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NEWSLETTER OF THE WISCONSIN FEDERATION OF STAMP CLUBS
Bv WFSC President Jer,y D. Weasner

Time to Get Back to Stamps
Greetings, fellow
stamp collectors! It's
September, time to get
back to our albums and
those boxes of accumulations that need
soaking off paper. It's
also football season,
time to watch the
Packers play, too. Of
course, if you're a diehard collector, you'll
simply move the TV into the stamp den.
I hope your summer was as much fun as
mine - even with all the rainy days . I purchased several small collections that need
sorting and cataloging this fall. I finally got an
inventory CD for my computer so now I can
start to keep track of my collections .
Remember, Stamp collecting is fun and
educational!

WFSC Announcements
JIM AND RENEE SEILER APPOINTED
ATFP ADVERTISING MANAGERS
WFSC President Jerry D. Weasner has appointed Jim and Renee Seiler, of Renee's
Stamps, to serve as the WFSC newsletter
advertising managers . Effective immediately,
send all ads (commercial and stamp show) and

payment to: Jim and Renee Seiler, P.O. Box
247, Reedsville, WI 54230 - (414) 772-4297.
Continue to send "Stamp Show Calendar and
Registry " and cover listings directly to the editor.
Our many thanks to the Seilers for stepping
forward to fill this significant position which
had been vacant for a year.

1996 COVER EXCHANGE PROGRAM
The WFSC will again sponsor a nationwide
cover exchange program in which all stamp
clubs, philatelic organizations, and individuals
may participate. This is an opportunity for
clubs with leftover show, commemorative and
first-day covers to reduce their inventory by
exchanging them for different covers that can
be used as club auction items, door prizes or gifts.
The exchange program is being conducted in
conjunction with National Stamp Collecting
Month in October. The exchange offer will
expire October 31 , with. returns being made to
participants by mid-November.
Participants must submit 10 all-alike covers
and a large 55¢ SASE. In exchange, eight
different covers will be sent back. (The extra
covers will be used for the WFSC's youth
program.) Only unaddressed cacheted covers
bearing either pictorial or first-day cancels can
be submitted. A maximum of20 covers can be
submitted, and the cover exchange program
coordinator reserves the right to return covers
considered unsatisfactory for exchange.
To participate, send your covers and a 55¢
SASE to: WFSC, P .O . Box 1451, Waukesha,
WI 53187.

CALL FOR HALL OF FAME
NOMINATIONS
Nominations are now being accepted for the
1996 Wisconsin Philatelic Hall of Fame. The
deadline is December 31, 1996. Qualifications
required of nominees are: (1) contributions of a
purely local club nature shall not be the sole
reason for selection to the Hall of Fame; and
(b) a deceased philatelist may not be nominated
or considered for selection until three years
after his/her death.
Send your nornination(s) together with a
statement identifying the nominee, a short
philatelic biography, and the reasons why that

person should be selected for the Wisconsin
Philatelic Hall of F~e to: Karen L . Weigt,
Secy., WFSC, 4184 Rose Ct., Middleton, WI
53562-4339.
Only WFSC member clubs may submit
nominations, and each nomination must be
seconded by two other member clubs. The
nominating club is responsible for making
arrangements with the seconding clubs to
provide those seconds. The nomination and
seconds should be sent to the WFSC Secretary
in one mailing.

THANK YOU, ART ARNTSEN
The WFSC again extends its appreciation to Art
Arntsen, of the Badger Stamp Club, for
auditing the WFSC's 1995 financial records .

Club News
MICOPEX MOVES TO NEW LOCATION
MILCOPEX '96, September 20-22, will be
held in the Trademart Building (#741) , at the
Wisconsin State Fair Park, Interstate 94 and
South 84th Street, West Allis (Milwaukee
suburb) . Show hours are 10 a .m . to 6 p.m. on
Friday and Saturday, and 10 a.m. to 4 p .m . on
Sunday. The annual event is sponsored by the
Milwaukee Philatelic Society and traditionally
was held at Milwaukee's MECCA .
The 1996 show will feature over 2,500
pages of stamp exhibits and 60 dealers from
throughout the United States .
(continued on p . 8)

Show Calendar and Registry
List your show, bourse, auction or event

&=- FREE for WFSC member-club shows -

classified rates for

non-members and all other events

Sept. 7 - 8

Sept. 20 - 22

Sept. 28 - 29

Oct. 12 - 13

WALCOPEX '96
Walworth County Stamp Club
YHCA Building
Wells St., Lake Geneva (Contact: WCSC,
P.O. Box 272, Williams Bay, WI 53191)

HILCOPEX '96
Milwaukee Philatelic Society
Wisconsin State Fair Park, Milwaukee/
West Allis, 1-94 & 84th St. (Gate 5)
(Contact: HPS, P.O. Box I980,
Milwaukee, WI 53201-1980)

WAUSAPEX '96
Wisconsin Valley Philatelic Society
YPW Hall, 388 River Dr., Wausau
(Contact: WYPS, P.O. Box 71, Wausau,
WI 54402-007 I)

SHEPEX '96
Sheboygan Stamp Club
Rehabilitation Center of Sheboygan
1305 St. Clair Ave., Sheboygan
(Contact: SSC, P.O. Box 907, Sheboygan,
WI 53082)

Oct. 26 - 27

Nov. 9 - I 0

May 3 - 4, 1997

TOSAPEX '96
Wauwatosa Philatelic Society
St. Aloysius Gonzaga Hall
1435 So. 92nd St., West Allis
(Contact: WPS, P.O. Box 13102,
Wauwatosa, WI 53213)

FALL COIN & STAHP SHOW
Kettle Moraine Coin and Stamp Club
Paradise Hall
1400 So. Hain St., West Bend
(Contact: KHCSC, P.O. Box 361, West
Bend, WI 53095)

WISCOPEX '97
hosted by Wauwaosa Philatelic Society
Hart Park Arena, Wauwatosa
(Contact: Jim'Beck, P.O. Box 13102,
Wauwatosa, WI 53213 phone (414) 771-6252)
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ACROSS THE FENCE POST is the official publication of the Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs,
Inc . , a 50l(c)3 non-profit organization and life
member of the APS since 1953 . For WFSC member.
ship information, contact the Central Office.
ATFP is published monthly Sept.-Apr. ; bimonthly May-Aug . News
of Wisconsin collectors, club news and gratis original articles related
to philately are welcomed. The editor accepts submissions in any
format , but reserves the right to make minor editing changes to
conform with our style sheet. Material not carrying an individual
copyright notice may be reproduced only by not-for-profit organizations , provided the author(s) and publication receive credit for any
reprinted material. Unless explicitly stated by an officer in conjunction
with official WFSC business, opinions expressed by individual authors
are not necessarily endorsed by the WFSC .

Submission deadlines are for the month preceding month of
publication as follows: advertising-1st of the month; editorial
matter-5th of the month. Send editorial matter and stamp show
calendar and cover listings to: Karen Weigt, Interim Editor, ATFP,
4184 Rose Ct. , Middleton, WI 53562 - phone (608) 836-1509
[76026.246l@compuserve.com] . Send ads to : Jim and Renee Seiler,
P .O. Box 247 , Reedsville, WI 54230 - phone (414) 772-4297 . For a
complete list of advertising rates and policies (display , classified and
listings) , see the May-June '95 issue of ATFP, or request a copy from
the advertising manager.

By WFSC Secy. Karen Weigt
4184 Rose Ct., Middleton, WI 53562
Through the wonders of e-mail, I'm now
receiving regular news from the Ripon Philatelic Society. This group doesn't produce a
newsletter but its secretary, Marge Beuthin, has
a computer and recently went online. I've
enjoyed our exchanges through the Internet and
always welcome messages via the modem.
Marge reports that since January, RPS
members have enjoyed meeting programs
featuring Civil War stamps, the WFSC trivia
contest, postal videos, show and tell , a stamp
quiz, an auction, and a tour of the Oshkosh
Post Office.

What others are doing
The Kettle Moraine Coin and Stamp Club
Newsletter (West Bend) has a very active
youth program and the membership often gets
together on non-meeting nights to sort stamps
for kids. In April, the adult meeting focused on
a discussion of the Civil War and how it relates
to our hobby.
Here's an interesting item that appeared in
the April issue of the club's newsletter: "If you
don't own a postal scale but want to know if
your letter weighs more than an ounce, try
making your own scale. Lay a pencil on the
table. Place a 12-inch ruler atop it, centering
the ruler on the 6-inch mark. Put five quarters
on the 3-inch mark and center your letter on the
9-inch mark. Since five quarters weigh exactly
1 ounce, if your homemade scale doesn 't tip to
raise the quarters , your letter weighs less than 1
ounce. " This is a coin and stamp club, folks.
Numismatics emerged too when the

Northwoods Stamp and Coin Club
(Rhinelander) produced wooden nickels to
promote its 1996 two-day show. Members
provided a two-hour stamp and coin collecting
workshop for youths on both days of the event.
New officers of the Northwoods Philatelic
Society (Iron Mountain) are: Pres. Tom
Pleyte, VP Al LeBlanc, Secy. Jim Stearns and
Treas. Mark Pleyte. The club is currently
preparing a President's Book . The three-ring
binder will include bulletins, official correspondence, membership lists and other helpful club
information. This action probably was
prompted by the lack of a nominee for the vice
president position on election night, which
consequently produced a scramble to find a
copy of the club bylaws.

Recently elected officers of the Lake
County Philatelic Society (Gurnee, IL) are:
Pres . Fred Schaeffer, VP Glenn Zinck, Secy .
Howard Shaughnessy and Treas. Walter Veile.
Members who attended the June meeting saw
a demonstration on the use of various watermark detectors .

The Central Wisconsin Stamp Club
(Wisconsin Rapids and Stevens Point)
distributed U.S . Postal Service literature and
560 packets of stamps to youth at the area's
Children's Festival held in April . In June , the
club participated at the Point Basse Pioneer
Festival and offered a cacheted cover commemorating the event.
Want a mini-auction with a twist? Try what
the Kenosha Stamp and Cover Club did at its
May meeting. Each member brought a maximum of five items and served as his or her own
auctioneer. That same month, the group gave
stamp packets to children who attended the
Kenosha Post Office Open House.
Helen Larson was re-elected to serve as
KSCC's secretary. Walter "Bud" Petersen will
serve as the club's new treasurer.
The Wauwatosa Philatelic Society also has
two new officers : Secy . Joe Ryan and Treas.
Jim Beck.
Here! Here! The Belle City Stamp Club
(Racine) voted to appoint a club philatelic
agent, whose duty is to order material from the
U.S. Postal Service Philatelic Fulfillment
Service Center. Furthermore, the club will pay
the shipping and handling fees as a benefit to
its members. Great move if you can get
worldwide collectors to agree.
BCSC's membership toured the Milwaukee
Post Office in June . This month, members will
staff a table at the local Kiwanis Senior Citizen
Fair, with a focus on promoting stamp collecting to youth who come in with their elders .
Youths in the Appleton area also were
introduced to stamp collecting when volunteers
from the Outagamie Philatelic Society
participated in a Youth Activity Fair sponsored
by the region' s Tri-community Crime Reduction Coalition.
The Green Bay Philatelic Society has a
new set of officers : Pres . Kirk Becker, VP
Mark Schroeder, Secy . Clete Delvaux and
Treas. Ken Coakley . In conjunction with one
of the club' s buy/sell/trade meeting sessions,
members were urged to comment on their
buying practices. The July meeting featured a

roundtable discussion on stamp mounts and
mounting techniques .
When the Wisconsin Valley Philatelic Society
(Wausau) wrote to the Wausau Post Office
about problems collectors were having with the
philatelic window services, it brought results!
But then, two WVPS members also serve ori
that post office's Customer Advisory Council.
Three members of the Oshkosh Philatelic
Society serve on their city's post office Customer Advisory Council. The club provided a
stamp collecting display for Customer Appreciation Week, held in May. ■

PLAINEX
STAMPS

(Carl & Phyllis)
Handling • Germany & Colonies
• Great Britain & Colonies
• Japan
• Switzerland
• Most other major European countries
See us at these Wisconsin shows:
WALCOPEX '96, Sept. 7-8, Lake Geneva
MILCOPEX '96, Sept. 20-22, Milwaukee/West Allis
MSDA Bourse, Oct. 5; Madison
SHEPEX '96, Oct. 12-13, Sheboygan
TOSAPEX '96, Oct. 26-27, West Allis
Fall Coin & Stamp Show, Nov. 9-10, West Bend

P.O. Box #6
Des Plaines, IL 600 l 6
(847) 827-3589

FREE MAIL-BD>
SAI,E

CATALOG .
1000 LOTS EVERY 4-6
WEEKS, US & WORLD WIDE

ALMAJO STAMPS
P.O. BOX 45

WEYERHAEUSER. WI
54895-0045
Member: APS, ATA, BIA, GPS,
WVPS, ETC.

Store: 222 4th St. Phone: 715-353-2919

We Buy Collections
and Accumulations!
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Bv Roger H. Oswald. Wisconsin Blue and Grav Society

Wisconsin in the Civil War
Roger Oswald, an avid collector and exhibitor of
Civil War and ConfederaJe maJerial, has served many
terms as an officer of the Wisconsin Blue and Gray
Society. He also is a member of the Manitowoc Philatelic Society, Wisconsin Postal History Society, and
the ConfederaJe Stamp Alliance, for which he is the
Northern \t1' and naJional advertising manager. Roger
is the WFSC's NE Region 1'1'. He lives in Manitowoc,
WI, and is a certified electronics technician and a
journeyman electrician.

First Wisconsin Regiment
Wisconsin's Gov. Alexander W. Randall had
entered his second term of office when Fort
Sumter, located in the harbor of Charleston,
SC, was fired upon on April 12, 1861. This
prompted President Abraham Lincoln to issue
a call for 75,000 three-month volunteers.
Among those volunteers was the 1st Wisconsin Regiment, mainly militia, which was
mustered into United States service on May
17, 1861 . The regiment left Wisconsin on
June 9, 1861, for Harrisburg, PA.
Under the command of Col. Abercrombie, the 1st Wisconsin Regiment proceeded to
Hagerstown, MD, as part of the U.S. 6th
Brigade, 2nd Division. On July 2, 1861, they
crossed the Potomac River and entered what
was then Virginia territory to take part in the
skirmish of Falling Waters.
Pvt. George C. Drake, a 19-year-old
from Milwaukee, was the first Wisconsin
man killed in battle. A minie ball pierced him
near the heart as reported by the captain of
Company A, George B. Bingham, to John C.
Starkweather, who was the colonel commanding the 1st Wisconsin Regiment. The unit
was mustered out of service after 90 days and
reorganized at Camp Scott, Milwaukee. It
was mobilized again in October 1861.
The cover in Figure 1 shows a Blue Due 3
applied at Louisville, KY . It is endorsed by
now Maj . George B. Bingham, of the
reorganized 1st Wisconsin Regiment Volunteer Infantry .

Coon at Camp Randall, Madison, and was
mustered into service on June 11, 1861. This
regiment left the state on June 20, 1861, bound
for Washington D.C., and then to Blackburn' s
Ford on the stream called Bull Run.
The first great battle of the American Civil
War took place at Bull Run (or Manassas, VA,
as the South calls it). Contrary to some historical reports, the 2nd Wisconsin was the only
Wisconsin regiment to take part in the first
battle of Bull Run.
Figure 2 bears a U .S. Scott #26 tied to a
May 25, 1861 , Madison, Wl, double-strike
black cancel. The cover carried a letter penned
by Pvt. Edgar Stafford of the Fox Lake Citi-

zens Guard, Company A, 2nd Wisconsin
Regiment Volunteer Infantry. It is addressed
to Miss Mary Carroll/Fox Lake/Dodge Co./Wis.
Stafford was one of 23 men killed during
the first battle of Bull Run on July 21, 1861.
Sixty-seven were wounded and 20 were taken
prisoner from the 2nd Wisconsin Regiment.
Prisoners were confined at the Salisbury,
North Carolina Rebel Prison Camp.
The folded letter in Figure 3 includes a
Confederate examined mark, a Type I Paid
marking of Salisbury, NC, and cancel with the
wrong year date. It also shows a Union Due 3
and soldier's endorsement by Maj. von
Herrman applied at Fortress Monroe, VA.
The letter was penned on April 9, 1862, by
Prisoner-of- War Sgt. Frank F . Dexter, of
Company A, 2nd Wisconsin Regiment, Salisbury, NC . It is addressed to Dexter's mother in
Fox Lake, WI. Dexter was held captive for 10
months and then exchanged in May 1862. He died
of disease on November 9, 1862, in Madison, WI.

\.
··~

.

Fig. I - Cover endorsed by Maj. G. B. Bingham of the reorganized Isl Wisconsin Regiment.

Second Wisconsin Regiment
As the war effort was going poorly, on
May 3, 1861, President Lincoln had requested three-year volunteer regiment companies. Wisconsin, being a loyal Union state,
gave her all by forming six more regiments in
three weeks - the 2nd to the 7th Regiments .
The 2nd Wisconsin Regiment Volunteer
Infantry was organized under Col. S. Park
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Fig. 2 - U.S. Scott #26 with May 25, 1861, Madison, Wis ., double-strike black cancel. Enclosed
teller penned by Pvt. Edgar Stafford, 2nd Wisconsin Regiment.

The 2nd Wisconsin along with the 6th and
7th Wisconsin, the 19th Indiana and the 24th
Michigan formed the famous Iron Brigade.
First Wisconsin Cavalry
The 1st Wisconsin Cavalry was originally
organized at Ripon, WI, and commanded by
Col. Edward Daniels . Due to cold weather, it
moved to Camp Harvey, Kenosha. The 1st
Wisconsin Cavalry was mustered into United
States service on March 10, 1862. The unit
left Wisconsin for St. Louis, MO, and was
quartered at Benton Barracks. On April 28,
1862, having been furnished with horses and
equipment, it embarked on a boat to Cape
Girardeau, MO .
The Camp Harvey, Kenosha, Wisconsin,
patriotic cover shown in Figure 4 bears a
U.S. Scott #65 tied to a single-ring black St.
Louis , MO, cancel dated March 2, 1862. 1st
Sgt. Joseph H . Saunders, Company H, 1st
Wisconsin Cavalry was writing home to his
wife in Edgerton, WI. Saunders was a victim
of disease. He died on October 6, 1862, at
Cape Girardeau, MO.
The Wisconsin tally
Wisconsin furnished 91,327 men to the
Civil War. They were divided into 53 infantry regiments, four cavalry regiments,
Company G ofBerdan's Sharp-Shooters, one
heavy artillery and 13 light artillery batteries .
Total casualties were 12,301 with 3,802
killed outright and 8,499 who met their death
from other causes, mainly disease. Wisconsin's war expense totaled $11,704,932.
Wisconsin men fought bravely in nearly
every important battle in the American Civil
War from April 12, 1861 to April 9, 1865 . ■

For information about the Wisconsin Blue and
Gray Society, write to: WBGS, 2514 Sheridan
Pl., Manitowoc, WI 54220.

Fig. 3 - Folded letter penned by Sgt. Frank F. Dexter, Second Wisconsin Regiment, while prisoner
of war at Salisbury, NC.
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Fig. 4 - U.S. Scott #65 on a Camp Harvey, Kenosha, Wisconsin, patriotic cover with a March 2,
1862, St. Louis, MO, cancel. Sent by 1st Sgt. Joseph H. Saunders, First Wisconsin Cavalry.

By Steve Langkau, fonner WFSC Historian

(847) 640-1129

Michael Jardine

On Wisconsin
In I 998, the Badger State celebrates its 150th
anniversary of statehaod. As a prelude to the
occasion, this column regularly features a stamp,
or other postal item, and story pertaining to the
state of Wisconsin.
Old Abe, a
bald eagle,
was the
mascot of the
8th Wisconsin Regiment
during the
Civil War.
The eagle
was trapped

Seo/I #1387

Scott #2122

as a young bird near the headwaters of the
Flambeau River and presented to Eau Claire's
Company C of the 8th Regiment. Following
training at Camp Randall in Madison, the 8th
Regiment adopted the eagle as company
mascot and he was taken South and carried
into battle.
After the war, Old Abe made his home in
the Capitol basement. ■

P.O. Box 1182
Elk Grove Village, IL 60009
US-UN FDCs
Postal Stationery
Hand-Painted FDCs
Inaugurals

At MILCOPEX '96
Milwaukee/ West Allis
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By WFSC VP Youth Division MaryAnn Bowman

Joining with Juniors
The Beaver Started It All - a tale of
a philatelic friendship coming full circle

Needless to say, Brian was very eager to
meet his pen friend . At their first meeting,
Mike had a large packet of beaver materials

This article is a combination of "Topic-Comer"
and "Joining with Juniors.• As you read further,
you will understand how one junior collector was
influenced by an article about beavers that
appeared in ATFP.

(philatelic and non-philatelic) for his young
friend. He spent one morning accompanying
Brian around the exhibit floor, pointing out the

It started about two years ago. The major
players are all stamp collectors: a Canadian, a
youngster from Colorado, and three Wisconsin
collectors (Clete Delvaux, my husband Gene,
and I). The scene: CAPEX '96.

postal agencies that had beaver stamps for sale,
looking at the Canadian beaver exhibits, and
showing Brian the highlights of the show. That
evening they met for an enjoyable meal .
On what was to be the last night at the
show, Mike met with Brian again. This time
Mike had Clete Delvaux and his wife along. A

But let's go back for the
rest of the story.
In March 1994, the

ATFP "Topic-Comer"
column was written by a
guest, Mike Bedard of
Canada. Mike was a pen pal
and topical collecting friend
of Clete Delvaux, former
editor of this newsletter. In
that first article, Mike chose
to share a little about his
personal life and then
Mike Bedard (left) and Brian Bowman
proceeded to write about his
love of beavers.
meal was had and the friendship had come full
In the May-June issue, Mike returned to
circle: Clete's friend wrote for ATFP, the
write an in-depth three-part series about the
article was read by my husband and I and
beaver. The second part appeared in the
circulated to our nephew, Brian wrote to Mike,
September 1994 issue, and the last part apand the circle of friendship was complete. It
peared in the October issue. Perhaps some of
seemed very appropriate that the meal they
you will remember the well-illustrated articles.
shared on their last meeting was at a
My nephew, Brian Bowman, a 10-year-old
round table.
(at that time) stamp collector from Colorado
We hope that the friendship that beavers
was also a lover of beavers. Brian had been
brought together will continue many years to
fascinated with beavers ever since he was a
come.
toddler. A visit to his bedroom would reveal
To bring this article full circle, the title at
shelves of beavers, beaver books, beaver
the top of this page "The Beaver Started It All"
memorabilia of all sorts. Brian did not have
was taken from a piece that Brian Bowman
many beaver stamps - mostly because he did
wrote for The Philatelic Observer, newsletter
not know what was available.
of the Junior Philatelists of America. Although
Early in 1995, I sent copies of the beaver
it is about the animal, it could very well have
articles to nephew Brian and urged him to write
been about Brian's new friendship . Perhaps
to Mike Bedard. About the same time, I also
some of Mike's writing and collecting pursuits
wrote to Mike and told him of Brian's interest
have rubbed off on Brian and we are witness to
in beavers. A correspondence between the two
a new generation of beaver collectors.
developed.
What a difference it would make to the
In early 1996, it looked as though Gene and
stamp collecting community if every adult
I would be attending CAPEX. We made
philatelist would take just one youth and
arrangements for Brian to fly to Wisconsin and
provide the encouragement and help needed to
experience the joys of collecting. ■
then to drive to Toronto with us .
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By Howard Shaughnessy
Lake County (ILi Philatelic Society

SHAUGHNESSY Takes On
It has been an interesting summer for the
United States philatelic collector. Those who
attended the Olympic games in Atlanta were
able to obtain "self-stick" Centennial Olympic Games stamps, courtesy of Georgia's
high humidity.
The Postal Service continued to have
Georgia on its mind when it issued a pane of 15
for noted painter Georgia O'Keeffe. I was
surprised that no one made mention of the
relationship of her flower paintings to uniquely
feminine body parts, long noted by art critics .
Speaking of anatomy, thanks to Long
Island, NY, postal supervisor, Diane SackettNannery, the Breast Cancer Awareness stamp
was issued in June . A breast cancer survivor
herself, she waged a 17-month campaign to
have such a stamp issued . She wrote to every
daily and weekly newspaper in every major city
and collected tens of thousands of signatures .
Yet, it was the final 100 signatures of members
of Congress that accomplished her dream. Next
time we start with them.
On the male side, this year ' s Madonna
and Child Christmas issue will be anatomically correct to conform with Paolo de
Matteis' painting . I guess the appendage is
mightier than censorship.
Continuing on this theme, Myron' s
Discobolus (the Discus Thrower) was issued
for the "Bubba Games" in Atlanta. Judging
from how hot the weather was , our thrower
was (un)dressed for the occasion.
Tennessee and Iowa were each honored with
dual issues that differ only by their gum. While
it' s just the spittin' images (water- activated
variety) for most of us , those who reside
in these two states can just peel and stick
their stamps.
Thankfully , the American Indian Dances
quintet didn't depict a rain dance. What would
this summer's water-soaked states have done
with more precipitation?
For the youngsters , the Postal Service
issued their Jurassic four , the Prehistoric
Animals. If these don' t get kids hooked on
collecting stamps rather than baseball cards, I
can't imagine what will. That is, unless it is
Folk Heroes. These were REAL heroes (not
sandwiches) , bigger than life and well done as
to their postal depiction.
Finally , for the specialized collector,
the Flag O ver Porch, Eagle and Shield ,
Butte, Mountain, Auto , Tail Fin, and Juke
Box stamps all have been reissued in
various formats. C'mon, most of us aren ' t

that specialized.

■

av Robert J. Mather
Waukesha County Philatelic Society

Who's Who in the WFSC
Member:
Dennis Mueller
We go to Kenosha this
month for a chat with
Dennis Mueller, longtime member of the
Kenosha Stamp and
Cover Club. Dennis
served as this group 's
treasurer for 12 years and is one of those key
people that every club needs to keep the
machinery running smoothly.
Dennis has been married to _his wife ,
Darlene, for 36 years and they have three
daughters. Dennis tried to get them interested
in stamp collecting but none of them have an
interest today .
Dennis is 56 years of age and he and his
family live in the city of Kenosha. Power
Brace America, a company of about 200
employees, keeps Dennis employed as a quality
assurance technician. When asked if his wife
works, he stated that as a housewife, she works
more than he does.
When Dennis was about eight years old, his
mother's friend gave him a batch of German

stamps and showed him how to collect stamps .
He started collecting worldwide issues and to
this day he still collects worldwide. He has
developed a special interest in John F . Kennedy
stamps as well as in American flags and eagles.
He gets new issues through the U .S. Postal
Service Philatelic Fulfillment Service Center in
Kansas City and really hasn't had much trouble
with his orders . He feels, however, that the
latest fee increase was excessive.
Dennis has exhibited his stamps only at the
annual Kenosha Stamp and Cover Club show.
Two years ago , the Kenosha club honored
Dennis with the Jack Larson Member of the
Year Award. (Jack Larson was one of the last
surviving founding members of the club).
Dennis loves to read and has lots of books .
He enjoys working with the computer and
designs his own album pages. He also collects
coins and souvenir cards and has grandchildren
that he loves to play with. He is not interested
in sports, although he does do some fishing .
He is a member of the American Philatelic
Society, the United Postal Stationery Society,
and the Souvenir Card Collectors Society.
Dennis tells the story of not knowing that
his next door neighbor was a stamp collector.
Then, just before the neighbor died, he gave
Dennis his collection. It included three duck
stamps that Dennis had been looking for - all
signed by the neighbor.

His advice to other collectors is that "Stamp
collecting should be fun. If you can't have fun
with the hobby, it becomes work."
We send Dennis our best wishes and hope
that he has many more years of "having fun" in
thehobby. ■

MARSHALL IS., MICRONESIA,
PALAU, DISNEY
CWS, HARRIS, MINKUS,
SCOTT, & MORE

RFW STAMPS & SUPPLIES
NEW ISSUE SERVICE
STAMP COLLECTING SUPPLIES

DICK WESTERLING
612/545-6655
OFFICE HOURS BY APPOINTMENT
765 WINDEMERE DRIVE
PLYMOUTH, MN. 55441-5653

Wanted To Buy
•U.S. & World Wide Collections •Mint and Used
•Singles, Plate Blocks, Sheets
•Accumulations
Upcomiug S/Jows aud Auctious
November 22-24, CHICAGOPEX '96
O'Hare Expo Cente r, Rosemo nt, IL
Official CIDCAGOPEX '96 Auctioneer

Four major a11ctio11s sc/Jeduledfor
1997- co11sig11me11t material 11•m1ted

r-------------------,
want to consign material to an upcoming auction I

II

I Nam e : _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ __ __ I
I Address: _ _ __ __ _ _ __ _ __ _ _ __ _ I

I City : - - - - -- - - - - State : - - - Zip : _ __ I
I Phone: Day _ __ _ _ _ _ _ Evening ..___,___ _ ___ I
: Typ e o f Mate rial: - - - - -- - - -- - - - - :

L-------------------~
Richard E. Drews
Phildaelic Auctions

YiJ

STAMP KING

7139 West Higgins Road
Chicago, IL 60656-1972
1-800-919-BIDS (2437)
(312) 775-2100 •FAX (312) 792-9116
Store Hours: Monday - Saturday 9am - 6pm
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By Gregg Greenwald. 2401 Bluebird Ct.•
Marshfield. WI 54449-38128
Mbr.• Central Wisconsin Stamp Club

Ft•rryhoat 1900s

U.S. Varieties Clearinghouse
The new U.S. Postal Service catalog of stamps
and products, USA Philatelic, made its debut
in spring 1996. One nice feature of the catalog
can be found on page 5 in a box called "New
Varieties." As is customary with the Postal
Service, however, the item descriptions do not
always match what one actually receives. I'll
discuss two of the new varieties this month and
continue with more next month.

(5¢) Butte / Color,
counting number / item
57933 - The variety
here is in the lighter
shade of the blue color
that can be seen when
compared to the original
version. The change is rather subtle, but is
definitely there. I did have a hard time telling
which stamps were which when they were by
themselves, so be careful.
In addition to the color differences, the
counting numbers found on the gum side of
every 10th stamp are twice as large on the new
version as they are on the originals . They are,
however, still the same dark-violet color. The
plate number I received was S222.

•
•
•
•
•

This item is deceiving.
The stamps I received in
my order had shiny gum
and were from plate
number 5. Interestingly,
plate 5 shiny-gum stamps happen to be a
premium variety for this issue. Nevertheless, I
would have preferred receiving the low-gloss
gum variety, which appears to be the type
described in the catalog.
Please direct comments/questions to me at
the address shown above. If a response is
requested, please include a SASE. ■

CLOSED ALBUM William J. Stilp
William J. Stilp, Outgamie Philatelic
Society member since 1946, passed away
July 21, 1996. Bill served as the club's
secretary-treasurer for many years. In 1967,
his non-collecting wife took over his position until 1978. The Stilps also handled
bringing in and serving refreshments at the
OPS meetings . Both were awarded OPS life
membership.
Bill was a member of the American
Philatelic Society. He collected United
States first-day covers.

Club News (cont'd)
LAKE COUNIT PIIlLATELIC SOCIETY
SELLING EXHIBIT FRAMES
The Lake County Philatelic Society has 12
AMER1PEX frames to sell. The price is $100
per frame and they are packaged two to a
carton. A minimum purchase of one carton
(two frames) is required. Frames will be
delivered freight-free within a radius of 50
miles of Grayslake, IL. Anything beyond this
distance is freight-collect. If interested, contact
Dick Boysen at (847) 223-8502.
MILWAUKEE PIIlLATELIC SOCIETY'S
1996 cmcus PARADE COVERS
Ben Barkin is featured
on the cachet of the
Milwaukee Philatelic
Society 's 1996 circus
parade covers . The set
of four multicolored
covers includes a special
cancel depicting a clown
and bareback rider. The MPS has issued
souvenir circus parade covers for each year
1971-73 and 1985-96. For information about
how to order the 1996 and past covers, write
to: MPS Circus Cover, P .O. Box 1980,
Milwaukee, WI 53201.

Comprehensive news coverage
In-depth features
Valuable how-to articles
Extensive show and calendar listings
Lots of classifieds
Receive uninterrupted
weekly home delivery and
this FREE CALCULATOR
when you subscribe to
Stamp Collector.

Credit Card
Orders Toll-Free

800·258·0929
Dept. ABAMBC

32¢ Ferryboat / Dull
gum / item 79111 -

And it's yours FREE, a .
$5.95 retail value, simply
for subscribing today!

D YES! Please send me 52 issues (one year) of Stamp Collector for only $23.50 and send me my
Coll t )
·
free pocket calculator!
ec or
New □ Renewal (attach mailing label) □ Payment Encl~sed (to Stamp
o MasterCard □ Discover □ American Express
□ Charge my □ VISA
Name _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Send with payment to:
City _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

□

State _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Zip - - - - - - Card No. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Expires: Mo. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Yr, _ _ _ _ _ _ __

M-F 6:30 am - 8 pm;
Sat. 8 am - 2 pm, CT
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• Stamp Collector
Imprint
• 3-Key Memory
• Chain Calculations
• Automatic Shutoff

Phone-----------------''----Signature

Stamp Collector
Circulation Dept. ABAMBC
700 E. State Street
Iola, WI 54990-0001

