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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
by Gregg Greenwald
WFSC President

THE WFSC
“OFFICIAL” FAMILY
One of my new duties is to review the
WFSC committees
and their members
(list shown below).
I am extremely
grateful for those
who have volunteered their service.
If you have any questions about the
WFSC reach out to the committee members. In addition, please support those
committees when they reach out to you
for insights.
This is what the WFSC is all about!
• American Philatelic Society Rep:
Al Vick — Handle WFSC chapter membership matters.
• American Topical Association
Rep: Robert J. Mather — Handle
WFSC chapter membership matters.
• Corporate Registered Agent: Al
Vick – Ensure that annual WFSC incorporation reports are filed.

• Finance Committee: Chrmn.
David Rees, Charles Shoemaker, John
Paré — Maintain inventory control, prepare annual budgets, review project and
newsletter budgets, and make financial
recommendations to the WFSC Executive Board.
• Publicity and Public Relations
Committee: Chrmn. MaryAnn Bowman, Aimee Devine, Ken Grant,
Karen Weigt — Promote a positive and
up-front image of the WFSC through a
variety of means.
• Judging Committee: Chrmn. Rob
Henak and Tim Wait — Maintain a
listing of WFSC judges and apprentices,
provide judges and judging guidelines for
local WFSC member club shows, recruit
and train new judges, and provide awards
criteria and current judging sheets.
• Bylaws Committee: Chrmn. Douglas Henkle, David Borchert, Karen
Weigt — Periodically review existing
bylaws and standing rules, recommend
amendments to reflect changing times
and functions of the WFSC, and consider
suggested amendments made by others.
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CHRISTMAS/
HOLIDAY
GREETING
CHALLENGE
CLUBS! INDIVIDUALS!
Send a Christmas/Holiday greeting to your fellow philatelists. Do
it with a philatelic item. Scan it as a
.jpg file (no less than 150 dpi) and attach it to an email that includes your
greeting text. Send to webmaster@
wfscstamps.org. We’ll post it on the
WFSC website. Deadline for submissions is December 15, 2021.
All individuals will get a $5
credit to use in the mail-bid auction
appearing in the January-February-March ATFP issue.
Here’s an example of a Christmas
philatelic greeting —
Your text could go here...

• Awards Chairman: Dan Undersander — Maintain awards inventory,
prepare awards and ensure that they are
properly distributed.
• Committee on Exhibitions: Chrmn.
Bob Jobe/Ken Grant, Bob Voss, Brian
Liedtke — Serve as counsel to WISCOPEX host clubs and periodically
review and update the rules for annual
exhibitions.
(cont’d. on p. 2)

President’s Message
(cont’d. from p. 1)

• Hall of Fame Committee: Chrmn.
John Paré, Dan Undersander, Dave
Carney — Publicize the Wisconsin
Philatelic Hall of Fame, seek and screen
nominations, and ensure that Hall of
Fame functions and formal inductions
are handled in an orderly and respectable fashion.
Permanent Record Book: Karen
Weigt — House and keep the book up
to date.
• Nominating Committee: Chrmn.
Brian J. Liedtke, Karen Weigt —
Canvass WFSC clubs for qualified candidates for the offices of president, vice
president, secretary, and treasurer.
• Historian/Archivist: Clarence Davis — Gather and maintain the historical files and WFSC memorabilia.
• Webmaster: Greg Riesterer —
Maintain the WFSC website.
• Website Committee: Chrmn. Greg
Riesterer, MaryAnn Bowman, Aimee
Devine, Doug Henkle —Evaluate the
WFSC website for visual appeal, content, and ease of use.
• Facebook Administrator: Aimee
Devine — Promote and maintain the
account with up-to-date postings.
• Newsletter –
Interim Editor: Karen Weigt —
Produce Across the Fence Post.

Ad Manager: Brian Liedtke — Solicit ads and handle associated monetary
matters.
Show Calendar and Registry: Karen
Weigt —Serve as contact for club show
dates.
Distributors: Bert Hart and Charles
Shoemaker — Perform all tasks involved with mailing each issue of ATFP
to the WFSC membership.
Editorial Advisory Council: Chrmn.
Ray Perry, MaryAnn Bowman, Aimee
Devine, Ken Grant, Brian Liedtke,
Darlene Waterstreet — Serve as counsel to the editor.
Indexer: Darlene Waterstreet
• Show/Bourse/Meeting Info Flier:
Karen Weigt — Gather information and
produce the annual flier.
• Speakers Bureau Coordinator:
Karen Weigt — Maintain and promote
a listing of speakers willing to present a
program at local club meetings.
• WISCOPEX 2022 — Chrmn.
Clarence Davis, John Pare (exhibits), Joe Kowalski (publicity), David
Borchert (silent auction), Karen Barouski (finance), Aimée Devine (youth/
beginners).

JOIN THE WFSC EBLAST LIST!
Send your email address to our Eblast
Manager Ken Grant at grantke@uwplatt.
edu. Be sure to send Ken any address
changes, too.

Across the Fence Post is the official publication of the Wisconsin
Federation of Stamp Clubs, Inc., a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. The WFSC is a life member of the APS (since 1953), and a
chapter member of the ATA For more information about the WFSC,
please visit the website, www.wfscstamps.org.
ATFP is usually published 10 times a year in January, February, March, April, May-June, July, August-September, October,
November and December. News of Wisconsin collectors, club
news and other gratis original features are welcomed. The editor
accepts submissions in any format, but prefers email if possible. The editor reserves the right
to make editorial changes to submitted copy. Material appearing in ATFP not carrying an individual copyright notice may be reproduced only by not-for-profit organizations, provided the
author(s) and ATFP receive credit or attribution. All materials carrying an individual copyright
notice are the sole property of the author(s).
Unless explicitly stated by an officer in conjunction with official WFSC business, opinions
expressed by the editor or individual authors are not necessarily endorsed by the WFSC.
Submission deadlines for editorial and advertising materials are the 1st of the month preceding mont of publication (i.e., Jan 1 for Feb. issue). Editorial matter should be sent to: Karen
Weigt, Interim Editor ATFP, 4184 Rose Ct., Middleton, WI, 608-609-6173, klweigt@gmail.com.
Send advertising material to Brian Liedtke, Advertising Manager, ATFP, 4625 So. Scot
Dr., New Berlin, WI 53131, 414-731-9794, admanager@wfscstamps.org. For a complete list
of advertising rates and policies (display, classified, and listings), request a copy from the
advertising manager.
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FEDERATION N EWS
SUMMER EXECUTIVE BOARD
MEETING NOTES — JULY 19, 2021,
VIA ZOOM

FALL EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING
NOTES — OCTOBER 1, 2021,
VIA ZOOM

Region VP Reports — Reports were
provided by Ray Perry and John Paré,
Clarence Davis provided a report on
behalf of Don Kurki.
Treasurer’s report — Al Vick
submitted a January 1 thru June 30, 2021,
financial report showing a balance of
$8739.68. Of that total, $500 is earmarked
for other projects. Financial results of
Stamp-O-Rama held on May 22 were noted as positive. Costs were largely offset
by healthy sales revenue.
WISCOPEX /StampFest 2021 —
The October 9 date and location at
Ronald Reagan Elementary School in
New Berlin were confirmed. The show
will be sponsored in collaboration with
the Milwaukee Philatelic Society.
Bob Mather reported that seven
dealers have already paid for tables with
others expressing interest. John Paré
volunteered to serve as exhibits chairman. WISCOPEX 2020 (canceled) covers will be used with the 2021 theme of
“We’re Back.” Several other activities
and aspects of the show were discussed.
ATFP — Karen Weigt will continue as interim editor with issues done
quarterly. Feedback from delegates at
the May 15 Annual Business Meeting
seemed to favor continuing with current
print copy numbers.
Hall of Fame — Members of the
committee invite nominations for the
class of 2022.
WISCOPEX 2022 — Clarence
Davis offered to investigate possible
locations in Fond du Lac.
Great American Stamp Show — It
was agreed to have the WFSC sponsor a one-day bus trip to the show at
Rosemont, Ill. The WFSC will share a
booth with the Wisconsin Postal History
Society.
Next meeting date — The next
meeting will be October 1 via Zoom.

Treasurer’s report — New Treasurer
David Rees was not at the meeting but
related that the January 1 thru September
30, 2021, financial report will be forthcoming via email. MaryAnn Bowman
reported that she has material donated to
the WFSC. Brian Liedtke stated that the
WFSC has a bank debit card and he has
made arrangements to become the second
signer on the checking account.
WISCOPEX /StampFest 2021 —
Brian Liedtke reported on progress of
plans.
WISCOPEX 2022 — Clarence
Davis confirmed that he has made arrangements for the show to be held April
9-10 at the Retlaw Hotel in Fond du Lac.
Progress of plans consisted of naming
volunteers for major show activities. The
WFSC will provide exhibit show ribbons
at bulk cost and certificates, the Champion of Champions award (if needed), and
fees and banquet tickets for two judges.
ATFP — Karen Weigt will continue as interim editor with issues done
quarterly. Ray Perry and John Paré will
explore possibilities for a new editor
in the southern portion of the state.
Brian Liedtke said new advertising rates
for quarterly editions of ATFP will be
forthcoming. Karen Weigt reported
that APRL work on digitizing 1932-78
WFSC newsletters is proceeding.
A one-per-person $5 credit toward
the next ATFP mail-bid auction will be
provided for philatelic holiday greetings
submitted to the WFSC website.
Region VP Matters — Effective
October 1, President Gregg Greenwald
appointed Bill Manka to replace Don
Kurki as East Central Region VP. Don
had requested his retirement from the
position. Ray Perry submitted a written
report of Wisconsin Postal History Society and Northeast Region club activities.
2022 Dues — Dues at the rate of
$1.50 per member will be solicited as
of December 2021. It was noted that
2021 dues had been waived due to the
pandemic.
Next meeting date — The next
meeting will be at 10 a.m. on January 8,
2022, via Zoom.

IS ONE OF THESE
YOU?

Editor: Across the Fence Post
Wisconsin Federation of Stamp
Clubs (WFSC) is in need of an
editor for its publication, Across
the Fence Post. You could be that
editor. Picture yourself in one of the
above blank faces. Your responsibilities would include:
• Planning the issues
• Contacting writers
• Working with the ad manager
• Leading the Editorial
Committee
• Sending PDF copy to printer
and requesting number of
copies to be printed
• Adhering to publishing schedule
• Be timely
• Be attuned to deadlines
You can expect the following support from the Editorial Committee:
• Being available for guidance if
desired
• Suggesting article topics
• Suggesting and soliciting
article authors
• Assistance with proofreading
• Assistance with laying out the
scheduling plan
• Providing guidance on how to
accomplish the tasks
Please, please, please take another
look at those silhouettes above.
When you can see yourself in one
of those images, please contact
Ray Perry at: fiveperrys@athenet.
net or call at (920) 660-2154 with
your name and contact information.
Thank you!
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MOR E FEDERATION N EWS
CALL FOR HALL OF FAME NOMINATIONS
The WFSC recognizes up to three
prominent Wisconsin philatelists per
year for their contributions to the hobby.
Nominations for 2022 candidates for the
Wisconsin Philatelic Hall of Fame are
due December 31, 2021.
Please note the following when submitting nominations:
• Contributions of a purely local
club nature shall not be the sole reason
for selection to the Hall of Fame.
• A deceased philatelist may not
be nominated or considered until three
years after his/her death.
Only WFSC member clubs may submit nominations and each nomination
must be seconded by two other member
clubs. The nominating club is responsible for making arrangements with
the seconding clubs to provide those
seconds. The nomination and seconds
should be sent together to the chairman
of the Hall of Fame Committee.
A nomination should include a statement identifying the nominee, a short
philatelic biography, and the reasons why
that person should be selected for the
Wisconsin Philatelic Hall of Fame.

by Joe Kowalski, Fond du Lac Stamp Club

Send the nomination and seconds
to John Paré, Chrmn., Hall of Fame
Committee, 405 Perimeter Rd., Mount
Horeb, WI 53572, pare16@mhtc.net.

BILL MANKA APPOINTED NEW
EAST CENTRAL REGION VP
On October 1, Bill
Manka, of Fond
du Lac, Wis., was
appointed the new
WFSC East Central
Region VP. Bill
steps in for Don
Kurki, who requested retirement from
this position held since 2015.
Bill is a member and vice president
of the Fond du Lac Stamp Club. He is
also a member of the American Philatelic
Society, the American Topical Association and the United Nations Philatelists.
He served as bourse chairman for WISCOPEX 2016 and 2017.
Bill has collected stamps since grade
school but not seriously until retirement
in 2012 as director of bands for Fond du

Lac Schools. His major collecting interests are United States, United Nations,
Olympics, and some foreign.
Bill can be seen at various shows
helping Bill Birch at the Lake Country
Stamps booth..
We welcome Bill to the WFSC “official family” and express our many, many
thanks to Don Kurki for his service to
the WFSC.

CLOSED ALBUM
Ken Hrubec

Ken Hrubec, a
member of the
Badger Stamp Club,
died on July 27,
2021. He was 70
years old.
Ken spent his
lifelong career operating a metal finishing business in Illinois. Upon retirement,
he moved to Viroqua, Wis.
Ken was an ardent worldwide collector. His passion for the stamp collecting
hobby lives on through a request that
any memorials be given to the American
Philatelic Society.

— A CHAIN PUZZLE

Solve this philatelic chain puzzle by using the last letter in one answer as the first letter in the next answer.
Philatelic tweezers
Scott #B1, B2, B3, etc.
Stamp not quite mint
Everyday, non-commemorative stamp
USPS pro who cuts a design into a printing plate
See No. 4 above (two words)
Non-collector’s word for cover
Inverted Jenny is the most famous one
Iranian stamp denomination
Printing paper with alternating grid
D on early British stamps stood for
All U.S. covers before 1847
Adjacent stamps with different designs
Across _____ Fence Post
The _____ of this puzzle!
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See answers for this chain puzzle
at the WFSC website (wfscstamps.org) or in the January-February-March ATFP.

by MaryAnn Bowman, WFSC VP Youth Division
Chrmn. Publicity and Public Relations Committee

CLUB CONNECTIONS

T

he fall and winter seasons
are fast upon us and I can’t
help but wonder if COVID
and its varieties will again bring
a curtailment of philatelic activities. As we proceed through the
coming months, write and let me
know how your club is doing,
where you are meeting, and what
activities you are engaging in.
As this is being written in
August, many clubs have not resumed their schedules. A few did
meet during the summer and can
be reported upon here.
Auctions seem to be a popular summer meeting activity,
perhaps drawing members that
might not otherwise venture
out. These auctions have taken
various formats including silent
as well as oral. Some clubs put
limits on the number of items
each member may submit. Most
clubs have some form of auction
template providing consistency in
lot descriptions.
The Northwoods Philatelic Society, as well as others
I’m sure, have made use of the
American Philatelic Society’s
offer to send boxes of stamps to
pick through — all for the cost
of postage only. These “penny”
boxes offer collectors an opportunity to add new material to their
collections while enjoying the
socialization that goes on among
collectors as they pick ‘n’ poke
plus the sharing of stories while
helping to seek out items not only
for their own collections but also

for those other members sitting
around the table.
The Waukesha County
Philatelic Society had one trial
meeting before summer. All of
the philatelic magazines that
had been accumulating since the
pandemic were brought to that
meeting. Members selected one
journal to take home and will
report at the September meeting
on an interesting article that they
read.
The Milwaukee Philatelic
Society continued to hold in-person meetings during the pandemic. Although attendance was
down, membership increased as
a special invitation was mailed
using address labels provided by
the American Philatelic Society.
MPS continued their series of
Stamp Collecting 101, sharing the
how-tos and basics of the hobby. Most recently, Bob Mather
explored topical collecting and
shared items from his own collection. The September meeting is
going to revisit a popular program hosted pre-pandemic called
“Who Wants to be a Philatelic
Millionaire.”
American Topical Association Chapter 5 (Milwaukee)
continues their Zoom meetings
and programs through the end of
2021 and has made them available to the collecting public either
to attend in virtual person or to
revisit later through the WFSC
YouTube channel. If your club is
looking for an educational pro-

gram, you might want to consider
streaming one of these videos.
One to try this holiday season is
“Hannukkah.” The Jewish holiday is well represented by philatelic material and the story and
customs related to the celebration. Additionally, there are many
other websites that offer PowerPoint or similar programming.
Member participation in activities is paramount to the success
of clubs and the same can be said
of the Federation.
• Consider creating a holiday
greeting that will be posted to the
website. Find a favorite, interesting, or unusual philatelic item,
whether a stamp, cover, or postcard, and add a message or greeting. Submit the greeting to the
WFSC webmaster. More specific
instructions are found on p. 1.
• Use some of your time to
create a 4- or 8-page mini-exhibit and plan to enter it at WISCOPEX 2022.
• Another silent auction will
appear in the January-February-March Across the Fence Post.
Your winning bids help support
the Federation.
• Write an article of any
length — short or a longer article
and see it published in ATFP.
• And as always, the WFSC
as well as your local club is looking for volunteers to help with
committee work and as officers.
Make participation a part
of your philatelic calendar and
reap the rewards while learning and interacting with fellow
collectors. q
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by MaryAnn Bowman and Brian Liedtke, Waukesha County Philatelic Society

CLUBS AT A GLANCE
WAUKESHA COUNTY PHILATELIC SOCIETY — A PROUD HERITAGE

F

ormed in 1969 by the late Mary
Ann Owens, the Waukesha
County Philatelic Society
(WCPS) meets twice a month except
for the months of July and August.
COVID-19 put a damper on things the
past 18 months but the club is resuming
meetings again. Like many other clubs,
we are having to look for a new location and are temporarily gathering in
the community room of the Downtown
Branch of the Waukesha State Bank.
The club is a member of the Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs, the
American Philatelic Society, and the
American Topical Association.
Currently meeting the second and
fourth Thursdays of the month, the
group meets informally at 7 p.m. with
any business and programming starting
at 7:30 p.m. Almost every meeting has
an auction or some way for members
to buy, sell, or trade stamps. Programs
vary, with the show-and-tell member
participation events being popular.
Guest speakers and audio-visual programs are also well received. Games,
activities, and scavenger hunts round out
the types of programs offered.
Members have a wide and varied
collecting palette. Many are U.S. collectors and several have found collecting
worldwide more to their liking. Collectors of topical stamps will feel right at
home whether collecting a broad topic
such as space or a very esoteric subject such as cows facing left. There are
collectors of picture postcards, postal
history, and back-of-the-book items such
as federal duck stamps and revenues.
This is also a group that loves to eat!
In addition to the December Christmas
party, members enjoy a July summer
picnic and ice cream social in June. Although monthly treats are not scheduled,
somehow various sweets manage to occasionally find their way to the meeting.
Over the years, the club has engaged
in outreach programs that support the
hobby and its members. Perhaps the
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largest in scale was the first-ever youth
area staged at the national APS StampShow held in Milwaukee in 1982. It
received much publicity and was the
precursor to youth areas at other stamp
shows throughout the United States.

This led to the cub eventually participating in KIDPEX, an all-youth stamp
show with exhibits by youth and activities aimed at visiting children. The most
recent (pre-pandemic) program was a
series of stamp collecting classes offered
through senior learning opportunities.
The WCPS has hosted WISCOPEX
on two different occasions. The club
has also produced first-day, as well as
commemorative covers for the state’s
sesquicentennial, Carroll College anniversary, a first flight out of Waukesha
County Airport, Zip code days, and
other special Waukesha County events.
The club is still going strong and
has a rich heritage for which they can
be proud. Membership numbers have
remained about the same over the years.
Receptive to new and beginning youth
and adult collectors, the club has also
been “home” to a number of collectors who have taken the hobby to new
heights with their knowledge and played
prominent roles in state, national, and
international philately. You can read
about them and their contributions in
past issues of Across the Fence Post.
They are WFSC Hall of Famers and
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include Mary Ann Owens, Jerry Husak,
MaryAnn Bowman, Jim Maher, Frank
Moertl, Bob Mather, John Fagan, Father
David Christel, Bill Otto, and Eugene
Bowman. One of our members, William
Stroebel, authored a specialized publication of over 400 cachet illustrations of
Crosby first-day covers.
Perhaps the most well known of our
members was the founder Mary Ann
Owens, who was a strong proponent
of collecting stamps by topic at a time
when that was not an accepted branch of
philately. Her first major topical subject
was elephants, later forming additional
topical collections (umbrellas, badgers,
lady bugs, Blue Danube, and others)
including an award-winning exhibit
that philatelically told the genealogy of
her father’s family. She went on to win
many gold medals at national and international stamp shows. She served as an
accredited judge for the APS and ATA.
Her philatelic influence continued while
serving on the prestigious Citizens’
Stamp Advisory Committee for the U.S.
Postal Service.
Of course, every club also has
its colorful collector members and
one, who will remain nameless, was
a vest-pocket dealer who came to the
meetings with stamps to sell. But his
mode of operation was to wet his finger
and use it to pick up stamps — so much
for the use of tongs. His material was
of poor quality and usually stained,
damaged, and generally not in condition
worthy of those with a true collecting
gene. He was a faithful member carrying
his satchel with stamps to sell.
Today’s members learn about club
happenings through a mailed newsletter,
the Mail Chute. But for the first approximately 24 years of the club, there was an
additional publication that was handed
out to those attending the meetings.
Called The Tattler, it was faithfully
published by Frank Moertl and included the minutes of the past meeting and
the treasurers report. Frank was also an
avid postal historian and researched and
wrote articles for the Wisconsin Postal
History Society.
Low-cost dues, mailed meeting
notices, twice-monthly meetings, opportunities to buy and sell stamps, educational programming, and a fun-friendly
group await those who join the Waukesha County Philatelic Society. q

by Christine Sanders, editor of Yule Log, publication of the Christmas Philatelic Club

The Christmas Seals of the Salvatorian
Seminary in St. Nazianz, Wisconsin
Adapted from a mini-exhibit at MILCOPEX 2019.
Reprinted with permission from Yule Log, Vol. 52, No. 4, October, November, December 2020

I

n 1896, members of the Society of the Divine Savior, also
known as Salvatorians, came to St. Nazianz, Wis., and
assumed responsibility for the Catholic institutions in the
village. By 1909 they had built a four-story monastery, and
those studying for the priesthood attended St. Mary’s College there. In 1925, the facility began expansion with a new
three-story building. This was the first year that Salvatorian
Seminary seals were offered to support the seminary. It is not
surprising that Christmas seals were a very important mechanism for raising funds for the seminary as the patronal feast of
the Salvatorians is Christmas Day.
Seals issued from 1925 through 1928 are shown in Figure
1. In both 1925 and 1928 an image of Baby Jesus in the crib
was used with multiple seals issued
with varying colors
of backgrounds and
frames. An image
of Christ as a boy
was used for 1926
and 1927. Again,
multiple seals with
different background and frame
colors were issued.
All of the early
seals were issued in
booklets of 100 (10
pages of 10 seals)
with information
about the seminary
Figure 1 — Seals issued from 1925 through 1928
on the front and
an image of the seminary on the back of the booklet (Figures
2a and 2 b). In 1929, seals were issued with five images each
in red and green frames — one of which is shown on the top
right corner of the front of the booklet. All of these seals stated
that they were for the benefit of the Salvatorian Seminary, St.
Nazianz, Wis.
The five images used in 1929 were also used in 1930
as shown in Figure 3. Two series were issued with the first
having each image in a red or green frame very similar to the
1929 seals.
A postcard bearing one of the 1929 seals mailed in Milwaukee, Wis., with a slogan cancel of “Mail Early for Christmas” is shown in Figure 4. It is postmarked Dec 18, 1929.

Figure 2a — Front booklet cover with information about the seminary

Figure 2b — Back booklet cover with image of the seminary

Figure 3 — Booklet pane of five images used in 1929 and 1930

Figure 4 — Postcard mailed in Milwaukee, Wis., with 1929 seal

(cont’d. on p. 8)
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Christmas Seals of Salvatorian Seminary in St. Nazianz, Wis.
(cont’d. from p. 7)

FIGURES 5e - 5f — MORE PANES OF SEALS FROM A 1933 BOOKLET

After 1930, more variations appeared in the Salvatorian
seals. Booklets contained many different images as well as
different formats and colors. Some were multicolored while
others were single colors printed on silver or gold paper. Some
were die-cut figurals while others were heavily embossed.
Examples of each of the six different panes of seals from a
1933 booklet are shown in Figures 5a-5f. Note that these do
not have the name of the organization issuing the seals or their
purpose. This was only found on the cover of the booklet.
FIGURES 5a - 5d — EXAMPLES OF SIX DIFFERENT PANES OF SEALS
FROM A 1933 BOOKLET

These seals must have been a successful vehicle for raising
funds to support the seminary for in 1933, seals For All Occasions were issued and in 1934 the Salvatorian Fathers started
offering greeting cards for Christmas, Easter and All Occasions. All proceeds from these sales were to support “our boys
studying for the Holy priesthood.”
In 1939, a new four-story seminary was dedicated that
could accommodate up to 150 students. This building was on
the cover of many Christmas seal booklets from 1939 through
the 1950s as shown on the 1941 booklet (Figure 6). Metallic
push-out seals became the predominant type (the blue and
silver seals shown in Figure 7).

Figure 6 — New four-story seminary building on 1941 boklet cover

Figure 7 — Blue and silver metallic push-out seals

(cont’d. on p. 9)

8

Across the Fence Post October-November-December 2021

Christmas Seals of Salvatorian Seminary in St. Nazianz, Wis.
(cont’d. from p. 9)

From 1942 through 1944, Christmas seals included a pane of
Patriotic Seals with Peace the predominant message (Figure 8).

In the late 1950s and early 1960s, a few small sheets of
metallic push-out seals were produced. These were the size
of two panes and had the name of the Society on the side
of the sheet.
By the mid-to-late 1960s, perforated seals were produced in sheets of 30 or 48 seals. Each seal has “Society of
the Divine Savior” at the bottom. Examples are shown in
Figures 12a-12c.
Figures 12a - 12c — Three
examples of perforated
seals produced in
sheets of 30 or 48.

Figure 8 — Pane of patriotic seals with “Peace” message

Panes of airmail etiquettes and package address labels were
also enclosed in these sets as well as labels to indicate special
handling (Figures 9a-9c).

Figures 9a - 9c — Airmail etiquette
and special handling labels

Although booklets with metallic
push-out seals predominated in the early 1950s, panes enclosed
in window envelopes were distributed in the later 1950s. Figure
10 shows one such envelope containing six panes of seals, each
of which has the Society’s name on the bottom. A full pane in
gold and blue is shown in Figure 11.

The Salvatorian Seminary at St.
Nazianz taught its last
class of seminarians
in 1967-68. Due to
low enrollment, it
became an all-boys
high school, JFK Prep
School, run by the
Salvatorians in 1969.
Female students were
added in 1970. The
school was closed
in 1982. q

EXAMPLES OF SEALS ON COVER

Figure 10 — Window envelope containing six panes of seals

1931 cover with slogan cancel of “Mail Early for Christmas”
Figure 11 — Pane of gold and blue seals found in window envelopes

(cont’d. on p. 10)
Across the Fence Post October-November-December 2021
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Christmas Seals of Salvatorian Seminary in St. Nazianz, Wis.
(cont’d. from p. 9)

1935 cover postmarked Christmas Day in Christmas, Fla.

1957 cover with seals from multiple organizations. Metallic seals at bottom are from
the Salvatorian Seminary. Note the use of two franking areas from
postal cards instead of stamps.

The Christmas Philatelic Club (CPC) is a worldwide not-for-profit
organization founded by Kenneth W. Mackenzie in Harmony, Minn.,
in 1969.
The CPC welcomes individuals who seek to share the spirit of
Christmas all year long. CPC is an affiliate of the American Topical
Association and the American Philatelic Society. The CPC meets at
popular stamp shows. Membership includes a subscription to the Yule
Log, CPCs award-winning quarterly publication. For more information
visit the CPC website at www.ChristmasPhilatelic Club.org.

CHICAGOPEX, November 19-21
SUPEX, November 27
MSDA, January 15-16
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by Milt Wirth, Northwoods Philatelic Society

MACHIN MADNESS IV — 4d Vermillion and the Fri

I

found an interesting cover in a
Machin lot received from a dealer in
Scotland. After conducting some research, I learned that this cover (shown
on the right) and what it represents
offers an interesting story. The cover
was addressed to a Captain de Vall of
the S.S. Fri (pronounced “free”) al (of)
Aalborg, with each port stop identified
with a stamp and cancellation.
The Fri, as indicated in the upper left
of the cover, was the last sailing cargo
ship from North Europe to San Francisco. The initials “S.S.” are incorrect.
The more accurate designation is “C.V.,”
Cargo Vessel.
The Fri was built in 1912 in RingAndersen’s Shipyard, Builder’s No.
112, and named Anne Margrethe. Other
names this ship was registered under
over the years of her existence include
Knudsine, Elsbeth, Solyst, Fri af Aalborg, and finally Fri of San Francisco,
which was shortened to Fri.

The Fri sailing into San Francisco Bay
September 24, 1969

The Fri was purchased by its first
American owner and captain, Norman
de Vall, for $8,000 in 1968.
Finding a crew to take Fri and
her cargo from Denmark to
San Francisco was achieved
by placing an ad in the Herald
Paris Tribune. It said, “No Job,
All Work.” Over 100 individuals applied for the various
crew positions; the final crew
roster listed three Germans, an
Aussie, a Kiwi, and two Americans, and included a doctor, a
shipwright, two deckhands, and
a watch captain.
The voyage from Denmark
to San Francisco Bay took about
4½ months as indicated by the
cancellation dates on the cover.
Cargo on board the Fri in
her 1969 voyage included
Tuborg beer, Drambuie liqueur,
Cherry Kiaffa wine, Guiness
stout, Asp Holmblad candles,
Teacher’s Scotch, and Avon
inflatable dinghies.
The trip had its challenges
— broken spars, torn sails, calm winds,
and a near foundering near Puerto Rico
needing underwater repairs. But they
entered San Francisco Bay more than
50 years ago and delivered the key
from the city of Edinburgh, Scotland, to
then-Mayor Alioto.
The stamp affixed to this very
interesting cover is
a pre-decimal sterling currency 4d
British Machin issued June 5, 1967.
The original color
of this Machin
was sepia, but was
reissued June 6,
1969, in vermillion
due to sepia being

4d vermillion
Machin

Front of cover

Back of Cover

confused with the 5d royal blue-colored
Machin when viewed under artificial
lighting. Since the 8d Machin was
already vermillion, its color was subsequently changed to turquoise blue.
This stamp is unwatermarked, perforated 15x14, measures 17½ by 21½
millimeters, and was printed utilizing
the photogravure process.
After leaving Aalborg, Denmark,
in 1969, dates of the Fri’s ports of calls
seen on the cover include May 5, 1969,
Leith (Edinburgh); July 1969, Panama;
September 2, 1969, Acapulco; and October 6, 1969, San Francisco.
Other covers exist with different
stamps affixed, which would indicate a
philatelic rather than commercial use. q

Captain Norman de Vall, born 1940
Across the Fence Post October-November-December 2021
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WFSC AT GASS

WFSC EXHIBITORS AT GASS
l

StampShow Multi-Frame Awards

John Paré — Large Gold for The
Evolution of Airmail Service Between
Bermuda and the U.S., 1925-1939
Timothy G. Wait – Large Gold
for U. S. Civil War Documentary
Taxes 1862-1872 - also American
Association of Philatelic Exhibitors
Epilogue Award and United States
Philatelic Classics Society Award
Timothy G. Wait – Gold for
Rockford Illinois Postal Markings
1837-1939 – also United States Cancellation Club Award
StampShow Single-Frame Awards

Cheryl R. Ganz – Gold for British
Airship R100
l
National Topical Stamp Show MultiFrame Awards

Larry T. Nix - Vermeil for Melvil
Dewey - American Library Pioneer & Social Reformer - also Americana Award

APS MEMBERSHIP
RECOGNITIONS AT GASS
Received 50-year medallion —
Larry Glenzer (Central Wisconsin
Statmp Club), Michael Sullivan
(Badger Stamp Club), Al Vick (Badger
Stamp Club and Wisconsin Postal
History Society).
Received a 25-year recognition —
Brian Liedtke (Milwaukee Philatelic
Society, Waukesha County Philatelic
Society, Wisconsin Postal History
Society), Charles Shoemaker (Badger
Stamp Club).
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The group shown above traveled to and from GASS
on a WFSC chartered bus

AmeriCover Multi-Frame Awards

John Pare – Large Gold for The
1948 Wisconsin Statehood Issue:
Production, First Day Covers and
Postal Uses - also American First
Day Cover Society Award for
1946-Present
Larry T. Nix – Large Vermeil
for America’s Libraries - The Stamp

Gregg
Greenwald
speaking at a
seminar about
publishing his
Puerto Rican
revenues
catalogue

AmeriCover Single-Frame Awards

Cheryl Ganz - Gold for Zeppelin Hindenburg & Tipex
l
Literature Competition

Gregg
Greenwald –
Vermeil for Catalogue of Puerto
Rico Revenues —
U.S. Administration 1899-Present

APS Judge Rob Henak, member of several
WFSC clubs judging exhibits at GASS
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John Paré at his Large Gold exhibit

WFSC/Wisconsin Postal History Society
shared-booth staffers (l. to r.) —
Brian Liedtke, Gregg Greenwald,
Karen Weigt, John Paré

WISCOPEX/STAMPFEST 2021 WRAP-UP

WISCOPEX 2021 PALMARES
Champion of Champion — Not held
Best of Show and First Place

Larry Nix — America’s Libraries - the Stamp
First Place

Moody R. Tidwell — First
Domestically Produced Definitive
Issues of South Africa: Pretoria
½d, 1d and 6d Typographic Issues
of 1927- 1929

Dealers Wayne Youngblood (blue shirt);
Gregg Greenwald and J.D. Manville
(red shirts in background)

WFSC President Gregg Greenwald (left red shirt)
congratulating exhibitors: Larry Nix (top l.) for Best
of Show, Moody Tidwell (top r.), Clarence Davis
(bottom l.) , and Dave Carney (bottom r.)

Second Place and Essig Most
Popular Award

Clarence Davis — Battleships
Third Place

Dave Carney — Postal History
of Outagamie County
Non-Competitive

John Paré — The 1948 Wisconsin Statehood Centennial Issue:
Production, First Day Covers And
Postal Uses
Four and Eight Page
Non-Competitive Exhibits

James E. Byrne — Insufficient Postage for Airmail: Shortpaid Covers
James E. Byrne — Mail
Transit Times in the Age of Steam,
1892-1906
James E. Byrne — Italian
Forces Fighting for the Nationalists in the Spanish Civil War,
1936-1939

Wisconsin Postal History Society meeting

GREEN BAY PHILATELIC
SOCIETY WINS WISCOPEX
CLUB AWARD
The Green Bay Philatelic Society
won the WISCOPEX Club Award by
earning the most points for exhibits
entered at WISCOPEX ‘21.
The purpose of this award is to
encourage WFSC clubs to promote
exhibiting. Points are credited to
each club for which the exhibitor
holds membership. The point system
is as follows: Champion of Champions - 5, Best of Show - 4, any 1st
Place - 3, any 2nd Place - 2, any 3rd
Place - 1. And, any non-competitive
four- or eight-page exhibit - 1. Here
are the points earned by each club at
WISCOPEX ‘21:

Ken Grant presents APS Volunteer Recognition
Award to Darlene Waterstreet (top l.); Karen Weigt
presents Darlene with WFSC President’s Award (top
r.); Tim Wait (bottom l.) and Ray Perry (bottom r.)
inducted to Wisconsin Philatelic Hall of Fame

Green Bay Philatelic Society - 7
Badger Stamp Club - 4
Northwoods Philatelic Society - 3
Fond du Lac Stamp Club - 2
Central Wisconsin Stamp Club - 1
Oshkosh Philatelic Society - 1
Youth and Beginner Tables — Aimée Devine; Bill
Gedemer and Bob Ulatt at MPS youth table

Congratulations to the Green
Bay Philatelic Society!

Dave Hunsicker (l.) welcomes show attendees;
Brian Liedtke (r.), show chairman, deserves a
round of applause!

Across the Fence Post October-November-December 2021
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DEALER SPOTLIGHT
This column features dealers who are WFSC members and/or participate at WFSC
member club shows. A complete listing of dealers appears at www.wfscstamps.org.
Please patronize our WFSC club-member and show dealers. These dealer profiles
are in response to a set of questions each received via email.

J.D. Manville, JADECO Stamps, Stevens Point, Wis.
Getting Started — My mother bought me a window envelope assortment of stamps that I got from the Easter Bunny in
the 1950s, and I was hooked. As an adult, I got back to collecting in the early 1990s. I opened my stamp and hobby store in
1999, which became the largest stamp store in the state.
Material offered — We offer everything in stamps and supplies. Stock includes 70-plus red boxes, supplements back into
the 1990s, 100-plus philatelic reference books, box lots, binders and dust cases, etc.
Show participation — We do WISCOPEX, our local Steven’s Point show,
Oshkosh, Green Bay, Madison, plus a few others on occasion.
Contact information — You can find us on Facebook and at 927 Main St.,
in Steven’s Point. The website is
www.jadecostampandhobby.com.
Email contact is jadeco@charter.
net, and phone at 715-341-5555 or
715-341-1111.
Interesting philatelic note —
Because we are pack rats, my son
and I had so much material at our
homes that we decided to open a
store in a rental space we had but
couldn’t rent.

Bill Birch, Lake Country Stamps, Hartland, Wis.
Getting Started — I started collecting stamps when I was
nine years old. I was primarily interested in United States and
accumulated worldwide stamps, which I traded. The trading
and selling of the worldwide stamps actually seemed to be
more fun than collecting. Consquently, at this young age I
knew I wanted to be a dealer. When retirement came, I had
the time to start a new venture and turned my hobby into a
business. I opened Lake Country Stamps in January 2010.
Material offered — I carry a wide range of moderately priced inventory of
worldwide and U.S. stamps and covers.
Show participation — Wisconsin shows
Contact information — Phone (262) 853- 0286, email bill@lakecountrystamps.com
Interesting philatelic note — The best part of being a dealer is the social
interaction with collectors and
other dealers at the shows. Beginners and juniors have the most
questions and have such great
enthusiasm. Spending time with
them is such fun.
I received the WFSC Dealer
Recognition award in 2015. I’ve
been a member of the American
Philatelic Society for 34 years.
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Any dealer who wishes to
participate in a future spotlight
may contact Brian Liedtke at
bjlstamps@yahoo.com.

PATRONIZE OUR
ATFP ADVERTISERS
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WFSC SHOW CALENDAR
Shows within and surrounding Wisconsin are quickly coming back. 		
Keep checking at www.wfscstamps.org for updates.

Send your show listing information to Karen Weigt, 4184 Rose Ct., Middleton, WI
53562 —
 608-609-6173 or klweigt@gmail.com.

April 9-10, 2022

December 4-5, 2021

March 11-13, 2022

Oshkosh Bourse
Oshkosh Philatelic Society
Hilton Garden Inn, 1355 W. 20th
Ave., Oshkosh, WI — hours 9-3
(Contact: Dave Carney,
920-750-3117,
dcarney1@new.rr.com)
bourse only

WISCOPEX ‘22
Wisconsin Federation of Stamp
Clubs 90th Convention and
Exhibition
(hosted by the Fond du Lac
Stamp Club)
Hotel Retlaw, One North Main
St., Fond du Lac, WI (Clarence
Davis, 920-929-9194,
davisclarence@gmail.com)
bourse, judged exhibits, seminars

MSDA Madison Show
Midwest Stamp Dealers Assoc.
DoubleTree by Hilton – Madison East, 4402 E Washington
Ave., Madison, WI
Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-3
bourse only

ASDA Stamp Show
American Stamp Dealers Assoc.
Holiday Inn Chicago Oakbrook,
17W350 22nd St.,
Oakbrook, IL
Fri. and Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-3
bourse only

January 15-16, 2022

February 12, 2022

September 16-18, 2022

ANSWERS TO A
SUPERLATIVE
POST OFFICE
MATCHING GAME

Janesville Annual Exhibition
and Bourse
Janesville Stamp Club
Holiday Inn Express, 3100
Wellington Pl, Janesville, WI
hours 9:30-4 (Contact: Aimée
Devine 608-758-1354,
spanishmoss72@sbcglobal.net
bourse, exhibits

MILCOPEX 2022
Milwaukee Philatelic Socity
NEW LOCATION
Brookfield Convention Center,
325 S. Moorland Rd.,
Brookfield, WI
Fri. and Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-3
www.Milwaukeephilatelic.org
bourse, judged exhibits, seminars

WFSC CLUB SHOWS
November 13, 2021

March 12-13, 2022
STAMPFEST ‘22
Milwaukee Philatelic Society
Crowne Plaza Milwaukee
Airport, 6301 S. 13th St.,
Milwaukee, WI
Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-3 (Contact:
Robert J. Mather, 262-968-2392,
burrobob@wi.rr.com)
bourse only

March 19, 2022
BAYPEX ‘22
Green Bay Philatelic Society
St. Matthew Catholic Church,
Multipurpose Rm., 2575 S.
Webster Ave. (parking in rear),
Green Bay, WI — hours 9-4
(Contact: Mark Schroeder,
920-337-9616, markthetuba@
gmail.com)
bourse, exhibits
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OTHER
MAJOR SHOWS
November 19-21, 2021
CHICAGOPEX 2021
Chicago Philatelic Society
Westin Chicago Northwest Hotel, 400 Park Blvd, Itasca, IL
Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-4
bourse, judged exhibits, seminars

November 27, 2021
SUPEX 2021
Suberban Collectors
Club of Chicago
Operating Engineers Hall, 6200
Joliet Rd., Countryside, IL
hours 10-4
bourse only
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MSDA Milwaukee Show
Midwest Stamp Dealers Assoc.
Crowne Plaza Milwaukee Airport, 6301 S. 13th St,
Milwaukee, WI
Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-3
bourse only

February 19-20, 2022
ROCKFORD 1-2-4 Stamp Expo
Rockford Stamp Club
Forest Hills Lodge, 1601 W.
Lane Rd. (Hwy. 173),
Rockford/Loves Park, IL
Sat. 10-5; Sun. 10-4
bourse, judged exhibits, auction
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WISCOPEX ‘22
April 9 at the Hotel Retlaw
Hosted by the
Fond du Lac Stamp Club
We’re back to the Hotel
Retlaw, at One North Main
St., Fond du Lac, WI
We’re looking forward to
a great turnout at the newly
renovated Retlaw drenched
in opulence that retains the Roaring Twenties
character of this historic structure — a fantastic
backdrop for a fantastic show.
For further information, contact Clarence Davis, 920-929-9194 or davisclarence@gmail.com.

