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The Purple Cow

D

id you get a purple
cow? Have you
ever seen a purple
cow? They’re rare, you know.
So rare that Paul Schroeder, of
Oshkosh, attested that not a one
was spotted on his drive to
National Topical Stamp Show
held June 23-25 in Milwaukee.
Paul helped staff the
WFSC booth with me on
June 23, and it was a hoot! We
dispersed 200 WFSC purple
cows in the form of our
“official” cinderella cancel
honoring NTSS 2017. The
illustration shows a typical
old severed paid reply
postal card used to apply
our WFSC purple cow
cancel. We even used
Paul T. Schroeder
applying the purple
bright purple ink. To
cow cancel on old
avoid any repercussions
postal cards
with the U.S. Postal
Service, we omitted the ZIP code and the word
“station,” items required for USPS pictorial
postmarks.
We reproduced “The Purple Cow” jingle
on the reverse side with an explanation of the
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“The Purple Cow
I never saw a purple cow, / I never hope to see
one, / But I can tell you, anyhow, / I’d rather see
than be one! / by Gelette Burgess

Volume 39, Issue 7

“About the Reverse Side Purple Cow
The image is a reproduction of a 1928 Genesee
Depot, WI., fancy cancel that was stamped with
purple ink. It was created by Walter Brink and
modified to cancel Brook Hill Farm local post
mail. Brook Hill Farm, located in Genesee Depot,
was once one of the largest dairies in the United
States.”
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For more information about this legendary
purple cow cancel go to
www.qsl.net/kg0yh/BrookHill.htm.
On Friday evening, NTSS hosted a beer and
brat dinner where table talk hit on the purple cow.
This prompted more inquisitive visitors to our
WFSC booth the next day.
All in all, NTSS was so enjoyable that I
ended up reinstating my membership. I had
dropped it several years ago because I’m not a
topical collector. But perhaps I’ll develop an
interest to make my membership legit.
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As for the WFSC, many collectors from
throughout the U.S. will unpack their bags when
they get home and find our purple cow. They’ll
recall their positive experience at the WFSC
booth and the WFSC will have accomplished its
publicity and public relations mission.
Purple cow cancel honoring NTSS 2017

Wisconsin connection to a purple cow. Here’s
what it said:
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Many thanks to MaryAnn Bowman for
donating the postal cards.
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Visiting with Karen Weigt at the WFSC
booth – (l. to r.) Ray Perry, Karen
and Alex Gill
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Connecting with Clubs
By MaryAnn Bowman
Newsletters from clubs sharing their meeting news and
programs were pretty scarce this summer—presumably your
clubs did not meet. I look forward to reading about your club and
sharing with other Federation clubs. Please include me in your
mailing (MaryAnn Bowman, P.O. Box 1451, Waukesha, WI
53187) or email correspondence (maryann15b@mac.com).
The Northwoods Philatelic Society’s June program was a
presentation and slide show by Steve Lund about Scandinavian
philately and featured a slide show on Finlandia ’17, the
international show that focused on the centennial of the first
stamps of independent Finland. Steve also brought along some
very nice door prizes.
Both the Madison and Waukesha clubs had summer picnics
and the Milwaukee club had an ice cream social. ATA Chapter 5
shared memories and new items they found for their collections
at the July meeting following National Topical Stamp Show.
I was invited to attend the Sheboygan Stamp Club and
advise their committee members of possible ideas to use in their
upcoming project to promote the hobby among youth. I hope we
will be reading more about this in the future.
I am also interested in learning from your Wiscopex 2017
delegate how the give-away item was used and the club’s
reactions to the “Would You Rather...” activity.

Perhaps the most commonly collected and recognized type
of cover is the first-day cover. In fact, first-day covers can make
an entire evening’s program. The American First-Day Cover
Society (www.afdcs.org) has information you can use to help
plan a program. If you click on the tab that reads “Learn
About FDCs,” you will find a short course, information about
preserving FDCs, terms associated with the collecting of first
day covers, as well as information about servicing FDCs. In a
future column, I will expand upon the idea of a FDC program.
But back to the “cover” idea. Each month during the year,
you could have a mini show-and-tell featuring a different type
of cover. Your newsletter could announce the cover category
ahead of time and provide a brief definition. Then members
could bring examples from their own collections. Some
examples of cover collecting areas include: advertising,
airport dedication, combination, commercial, event, first flight,
inauguration, mixed franking, mourning, patriotic, pre-stamp,
stampless, etc. Postal stationery items such as aerograms,
embossed envelopes, and postal cards can also be included in
the “cover” category. Think about the types of covers your
members may have, pick out a year’s worth of cover types and
you are set for the year. You will enjoy seeing the different and
interesting covers your members have in their collections.

Cover Collecting
Looking for a common theme to carry your club
programming through the year? Consider covers. Members
of your club may say that they do not collect covers, but more
than likely they have stashed some away whether from family
correspondence or something that caught their fancy.
If you have new or beginning members in your club, you may
have to explain what a “cover” is, but most collectors soon catch
on that “cover” is another word for an envelope that has passed
through the mail.

Is it an Advertising or Special Delivery/Air Mail Cover?
(continued on page 4)
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The Editor’s Turn

Is a National Park in Your Travel Plans? - Part 2
By Ray Perry
It is hard to believe that it is already
August. Last night the Packers opened the
preseason schedule. Where has the summer
gone? I did manage to get down to NTSS
in Milwaukee. Had a great time and even
added a “purple cow” to my collection.
We have another full issue for you this
month with many interesting articles.
To start with Karen recaps her adventure with the “Purple
Cow” at NTSS, be sure to read up on it on page 1. MaryAnn
Bowman has several articles in this issue, but her “Connecting
with Clubs” column is on page 2 with a review of club activities
from around the federation. MaryAnn also has a suggestion on
how to use postal covers and cover collecting as topics for your
club meetings. If any of you try this, please let us know how it
goes.
Be sure to check out the various honors bestowed on
WFSC members Aimeé Devine, Bob Mather, and the Oshkosh
Philatelic Society on page 4.
The Federation Focus can be found on page 5 along with a
call for Wisconsin Philatelic Hall of Fame nominations.
Page 6 has two accounts of the “Have a Ball” first-day-ofissue ceremony at Erin Hills, host of the 2017 U.S. Open Golf
Tournament. Thanks to Paul Schroeder and Karen Weigt for
reporting on this Wisconsin philatelic event.
Pages 7 and 8 contain this month’s feature article by Jim
Byrne, “Topical Collecting: Events.”
Karen Weigt is back on page 9 with an article on the Federal
Duck Stamp Art Competition being held at UW-Stevens Point
this year. MaryAnn Bowman has put together a duck stamp
trivia contest to go along with this article. Be sure to get your
answers in to MaryAnn by September 30th.
See John Hamman’s thank-you note to all those that helped
make NTSS 2017 a success on page 10. Page 11 has an article
on the 50th Anniversary of MILCOPEX by MaryAnn Bowman.
This is followed by an article by former Wisconsin resident Jay
Smith that I think you will find interesting.
I hope you enjoy this month’s issue and as always if you
have ideas for an article, please feel free to let me know. My
contact information can be found in the masthead on page 2.
Last month I wrote a bit on our national parks. I want to
thank Aimeé Devine for emailing me a link to a video available
from the Rocky Mountain Library on our national parks. The
link is:
http://www.rmpldenver.org/publications/videos.html?start=12
Aimeé says she has used this video with the Janesville Stamp
Club and everyone really enjoyed it. Maybe it is worth a try for
one of your club meetings.
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At the end of my column last month I mentioned the recent
stamps commemorating our national parks. Before we get into
those more recent issues I think we ought to give mention to
John Muir known as the “father of our national parks.” Muir
was born in Scotland and immigrated to the U.S. with his
parents and family when he was 11. The family
settled in the Portage, WI area. Muir attended
the University of Wisconsin and remained in the
state until he was in his mid-20s. This former
Wisconsite, is portrayed on Scott 1245. Muir has
a national monument named after him. Muir
Woods National Monument is just north of
San Francisco and is a beautiful stand of giant
redwoods.
Another man instrumental in the formation of
our national parks is Theodore Roosevelt (TR)
who, as president, signed legislation creating
the first of our national parks, Yellowstone.
Roosevelt has a national park in western North
Dakota named after him - Theodore Roosevelt
National Park. My family and I had an interesting
encounter with an American bison and her calf at
that park, but that is a story for another time.
Recently, the U.S. Postal Service has issued a number of
airmail stamps showing scenes from various national parks.
Interspersed with the parks are several stamps of similar design
depicting other areas of natural beauty that are not in the
national park system. Some of these other scenic areas include
Nine Mile Prairie, Okefenokee Swamp, and New Hampshire
River Scene. Some of the national parks commemorated in the
series include Voyagers NP, Bryce Canyon NP, and Grand
Teton NP.

Voyagers National Park

Okefenokee Swamp

The last national parks stamps I want to mention are those
issued last year to commemorate the 100th anniversary of our
national parks. By and large I’m not a big fan of modern U.S.
stamps, but in this case I think the subject is worthy and the
designs are very nice. I hope
you have enjoyed this philatelic
excursion to our beautiful
national parks.
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Connecting with Clubs - Continued

Devine Receives Kehr Award

One word of advice—or perhaps a warning—this is a
REAL learning activity. I used this idea one year for the
Waukesha County Philatelic Society and was quite surprised
to find out that some of our members really did not have a
good concept and understanding of just what constituted the
type of cover under consideration for the meeting. Many
times first-day covers were brought in even though the
category was patriotic covers or event covers. Picture post
cards were brought in for postal cards. This provides clubs a
wonderful opportunity to set the record straight on philatelic
terminology related to cover collecting.

Aimeé Devine, Janesville, was awarded the APS Ernest Kehr
Award. She received the recognition from APS Executive Director
Scott English on June 23, 2017, at NTSS in Milwaukee.
The award recognizes a living philatelist who has contributed to
the future of the hobby. To be considered for the award, the nominee
must have demonstrated work showing a high level of creativity in
making stamp collecting attractive to newcomers. These efforts must
have been sustained for at least five years.
Aimeé has served in many roles both for the WFSC as well as
other national-level philatelic organizations. Within the Federation,
she was the former editor of ATFP and currently serves on the WFSC
Website Committee, Publicity and Public Relations Committee, and
as the WFSC’s Facebook Administrator.
Aimeé has created hundreds of free and downloadable activities,
display modules, and newsletters for not only the WFSC, but also for
the American Philatelic Society, American Topical Association, and
the American First Day Cover Society. Additionally, the booklets
created for the youth area of World Stamp Show NY 2016 and more
recently the handout booklet for National Topical Stamp Show 2017
(Milwaukee) were done by her.
In addition to helping with the youth and beginner activities at
DANEPEX and WISCOPEX, she has a youth club in connection with
the Janesville Stamp Club.
Other Wisconsinites that have received the award include
MaryAnn Bowman (1991) and Karen Weigt (1997).

Is it a censored, patriotic, or military cover?
Another common theme to carry through your club
year is to have members share some of their “non-philatelic”
philatelic items. Most collectors have some type of
stamp-related item that could be used as a monthly mini
show-and-tell. Some categories to consider: mugs, pins,
calendars, picture postcards with stamp themes, items of
clothing such as hats and t-shirts, greeting cards, posters,
coil dispensers, mailboxes, holiday ornaments, etc. I am
always amazed at what others have with stamp designs or
philatelic-related items.

Robert J. Mather Honored at NTSS

The 2017 National Topical Stamp
Show banquet was held in Milwaukee
on Saturday evening, June 24. Robert
J. Mather, of Waukesha, was among
those who were honored for a variety
of achievements. Mather received an
Honorary Show Chair award.
Although he was not the official show
2017 Club Growth Recognition
chair, he was recognized for his many
volunteer hours in helping to make
Each year, the WFSC recognizes the club(s) for the most NTSS ’17 a success.

membership growth as reported with their 2017 dues returns.
Recognition is for the largest percentage of increase, and the
most members gained.
This year the Oshkosh Philatelic Society is recognized
in both categories. With a gain of five new members, it
increased its membership by 30 percent.
Congratulations to the Oshkosh Philatelic Society!

Found on the Internet

A reader found this interesting, albeit tedious, way of
mounting stamps. The reader commented that there were
thousands of stamps mounted in this manner.

Stamps mounted with two each white photo corners
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Mather has served as
official NTSS show chair
several times in the past.
He has also served as
president of the American
Topical Association.
Mather has furthermore
served on several local
club and WFSC
committees and has held
office in the Waukesha
County Philatelic Society,
Milwaukee Philatelic
Society, and ATA
Chapter 5.
Our congratulations to
Bob for a well-deserved
recognition.
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ATA President Dale Smith (l.)
presents Robert J. Mather with
an Honorary Show Chair award.

P.O. Box 6, Salem WI 53168
U.S. Mint Sheets , Airmails, Duck Stamps
Back of Book, State Revenues, Test Stamps
Plate Number Coils, PNC Precancel Gap Strips
PNC Back Number Strips, First Flight Covers
Errors, Freaks, & Oddities, First Day & Event Covers

www.foxriverstamps.com
See us at an upcoming show
or send us your want lists.
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Federation Focus
By Karen Weigt, WFSC President

Publicity and Public Relations - The WFSC produced a first-day
cover for each stamp in the U.S. Postal Service Have a Ball! pane
issued on June 14 at Erin Hills Country Club in Hartford, WI. A
purple cow cancel giveaway item for National Topical Stamp Show
was proposed and accepted. Karen Weigt will contact the UWStevens Point regarding a WFSC table at the September 15-16 Federal
Duck Stamp Art Competition, and the Central Wisconsin Stamp Club
Treasurer’s Report - WFSC Treasurer Al Vick reported will discuss involvement in the event at its June meeting. Karen Weigt
will staff a WFSC society table at MILCOPEX on the same weekend.
that as of June 15, the treasury balance was about $10,000.
He related that the donation auction at WISCOPEX ’17
Filling Current and Upcoming Vacancies - Greg Schmidt
brought in about $400. Ten percent went to the Central
will
work on trying to fill the Central Region VP vacancy. Possible
Wisconsin Stamp Club, which hosted the event. The annual
candidates
for ATFP editor and WFSC webmaster were discussed.
donation auctions are helping to sustain the treasury and Al
was given another stack of boxes of donated material to sort
Tabled to Next Meeting into lots for the WISCOPEX ’18 auction. Al also was given
2018 Hall of Fame Reunion
authority to enter some lots in the MILCOPEX donation
Best Single-frame Ribbon/Award
auction.
Executive Board Meeting
The WFSC’s 2017 Summer Executive Board meeting
was held June 17 at the Rolling Meadows Restaurant in Fond
du Lac, WI. Major agenda items discussed and voted upon
were as follows:

WISCOPEX 2017 - Show Chairman Larry Glenzer
presented a detailed financial report of the event.

Next Meeting - The Fall Executive Board meeting to be held
Saturday, October 28 at TOSAPEX in West Allis.

WISCOPEX 2018 (hosted by the Baraboo Area Stamp
Club - BASC)- Ken Grant presented some ideas for the
WISCOPEX ’18 theme that club members had been
considering. The final decision will be available by July 1 as
well as appointments to chair various aspects of the show.
Karen Weigt will design a logo and the pictorial postmark.
A flier or publicity card will be ready for distribution at
MILCOPEX.

Presidential Appointments
WFSC bylaws require that presidential committee and special project
appointments be made within 60 days of inception of term of office,
which is September 1. Such appointments will be announced in the
October ATFP.

October National Stamp
Collecting Month Posters
The WFSC will have posters
available for pickup at the WFSC
Motions made and passed with regard to WISCOPEX
society table at MILCOPEX. The
2018 were: The Baraboo Area Stamp Club will be allowed
poster is also available on the
use of the WFSC’s Wisconsin State Sales Tax Exemption
WFSC website:
Number. The WFSC will provide the Champion of
www.wfscstamps.org. Click on
Champions exhibit award. The WFSC will enter its latest
accumulation of donated items in the silent donation auction “Club Resources” and
with the BASC keeping 10 percent of all prices realized. The “promotional poster.” Print
out several copies and get them
WFSC will cover the judging fee for two judges and a
out and about. Customize them
banquet ticket for one judge.
for your club with an add-on
Across the Fence Post - For both financial and editorial attached to the bottom with
planning purposes, the Finance Committee and the Editorial meeting dates and location. A
strip of tear-off tabs can also be
Advisory Council will work on determining a guideline for
added.
the number of pages per year for ATFP.

Wisconsin Philatelic Hall of Fame Nominations
The WFSC recognizes up to three prominent Wisconsin philatelists per year for their contributions to the hobby.
Nominations for 2017 candidates for the Wisconsin Philatelic Hall of Fame are due December 31, 2017. Please note
the following when submitting nominations:
• Contributions of a purely local club nature shall not be the sole reason for selection to the Hall of Fame.
• A deceased philatelist may not be nominated or considered until three years after his/her death.
Only WFSC member clubs may submit nominations and each nomination must be seconded by two other member
clubs. The nominating club is responsible for making arrangements with the seconding clubs to provide those seconds.
The nomination and seconds should be sent together to the chairman of the Hall of Fame Committee.
A nomination should include a statement identifying the nominee, a short philatelic biography, and the reasons why
that person should be selected for the Wisconsin Philatelic Hall of Fame. Send the nomination and seconds to Greg
Schmidt, Chairman, Hall of Fame Committee, 1987 Fox Burrow Ct., Neenah, WI 54956 or gschmidt7@new.rr.com.
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First-Day of Issue Activities at the U.S. Open
First Hand Account

Have a Ball! From Another Prospective

By Paul T. Schroeder
About once a year the U.S. Postal Service (USPS) shares
hosting a first-day event with another organization. This year on
June 14, the USPS and the U.S. Golf Association (USGA) did
just that at the U.S. Open golf tournament held at Erin Hills just
a few miles south of Hartford, WI. The stamp issue event was
for eight different designs called Have a Ball! forever stamps.
The stamps show the balls used by a host of different sports.
Included were these balls: football, baseball, volleyball,
basketball, soccer, tennis, golf, and kickball.
The philatelic events started at 8 a.m. with an outdoor
gathering where the stamp design was unveiled with comments
by USPS officials. The USPS created a 6 1/2-inch-by-9 1/2-inch
ceremony envelope featuring one of the Have a Ball! stamps
and the first-day of issue postmark from Hartford. Activities
continued until noon in the USGA Merchandise tent. There the
stamps were sold and the usual first-day postmark applied. It
was located in a gazebo in the tent where the USPS was allotted
about six feet of counter space. The USPS would have been
happy with more space, but did their best making friends for the
post office. Along with a few other collectors the WFSC was
able to get their series of first-day covers featuring the new
stamps.
It was hard to judge how many golfers are also stamp
collectors due to the fairly expensive ticket required by the
USGA or the limited free tickets offered thru the USPS. This
may have held down the philatelic attendance. The three
Hartford USPS employees did a first-class job of selling the
stamps and servicing the covers. They sure made friends of the
many people who received the ceremony first-day covers. They
had enough covers that they made up sets with all eight stamps
and gave them away. The ceremony envelope did not have the
usual list of speakers, but enclosed was the story of the “Have a
Ball!” issue and offerings of other postal merchandise. Your
order would go to the postal center in Philadelphia, PA, and be
filled out of the Kansas City, MO, center.
It was a fine event for those of us in the philatelic
community. We need to thank the USGA and USPS for a
happy and well-run event here in Wisconsin.

Hartford, Wis., postal clerks

By Karen Weigt
In late May I learned that the U.S. Postal Service had plans
for a “Have a Ball!” first-day-of-issue ceremony on June 14,
2017, at the Erin Hills golf course, located near Hartford, Wis.
The WFSC has a policy to produce a first-day cover for
every USPS stamp issued in Wisconsin, provided it is relative
to the state. Do sports balls relate to Wisconsin? The USPS
must think so, even though that subject never entered the
minds of those involved with our Wisconsin Stamp Suggestion
Committee. After some deliberation, the WFSC Publicity and
Public Relations Committee decided to create a set of eight
cacheted covers, one for each of the sports balls on the “Have a
Ball!” pane of 16.
Getting the covers canceled, though, presented a challenge
as pricey tickets to the golf event were required to attend the
first-day ceremony. The USPS did provide a link within its
online news release to apply for free special access tickets,
but I was extremely skeptical that I’d be one of the chosen.
Nevertheless, I filled in the application identifying myself as
WFSC president. Low and behold, a few weeks later, I received
an email from the USPS telling me I was granted a coveted
ticket plus a guest pass, too!
The USPS email directed me to another link regarding
parking and security. Since I was coming from the west, I was
to park in the Blue Lot located near Delafield, Wis. From there,
I’d take a complimentary shuttle bus for a 25-minute ride to
Erin Hills. Security dictated that I could carry in only one clear
plastic bag with restricted contents.
When June 14 arrived, I left home at 6 a.m. for a 30-minute
drive to the Blue Lot. On the way, I picked up Ray Gaus, a
fellow member of the Badger Stamp Club in Madison, Wis. I
had given him my extra guest pass. We pulled into the massive
Blue Lot, which was a farm field already filled with hundreds,
maybe a thousand cars. After going through security with my
clear plastic bag containing a clear plastic box with the cacheted
covers, we boarded one of the 25 or so shuttle buses that took us
to Erin Hills.

(l. to r.) Ray Gaus, Badger Stamp Club;
Karen Weigt, pres., WFSC; Paul Schroeder, of Oshkosh.
(Continued on page 10)
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Feature Article: Topical Collecting - Events
By James E. Byrne
The anniversaries of historical events can inject new life into
existing topical collections or be the motivation to start a new
one, as if any of us need an excuse. They can also be a focal
activity for a club meeting or a youth group, and you don’t
actually need to own the stamps to have fun with them.
At least three anniversaries which can promote stamp activity
in 2017 are the entry of the United States in World War I on
April 6, 1917, the birth of John F. Kennedy on May 29, 1917, and
Martin Luther’s posting of his theses on October 31, 1517. Each
is already an established topic for which affordable material is
available and for which new issues can be anticipated. If I may be
cynically editorial here in Across the Fence Post, at least one will
be shamelessly exploited with labels of questionable postal need,
but we can each control the direction of our own collections and
acquire just what we like.

The entry into World War I by the United States can be an
interesting topic for a club meeting at which members can focus
a show-and-tell on WWI material and from which the club could
produce a useful checklist or library display for the topic. The
1998 Celebrate the Century, 1910-1919, set is a good place to
start, and the 1919 Victory stamp is a richly designed item in a
classic style. Politicians, military personnel, and others who have
a link to the war are easily found on stamps: Woodrow Wilson,
“Black Jack” Pershing, Harry Truman, Dwight Eisenhower,
George Patton, Eddie Rickenbacker, Sergeant York, F. Scott
Fitzgerald, and others.

The 2017 anniversary which has already caught my
attention, however, is the 500th anniversary of the Protestant
Reformation. I have some of the stamps issued in 1967 for the
450th anniversary and in 1983 for Martin Luther’s 400th birthday.
It is also a topic which can be developed in different ways, one
which is ideal for exercising what Hercule Poirot calls the little
grey cells.
The Reformation was both religious and political, and the first decision for me to make is how broadly I
want to define the topic. Of course, I
could break the topic into thematic
units and develop each for a more
comprehensive collection.
Hercule Poirot
The place to start is with background reading to identify
people, places, events, and dates. During the Middle Ages,
the power of the Church in Rome grew and expanded from the
religious mission of the Church to include political influence,
and in some cases control, over secular leaders in Europe. How
much do I want to get into the political aspects or do I want to
stay focused on the religious.
The decision process is complicated by the complexity of
just the religious history. Although Luther’s posting of the 95
theses is commonly viewed as the start of the Reformation,
people like theologians Jan Hus and John Wycliffe were
important in preparing the way for Luther. Gutenberg’s
introduction of moveable type made it possible to print the
Bible and Protestant tracts in quantity, both essential components
of the foundation of the Reformation.

John J. Pershing

Eddie Rickenbacker

The VFW and American Legion commemoratives surely
deserve a place in the checklist, and Ernest Hemingway’s
“Farewell to Arms” still ranks as one of the major war novels in
American literature. By my standards, even the 2001 Snoopy in
flight helmet fits the criteria for a WWI topical collection. And
Pre-reformation leader John Huss The Gutenberg Press
don’t forget those wonderful covers franked at the “war tax” rate
Luther was not alone as a leader in the Reformation.
and forwarded in search of a soldier in transit. They have stories
to tell and are a colorful way of stimulating conversation. Use the John Calvin and Huldrych Zwingli were important figures in
collective knowledge and creative thinking of your club members expanding the Reformation outside of what is now Germany.
to good advantage and have some fun at the same time.
(Continued on page 8)
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Feature Article: Topical Collecting - Events Continued
organization. The triangle symbolizing the Trinity clearly makes
the symbol Christian on the stamp, but other cultures have their
own variations of the image, such as the ancient Egyptian “Eye
of Horus.” Part of the appeal of the Austrian stamp is that
there’s a lot to the Austrian design which can take you more
deeply into this topical, into other topicals, and into stamp design
and production worldwide.

John Calvin and Martin Luther

Huldrych Zwingli

An event like the Diet of Worms is essential to the Luther
portion of the collection, and the German commemoratives of the
event are visually striking in contrast to the dour portraits of the
reformers.
No, I have not forgotten about the JFK anniversary. I will
let it take care of itself and not even mention the souvenir sheets
of Freekovinia depicting Elvis Presley and Marilyn Monroe
delivering birthday wishes to JFK on his PT boat. Perf and
imperf. $87.50. Each. I’ll let you folks brainstorm silly stamp
subjects at a program at your stamp clubs. Collecting is about
having fun, after all.

Diet of Worms
The architectural elements of the Reformation are in
themselves a fascinating thematic focus to flesh out the context
of the religious and political events.

Philately is also a medium for learning and understanding
more deeply some very important things about our culture and
about ourselves. WWI and the Reformation reshaped the worlds
in which they occurred and dictated the direction of the future.
They cost lives and changed lives. The Protestant Reformation
stimulated the Counter or Catholic Reformation and the
unresolved issues from WWI led to WWII. Today, patriotism
and religious faith are two of the most powerful forces in our
world. As much as we like to have fun with stamps and covers,
we occasionally need to be serious about them, and the
anniversaries of 2017 are good platforms for serious collecting.

Did You Know ?

Wittenberg Church where Luther posted his 95 theses
There are also the stamps that commemorate the Reformation
itself, not the people or places, and some of them can be the basis
for study in depth by themselves. At the moment, my favorite is
the engraved 1967 Austrian stamp with the Eye of Providence
looking over the open Bible on a rock. The design is based on the
Frankfurt Medal for the Reformation (1717) and the Latin prayer
in the frame translates freely as “Lord, preserve our guide, the
Gospel!”

Amazing Philatelic Facts
That the most popular U.S. stamp commemorated Elvis
Presley and sold over 120 million copies. The stamp (Scott
2721) was issued in 1973.
That there are an estimated 20 million stamp collectors in
the U.S. alone.
That it was not until 1964 that a non-royal first appeared on
a UK postage stamp. That stamp commemorated William
Shakespeare.
That Belgium issued stamps smelling
and tasting like chocolate in 2013.
That the U.S. Postal Service printed
19 billion U.S. stamps in
2016 - let the presses roll.

Frankfurt Medal for Reformation and close up of the eye
Although we tend today to think of the “All Seeing Eye of
God” as a Masonic emblem, it pre-dates the adoption by that
Page 8
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That the first U.S.
forever stamp was issued in
2007 and featured an image
of the Liberty Bell.
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Federal Duck Stamp Art Contest at UW-Stevens Point
By Karen Weigt and MaryAnn Bowman

7. An animal other than a waterfowl appeared for the first time
in 1959. What was the animal?

Announcement
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 2017 Federal Duck Stamp
Art Competition will be held Friday, September 15 and Saturday,
September 16 at the UW-Stevens Point Noel Fine Arts Center,
1800 Portage St., Stevens Point, Wis. Hours are 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
on Friday and 9 a.m. to noon (or whenever the judges finish
voting) on Saturday. Admission is free.
For parking on Friday, use UW metered lots (75-cents/hour)
and free parking on some of the city streets. UW parking lots are
free on Saturday. Parking lot maps are available
at www.uwsp.edu/parking/pages/default.aspx.
This is a highly competitive competition with artist
submissions from throughout the United States. The winning
artwork will be featured on the 2018 federal duck stamp.
Four Wisconsinites have had their artwork appear on federal
duck stamps: Owen Gromme 1945, Martin R. Murk 1977, Arthur
G. Anderson 1987, and Sherrie Russel Meline 2006.
The Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs, the Central
Wisconsin Stamp Club (Stevens Point), and the National Duck
Stamp Collectors Society will participate with tables at the event.
For additional and updated information, go
to www.uwsp.edu/dnr/Pages/Federal-Duck-Stamp-Contest.aspx.

8. RW31 depicts the state bird of Hawaii which was quite rare
in the 1950s when there were only 25 in the wild and 13 in
captivity. Name the bird.
9. RW42 caused quite a bit of controversy among sportsmen
and conservationists at the time as duck stamp contest rules
allowed only entries depicting live waterfowl. What is
depicted on this stamp issue that caused the controversy?
10. RW48 depicts the only North American duck that cannot
walk on land. What is the name of the duck?
11. What is the Scott catalog number of the duck stamp
marking the 50th anniversary of the issuance of the first
Hunting Permit stamp?
12. How long are the annual unsold federal duck stamps kept
before being destroyed?
13. What is the Scott catalog number of the first duck stamp to
depict mountaintops?
14. Originally, the annual stamp design was by invitation only.
In what year was it opened up to competition between all
artists?
15. What is the catalog number of the first duck stamp to use a
full-color lithography printing process?

Federal Duck Stamp Trivia

Have fun and remember to get your answers in to MaryAnn
Bowman at P.O. Box 1451, Waukesha, WI 53187 or email
How well do you know our U.S. Federal Duck Stamp program? them to: maryann15b@mac.com by September 30 of this year.
Below are 15 questions. Send your answers via email or snail mail.
Send to MaryAnn Bowman, P.O. Box 1451, Waukesha, WI 53187
Good luck!
or email maryann15b@mac.com. All entries will receive an
acknowledgement gift regardless of the number of questions
answered. Deadline for date of entry is September 30, 2017. All
entries must provide a mailing address in order to receive the gift.
Answers will be published in the November issue of Across the
Fence Post.
1.

Name two of the four artists born in Wisconsin who have
successfully won the duck stamp contest and had their artwork
produced on a federal duck stamp.

2. What was the inscription written on the back of RW13 RW34?
3. When was the first federal duck stamp issued and what was its
denomination?
4. An accomplished cartoonist and ardent conservationist, he was
the creator of the first federal duck stamp. Name the artist.
5. Until RW26, what were the number of stamps in a sheet of
duck stamps?
6. Only 448,204 of this duck stamp were issued and even fewer
remain in circulation. Which duck stamp is it? Identify by Scott
catalog number.
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First-Day Activities - Cont.
Off the bus and heading to the ticket
turnstile was a breathtaking venture with a
massive walkway lined by exhibits of
individual pro golfers. Speakers resounded
their golfing careers as we passed by. We
entered the Fan Central area, which
mimicked a village with a grandiose main
street. Due to superb organization,
thousands of people poured onto the street
with no waiting lines.
No problem finding our way around as
noticeably well-groomed college students
on a USGA summer internship were
everywhere. Upon inquiry, one of these
attendants escorted us to the U.S. Postal
Service booth, where Hartford, Wis., postal
personnel canceled our covers and Paul
Schroeder, of Oshkosh, joined us.
The 8 a.m. rather brief outdoor
ceremony took place at a flag pole in an area
in the middle of the street. A limited number
of chairs were set up and a relatively small
group of people gathered. Even so, many
were left standing throughout the program.
It consisted of the usual patriotic formalities
involved with raising the flag. And, since
this was Flag Day, the program emphasized
paying homage to the flag and our veterans.
The stamp issue ceremony seemed only as
an after-thought with a Postal Service
official giving a short speech about the Have
a Ball! issue and an unveiling of a large
image of the pane. That was it.
I spotted only a handful of stamp
collectors. Among those I recognized were
Mary Yahr and Alex Gill, of West Bend,
who I corralled to help prepare our first-day
covers. I also saw Bob Ulatt, of Waukesha;
and Jim Latimer, of Oregon, Wis. Not
recognized were two colorfully dressed
gentlemen who claimed to be interested
stamp collectors from a mailing firm in Sun
Prairie, Wis. Their bright blue-and-whiteprint suits captivated our attention and Paul
and I couldn’t resist asking if we could get
them in a photo. They certainly added to my
Have a Ball! memorable experience.

National Topical Stamp
Show 2017 - Thanks WI
To: Members of the Wisconsin stamp
collecting community,
Thank you for all the help you
provided to make NTSS 2017 a success.
We could not have produced a successful
show without your support and help in a
myriad of areas.
You provided over 100 A-frames for
mounting exhibits. Under the direction of
Bob Mather, your volunteers delivered
and set up those frames and helped
mount the exhibits, and at the end of
the show reversed the procedure. Special
thanks to those who did this
labor-intensive job.
Thanks also to Rob Henak who
handled the judges and exhibits for the
show and to MaryAnn Bowman and
Aimeé Devine who handled the youth
area.
I also wish to thank the volunteers
(recruited by Bob Mather) who did a
great job at the registration table and
those who represented the local
organizations at their booths throughout
the show. Also, appreciated was the help
“getting the word out” to your members
about the show.
Thanks again for your help on NTSS
2017.
John M. Hamman
NTSS 2017 Show Chair

Get Your WFSC
Have a Ball! Cover

To mail order a WFSC Have a Ball!
first-day cover, send $2.50 each to Karen
Weigt, 4184 Rose Ct., Middleton, WI
53562. Indicate your choice of ball stamp
cover(s). Enclose a No. 10 SASE and
make checks payable to the WFSC.

P.O. Box 6, Salem WI 53168

Come and see us
September 15—16—17th 2017
WISCONSIN’S BIGGEST STAMP SHOW

MILCOPEX 2017
SEE US IN BOOTH 21—22
We have put together an exciting
selection of items for the show.
New items from our most recent
buying trips through the Midwest.

Thousands of U.S. Mint Sheets
PNCs—PNCs—PNCs
We have the most comprehensive
Plate Number Coil inventory you
will find at any show. We have a
beautiful mint inventory of all
numbers from the beginning.
We also handle all of the different
die cuts, peak/valleys, Precancel
gap strips, Honeybee seam lines,
Test Coils, and IMPERF PNCs

Federal and State Duck Stamps
State Revenue Stamps
Stop by and have a look at the
wide selection of unusual tax
stamps in every price range.

Rare Special Tax Stamps
We also have a nice selection of
seldom seen Special Tax Stamps,
from a collection built over 35
years. Better items include
Producers of Marijuana, Brokers,
Manufacturers of Stills, Bowling
Alleys and Billiard Tables.
A MUST SEE!

USPS Year Sets at FACE VALUE
If you’re getting back into the
hobby, we also offer complete
USPS Year Sets with the books, at
the FACE VALUE of the stamps!

First Days and Postal History
We have added over 1000 covers
into our inventory, including
Stampless, RPOs, Patriotics,
Handpainted, Pilot Signed Flights
Two colorful collectors from a mailing firm in Sun
Prairie, WI., with Karen Weigt and Paul Schroeder
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Celebrating 50 Years - MILCOPEX 2017
By MaryAnn Bowman
MILCOPEX 2017, Wisconsin’s largest postage stamp show,
will be held September 15 - 17, 2017, at the Crowne Plaza
Milwaukee Airport Hotel, 6401 South 13th Street, Milwaukee
(just south of College Avenue). Hours Friday and Saturday are
10 AM to 5 PM and Sunday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Admission
is free. Door prizes will be given.
Prior to the show, the American Philatelic Society is offering
one of their on-the-road courses. Ron Lesher will present an
all-day class on “Detecting Philatelic Forgeries of U.S. Revenue
Stamps.”
The bourse will feature 23 dealers offering United States,
worldwide, and topical stamps, covers, and other philatelic
material. There will also be several silent auctions of donated
material.
Visiting national societies include the American Revenue
Association, the State Revenue Society, and Ireland (Eire)
Philatelic Society. Also attending will be the Wisconsin

Guest Article - Behind the Scenes
My name is Jay and I am a dumpster diver. Or maybe I
should say I am a recovering dumpster diver, but I don't know if
that is completely true.
Dumpster diving, the art of looking for useful stuff in other
peoples' trash, is an honorable tradition. To this day, especially
in the Third World but certainly in the U.S. as well, it feeds
hundreds of thousands of children and families.
In my case, I come from a long line of dumpster divers. I
was probably first introduced to it by my fraternal grandfather
while on summer visits to their home. I remember my
grandfather taking me along on early morning explorations,
leaving his very affluent neighborhood and heading to a
commercial district. We would drive down the alleys behind
stores and look for goodies. Since my grandmother would not
allow the results onto the property, it all went to a number of
charities that they generously supported; and we are not talking
about only small quantities of material or minor amounts of
value. [The one exception to my grandmother's rule is when a
landmark federal building and post office was being
"remodeled" in the 1970s. Grandfather brought back many
hundreds of post office boxes (many whole banks of them) and
dozens of extremely ornate elevator doors.]
As a very young teenager, just before I became a stamp
dealer, I lived only a few blocks from a major (40,000 students)
university. I outfitted my bicycle with huge baskets to haul my
discoveries. During the summers, most early mornings would
find me upside down in the university’s dumpsters finding all
sorts of good stuff. This was in the days before people were all
worried about kids being kids and before businesses and
institutions worried about putting locks on their trash.
Nowadays I am sure I would have been arrested within minutes,
but times have changed. My favorite locations were the
engineering compound, which included a small nuclear reactor,
and the various huge chemistry, biochemistry, and physics labs.
I built an impressive collection of laboratory equipment and
glassware (chemistry was a hobby). Looking back on it, I am
very lucky I did not catch a disease, though I probably
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Federation of Stamp Clubs, Wisconsin Postal History Society,
American Philatelic Society, American Topical Association
Chapter 5, and the Milwaukee Philatelic Society.
Approximately 2000 pages of national-level exhibits will be
judged for the right to represent MILCOPEX at the 2018 APS
Champion of Champions competition at Stampshow, as well as
for other awards. Judges this year are Tim Bartsche (chief
judge), Richard Drews, Ron Lesher, Ray Pietruszka, and Charles
Verge. In addition, non-competitive alphabet letter R exhibits
and one-page exhibits related to 1967 (50 years ago) will be
shown.
Meetings and seminars by the American Revenue
Association, the State Revenue Society and the Ireland (Eire)
Philatelic Society are planned. A Boy Scout Stamp Collecting
Merit Badge workshop is being offered on Saturday. A Family
Fun event is scheduled for Sunday from 10 - 2.
The Saturday night awards banquet features Eric Jackson as
guest speaker. Further information and schedule of events can be
found at www.MilwaukeePhilatelic.org
did collect more pounds of mercury than any kid should ever
even see. Yes, this is going somewhere.
Not long ago I recently received a phone call from a
dumpster diver in another part of the U.S. He was doing his thing
when he found a large pile of "paper stuff" that turned out to be a
stamp collection. A few of the stamps were still on our "Viking
Card" presentation/description slips which bore our contact
information from about 25 years ago, thus he contacted me to
ask if I would like to buy the collection. He sent the collection to
me and I purchased it. It turned out that the few specialized
Finnish items on those cards were the best items in the
whole pile, but there was still enough total value to more than
pay his rent for a couple months.
The collection was a terrible jumble, not from being in the
dumpster, but because it was completely unsorted. It was
obvious that parts of it were missing (for example big parts of
the alphabet were not present from a run of worldwide album
pages). We will never know how much of it was completely lost.
Once I had those "Viking Cards" in hand, I was able to trace
down the original collector from 25-year-old purchase records.
The collector had passed away quite a few years ago. Obituary
information just recorded his passing without any information as
to the family. I hit a dead end. And obviously whoever had it
most recently did not care to keep it.
We will never know how the stamp collection ended up in a
dumpster, but I think we can say that if the collection had been
properly labeled in some way that indicated that it did have
value, it may have been fully preserved and properly found its
way back into the hands of other collectors, with financial
benefit going to the collector’s estate.
So, finally, another repetition of my usual refrain: Label your
philatelic possessions and make sure your family knows, at least
approximately, what you have and where it is.
From Jay Smith & Associates 'Philatelic E-News' email newsletter, available free
from js@JaySmith.com (please include at least your name). The company's website is www.JaySmith.com and includes a wide range of U.S., Worldwide, and
Scandinavian philately. Jay grew up in the Madison area from age 7. He started
selling stamps there in 1973, later moving his business to North Carolina..
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WFSC Show Schedule
(Some dates and details may be subject to change, and there will likely be additional listings.)
List your show, bourse, auction or other event here!
Contact Karen Weigt, 4184 Rose Ct., Middleton, WI 53562
Phone: 608-836-1509, (klweigt@gmail.com)

WFSC CLUB SHOWS
September 9, 2017
OUTAPEX 2017
Outagamie Philatelic Society
Fox Valley Lutheran High School
5300 N. Meade St.
Appleton, WI
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Contact: Corey Gertner
920-257-4028
clgertner@digitalsilk.net
Bourse

September 15-17, 2017
MILCOPEX 2017
Milwaukee Philatelic Society
Crowne Plaza Milwaukee - Airport
6401 S. 13th Street
Milwaukee, WI
www.Milwaukeephilatelic.org
Fri. and Sat. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sun. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Judged Exhibits, Seminars, Bourse

October 14, 2017
MONROE STAMP AND
POSTCARD SHOW
Monroe Stamp and Postcard Club
Monroe Moose Lodge (behind
Farm & Fleet), 639 3rd Ave.,
Monroe, WI
9am to 2:30pm
Contact: Randy Riese
608-558-6430 or
rdriese@tds.net
Bourse only

October 28, 2017
TRI-STATE STAMP EXPO
Tri-State Stamp Club
Northeast Iowa Community
College, 9342 NICC Dr.,
Peosta, IA
Sat. 9am to 3pm
Contact: Sally Maier
563-451-3196 or
3statestamp@gmail.com
Exhibits and Bourse

Try
Exhibiting!
FREE CLASSIFIED
ADS
If you are a WFSC
member club,
a member-at-large, or an
individual belonging to a WFSC
member club,
you are entitled to two free ads
of 25 words per year.
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October 28-29, 2017
TOSAPEX ’17
Wauwautosa Philatelic Society
St. Aloysius Gonzaga Hall
91st and Greenfield Ave.
West Allis, WI
Sat. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sun. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

OTHER MAJOR SHOWS
AND BOURSES

September 9-10, 2017
Lombard, IL

Contact: Carol Schutta
262-388-1453,
harryncarolschutta@gmail.com

MSDA Summer Show West
Midwest Stamp Dealers Assoc.
Embassy Suites Hotel,
707 E. Butterfield Rd.

Bourse

Bourse only

October 29, 2017
SHEBOYGAN STAMP AND
COIN SHOW
Sheboygan Stamp Club
The Village at 170
170 Range Line Road
Kohler, WI
Sun, 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Contact: Ed Rautman
920-893-5864
Bourse only

November 11, 2017

October 14,, 2017
Joliet, IL
Will County Stamp Show
Naperville Area Stamp Club and
Philatelic Club of Will County,
Messiah Lutheran Church, 40 S.
Houbolt Rd.
Lindner Conference Center
610 E. Butterfield Road
Bourse only

OSHKOSH STAMP BOURSE
Oshkosh Philatelic Society
Elks Club
175 W. Fernau Ave.
Oshkosh, WI

October 14-15, 2017

Sat. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

MSDA Fall Show
Midwest Stamp Dealers Assoc.
Country Inn and Suites
600 Milwaukee Ave.
Bourse only

Contact: Dave Carney
920-687-9077,
dcarney1@new.rr.com

Prospect Heights, IL
9/17

www.jadecostampandhobby.com

Bourse only

February 11, 2018
59th ANNUAL EXHIBITION
AND BOURSE
Janesville Stamp Club
Holiday Inn Express
3100 Wellington Pl.
Janesville, WI
Contact: Aimeé Devine,
2111 E. Luther Rd.,
Janesville, WI53545
608-758-1354
spanishmoss72@sbcglobal.net
Sat. 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Bourse only

May 5-6, 2018
WISCOPEX 2018
WFSC 87th Annual Convention
Host: Baraboo Area Stamp Club
Voyageur Inn and Conf. Center
200 Viking Dr., Reedsburg, WI
Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-3
Contact: Bob Jobe (608) 356-2431
rjobe@centurytel.net

October 20-21, 2017
Roseville, MN
METROPEX ‘17, Maplewood
Stamp Club, Roseville Ice Arena
2661 Civic Center Drive

12/16

Judged Exhibits and Bourse

November 17-19, 2017
Itasca, IL
CHICAGOPEX ‘17
Chicago Philatelic Society
Westin Chicago Northwest Hotel
400 Park Blvd.
Judged Exhibits, Seminars, and
Bourse

Collect Stamps

Judged Exhibits, Seminars, Bourse

Back issues of ATFP can
be viewed online at
www.wfscstamps.org.
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