postal Service and its contractors, we 
cannot expect to see it. (Let me em
phatically note that such reporting 
would not necessarily be negative.) 

Most of the words printed about 
new issues from all countries stem 
directly from press releases by the 
issuing entity . This is fine for informa
tion about the source of the design, the 
history of the subject being honored, 
and the instructions for ordering first
day covers . It is inadequate and often 

. misleading if you are interested in the 
details of stamp manufacturing pro
cesses and minor varieties. The mar
keting and publicity people employed 
by postal administrations (especially 
the United States) give no evidence of 
having more than rudimentary phila
telic knowledge. Also, we seldom see 
reports on the political motivations and 
machinations that are associated with 
many issues. 

Besides United States issues, the 
weeklies generally have good coverage 
of the new issues of Canada, Great 
Britain, and United Nations; good to 
mediocre coverage of the new issues of 

parts of Western Europe (Eire, 
Germany, Scandinavia) , Australia 
and New Zealand; and very spotty 
coverage of the rest of the world. A 
similar statement applies to country
oriented (~s opposed to topical) 
feature articles. I collect Chile, and 
for various reasons I maintain clip
ping files on Argentina, Hungary and 
the Philippines. It is very seldom that 
I add anything to these files from the 
weeklies . 

The weeklies have regular features 
on various aspects of stamp collecting 
and miscellaneous interesting articles 
on topicals, postal history, stamp 
shows and exhibitions, etc. Linn's 
and Starn.p Collector have frequently 
approached the limits of propriety by 
publishing articles or regular features 
whose authors have a commercial 
interest in the topic being discussed. 
(\very reader of Linn's should be 
aware that it is owned by the same 
company that publishes the Scott 
catalogs.) This isn't necessarily bad. 
I want information about areas in 
which I am interested from people 
who have the greatest knowledge. I 
do, however, think the commercial 
interests of authors should be stated 
up front in bold print. 

I shall now make some comments 
about the individual weeklies. 

Mekeel's 

The masthead for the issue of 
Mekeel's Weekly Stamp News & 
Market Report I have in front of me 
says Whole No. 5,463 . At one issue 

· per week and 52 weeks per year, this 
makes the paper over 100 years old . 

I have subscribed to Mekeel's for 
12 or 15 years. It almost died a few 
years ago, but was purchased and 
revitalized by John F. Dunn, who 
serves as editor. This is the smallest 
of the papers, usually 12 pages a 
week. This means it has the fewest 
advertisers and features . Since Dunn 
took over, though, the quality of the 
articles has been very good. 

I like Mekeel's because it is man
ageable; I can read the whole thing at 
one sitting and I, therefore, don't put 
it off and let issues accumulate. (I am 
working through unread issues of 



Linn's going back to 1993.) Me.keel's 
has complete information on current 
United States issues that is reliable 
(not always true for the competition). 
I look forward to Dunn's well
reasoned and upbeat editorials, 
though I don't always agree with 
him. . 

The most useful regular feature is 
"Mekeel's Reference Manual," a 
quarter to a half page of significant 
facts about past United States issues, 
from classics to fairly recent 
commemoratives. There seems to be 
no particular order in the stamps that 
are featured. 

Mekeel's subscription rates (U.S. 
addresses) are $22.50' for one year, 
$30 for two years. Address: 

· Mekeel's, Box 5050, White Plains, 
NY 10602. Phone: 1-800-635-3351. 

Linn,s Stamp News 

Linn's Stamp News bills itself as 
the "World's Largest Weekly Stamp 
News and Marketplace." Most recent 
issues have had 80 pages, including 
17 pages of classified ads. For the 
October 2, 1995, edition, Linn's lists 
a paid circulation of 67,525. Accord
ing to 1994 circulation figures, this is 
about about four times that of Linn's 
closest rival. (All the philatelic 
weeklies have been losing paid 
circulation.) 

As the largest stamp weekly, 
Linn's has more display ads, more 
classified ads, and more features than 
their competitors . To me, the large 
amount of advertising is what makes 
it desirable, perhaps essential, to 
subscribe to Linn's. If you don't see 
it advertised in Linn 's and you get no 
response from a "Wanted to Buy" ad 
in Linn's, it probably doesn't exist in 
the stamp market. 

I subscribed to Linn's in the 
1960's, but I let my subscription 
lapse because I thought the editor 
was too often shrill and excitable. I 
started taking Linn's again several 
years ago. There have been a number 
of changes of ownership and editors 
in the meantime, but it is my impres
sion that Linn's is still the most likely 
of the stamp weeklies to hype print
ing freaks as major errors and to get 

facts wrong. When Linn's reported the 
perforation variety of the Hank Will
iams stamp (Scott #2723a), they simply 
had the perforations wrong. I am not 
sure they ever published a correction. 

Linn's has a large number of fea
tures that appear regularly (not neces
sarily every issue) written by authors 
that range from competent to outstand
ing. Besides new issues news, I regu
·larly clip and file features on postal 
history, plate number coils, revenues, 
forgeries, and meters. I additionally 
clip the "U.S. Notes" column, by John 
Hotchner, and the "Trends of Stamp 
Values. " There is also a full page each 
week written by Steven Rod on the 
basics of stamp collecting and a "Col
lectors' Forum," where readers can 
ask or answer questions on all sorts of 
philatelic and related oddities. 

Linn 's subscription rates (U.S. 
addresses) are $39 for one year, $69 
for two years. Address: Linn's Stamp 
News, 911 Vandemark Rd., P.O. Box 
29, Sidney, OH 45365. Subscriptions 
can be ordered by phone at 1-800-448-
7293. 

Stamp Collector 

I have been a continuous subscriber 
to Stamp Collector since I was in high 
school (that's more than 40 years). At 
that time, it came out twice a week, 
and I still find it hard not to refer to it 
as Western Stamp Collector. Its arrival 
every week is like a visit from and old 
and valued friend. It may just be 
nostalgia, but I think that Wm. W. 
Wylie was the best editor of a phila
telic periodical that I have encountered. 

The most recent issues of Stamp 
Collector have 24 pages, including 
about nine pages of classified ads. 
Stamp Collector recently went to a 
smaller page height, about 13.5 inches. 
Compare this to 13.5 inches for 
Stamps, 15 inches for Linn's, and 17 
inches for Mekeel's. The new page 
height was editorialized as a modern
ization, but it has the appearance of 
simply a cost-cutting move. 

Stamp Collector seems to be under
going an evolution in articles and 
features . I think I see a trend to more 
articles on topicals, current philatelic 
happenings, and new issue announce-

ments, and fewer items on "serious" 
collecting. Stamp Collector seems to 
have more on the subject of comput
ers and philately than the others. 

Two features that appear every 
week and that I regularly save are 
"Brookman Stamp Prices," a serial
ization of the Brookman Price Guide, 
published by Brookman Stamp Co. ; 
and Kenneth A. Wood's "This is 
Philately," a page-by-page serializa
tion of the encyclopedia of the same 
name. The complete encyclopedia is 
available from Stamp Collector in 
three 7-inch by 10-inch hardcover 
volumes for $59. 95. The writing is 
excellent, and it is probably worth 
that cost, but something about clip
ping dut a page each week appeals to 
my frugality . The page in front of me 
is number 709 (I think I have them 
all), and the series has reached the 
letter "S" in the alphabet. 

Stamp Collector has an unfortu
nate tendency to chop news articles 
into bits that make them hard to clip 
and file . Linn's is a little better. They 
both do better with feature articles. 

The delivery of Stamp Collector is 
the most erratic of the weeklies to 
which I subscribe. Perhaps it is hard 
for information to pass over the 
Rockies. 

Stamp Collector's subscription 
rates (U.S. addresses) are $19.95 for 
six months, $34.88.for one year, 
$59.76 for two years. Address: 
Stamp Collector, P.O. Box.10, 
Albany, OR 97321. 

Stamps 

I remember looking at Stamps 
from time to time decades ago when 
it was in a magazine rather than a 
newspaper format. I had not, how
ever, read it recently until I began 
preparing to write this article. The 
issues I read were 24 to 30 pages 
including about six pages of classified 
ads. The change in going from Linn's 
to Stamps is like shifting from a big 
city daily to a weekly county newspa
per. Although there was a full-page 
"1995 U.S. Stamps & Stationery" list 
in each issue, it didn't seem that the 

(continued on p. 8) 
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Philatelic Weeklies 
( continued from p. 7) 

future of the republic depends on the 

stamp issues of the Postal Service. 

United States new issue articles were at 

a minimum. 

The editorials were cracker-barrel 

homilies about philatelic themes. New 

issues articles covered Guyana, 

Namibia, Russia, Marshall Islands, 

Ghana, Gambia, and Netherlands 

Antilles, among other unlikely places. I 

think the choices relate to topicals that 

caught the editor's fancy . 

Most issues of Stamps had several 

articles on topicals, a reprint of an 

article (often postal history) from a 

decades-past edition of the publication, 

an article of reminiscences by Herman 

Herst (interesting, but Herst hasn't 

been known to let facts get in the way 

of a good story), and an article by 

noted dealer Jacques Schiff, Jr., titled 

"The Error Scene," but dealing with 

all sorts of things about stamp dealers 

and stamp values (interesting and 

useful). For the issues I saw, Stamps 

seemed to have more news about 

shows and exhibitions than the others. 

Stamps ' subscription rates (U.S. 

addresses) are $30 for 60 issues, $55 

for 112 issues. Address: Stamps, 85 

Canisteo St. , Hornell, NY 14843. 

Conclusions 

The best edited philatelic weekly is 

Mekeel 's. I hope that John Dunn is able 

to make it go. 

If I had to subscribe to only.one of 

the weeklies, that one would be Stamp 

Collector, but I am biased because I 

have subscribed to that publication for 

so long. I suspect that most collectors 

would choose Linn 's Stamp News . ■ 
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Patronize our 
Across the Fence 
Post advertisers! 

By Gregg Greenwald. 2401 Bluebird Ct., Marshfield, WI 54449-38128 
Mbr .. Central Wisconsin Stamp Club 

U.S. Varieties Clearinghouse 
Multiple printers 
and multiple press 
runs have produced 
many varieties of 
the non-denomi
nated Eagle and 
Shield bulk-rate 

coil design. Scott has recently renum

bered these stamps, so let's break them 

down by printer and then by any variet

ies that you might want to look for. 

Scott #2602 - (10¢) American Bank 

Note Co., with text "Bulk Rate 

USA" 

Two distinct paper types: 

(1) Dead under longwave ultravio

let light and the red ink in the 

shield reacts to shortwave 
ultraviolet light. Plate numbers 

are below A 77777 . 

(2) Reacts to longwave ultraviolet 

light but is dead under short 

wave ultraviolet light. 

a. iinperforate 

Scott #2603 - (10¢) Bureau of En

graving and Printing, with text 

"USA Bulk Rate, " wing color is 
orange-yellow 

Two gum types: 

(1) high-gloss 
(a) untagged variety 

(b) lightly phosphored paper 
(2) low-gloss 

a. imperforate 

Scott #2604 - (10¢) Stamp Venturers, 

with text "USA Bulk Rate, " wing 

color is dull olive-gold 

Two distinct printings: 

Differentiated by comparing the 

color in the eagle's wings. The lat

ter printing, from plate S22222, has 

counting numbers printed on the 

back at ten-stamp intervals. 

Please direct comments/questions to 
me at the address shown above. If a 

response is requested, please include a 

SASE. ■ 

Bring .this ad to shows and receive 
10°/o off your purchases from us. 

(Not valid for postage or with other discounts.) 

A& S Weisz 
Stamps, Coins & Collectibles 

4562 North Austin 
Chicago, IL 60630 

Mon-Sat 10:00am-6:00pm 
(312) 54~290 

Stewart A. We.uz 

Look for us at -

CHICAGOPEX '95, Nov. 17-19, Rosemont, IL · 

SUPEX '95, Nov. 24-15, Countryside-LaGrange, IL 
UWMPSEX '95, Dec. 9-10, Milwaukee, WI 

HOLIDAY GLENEXPO, Dec. 29-30, Hillside, IL 



Having stamp fun with new 
issues - Part Vill 

Learning "auto" be fun! When the 
Antique Automobile stamps come off 
the postal assembly line on November 
3, 1995, stamp club leaders will have 
an opportu~ty to provide meaningful 
educational and philatelic experiences 
to their members. 

Surprisingly, the American automo
bile appears on very few United States 
stamps. The first United States stamp 
to feature an automobile was an elec
tric car shown on the 4¢ value of the 
set marking the Pan American Exposi
tion. 

In 1952, to celebrate 
the 50th anniversary of 
the American Automobile 
Association, a stamp was 
issued that depicted a 
family car. You may 
want to have your youth 
speculate as to why the car was not 
identified as a particular model . (The 
stamp shows a composite because the 
Post Office Department did not want to 
offend one maker by showing his 
competitor's model.) 

There are other United States 
stamps that depict cars and/or are 
related to the automobile industry. 
Some that come to mind are the 
Wheels of Freedom issue of 1960, the 

By Steve Langkau 
Oshkosh Philatelic Society 

On Wisconsin 
In 1998, the Badger State celebrates its 
150th anniversary of statehood. As a 
prelude to the occasion, this column 
regularly features a stamp, or other 
postal item, and story pertaining to the 
state of Wisconsin. 

The Milwaukee and Mississippi Rail
road, which ·was the first railroad in 
Wisconsin, was established in 1851 

By WFSC VP Youth Division Ma,yAnn Bowman 

Joining with Juniors 
12¢ definitive from the Prominent 
Americans series depicting Henry Ford 
and the Model T Ford, the Traffic 
Safety issue of 1965, and the Classic 
Automobiles booklet stamps released in 
1988. There have also been some 
Transportation series coil stamps 
issued that would fit into an automobile 
topic. Discuss how and why each 
would fit into a collection of automo
bile stamps. 

Purchase a small mixture of auto
mobile stamps. Collect books, articles, 

and reference materials about cars . Use 
these as discussion starters. What were 
some of the problems of early cars? 
Today, there are still problems with 
automobiles. What are they? 

Prepare an alphabetical chart. Using 
the stamp mixture, try to find a model 
of a car that begins with each letter of 
the alphabet. If the youth can't think of 
a real name or find a representation in 

U.S. Scott #2226 

from Milwaukee to 
Waukesha. In 
1854, it reached 
Madison and three 
years later it ex
tended through 
Boscobel to Prairie 
du Chein. As it was 

first designed, it would have left 
Boscobel nameless and undisturbed to 
fight out its destiny alone. But the 
guiding spirits of the enterprise saw fit 
to change plans and Boscobel ' s future 

was assured. ■ 

the stamp mixture, have the child make 
up a name. 

Using the made-up car names, have 
members design stamps depicting 
futuristic cars. To add a unique twist to 
this project, obtain Crayola's Jumping 
Colors markers. This new product 
combines the use of markers and 3-D 
optical effect glasses with clear prism 
lenses to make the drawmgs jump off 
the pages. For the best results, follow 
package directions specifying how to 
effectively use the colored markers. 

From the automobile mixture, have 
each child select five to 10 different 
car designs. Use the information on the 
stamps (and possibly stamp catalogs) to 
arrange the stamps in order by date of 
the car. Discuss how cars have 
changed over the years . 

Need hinging practice? Prepare an 
S-shaped road on typing paper. Divide 
the road into six sections. Challenge 
your youth to find six different stamps 
portraying the various transportation 
types that might use a road (car, bus, 
truck, motorcycle, bicycle, jeep, 
buggy, fire engine, etc.) . Hinge them 
into place along the road. If using a 
general mixture, stamp_s depicting 
trees, flowers, houses, etc., might be 
hinged alongside the road. 

Get the show on the road! Try one 
of these activities with your group. ■ 

MARSHALL IS., MICRONESIA, 

PALAU, DISNEY 

CWS, HARRIS, MINKUS, 
SCOTT, & MORE 

RFW STAMPS & SUPPLIES 

NEW ISSUE SERVICE 
STAMP COLLECTING SUPPLIES 

DICK WESTERLING 
612/545-6655 

OFFICE HOURS BY APPOINTMENT 

765 WINDEMERE DRIVE 

PLYMOUTH, MN. 55441-5653 



Show Calendar and Registry 
List your show, bourse, auction or event 

~ FREE for WFSC member-club shows - classified rates for 
non-members and all other events 

1995 

Nov. 11 - 12 
FALL COIN & STAMP SHOW 
Kettle Moraine Coin and Stamp Club 

Paradise Mall 
1400 So. Main St., West Bend 

(Contact: Bill Yankus, P.O. Box 251, 
West Bend, WI 53095-0251) 

Dec. 9-1 O 
UWMPSEX '95 

23rd Annual Stamp & Coin Exhibition 
and Bourse, Philatelic Society at 

Univerisity of Wisconsin Milwaukee 
UWM Student Union - Ballroom 

2200 E. Kenwood Blvd., Milwaukee 
(Contact: Thomas A. Weber, c/o Expo 

Mgmt. Consultants, P.O. Box 407, 
Okauchee, WI 53069 -

phone (414) 353-4841) (11195) 

APS,PTS,ARA 

Feb. 11, 1996 
CENWISPEX '96 

Central Wisconsin Stamp Club 
Elk's Club, 1132 Clark St. 

Stevens Point 
(Contact: CENWISPEX '96, Box 1122, 

Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495) 

Feb. 17 - 18, 1996 
STAMP SHOW '96 

Kenosha Stamp and Cover Club 
St. Mark's Auditorium 

7202 Sheridan Rd., Kenosha 
(Contact: Dennis Mueller, 7620 - 10th 

Ave., Kenosha, WI 53143) 

Mar. 30 - 31 , 1996 
OUTAPEX '96 

Outagamie Philatelic Society 
Columbus Club 

2531 N. Richmond St., Appleton 
(Contact: Al Marcus, P.O. Box 11, 

Appleton, WI 54912) 

DANIEL L. RHOADES 
NELLIE B. RHOADES 

THE REVENUE RHOADE 
MAIL ORDER & SHOWS ONLY 

UNITED STATES• REVENUES• BACK OF BOOK• MATCH & MEDICINE 
POSTAL STATIONERY• STATE TAX• TAX PAID• AUSTRIA• NETH. & COLS. 
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NORWAY• VATICAN• SHOW SS'S • CANADA REVS • CINDERELLAS 

MAY-DEC 414-764-3548 JAN-APRIL 601-733-5504 
P.O. Box 342 
South Milwaukee, WI 53172 

P.O. Box 561 
Mize, MS 39116 

We'll be at -

UWMPSEX '95, Dec. 9-10, Milwaukee 

Feb. 17, 1996 
37th ANNUAL EXHIBITION 

AND BOURSE 
Janesville Stamp Club, Craig Center, 

Fairgrounds, Janesville 
(Contact: Val Cook, 1604 So. Crosby, 

Janesville, WI 53546 -
phone (608) 754-6497) 

Mar. 16-17, 1996 
BAYPEX '96 

Green Bay Philatelic Society 
Downtowner Best Western Motel 

321 So. Washington St., Green Bay 
(Contact: Gordy Lindner, 1002 

Amberly Tr., Green Bay, WI 54311) 

May 4 - 5, 1996 
WISCOPEX '96 

hosted by Waukesha County Phil. Soc. 
Olympia Resort and Conference 

Center, Oconomowoc, WI (Contact: 
Robert J. Mather, S56-W29562 

Roanoke Dr., Waukesha, WI 53188) 

PLAINEX 
STAMPS 

(Carl & Phyllis) 
Handling-

• Germany & Colonies 
• Great Britian & Colonies 
• Japan 
• Switzerland 
• Most other major European countries 

See us at these Wisconsin shows: 
fall Coin & Stamp Show '95, Nov. 11 -12, West Bend 
Stamp Show '96, Feb. 17-18, Kenosha 
STAMPFEST '96, Mar. 2-3, West Allis 
OUTAPEX '96, Mar. 30-31, Appleton 
WISCOPEX '96, May 4-5, Oconomowoc 
TRI-PEX Stamp fair '96, June 22-23, West Allis 

P.O. Box #6 
Des Plaines, IL 60016 

(708) 827-3589 



By Robert J. Mather 
Waukesha County Philatelic Society 

Dealer Profile 

Dealer: 
Almajo Stamps 
Jerry Matczak and his wife 
Margarete (she would prefer to be 
called "Gretel") are the owners of 
Almajo Stamps in Weyerhauser, WI. 
Weyerhauser is a bustling village of 
285 people located 16 miles east of 
Rice Lake on Hwy. 8. 

Jerry was a collector as a youth, 
but is not any longer because he says 
the temptation to take stamps from 
the business and put them in a collec
tion is too great. He collected Ger
man Hitler stamps in the 1940s, 
which were easy to get in those days. 
Soldiers brought them home, and 
Jerry would assemble the stamps in 
sets for sale to others and, if neces
sary, to dealers . 

Jerry and Gretel have been mar
ried for 17 years and have one 
daughter, Stephanie, who is 16 years 
old. Gretel got their daughter started 
collecting stamps . She collects world
wide issues but has an animal collec
tion as her specialty . 

Because of working with 
Stephanie, Gretel gradually became 
enthused and eventually became a 
collector herself. Today, Gretel 
collects British Commonwealth 
common design issues , but does not 
collect stamps of all the Common
wealth countries. She also collects 
ships on stamps. Gretel exhibited her 
ship stamps at Wausau in 1994 and at 
WISCOPEX in 1995. The exhibit is 
titled "It's Fun to Collect Ships ." 

Jerry was raised and schooled in 
Waukesha and Milwaukee and later 
lived in Chicago. Gretel has had a 
taste of living in the big city as well ; 
her jobs took her around the country 
and she has lived in such places as 
Baltimore, MD. 

Both Jerry and Gretel have 
bounced around a bit. Jerry bought a 
farm in Rusk County when he was 
27 years old. He worked the farm for 
14 years . Later, he worked as a 
technician for 21st Genetics, an 
artificial insemination business, from 
which he retired after 15 years. 

Jerry is 64 years of age and Gretel 
is 56 . She is retired as well, though 
the stamp business takes up a lot of 
their time. The stamp store is on one 
side of an older building, their living 
quarters are on the other side, and a 
phone rings at both places. The 
business is open seven days a week 
from 10 a.m. to as late as 10 p.m. 

Jerry and Gretel conduct about six 
mail-bid sales a year with much of 
the material being consigned by 
dealers and other collectors. They 
are getting ready for their 55th sale 
and these sales have from 1200 to 
1800 lots each. Catalogs are sent 
worldwide. •Their mail sales evolved 
because of a dirth of collectors in the 
area. United States and Canadian 
stamps comprise the majority of their 
store stock, with some red boxes of 
worldwide and United States first
day covers. 

Society memberships include the 
Wisconsin Valley Philatelic Society, 
the Chippewa Valley Philatelic 
Society, American Philatelic Society, 
Bureau Issues Association, Germany 
Philatelic Society, American Topical 
Association, and the American Air 
Mail Society. Additionally , Jerry is a 
member of the Knights of Columbus. 
Gretel is secretary-treasurer of the 
Homemaker's Club, and both are 

quite active in church affairs , such as 
teaching religious education. They also 
sing with the Ladysmith Community 
Singers . 

Jerry used to pay some attention to 
sports , but when ball players started 
getting millions of dollars while teach
ers have to fight for a professional 
w~ge, he felt that something was wrong 
with our values and he lost interest. 

Jerry says that they have never 
really encountered any surprises in 
their stamp dealings, although some 
consignments have been interesting. He 
notes that the hobby is a great way to 
unwind. He believes that keeping the 
mind healthy is the key to keeping the 
body healthy. Stamp collecting and 
singing go a long way toward accom
plishing this goal. Jerry also says that 
stamp collecting is a great way to have 
fun, although maybe not a great way to 
make money . 

Jerry and Gretel are starting to 
attend stamp shows as dealers and 
WaUSApex '95 marked their debut 
with a dealer booth. They have been 
very supportive of the Wisconsin 
Federation of Stamp Clubs and have an 
ad in each issue of Across the Fence 
Post. We suggest that you take a seri
ous look at this ad. We appreciate the 
support of Almajo Stamps and send our 
best wishes to both Jerry and Gretel. ■ 

FREE MAIL-BID 
SAT.E 

CATALOG 
1000 LOTS EVERY 4-6 

WEEKS, US & WORLD WIDE 

ALMAJO STAMPS 
P.O. BOX 45 

WEYERHAEUSER. WI 
54895-0045 

Member: APS, ATA, BIA, GPS, 
WVPS, ETC. 

Store: 222 4th St. Phone: 71 5-353-2919 

We Buy Collect ions 
and Accumulation s/ 
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By Paul C. Thoman 
Oshkosh Philatelic Society 

Evolution of 
the Football 
The football has changed over the last 
125 years. It started as a spheroid and 
now it is a prolated spheroid. At one 
time the ball could be advanced by 
batting it with your first, by kicking it 
as in soccer or by dribbling it as in 
basketball. The ball was leather-cov
ered with a rubber bladder inside. It 
had a stem for inflating the bladder, 
which was tucked in the laces. 
Often the game had to be stopped 
and the ball inflated before the 
game could continue. 

It changed very little until the first 
forward pass was thrown by Wesleyan 
in a game against Yale in 1906. Yale 
won the game. At that time, there was 
a movement by the coaches, the play
ers, and the spectators to make the 
sport less violent. 

• 
. 

. 
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Edward B. Cochems, an outstanding 
coach of this period, studied the pro
portion of the football and discovered 
some interesting things about it. The 
football was designed to fit the instep 
of the shoe for kicking and it fit into 
the pit of the arm for carrying. Upon 
further observation, he found that by 
putting his fingers on the laces, he 
could twist his wrist causing the ball to 
spiral. This made for more accurate 
throwing. 

The "blimp," as it was called, 
measured 22 ¼ to 23 inches around the 
middle. In 1931, it was slimmed by 

another half inch. Then again in 1934, 
another inch was taken off the middle. 

Today, the football's length is 11 to 
11 ¼ inches. The long circumference is 
28 to 28½ inches and the short circum
ference is 21 ¼ to 21 ½ inches. It 
weighs 14 to 15 ounces. It is inflated to 
12½ to 13½ pounds per square inch. ■ 

[Editor's note: Paul Thoman is an avid 
first-day cover collector. He produces 
many of his own cachets and always 
stuffs his covers with an article related 
to the stamp subject. The cover shown 
above is one of Paul's creations.] 

Auction · Consignments Wanted 
•U.S. & World Wide Collections 
•Singles, Plate Blocks, Sheets 

1995 Aitction & Show Scheditle 
November 17 - 19, Ghicagopex '95 Rosemont Expo Center • Chicago, IL 
November 17 - 18, Official Chicagopex Auction, Richard E. Drews 
November 24 -25, Supex, Operating Engineer Hall • LaGrange, IL 
December 2 - 3 University of Wisconsin • Milwaukee, WI 
December 9 -10, Magna • Chicago, IL 

•Mint and Used 
•Accumulations 
~---------------------------------, :Please send me an Auction Catalog• 
I :Name: ____________ _ 
I 
lAddress: ___________ _ 
I 
lCity: _____________ _ 
I 
:State: _____ Zip:. ______ _ 
I 
•Telephone: L----------~---------~------------~-~-~-~-~-~-~--~-~-=-

7139 West Higgins Road 
Chicago, IL 6o656-1972 
1-800-919-BIDS (2437) 
(312) 775-2100 •FAX (312) 792-9116 
Store Hours: Monday - Saturday 9am - 6pm 
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