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My second two-year presidential term began on
July 1st with great confidence in the many fellow
SKLODWHOLVWVZKRDUHDSDUWRIWKH´RIILFLDOIHGHUD
WLRQIDPLO\µ7KH\VHUYHDVHOHFWHGRIILFHUVFRP
mittee members, special projects coordinators,
and position appointees that keep our federation
moving forward. They all deserve our thanks and
support for the jobs they do.
Here is the complete and extensive listing of the
:)6&·VDGPLQLVWUDWLYHYROXQWHHUV
American Philatelic Society Rep: Al Vick
Handle WFSC chapter membership matters.
American Topical Association Rep: Mel Graffenius
Handle WFSC chapter membership matters with
annual reports submitted by Robert Mather.
Corporate Registered Agent: Al Vick
Ensure filing of annual WFSC incorporation reports.
Finance Committee: Chair: Al Vick

Paul T. Schroeder, and Charles Shoemaker
Maintain inventory, prepare annual budgets, review
project and newsletter budgets, and make recommendations to the WFSC Executive Board.
Publicity and Public Relations Committee:

Chair: MaryAnn Bowman, Aimee Devine, Ken Grant,
and Maurice Wozniak
Promote a positive and up-front image of the WFSC
through a variety of means.
Judging Committee:

Chair: Rob Henak, Tim Wait
Maintain a listing of WFSC judges and apprentices,
Provide judges and judging guidelines for local WFSC
member club shows, recruit and train new judges,
and provide awards criteria and judging sheets.

Awards Chairman: John Fagan
Maintain awards inventory, prepare awards and
ensure that they are properly distributed.
Wisconsin Stamp Suggestion Committee:

&KDSWHU  

&KDSWHU  

3UHVLGHQW·V0HVVDJH
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When deemed necessary, prepare letters of opinion to
the U.S Postal Service, research potential Wisconsinrelated stamp subjects, and submit correspondence to
various officials (LQFOXGLQJWKH&LWL]HQV·6WDPS$GYLVRU\
Committee) to promote Wisconsin-related stamp issues.
Bylaws Committee:

WFSC 2015 Club Growth
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Monroe Stamp Show Oct 10

2

(GLWRU·V1RWHV
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Dealer Relations Program
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Chair: Paul T. Schroeder, Nancy Warner

WISCOPEX Logo Unveiled
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Federation Focus

4

Call for 2016 WFSC
Hall of Fame Nominations

4

WFSC Fall Board Meeting

4

Call for Club Holiday Ads
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MaryAnn Bowman Honored
at STAMPSHOW

5

Cheryl Ganz: Every Stamp
Tells a Story at MILCOPEX

5

Feature: All About PNCs

6

Show and Bourse Calendar

9

MILCOPEX 2015

10

Paul T. Schroeder

Periodically review existing bylaws and standing rules,
recommend amendments to reflect changing times and
functions of the WFSC, and consider suggested amendments made by others.
Committee on Exhibitions:

Chair: John Pare, Larry Glenzer, and Bob Voss
Serve as counsel to WISCOPEX host clubs and review
and update the rules for exhibitions.
Nominating Committee:

Chair: Brian J. Liedtke, Maurice Wozniak, Greg Schmidt
Canvass WFSC clubs for qualified candidates for the
elected offices of president, vice president, secretary,
and treasurer.
Webmaster: Steve Kluskens
Maintain and update the WFSC website.
Hall of Fame Committee:
Chair: Dan Undersander, Robert Mather, and Greg Schmidt
Publicize the WFSC Wisconsin Philatelic Hall of Fame,
seek and screen nominations, and ensure that Hall of
Fame functions and formal inductions are handled in an
orderly and respectable fashion.
Hall of Fame Record Book: Karen Weigt
House and keep the book up to date.
continued on page 2
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continued from page 1
Website Committee: Chair: Michael Mules,
Mary Ann Bowman, Aimee Devine, and Gregg Greenwald
Evaluate the WFSC website for visual appeal, content,
functionality, and ease of use.
Facebook Administrator: Aimee Devine
Promote, maintain, and update the account with posts.
Speakers Bureau Coordinator: Karen Weigt
Maintain and promote a listing of speakers willing to
present a program at local club meetings.
WISCOPEX 2016 Show Chairman: Clarence Davis
Lead the Fond du Lac Stamp Club in hosting the 2016
event.
WFSC WISCOPEX 2016 Planning Committee:
MaryAnn Bowman, Clarence Davis, Aimee Devine, Ken
Grant, Michael C. Mules, John Pare, Al Vick, Maurice Wozniak
3ODQWKH:)6&·VUHVSRQVLELOLWLHVIRUWISCOPEX 2016.
Newsletter ² Across the Fence Post
Editor: Michael Mules
Produce Across the Fence Post.
Ad Manager/Dealer Relations: John St. Onge
Solicit advertising and develop programs that connect
our dealer members with the WFSC and its members.
Show Calendar and Registry: Karen Weigt ² Serve as
contact for club show dates.
Distribution: Myra Reilly, Bert Hart, Charles Shoemaker
Perform all tasks involved with mailing each issue of
ATFP to the WFSC membership.
Editorial Advisory Council: Chair: Michael Mules
MaryAnn Bowman, Aimee Devine, and Ken Grant
Serve as counsel to the editor.
Back-copy Scanning: Nancy Warner
Scan back copies of ATFP for posting on WFSC website.
Show/Bourse/Club Meeting Info Flier: Karen Weigt
Gather information and produce the annual flier.

&/8%1(:6  

&OXE*URZWK5HFRJQLWLRQ  
The WFSC recognizes two clubs for the most membership growth as
reported with their 2015 dues returns. Recognition is for the largest percentage
of increase, and the most members gained in 2015.
The Fond du Lac Stamp Club increased their membership by 30.7 percent.
Congratulations to President Clarence Davis!
The Wauwatosa Philatelic Society gained five new members. Congratulations
to President Jim Cormany!
Way to go Fond du Lac and Wauwatosa! Keep up the good work!

0RQURH6WDPS6KRZ2FWWK
The Monroe Stamp and Postcard Club will be hosting a one -day
stamp bourse on Saturday October 10, 2015. The show will be held
at the Monroe Moose Lodge (located behind Farm & Fleet), at 639
3rd Avenue in Monroe, Wis. Show hours are from 9:00 am to 2:30
pm.

02152(
:,6

The show is less than an hour
drive from Madison, Janesville, or
Rockford. Stop by and support your
fellow WFSC member clubs and dealers.

:LVFRQVLQ)HGHUDWLRQRI6WDPS&OXEV2IILFHUV  
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The show, now in its 15th year,
features 10-12 dealers, along with
attendance by the U.S. Postal Service
selling new issues and other philatelic
products. There will also be a silent
auction.

6287+($675(*,2193  
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I have been collecting stamps since I was 10 years old. It
started after a letter writing project in 5th grade required me to
go to the post office and purchase stamps for the class. It was
after all fitting that I should be assigned this task, since I lived next
door to the post office in my small town. After selecting the
sheet of stamps that would be used to send our letters to our
U.S. Senator or Congressman, I was hooked. With spare change
earned from doing chores and mowing lawns, I was buying
stamps as they were released.
-XVWD´IHZµ\HDUVODWHU,DPVWLOOFROOHFWLQJVWDPSV,QVWHDGRI
new issues, I collect U. S. plate number coils, railway post office
covers, and items related to early post office vending equipment.
Everyone has a story of how they began collecting, or how
they became interested in what they collect. What makes this
hobby fun is sharing these stories. In the coming months I will be
sharing stories that I have, and hope that you will share your
VWRULHVZLWKPH<RXGRQ·WKDYHWREHDZULWHU6KDUHZLWKXVDQ
item from your collection, a page from your exhibit, or someWKLQJ\RXZRXOGOLNHWRDVNRXUPHPEHUV´:KDWLVLW"µ
Those of you active in your local stamp club know that stamp
collecting is as much a social event as it is about building your
collection. Those that only buy their stamps online or at the

post office counter are missing out on what
many would say is the best part about the
hobby. What are you doing to share the social aspect of the hobby with others? Has
your club found new members, or have new
members found your club? How would someone who moved into your community know
where to find the local stamp club?
Make sure that your club leadership is
sharing your club activities, events, and goings
0LFKDHO0XOHV  
on with us, so that we can spread the good
news around the federation. Make sure to let us know about your club
programs or show events, and follow up with photos and information after
the event.
Is your club information on the WFSC website current? If I searched
for your stamp club online, would there be enough information there for
me to want to attend your club meeting? This Internet search may be the
only way an online collector gets connected with the world of organized
philately. Make sure that the WFSC has updated information, so when
those collectors find us, they can find your club.
I look forward to working with the federation in my expanded role as
Editor. Let me hear from you on what you would like to see.
I can be reached at pnc5dealer@gmail.com or by U.S. mail at Michael
Mules, Editor ATFP, P.O. Box 6, Salem WI 53168

)('(5$7,211(:6  
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'HDOHU5HODWLRQV3URJUDP$QQRXQFHG  
On July 11th, John St. Onge of
Waukesha, Wis. was appointed to take
over as ATFP·V$GYHUWLVLQJ0DQDJHUDQG
newly created Dealer Relations program. John is a member of the American Philatelic Society, the Waukesha
County Philatelic Society, and American Topical Association Chapter 5
John collects the stamps of France
and has a special topical interest in the
history of the stamp club that existed
inside the Massachusetts Correctional
Institution -Walpole - during the period from 1954 into the 1970s. John has
published an article about this club
which appeared in the November 2013
issue of ATFP. This article is available
on the federation website,
www.wfscstamps.org
Before his retirement, John held
positions in sales, marketing, engineering, and management in the automation
controls and electrical power equipment industries. This includes a background in the management of advertising functions.
As part of his new activities, he will
be working to develop programs that
benefit dealers and collectors. One
possibility includes publishing a series
of articles in ATFP that highlight WFSC
member dealers specialties and suggest

John St. Onge
WFSC Advertising
Manager and
Dealer Relations
Representative

new areas of concentration for all
collectors.
In addition to serving the federation in this new role, John also
serves the Milwaukee Philatelic Society on the MILCOPEX show committee. If you are attending the
show, be sure to introduce yourself
to John and share your views on
how the federation can better serve
the membership.

:,6&23(;/RJR  
WISCOPEX plans are underway! Below you will see the
2016 show logo that reflects the summer harvest show
theme.
The Fond du Lac Stamp Club has stepped up to host
:,6&23(;,W·VQRWWRRHDUO\WRVWHSIRUZDUGDQG
begin plans for 2017. Perhaps two or three clubs in close
proximity could co-host the event. Make this a part of
your meeting agenda. If you are interested in hosting, or
would like more information, contact WFSC President
Karen Weigt at 608-836-1509 or kweigt@tds.net

For a complete list of advertising
rates and policies (display, classified,
and listings), or to submit your
advertisement, contact
John St. Onge, Advertising and
Dealer Relations, ATFP,
P.O. Box 123, Wales, WI 53183.
Phone 262-893-5210
jcstonge@gmail.com

3DJH$FURVVWKH)HQFH3RVW6HSWHPEHU  
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7KH:)6&·VVXPPHU([HFXWLYH%RDUGPHHWLQJZDVKHOG
July 11 at the New Orleans Take-Out Restaurant in Madison, Wis. Major agenda items discussed and voted upon
were as follows:
7UHDVXUHU·V5HSRUW
:)6&·V7UHDVXUHU$O9LFUHSRUWHGWKDWDOOLWHPVIURPWKH
large Wisconsin postal history donation have been sold.
Most were disbursed at WISCOPEX 2015, giving the
WFSC treasury a generous boost. Al also reported that
the WFSC achieved an overall profit on WISCOPEX 2015.
Al will work on encouraging clubs to reduce the requested
number of Across the Fence Post copies noted on their
annual WFSC dues payment form. This will help considerably with mailing costs.
WISCOPEX 2016
General Chairman Clarence Davis related that a contract
for WISCOPEX 2016 has been signed with the Retlaw
Plaza Hotel in Fond du Lac, WIs., for April 30 to May 1,
2016. He added that most of the dealers at WISCOPEX
2015 have committed to the 2016 event.
Motions made and passed with regard to WISCOPEX
2016 were:
- the Fond du Lac Stamp Club will be allowed use of
WKH:)6&·V:LVFRQVLQ6WDWH6DOHV7D[([HPSWLRQ
Number
- the WFSC will provide the Best of Show and/or
Champion of Champions exhibit awards
- the WFSC will cover the judging fee and banquet
ticket for one judge
- the WFSC will establish the show theme and handle
all involved with the show cover and cancel
- the WISCOPEX 2016 theme will be Summer Harvest
and the show cover will be the second in the
Wisconsin Heritage Series
WISCOPEX 2017
Clubs will be urged through promotions in Across the Fence
Post to step up and offer to host WISCOPEX 2017.
Across the Fence Post
Outgoing ATFP Editor Aimee Devine outlined plans for
turning over files, etc., to new Editor Michael Mules. It was
DJUHHGWKDWWKH:)6&ZLOOUHSODFHWKHFXUUHQWHGLWRU·VILOH
cabinet, which is quite beat up. The Editorial Advisory
Council will meet to assist Michael with near-future plans
for ATFP content.
John St. Onge was appointed to serve as the new ATFP
ad manager. John will review current ad policies and provide suggestions for any updates and changes.
Publicity and Public Relations
The WFSC will staff a table at MILCOPEX, September 2527, 2015.

:)6&)DOO%RDUG0HHWLQJ
2FWWKDW726$3(;  
The fall Executive Board meeting will be held on Saturday,
October 24 at TOSAPEX in West Allis, Wis. Interested
WFSC members are always welcome to attend and participate in discussions. For further information, contact WFSC
Secretary Ken Grant at 608-356-7593 or via email to
Kenneth.grant@uwc.edu

:LVFRQVLQ+DOORI)DPH
&DOOIRU1RPLQDWLRQV  
Nominations are being accepted for candidates for consideration into the 2016 Wisconsin Philatelic Hall of Fame,
which recognizes prominent Wisconsin philatelists for their
contributions to the hobby. The deadline for nominations is
December 31, 2015.
Qualifications required of nominees are
- Contributions of a purely local club nature shall not be the
sole reason for selection to the Hall of Fame

- A deceased philatelist may not be nominated or considered for selection until three years after his or her death.
Only WFSC member clubs may submit nominations, and
each nomination must be seconded by two other member
clubs. The nominating club is responsible for making arrangements with the seconding clubs to provide those seconds.
The nomination and seconds should be sent to the chairman
of the Hall of Fame Committee in one mailing.
Send your nomination(s) together with a statement identifying the nominee, a short philatelic biography, and the reasons why that person should be selected for the Wisconsin
Philatelic Hall of Fame to Dan Undersander, Chairman., Hall
of Fame Committee, 7526 Fox Point Cir., Madison, WI

&DOOIRU&OXE+ROLGD\$GV
To have your club name added to the WFSC Holiday
Greetings page that will appear in the December issue of
ATFP for $10.00 please contact
John St. Onge, ATFP
Advertising/Dealer Relations
PO Box 123
Wales WI 53183
(262) 893-5210
jcstonge@gmail.com

3DJH$FURVVWKH)HQFH3RVW6HSWHPEHU  
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0DU\$QQ%RZPDQUHFHLYHV$36/XII$ZDUG  
MaryAnn Bowman has long been active in promoting philately
both locally and on a national level. MaryAnn gives her time and
efforts to local organizations like the Waukesha County Philatelic
Society, Milwaukee Philatelic Society, and as president of local ATA
Chapter 5. She serves on the state level for the Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs. In addition to her outstanding local involvement, she also serves as the youth director for the American Topical
Association, and as the co-youth director for the American First Day
Cover Society.
MaryAnn was selected as the recipient of the 2015 John N. Luff
Award given by the American Philatelic Society for Exceptional Contributions to Philately.
Among her earliest achievements, MaryAnn created the first
formal youth area at a national stamp show in 1982. Since then, she
has written articles, created stamp albums, led and served clubs, as
well as organized youth activities and educational projects for local,
national, and international level shows.
MaryAnn who has a background in education, encourages youth
collecting through hands-on games and learning. Her work with the
&RXQFLORI3KLODWHOLVWVIRUWKH6PLWKVRQLDQ·V1DWLRQDO3RVWDO0XVHXP
LVFUHGLWHGZLWKWKHGHYHORSPHQWRIWKH$PHULFDQ3KLODWHOLF6RFLHW\·V
Stamps Teach program. The Stamps Teach program provides lesson
plans and stamp related materials to educators at all grade levels.
Congratulations to MaryAnn Bowman on receiving this distinguished honor! MaryAnn Bowman currently serves the WFSC as
Vice President Youth Division. Mary Ann was elected to the Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs Hall of Fame in 1988. MaryAnn joins
fellow Wisconsin Luff Award winners Barbara R. Mueller, Jerome D.
Husak, and Mary Ann Owens.
The APS Luff Awards are presented annually at STAMPSHOW.
The honor is named after John N. Luff, APS President from 1907 to
1909, who was considered the most prominent American philatelist
of his era. Recipients sign the Luff Award Scroll and are presented
with engraved rings.

Photo courtesy: Martin Chin

MaryAnn Bowman signing the Luff scroll at STAMPSHOW
in Grand Rapids, Michigan on August 22nd.

3+,/$7(/,&%22.6+(/)  
%\0LFKDHO&0XOHV

&KHU\O*DQ]%RRN6LJQLQJ6HSW  

Author: Cheryl Ganz

Cheryl Ganz will be signing copies of her most recent book Every
Stamp Tells a Story: The National Philatelic Collection at the MILCOPEX
Stamp Show in Milwaukee on Saturday September 26 at 2:00 p.m.
Cheryl will also be the guest speaker at the MILCOPEX Awards
%DQTXHWVSHDNLQJRQ´7HQ5HDVRQVWR([KLELW3KLODWHO\µ7KHEDQTXHW
event begins at 5:30 pm the same evening. Contact Dona Fagan to
make reservations by Sept 19th at 262-251-0617 or faganfalls@aol.com
Cheryl is a Smithsonian Institution Curator Emerita following her
retirement as the Chief Curator of Philately at the Smithsonian National Postal Museum. Cheryl served as the lead curator of the William H.
Gross Stamp Gallery, the worlds largest stamp gallery. She currently
serves on the 8636&LWL]HQ·V6WDPSAdvisory Committee. Cheryl was
born on Washington Island, Wis. and was inducted into the WFSC Hall
of Fame in 2013.

Every Stamp Tells a Story:
The National Philatelic Collection

3DJH$FURVVWKH)HQFH3RVW6HSWHPEHU  
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$OO$ERXW3ODWH1XPEHU&RLOV-31&V  
Plate numbers have long been used in the printing of
coil stamps. In the past, plate numbers were cut off
during the finishing process. Plate numbers were traditionally placed at both ends of the printing plate, just
below the bottom row of stamps. Where the plates
meet on the press, ink collected and formed a line.
This became known as the
joint line. The miscut strip
below shows partial plate
numbers that would ordinarily have been removed
in the finishing process.
Scott 1402 with partial plate
numbers 32754 and 32752
A revision in the postseparated by the joint line
DOVHUYLFH·VSODWHQXPEHU
policy which eliminated the jumbo plate blocks of the
1970s, put plate numbers on the actual coil stamps.

The first plate number coil (PNC) was issued on
$SULO6FRWWF)ODJ´«IURPVHDWR
VKLQLQJVHDµVWDPS6WDPSVZHUHLVVXHGLQFRLOVRI
for regular mailers, and coils of 500 and 3000 for bulk
mailers and lobby vending machines. There were seven
plate numbers used in the printing of this issue: plate
number one through seven consecutively.

As of 1986, just six years in to the collecting specialty,
strips of 5 became the standard method of collecting. Some
early strips are worth just a few dollars in a PNC strip of
three, but significantly more in a strip of five. Much of this
price disparity had to do with the change in collectors who
began favoring the longer strips of five. Early dealers had saved
the first issues in shorter strips, but none in strips of five.
Scott 1895, 20c
Flag with plate 4
in a PNC strip of
three sells for
$5. The same
plate 4 in a mint
PNC strip of five
Scott 1895 plate 4 strip of three
sells for $250.
Currently, the preferred format is to collect PNCs in strips
of five, unless there are multiple designs in the issue. When
there is a multiple design, the correct size strip should show
the plate number in the center, and one of each of the same
design without a plate number at each end. Example, Scott
4486-4487 which has two designs, the correct format is still a
PNC strip of five, since the flag stamp has the plate number,
and there are one of each of the flag design at each end without a plate number.

Scott 4486-87 with plate P11111
Scott 1891 with plate 6 is still the Cadillac of PNCs valued at $2000

At the beginning, collectors saved them in pairs,
continuing on as they had saved line pairs in the past.
When different presses were later introduced, the joint
line was no longer printed on the stamp and regular
pairs looked
unbalanced.

Scott 2123 plate 2 line pair

On newly issued Scott 4963a, 10c Presorted Stars and
Stripes issue there are three designs. The correct format for
this issue, is a PNC strip of seven, showing the blue star field
with the plate number on the center stamp, and one each of
the same design without plate number on each end.
Stamps with 4 different designs would be collected in PNC
strips of nine, those with five designs in PNC strips of 11, and
those with six designs in PNC strips of 13. This leaves collectors to find creative ways to store or mount these in their
collections, as few current stock book options will accommodate this new collecting format.

Close-up of plate 2

Some collectors then switched to strips of three with
the plate number on the center stamp.
Scott 4963a with plate S111

Scott 2115 with plate 22 strip of three

Large format or commemorative size coils were developed
in rolls of 50 for the Flags of our Nation series. These proved
to be unpopular with collectors and mailers. The stamps were
not able to be used in automatic affixing equipment. They also
were an unpopular size, with customers and post office clerks.
continued on page 7
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The Flags of our Nation are collected in two strips of five,
with the plate on the first stamp. This was done simply as
there is no other way to display the stamps in order, or on
any standard album page.

Scott 4273-82 collected in two separate strips of 5 with plate
number S111111111 on the first stamp

Customers did not accept the new larger coil size format.
Three hundred eighty million of the 500 million Scott 4303-12,
44c Flags of our Nation stamps from series four were printed
and subsequently destroyed because of a lack of sales.

plate number. The Eagle and Shield stamps that have the letWHU´$µEHIRUHWKHSODWHQXPEHUZHUHSULQWHGE\$PHULFDQ
%DQN1RWH&RPSDQ\6WDPSVSULQWHGZLWKDOHWWHU´6µZHUH
printed in Columbus, Wis. by Stamp Venturers. The BEP
was still printing stamps at this time, so their stamps were
issued without a letter prefix.
Currently there are four companies printing the majority
of coil stamps. Their plate number prefix are listed below
with their names.
C ² CCL Label Inc.
P ² Ashton-Potter
S - Sennett Security Products
V ² Avery-Dennison
Despite the removal of coil vending equipment from post
office lobbies, coil stamps still remain popular with customers
and bulk mailers. Coils are regularly issued in rolls of 100 for
the second ounce, postcard rate, and forever rate.

3KRWRFRXUWHV\$XWKRU·V3ULYDWH&ROOHFWLRQ

Photo courtesy: USPS Office of Inspector General
Pallets of Flags of our Nation coils of 50 at Stamp Fulfillment
Services in Kansas City awaiting their eventual destruction.

How did we end up with all of those
different plate numbers? When coils
were printed with one color, only one
plate was needed to apply the ink. When
multiple colors were used, a plate number was added for each ink color. On
Scott 2602, 10c Bulk Rate Eagle and
2602 plate A11111
Shield, there were five colors, so the first
plate combination was A11111. When the
EODFNSODWH´µZDVUH
placed, it was replaced
ZLWKD´µVRWKHSODWH
number A11112 was used.
The process was repeated
Close-up of 2602 plate A1412111111
over several years and
printings. The final plate number for Scott 2602, 10c Eagle and
Shield was A 14 12 11 11 11.
When the Bureau of Engraving and Printing (BEP) was eliminating their stamp production, stamps that were printed by
other contractors were designated by a letter preceding the

The first USPS lobby stamp vending machine, the Stampmaster
Model F, unveiled in McLean Virginia, 1956 with rotary dials.

Coil stamps have always been a testing ground for
new ideas. The first USPS coil vending machine was introduced in 1956 with rotary dials to select the number of
stamps. The first stamp
machines put into production offered three
different denominations
of stamps: the then current 2c postcard rate, 3c
letter rate and 6c airmail
rate. The last of the USPS
vending machines were
removed from service in
2010, over 50 years later.
Private coil vending
equipment had been in
use prior to 1956. Early
private vending equipment is most easily recognized as the stamps
were sold at a premium
Scott 3280 33c City Flag dispensed over face value.
via lobby vending machine in 2002

continued on page 8
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Early machines were limited to selling stamps in multiples
based on the coin deposited. A nickel would automatically
dispense five 1c stamps. A dime, would get you two 5c
stamps. A quarter would get you three 8c stamps and a
single 1c stamp. Later technology would allow you to use
multiple coins to total your purchase. As rates increased,
technology improved, allowing $1 and $5 bills. With the constant redesign of paper currency eventually the post office
lobby coil vending machines became obsolete. Coin operated
machines were replaced with modern Automated Postal
Center (APC) machines. These APC machines compute all
rates and classes of mail, weigh letters and parcels, dispense
stamps, look up zip codes and accept credit and debit card
transactions.

Large coils of 3,000 and 10,000 are still produced and
issued for nonprofit, presorted standard, and first class presort mailers. Large coils are also issued in the 1c, 2c, 3c, 4c,
5c and 10c denominations for specific mailers who use a
combination of smaller postage to encourage donations and
discourage soaking and reuse of the stamps from their return
envelopes on other mail.

Scott 3829, 37c Snowy Egret
was a widely circulated coil issue.
Plate V2121 has less than 15
used copies known. A used single recently sold for $750. You
could very well have a hidden
rarity among your everyday
mail.
The vast majority of PNCs
retail in the range of three to
five times face value and are
very affordable.

Scott 3829 with plate V2121

  
  

PNC Collecting Resources
The Plate Number Coil Collectors Club (PNC3) is dedicated
to the study of PNCs.
Their website is a great source of information and checklists
of plate numbers, printers, and varieties. Their website is
www.pnc3.org and can be a great resource to learn more
about this collecting specialty.
Membership is $14 per year and includes electronic delivery
(via email) of their monthly journal ² COIL LINE
Current pricing for Mint PNCs in strips of five, priced by specific plate number, can be found in the most recent edition of the
Scott Specialized Catalog of US Stamps.

  

Learn More About PNCs at MILCOPEX
DAV envelope with 3759 3c Coffeepot and 3612 5c Toleware
from 1999 using nine stamps to pay the 37c first class rate

Coils of 3,000 and 10,000 are also
now available in Forever stamps for
large-volume first-class mail users.
Large rolls of stamps have back
numbers to determine the number of
stamps remaining on a roll. Many collectors seek out the back numbers in
relation to the front plate number.
7KHVHDUHUHIHUUHGWRDV´QXPEHURQ Scott 4896 with plate C11
QXPEHUµ31&V
Many other PNCs, even those
issued in the last 10 years are extremely scarce and command huge
premiums. These rare PNCs are
from common issues where certain plate numbers have never
been found mint and are only
known as used singles. Scott 3771,
10c Atlas with plate V21113, has
only six copies known and in July
Scott 3771 plate V21113 2015, a used single sold for $1600.

In conjunction with the MILCOPEX stamp show in Milwaukee,
the author Michael Mules, will present a PowerPoint proJUDPWLWOHG´All About Collecting PNCsµRQ6DWXUGD\6HSWHP
ber 26 at 11 a.m. with a question-and-answer session to follow. All are welcome to attend. Show details and location on
page 10.
The Plate Number Coil Collectors Club will also be hosting a
regional meeting at MILCOPEX on Saturday September 26 at
1 p.m. The meeting will be a gathering of collectors and enthusiasts of all levels from the Midwest and will include a 20
minute DVD presentation of PNC rarities, a narrated digital
slide show. Join us to learn more about collecting and the
club. Door prizes provided by MILCOPEX show dealers.
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MILCOPEX
2015
Friday,  September  25,  2015              10  a.m.  ± 5  p.m.
Saturday,  September  26,  2015      10  a.m.  ± 5  p.m.
Sunday,  September  27,  2015            10  a.m.  ± 3  p.m.
Commemorating the

150th Anniversary
of

Alice in Wonderland
at the Crowne Plaza Milwaukee Airport
6401 So. 13th St., Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Just 8 minutes from the airport.

Attractions:

Participating Societies:

&DFKHW0DNHU·V%RXUVH 6DWXUGD\

Society for Czechoslovak Philately

Youth/Beginner Area

Plate Number Coil Collectors Club

Educational Seminars

Wisconsin Postal History Society

Society Meetings
Awards Banquet
2000+ Pages of Exhibits
30+ Dealers

Free Parking
Admission $2 per day/free on Sunday
www.MilwaukeePhilatelic.org
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