
NEWSLETTER OF THE WISCONSIN FEDERATION OF STAMP CLUBS 

By WFSC Pres. Allan C. Marcus 

Collecting FDCs / WFSC Cover 
Exchange Program 
One of the hottest areas 
of philately is first-day 
covers . Every year they 
seem to become more 
and more popular. 

For covers in 
general , some collectors 
are interested in the 
different cachet art
work ; others focus on 
the postmarks . Sti 11, 
others look at the history associated with covers 
of a certain era. Any one of these areas can be 
extremely fascinating. Furthermore, a stroll 
through exhibits at a stamp show can be very 
enlightening when it comes to the myriad of 
subject matter represented on covers . 

Covers showing a stamp's use on the day it 
was issued have been sought after since May 6, 
1840 . This is the day the Penny Black, the 
world's first adhesive postage stamp, was 
issued in Great Britain. The first two United 

States stamps were both issued on July I, 1847. 
To date, no FDCs for these stamps have been 
found. The Scott catalog does, however, list 
their earliest-known use : July 7, 1847, for 
Scott I; and July 2, 1847, for Scott 2. 

First-day cover collecting really took off 
in late-1922, when the U.S. Post Office 
Department adopted a policy to issue new 
stamps on specific dates and at places appro
priate to their subjects. 

The "First Day of Issue" slogan was first 
used July 13 , 1937, for the 3¢ Ordinance of 
1787 stamp issued at Marietta, OH; New York, 
NY; and Washington, D.C. 

The WFSC supports first-day and event 
cover collecting by sponsoring an annual 
nationwide cover exchange program that is 
open to stamp clubs, philatelic organizations 
and individuals . Participants submit a minimum 
of 10 alike covers; the WFSC returns eight 
different covers from around the country. 

Although the deadline for submitting covers 
for this year's program has passed, we'll begin 
the 2003 exchange process again next fall . If 
interested, you might start taking inventory of 
your cover stock so you're prepared when the 
program announcement appears in the Septem
ber 2003 ATFP. ■ 

WFSC District 
Representative's Award 

Want to recognize your club 's spark plug? 
Contact your WFSC regional VP for details 
about the District Representative's Award. 
Names of all regional VPs are listed on 
p. 2. If needed, the WFSC Central Office 
can provide contact information. 

Club News 
WISCONSIN / WFSC-MEMBER 
EXHIBITORS AT MILCOPEX 
MILCOPEX '02, sponsored by the Milwaukee 
Philatelic Society, was held September 20-22 at 
State Fair Park in West Allis. Congratulations 
to the exhibitors listed below. All are Wiscon
sin residents except for Tim and Adam Wait, 
who live in Illinois and hold membership in the 
Rockford Stamp Club, one of our out-of-state 
WFSC member clubs. MILCOPEX is 
Wisconsin's only national-level show. 

Open Competition 

Gold - Cape of Good Hope - The Triangular 
Issue, by Mary Ann Bowman 
• Grand Award 
• APS Pre-1900 Medal of Excellence 

Gold - The Donkey in Man 's World, by Robert 
Mather 
• AT A Gold Medal 

Gold - Wolf. by Fred Ziemann 
Gold - Man Beneath the Sea, by Roland Essig 
Vermeil - Color Coded Facing Slips and Their 

Replacements the Pressure Sensitive Labels, 
by Frank Moertl 
• APS Post-1980 Medal of Excellence 
• AAPE Creativity in Philatelic Exhibiting 

Medal 
Vermeil - United States Civil War Documen

tary Tax of /862, by Tim Wait 
• U.S. Philatelic Classics Society Medal 
• ARA Best Revenue Exhibit Certificate 

Vermeil - Military & Civilian Censorship on 
Mails to &from Greenland During WWII, 
by Charles Shoemaker 

(continued on p. 3) 
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Nov. 10 & Dec. 8 
FOX CITIES AREA STAMP BOURSE 

Sunday IO a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Buchanan Town Hall, N 178 County Road 

N (on east side of road between Cty. 
Hwys. CE and KK), Darboy (Contact: 
Dave Carney, 920-687-5677) (12/02) 

March 8-9, 2003 
ROCKFORD '03 

Rockford Stamp Club 
forest Hills Lodge, 9500 forest Hills 

Rd ., Rockford, IL (Contact: Dwane 
Kaplenk, P.O. Box 2301, Rockford, IL 

61131 - 815-398-0813, 
rockaires@xta.com) 

Show Calendar and Registry 
List your show, bourse, auction or event 

~ FREE for WFSC member-club shows - classified rates for 
non-members and all other events 

Nov. 16 & Dec. 14 
STAMP AND COIN FAIR (bourse) 

Wisconsin Valley Philatelic Society 
Saturday IO a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Cedar Creek Outlet Mall, IO IO I Market 
Rd., Rothschild (Exit 185 Business 51 

Rothschild) (Contact: Jim Johnson, 
715-359-4326) (3/03) 

March 22, 2003 
BAYPEX '03 

Green Bay Philatelic Society 
Ramada Inn Green Bay, 2750 Ramada 

Way, Green Bay (Contact: Gordy Lindner, 
I 002 Amberly Tr., Green Bay, WI 54311 

- 920-465-6692) 

February 9, 2003 
CENWISPEX '03 

Central Wisconsin Stamp Club 
Knights of Columbus Hall, 3041 State 

Hwy. 13 North, Wisconsin Rapids 
(Contact: J.D. Manville, P.O. Box 845, 

Stevens Point, WI 54481 -
715-341-1111, jadeco@g2a.net) 

April 5, 2003 
DANEPEX '03 

Badger Stamp Club 
Madison Turners Hall, 300 I So. 

Stoughton Rd., Madison (Contact: john 
Pare, 7834 E. Oakbrook Cir., Madison, 

WI 53717 - 608-839-2988, 
msjpsp@chorus.net) 

April 26-27, 2003 
WISCOPEX '03 

hosted by Outagamie Philatelic Society 
fox Valley Lutheran High School, 5300 N. 
Meade St., Appleton (Contact: Al Marcus, 

P.O. Box 11, Appleton, WI 54912 -
920-725-0798, maryj@vbe.com) 

February 15, 2003 
44th Annual Exhibition and Bourse 

Janesville Stamp Club 
Craig Center, 4-H fairgrounds, Janesville 
(Contact: Valerie Cook, 1604 So. Crosby, 

Janesville, WI 53546 -
608-754-6497) 

April 12, 2003 
SHECOPEX '03 

Sheboygan Stamp Club 
Sheboygan Armory, 516 Broughton Dr., 
Sheboygan (Contact: Ed Rautman, P.O. 

Box 907, Sheboygan, WI 53082 -
920-452-0054) 

"David fought with the 
Philatelists, a race of people 
who lived in Biblical times." 

- from the Internet, 
author unknown 

0 
ACROSS THE FENCE POST is the official publication 

of the Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs, Inc . , a 

50l(c)(3) non-profit organization and life member of the 

APS since 1953. For WFSC membership information, contact 

the Central Office. 

ATFP is published monthly Sept.-Apr. ; bimonthly 

May-Aug. News of Wisconsin collectors, club news and gratis original 

articles related to philately are welcomed. The editor accepts submis

sions in any format, but reserves the right to make minor editing 

changes to conform with our style sheet. Material not carrying an 

individual copyright notice may be reproduced only by not-for-profit 

organizations, provided the author(s) and publication receive credit for 

any reprinted material. Unless explicitly stated by an officer in 

conjunction with official WFSC business, opinions expressed by individual 

authors are not necessarily endorsed by the WFSC. 

Submission deadlines are for the month preceding month of 

publication as follows: advertising-1st of the month; editorial 

matter-5th of the month. Send editorial matter, stamp show calen

dar and cover listings, and ads to: Karen Weigt, Editor, ATFP, 4184 

Rose Ct. , Middleton, WI 53562 - phone 608-836-1509, 

karenweigt@cs.com. Send ads to: Dwane Kaplenk, Advenising Man

ager, ATFP, P.O. Box 2301, Rockford , IL 61131 - phone 815-398-

0813 , rockaires@xta.com. For a complete list of advertising rates and 

policies (display, classified and listings), see the July-August 2000 

issue of ATFP, or request a copy from the advertising manager. 



By WFSC Secy. Karen Weigt 
4184 Rose Ct., Middleton, WI 53562 

The Lake County Philatelic Society (Gurnee, 
IL) recently took advantage of the American 
Philatelic Society's offer to furnish its chapters 
with mailing labels of APS members in speci
fied geographical areas. The labels revealed 
there are 154 APS members who reside within 
a reasonable distance of where LCPS meetings 
are held, and a special invitation went out to all 
to attend the club's October meeting . 

The LCPS was also one of two WFSC 
clubs that reported use of "The Magic of Stamp 
Collecting" mini-exhibit pages distributed with 
the September ATFP. Throughout October 
National Stamp Collecting Month, the LCPS 
displayed the exhibit at the Grayslake Public 
Library . The Kenosha Stamp and Cover Club 
displayed it at their downtown post office. 

The Waukesha County Philatelic Society 
assembled a 16-page exhibit that did double 
duty . It went to the Waukesha Post Office for 
the month of October. It then moved to the 
Brookfield Post Office for November. 

Getting back to the Kenosha club, its 
October meeting featured their annual auction 

From Waukesha Countv Philatelic Society 

VIDEO PROGRAM REVIEW 
Title: Ba.l'ic:s of Stamp Exhibiting 
Source and format: American Philatelic 

Research Library (APS) - Slides 
Reviewer description: This program 
introduces the basic concepts of stamp 
exhibiting and illustrates , by example, 
many useful and important techniques . The 
author takes the viewer from step one to 
the final phase in a clear and easy-to
understand manner. 

Ratings - I to IO ( JO = exce/le/11) 
and comments 

• Visual quality - IO (The slides had a 
very bright color.) 

• Quality of' material s shown - 5 
(Materials were quite inexpensive but they 
did do an excellent job of telling the story.) 

STAMP SHOWS 
Gonzago Hall • 92'"1 & Greenfield • Milwaukee 

Exit 1-894 & Greenfield or 1-94 & 84'" Srreet 

January 
May 
August 
December 

2002 2()()3 
26-27 25-26 

4-5 3-4 
3-4 2-3 

14 only 6-7 

Info: Terry Kurzinski 815-332-5599 • stampdlrl@aol.com 

and cheese-tasting party. The combined activity 
is a long-standing KSCC tradition. 

Those who attended the September meeting 
of the Northwoods Stamp and Coin Club 
(Rhinelander) enjoyed a fellow member's 
presentation on state and federal duck stamps. 

In September, the Germany Philatelic 
Society, Chapter 18 Heinrich von Stephan 
(Milwaukee) held its annual stamp buck 
auction. The activity provided members with an 
opportunity pay for lots won with stamp bucks 
earned throughout the year. Bucks are based on 
a point system for various services to the club. 

Ebay and the Internet was the program topic 
of the Badger Stamp Club's (Madison) 
October meeting. A veteran eBay bidder noted 
that those U.S. 3¢ stamps of the 1950s are 
finally selling for over face value. 

Results of the Central Wisconsin Stamp 
Club (Stevens Point and Wisconsin Rapids) 
latest officer elections were: Pres. Tom 
Sanford, Stevens Point VP Richard Long , 
Wisconsin Rapids VP Gregg Greenwald, Secy . 
Larry Glenzer, and Treas. Pat Brookman. ■ 

• Topic coverage - 8 (Exhibiting is 
changing so fast that it is not as current as 
might be desired.) 

• Clarity of presentation - IO (The 
program held everyone's interest very well 
and a discussion after the showing appears to 

have persuaded several members to give 
exhibiting a try.) 

Other comments: Our club has several 
experienced exhibitors and their comments 
in conjunction with this slide show resulted 
in a very interesting program. Many WCPS 
members are involved with Milwaukee-area 
clubs that create one-frame displays made up 
of one-page exhibits. The slide show was 
helpful in persuading other WCPS members 
to give it a try. In fact, because of the slide 
show, the program for our next meeting was 

for each member to do a one-page exhibit. 

Space for your reduced 
business card ad here 

Just send your card - we'll handle the 
reduction details (2 114'' x 1114") 

$2.50 per insertion (commercial) 
$2.00 per insertion (WFSC club discount rate) 

' Club News (cont'd. from p. 1) 

Silver - Advertising Covers Representing 
Milwaukee Manufacturing and Commerce, 
by James Meverden 

Silver - U.S. Inland & Coastal Waterway 
Markings, by Frank Jenich 

Silver Bronze - Carroll County, Iowa Postal 
History, by Robert Henak 

Bronze - The World of Lepidoptera on Stamps, 
by Raymond Sullivan 

Single-Frame Competition 
Platinum - Greenland: The American Issue, by 

Charles Shoemaker 
• APS 1940- I 980 Medal of Excellence 

Silver-Bronze - Prelude to Sputnik, by Jack 
Green 

Bronze - The Wonderjul World of Golf Meter 
Sta>nps, by Patricia· Loehr 

Bronze - British War Tax Stamp.I' and Covers 
from WWI, by Gary Zink 

Youth 
Gold - Puma Conca/or, by Sara Henak 

• ATA Youth Award 
• JPA Blue Ribbon and Certificate 

Vermeil - On Wisconsin!, by Danielle Henak 
• AAPE Award of Honor 
• JPA Blue Ribbon and Certificate 

Silver - Fakes and Counte,feits of Confederacy 
Stamps, by Eric Zink 

Silver - Some of the 19th Centu,y Victorian 
Great Britain Stamps, by Elliot Zink 

Silver - Down the Road We Go, by Jesse 
Robinson 

Silver-Bronze - A Timeline of Space Explora
tion, hy Adam Wait 

FALL SPECIAL 
Storage box and sleeves 
for covers or postcards 

1 box and 1000 sleeves 
$19.50 p.p. 

(state cover or postcard size) 

ROCK AIRES COLLECTABLES 
P.O. Box 2301, Rockford, IL 61131 

rockaires@xta.com 
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Bv Hank Schmidt. P.O. Box 3153. 
Oshkosh. WI 54903-3153 (e-mail 
artcov@vbe.com). Mbr .. Oshkosh 
Philatelic Society 

Have you tried bidding for first-day covers on 
the Internet? Although somewhat limited, most 
of my experiences with this resource have been 
positive . They've all occurred in the past two 
years and all with eBay. Through bidding on 
eBay . I have been able to make numerous 
additions to my FDC collection without any 
great cost or frustration. I also have found that 
FDC costs are often 10 percent to 50 percent 
lower than those of mail-bid auctions. 

While eBay has tried its best to ensure that 
all of its transactions are free of fraud, there 
still are risks involved . Sometimes errors in 
listing FDC lots occur because the sellers are 
not knowledgeable about the items they are 
offering . I've seen covers that are quite preva
lent on the market listed at exorbitant prices 
only because they are old. Then again, I've 
seen some very attractive items listed at 
extremely low prices . Thus, it pays for a bidder 
to be somewhat acquainted with FDC market 
trends . To get a sense of these trends, watch 
the items on eBay that peak your interest as 
they are bid up and then note the final bids . 
Another method of checking the market is to 
bid with the specialized FDC auction houses 
and then ask for a list of prices realized. These 
companies will often send the list , even if you 
are unsuccessful in winning any lots . 

Another caution to consider is that there 
are many computer-generated add-on cachets 
out there. These covers are sometimes over
priced and may be offered as timely applied 
cachets . On FDCs older than 30 years, one 
can detect computer-generated add-ons by the 
fact that their colors are multiple and brilliant 
but images often have rather fuzzy outer 
edges. Because of the expense, press-printed 
cachets of yesteryear se ldom have more than 
three colors . The exception , of course , is 
hand-colored cad1ets where multiple colors are 
not unusual. 

The cacheted postal card (Scott UX52) 

pictured here was easy to detect as an add-on. 
This is because the patrol boat modd in the 

cachet did not come into service with the Coast 
Guard until about I 998 . The postal card, 
however, was issued 33 years ago. There are a 
great number of non-cacheted first-day canceled 
postal cards avai lable fo r purchase by individu
als who are interested in adding computer
generated graphics. 

4 November 2002 

FIRST DAY OF ISSUE 
•I 

First Day ·L:,: . ; 
Cover y··· ·· ..... 

U.S. COAST GUAR 

This postal card issued 33 years ago bears an add-on cachet. The add-on clue is the patrol boat , a type 
that the Coast Guard didn 't use until about 1998. 

There is nothing wrong with collecting 
covers with add-on cachets as long as you 
remember that they usually command lower 
prices and have slower appreciation rates . 

A clear picture (scan) should be available 
with each online auction cover listing. Since 
uploading a scan takes more effort, some 
sellers do not bother to include them with their 
offerings. It is, however, possible to contact 
the seller via eBay to ask for a scan. If you 
don't receive compliance and are still interested 
in the cover, ask the seller for a guarantee that 
you can return the cover for a full refund 
(including shipping and handling charges) if it 
does not meet your expectations . 

Ebay does offer some protection against 
fraud . There is a type of insurance available 
that will insure you up to $200 minus a service 
fee of $25 for lost items or items that the seller 
does not send after receiving your payment. 

Furthermore, should you receive an item 
that you feel does not meet the description 
posted on eBay , you can complain to eBay and 
they will attempt to help you and the seller 
reach a mutual agreement. If eBay feels that 
you have been defrauded and a satisfactory 
settlement is not offered by the seller, eBay 
might cancel his registration, thereby ending 
his relationship with the auction site. 

Another procedure that tends to keep eBay 
vendors honest is the site's feedback system. 
For every transaction , the bidder as well as the 
seller can post a short statement evaluating how 
well the seller or bidder performed during the 
sale . As you post feedback with eBay, you have 
the opportunity to classify transactions as 
positive, neutral, or negative . You also have a 
space of 80 characters to leave a comment. If 
you receive feedback from another participant 
and find it disagreeable, you can leave an 80-

character response that will be posted immedi
ately under the initial feedback comment. 

All eBay participants automatically have a 
feedback page . A bidder, therefore, has the 
opportunity to check the feedback of a seller. In 
doing so, remember that sellers are more likely 
to pick up negative or neutral feedbacks than 
buyers . This is because buyers tend to be more 
dissatisfied with sellers than sellers are with 
their customers . 

If you've had some experience with bidding 
on the Internet, you undoubtedly have been 
outbid on a very desirable item. Have you tried 
sniping as a remedy? While this practice is 
considered rather ethically gray by some 
collectors , it is one way to overcome the 
frustration of being outbid. Sniping entails 
entering a bid within the last two or three 
minutes of the auction that is about $IO or more 
higher than the current high bid. If your bid is 
considerably higher than the current high bid, 
the eBay computer will enter it at one step 
above the previous high bid. With only a short 
time to go in the auction, chances of having to 
pay your maximum are slight. 

There is always a danger , though, that 
because of an overloaded server, your last
minute bid may not get entered before the 
auction ends . Also, is sniping the ethical or fair 
thing to do? You will have to make up your 
own mind about that. I will comment no further 
on the matter. 

Buyers on eBay are not charged any fees by 
the auction site. They pay only the cost of the 
winning bid and shipping and handling charges . 
All eBay fees and commissions are paid by the 
seller. So give Internet bidding a try . It can be 
a pleasant experience . 

I can say no more because I have said it all. 
Now let's hear what you have to say . ■ 
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Bv WFSC VP Youth Division MaryAnn Bowman Elliot Zink, Jesse Robinson, and Adam Wait. 
P.O. Box 1451. Waukesha. WI 53187 Their exhibit titles and awards won are listed 

Joining with Juniors on p. 3. 

Congratulations to each and a special 

Youth Exhibiting So just who were these six young exhibi- thank-you to all of the adults who have in any 

Eight youth exhibitors successfully competed at tors associated with Wisconsin that deserve way mentored, given philatelic material or 

MILCOPEX this past September. Adults who our recognition and support? They ' re sisters urged these youngsters to continue their 

saw these exhibits for the first time should have Sara and Danielle Henak , brothers Eric and exhibiting endeavors . ■ 

been impressed with the quality and efforts of 
National-Level Youth Judging Criteria 

our young collecting friends . 
I have had the privilege of seeing most of 

General (Traditional) Exhibits the exhibits and/or exhibitors at different stages 
in their philatelic Ii ves . I can attest to the fact Age 11 & Under 12 & 13 14 & 15 16 to 18 19 to 21 
that each has grown in his or her own way. The 

TREATMENT 
POINTS 

exhibit may not be the same as the first one, Organization and structure 12 15 16 16 16 
but it is gratifying to know that there is still an Degree of development of subject 8 10 13 15 18 
interest in competitive showing of stamps by 

TOTAL TREATMENT 20 25 29 31 34 
young people . 

KNOWLEDGE Even more impressive are the changes that 
have been made to these exhibits - changes fundamental and special philatelic knowledge shown 9 16 22 22 22 

that have improved the presentation and general Evidence of studies 4 1 9 

impression of the exhibits . Adult exhibitors Corrrect classification of material 5 5 5 5 5 

know that exhibits evolve and change over TOTAL KNOWLEDGE 14 21 31 34 36 
time . Getting youth to acknowledge this fact is MATERIAL 
no easy task for their mentors . Choice of material to tell philatelic story 9 8 6 4 2 

Of the eight youth exhibitors at Condition of stamps and covers 8 1 6 5 4 
MILCOPEX , six of them were either from Presence of important items (not commercial value) 3 5 8 II 14 
Wisconsin or associated with a WFSC TOTAL MATERIAL 20 20 20 20 20 
member club . Topical collecting still seems to 

GENERAL IMPRESSION 
be the collecting area of choice by youth with Balanced arrangement on pages 12 8 5 
five exhibits being thematic. The other three Write-ups 12 8 5 10 10 
were classified as general (or the more Emphasis on stamps and covers (setting of~ 10 8 5 
traditional) exhibits . Overall impression 12 10 5 5 

Adults working with youth should avail TOTAL GENERAL IMPRESSION 46 34 20 15 10 
themselves of the recently released fifth edition 

GRAND TOTAL 100 100 100 100 100 
of the American Philatelic Society's Manual of 
Philatelic Judging and the accompanying 
scoring sheet supplement. Thematic Exhibits 

Youth exhibiting is similar to adult 
Age 11 & Under 12 & 13 14 & 15 16 to 18 19 to 21 

exhibiting with the primary difference being 
POINTS 

in the development of the exhibit. The same THEMATIC DEVELOPMENT 
criteria are used to evaluate youth exhibits; Originality 5 5 4 3 2 
however, the points within each category vary Structure of plan and development of idea 3 5 II 13 14 
depending upon the age of the youth . As Development of theme 12 15 19 21 23 
shown in the accompanying tables, there are Explanatory notes on theme 6 6 6 6 6 
five age groups in national-level exhibiting. Correct material chosen to illustrate thematic points 3 4 5 5 5 
(There are different age categories for youth TOTAL DEVELOPMENT 29 35 45 48 50 
international shows.) MATERIAL AND PHILATELIC KNOWLEDGE 

The APS manual goes into detail defining Variety and range of items shown 5 7 8 9 10 
the various criteria and telling how they are Presence of important items (not commercial value) 3 5 6 1 8 
applied to the judging of exhibits . This is a Condition of materials 10 8 7 5 5 
must-read for adults mentoring youth. fundamental and special philatelic knowledge shown 7 II 14 16 17 

At national-level shows, youth receive a TOTAL MATERIAL AND KNOWLEDGE 25 31 35 37 40 
copy of their evaluation sheets with written 

GENERAL IMPRESSION comments. The preferred method of working 
Balanced arrangement on pages 12 8 5 

with youth, however, is to give the critique at 

the frame(s). This allows interaction between 
Write-ups 12 8 5 10 10 

the judges and exhibitors as well as allowing 
Emphasis on stamps and covers (setting of~ 10 8 5 
Overall impression 12 10 5 5 

for a visual impact of what the judge is talking 
TOTAL GENERAL IMPRESSION 46 34 20 15 10 

about, a better understanding of exhibiting 
GRAND TOTAL 100 100 100 100 100 concepts, and the opportunity to ask questions . 
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Bv Russell White. Wisconsin Postal 
History Societv 

Back Roads of Philately 
Must Topicals be Stamps? 

Recently an acquaintance was bemoaning the 
lack of a few stamps he needed to finish a 
thematic exhibit. Those who pursue traditional 
philately often have the same complaint; they 
need one expensive (or hard-to-find) stamp. We 
all live to learn and dream of when we might 
find that elusive second British Guiana 1854 l ¢ 
issue or that scarce Presidential usage on a 
cover to Ghana . 

fR~ &~-/.f-o'l?jta ?u,,1 .. 

P. 6. :/tf~1d~r:Ml/;;,_,c(; 
:STATE:.>_;.,'.~:::;y.)~./~ .~L-~_1

,•_ ,••, 

In 1987, I ventured into postal history as a 
new area . Laid off at the time, I was looking 
for something where I could learn , collect 
material that was not too expensive (well , there 
are expensive covers, but I would need a lot of 
the common material long before I ever got to 
anything scarce) and, perhaps most impor
tantly , have some fun . As a resident of New 
Hampshire , I started there. When I moved to 
Wisconsin , I joined the Wisconsin Postal 
History Society . As somewhat of a neophyte to 
the field, there was once again much to learn . 

While talking to my friend, I was reminded 
of advertising covers. Although they were once 
relatively inexpensive, today some command 
lofty prices . Shown here are a couple of inex
pensive items from my collection. Both were 
acquired for other reasons but surely both could 
fit into an agricultural or horticultural theme. 

Although many covers are not expensive , 
knowledge is important. One cover shows the 
Iowa Territory Centennial issue and is ad
dressed to a nursery in New York. Franking on 
the other cover pays the registration and 
postage rate to a farm-related magazine . 
Registered covers in the era of Washington
Franklin head postage use often had money 
enclosed for some type of payment. This cover 

GROWERS OF DEPENDABT.E 
NURSEHY STOCK SINCE '85 

BROWN BROTHERS COMPANY, 

CONTINENTAL NURSERIES, 

r 

\. 

Please Patronize our 
ATFP Advertisers! 

Tell them where you 
saw their ads. 

Stamps - Covers . Postcards lvv"-'~
Want Lists Welcomed 
Specializing in U.S. ' 

DAVE'S STAMPS 
P.O.Boxss ~ .. 

Kimberly, WI 54136-00SS 
Dave Carney, APS, WPHS email: new address 

920-687-S6n to be announced 

APS. llNAJ'S , RPSC. sec. ASPP. PHSC 

Charles D. Shoemaker 
Philatelic Consultant 

Postal Hislory 
,1ppraisals, Huying & Selling S/amp.< 

Consignmentl!l uclion Agent 
kenjico@chorus net (608) 827-6048 

Madison WI Fax (608) 827-8306 

RocttESTER, N. Y. 
"THB FLOWER CITY" 

Advertising covers suitable for an agricultural or 
horlicultural lhematic collec1io11 also serve as 

examples of postal his1ory . 

is from May 1915 and likely contained the 
subscription fee . or was an order for something 
from the services department. 

With a few more covers, I'd be on my way 
with a thematic exhibit that shows knowledge of 
both topic and postal usage. If desired, stamps 
could be used to augment it, but I suspect that 
there are literally hundreds of covers alone that 
could extend this to a large exhibit. 

Oh, and if I were really lucky, I'd find a 
samples envelope with the 1¢ paid fourth-class 
letter rate from a nursery in the 1870s. Well , I 
said we can all dream' ■ 

JADECO Stamp & Hobby 
833 Oark Street • P.O. Box 845 

Stevens Point , WI 54481 
Store: (7 15) 341 -5555 

E-mail : jadeco@g2a.net 

J.D. Manville - Owner 
Home: (715) 341 -1111 • Cell : (715) 498- 11 11 

BOB FASHINGBAUER 
8011 
TECHNY, 1160082 

MOSTlY COVERS 
WANT llSTS WELCOME 

841-498-3813 

rJfash@aal.ca m 
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