OCTOBER 2018 VOL. 40, ISSUE 9

Newsletter of the Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs

Across the Fencepost

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
KAREN WEIGT
HAMVENTION & EVENT COVERS was produced by the Dayton (Ohio) Stamp
Club. They certainly should have known
that a cancel on an under-franked item is
contrary to Postal Service regulations.

Every year in May my husband joins a carpool of
ham radio buddies for a
trip to Dayton, Ohio. Their I went to the Dayton Stamp Club website
destination is Hamvention, and clicked on their “Dayton Hamvention”
a three-day amateur radio tab. It brought up the following: “An annual event hosted each May by the Dayton
event comparable to our American Phila- Amateur Radio Association in Dayton, OH.
The Dayton Stamp Club will be selling lotelic Society StampShow. This year he
returned home with a thinking-of-you gift, cally designed postal covers and cachets
with the Hamvention theme. These items
an event cover from Hamvention 2017.
(At the time he inadvertently encountered are perfect event souvenirs. For event dethe sales table, he was told the 2018 co- tails, visit www.hamvention.org. Find us
vers were not yet available. They were in located alongside the USPS BOOTH. See
you there!”
the process of being cancelled.)
He said he paid $4 for the cover and
thought I might like it for my stamp collection. I graciously thanked him and soon
noted the illegal U.S. Postal Service cancel
dated May 20, 2017, on a lone 5-cent
stamp. The first-class letter rate in May
2017 was 49 cents. Then I noted the cover

The webpage showed examples of two
Hamvention covers from prior years. Each
was franked with the 5-cent Amateur Radio stamp plus a flag stamp to meet the
appropriate postage rate. On these covers,
however, the cancel did not hit the flag
stamp. I’m still wondering how under-

franking and accepted cancel misses
could happen with their club booth
“alongside the USPS booth.”
All in all, though, I have a thoughtful gift
from my husband. I also have an introductory story about event covers in general. With the fall show season in full
swing we’re seeing a new flood of event
covers. We’re also often questioning why
the bother of producing them and who
really wants them.
They do serve a purpose. Most importantly, they document an event and
become a part of the event sponsor’s
history. They often portray a theme that
draws attention to something or someone of historical significance or local interest. They can serve as an item to
attract the general public to the hobby,
and sales sometimes bring in a bit of income.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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EDITOR’S LETTER
ALEX GILL, EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
I recently returned from the
annual APS StampShow held in
Columbus, Ohio, this year. I
have had the opportunity to
attend every American Philatelic Society (APS) summer show
since 2011, which was also held
in Columbus, Ohio. Of all the APS shows I have attended, I felt
this show was one of the better ones as clear efforts were made
to attract non-collectors. By making the show themed around
dragons, accompanied with the new Dragons forever stamps as
well as various staff dressed in costume, I felt the show was well
-equipped in capturing the attention of outsiders. Also, I enjoyed
the castle-themed Post Office booth in which one would enter a
makeshift castle to purchase stamps as well as obtain cancellations. Since October is National Stamp Collecting Month and in
order to capture the attention of non-collectors, it is critical we
as philatelists seek out ways to make collecting increasingly relevant in todays society, just like what was done in Ohio.
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Across the Fence Post is the official publication of the Wisconsin Federation of
Stamp Clubs, Inc., a 501(c)3 non-profit organization. WFSC also is a life member
of the APS (since 1953). For more information about WFSC, please visit the
website, www.wfscstamps.org.

Sincerely,

ATFP is published monthly September through April, and every other month
May through August (10 issues per year). News of Wisconsin collectors, club
news and other gratis original philatelic features are welcomed. The editor
accepts submissions in any format, but prefers email if possible. The editor
reserves the right to make editorial changes to submitted copy. Material appearing in ATFP not carrying an individual copyright notice may be reproduced
only by not-for-profit organizations, provided the author(s) and ATFP receive
credit or attribution. All materials carrying an individual copyright notice are the
sole property of the author(s).

Alex Gill
Editor-in-Chief, Across the Fence Post
Email: algill737@gmail.com

Unless explicitly stated by an officer in conjunction with official WFSC business,
opinions expressed by the editor or individual authors are not necessarily endorsed by the WFSC. Submission deadlines for editorial and advertising materials are the 1st of the month preceding month of publication (i.e. Jan. 1 for Feb.
issue). Editorial matter should be sent to: Alex Gill, Editor ATFP, 709 Route 52,
Apt. 6, Beacon, NY 12508. Phone: 262-343-6467 (algill737@gmail.com). Send
advertising material to John St. Onge, Advertising Manager, ATFP, P.O. Box 123,
Wales, WI 53183-0123. Phone 262-893-5210 (jcstonge@gmail.com). For a complete list of advertising rates and policies (display, classified, and listings), request a copy from the advertising manager.

The castle-themed Post Office booth at APS StampShow
2018 (Photo: Alex Gill).
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CLUB CONNECTIONS
MARYANN BOWMAN, WAUKESHA COUNTY PHILATELIC SOCIETY
Many WFSC clubs are just getting back into their regular collecting season after a summer reprieve. One club, the Sheboygan Stamp Club, offered a youth stamp camp during the
summer. The program was planned with the assistance of the
Cascade Post Office and Kaye Kiebasa and held in neighboring
Sheboygan Falls.
Eight youth were involved in a day of learning about stamp collecting with Sheboygan Stamp Club members showing them
what a stamp is, how to soak stamps from paper (for the older
stamps), how to store them or mount them in albums, and other basics of the hobby. The kids designed stamps that were
hung in the post office window. They played some games that
made the kids look at various stamp albums that club members
brought along. From first-day cover collections, they learned
about U.S. presidents. Participants created stories by mounting
stamps on special pages. They hunted through piles of stamps
to find illustrations of people, places, and things to incorporate
into their story.
As an incentive, stamp bucks were earned for various things.
Doing a good job of asking and answering questions, finishing
projects, cleaning up, or paying attention resulted in earning
stamp bucks which were later used by the kids at the “store
table” to buy things that the club members had donated. A
light lunch was served during the day. It was reported that a
good time was had by all in attendance—youth and adults
alike.
Milcopex 2018 is history now and the planning stages for 2019
have already begun.

It is important that even if you did not attend, you appreciate
the importance of keeping national-level shows alive and functioning. Milcopex is sponsored by the Milwaukee Philatelic Society (MPS), but they alone do not “make” the show. The show
would not be able to function as well as it does without the help
of many volunteers—there are no paid positions, unlike the APS
Stampshow. It is the host club that absorbs any losses and uses
any profits as seed money for the next show. Help from several
Milwaukee-area clubs, as well as volunteers who do not belong
to any local organized philatelic society, are committee members, help to set up and take down exhibit frames, mount the
exhibits, monitor the welcoming table and aid in silent auctions
and monitoring presentations, etc.
The newly revised website for Milcopex has been created and
updated by a non-MPS member. Some of the hardest working
volunteers have the heavy-duty work of setting up and taking
down frames—and some of them are not MPS members. It is
true that Milwaukee serves a large metropolitan area and can
call on members from other local clubs such as the Waukesha
County Philatelic Society and American Topical Association
(ATA) #5 for volunteers and many members answer the call. If
you would like to show your support for the 2019 show, and to
get involved, it’s not too early. For further information, please
contact me.
Sincerely,
MaryAnn Bowman, Vice-President, Youth Division
P.O. Box 1451 Waukesha, WI 53187, maryann15b@mac.com
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE—CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Show covers are given to exhibitors as a token of appreciation for their
participation. They’re a remembrance item for those involved in the
planning and execution of the event. They’re good banquet mementos
and thinking-of-you items. Although they don’t rank high on the collectible list, there are some who collect particular event covers as a
following. Some follow the cachet or cancel artist. Some pursue event
covers for a topical collection, and some focus on the cancel location.
Some show-goers buy them simply to help support the show and then
donate them to a youth group or donation auction.
So, the next time you head off to a stamp show, you just might want
to buy the show’s cover. Consider some of the reasons mentioned
above. Or, for the spouse in doubt of your destination, the cover verifies it all. Sincerely, Karen Weigt
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WISCONSIN EXHIBITORS SWEEP
MINNESOTA SHOW
KAREN WEIGT
Two exhibitors from Wisconsin won top awards at the Minnesota Stamp Expo, held July 20-22, in Crystal, Minnesota. John
Paré, of Mount Horeb, Wis., won the Multi-frame Grand award
for his exhibit titled “The Development of Air Mail Service Between Bermuda and the U.S. 1925-1939.” Larry Nix, of Middleton, Wis., won the Single-frame Grand award for his exhibit
titled “Library Uses of Melvil Dewey’s Postal Card.” Both Paré
and Nix are members of the Badger Stamp Club (Madison).

FEDERATION NEWS
KAREN WEIGT

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING
The WFSC’s 2018 Summer Executive Board meeting was held
June 30 at the Altitude Restaurant, Crowne Plaza Milwaukee
Airport Hotel, Milwaukee, WI. Major agenda items discussed
and voted upon were as follows:
Treasurer’s Report - WFSC Treasurer Al Vick’s 2018 six-month
financial report ending June 30 showed a balance of
$11,179.92. This included $1,371.25 in the ATFP digitizing fund
which exceeded its fundraising goal of $1,000. A motion was
made and passed to proceed with phase 1 of the project to
digitize ATFP issues from the years 1979 through 2008. Any
funds leftover from phase 1 expenses will be set aside for
phase 2 of the project to digitize years 1932 through 1978.
Income from WISCOPEX ’18 silent donation sales was considerable at about $700, with more lots available. A motion was
made and passed to enter some higher priced lots at the MILCOPEX ’18 silent auction and save the remainder for WISCOPEX
’19. The Baraboo Area Stamp Club submitted its WISCOPEX ’18
financial report showing a $780.15 profit.
WISCOPEX 2019 (hosted by the Badger Stamp Club) – Karen
Weigt reported progress of planning on various aspects of the
show. The theme is the 50th anniversary of the first man on the
moon. BSC will produce and sell the show cover that will not be
a part of the WFSC Heritage Series. Other financial agreements
were: The WFSC will provide the Champion of Champions
award, a stamp art item featuring the 1969 U.S. airmail Moon
Landing stamp

•
•
•
•

The WFSC will pay one $30 judging fee and cost of a banquet ticket for one judge
The WFSC will donate three Circus Press Sheet Souvenir
Sheets for use as door prizes
It shall be an ongoing policy that the WISCOPEX host club
will automatically retain 10 percent of all proceeds from
WFSC lots entered in the show’s silent donation auction.
It shall be an ongoing policy that the prospectus include 4and 8-page exhibits.

Across the Fence Post – Editor Alex Gill participated in the
meeting via speaker phone. A motion was made and passed
that there shall be May-June, July, and August-September issues on an ongoing basis. This will accommodate postWISCOPEX (July) and MILCOPEX (August-September) news.
Ad Manager John St. Onge warned of maintaining a good balance of ads versus editorial content and requested further discussion of this matter with financial figures from WFSC Treasurer Al Vick. Small quarter-page Christmas cover ads will be
$11.75.

Publicity and Public Relations – It was suggested that clubs be
challenged to carry out one activity per year that promotes the
hobby.
Other – A motion was made and passed to donate $50 to the
American Philatelic Society Mighty Buck Club.
Next Meeting - The Fall Executive Board meeting will be held
Saturday, October 27, 2018, in conjunction with TOSAPEX at
Gonzaga Hall in West Allis, WI.
Digitizing ATFP Donation Recognition
The WFSC thanks the Milwaukee Philatelic Society for a generous donation of $100 to support the digitizing of ATFP.
Next Executive Board Meeting
The WFSC’s Fall Executive Board meeting will be held at 10 a.m.
on Saturday, October 27 in conjunction with TOSAPEX ’18 in
West Allis, Wis. All WFSC members are welcome to attend but
only WFSC officers and board members are allowed to vote.
For advance meeting details, contact WFSC Secretary Clarence
Davis at davisclarence@gmail.com.
Call for Wisconsin Philatelic Hall of Fame Nominations
The WFSC recognizes up to three prominent Wisconsin philatelists per year for their contributions to the hobby. Nominations
for 2019 candidates for the Wisconsin Philatelic Hall of Fame
are due December 31, 2018. Please note the following when
submitting nominations:

•
•

Contributions of a purely local club nature shall not be the
sole reason for selection to the Hall of Fame
A deceased philatelist may not be nominated or considered until three years after his/her death.

Only WFSC member clubs may submit nominations and each
nomination must be seconded by two other member clubs. The
nominating club is responsible for making arrangements with
the seconding clubs to provide those seconds. The nomination
and seconds should be sent together to the chairman of the
Hall of Fame Committee.
A nomination should include a statement identifying the nominee, a short philatelic biography, and the reasons why that
person should be selected for the Wisconsin Philatelic Hall of
Fame. Send the nomination and seconds to Dan Undersander,
Chrmn., Hall of Fame Committee, 3804 Dolphin Dr., Madison,
WI 53719 or djunders@facstaff.wisc.edu.
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CLOSED ALBUMS

CHERYL GANZ PRESENTATION IN
STURGEON BAY
RAY D. PERRY

Art Menz passed away on May 18 at the
age of 97. He was one of the founding
members of the Janesville Stamp Club. He
was a lifetime member of the American
Philatelic Society (APS) and a charter member of the Janesville Stamp Club since 1969.
He was a vest-pocket dealer of stamps and
his interests included United States, Israel,
and United Nations stamps. He had many
stories to tell such as how as a young man,
he mowed lawns and was happily paid in
stamps. Growing up, he worked for the Civilian Conservation
Corps (CCC) and 38 years at General Motors. His roles with the
Janesville Stamp Club include board chairman, exhibit chairman
and president. His leadership, stories and fellowship will be
greatly missed.
Frank Bontly passed away
June 28 at the age of 72. He
was a member of the APS
and the Janesville Stamp
Club. He was employed at
Rock County in Human Services and was a job coach of
CESA II. His collecting interests included United States,
Switzerland, Switzerland airmail and railroad covers. It is with
deepest sympathies that he will be missed by his friends and
family.
Frank J. Marrelli, aged 75, of Kenosha,
Wis., passed away on July 4, 2018. He was
a member of the Italian American Stamp
Club and Kenosha Stamp and Cover Club.
Frank was the owner of F&M Stamps in
Kenosha. He began as a dealer at local
shows in Milwaukee and Kenosha. Frank
became a very successful wholesaler, supplying dealers across the United States.

Al Frei, aged 90, of Madison, Wis., passed away on June 25,
2018. He was a long-time member of the Badger Stamp Club
(Madison). He collected stamps of the United Stamps, Germany, and Canada.
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MaryAnn Bowman of the Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs,
Publicity & Public Relations Committee worked with Washington Island native and internationally known philatelist, Cheryl
Ganz, on a program about her work at the National Postal Museum, a part of the Smithsonian. Cheryl was also the lead curator of the William H. Gross Stamp Gallery. The program titled
“Every Stamp Tells a Story,” was presented at the library in
Sturgeon Bay. Cheryl had many stories pertaining to different
stamps and the techniques used to display them in the museum. For example, the Susan B. Anthony stamp issued in 1936
(U.S. Scott 784).
Cheryl asked why the stamp was issued in 1936, which was the
30th anniversary of Anthony’s death – not a common anniversary to commemorate. It was also the 16th anniversary of the
ratification of the 19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution
granting women the right to vote and not a common anniversary to commemorate. It turns out President Roosevelt frequently used postage stamps to help further his cause and
1936 was an election year. In order to gain the female vote, the
stamp was issued. Also, President Roosevelt contributed to the
design of many stamps issued during his administration. In this
case he suggested the solid frame around Anthony be incorporated into the design. Cheryl showed an image of Roosevelt’s
sketch.
Another observation was the change in stamp colors during the
1930’s. With the Great Depression, there was a move from
bolder to softer colors. Softer colors are considered more uplifting and Cheryl pointed out the stamp colors were similar to
the change in colors of other objects of the period like depression glass. After the presentation, Cheryl signed copies of her
book, “Every Stamp Tells a Story”. I highly recommend this
book to anyone interested in learning more about the National
Postal Museum. Should I visit Washington, D.C. again, I will visit
the museum with greater insight than I would have had in the
past. Thanks, Cheryl, for a great presentation.
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SHOW CALENDAR
WFSC CLUB SHOWS
October 6
SHEPEX 2018
Sheboygan Stamp Club, Bourse only.
Quarry Park Pavilion, 3401 Calumet (HWY
42), east of I-43, Sheyboygan, WI. Sat.
10a-3p.
C: Jan Brock 920-647-2227
E: devlinbrock@charter.net
October 13

Monroe Stamp & Postcard
Show
Monroe Stamp and Postcard Club, Bourse
only. Monroe Moose Lodge (behind Farm
& Fleet, 639 3rd Avenue, Monroe, WI.
Sat. 9a-2:30p.
C: Randy Riese 608-558-6430
E: rdriese@tds.net
October 20
CENWISPEX 2018
Central Wisconsin Stamp Club, Exhibits and
bourse. Holiday Inn Stevens Point, 1001
Amber Ave., Stevens Point, WI. Sat. 10a-4p.
C: J.D. Manville, 715-341-5555
E: jadeco@charter.net

Want to list your event? Contact Karen Weigt, 4184 Rose Ct., Middleton, WI
53562 P: (608) 609-6173 E: klweigt@gmail.com

March 23, 2019
BAYPEX 2019
Green Bay Philatelic Society, exhibits &
bourse. St. Matthew Catholic Church, Multipurpose Rm., 2575 S. Webster Ave., Green
Bay, WI (parking in rear). Sat. 9a-4p.
C: Mark Schroeder 920-337-9616
E: markthetuba@gmail.com
May 4-5, 2019
WISCOPEX 2019
WFSC 88th Annual Convention, hosted by
the Badger Stamp Club. Judged exhibits,
seminars, bourse, auctions. Radisson Hotel
Madison, 517 Grand Canyon Dr., Madison,
WI. Sat. 10a-5p, Sun. 10a-3p
C: Karen Weigt 608-609-6173
E. klweigt@gmail.com

OTHER SHOWS
October 13-14
MSDA Fall Stamp Show
Midwest Stamp Dealers Assocation, bourse
only. Ramada Inn Chicago North Shore, 1090
S. Milwaukee Ave., Wheeling, IL. Sat. 10a5p, Sun. 10a-3p.

October 27
TRI-STATE STAMP EXPO
Tri-State Stamp Club, Northeast Iowa Community College, 8342 NICC Dr., Peosta, IA.
Exhibits and bourse. Sat. 9a-3p.
C: Pfohl’s Stamps 563-582-6247
E: pfohlsinc@fbx.com

November 16-18
CHICAGOPEX 2018
Chicago Philatelic Society, Judged exhibits,
seminars, bourse. Westin Chicago Northwest
Hotel, 400 Park Blvd., Itasca, IL. Fri & Sat.
10a-6p, Sun. 10a-4p.

October 27-28
TOSAPEX 2018
Wauwatosa Philatelic Society, Bourse only.
St. Aloysius Gonzaga Hall, 1435 S. 92nd St.,
West Allis, WI. Sat. 10a-5p, Sun. 10a-3p.
C: Carol Schutta 262-388-1453
E: harryncarolschutta@gmail.com

November 24
SUPEX 2018
Suburban Collectors Club of Chicago, exhibits and bourse. Operating Engineers Hall,
6200 Joliet Rd., Countryside, IL.
December 1-2 MSDA Milwaukee Show
Midwest Stamp Dealers Association, bourse
only. Crowne Plaza Milwaukee Airport,
6401 S. 13th St. Milwaukee, WI.
Sat. 10a-5p, Sun. 10a-3p.

November 3
OSHKOSH STAMP BOURSE
Oshkosh Philatelic Society, Bourse only. Elk’s
Club, 175 W. Fernau Ave. (east of Jackson
St./WI Hwy 76), Oshkosh, WI. Sat. 9a-3p.
December 8-9
MSDA Holiday Show
C: Dave Carney 920-750-3117
Midwest Stamp Dealers Association,
E: dcarney1@new.rr.com
bourse only. Holiday Inn Chicago Oakbrook, 17W350 22nd St., Oakbrook TerFebruary 9, 2019 60th Annual Exhibition
race, IL. Sat. 10a-5p, Sun. 10a-3p.
& Bourse
Janesville Stamp Club, exhibits & bourse.
March 9-10, 2019
Rockford 2-3-4
Holiday Inn Express, 3100 Wellington Pl.,
Stamp Expo
Janesville, WI. Sat. 9:30a-4p.
C: Aimee Devine 608-758-1354
Rockford Stamp Club, exhibits & bourse.
E: spanishmoss72@sbcglobal.net
Forest Hills Lodge, 1601 W. Lane Rd. (Hwy.
173). Sat. 10a-5p, Sun. 10a-4p.
March 2-3, 2019
STAMPFEST ‘19
Milwaukee Philatelic Society, bourse only.
March 22-24, 2019
ASDA Midwest
St. Aloysius Gonzaga Hall, 1441 S. 92nd
Postage Stamp Show
St., Milwaukee WI. Sat. 10a-5p., Sun. 10aAmerican Stamp Dealers Association,
3p.
bourse only. Holiday Inn Chicago Oakbrook,
C: Robert J. Mather 262-968-2392
17W350 22nd St., Oakbrook Terrace, IL. Fri
E: burrobob@wi.rr.com
& Sat. 10a-5p, Sun. 10a-3p.
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