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Bv WFSC Pres. Greg Schmidt

Attending a Stamp Show
The start of the stamp
club season also
brings the beginning
of another stamp
show season. September through November are traditionally
some of the heaviest
months of the year
for stamp shows , both
local and . national.
How does one prepare for attending a
stamp show? The first step is to acquire access
to a national or state philatelic publication.
Subscribe to Linn's Stamp News, Stamp
Collector, etc., or hold membership in an
organization that provides a regular publication
to its members. Examples are the American
Philatelic Society 's American Philatelist , the
WFSC 's Across the Fence Post, etc. Most of
these types of publications include a show
calendar, which is the first step in finding out
when and where shows will be held. Some
publications also include information about the
kind of exhibits you can expect to see at the
various shows, any special programs offered,
as well as what dealers will be attending and
their specialties .

Next, with a show site and date set,
prepare a want list of your needs (never trust
your memory). Bring along catalogs of your
particular collecting interest. They ' II help you
with identifying unusual items (again, don't
trust your memory). With this information in
hand, its time to head out to the show.
I suggest that you make plans to travel to
the show with several other collectors . You
will enjoy the company and can share the task
of driving . Upon entering the venue, pick up a
copy of the show program . It tells you where
to find the dealers that carry items related to
your specialty. It also lists exhibit titles and
any special activities involved with the show.
Now it's time to hit the dealer tables. I
have found that dealers can be an excellent
source of information and will assist you in
finding material for your collections (try
giving them your want list sometime) .
Be sure to devote some of your time to
viewing the exhibits , which can be an educational benefit. If you find an exhibit that is of
special interest, try to contact the exhibitor.
Sharing information with other collectors and
exhibitors can establish long-term friendships,
another advantage to our hobby.
I hope these comments will be of some
assistance as you plan your next stamp show
excursion . Most importantly , however, is
that you enjoy yourself! ■

Club News

WFSC Announcements
WFSC WEB PAGE
Through the help of the American Philatelic
Society Chapter Activities Committee, the
WFSC now has an Internet home page . Since
it is managed by CAC volunteers, we 've kept
it simple, but it does list all WFSC member
clubs and meeting information . The WFSC
Publicity and Public Relations Committee
hopes to eventually manage its own site, at
which time it can be expanded .
To view the page , go to :
http ://www .delphi.com/stamps/apschap . html
and click on "Wisconsin Federation of Stamp
Clubs." If your Web browser is a fa irl y new
version, you do not have to enter the "http: //"
portion of the address.
CALL FOR HALL OF FAME
NOMINATIONS
Nominations are still being accepted for the
1999 Wisconsin Philatelic Hall of Fame . The
deadline is December 31, 1998. For details of
qualifications and nominating procedures see
the September 1998 issue of ATFP or request
information from: Karen L. Weigl, Secy.,
WFSC , 4184 Rose Ct., Middleton, WI 53562.
1998 COVER EXCHANGE PROGRAM
The exchange offer will expire October 31 .
with returns being made by mid-November.
See the September 1998 issue of ATFP for
details of exchange rules .

NEW LOCATION FOR WISCONSIN
VALLEY PHILATELIC SOCIETY
ST AMP AND COIN FAIRS (BOURSES)

The monthly fall /winter WVPS stamp and coin
fairs have moved to the Cedar Creek Mall,
10101 Market Rd., Mosinee . To get there,
take exit 185 off of Highway 51 South .
Dates for the I 998 fairs are November I 4
and December 12. 1999 dates are January 9,
February 6, and March 13 . The April date
has not yet been determined . Fair hours are
10 a.m. to 4 p.m .
Fair chairman is Jim Johnson , who can be
reached at (715) 359-4326 .
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Show Calendar and Registry
List your show, bourse, auction or event
~

FREE for WFSC member-club shows non-members and all other events

classified rates for

October 3

October 10

October 11

October 24-25

SHEPEX '98
Sheboygan Stamp Club
Rehabilitation Center of Sheboygan, 1305
St. Clair Ave., Sheboygan (Contact: SSC,
P.O. Box 907. Sheboygan, WI 53082)

DANEPEX '98
Badger Stamp Club
Abundant Life Christian School, 490 I E.
Buckeye Rd., Madison (Contact: Karen
Weigt, 4184 Rose Ct., Middleton, WI
53562 - (608) 83 6-1509)

28th ANNUAL AUTUMN SHOW
Cooney Numismatists and Philatelists, Ltd.
Oconomowoc Community Center
314 W. Wisconsin Ave., Oconomowoc
(Contact: Richard Dama, 35442 Carriage
Ct., Oconomowoc, WI 53066 (414) 567-3162)

TOSAPEX '98
Wauwatosa Philatelic Society
St. Aloysius Gonzaga Hall. 1435 So. 92nd
St., West Allis (Contact: John Fagan,
WI 40N7 470 Lilly Rd., Menomonee Falls,
WI 53051 - (414) 25 1-0617)

November 14

November 14-1 S

May 8-9, 1999

STAMP AND COIN FAIR (bourse)
Wisconsin Valley Philatelic Society
Saturday IO a.m. - 4 p.m.
Cedar Creek Mall, . IO IO I Market Rd.,
Mosinee (Hwy. 51 So. - exit 185)
(Contact: Jim Johnson (715) 359-4316) (l/99)

FALL COIN & STAMP SHOW
Kettle Moraine Coint,~amp Club
Location ~~!ermined.

WISCOPEX '99
hosted by Wauwatosa Philatelic Society
Hart Park Recreational Bldg., North 72nd
& West State St., Wauwatosa (Contact:
Claude Giralte, 153 Highland Ave.,
Grafton, WI 53014 phone (414) 377-9590)

(.;~~

~

The spring 1999
calendar will
appear next
month.

Cover Listing

DANEPEX '98 Show Cover (I50th Anniversary of the University of Wisconsin)
October I0, Madison, WI
Cachet depicts Bascom Hall. Cancel features the lamp of learning. franked with
the 1998 Wisconsin Statehood stamp. $1.50 each. Include # IO SASE. Robert Lieb,
1004 South St., Waunakee, WI 53597. Checks payable to Badger Stamp Club.
(Badger ftamp (/ub)

ACROSS THE FENCE POST is the officia l publication
of the Wisconsi n Federatio n of Stamp Clubs , Inc . , a
50 I(c)3 non-profit organization and life membe r of the
APS since 1953. Fo r WFSC membership information.
contact the Central Office.
ATFP is published monthly Sept.-Apr. ; bimonthly May-Aug.
News of Wisconsin co llectors, cl ub news and gratis origina l art ic les
related to philately are welcomed . The edi tor accepts submiss ions in
any format, but reserves the right to make minor editing changes to
confo rm wi th our style sheet. Material not carryi ng an individual
copy right notice may be reproduced onl y by not-for-profit organizations, provided the author(s) and publication receive credit fo r any
reprinted materia l. Unless expl icitly stated by an officer in conj unction with official WFSC business , opinions expressed by individual
authors are not necessarily endorsed by the WFSC.
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Submission deadlines are for the month preceding month of
publication as follows: advertising- 1st of the month; editorial
matter- 5th of the month . Send edi torial matter and stamp show
ca lendar and cover li stings to: Karen Weigl , Edi tor. ATFP. 4 184 Rose
Ct., Midd leton, WI 53562 - phone (608) 836- 1509
[karenweigt@compuserve. com]. Send ads to: Jim and Renee Se il er ,
Advertising Managers, ATFP , P.O. Box 247, Reedsv ille, WI 54230 phone (920) 772-4297 . Fo r a complete list of adve rtising rates and
policies (di splay, classified and listings) , see the Jul y-August '97 issue of
ATFP. or request a copy from the advertising managers.

CHICAGOPEX '98

4184 Rose Ct. , Middleton, WI 53562
Get your own club home page on the Internet'
It ' s free and it ' s easy for all that hold American Philatelic Society chapter membership.
Simply follow the instructions published on
p. 3 of your Spring 1998 APS Chapter Activities Committee Newsletter.
Although your club meeting dates and
locations are already listed within the WFSC
home page and also on the APS Web site
(www.west.net/ -stampsl/aps .html), here's a
chance to gain additional publicity . With
millions surfing the Web these days, it 's a
great way to promote your club and bring in
potential new members. For a sample of what
can be done , go to :
www .delphi.com/stamps/apschap. html
and click on "Badger Stamp Club."

What others are doing
With the new stamp club year having
begun in September, I'm starting to see annual
program schedules. Take a look . There may be
some ideas for educational meeting topics that
your group will want to consider.
The Badger Stamp Club's (Madison)
1998-99 educational program schedule is:
Sept. 5 - Exhibiting Your Stamps (panel
discussion)
Oct. 3 - Greenland : The American Issue
Nov. 7 - Dumb Questions/What is it?
Bring your oddities
Dec. 5 - Stamp Collecting on the Web
Jan . 2 - A New Year, New Countries
(worldwide collecting)
Feb . 6 - Perfins and Precancels
Mar. 6 - APS Slide Show "Detecting
Forgeries"
Apr . 3 - Collecting Israel
- APS Slide Show "Stamp PrintMay
ing Methods "
BSC meets twice a month , with an auction
held at each second monthly meeting .
New BSC officers are : Pres. Karen Weigt
(yes , me) , VP Myra Reilly , Secy. Charles
Shoemaker, Treas. Bob Lieb , and board
members Dan Undersander, Bob Voss and
John Rettig .
Here's the Belle City Stamp Club's
(Racine) meeting calendar :
Sept. 3 - APS Slide Show "The U.S . !847s"
- Club Auction
Oct.
Nov . 5 - APS Slide Show " How to
Collect Air Mail Covers"
Dec. 3 - Christmas Party

Jan. 7 - Club Auction
Feb . 4 - APS Slide Show " Pan-American
Exposition "
Mar. 4 - Club Auction
Apr.
- APS Slide Show "Fancy U .S.
Cancellations "
May 6 - Club Auction
June 3 - Collecting on a Shoestring
For November , February and April ,
members are asked to bring a show-and-tell
item related to the slide show topic .
The Oshkosh Philatelic Society has it 's
club year planned out too:
Sept. 1 - Pick and Poke
Sept. 21 - Auction
Oct . 6 - One-Page Exhibit
Oct. 19 - Club Dinner: Guest Speaker
Oshkosh Postmaster
Nov. 3 - Pacific Survey Flights
Nov. 16 - Dealers' Night
Dec. 1 - Exchange Philatelic Gifts
Jan . 5 - Linn's Stamp Popularity Contest
Jan. 18 - Travelogue
Feb. 2 - Auction
Feb . 15 - WFSC Club Trivia Contest
Mar. 2 - Auction
Mar. 15 - APS Slide Show "Errors,
Varieties, Freaks, and Oddities
on U.S. Stamps"
Apr . 6 - Philatelic Games
Apr . 19 - Dealers' Night
May 4 - APS Slide Show "Detecting
Forgeries"
May 17 - EAA Video
Aug . 17 - Swap Meet
Additional OPS plans are for a picnic in
June and a visit to another club in July .
1998-99 OPS officers are: Pres . Paul
Thoman, VP Hank Schmidt, Secy . Orion
Hintz , and Treas. Paul Schroeder.
For yet more program ideas , you might
consider:
Members of the Central Wisconsin Stamp
Club (Stevens Point and Wisconsin Rapids)
were asked to bring a cover with a story to the
May meeting . In September, members heard
about why canceled stamps are worth more
than mint never hinged .
Wauwatosa Philatelic Society's July
meeting featured a stamp scavenger hunt.
ZIP nite - a program on U .S. ZIP
codes - was held at the June meeting of
the Northwestern Mutual Stamp Club
(Milwaukee). ■

Just around the corner on the calendar and just
down the road for many Wisconsin collectors
is CHICAGOPEX '98 . This World Series
Philately (national) show will be held November 6-8 at the Rosemont Convention Center,
5555 N. River Rd ., Rosemont, IL. The show
opens at 10 a .m. each day .
Three specialty societies will convene at
CHICAGOPEX '98: the Scandinavian Collectors Club, Eire Philatelic Association and the
Colombian-Panamanian Philatelic Society . ■

PLAINEX
STAMPS
(Carl & Phyllis)

Handling • Germany & Colonies
• Great Britain & Colonies
• Japan
• Switzerland
• Most other major European countries
See us at these Wisconsin shows:

SHEPEX '98, Oct. 3, Sheboygan
DANEPEX '98, Oct. I0, Madison
TOSAPEX '98, Oct. 24-25, West Allis

P.O. Box #6
Des Plaines, IL 60016
(847) 827-3589

DAVID ALDRICH
STAMPS
Austria
Switzerland
Liechtenstein
Canada
Baltic & Former Soviet
Union Countries
At Kenosha Bourse
VFW Hall
6618 39th . Ave.

October 18
November 15
December 20
P.O. Box 513
Arlington Heights, IL 60006

(847)

253-0085
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Bv Rev. Robert T. Voss. Badger Stamp Club

Pan 1 of this feature appeared in the
September issue of Across the Fence Post.

In Part I of this article I shared how I got
started collecting semipostals and why I
enjoy collecting them. Now , I will discuss
the great variety of charities supported by
semipostals, examine the success and
fai lures of semipostals, and address some of
the concerns of the recent United States
Bre_ast Cancer Research semipostal issue
(Figure I) .
As I began looking at and collecting
semis , I started to realize the wide variety of
charities that these stamps support. I noticed
that many semipostals that have been
overprinted were used as a quick response to
raise funds for natural disasters. Stamps can
be found supporting the victims of volcanoes , earthquakes and hurricanes (Figure 2).
Semipostals have also been issued to
raise funds for the victims of man-made
disasters . The first two great world wars

resulted in stamps for refugees and services for
the wounded (Figure 3). Many semipostals
have been issued to support the Red Cross and
its relief efforts.

Fig. 3 - France, Scott
BI03, surchargefor
victims of war.

for many issues . I am looking forward to
doing research in this area in the future . We
can observe, however . that semipostals are
widely accepted and used by postal patrons
in Switzerland. We st Germany , Netherlands
and France. On the other hand , there was
little public support in Canada in 1974 to
help fund the Olympics (Figure 7). And in
1975 in Great Britain , only 434.000 were
sold to support the disabled (Figure 8). It
will be interesting to see the Un ited States'
response to its first sem ipostal.
There has been much concern in the
philatelic press regarding the first United
States semipostal. Michael Laurence of
Linn's Stamp News, Wayne Youngblood of
Stamp Collector, Peter Martin of Scott
Stamp Monthly, and Randy Neil of the
American Philatelic Society have all vigorously opposed the United States venturing
into the world of semipostals . I respect their
opinions and legitimate concerns . But I am
cautiously optimistic that semipostals can
become a healthy part of the United States
stamp program .
One concern raised is that semipostals
are an unfair tax on stamp collectors . The
U .S. Postal Service is in the business of
moving mail, not supporting charities. The
fact of the matter is that every corporation I
am aware of spends part of its revenue
investing back into its community. Oscar

Fig. 4 - France, Scott BIO,
surcharge for fighting cancer.

Fig. I - U.S. Breast
Cancer Research
semipostal.

Fig. 2 - Cook Islands,
Scott B7, surcharge for
hurricane relief.
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Semipostals have been issued to raise
awareness and funds for particular health
issues. I have stamps in my collection that
have raised funds for cancer (Figure 4), polio,
multiple sclerosis and AIDS (Figure 5).
Some semis have been issued to support
cultural events. The Olympics have been a
benefactor of semipostals. Even international
stamp exhibitions have been funded with the
help of semipostals (Figure 6). Famous
buildings and landmarks have been restored .
Germany and Switzerland support national
youth programs with annual issues.
There are some semipostal issues with
spurious or less than desirable charities. Hitler
and Nazi Germany produced numerous
semipostals to support their propaganda and
government. But for the most part, semipostals
have supported charities with a wide general
appeal.
Are semipostals successful? This is a good
question. Information is not readily available

~
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Fig. 5 - Denmark,
Scott BBi, surcharge
for AIDS Foundation.

Fig . 6 - Germany, Scott B581 ,
surcharge for 49th FIP Congress.

Mayer (Kraft) is a prime example in Madiso n, where I live . It is in the American
character to give something back to the

Canada
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Fig . 8 - Grear Brirain. Scott BI ,
surcharge for disabled.

Fig. 7 - Canada. Seo// 84-6, surcharge for 1976 Olympics in Mom real.

community that supports you. Semipostals
serve this need.
A second concern is that issuing the first
semipostal will set a precedent . Excuse me !
Have you seen a United States album that
does not contain spaces for duck stamps that
rai se money for waterfowl protection? The
8¢ surcharge on the recent United States
semi pales in comparison to the cost of the
most recent duck stamp.
A third concern is that semipostals may
be financially disastrous. It is pointed out
that the legislation that produced our first
semipostal allows the U.S. Postal Service to
keep up to 70 percent of money raised for
administrative costs. This is a legitimate
concern . It is lousy legislation and needs to
be changed .

The administrative cost for every other
stamp is included in the 32¢ fee. Why should
it be different for a semipostal? The onl y cost
to the Postal Service is the 10 minutes of
simple arithmetic and writing a check when
the stamp goes off sale.
A fourth concern raised is that a first
semipostal will open a floodgate for more and
more charities. Where will it end? This too is
a very legitimate concern. Instead of opposing
semipostals, I would like to see the APS and
our philatelic media work hard to promote
legislation that will limit the number per year
and the scope of charities.
I do not think most stamp collectors would
oppose one semipostal issue a year supporting
a national United States concern that has a
wide general appeal. I would much rather buy

one semi postal with an 8¢ surcharge that
goes to charity than a sheet of 50 different
stamps. We need to be careful not to let the
semipostal be the whipping post for the
ava lanche of United States issues .
In closing, I would like to share my
vision for a United States semipostal policy.
I would like to have one semipostal issue
per year. I would like to have it be the same
size of the 1997 Mars Pathfinder stamp .
This size gives room for a beautiful design ,
important information about the charity and
would bring attention to the issue .
I would also like to see the semipos tal
support fo ur national programs: health
research , environmental research , the space
program, and the arts. The money raised
would rotate every four years. ■

l\1J\N't1)~)) - to Buy or for Consignment
■

U.S. and Worldwide Collections
■ Singles. Sheets. Plate Blocks

Next Show and Major Auction
November 6-8, CHICAGOPEX '98
Rosemont Convention Center, 5555 N. River Rd., Rosemont, IL
CHICAGOPEX Auction, Show Floor at Stamp King Booth
1st Session: at show closing on November 6
2nd Session: early afternoon on November 7
(View lots at show booth and at Higgins Road store two weeks
prior to auction dates.) Also see: www.rdrewsauctions.com.

■

■

Mint and Used
Accumulations

r-----------------7

I D Please send me an auction catalog,
I
I D I want to consign material to an upcoming auction.
I
I Name: _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ I
II Address : _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ II
I City: _ _ __ _ _ _ _ State:
ZIP: _ _ _ _ I
ILFor
Consignments - Phone: (
)
I
_________________ J

WEST MADISON ST

flSfNH 0 WfR Er PWY

I

CHICAGO

I
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Bv WFSC VP Youth Division Ma,yAnn Bowman
P.O. Box 1451. Waukesha. WI 53187

Joining with Juniors
Stamp Collecting Workshop
The Wauwatosa Philatelic Society has been
offering a beginning stamp workshop for many
years . The program is for children in second
to eighth grades. Forty-four youth attended the
club's 14th workshop held in February at a
local library.
The two-hour workshops are easy to set up
and once the format is in place , they can be
quickly put into action for future years. The
workshop room is arranged with five learning
stations. Participants are divided into small
groups and rotate from station to station to
receive instruction in various skills of stamp
collecting. Youngsters spend approximately 15
to 20 minutes at each station.
Doug Van Beek has provided information
on what is taught at the Wauwatosa Philatelic
Society's workshop. Your group, however ,
may have different ideas about what to
present, order of presentation, or possibly
even the combination of subjects presented at
any one station .
• Station 1 - Soaking stamps off paper is
demonstrated together with a lesson on detecting watermarks .
• Station 2 - The focus here is to show the
kids the tools used in identifying foreign
stamps as well as having them practice locating
various foreign countries on maps and globes.
• Station 3 - Here the kids learn about
albums and hinging and mounting stamps . Firstday covers are also discussed at this station.
• Station 4 - A black light demonstration
(yes, stamps glow in the dark!) is combined
with a lesson on the use of a perforation gauge .
• Station 5 - Scott numbers, catalogs, and
stamp values are introduced.
It takes club support to run successful
youth workshops. For one thing , you need
volunteers to present the lessons . Ideally, there
should be two adults at each station . In
addition, you will need adults to register the
youth and more helpers to oversee any other
activities you might offer .
Hands-on activities are recommended.
Take-home materials such as pamphlets and
brochures that reinforce the lessons should be
provided, and free stamps are a must!
You can usually get support in the form of
beginning stamp collecting materials through
your local post office. Your post office also
might be able to furnish some door prizes .
I know of several Wisconsin groups that
have tried something similar with slight
variations on the topics presented at the
workshop stations. Remember to demonstrate
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good collecting habits by always using tongs
and, if possible , include examples of storage
materials such as stock cards and glassine
envelopes. Some groups charge a small fee and
provide several supplies to the participants.
Looking for a new way to "wow" your
young collectors this year? Show them the

Bv Gregg Greenwald. 2401 Bluebird Ct.•
Marshfield. WI 54449-3128 (e-mail
bluebird@tznet.com/. Central Wisconsin
Stamp Club

U.S. Varieties Clearinghouse
New Transportation coil series varieties
Two new Transportation coil series varieties
have been released . Their issuance coincides
with the Bureau of Engraving and Printing's
ability to produce coils in a format of 10,000
stamps per roll.
With the help of the Plate Number Coil
Collectors Club checklists found at their Web
site http: //www .geocities .com/Hartland/Hills/
6283/ index.html , let's look at the details .
The first is the l ¢
Omnibus coil from plate
No . 3, a variety of Scott
2225a . The new variety is
untagged and has low-gloss
gum . Previous versions of
the stamp include:
• Block tagged , dull gum; plate Nos . l and
2 (Scott 2225)
• Untagged , dull gum; plate Nos . 2 and 3
(Scott 2225a)
• Untagged , shiny gum; plate No. 3, (Scott
2225a variety)
• Prephosphored paper (embedded
taggant), shiny gum; plate No . 3 (Scott 2225
variety, although I believe it deserves a minor
number listing - see Scott 2196, the $5 Harte
as an example)
The next is the 10¢
Canal Boat coil , from plate
No. 4 , a variety of Scott
2257a. The new variety is
overall tagged with shiny
gum. Interestingly, a
tagging break shows up
between the stamp, with the plate number and
the stamp to the left. Other positions of the
tagging break have been reported . Previous
versions of the stamp include:
• Block tagged , dull gum; plate No. I ,
(Scott 2257)

latent images only visib le through the U.S .
Postal Service's secret decoder. Kids wi ll love
seeing the badger on the 1998 Wisconsin
Statehood stamp and the pet-related images in
the recent Bright Eyes issue .
It may be too late to plan a workshop for
this October's National Stamp Collecting
Month , but it is not too early to plan one for
the winter months ahead.
I'd like to hear about your auempts at
hosting a workshop for kids. ■

• Overall tagged , dull gum; plate No. I ,
(Scott 2257a)
• Prephosphored paper (embedded
taggant) , low-g loss gum; plate Nos. I and 2
(Scou 2257a variety; again, I believe that a
separate minor number listing is warranted)
• Prephosphored paper (embedded
taggant), shiny gum; plate Nos. 3 and 4 (Scou
2257a variety)
I have not been able to find a philatelic
center that has these items for sale . They are.
however. available from the U.S. Postal
Service Stamp Fulfillment Services.
Order numbers for the 1¢ Omnibus are
792830 for a strip of 25 with plate number.
and 792820 for a strip of 5.
Order numbers for the 10¢ Canal Boat are
772930 for a strip of 25 with plate number ,
and 772920 for a strip of 5.
Don't forget the $1 handling fee for each
order. Orders can be phoned in to 1-800ST AMP-24 or can be mailed to: Stamp
Fulfillment Services, P.O. Box 7247, Philadelphia , PA 19101-9014. ■

Bv ATFP Editor Karen Weigt

On Wisconsin
The Badger State celebrates its
150th anniversary of statehood this
year. in conjunction with the
~ occasion, this column regularly
features a stamp (or other postal item) and story
to the state of Wisconsin .
pertaining

Until
1978 , West
Allis had the
only Olympic-size
skating rink
in the nation.
Eric and
U.S. Scou #2613
Beth Heiden,
brother and sister of Madison , were notable
speedskating champions at the 1980 Olympics. Eric won five go ld medals . Beth took
third in the women ' s 3,000 meter event. ■

Bv Hank Schmidt. P. 0. Box 3153. Oshkosh.
WI 54903-3153 (e-mail artcov@vbe.com).
Mbr.• Oshkosh Philatelic Society

F i r ~ e r Collecting:
S p o ~ r in Passing
Not long ago, I was asked to write about firstday canceling. Initially , I didn't think I would
have anything to say on this subject. Then it
came to mind that I could relate some of the
lessons that I have learned the hard way.
In defense of the U.S. Postal Service, I
have to say that I've rarely encountered
problems. When they did occur, however, I
found myself very perplexed. The most
problematic experiences have been in conjunction with when I have sent covers
through the mail for first-day cancels. At
times , some of them were returned with
over-cancels. This was very frustrating, and
especially in those instances when I submitted
combo-franked covers. When I included
SASEs for the return of the canceled covers,
the SASEs often were not used .
I solved this problem when I began selfaddressing all of my covers with peelable
labels and requesting first-day hand cancels.
additionally request that my items be returned in the cellophane protective sleeves
that the U.S. Postal Service has been using
for some years now .
Self-addressing covers with peelable labels
also ensures minimal losses. I recommend
using Avery removable labels . All others that I
have tried, even from recognized philatelic
supply houses , have at one time or other
damaged some of my covers upon removal.
When using peelable labels , do not address
them with a rubber stamp, either the self-inked
type or the kind that requires an ink pad. The
inks have a tendency to bleed through the
labels and stain the covers.
Upon receipt of your canceled covers,
waste no time in removing the labels so that
there is little chance of the label 's adhesive
staining the covers. Remove any adhesive
residue with a white eraser or by rubbing your
recently washed finger over the remains.
I've often experienced that cancels applied
at the first-day site are of rather poor quality.
This is because the postal personnel assigned
to service covers at these sites are seldom
acquainted with techniques involved with
applying high quality, clean cancels. They
don 't realize that each hand cancel requires
unique application pressure to get a clean,
evenly inked impression on the cover and that
it takes practice with a specific hand cancel to
produce high quality impressions. Additionally, they usually have little or no philatelic

knowledge, and they don't realize that a
philatelist regards a cancel as an historical
artifact. To many postal personnel, a cancel
is used to kill the franking and is of little
further value.
Consequently, if you are at a first-day site
and the postal person doing your cancels does
not give you the quality that you want, please
speak out. Offer to do your own cancels while
someone from the staff supervises, or send
your covers through the mail for servicing.
Mailed covers are forwarded to the first-day
unit in Kansas City. The staff there is experienced in using the various hand cancels and,
more often than not , you'll get excellent
results. Case in point, my "The Stars and
Stripes Forever'" covers serviced at
STAMPSHOW 97 received excellent cancels.
This was because the personnel doing the
canceling were from the first-day unit in
Kansas City.
Another word to the wise, if you are getting
high quality from the hand-back service at a

first-day site, it creates a great deal of goodwill
to tip the canceler with one of your covers.
Properly positioning a fancy pictorial first day cancel on your covers can be a problem.
The solution is to take some larger glassine
envelopes with you to the first-day site . Before
arriving , cut one of the glassines apart so that
you have a single layer of material. Apply the
first-day cancel to that single layer. Then use
the canceled piece of glassine as an overlay on
your covers to determine the best position of
the cancel. You might have to do some
diplomatic explaining to the postal personnel
and then leave the glassine overlay with them .
On the other hand , they may just appreciate
your idea and use it to assist other customers.
One last thing , if you send your covers
through the mail for first-day servicing , you
are now required to affix your own franking .
The Postal Service stopped the practice of
franking customer covers on June 30, 1993 .
Now that I have had my say, which I hope
is helpful , what do you have to say? ■

Bv Karen Weigl. Editor. Wisconsin on Stamps

Les Paul (19 15- ), musician who also
invented the electric guitar and eight-track
tape recorder. Was he born in Waukesha in
1915 or 1916?
Dr. William Pitts (?), born in Rock County
and composed "The Little Brown Church in the
Vale." What are his birth/death dates?
Helen Farnsworth Mears (?-1916),
sculptor. Was she born in 1871, 1872 or 1876 7
Frances Wiggins Ford(?), born in
Footville and author of "The Little Engine that
Could. " Did she really write that famous
story? The Web site amazon.com pictures a
cover of the book that includes the author 's
name as Watty Piper. If Ford was indeed the
original author. what are her birth/death dates?
Marguerite Henry (I 902-?) , born in
Milwaukee , author of children's books and
Newbery Medal winner. Is she still living? If
not , what is her death date?
Ben Hecht (?-1964) , novelist/playwright/
screenwriter/journalist who grew up in Racine .
Was he born in 1893, 1894 or 1898 7
Eben E. Rexford (1848-1916), a poet who
resided most of his life in Shiocton . Did he
also compose the music for "Silver Threads
Among the Gold ," or just write the lyrics?
Luke Hobbs ( I 896-1977), aircraft designer
who developed the J-57 and gas turbine engine
that powered the first American jets in 1952 .
Was he born in Carbon, WI , or Carbon, WY?
Neither are shown in my current atlas.
These are just a few of my unanswered
questions . If you can help , write to me at:
4184 Rose Ct., Middleton, WI 53562 oremail: karenweigt@compuserve.com. Please
include your reference . ■

Who's Who in Wisconsin Trivia
Last month's ATFP reported that the WFSC is
still plugging away at producing the 2nd
edition of Wisconsin on Stamps. While working on the publication, I've run into several
areas of research that have me stumped. One
problem occurs when I find conflicting
information in different references, which
happens most frequently during research on
people with a supposed Wisconsin connection.
These people will be included in Wisconsin on
Scamps because they or one of their accomplishments may someday appear on a United
States postage stamp.
An example of my frustration was Bunny
Berigan (1908-42), swing trumpeter/s inger/
bandleader. I found Berigan listed in nine
different references. Four state he was born in
Fox Lake; five say it 's Hilbert. This probably
isn ' t too critical since Berigan claimed Fox
Lake as his hometown and he is buried there.
When it comes to his birth date, though, I do
need to be specific. References show three:
1907, 1908 and 1909. I finally solved this
puzzle when I discovered a newspaper article
in the Madison Public Library's clipping file .
It included a photo of Berigan's gravestone.
" 1908" is engraved on the stone!
Perhaps you can provide answers to the
following:
Pee Wee King (1914-?), country music
composer/musician. King (real name Frank
Anthony Kuczynski) was born in Abrams and
grew up in Milwaukee. What instrument did
he play? Is he still alive?
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By Robert J. Mather
Waukesha County Philatelic Society

Dealer Profile:
David Alex
The village of
Glenview, IL, a
northern suburb of
Chicago, is home to
David Alex , one of the
better known and more
reputable stamp dealers
in the Midwest. David
deals strictly in United
David Alex
States material from the
earliest classics to back-of-the-book items , but
with an emphasis on good quality .
David attends from 35 to 40 shows per
year. He also has a mail-order business that he
runs out of his home, so if you are looking for
good United States material , he can be reached
at P.O. Box 2176 , Glenview, IL 60025.
David started collecting stamps in his youth
in 1969. He was a coin collector at the time,
and while browsing in the coin section of a
Marshall Fields store coin and stamp department, the stamps caught his eye . By profession, David was a pension plan administrator.
a job that he held for 10 years . In 1988, he
had reached a point with his stamps that he fe lt
he 'd like to dabble in dealing . His employer

"His advice to collectors is to find
two or three dealers that you
trust and develop a relationship
with them . They, in turn , will
treat you more than fairly ."
was very generous and allowed him to work
just three days a week . This gave David more
time to devote to stamp dealing . By 1990, he
knew this was to be his new profession, and he
went full time. His employer gave him an
invitation to return should he desire , but David
has enjoyed the stamp dealing business and has
never looked back . Today, his business is
listed with Dunn and Bradstreet.
David is a member of the American
Philatelic Society and the Bureau Issues
Association.
He is also a member of the Chicago Art
Deco Society . David has an interest in
antiques from the art deco period (the 1920s
and 1930s) and has an entire bedroom done
in art deco . He loves antique shows and
collects windup victrolas. As we spoke, he
said that he was looking at six of them .
David is not married .
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When asked about a story of an interest ing
discovery or fi nd , David related that several
years ago he came upon a dealer who had a
sheet of recently issued stamp s under a glass
on his table. David did not understand why it
would be under glass until he noted that it was
horizontally imperf between. When he related
this to a fri end later on, the friend adv ised him
to buy it "quick." He did , and then broke it up
and sold it. He made out well on this transaction but because of where the price has gone,
he wishes that he still had the sheet.
His advice to collectors is to find two or
three dealers that you trust and develop a
relationship with them. They, in turn , will
treat you more than fair ly.
David attends most of the shows in
Wisconsin so when you get to his table stop
and say "hi ." He won 't pressure you to buy
and he will respond with a friendl y smile and
a warm greet ing.
We wish David all the best and look
forward to seeing him at the next show. ■

By Sara Henak. Youth Mbr.• North Shore
Philatelic Society of Milwaukee

Bonus Round: Stamp Collecting
" It 's boring ." "It 's a waste of time ." " It 's
stupid ." It's NOT!
Stamp collecting is generations old , and
it plays to everyone 's interest. Do you like
George Washington? Find him on a stamp'
Love horses? Make a whole exhibit of
horse stamps. (You might get a cool prize!)
Is your favorite color green? Fill an album
with green stamps'
Stamps are educational, they spread the
word about endangered species , record
hi story, and they're a good thing to know
about si nce we use them every day . So
don't delay , start collecting today! There
are 100 reasons why you should . so try it.
(Special Bonus: IT'S FUN.)
(reprinredfrom 1he Sep1 .-0C1 . 1998 North Shore
Philatelic Society Newsletter)

WAUWATOSA PHILATELIC SOCIETY
PRESENTS

TOSAP£X 98
October 24th and 25th
GONZAGA HALL
92nd and Greenfield
Adult and Junior Exhibits
Dealer Bourse
Commemorative Cacheted Cover
Postal Station
FREE ADMISSION AND DOOR PRIZES
FREE PARKING- WHEELCHAIR ACCESS
Saturday 10 to 5, Sunday 10 to 4

Sponsored by the Wauwatosa Philatelic Society
P.O. Box 13102, Wauwatosa, WI 5321 3

