
NEWSLETTER OF THE WISCONSIN FEDERATION OF STAMP CLUBS 

By WFSC Pres. Allan C. Marcus 

The Joys of Stamp Collecting 
What makes us want to 
collect things? Where 
does that desire to find 
an elusive item or set of 
stamps come from? Our 
friends and acquaintan
ces may think we're a 
little strange, chasing 
after colored pieces of 
paper and envelopes 
with unusual postmarks . 

There is, however , something captivating 
about stamps and covers. Is it the thrill of the 
hunt, the desire to complete a set, or to fill a 
page or an album? 

There are those who look for unusual covers 
that might have a special look, a cachet, or 
multiple postmarks. Postmarks on covers often 
show the route of travel. Some collectors look for 
covers sent by or addressed to famous people. 

For me, I enjoy the beauty of the stamps 
from around the world. Paging through my 
albums , I can be in Chile, Hong Kong or 
Thailand in a matter of minutes. It's like a 
world tour. 

The engraving and printing methods of 
stamps are also fascinating. Czeslaw Slania, the 
famous engraver, is admired for producing over 
1,000 stamp designs . I joined the Czeslaw 
Slania Study Group to learn more about him 
and his work. 

Attending stamp shows is always fun. It is 
an opportunity to add items to my collection 
and to meet old friends. 

Because of the many facets of philately, 
there is always some area to grab a person's 
interest. I hope you enjoy stamp collecting as 
much as I do. Happy stamping! ■ 

WFSC Announcements 
A THANK-YOU TO THE MILWAUKEE 
PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
The WFSC is most grateful for your participa
tion in the ATFP page-sponsorship program 
(see below) . 

All WFSC clubs and individuals who are 
members in good standing of a WFSC club 
are welcome to become an ATFP page spon
sor. To do so, send $25 per issue to: Karen 
Weigt, Editor, ATFP, 4184 Rose Ct., 
Middleton, WI 53562. 

2002 COVER EXCHANGE PROGRAM 
The exchange offer will expire October 31, 
with returns being made by mid-November. 
See the September 2002 issue of ATFP for 
details of exchange rules . 

(more announcements on p. 3) 

CLOSED ALBUM -
WILLIAM "BILL" OTTO 

Bill Otto, age 74, died unexpectedly of a 
heart attack on September 5 , 2003. Bill 
was an extremely active member of 
several Milwaukee-area clubs . 

During the years 1992-95 , Bill served 
as president of the Milwaukee Philatelic 
Society . He was the current president of 
the Italian American Stamp Club and the 
Polish American Stamp Club . He was a 
charter member of the Waukesha County 
Philatelic Society and the American Air 
Mail Society Billy Mitchell Chapter. 
Additional memberships include the 
Germany Philatelic Society Chapter 18, 
North Shore Philatelic Society of Milwau
kee, Czeslaw Slania Study Group , the 
Wisconsin Postal History Society. and the 
American Philatelic Society . 

Bill was involved in a myriad of 
activities sponsored by Milwaukee-area 
clubs, including promoting philately to 
youths. 

In 1996, he received the Greater 
Milwaukee Area Distinguished Philatelist 
award. He was inducted into the Wisconsin 
Philatelic Hall of Fame in 2001. 

Despite his tremendous service to 
philately , it's well documented that those 
who knew Bill respected him and developed 
an affection for him because of who he was, 
not just because of what he has done. 

Bill collected stamps and covers of the 
United States, Canada, Great Britain and 
the United Nations. 

This page sponsored by the 
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October 12 
STAMP & POSTCARD SHOW 

Monroe Stamp and Postcard Club 
Monroe Middle School, 1510 13th St., 
Monroe (Contact: Dwane Kaplenk, P.O. 

Box 230 I. Rockford, IL 61131 -
815-3 98-0813, rockaires@xta.com) 

February 9, 2003 
CENWISPEX '03 

Central Wisconsin Stamp Club 
Knights of Columbus Hall, 3041 State 

Hwy. 13 North, Wisconsin Rapids 
(Contact: j.D. Manville, P.O. Box 845, 

Stevens Point, WI 54481 -
715-341-1111, jadeco@g2a.net) 

Show Calendar and Registry 
List your show, bourse, auction or event 

~ FREE for WFSC member-club shows - classified rates for 
non-members and all other events 

Oct. 13 & Nov. 10 
FOX CITIES AREA STAMP BOURSE 

Sunday IO a.m. -4 p.m. 
Buchanan Town Hall, N 178 County Road 

N (on east side of road between Cty. 
Hwys. CE and KK), Darboy (Contact: 
Dave Carney, 920-687-5677) (12/02) 

February 15, 2003 
44th Annual Exhibition and Bourse 

Janesville Stamp Club 
Craig Center, 4-H Fairgrounds, Janesville 
(Contact: Valerie Cook, 1604 So. Crosby, 

Janesville, WI 53546 -
608-754-6497) 

Oct. 26 & Nov. 16 
STAMP AND COIN FAIR (bourse) 

Wisconsin Valley Philatelic Society 
Saturday IO a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Cedar Creek Outlet Mall, IO IO I Market 
Rd., Rothschild (Exit 185 Business 51 

Rothschild) (Contact: Jim Johnson, 
715-359-4326) (3/03) 

March 8-9, 2003 
ROCKFORD '03 

Rockford Stamp Club 
Forest Hills Lodge, 9500 Forest Hills 

Rd., Rockford, IL (Contact: Dwane 
Kaplenk, P.O. Box 2301 , Rockford, IL 

61131 - 815-398-0813, 
rockaires@xta.com) 

April 26-27, 2003 
WISCOPEX '03 

hosted by Outagamie Philatelic Society 
Fox Valley Lutheran High School, 5300 N. 
Meade St., Appleton (Contact: Al Marcus, 

P.O. Box 11, Appleton, WI 54912 -
920-725-0798, maryj@vbe.com) 

October 26-27 
TOSAPEX '02 

Wauwatosa Philatelic Society 
St. Aloysius Gonzaga Hall 

1435 So. 92nd St., West Allis 
(Contact: john Fagan, Wl40N7470 Lilly 

Rd., Menomonee Falls, WI 5305 I -
262-251-0617, faganfalls@aol.com) 

, March 22, 2003 
BAYPEX '03 

Green Bay Philatelic Society 
Ramada Inn Green Bay, 2750 Ramada 

Way, Green Bay (Contact: Gordy Lindner, 
I 002 Amberly Tr., Green Bay, WI 54311 

- 920-465-6692) 

Other Spring 2003 
Show Dates 

DANEPEX - April 6 
SHECOPEX - April 21 

(details to be published 
in November) 

ACROSS THE FENCE POST is the official publication 

of the Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs, Inc ., a 

501(c)(3) non-profit organization and life member of the 

APS since 1953. For WFSC membership infonnation, co111ac1 

the Central Office. 

ATFP is published monthly Sept.-Apr. ; bimonthly 

May-Aug . News of Wisconsin collectors , club news and gratis original 

articles related to philately are welcomed. The editor accepts submis

sions in any format, but reserves the right to make minor edi1ing 

changes to conform with our style sheet. Material not carrying an 

individual copyright notice may be reproduced only by not-for-profit 

organizations, provided the author(s) and publication receive credit for 

any reprinted material. Unless explicitly stated by an officer in 

conjunction with official WFSC business, opinions expressed by individual 

authors are not necessarily endorsed by the WFSC. 

Submission deadlines are for the month preceding month of 

publication as follows: advertising-1st of the month; editorial 
matter-5th of the month. Send editorial matter, stamp show calen

dar and cover listings, and ads to: Karen Weigt, Editor, ATFP, 4184 

Rose Ct., Middleton, WI 53562 - phone 608-836-1509, 

karenweigt@cs .com. Send ads to : Dwane Kaplenk, Advertising Man

ager, ATFP, P.O. Box 2301, Rockford, IL 61131 - phone 815-398-

0813, rockaires@xta.com. For a complete list of advertising rates and 

policies (display, classified and listings), see the July-August 2000 

issue of ATFP, or request a copy from the advertising manager. 



By WFSC Secy. Karen Weigt 
4184 Rose Ct., Middleton, WI 53562 

Use October National Stamp Collecting Month 
as an incentive to lure absentee members back 
to meetings. Send them a short note . Tell them 
they've been missed; tell them what they've 
missed. A copy of ATFP might serve as an 
extra bit of enticement. Attach a Post-it note 
reminding them they're missing this benefit of 
membership , too . Nothing, however , compares 
to the fellowship , educational programs, and 
opportunities to add to one's collection that 
only meetings can provide. 

What others are doing 

At least four clubs eased into the fall season 
with September show-and-tell meeting pro
grams featuring summer philatelic acquisitions. 

The Kenosha Stamp and Cover Club 
chose to kick off the new stamp collecting 
season with a video titled "The Air Mail 
Story," produced by the Smithsonian Institu
tion. To complement the program, members 
were urged to bring their favorite airmail items 
to the meeting . 

On September 16, members of the Oshkosh 
Philatelic Society learned about the evolution 
of machine cancels. 

OPS officers elected in May were: Pres. 
Don Halverson, VP Gilbert LaBudde, Secy. 
Orion Hintz, and Treas . Paul T. Schroeder. 
Sadly , Orion passed away this summer. 

Officers leading the Badger Stamp Club 
(Madison) for the 2002-03 year are : Pres. Curt 
Shawkey , VP Bert Hart, Secy. Myra Reilly, 
Treas . Art Arntsen, and board members Thom 
Boykoff and John Rettig . John Pare is BSC's 
new newsletter editor. 

The Outagamie Philatelic Society 
(Appleton) also has a new newsletter editor. 
It's Dave Carney, who recently moved to the 

Fox Valley area and whose name happens to be 

mentioned several times in this issue of ATFP. 
OPS (Appleton) officers are Pres. Gene 

Clark, VP Darwin Hintz, Secy . Herman 
Toellenaar, and Treas. Verna Shackleton. 

The Northwestern Mutual Stamp Club 
(Milwaukee) dedicated its October meeting to 
getting to know the club's library . 

Backtracking to spring, the Central Wis
consin Stamp Club (Stevens Point and 
Wisconsin Rapids) went worldwide with 

programs on stamps and covers of Portugal, 
Kiauchau, and the Channel Islands. 

In May, members of the Milwaukee 
Philatelic Society enjoyed a program on how 
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steamboats carried the mail. MPS is currently 
developing its website at: 

http ://www . milwaukeephilatelic. org. 
In August, a member of the Northwoods 

Philatelic Society (Iron Mountain, MI) 
presented a program on the Scout stamps of 
Libya. The focus was on how they reflect the 
transformation of Libya from a constitutional 
monarchy to a tightly controlled socialist 
republic that promotes the political philosophy 
of Muammar Gudhafi. 

The August 2002 issue of Badger Postal 
History , newsletter of the Wisconsin Postal 
History Society, includes a checklist of 
Wisconsin towns that used octagon postmarks. 
The postmarks were primarily in use from the 
1870s to the 1890s. 

Do marginal markings have a place in 
topical collections? The American Topical 
Association Chapter V (Milwaukee) ex
plored this question at its April meeting. In 
July, the group took advantage of Mary Ann 
Owens' summer visit to the area. She shared 
her experiences as a member of the U.S. 
Postal Service Citizens' Stamp Advisory 
Committee . The subject of first-day covers 
dominated the August meeting. In September, 
members participated in a hands-on 
cachetmaking workshop . ■ 

Club News 
KENOSHA STAMP AND COVER CLUB 
NAMES MEMBER OF THE YEAR 
Frank Garniss received the 2001 Jack Larsen 
Memorial Award. The award honors the club's 
member of the year. 

Fox Cities Monthly Bourse 
Dealer Dave Carney, who recently moved to 
Kimberly, WI, has organized a monthly Fox 
Cities-area stamp bourse. The bourse will be 
held the second Sunday of each month begin
ning on October 13, 2002. Other 2002 dates are 
November 10 and December 8. 

The four-dealer bourse will be held in 
Darboy, WI, at the Buchanan Town Hall, 

Nl78 County Road N (on the east side of the 

road between County Highways CE and KK) . 
Hours are 10 a.m . to 4 p.m. 

For further information, contact Dave at 
P.O . Box 55 , Kimberly , WI 54136-0055; 
phone 920-687-5677. ■ 

WFSC Announcements (continued) 

CALL FOR HALL OF FAME 
NO MINA TIO NS 
Nominations for the 2003 Wisconsin Philatelic 
Hall of Fame must be submitted by December 
31, 2002. For details of qualifications and 

nominating procedures, see the September 2002 
issue of ATFP (story on p. 4) or request 
information from Karen Weigt, Secy . , WFSC, 
4184 Rose Ct., Middleton, WI 53562 . 

2002 BLUE BOOK UPDATE PAGES 
AVAILABLE 
To order your set of 2002 pages , send $4 to : 
Greg Schmidt, 1978 Fox Burrow Ct., Neenah, 
WI 54956. Make checks payable to WFSC. 

From Green Bay Philatelic Society 

VIDEO PROGRAM REVIEW 

Title: Down Under 
Source and format: American Philatelic 

Research Library (APS) - Slides 
Reviewer description: The program covers 
the mining industry in Australia , New 
Zealand, and the South Pacific Islands 
since the early 1850s 

Ratings - J to JO (10 = excellenr) 
and comments 

• Visual quality - 8 

• Quality of materials shown - 7 
(Mainly covers from mining companies. ) 

• Topic coverage - 8 (Difficult for lay 
person to judge, but author has had a 
"dozen award-winning exhibits .") 

• Clarity of presentation - 7 (Seemed 
pretty much chronological.) 

Other comments: Not that interesting, 
although ears perked up on hearing about 
the "only underground post office in the 
world" and the use of carrier pigeons to 
deliver mail. 
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By Russell White. Wisconsin Postal 
Histo,y Society 

Back Roads of Philately 
More From the Back of the Book, Eh? 

Sometimes "back of the book" refers to postal 
stationery . If your interest is United States 
postal stationery , you simply look to Scott's or 
a similar catalog. 

It gets a bit difficult if your interest is 
outside the United States. There are numerous 
options, no one of which meets everyone's 
needs. For some countries, there is a local 
catalog. As an example, Michel has multiple 
catalogs for various aspects of German postal 
stationery, and these catalogs are in German. 

For some countries, there are no catalogs, 
but there is still Higgins & Gage, a large 
multivolume set of information about postal 
stationery on a worldwide basis. If you collect 
multiple areas, you may be able to justify the 
hefty price tag for this fine reference . 

Some specialty societies also publish 
reference materials . As an example, the Eire 
Philatelic Association and Germany 's FA! (an 
Irish philately organization) regularly publish 
updates to references on Irish postal stationery. 

For some countries, there are both societies 
and one or more catalogs. For Canada, for 
instance, there is a general society, a special
ized society, and no less than two catalogs . The 
Royal Philatelic Society of Canada is a general 
philatelic society that produces the bimonthly 
general interest magazine, Canadian Philatelist. 
The British North American Philatelic Society 
publishes their specialized quarterly magazine, 
BNA Topics, which has spawned many special
ized books based on their detailed articles 
covering a wide variety of Canadian topics. 

The catalogs are the Unitrade Specialized 
Catalogue of Canadian Stamps, and Webb's 
Postal Stationery Catalogue of Canada and 
Newfoundland. The Unitrade catalog began as 
Scott 's Canadian specialized catalog, which 
U nitrade has continued since the first couple of 
issues. It uses the familiar Scott numbering 
prefixes of U for envelopes and UX for postal 
cards, etc . There is considerable information in 
the Unitrade catalog which includes postage 
stamps as well. The catalog is updated annually. 

The Webb catalog is updated every few 
years and is a more specialized catalog that uses 
its own numbering system. The detail in the 8th 
edition is phenomenal. 

If you are new to the field, I'd recommend 
starting with a copy of the Uni trade catalog and 
see if it meets your needs. If you collect 
Canadian stamps, you may already have one. 

Illustrated here are Unitrade UX16, UX37 
and UX109. ■ 

TM( A.OOPU.55 TO OC. Wf.l'ITTl!:M ON THIS SIOC . 

CANADA 
BUSINESS REPLY CARO 

POST CARO 
CARTE POSTALE 

Reosors ~~rmill Ltd,, 
Markha,:m, 
Ont. 

Canadian postal stationery listed in Unitrade Specialized Catalogue of Canadian Stamps. 

By Howard Shaughnessy, Lake County (IL} Philatelic Society 

SHAUGHNESSY Takes On . .. 
Is our president selecting the U.S. Postal 
Service 2003 issues? The preliminary design 
images were unveiled on August 15, at which 
time a USPS official stated there may be 
more .. . and it may be that some will not be 
issued in 2003 after all. Most likely they'll all 
be self-adhesives, most will be rectangular size; 
however, a few might be larger. All are planned 
as 37¢ stamps in flat panes of 20, unless stated 
otherwise. Likely three of these will feature a 
hidden image in the design. Oh, definitely . OK, 
I ask you, are we going to take on Saddam? 

Some 60 commemoratives are looking to 
greet postal patrons in 2003. From what I have 
seen, it is a nice mix. As 2003 is the 50th 
anniversary of the Korean War (has "MASH" 
been in reruns that long?), the stamp com
memorating that event is striking in design. 
These veterans will be proud. 

Oh great. Year 2003 is the Year of the 
Ram. Just what we need, more Dodge Ram 
truck reminders . Hit it! 

The late Thurgood Marshall is a wise choice 
for the continuing Black Heritage series, even 
though the family portrait wasn't selected as the 
design. It was a split decision five to four. 

Two hundred years ago we bought the 
Louisiana Territory from France on the stipula-

tion that the NFL 
put seven teams 
into it. The luxury 
boxes took almost 
all that time to be 
completed. 
Jefferson would 
have liked that and 
we get another 
stamp to honor this 
event. 

However, none 
of the Early 
Football Heroes 

BlACH HERITAGE 
,_, ....•.. •, J/. ;, qi. • 

~ i_.lfl ~. ·. 
I"~ , 

Thurgood Marshall 

ever played in this territory . No domed stadia , 
no luxury boxes, no Super Bowl, heck, they 
had to play on both sides of the ball for the 
most part. That's why Bronko Nagurski, Ernie 
Nevers, Walter Camp and Red Grange deserve 
to be philatelically honored . 

So many deja vu stamps next year: Boris 
Karloff appears again (in the Makeup stamp), 
Ohio statehood, artist Mary Cassett, and the 
Wright brothers' first powered flight; along 
with the aforementioned Louisiana Purchase, 
it's not that they aren 't good selections . 

Best selection is that of the Purple Heart . 
'Nuf said . ■ 
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Bv WFSC VP Youth Division MaryAnn Bowman 
P.O. Box 1451. Waukesha. WI 53187 

youth are asked to create a design that includes 
Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanza, Ramadan, or 
another celebrated holiday . The winning design 
is featured on the cover of The Texas Philat
elist, the journal of the TPS . Additional 
winning designs are illustrated within the 
journal's pages . 

Joining with Juniors 
Going "Batty" Over Stamps 

It's National Stamp Collecting Month! This 
year, the U.S . Postal Service is issuing a set of 
four American Bat stamps as a means to 
introduce philately to youth. 

The stamps join a group of other unusual 
topics chosen for their supposed appeal to kids. 
In 1999, we had the Insects & Spiders issue, 

2000 gave us the Deep Sea Creatures, and 2003 
promises Reptiles and Amphibians . 

The Postal Service has teamed up with the 
National Wildlife Federation and the Bat 

Conservation International to promote bats and 
the stamp issue. Educators have received a letter 
announcing the promotion. Included are a USPS 
brochure titled "Become a Stamp COOL-lector! 
It 's as Easy as 1-2-3 1," information from the 
Bat Conservation International organization, 
and an invitation to visit the National Wildlife 
Federation 's website to download standards

based activities for teachers to incorporate into 
their lesson plans . You can check out the 
website at www.nwf.org/batguide. (As of this 

Stamps - Covers - Postca rds 
Wan t Lists Welcomed 
Spec ial izing in U.S. 

DAVE'S STAMPS 
P.O.Boxss 

Kimberly, WI S413b-O0SS 
Dave Carney, APS, WPHS email : new address 

920-687-5677 to be ann ounced 

FALL SPECIAL 
Storage box and sleeves 
for covers or postcards 

1 box and 1000 sleeves 
$19.50 p.p. 

(state cover or postcard size) 

ROCK AIRES COLLECTABLES 
P.O. Box 2301 , Rockford, IL 61131 

rockaires@xta.com 

writing, the website was still unavailable - the 
site will have plans available to coincide with 

the first day of the stamp issue, September 13.) 
It is also my understanding that the popular 
children's magazine, Ranger Rick, also pub

lished by the National Wildlife Federation, will 

feature the bat in its October issue. 
I plan on developing a learning center using 

activities about bats and showcasing the new bat 
stamps in my classroom this fall. It will serve 
as one more way to introduce the hobby of 
stamp collecting to youth . 

• 
Hobby Promoter to Youth 

Jane King Fohn (Texas) has been the driving 
force behind a contest now in its 14th year. 
Sponsored by the Texas Philatelic Association , 

The Holiday Cover Contest is open to youth 
18 years of age or younger. First-place winners 

in each age division receive philatelic treasures 
as well as a small cash prize. Other winners 

and runners-up also receive a packet of phila
telic surprises. 

The design is submitted in a horizontal 
format, black on white paper. Although the 
2002 contest will be over by the time you read 
this, it is a wonderful holiday philatelic tradi

tion that has grown thanks to the dedication and 
support of Texan collectors. Over the years , 
Wisconsin youth have been the benefactors of 
their generous distribution of prizes and 
philatelic incentives. 

Wauwatosa Philatelic Society 
presents 

TOSAPEX 2002 
October 26-27 
Gonzaga Hall 

92nd Street and Greenfield 

Saturday - 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Sunday - 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Dealer Bourse 
Stamp Exhibits 
Postal Station 

Commemorative Cacheted Cover 
Special Show Cancel 

Free Par king 
Wheelchair Accessible 

Contact: WPS , P.O. Box 13 102, Wauwatosa, WI 53213 
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Bv George Cook. WFSC Member-at-Large 

Stamping Around New 
England 

Being a New Englander living in the Midwest, I 
spend many of my vacations in Maine and 
Massachusetts. While planning my vacations , I 
always check the philatelic calendars for shows 
that I might attend . Finding a show or a "new" 
retail store selling philatelic items is always a 
bonus to a vacation, and talking collecting 
(" shop") to kindred souls makes it all the better. 

This year, my travels took me to the 
Burlington, VT , area. In Essex Junction, I 
found a retail store selling coins (their exper
tise), Vermont collectibles , and some stamps 
and covers. Some of the stamp items were 
consigned by local collectors but all were 
priced fairly . A number of purchases later, I 
was quite content to note this location for future 
visits and moved on in my travels to Maine. 

I had noted in Linn's Stamp News and the 
American Philatelist that a show and bourse 
was to be held August 3 in Ellsworth, ME. 
Maine hosts a number of shows, but rarely is 
one held close enough to my vacation spot to 
tempt me . This show, however, was circled 
and underlined and I was going to attend . 
Through a local want ad, I also made arrange
ments to meet a local collector offering federal 
and state hunting stamps. I had my day lined up 
and planned. 

I additionally look for any antique shows, 
as paper ephemera sellers always have covers . 
These shows attract postcard dealers , too. 
Antique shows are common in Maine during 
the summer months and attending one resulted 
in purchasing some nice covers and several 
rare-usage postcards. 

Not only was my vacation going well but I 
was adding to my collection and having loads 
of fun doing it. I have (as I assume many other 
collectors have) discovered that local shows 
favor material from that area. After all, the 
local collectors are usually interested in this 
material, and this is especially true with postal 
history from a generalized area like the Mid
west. But traveling to different geographical 
locations can also provide unexplored areas 
within dealer boxes that have little interest to 
the local collector. It is here that you may 
discover that item which has been eluding you 
for some time . 

August 3 was a sparkling blue-sky day with 
heavy traffic to Bar Harbor and Acadia Na
tional Park . Ellsworth serves as the last large 
town before the entrance to the park so I 
wondered what the attendance would be at the 
show. Arriving at the Elks Club hall and 
registering, I noted packets of stamps for junior 

6 October 2002 

collectors and an auction with tables of postal 
history and stamps nicely presented on club lot 
sheets , a double row of easels supporting nine
page frames with exhibits, five dealer booths in 
a U-shape surrounding the exhibits, and a U.S . 
Postal Service clerk selling USPS year sets and 
some current stamps. Where to begin!!!! 

I headed to the exhibits and found them to 
be well presented on obviously well-used 
frames . Next, on to the auction, which took a 
fair bit of time to view and track, as there were 
so many lots . The table auction format was one 
I was unfamiliar with. Silent bids were entered 
by writing them on the respective lot bid 
sheets . At a certain point in time, the "silent" 
aspect of the auction was concluded and the 
highest bid won the lot. If, however, a lot had 
five or more silent bids, it went to the oral 
auction. None of the lots at this event went to 
the oral auction. I was fortunate enough to win 
a number of lots, many with but a single bid 
over the fair reserves!! 

Now on to the dealers. U.S. stamps and 
postal history, worldwide stamps and philatelic 
supplies were all well represented at this small 
show with one dealer exclusively selling 
postcards. I visited all five dealers and was able 
to make purchases from four. One dealer had 
four tables of material I rarely see at small 
shows - literally full album pages of early 
U.S. match and medicine and newspaper 
stamps for those back-of-the-book collectors, a 
wonderful selection of postal history, an 
absolute overflow of covers in a bargain box, 
and gobs of postage at face value . All of this in 
addition to a well-represented offering of 19th
century U.S. stamps. The dealer was also very 
knowledgeable for all his extensive stock. 
Needless to say, he separated me from most of 
my show budget. 

I met the collector I had contacted and 
purchased a few recently issued used federal 
duck stamps . Since I had been at the show a 
couple of hours with most of my shopping 
done, I introduced myself to the local club 
members . They were interested to learn that I 
was from Iowa , but more importantly, how I 
had heard about the show . The fact their ads 
"worked" brought satisfaction to both of us . 
The attendance was good with individuals 
constantly coming and going but I was no judge 
to compare it to previous shows. 

With a little bit of foresight and checking 
show calendars, you can have a day of hobby 
activity on your vacation and find good oppor
tunities to add to your collection. Just remem
ber your want lists and tongs . Besides meeting 
the local collectors, the next time you are in the 
area, you may just find yourself at a local 
stamp club meeting . ■ 
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Please Patronize our 
ATFP Advertisers! 

Tell them where you 
saw their ads. 

Space for your reduced 
business card ad here 

Just send your card - we'll handle the 
reduction detai ls (2 1/4" x 11 /4") 

$2.50 per insertion (commercial) 
$2.00 per insertion (WFSC club discount rate) 

STAMP SHOWS 
Gonuiga Hall • 92nd & Greenfield • Milwaukee 

Exit /-894 & Greenfield or /-94 & 84'" Street 

January 
May 
August 
December 

2002 2003 
26-27 25-26 

4-5 3-4 
3-4 2-3 

14 only 6-7 

Info: Terry Kurzinski 815-332-5599 • s1ampdlrl@aol. com 

APS, llNAJ>S, RPSC, sec. ASPP. ?HSC 

Charles D. Shoemaker 
Philatelic Consultant 

Postal History 
Appraisals, Buying & Selling Stamps 

Consignment/A uction Agent 
kenjico@chorus net (608) 827-6048 

Madison WI Fax (608) 827-8306 

JADECO Stamp & Hobby 
833 Clark Street• P.O. Box 845 

Stevens Point, WI 54481 
Store: (715) 341 -5555 

E-mail: jadeco@g2a.net 

J,D. Manville - Owner 
Home: (715) 341-1111 • Cell : (715) 498-1111 

BOB FASHINGBAUER 
BOX1 
TECHNY, ll 60082 

MOSTLY COVERS 
WANT LISTS WELCOME 

841-498-3813 

rHash@aal.com 

Across the Fence Post 




