
October 2003 
Newsletter of the Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs 

Bv Incoming WFSC Pres. Brian J. 
Liedtke 

2003-05 Presidential 
Appointments 

Some presidents have the power to sign 
bills into law, to appoint Supreme Court 
justices to life-time positions on the bench, 
and to send grand 
armi es into battle. 

I have the power to 
appoint many 
wonderfully talented 
fellow-collectors to 

positions of 
leadership within the 
Federation. 

Some of these 
volunteers may be 
members of your 
local stamp club. Be 
sure to seek tbem out. Join me in 
congratulating their efforts to perform 
necessary and crucial tasks . It is my pleasure 
to introduce each role and appointee. This 
impressive roster is one of our true strengths 
as a state-wide organization. (Thankfully, 
there is no need to form any armies ... ) 

·American Philatelic Society Rep: Kar<!n 
Weig! - Handle WFSC chapter membership 
and correspondence matters. 
·Award Chairman: John Fagan - Maintain 
awards and ensure proper distribution. 

·BLUE BOOK Coordinator: Brian Liedtke 
- Prepare and disseminate updated WFSC 
BLUE BOOK pages as needed. 
·Bylaws Committee: Chrmn. Karen Weig!, 
and others as needed - Periodically review 
existing bylaws and standing rules , 
recommend amendments to reflect changing 
times and functions of the WFSC and 
considering proposed amendments. 
·Club Trivia Contest: Mary Ann Bowman -
Author and judge of the annual Spring club 
activity. 

·Committee on Exhibitions: Chrmn, Robert 
Matzek, Dwane Kaplenk, Al Marcus - Serve 
as counsel to WISCOPEX host clubs and 
periodically review and update the Rules for 
Annual Exhibitions (BLUE BOOK). 
·Corporate Registered Agent: Karen Weigt 
- Files annual WFSC incorporation reports. 
·Cover Exchange Program: Mary Ann 
Bowman - Publicize the annual nation-wide 
program and handle cover exchanges. 
·Finance Committee: Chrmn. Deanna 
Juhnke, Paul T Schroeder, Fred Ziemann -
Review annual , project and newsletter 
budgets, maintain inventory control, and make 
financial recommendations to the Executive 
Board. 

·Hall of Fame Committee: Chrmn. Verna 
Shackleton, Frank Moertl , Tim Wait -
Publicize the WFSC Wisconsin Philatelic Hall 
of Fame, seek and screen nominations, and 
ensure the Hall of Fame functions and formal 
inductions are handled in an orderly 
respectable fashion. 

·Historian: Verna Shackleton - Gather and 
maintain the historical files and WFSC 
memorabilia. 
·Judging Committee: Chrmn. Frank Moertl , 
Rob Henak, Yem Witt - Maintain a listing of 
WFSC judges and apprentices, provide judges 
and judging guidelines for local WFSC 
member club shows, recruit and train new 
judges, and provide awards criteria and 
current judging sheets. 
·Newsletter -
Editor: Ken Grant (through December 2003), 
Ted Gifford (beginning January 2003) 
Produce Across the Fence Post and maintain 
the WFSC Show Calendar and Registry. 
Ad Manager: Dave Camey - Solicit ads and 
handle associated monetary matters. 
Distributor: Charles Shoemaker - Mails each 
issue of ATFP to the WFSC membership. 
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October 11 
STAMP AND POSTCARD SHOW 

Monroe Stamp and Postcard Club 
Monroe Junior High School, 1510 13th 
St., Monroe, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. (Contact 

Dwane Kaplenk, PO Box 230 I, Rockford, 
IL 61131 - 815-398-0813 

rockaires@x\a.com 

March 13-14, 04 
ROCKFORD '04 

Rockford Stamp Club, Forrest Hills 
lodge, 9500 Forest Hills Rd ., Rockford, 
IL (Contact Dwane Kaplenk, P. 0. Box 
2301, Rockford, IL 61131-- 815-398-

0813, rockaires@xta.com) 

October 25-26 
TOSAPEX '03 

Wauwatosa Philatelic Society 
St Aloysius Gonzaga Hall, 1435 So. 92nd 

St, West Allis (Contact John Fagan, 
Wl40N7470 lilly Rd., Menomonee Falls, 

WI 53051 -- 262-251-0617, 
faganfalls@aol.com 

March 20, 2004 
BAYPEX '04 

Green Bay Philatelic Society 
Ramada Inn Green Bay, 2750 Ramada 

Way, Green Bay(Contact Gordon 
Lindner, I 002 Amberly Tr., Green Bay, 

WI 54311 -- 920-465-6692) 

Gaffney (stehlee@aoLcom) .•--
Cooney Num~fi't8tnits· • ~ 

' & l'hilatelists,~I.:td. 
Lake County Phll. Soc. 
Waukesha County PhD. Soc, 

. CENT. REGI? N,_VP, 
1 

CENT, REGION YJ> : 
ond du Lac Stamp.Club .}lin J'ohuson (jrjtor@aol.co~) 
• Kettle Moraine Coin & stamp Club Cent;ral Wisconsin Stamp Club 
Manitowoc Phil. Soc. Chippewa Valley stamp Club 

, Oshkosh PhlL Soc. Northwoods Stamp & Coln Club 
,Upon PhlL Soc. ,~ (Rhinelander) 

Wtsconsln Valley Philatelic Soc. , 

2 Oct. 2003 

February 8, 2004 
Annual Exhibition and Bourse 

Janesville Stamp Club 
Holiday Inn, 1-90 & Rt 14 Janesville! 
(Contact Dwane Kaplenk, P. 0. Box 

2301, Rockford, IL 61131-- 815-398-
0813, rockaires@xta.com) 

February 8, 2004 
Annual Exhibition and Bourse 

Janesville Stamp Club 
Holiday Inn, 1-90 & Rt 14 Janesville! 
(Contact: Dwane Kaplenk, P. 0. Box 

2301, Rockford, IL 61131-- 815-398-
0813, rockaires@xta.com) 

Apr. 24-25, 2004 
WISCOPEX '04 

Iola Old Car Show Activity Center, 
130 Jenson Dr., Iola (Contact Maurice 

Wozniak, N8275 County Rd. G., Iola, WI 
54945 .• 715-445-2777, 

wozniakmns@gglbbs.com 

February 15, 2004 
CENWISPEX 

Central Wisconsin Stamp Club 
Elks Club, 1132 Clark St, Stevens Point 

(Contact J. D. Hanville, P.O. Box 845, 
Stevens Point, WI 54481 -- 715-341-

1111, jadeco@charter.net) 

April 3, 2004 
DANEPEX '04 

Badger Stamp Club 
Madison location To Be Determined 

(Contact John Pare, 7834 E. Oakbrook 
Cir., Madison, WI 53717 --608-829-

2988, msjpsp@chorus.net) 

May 15, 2004 
OUTAPEX 

Outagamie Philatelic Society 
Columbus Club, 253 I N. Richmond St, 
Appleton(Contact Al Harcus, P.O. Box 
11, Appleton, WI 54912 -· 920-725-

0798, maryj@vbe.com) 

0 
ACROSS THE FENCE POST is the official publication 
of the Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs, Inc., a 
501 (c)(3) non-profit organization and life member of the 
APS since 1953. For WFSC membership information, 

contact the Central Office. 
ATFP is published monthly Sept.-Apr.; bimonthly May-Aug. News 

of Wisconsin collectors, club news and gratis original articles related to 
philately are welcomed. The editor accepts submissions in any format, 
but reserves the right to make minor editing changes to conform with 
our style sheet. Material not carrying an individual copyright notice 
may be reproduced only by not-for-profit organizations, provided the 
author(s) and publication receive credit for any reprinted material. 
Unless explicitly stated by an officer in conjunction with official WFSC 
business, opinions expressed by individual authors are not necessarily 

endorsed by the WFSC. 

Submission deadlines are for the month preceding month of 
publication as follows: advertising-1st of the month; editorial 
matter-1st of the month. Send show calendar and club news to 
WFSC Secretary Karen Weigt (see "WFSC Officers" listing for 
address). Send all other editorial matter and listings to: Ken Grant, 

Editor, ATFP, El 1960 Kessler Rd., Baraboo, WI 53913 - phone 608-
356-7593, kgrant@uwc.edu. Send ads to: Dave Camey, Advertising 
Manager, ATFP. P.O. Box 55, Kimberly, WI 54136-0055 - phone 920-
687-9077,dcamey@new.rr.com. For a complete list of advertising rates 
and policies (display, classified and listings), see the July-August 2000 
issue of ATFP, or request a copy from the advertising manager. 
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Bv WFSC Sec10 Karen Weiqt 
4184 Rose Ct., Middleton, WI 53562 

Planning a program that requires member 

participation can be a foreboding hit-and-miss 

venture. Working with a popular subject, 

however, helps ensure at least some measure 

of success. This is what put the Waukesha 

County Philatelic Society's program titled 

"The Academy Awards of Stamp Collecting" 

in the Oscar-winning column. 

The club 's newsletter announcing the meeting 

program included a list of movie titles and the 

year each film received the Best Motion 

Picture of the Year Award, 1928 to date. 

Members were challenged to go through their 

collections and find a stamp that would best 

portray one of the movies. The stamp was 

mounted on a small file card with the name of 

the corresponding film and year it received 

the award. Participants prepared cards for as 

many movie titles as desired. The program 

was deemed a success when members showed 

up at the meeting bearing approximately 140 

cards! They were arranged by decades and 

votes were cast for the best stamp 

representation for each decade. 

Narrowing the field or providing suggestions 

sometimes helps promote participation. For 

instance, the Milwaukee Philatelic Society 

began assigning a specific topic to its monthly 

show-and-tell sessions. For the April meeting, 

members were asked to bring something that 

reminds them of spring. The May topic was 

fine arts; June was freedom; and for August, 

an item showing a non-philatelic use of a 

stamp. 

By the way, MPS is promoting its annual 

November bus trip to CHICAGOPEX. 

Contact any member for information on how 

you can be included on the passenger list. 

What others are doing 

The American Topical Association Chapter 

5 (Milwaukee) now offers an incentive award 

for exhibitors at National Topical Stamp 

Show. Award criteria were established and the 

group purchased a 10-year supply of ribbons 

inscribed with the chapter name, the letters 

NTSS and year date. The actual award is an 

engraved magnifying glass. The first award 

was presented at NTSS 2003 held in Denver 

this past June. 

Officers re-elected to lead the Kenosha 

Stamp and Cover Club are: Pres. Joseph 

Renkas and VP Serge Logan. The KSCC's 

April meeting featured a travelogue in the 

form of a slide show of a member's trip to 

China. It was complemented with slides of 

related stamps and covers issued by the 

People 's Republic of China. 

The Central Wisconsin Stamp Club 

(Stevens Point and Port Edwards) also did 

some stampin' around the world this year. In 

March, a CWSC member presented a 

program of his experiences as a resident of the 

island of Jersey. The program included a 

history of the Channel Islands and its postage 

stamps. 

In May, members of the Northwestern 

Mutual Stamp Club (Milwaukee) enjoyed 

one of their favorite programs, the annual 

peep quiz of U.S. new issues from the 

previous year. The club's June meeting 

program focused on Wisconsin first-day-of

issue items. 

Identifying those pesky U.S. definitive 

varieties has captured the interest of the 

Wisconsin Valley Philatelic Society 

(Wausau), which spent its June meeting on 

the subject. Earlier this year, members of the 

Northwoods Stamp and Coin Club 

(Rhinelander) studied these difficult issues 

with their own varieties guru. 

Janesville Stamp Club officers elected for 

the 2003-04 club year are: Pres. Gary 

Wentworth, VP Mel Steil, and Secy.-Treas. 

Dwane Kaplenk. 

Lal« Edgt Stamp Strvict (L.E.S.S) f & 
Robert T. Vou 

5333 Kevina Way 
Madison, WI 53 714 

leatamp1@lcharter.net 
(608) 221 · 2311 

Lot, of Worldwide Stamps A._ 
Bou1ht and Sold A I~ 

President's Message 
continued from p . 1 

Editorial Advisory Council: Chrmn. Karen 

Weigl, Mary Ann Bowman, Ken Grant - Set 

guidelines for the editor and serve as counsel 

to the editor. 
•Nominating Committee: Chrmn. Greg 

Schmidt, Paul T Schroeder, Al Marcus -

Canvass WFSC clubs for qualified candidates 

for the offices of president, VP, secretary, and 

treasurer. 
•Publicity and Public Relations Committee: 

co-Chrmn. Mary Ann Bowman and Karen 

Weigt - Promote a positive image of the 

WFSC using various methods. 

•Show/Bourse/Meeting Info Flier: Karen 

Weigt - Gather information and produce the 

annual flier. 
•Wisconsin on Stamps, 2•d Edition: Karen 

Weigl - Author and editor. 

·Webmaster: Jay Bigalke -- Maintains 

dozens of web pages and keeps 

WFSCStamps.org online. 

·Wisconsin Stamp Suggestion Committee: 

Chrmn. Jay Bigalke - Prepare letters of 

opinion to the U.S. Postal Service, research 

potential Wisconsin-related stamp subjects, 

submit correspondence to various officials 

(including the Citizens' Stamp Advisory 

Committee) to promote Wisconsin-related 

U.S . Postal Service iss1,1es. 

WFSC Announcements 
COVER EXCHANGE 

The WFSC is again sponsoring a nationwide 

cover exchange program in which all stamp 

clubs, philatelic organizations, and individuals 

may participate. This is an opportunity for 

clubs with leftover show, commemorative and 

first-day covers to reduce their inventory by 

exchanging them for different covers for use 

as club auction ittms, door prizes or gifts. 

The exchange offer expires October 31, 

2003, with returns being made to participants 

by mid-November. Participants must submit 

IO all-alike covers and a large 60¢ SASE. In 

exchange, eight different covers will be sent 

back. (The extra covers will be used for the 

WFSC's youth program.) 

Only unaddressed cacheted covers bearing 

either pictorial or first-day cancels can be 

submitted and they must be no larger than the 

standard No. 6-3/4 envelope. A maximum of 

20 covers can be submitted, and the cover 

exchange program coordinator reserves the 

right to return covers considered 

unsatisfactory for exchange. 

To participate, send your covers and a 60¢ 

SASE to: WFSC, P.O. Box 1451 , Waukesha, 

WI 53187. 

Across the Fence Post -------------------------------------
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By Paul T. Schroeder. Oshkosh 
Philattelic Society 

Having Fun with Third-Class Mail 
Third-Class mail dates from 1863 when 

the Post Office Department placed all 
services into three categories. The Post 
Office designated First-Class for letters and 
Second-Class for newspapers. Third-Class 

was a catch-all class used by individuals 
and business firms . This article is not 
designed to be a technical study, but rather 
an introduction to Third-Class mail as an 
interesting collectable. 

Former Postmaster Gene;al Marvin 
Runyon is given credit for Third-Class 
mail's current name-Standard Mail, in use 
since January 200 I, which was changed 
from "Standard Mail (A)" in use since July 
1996. The name "Standard Mail (A) was 
not liked by postal employees, and never 
understood by the general public. Even 
business mailers using that class of service 
found it easier to call it "bulk business 
mail" or just "bulk mail." 

The general public knows it by a different 
name, calling it "junk mail." I'm sure there 
isn't a person who doesn't know that term, 
but you are hearing it used less by postal 
employees. In 2002, Standard Mail was the 
second largest revenue segment for the 
USPS and its employees know it is a large 
contributor to their work load and pay 
checks. I know from my working days in 
the book publishing field that sales 
generated from our direct mail were 
important to my firm's business success. 
New employees at our firm quickly learned 
that we didn't call it "junk mail." 

In 1999, Standard Mail was segregated 
such that the general public no longer used 
this class. Prior to that, the public used it 
for small packages up to one pound, and 

could send envelopes, with some restrictions, 
at Third-Class rates, which for years were 
about half First-Class rates. This was most 
evident for the mailing of Christmas cards, 
which could be sent at different times for !-

cent, I ½-cents, 

•

or 2-cents each. 
:::::::::._- -, In general the 
:::::=:.::::: ;,_- ;rules were no 
_::::: fotter enclosed 

and the flap 
tucked in. Only 
your signature 
personalized the 
greeting. These 
lower rates ended 
in late 1967 
when First and 
Third-Class rates 
were the same 
for the first few 
ounces. Covers 

showing this use are still fairly common in 
dealer stocks. 

It is interesting to watch mail being taken 
out of post office boxes. The decision is 
quickly made as to what mail has importance 
and which mail can be deposited in the waste 
basket before departing. Matching direct mail 
to the right customer is not as easy as it may 
at first appear. The more successful 
companies do it better than most. As 
marketing costs and postage rates go up, I'm 
always thinking I'll get less bulk mail.. .but 
that hasn't happened yet! 

The rate chart for Standard Mail today 
includes several hundred different rates, 
broken down into two major areas : Regular 
(commercial firms) and Non-profit mailers. 
The next breakdown is by type: letters that 
can be machine processed, and non-letters 
that often need hand processing. Even this is 
changing as new 
processing 
equipment is now 
being installed 
that can work with 
larger and heavier 
matter. A further 
breakdown is for 
items less than 3.3 
ounces and items 
over that weight. 
Then lower rates 
are offered based 
on additional 
work-sharing done · 

by the mailer. Those with small quantities 
often pay the post office to do most of the 
sorting, but larger mailers can do sorting in
house for less expense. They deliver the mail 
to the post office in some cases sorted ready 
for the carrier to take on the street without 
additional work. You cannot look at most 
Standard Mail today and know for sure what 
rate postage was paid. Three or four variables 
apply to any mailing. 

Items posted today can have the postage 
paid in three basic ways: Non-denominated 
stamps, pre-printed indicia, and meter indicia. 
Of course, the meter imprint tells you how 
much was paid and will let you find the rate 
on the chart. Even this is not always true, at 
times the same rate may apply to similar, but 
notjdemical mailings. 

Starting in 1974, a 6.3-cent stamp was 
issued for bulk mailings. These stamps with a 
decimal point in the value expanded into the 
transportation series of coil stamps, and are a 
help, but not a guarantee, of being able to date 
bulk mailings. As postage rates were adjusted 
and new rate stamps not ready, a new variety 
of mail came into play. Collectors started 
calling it "false franking." The USPS allowed 
the use of old rate stamps after the new rate 
was effective and the difference in postage 
was paid by the sender at the time of mailing. 

I have seen estimates that as much as 40% 
of bulk mail is never opened. Interestingly, 
people in the industry claim mail with postage 
paid with stamps is more likely to be opened. 
This means the USPS has an on-going market 
for its non-denominated stamps. They have 
even taken the suggestion to make these 
stamps more colorful and change the designs 
on a regular basis. 

Appreciating and collecting Third-Class 
mail has several challenges not always found 
with First-Class mail. By design, modem 
bulk mail stamps require no canceling and no 
postmark showing a date. Even in earlier 
periods, stamped Third-Class mail could have 
the stamp cancelled, but with the date slugs 

BOXHOLDER 
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removed. Early pre-cancelled stamps also 
required no postmark showing the date. 
Meter indicia also required no dating. Placing 
a date on items is a detective challenge 
accepted by all. Starting points include 
identifying the stamp and its proper period of 
use, or the use period of stamped envelopes . 
Having your postal history find include the 
contents often provides dating. A study of the 
rate structure through the years will give you 
a general idea that can be refined by checking 
a rate reference source. 

Rate reference books have been published a 
number of times . Some early efforts only 
covered First-Class rates. A 1956 Post Office 
Department publication covered the early days 
of Third-Class rates. (This booklet has been 
privately reprinted.) The big break come in 
1924 with the publication of U.S. Domestic 
Postal Rates, 1872-1933, by Henry W. 
Beecher and Anthony S. Wawrukiewicz. It 
has been up-dated with rates through 1999 
and on the internet with rate changes to 2002. 
This book combines text material , rate charts 
and illustrations to tell the story of each class 
and every sub-class of mail in use. Although 
the book looks imposing, seldom do you need 
more than ten pages to isolate a rate and 
period of use. Each section has complete 
source references and enough footnotes that 
cover the exceptions that can make a search 
just a little maddening. The 1999 edition has 
added information in the form of an appendix 
covering payment of postage by meter stamps 
and permit imprints . I feel in just a few short 
years this publication has become the 
reference source of choice. 

I have made the switch from collecting only 
stamps to studying postal history. The 
challenge is to take what at first glace is an 
ordinary item of mail and try to tell its story 
from placement in the mail to proper delivery. 
Answering questions on what class of mail 
was it and was proper postage paid. Other 
questions revolve around if it was handled "by 
the book" or did something happen to cause 
extra postal markings to be placed on it. You 
even get luck now and then with items getting 
postmarked with a date by mistake. 

Today, the USPS is upgrading its buildings 
with space called the Bulk Mail Acceptance 
Unit. The unit employees are the gate keepers 
who control the flow of Standard Mail into 
the mail processing stream. They process the 
forms , track the payment of postage, and 
review to see that each mailing conforms to 
the regul ations that apply. These workers are 
not seen by the general public , but are 
appreciated by the person at your church or 
club that gets the monthly newsletter out. 
They also deal with the mailer who backs a 

semi-trailer to the dock with a hundred 
thousand copies of your grocery store sale 
flier. With a lot of effort that direct mail item 
with the sale prices starting on Thursday will 
be in your mail box on Tuesday or Wednesday. 

For your Information: Henry W. Beecher 
and Anthony S. Wawrukiewicz 's U.S. 
Domestic Postal Rates, 1872-1999, 2nd edition 
is still available from your philatelic book 
dealer or direct from the publisher- Cama 
Publishing Company, P. 0 . Box 19730155, 
Portland, OR 97280. It's $44.00 price 
includes postage for the soft-bound or $55 .00 
for the hard-bound. 

WFSC Announcements 
A THANK-YOU TO THE WAUWATOSA 
PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

The WFSC very much appreciates the 
WPS 's participation in the ATFP page
sponsorship program (see bottom ofp. I) . 

All WFSC clubs and individuals who are 
members in good standing of a WFSC club 
are welcome to become an ATFP page 
sponsor. To do so, send $25 per issue to: Ken 
Grant, Editor, ATFP, E 11960 Kessler Rd., 
Baraboo, WI 53913. 

CALL FOR HALL OF FAME 
NOMINATIONS 

Nominations are now being accepted for the 
2004 Wisconsin Philatelic Hall of Fame. The 
deadline is December 31, 2003 . 
Qualifications required of nominees are: (I) 
contributions of a purely local club nature 
shall not be the sole reason for selection to the 
Hall of Fame; and (2) a deceased philatelist 
may not be nominated or considered for 
selection until three years after his/her death. 

Send your nomination(s) together with a 
statement identifying the nominee, a short 
philatelic biography, and the reasons why that 
person should be selected for the Wisconsin 
Philatelic Hall of Fame to: Karen Weigt, 
Secy., WFSC, 4184 Rose Ct. , Middleton, WI 
53562-4339. 

Only WFSC member clubs may submit 
nominations, and each nomination must be 
seconded by two other member clubs. The 
nominating club is responsible for making 
arrangements with the seconding clubs to 
provide those seconds. The nomination and 
seconds should be sent to the WFSC secretary 
in one mailing. 

DAVE CARNEY NEW ATFP AD 
MANAGER 

Dave Carney, of Dave's Stamps, was 
appointed on June 30, 2003 , to serve as ATFP 

Ad Manager. Effective immediately, send ads 
to Dave Carney, P.O. Box 55, Kimberly, WI 
54136-0055, phone 920-687-9077, e-mail 
dcamey l@new.rr.com. 

The WFSC extends a most hearty thank-you 
to outgoing Ad Manager Dwane Kaplenk for 
his dedicated service in this position. The 
WFSC values all of its volunteers. 

CLUB MAILING LIST 
An updated 2003 WFSC member club 

mailing list is available for direct-mail club 
show/event publicity purposes. Request a 
copy from : WFSC Central Office and 
Secretary, Karen Weigt (address shown above 
and on p. 2). The list is for WFSC member 
club use only. 

Last Call on Christmas/ 
Holiday 
Ads 
Now! 

We ' ll 
design one 
full -page 
Christmas/Holiday ad. For just $7.50, we'll 
list your name as a sponsor of this page. We 
invite all clubs, dealers, individuals, etc. , to 
participate. 

Support this newsletter! Send your $7.50 
together with how you want your name (only) 
listed to: Dave Carney, ATFP Ad Mgr. , P.O. 
Box 55, Kimberly, WI 54136-0055. Make 
checks payable to WFSC. 
Deadline: November 1, 2003. 

CLUB NEWS 
FOND DU LAC STAMP CLUB SELLING 
EXHIBIT FRAMES 
The FLSC wants to sell its 16-page frames 
constructed of half-inch plywood with one
by-four reinforcement on the back. The front 
of each frame is covered with four pieces of 
Plexiglas, each approximately 35 inches by 
18 inches and held in place with pieces of 
sheet metal screwed to the plywood. The 
frames sit on double-sided easels and hold 81 / 
2-by-11 -inch pages. The club has 12 frames 
and six easels. Contact: David Borchert, Fond 
du Lac Stamp Club, N7763 Lakeshore Dr., 
Fond du Lac, WI 54937, phone 920-921-
0526. 

KENOSHA STAMP AND COVER CLUB 
NAMES MEMBER OF THE YEAR 
Leonard Glass received the 2003 Jack Larsen 
Memorial Award. The award honors the 
KSCC's member of the year and is presented 
at the club 's annual spring banquet. 

Across the Fence Post -----------------------------------• 
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Bv WFSC VP Youth Division MaryAnn Bowman 
P.O. Box 1451. Waukesha, WI 53187 

Joining with Juniors 
New Books Promote the 
Hobby 

A new stamp collecting kit offered by the 
American Philatelic Society is a wonderful 
tool to use for introducing the stamp 
collecting hobby to youth. The spiral-bound, 
hardcover book written by Leslie Jonath, is 
titled Stamp It: The Ultimate Stamp 
Collecting Activity Book. The I 00 page 
book has a short, easy-to-read introduction 
( 12 pages) covering the basics of the hobby. 
The remainder of the book is filled with open
ended stamp collecting activities . Interesting 
facts are interspersed throughout this book 
that has color on every page. 

The activity section of the book is divided 
into five categories: "Tell Your Story with 
Stamps," "Our World in Stamps," "A Few of 
My Favorite Things!" "The Art of Stamps," 
and "Crafts to Make and Games to Play." 
There is much flexibility in the way this book 
can be used. The activities are such that any 
assortment of stamps can be used as a starter 
toward completing the activities. 

The book concludes with a resource section 
listing philatelic organizations, stamp 
collecting publications, sources of supplies, 
and web sites to explore. 

Wi thin the book is a zippered pouch which 
stores some of the other essentials for the 
hobbyist: hinges, tongs, magnifying glass, 
perforation gauge, glassine envelopes, as well 
as a packet of mint US stamps, foreign 
stamps, and two first day covers. Two manila 
stock cards are even bound into the 7 ½ x 9 
inch book. 

The book appeals to kids in the 8 to 12 year 
range. It is available postpaid for $16.95 
from the APS. I have also seen it at the 

U.S. & WORLDWIDE 
STAMP COLLECTIONS 

Call - Len or Lydia Farrell 
708-387-0339 or 708-485-7144 
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Box 907, Shtboyiin, wt 53082. 

Barnes and Noble stories. It may be available 
elsewhere. The ISBN number is 0-8118-
3331-3 . 

While at the National Topical Stamp Show, I 
became aware of another new book that can 
be used to introduce the hobby. Titled U.S. 
Stamps: Collect All 50 States , it features the 
Greetings from America stamps. The book's 
cover is actually a tri-fold which when opened 
up has plastic pockets into which the 
Greetings stamps might be inserted. A small 
40-page paperback book serves as a collecting 
guide offering a short history of stamps, a 
diagram identifying the main parts of a stamp, 
philatelic terms, how to get started, the 
different types of stamps, caring for stamps 
grading and value of stamps, as well as 
showing a few rare US stamps. The second 
halfof the book pictures each of the 50 
Greetings stamps alphabetically by state and 
includes the nickname, capital, statehood year, 
and a brief written description of the stamp 's 
design. 

This full-color book measures 6 by 9 inches 
and is stored as a separate entity within the 
confines of the tri-fold outer cover. 
Interestingly, the cover was made in China, 
the book printed in Canada, and it was 
assembled in the United States. Retailing at 
$8.99, it was published by Tangerine Press, an 
imprint of Scholastic, Inc . The ISBN is 0-
439-52072-X. It is my understanding that the 
book was available through the Scholastic 
Book Fairs commonly held as school fund 
raisers. 

Order these books now and they should 
arrive in time for the upcoming holiday 
season. Give the gift of stamps and encourage 
your young collector to read about our 
wonderful hobby. 

UNIVERSITY COIN, STAMP & JEWELRY 
6801 University Ave. • Middleton, WI 53562 

DENNIS LEMKE 608-831-1277 
Owner FAX 608-831--0821 

MARSHALL IS., MICRONESIA, PALAU, DISNEY 
CWS, HARRIS, MINKUS, SCOTT, & MORE 

RFW STAMPS & SUPPLIES 
NEW ISSUE SERVICE - STAMP COLLECTING SUPPLIES 

DICK WESTERLING 
763-545-6655 

Email: rfwstampsOonrampinc.net 
OFFICE HOURS BY APPOINTMENT 

765 WINDEMERE DRIVE PLYMOUTH, MN. 55441 -5853 

Plan to Attend 

WISCOPEX 104 

WISCONSIN 
POSTAL HISTORY 

TOPICAL COVERS 
FIRST DAY COVERS 

U.S. POSTAL HISTORY 

ROCK AIRES 
P.O. Box 2301, Rockford, IL 61131 

rockaires@xta.com 

STAMP SHOWS 
Gonzaga Hall • 92"' & Gree11jield • Milwaukee 
Exit 1-894 & Greenfield or 1-94 & 841

' Strut 

December 6-7 
Info: Terry Kurzinski 815-332-5599 • stampdlrl@aol.com 
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Peter D. Adamini 
1566 W. Mason St. at Beacon Center 

Green Bay, WI 54303 
Office: 920-499-6886 Home: 920-437-3477 

E-mail: pdadamini@msn.com 
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American Film Making 

The theme of this column and also the basis 
for the WFSC mini-exhibit pages is the 
inspiration provided by a set often stamps 
issued February 25 , 2003, in Beverly Hills , 
Californi a, to celebrate the 75 111 Anniversary 
of the Oscars. The self-adhesive pane 
honored parti cul ar 

areas of artistry and 

skill : prod uction , art 

d irecti on, 

c inematography, fil m 

editing, spec ial 

e ffec ts, sound, 

screenwriti ng, 

directing, costume design, music , and 
makeup . It is these many men and women 
"whose combined efforts bring 
entertainment- and art- to millions of 
moviegoers around the world." (USPS quote 
from the back of the Film Making sheet) 

The story of American film continues with 
stamps from the Silent Screen era (#2819-
2828) with the likes of Rudolph Valentino, 
Clara Bow, and Charlie Chaplin, to name just 
a few. 

The Golden Age of Hollywood is generally 
considered to be between 
1930 and 1945 when movies 
"came of age." Hollywood 
had mastered the art of 

making "talkies" and 

produced high quality 

pictures . Most films were 
· shot in black and white, but a 

growing number used 
Technicolor. A setenant block of four stamps 
(#2445-2448) honored the 1939 Oscar 
winners on the Classic Films issue. 

Animation is well- , ~~-~ • • • • • • • • ◄ 
represented with stamps ' l 
honoring Disney. Walt ' l 
appears on # 1355 and the ~ ~ 
2004 schedule of new 1 
stamp releases hints at l 
additional philatelic l 
recognition. The Warner : 1/ 1 

Brothers have already seen : ;; . ·;: ••••••••• ) 
their well-loved characters 
(Bugs Bunny, Sylvester & Tweety, Daffy 
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Duck, Road Runner & Wile E. Coyote, and 
Porky Pig) honored on stamp issues. 

The Legends of Hollywood series depicting 
the likes of Marilyn Monroe, James Dean, 
Humphrey Bogart, and others also deserve a 
spot in your collection. The selvage of these 

~~w~· : sheets adds to the actors' / 
_. .... ,. .. Cf'~ : actresses ' story and 

· : should be considered a 

: collectible part of the 
: sheet. 

: Different genres of 
: movies can also be 

: considered. Many are 
.. .. ... • • •"' .. ... v '"' , "' • " ~ represented on US stamp 
issues. Comedy with the likes ofW.C. Fields, 
Laurel and Hardy, Fanny Brice, and Abbott & 
Costello should be considered. The Musical 
is another art form that has been filmed. 
Cons ider addi ng Okl ahoma, Show Boat, 
Porgy and Bess , and My Fair Lady to you r 
movie collec ti on. 

Stamps have honored Hollywood 
Composers (#3339-3344) and the Broadway 
Songwriters (#3345-3350). 

One need not confine their American Film 
Making collection to just US stamps. Many 
foreign countries have gotten into the act and 
have issued stamps that would help to tell 
your story. 

It is not too late to find your club's mini
exhibit pages and begin to put together a 
display of American movie culture. Share 
your pages with others through library 
displays. Your exhibit just might attract a 
new collector to our hobby . 

Stamps - Covers - Postcards 
Want lists Welcomed 
Specializing in U.S. 

DAVE'S STAMPS 
P.O.Boxss 

Kimberly, WI S41J6-00SS 
Om Crn,y, APS, WPHS 920-637-9077 
706 Lui Way, Kimborly, WI 54136 lwuyl @uw.rr.com 

Wauwatosa Philatelic Society 
presents 

TOSAPEX 2003 
October 25-26 
Gonzaga Hall 

92nd Street and Greenfield 

Saturday - 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Sunday-10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Dealer Bourse 
Stamp Exhibits 
Postal Station 

Commemorative Cacheted Cover 
Special Show Cancel 

Free Parking 
Wheelchair Accessible 

Contact: WPS, P.O. Box 13102, Wauwatosa, WI 53213 
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Back Roads of Philately 

Bv Russell White, Wisconsin 
Postal History Societv 

Did your Specimen Die of a Forgery, or 
was there Proof? 

Canada 

adopted the 

effective July 
1,1859. 
Decimal 

currency 

stamps began 
appearing at that time. Other colonies 
adopted the decimal system later. Nova 
Scotia and New Brunswick switched 
currency late in 1859, but stamps were not 
available in Nova Scotia until October I, 
1860. In today's jet era, it is hard to 
remember that it often took weeks for mail 
and stamp supplies to arrive from the 

Gulf War Mail Sent to 
Wisconsin 
Bv Richard Granger and Ken 
Grant11 Baraboo Area Stamp Club 

Wisconsin has its share of soldiers 
serving in Iraq and Kuwait, and it stands to 

reason that as a result, some postal history 
with a Wisconsin connection would be 
produced. The cover illustrated here was 
mailed from Kuwait by Edward Ferguson 

printer. Perkins, Bacon printed the 1851 
sterling issue in England, but for the 1860 
issue, the authorities turned to American Bank 
Note Company in New York City. 

The design had to be approved by various 
officials, both in England and then the 
province before it could be finally printed. An 
essay was made depicting the design. When 
approvals for the overall design were received, 
preparations began in earnest. A die was 
prepared for use. This master would later be 
copied to produce the plate of 100 images 
used to print the sheets of stamps. Printings 
are often made as work progresses on the die. 
Finally a die proof is made, usually in black, 
and approval sought to proceed to the next 
step. Printed on india paper, the die proof is 
often mounted on card to protect it. Since 
multiple officials need to see the proofs, often 
several proof strikes are made. Shown is a cut 
down die proof of the issue. 

Once approval is obtained, a color must be 
chosen. Usually several colors were tried and 
the authorized official(s) asked to select the 
color for the issued stamps . Sometimes, a 
number of sheets were printed, and some were 

to his father Dick, a Portage, Wisconsin US 
Postal Service employee. 

Apparently, paper and envelopes were hard 
to find in Kuwait before the invasion of Iraq, 
but the military had no shortage of cardboard. 
Marine Sgt. Ferguson's postcard to his family 

lk-;:!'7vr,~u1 '.J· 
·--f~--J[). E. {flJ<W,,,f ~ 

· t,1,,j·:;;i r ~~~'!-

was created from a cardboard box that 
contained bottles of water. The marines 
received supplies of water bottled in Kuwait, 
hence the Arabic on the reverse of the card. 

overprinted SPECIMEN . In Nova Scotia 's 
case, Four different typefaces were used for 
overprinting, three on one sheet. A block 
showing three different typefaces is shown. 
Once the stamps color is chosen, production 
begins, and the result is a stamp ready for use. 
Well, almost. Minor changes may be made to 
the sheet size, perforations get applied to the 
printed sheet and gum applied. In the 1860s, 
variations occurred. Two papers were used for 
all values, toned (yellowish) and white. Two 
perforation machines were used on many 
stamps, but occasional ad hoc changes were 
made to fix individual sheets. And that's just 
the real stamps ! 

With any issue, there may be forgers . This 
"stamp" purports to be a 
pecimen of Nova Scotia, 
ut the poor printing alone 
akes deception unlikely. 
he original stamps were 
ngraved by ABNC; the 
orgeries lithographed by 
rancois Fournier and 
ffered in sets of six. 

Canadian stamps have 
been used in Nova Scotia since 1868. 

Sgt. Ferguson reported that it took about a 
month for his mail to catch up to him after his 
deployment. Once the US established its base 
at the Bagdad airport, mail started to arrive 
more regularly. He didn't know where the 
mail was postmarked or shipped out, but 
anytime the unit stopped, headquarters would 
hang a bag for mail. 

The Portage Wisconsin Post Office honors 
its local soldiers by hanging a photograph of 
each soldier currently deployed in the Middle 
East. When the local soldiers return home, 
they have the opportunity to take down their 
photographs . Sgt. Ferguson had the 
opportunity to do so with his dad. 

Closed Album 
Carl A. Sandine, Kenosha Stamp and Cover 

Club Vice President, died July 12 at age 75 at 
Hospitality Nursing and Rehabilitation Center. 

Carl had served as VP for programs for eigh 
years, arranging for the special American 
Philatelic Society slide shows and arranging 
other events for the club. He was an avid 
,tamp collector, specializing in United States 
ssues. He was voted the Jack Larsen Member 
of the Year in 2001 . 

He worked for 30 years as an architect with 
he U.S. Navy, the U.S. Forestry Service and 
he Environmental Protection Agency. 


