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Patronize our 
dealers

$ $ HONORARIUM $ $ 
FOR WEB CONTENT

Wanted!  Club Educational 
Program Ideas

Up to $10 for activity sheets such as 
scavenger hunts, word games, etc.

Up to $25 for programs/lessons 
that detail skills or concepts being 
taught/presented. List materials 
needed, outline of procedure or im-
portant ideas within the concept.  

Up to $50 for video or PowerPoint 
programs with script. Should be about 
15 to 30 minutes in length.

Application on WFSC website.  
Material can be for either adult or 
youth collectors. Submissions re-
main the property of the WFSC and 
will be posted upon approval of the 
Website Committee.

Original and creative pieces are 
encouraged.

SEE AUCTION p.  5

THE WFSC 
NEEDS YOU! 

Please volunteer for — 
• Newsletter Editor 
• Treasurer
• Awards Chairman
Contact Karen Weigt 
for more information.

For many, this pan-
demic has drastical-
ly changed buy-sell 
activities. Collectors 
have turned to mail 
sales and other 
distant means. This 

includes seeing only a photo or scan of a 
potential purchase. 

Dealers who counted on show sales 
as a major source of income have had 
to scramble to drastically change their 
marketing practices. 

Let’s not forget our dealers during 
this time as some look toward their 
part-time business to supplement their 
livelihood. 

You can add to your collection by 
patronizing the many Wisconsin dealers, 
those who hold WFSC membership, 
and those who participate in WFSC club 
shows. You’ll find their contact informa-
tion on the WFSC website (www.wfsc-
stamps.org). You’ll see some featured 
on pages 8 and 9 within our new Dealer 
Spotlight column.

Across the Fence Post changes
Alex Gill resigned his position of ATFP 
editor in favor of finding a paid position 
to supplement his income. We sincerely 
thank him for his volunteer time for the 
past two years and wish him all the best 
for his future endeavors. 

We’re doing an October-Novem-
ber-December issue. We’re also produc-
ing half the usual number of hard copies 
because many clubs are not meeting and 
the individual who receives the club 
copies is becoming inundated with a 
stash of paper. We’re hoping clubs will 
mail copies to those members who do 
not have internet access.

2020 Annual Meeting and Elections
By  now, you’ve likely guessed that the 
2020 Annual Business Meeting has been 
canceled. This is a first for the WFSC 
since its founding in 1932. As I’ve said 
before, however, these are extraordi-
nary times. We’re currently looking for 
opportunities to meet at a WISCOPEX 
2021. We’ll keep you informed. 

We did manage to accomplish 2020-
21 officer elections. It was done by mail 
with a ballot going out with your club’s 
ATFP April-May issue. We had only one 
nominee for each office and all were 
up for re-election. The slate of officers, 
therefore, did not change. Since the elec-
tion, however, we did have one resigna-
tion (Art Schmitz) due to a health issue. 
We have filled that position through a 
presidential appointment. Read all about 
it on p. 4.

(cont’d. on p. 2)
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Across the Fence Post is the offcial publication of the Wisconsin 
Federation of Stamp Clubs, Inc., a 501(c)(3) non-profit organiza-
tion. The WFSC is a life member of the APS (since 1953), and a 
chapter member of the ATA For more information about the WFSC, 
please visit the website, www.wfscsstamps.org.

ATFP is usually published 10 times a year in January, Febru-
ary, March, April, May-June, July, August-September, October, 
November and December. News of Wisconsin collectors, club 
news and other gratis original features are welcomed. The editor 

accepts submissions in any format, but prefers email if possible. The editor reserves the right 
to make editorial changes to submitted copy. Material appearing in ATFP not carrying an indi-
vidual copyright notice may be reproduced only by not-for-profit organizations, provided the 
author(s) and ATFP receive credit or attribution. All materials carrying an individual copyright 
notice are the sole property of the author(s).

Unless explicitly stated by an officer in conjunction with official WFSC business, opinions 
expressed by the editor or individual authors are not necessarily endorsed by the WFSC. 

Submission deadlines for editorial and advertising materials are the 1st of the month preced-
ing mont of publication (i.e., Jan 1 for Feb. issue). Editorial matter hsould be sent to: Karen 
Weigt, Interim Editor ATFP, 4184 Rose Ct., Middleton, WI, 608-609-6173, klweigt@gmail.com. 

Send advertising material to Brian J. Liedtke, Advertising Manager, ATFP, 4625 So. Scot 
Dr., New Berlin, WI 53131, 414-731-9794, admanager@wfscstamps.org. For a complete list 
of advertising rates and policies (display, classified, and listings), request a copy from the 
advertising manager.

Volunteer opportunities 
While speaking of new appointments, Al 
Vick, our WFSC treasurer, consented to 
staying on another term that ends June 
30, 2022. He, however, would appreci-
ate someone else stepping in to complete 
that term. Al is involved in another very 
worthy volunteer position that is keep-
ing him too busy.

Awards Chairman is another position 
we need to fill. It is active just one time 
each year for WISCOPEX. The indi-
vidual prepares the usual two or three 
award certificates and makes sure they 
get to the WFSC president for presen-
tation at the show. John Fagan has been 

President’s Message
(cont’d. from p. 1)

doing this for 21 years. Again, he can no 
longer do it because of health issues.

Keeping connected challenge
With few clubs meeting and our own 
WFSC newsletters becoming sparse, 
we’re striving to keep connected with 
member clubs. I’m trying to send a 
weekly eBlast news item to keep us con-
nected. Ken Grant is our eBlast manag-
er. As such, he maintains a list of WFSC 
member email addresses. Please be sure 
you are on his list. Simply send him an 
email  request at grantke@uwplatt.edu.

My best wishes for an enjoyable fall 
season. Only stamp collecting can beat 
Wisconsin’s wonderful fall weather and 
show of color.

Posters available at 
www.wfscstamps.org. 

Click on "Club Resources"

Print out several copies and get them 
out and about. Customize them with 
an add-on attached to the bottom that 
includes meeting dates and location.  

If you’re not meeting due to the 
pandemic, provide a contact phone or 
email address. The contact can let the 
interested individual know when your 
club gets together again.

OCTOBER NATIONAL STAMP COLLECTING MONTH



by MaryAnn Bowman, WFSC VP Youth Division
Chrmn. Publicity and Public Relations Committee

of the procedure or lesson, and possibly 
a concluding activity. A third category 
offers up to $50 for video programming 
or PowerPoint programs that include a 
script. These programs should run about 
15 to 30 minutes in length. The WFSC 
website contains an application for this 
incentive. If you have any questions, 
write to me at maryann15b@mac.com.

A few of our clubs managed to find 
ways to meet during the summer. Amer-
ican Topical Association No. 5 chose to 
begin Zoom meetings. They have found 
that members living some distance 
from their Milwaukee meeting site have 
embraced the new technology and enjoy 
attending the programs. 

At least two clubs offered their 
members a chance to join them at a park 
where they enjoyed a self-provided pic-
nic lunch while social distancing. One 
even offered their regular auction. Clubs 
that are in non-metropolitan areas seem 
able to offer more than those clubs that 
meet in urban and suburban areas where 
city policies dictate group sizes, etc.

October is National Stamp Collect-
ing Month and most likely any activities 
that your club may have done in the past 
to promote the hobby during October 
will now have to be re-evaluated due 
to the pandemic. I’d love to hear about 
how you adapted your programming to 
accommodate local and state mandates.

One thing that might still be possible 
to do is to create attractive eye-catching 
displays for libraries and post offices.  
Whether based on a topic, theme, or 
philatelic material related to the commu-
nity, these displays make people aware 
of the hobby. If stamp-related resources 
are listed or given away, they may open 
up a new collecting area for those who 
have tired or are bored with the stay-at-
home activities that have occupied their 
time the last six months or so. Likewise, 
posters advertising your club meetings 
(when and if they become available), is 
another way to inform the public about  
your existence.

I hope, as we head into the fall and 
winter months, that you will make time 
to work on your collection as well as to 
think about and plan ways to add new 
interest and educational programming 
to your club meetings. To encourage the 
development of club program materials, 
the WFSC has received a donation with 
specific instructions that the monies are 
used for providing an honorarium for 
club program ideas. Program content 
will be reviewed by a committee and 
upon acceptance will be posted to the 
WFSC website. Open first to Wisconsin 
individuals or clubs, the promotion will 
later be announced to the public if hono-
rarium monies are remaining.

To qualify, the material submitted 
must be the original work of the person 
submitting the material. Up to $10 will 
be given for activity sheets such as scav-
enger hunts, word games, etc. Up to $25 
will be awarded for programs and/or les-
sons that detail a skill or concept being 
taught or presented. This should include 
a listing of materials needed, an outline 

CLUB CONNECTIONS

KEN GRANT RECEIVES APS LUFF AWARD
Ken Grant, of Baraboo, Wis., received the American Phila-
telic Society’s  2020 Luff Award for meritorious service to 
the APS. The presentation took place at the APS convention 
and exhibition held August 17-22, in conjunction with Vir-
tual Stamp Show 2020.

Ken has been involved with a variety of APS commit-
tees, boards and offices since 1999. His major contributions 
are related to his service to the American Philatlic Research 
Library, where he has served as president and for several 
years as a member of the Board of Trustees.

Ken is a member of the Wisconsin Philatelic Hall of 
Fame. He served several years as editor of Across the Fence Post and several more 
years as WFSC secretary. Ken is the lifeline of the Baraboo Area Stamp Club and 
past-editor and now interim editor of Badger Postal History, journal of the Wiscon-
sin Postal History Society.

Congratulations, Ken, for your well-deserved award!
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In my last column, I wrote about 
the attempts of the American Philatelic 
Society and other groups to offer virtual 
meetings and stamp shows. Many of 
those are now history and I hope that 
you had an opportunity to be involved in 
some of the offerings.

I still am sensing a reluctance to 
become involved in virtual and remote 
learning. Although there is nothing quite 
like meeting in person, there are many 
good things coming out of the use of the 
tools and technology now available for 
us to use on a mass scale. What becomes 
important is how we work with people, 
not just the tools and technology we use.  

So what are some of the good things 
to come out of the use of technology for 
our stamp collecting world? First, it is 
making collectors smarter about their 
hobby as we can learn from others not 
currently within our collecting circle.  
It is bringing people together faster.  
Technology allows us to set up meetings 
and reduces time that otherwise might 
be spent in traveling to these meetings.  
It also allows us to work collaboratively 
from different environments (such as the 
comfort of your home).  

The future of philately is now and 
you can be a part of it!

We’re honored to add Ken’s name to the list of other Wisconsin recipients of the 
Luff Award. They are: Barbara R. Mueller, Jerome D. Husak, Mary Ann Owens, 
MaryAnn Bowman, Cheryl Ganz, and Wayne Youngblood.



FEDERATION  NEWS
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ANNA TRISCHAN APPOINTED NEW
SOUTHEAST REGION VP

Anna Trischan, of Menomonee 
Falls, Wis., has been appointed to 
fill a vacancy in the WFSC’s south-
east region. She takes over as region 
VP for Art Schmitz (see tribute 
below).
The southeast region comprises five 
clubs in the Milwaukee area.

Anna began collecting stamps as 
a young adult, shortly after her mar-
riage to husband, Keith. He had col-
lected stamps as a child and returned 
to the hobby after the marriage.

Anna’s primary interest is Hungarian stamps, while Keith 
is interested in worldwide stamps from the classic period 
(1840-1940). They both belong to the Milwaukee Philatelic 
Society and the Wauwatosa Philatelic Society. Anna is addi-
tionally a member of the American Philatelic Society and the 
Society for Hungarian Philately.

Both Anna and Keith have served on the MILCOPEX 
Committee. Anna has attended the WFSC’s Annual Business 
Meetings as MPS delegate. Keith was there, too, as delegate 
for the WPS. 

We welcome Anna to the WFSC official family!

A TRIBUTE TO ART SCHMITZ

Here’s a humongous THANK 
YOU! to Art Schmitz for years and 
years of service to the WFSC and 
philately. Art has served as a model 
WFSC region VP for 19 years. He 
faithfully visited and reported on 
all the clubs in his region, which 
at one point was quite a feat with 
some nine clubs at one time. He 
was an active member of many of 
the clubs, too.

Art regularly attended Execu-
tive Board meetings and contributed to discussions regarding 
WFSC activities and policy. In 2006, he was inducted into 
Wisconsin Philatelic Hall of Fame. 

With a background as an educator for 35 years, Art took 
to writing. Over the years, he contributed many articles for 
Across the Fence Post. He has had articles published in the 
American Philatelist, journal of the American Philatelic 
Society. Art wrote poetry; he also published a book about his 
experiences in World War II.

This past August, at age 96, Art informed the WFSC that 
due to eye-sight problems, he regretfully had to resign from his 
position of long-time southeast region VP.

Take care, Art. We’ll all miss you.

by Karen Weigt, WFSC President

Summer Executive Board Meeting Notes - August 8, 2020, via 
Zoom.

Membership status due to COVID-19 — Results of the 
Vice President’s Survey  of Member Clubs were deemed help-
ful in making decisions for other agenda items.

Treasurer’s report — Al Vick’s January 1 thru June 30, 
2020, report showed a balance of $10,174.09. Of that total, 
$1,199.51 is earmarked for other projects. Al also submitted a  
favorable audit report of the 2018 and 2019 financial records.

A motion was passed to reimburse the Fond du Lac Stamp 
Club $300 for planning and promotion expenses incurred 
for WISCOPEX 2020, which had to be canceled. A motion 
was passed to dispense with asking clubs for 2021 dues. 
The WFSC will ask for donations to help fund continuing 
WFSC activities.

2020 Annual Business Meeting and outstanding matters —  
A motion was passed to cancel the 2020 Annual Business 
Meeting of delegates. Brian J. Liedtke reported that the mail 
ballot for elections resulted in a re-election of all officers on 
the ballot. It was agreed that the proposed bylaws amendment 
regarding the Wisconsin Stamp Suggestion Committee can be 
held for the 2021 meeting. Class of 2020 Hall of Fame nomi-
nees will be honored at WISCOPEX 2021. 

ATFP — Motions were passed to print only half the usual 
number of copies for the August-September issue, and  to 
produce only one more issue in 2020: October-November-
December. Ad contracts will be extended. It was agreed the 
WFSC cannot afford to pay Alex Gill’s requested financial 
compensation to continue as ATFP editor. 

Publicity and Public Relations — It was agreed to use 
eBlasts to keep in contact with clubs. A promotion to patronize 
dealers listed on the WFSC website will be initiated.

WISCOPEX 2021 possibilities — Clarence Davis report-
ed that the Fond du Lac Stamp Club will host a WISCOPEX 
2021 if there is help from other WFSC members and if a safe 
and reliable COVID-19 vaccine is in general circulation by 
spring 2021.

Website Committee — A motion was made and passed 
to obtain a secure certificate for our WFSC website using the 
option of $62.49 for two years then $69.99 per year thereafter.

CHICAGO 2021 — The WFSC will explore the possi-
bilties of having a booth at the show.

Women’s professional baseball league commemorative 
stamp — The stamp proposal was referred to Paul Schroeder 
for promotion to the U.S. Postal Service Citizens’ Stamp Advi-
sory Committee.

Region VP Reports — Reports were provided by John 
Pare and Ray Perry. A written report was later received from 
Don Kurki.

Next meeting date and format — It was agreed to 
hold the next Executive Board meeting on October 17 
via Zoom. Doug Henkle, who has a paid Zoom account, 
will host the meeting.



Rules and Regulations:  You must be over the age of 18 to 

participate. Mail bids only. Lots sold at one bidding increment 

over next highest bid. Bidding increments are 25¢ up to $4.75.  

50¢ up to $9.50. $1 for $10 and up. Auction closes November 

30, 2020.

Scott catalog numbers and values are used throughout.  

Standard auction abbreviations apply. All lots have a minimum 

bid. Tie bids go to the earliest postmark.

Winners of lots will be notified by email and payment must 

be remitted to the WFSC before lots are sent. First-class post-

age costs will be covered by the WFSC but insurance or other 

special services will be at the expense of the lot winner.

Send your bids to MaryAnn Bowman, P.O. Box 1451, 

Waukesha, WI 53187. Your bid sheet should include your:

• name

• mailing address

• phone number 

• email address

• lot numbers and your bids.
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SILENT DONATION AUCTION OF 
FOREIGN STAMPS — (proceeds to benefit the WFSC)

DEADLINE

NOVEMBER 30, 2020

1.   Reunion #220 MH, VF centering.  Cat. $13  Min. Bid $3

2.   French Equatorial Africa #100 MH, F centering.  
Cat. $16  Min. Bid $3

3.   French Southern & Antarctic Territory #16-17  MNH, VF
Cat. $10.50  Min. Bid $3

4.   Germany #187a MH (imperf) Cat $30   Min. Bid $8

5.   Great Britain #82, plate 23, used, light cancel.  Cat. $32.50    
      Min. Bid $9

6.   Great Britain #99, used.  Cat. $42.50   Min. bid $11

7.   Great Britain #J43 MNH  Wmk 298   Cat. $22.50  
     Min. Bid $5

8.   Ireland #197 MNH  Cat. $16   Min. Bid $4

9.   Roman States (Italian) #3a, used.  Cat. $16  Min. Bid $4

10.  Sardinia (Italian State) #12a, used.  Cat. $16   Min. Bid $4

11.  Italy #5 used.  Cat. $20  Min. Bid $5

12.  Japan #672 MH, VF centering.  Cat $18  Min. Bid $4

13.  Luxembourg #319, MH, VF centering.  Cat. $25  
      Min. Bid $6

14.  Luxembourg #330, MH, VF centering.   
       Cat. $23.  Min. Bid $5.50

15.  Nepal #10, used.  Cat. $13.50.  Min. Bid $3

16.  Netherlands Antilles #17, MH  Fine centering.  Cat. $21    
       Min. Bid $5

17.  New Hebrides (French) #185, MNH, VF, Selvedge copy.       
       Cat. $21  Min. Bid $5

18.  New Hebrides (French) #200- 201 (birds) MNH. 
       Cat. $11.50 Min. Bid $3

19.  Norway #J7, used (corner cancel).  Cat. $18  Min. Bid $4

20.  Poland #362 no gum.  Cat. $35  Min. Bid $8

21.  Romania #58, used with corner cancel.  Cat. $18.50   
      Min. Bid $4

22.  St. Pierre & Miquelon #217  MH, fine centering.  Cat. $45     
       Min. Bid $11

23.  Somalia #97-99, MH.  Cat. $28.50   Min. Bid $7

24.  Straits Settlements #48 used wmk 2.  Cat. $16  
      Min. Bid $4

25.  Swaziland #143-159.  MNH   Cat. $34.20  Min. Bid $8

26.  Tripolitania #13.  MH, fine centering.  Cat. $12.  
      Min. Bid $3

27.  Turkey #RA140. MH.  Cat. $10.  Min. Bid $3

28.  Victoria #196.  MNH  Cat. $21.  Min. Bid $5

29.  Victoria #203  MH  Cat. $29.  Min. Bid $7

30.  Western Australia #75  MH Cat. $14  Min. Bid $3

31.  Western Australia #83.  Used.  Wmk 70   Cat. $13  
       Min. Bid $3



COLLECTING WISCONSIN 
DOANE CANCELS

Over the years, each of us has hit 

a wall with a collection. Typically, key 
items are not available at a price we 
can afford, and the collection stalls out.  
What next?  For many of us, the obvious 
answer is to follow another philatelic 
interest, one which keeps active those 
little gray cells that Hercule Poirot talks 
about and is affordable.

If you have covers from small 
Wisconsin post offices, you already 
may have the nucleus of a collection of 
Doane cancels, duplex handstamp mark-
ings made by a particular type of device 
issued by the U.S. Post Office Depart-
ment from 1903 into 1906, but which 
can be found on covers mailed from 
small post offices into the 1920s. These 
cancels are named for Edith R. Doane, 
the postal historian who published the 
first directory of post offices that used 
these marks.

Who would have an accumulation 
of covers from small Wisconsin post 
offices? People who collect locations 
topically – a county or a region in which 
they grew up or vacationed, a topical 
collection of postcards with holiday 
greetings or depicting something like 
logging scenes – may very well have 
such an accumulation without being 
aware that it can be sorted in different 
ways to yield different collections. 

Part of the fascination with Doanes 
cancels is their link to small post offices 
that have interesting stories behind their 
establishment and their discontinuation. 
Some served a single business, possibly 
a sawmill or a mine, and then came to 

an end when that business ended. Some 

became redundant with the spread of 

the Rural Free Delivery service. Some    

continue today as small post offices 
serving areas with sparse population. 
Every Doane has a story. We just need 
to give each a voice.

Another interesting element in Doane 
cancels is the number in the center of the 
obliteration bars that correlate to the an-
nual income generated by the post office 
in hundreds of dollars. The number “1” 
denotes a post office with an income of 
$100 or less a year. The number “3” des-
ignates a post office with an annual in-
come of $200.01 to $300. Most Doanes 
have low numbers, but high numbers 
are very desirable because they are so 
uncommon. Some post offices had more 
than one number, an indication that the 
office income rose or fell over time. The 
number is one of the Doane stories.

Perhaps another fascination with 
Doanes cancels is tied to their use on 
postcards. The issuing of Doane can-
celling devices coincided with the huge 
popularity of postcards in the first two 
decades of the 20th century, making 
postcards a fruitful source of Doanes.  
A single card may have more than one 
focal point of interest: the stamp, the 
postmark, or the  picture.  

Getting started in Doane collecting is 
surprisingly simple, although develop-
ing a specialized Doane collection can 
require extended knowledge. For the 
beginner, there are only three basic types 
of cancellations, and there is a com-
prehensive catalog of them organized 
by state online. United States Doanes, 
edited by Richard Helbock and Gary 
Anderson, is available online as a data-
base that is periodically updated (http://
www.doane cancel.com). With the 
covers you already own, you are ready 
to begin the Doane adventure without 
spending a cent.

Doane cancels are cataloged by a 
number that identifies the type of cancel 
and size of the post office as indicated 
numerically in the obliterator. A slash 
separates the two. The Doane for Walsh 
in Marinette County, for example, has 
a “3/2” cancellation, meaning that the 
design of the “killer” is type 3 and the 
annual revenue of the office was be-
tween $200.01 and $300.

All Doanes have a circular dial 
containing the basic mailing informa-
tion: post office name and state and 
the month, day, year of mailing. Most 
denote the time of mailing as simply 
“A.M.” or “P.M.” Being offices which 
served small populations, mail was 
transported from them only once or 
twice a day to a larger post office at 
which mail from several post offices 
was put aboard trains for regional 
dissemination. It is the design of the 
cancellation bars that distinguish the 
Doane types.

by James E. Byrne, Northwoods Philatelic Society

(cont’d. on p. 7)
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Doane Type 1 is perhaps the easiest to 
identify because there are five bold lines 
with a number centered in the middle 
three. On the one shown above (Figure 
1), the number in the bars is difficult 
to read, but a quick check in the online 
catalog identifies the number as “2” and 
places the known dates of use from 
August 1, 1904 to September 14, 1909.

Figure 1 — Devils Lake, 
Sauk County Doane Type 1/2



Collecting Wisconsin Doane Cancels 
(cont’d. from p. 6)
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The Type 2 cancels have four pairs 
of bars with the number centered in the 
middle two. Worn Type 2 cancels can be 
hard to distinguish from Type 3 because 
the bars wear down and fill with ink, 
giving the appearance of a solid bar, but 
a quick check with the online catalog 
will identify the type and dates of use.  
The Arborvitae Type 2 shown here 
(Figure 2) has known dates of use from 
October 6, 1904 to April 29, 1910. It is 
an unusual Doane because the number 
“8” identifies Arborvitae as being one 
of the largest “small” post offices in 
the state.

The Type 3 Doane cancels have four 
solid lines with the number centered 
in the middle 2. The one illustrated 
here (Figure 3) is unusual in that it was 
used as a receiving mark instead of as 
a postmark. Doanes were made by a 
duplex handstamp and intended to be the 
primary postmark for the small office.

A Doane collection can be as easy or 
as difficult to develop as you want it to 

to Marinette on the Chicago, Milwau-
kee & St. Paul or was it transported the 
20-25 miles by road by a postal contract 
hauler?

The routing of some covers can be 
followed by the postal marks on the 
piece. Try to follow the route taken by 
the card shown above (Figure 5) mailed 
in Walsh, Wis., on November 27, 1907, 
and received in Wilkeson, Wash., on 
December 2 by using the markings.   

One key to maintaining an interest in 
a hobby is taking new directions. If this 
can be done with material already in 
your collection, so much the better. 

Doane cancellations are an ideal 
medium for taking a new direction with 
old material or a fascinating topic with 
which to start a new collection because 
there is much that can be done with 
them. The point, of course, is having fun 
in whatever direction you are taking.

Figure 2 — Arborvitae, 
Vilas County Doane Type 2/8

Figure 3 — Sandusky, Sauk County 
Doane Type 3/3

Used as a receiving mark

Figure 4— Pound, 
Marinette County 
Doane Type 2/5

Figure 5 — 
Walsh, 

Marinette County 
Doane Type 3/2

be. A single Do-
ane cancel from 
each small post 
office using them 
in Brown County will only have seven 
covers.  In Vilas County, 10 post offices 
used them. Of course, the collection can 
be expanded to include different stamps 
on cover. Commemorative stamps on 
cover with Doane cancels are difficult 
to find because small offices generally 
stocked definitive stamps in small quan-
tities.  Examples of different rates from 
the same office can also be challenging.  
The first-class rate for a letter or card 
are the most common. Registered covers 
or ones with international destinations 
are more challenging to find.  

 Another challenge is to reconstruct 
the postal route from the small post of-
fice to its destination by using old maps 
and railroad schedules. Pound, the point 
of mailing, and Marinette, the destina-
tion, are on different rail lines. Did the 
cover shown here (Figure 4) travel north 
to Ellis Junction (Crivitz) and then east 

Learn more about cancels and postal markings.
Join the Wisconsin Postal History Society.

Receive a quarterly journal and much more! 
Go to www.wfscstamps.org/Clubs/Wisconsin-
PostalHistory/index.shtml. 

Or contact Ray Perry, 920-660-2154, fiveperrys@athenet.net.



Getting started 
My beginnings 
as a dealer actu-
ally date back to 
childhood, when 
I sold inexpen-
sive stamps and 
small mixtures 
(mostly dupli-
cate material I 
had purchased 

for my collection). I ran occasional 
ads in Mekeels and at least one other 
publication. With my professional life as 
a philatelic journalist, any small amount 
of dealing I did was on hiatus for the 
next 25 years or so. I didn’t really begin 
dealing in any other way again until a 
few years ago, although I’ve been sell-
ing on eBay since 1997.

Material offered — Although I’m 
somewhat opportunistic in what I buy 
for resale, my strongest areas include 
Errors Freaks and Oddities (EFOs), U.S. 
postal history, plate number coils and 
esoteric material. I also sell collection 
remainders and bargain lots.

Show participation — Those I 
attend regularly as a dealer include Wis-
copex, Cenwispex, Milcopex, Chica-
gopex, Danepex and Rockford.

Contact information — The best 
way to contact me is through email 
(wystamps@gmail.com). However, due 
to the very high volume of email I receive 
related to the publications I edit, I’m not 
always very prompt in responding.

Interesting philatelic material — 
One of my biggest passions for many 
years now is studying the postal history 
of the Manhattan Project at Los Ala-
mos, N.M., the first and only time in 
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DEALER SPOTLIGHT

Getting started 
I did a small 
mail-order 
business in 
the 1950s and 
started stamp 
shows in 1970. 

Material 
offered — We 
have a broad 
inventory.

• U.S. classic and modern
• plate blocks and sheets
• duck, game and fish license stamps
• U.S. covers and first-day covers
• match and medicine
• Union and Confederate stamps and 

covers
• worldwide stamps and covers

Show participation — We did 
Wisconsin and out-of-state shows. We 
have aged so now try to stay in state 
going to Green Bay, Appleton, Stevens 
Point, Sheboygan, Oshkosh,  Madison. 
and Milwaukee.

During this non-show time, we are 
handling orders by email, telephone, and 
U.S. mail.

We like dealing with people, buying 
or selling.

Contact information — 
Roger H. Oswald
2514 Sheridan Place, Manitowoc 

WI 54220, 920-682-6793
rhopostalhistory@gmail.com

Getting started 
I got out of 
teacher’s col-
lege in 1977 
in Canada 
(Ontario). Not 
many jobs at 
the time except 
perhaps in 
mining camps 
up in the North 

West Territories, etc. My father was 
president of a local school board but I 
couldn’t get a teaching job any way in 
the Toronto area. 

I answered a job advertisement in 
a Toronto newspaper and was hired by 
George S. Wegg, a worldwide stamp 
dealer. I worked there for two years and 
then the next eight years with another 
stamp/cover dealer around the corner: 
Jim A. Hennok who specialized in Brit-
ish North American stamps and postal 
history. Several years later I worked 
with a Scandinavian specialist in New 
Jersey when we moved to the United 
States.

Material offered — I basically 
offer worldwide stamps, Canada, Green-
land, some topicals, and some Wiscon-
sin postal history. 

Show participation — I do some-
thing like four to six shows per year in 
Wisconsin: Janesville, Monroe, Stevens 
Point, Green Bay, Madison, with some 
participation at times at Oshkosh, Apple-
ton and the odd Milwaukee show over 
the years. Of course, I can be found at 
most Badger Stamp Club meetings in 
Madison with my stock.

Contact information — Email is 
good, either scifibookman@gmail.com  
(guess what may be another collection?)  
or kenjico20@gmail.com which I also 
generally use for most other corre-
spondence. My mailing address is 209 
Shiloh Drive, Madison WI, 53705. Fax 
608-203-5165, and cell with voice mail  
608-225-6354.

by Brian J. Liedtke, VP WFSC

This new column features dealers who are WFSC members and/or participate at 
WFSC member club shows. A complete listing of dealers appears at 
www.wfscstamps.org. Please patronize our WFSC club-member and show dealers.

These dealer profiles are in response to a set of questions each received via email.

Wayne Youngblood
W Y Stamps
Prairie du Sac, Wis.

Roger Oswald
RHO Postal History and Stamps
Manitowoc, Wis.

U.S. postal history where there was 
non-voluntary civilian censorship and 
no markings to show mail was censored. 
Think about it... 

Charles Shoemaker
Madison, Wis



Getting 
started 
I started 
collecting 
stamps at the 
age of eight. 
My mentor 
was a stamp 
dealer, so it 
is no won-
der I always 

thought I would like to be a dealer. My 
first foray into the stamp business was  
a part-time dealer selling stamp ap-
provals in the 1970s. I named my com-
pany Ecclesiastes, for there is a time 
and a season for everything — espe-
cially stamp collecting. The challenges 
of family and work soon curtailed the 
business. If you do not know, stamp 
dealing is a time-intensive business.

In the early 1980s I was fortunate 
in my second call as a Lutheran pastor 
in Port Angeles, Wash., to have a mem-
ber who owned a department store. I 
arranged to have a self-service area 
in the store to sell supplies and sell 
stamps at 10 cents apiece from albums. 
The arrangement worked well for four 
years. I named this company Strait 
Stamps, as Port Angeles is situated 
on the shore of the Straits of Juan de 
Fuca, a part of the Pacific Ocean that 
leads into Seattle. I sold the company 
to another collector when I moved to 
Wisconsin, and as of several years ago, 
the business was still in operation.

I now own Lake Edge Stamp 
Service, which has been in operation 
for over 20 years. I originally planned 
to buy my parents’ home and spend my 
retirement on Shawano Lake, thus the 
name Lake Edge. That did not happen, 
and I now live in McFarland, Wis. (at 
least I live near a lake).

Material offered — My business 
serves worldwide collectors providing 
packets and lots to build collections. 
The best thing about being a stamp 
dealer is the relationships that are built 
over the years.

Contact information — After many 
years as a show dealer, I am now a mail-
order dealer. I advertise in major philatelic 
magazines and have a website, www.lake-
edge-stamps.com.

Interesting philatelic note — You 
might be interested to know that since 
Covid-19, my business has nearly dou-
bled. My regular customers have increased 
their monthly purchases because they have 
nowhere to go. In addition, former collectors 
are returning to the hobby and are enjoying 
building their new collections at very fair 
low prices. I truly have a passion for our 
hobby. I have been blessed to be a part of it 
as a collector, exhibitor and dealer.  

Happy collecting!
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Bob Voss
Lake Edge Stamp Service
McFarland, Wis.

Any dealer who wishes to 

participate in a future 

spotlight may contact 

Brian Liedtke at 

bjlstamps@yahoo.com.

Phil McCormick, of Neenah, Wis., 
died on September 9, 2020. He was 75 
years old and had been battling cancer 
for several years.

Phil was a Vietnam War veteran 
and worked in industrial sales.

As a well-known and respected 
stamp dealer, Phil operated McCor-
mick Marketing and participated in 
many Wisconsin shows. 

Phil received the WFSC Dealer 
Recognition Award in 2010. He was a 
member of the Outagamie Philatelic 
Society.

CLOSED ALBUM
Phil McCormick

William “Bill” J. Yankus, age 77, of 
St. Lawrence, Wis., passed away on 
September 8, 2020. 

Bill was not one to sit still. He 
was active in a number of organiza-
tions serving youth. He was in the 
Kingsmen Drum Corps and became 
an instructor for several years. He was 
a leader for the St. Lawrence Eager 
Beavers 4H Club. He also joined the 
St. Lawrence fire department and 
became one of their first EMTs.

Bill was very active with the Boy 
Scouts. He attended several jambo-
rees throughout the United States 
and Europe where he taught stamp 
collecting. He was involved with an 
updating of the Stamp Collecting 
Merit Badge manual. Bill was also 
active in Scouts on Stamps Society 
International and often staffed their 
society table at stamp shows within 
and surrounding Wisconsin. 

Bill was a member of the Kettle 
Moraine Coin and Stamp Club.

CLOSED ALBUM
Bill Yankus



WFSC SHOW SCHEDULE

 Send your show listing information to Karen Weigt, 4184 Rose Ct., 

Middleton, WI 53562  — 608-609-6173 or klweigt@gmail.com.

The WISCOPEX that Never Happened
UNIQUE COVER OFFER!

The Fond du Lac Stamp Club is offering covers prepared for WIS-
COPEX 2020, the event hosted by the FDL club but never happened. 
The set of two cachets include an overprint heralding the event 
cancellation due to the historic nationwide Covid-19 pandemic.

The covers commemorate the 400th anniversary of the Mayflower 
arrival that occurred in 1620. The franking is canceled with a red July 7, 
2020, Fond du Lac Post Office circular date stamp.

To mail order, send $6 for the set of two ($3.50 each for singles) to 
Clarence Davis, W4022 Linden Dr., Malone, WI 53049. Include a No. 
10 SASE and make checks payable to the Fond du Lac Stamp Club.

Here’s the only known 2020 show within and 
surrounding Wisconsin that has not yet been 

canceled due to Covid-19 restrictions. Before planning 
to attend, contact the MSDA to make sure it will take 
place. Keep checking at www.wfscstamps.org for the 

2021 show list as it develops. 

December 5-6, 2020
Madison, WI

MSDA Madison Show 
Midwest Stamp Dealers Assoc.

Crowne Plaza Hotel, 4402 E. Washington Ave.
Sat. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sun. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

bourse only

PATRONIZE OUR 
ATFP ADVERTISERS
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