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Silent Night! Holy Night!
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Fran,; Griiber, 1787-1863

--A Merr4 Christmas
Silent Night, Holy Night card,

The card has a reproduction of a stamp issued in 1948 to
honor Franz Gruber, a choirmaster who composed the music to
"Silent Night, Holy Night"; and Father Mohr, a priest, who wrote
the words.
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These are the sounds of Christmas ... the
chime of bells on the frosty air ... sleighs
jingling over the snow . .. happy shouts of
"Merry Christmas!" . .. fires crackling on
the hearth : .. corn popping in the pan . . .
the chatter of children's feet down the
stairs on Christmas Morning .. . the gay
din of excitement around the tree .. .
warm words of welcome between reunited
loved ones . . . voices raised in the old
sweet carols . . . and in the heart the clear
sou nd of the angel's message: "Unto
you-a Saviour!"
Esther York Burkholder

Peace, peace rm earth; for men shall love
each other.
Hosts shall go forth to bless, and
not destroy;
For man shall see in man a brother,
And peace on earth fulfill the angel's
joy.
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What is Christmas? It is tenderness for
the past, courage for the present, hope for
the future . It is a fervent wish that every
cup may overflow with blessings rich
and eternal, and that every path may lead
to peace.
Agnes M. Pharo

And so we come again to Christmas with
all its color and joy, its magic and wonder,
its spirit of good will and warmth. But how
do we come to Christmas? What it means
to us depends on what we bring to it, not
in gifts and outer display, but in the inner
offerings of love and faith that abide in
the heart.
Esther Baldwin York

Christmas is a gift from God that a man
cannot keep until he gives it to someone else.
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How can you tell when it's Christmastime?
Look into a child's shining eyes-you'll see
Christmas there. See a neighbor's wave,
hear his cheerful greeting-you'll know
Christmas is near.
Author Unknown

I will honor Christmas in my heart and
try to keep it all the year.
Cl,11rk1DU!n1
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At Christmastime, these are
.• ·
the things I know:
Fragrance of pine, air frosted,
keen with snow;
Laughter of children, raised in
glad surprise;
Breathless expectancy; the
smiling eyes
Of frien d s with gifts white-dad
and ribbon-tied;
Odor of good things cooking.
Th ere abide
The dearest things I know
in all the earth:
Home and the loved ones, friendship,
song and mirth.

Author Unknown

HALL OP FAME
Last year the Hall of Fame Committee had nothing to do. I hope
we can make them work this year. I'm sure all of you have someone _you
feel belongs in the Wisconsin Philatelic Hall of Fame, Now is the time
to nominate them, Nominations must be received by the committee by
January 1st, Send your nominations to1 Hall of Fame Committee, Leon
Christiansen, Chairman, Clinton, WI, 53187,
Refer to your "MEMBER CLUB HANDBOOK" for the selection procedures
· and a list of past recipients. Add to that list the Class of 19ia.
Roland Hustis, Art Van Vlissigen, and Carl Skupski,
Don't delay, get those nominations started today,

TOSAPEX '79
The Best in Show award at TOSAPEX '79, the 14th annual exhibition
of the Wauwatosa Philatelic Society, Wauwatosa, Wisconsin, was won by
Carl R, Skupski with 48 pages of stamps, covers and postal stationery
covering the theme of Poland in the Olympic Garnes, The exhibition was
held on October 21th and 21st,
Other winners were first, Robert Konowal and Arthur Schmitz,
seconds, Raymond Bournique, Claude Giralte and Robert Konowal, and
thirds, Robert Meyer and Richard Juedes,
The theme for the exhibition was Revolutionary War Heroes of
1?79, with John Paul Jones, Casimir Pulaski and George Rogers Clark
being honored on separate covers and postal cards with cachets and a
flag cancellation, both covers and cards may be ordered from Raymond
A, Bournique, the exhibition chairman, at 1910 Church St,, Wauwatosa, WI,
53213, at $1,50 per set for the covers or 75¢ each, and $1.00 per set for
the cards or 50¢ each, Please include self-addressed stamped envelope
when ordering unaddressed covers or cards.

MILWAUKEE PHILATELIC SOCIETY
80th ANNIVERSARY STORY
The story I did on Milwaukee Philatelic Society's 80th Anniversary
drew a mixed reation, but at least I know people are reading this
newsletter,
I can only report the facts as I know them or receive them, One
letter from long-standing MPS member wanted to clarify some of the
·statements I made, in particular, women not becoming members until 10
years ago,
The member writes, "We never had a written rule against women
members, but it did not encourage them, although there were exceptions,
Back in the · early 1940's we had two highly qualified and very active
women members, They were Mrs, Olga Light, wife of Carl Light, a club
president, and Mrs, John Owen, wife of Dr, Owen who was also a club
member, I hope this will remove some of the stigma from the club, I
can understand that you found some of the statements "hard to believe,"
as they just weren't true,"
I was also negligent in not mentioning that the Milwaukee Club
hosted the A,P,S, convention in 1944, I must plead ignorance to that,
as I was busy being born that year,
I hope these additions will help clarify and add to the long history
of the Milwaukee Philatelic Society,
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CANADA'S 1898 IMPERIAL PENNY POSTAGE COMMEMORATIVE
Canada's 1898 Imperial Penny Postage Commemorative is thought by
some people to be the first Christmas stamp, but actually it was not
a Christmas stamp at all. You might want to read this article from the
December 10, 1898, issue of the Canadian Philatelic Weekly. Sorry, I
hayen't been able to contact the writer to get his permission to quote.

THE NEW IMPERIAL PENNY POSTAGE STAMP
We take pleasure in presenting to our readers the likeness of the
new stamp issued to commemorate the inaguration of Penny Postage for
British Colonies, It is a beautiful stamp, superior "(Canadians think)"
to any stamp he·retofore issued, The British possessions are printed in
red as designated by the black in the illustration above, The map stands
out in bold relief against a background of a delicate light blue, Surmounting this is a wreath of maple and oak leaves in wh_ich is a crown
thus symbolizing the unity of England and Canada, At the upper edge are
the words, "Canada Postage" and underneath the map ."Xmas 1898" so that
the date of the inaguration of Imperial Penny Postage will be made a
matter of record, In each of the lower corners appear the figure 2 and
at the lower edge connecting them is this suggestive passage taken from
a poem by a Canadian poet, "We hold a vaster empire than has been," As
someone remarked on seeing the stamp for first time, "It is the prettiest
and cheapest map of the world ever published,
The stamp is already in circulation and will be available for
local postage only, until Xmas day when the two cent rate to Great
Britain takes effect, It is the purpose of Mr, Mulock to have prepared, a card bearingthe impress of the new penny postage stamp
together with a table of figures indicating the important elements
_in Canada's claim to greatness, the volume of her trade, etc,, etc,
These cards will be placed in envelopes and distributed amongst
teachers and others in Canada and Great Britain in the hope that
they assist in the formation of a true idea of Canada's present
and prospective position,
A small number of these stamps have been issued and when this
supply is exhausted the issue will become obsolete, and a new 2 cent
stamp issued for Imperial Penny Postage purposes,
The stamps were first placed on sale in Toronto ·on Wednesday,
7th inst, Mr Jno, H. Lowe securedthe first sheet. As no one knew
of their early appearance the demand was not great, It is expected
that the stamps will be comparatively scarce.,
An error has been noticed already or rather a misprint. We
have a copy where the red is printed altogether out of place, Careful
search among several thousand other copies does not reveal another
similar copy,
- End of Quote
Further on a comment is made•
· "But the Canadian farmer who wants to communicate with
his son near by, or to write to the nearest town, must pay
three cents,
·
What sense is there in such discrimination against Canadians?
Why should we pay two cents for a long distance and
three cents for ashort one?"
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Thanks to Merle and Cora Davison of the Platteville Stamp Club
for these Christmas related stories,

SCOTT'S No. 1471. 1972 CHRISTMAS COll',l(iEMORATIVE STAMP

The picture from which the tiny
detail was t aken is an 85 by 7J
inch panel, done by an unknown
Flemish painter . The painting was
done on wood some time between
1480 and 1489. It is in the Kress
collection in the Na tional Gallery
of Art in Washington D.C. and was
obtained from a convent near burgos,
Spain . It is called •~ary, Queen of
Heaven". It shows the Virgin being
borne aloft by angels and attended
by a choir of heavenly singers and
a whole medieval orchestra of angelic
musicians. The int eresting things
about it ~s that the instruments qre
contemporary, painted and depicted
with great exactness . There is precise
rendering of finger positions and the
holding of the bow. The instruments
shown are a vielle, an ancestor of the
violin; the other a soprano shawn, an
oboe-type instrument.
The detail on the stamp is from the
upper right section of the painting .

LETTERS TO SANTA CLAUS
Did you ever wonder what happens to all those letters that the
kids send to Santa Claus each year?
The following is from the Postal Bulletin and outlines procedures
for handling letters addressed to Santa Claus,
Letters to Santa Claus, the Easter Rabbit or similar addresses,
should be delivered if they bear a valid delivery address. Such letters
will be removed from the mail at the location where detected if the
delivery address is not valid. When removed from the mail , they may be
sent to institutions or persons who request them to use exclusively for
philanthropic purposes. If there is no voluntary request, they are sent
to the dead letter branch.
THE "OLD BONES" STORY
Someone has said there are four kinds of "bones" in every organization.
There are the WISHBONES, who spend their time wishing someone else
would do the work.
There are the JAWBONES, who do all the talking, but very little else.
Next, there are the · KNUCKLEBONES, who knock everything anyone ever
tries to do,
And finally, there are the BACKBONES, WHO GET UNDER THE LOAD AND
··
DO THE WORK! t t
Borrowed from the PHILATELIC REMINDER-the newsletter of the Southern
Oregon Philatelic Society.

JOHN WHITMORE HONORED AT DANEPEX
John Whitmore, retired Madison Postmaster, was honored in opening
ceremonies during DANEPEX at Madison, He was presented with a plaque
from ~adison Area Stamp Clubs in appreciation for his many years of
service to Wisconsin Philatelists and was made a life member of the
Madison Stamp Club, Ba dg er Stamp Club, and Commodore Preble Chapter

#64,

u.s.c.s.

I am reprinting a story which ran in the Wisconsin State Journal
at the time of his retirement, As Manager of the Madison Management
Sectional Center, he was in charge of 154 post offices in South-Cebtral
and Southwestern Wisconsin. So this is not just the story of the Madison
postmaster. He has touched and assisted philatelists throughout his
jurisdiction and Wisconsin, He was always there to help with and promote
local stamp shows. We all know how hard it can be to organize stamp
shows if we don't have the support and help of the postoffice, As busy
as he was, he was never so busy that he couldn't talk to the show chairman
about ~ome problem, If he wasn't in he would return the call later,
When I needed someone to go on T,V, to be the spokesman for
philatelists he was there to save the day, In short he's been the
best friend philatelists in South-Central, Southwestern Wisconsin ever
had, He's the type of person who commands the respect so that you refer
to him as Mr, Whitmore and yet we feel honored that as friends we may
call him John,
We wish him the best in his retirement, but things will not be the
same without Mr, Whitmore in the driver's seat.

Madis on postm aster retire s
By Jalle Brenton •
Of Tbe Stale J_,,,al

John Whitmore Is retlrtng Jane 29 alter YT years with the
U.S. Postal Service. He bas been Madison postmaster since
1958 and mall manager !or just about everyone In soulh<enlral Wisconsin.
Whitmore'• memories of bis career are satisfying, and he
believes the Postal Service Is beUer now than In previous
years.
"Postal Service has been good lor me, and I lhink I've
been good !or the Postal Service,''. he says. " And that's lhe
.
way lo retire."
Olliclally, Whltmore's Ulle Is manager of the Madison
Management Sectional Center/Postmaster. The section Includes 154 post ollices in south<enlral and southwestern
Wisconsin.
Whitmore, 63, began working as a distribution clerk al the
Madison Post Ofltce in 1942. lie also went lo war In '42 and
served three years in the Air Force in Europe. He returned Id
lhe same job i~ 1945 and worked as supervisor and superintendent before being named postmaster.
Whitmore says the Pos1al Service " Is In good shape
today," mosUy as a result ol the Postal Reorganization Bill
passed in 1970. The bill created the U.S. Postal Service lo replace the U.S. Post omce Department.
"The reorganization took us out ol partlsan politics and
brought us under business-oriented operations," he says.
The pre-1970 Post Ofllce was ruled by " pure politics" that
made II almost Impossible lo gel anything done, Whitmore
says. All decisions and appointments were controlled by
bureaucrats and poUUcal pressures.
lie describes the Madi.son Post Ollice during lhal time :
"We were so far behind, and yet we sllll processed mall like
Ben Franklin used lo- by hand into llltle pigeonholes."
It was done that way until tm, when two new letter-sorting machines arrived in Madison. What look so long?
Whitmore says postal workers, fearlul of losing their job.,,
fought against IL And the machines required a large post olnce lo house them. Madison acquired the capacity in 1976
with ils new building at 3002 Milwaukee Sl. This was part ol
the Postal Service's plan to mechanize, Whitmore says.
Today, about 80 percent ol lhe mail in Madison 1s· pr<>cessed by machine to the carriers, he says, and no one has
Jost a Job because ol ll.
Whllmore's replacement may not be selected until !all, he
says, but it will be someone from within the Postal Service.
Before, he says, appointments ollen were based on who you
knew, not what you knew.

Postmaster John Whitmore.
- S - 1--' pl,ofo by k1Mph W. Joclrson Ill
Comp1'tints are still a problem, Whitmore admits, but
" people are never going to be sallslied."
The Postal Service has 99.99 percent accurate delivery, he
soys, but a small percentage ol lhe 90 billion letters processed
yearly is still sizable. The Madison area omce processes
about 1 million letters daily Monday lhro_ugh Friday, Whitmore says, and when something goes wrong, he lrequenUy
hears about It al night by phone.
Une. West Side Madison caller recently was very upset. lie
demanded that Whitmore tell him why there was no one to
postmark his lax return- at 8:30 p.m. April 16.

1978-79 Federation Officers
Executive Committee,
President,
Howard M. Sherpe
1017 Chieftain Lookout
Madison, WI 53711

East Central Regional VP.,
Jamee E. Lukes
931 S. 8th St.
Manitowoc, WI 54220

Vice President,
E.M. (Bert) Starlin
ABA - Green Lake Center
Green Lake, WI 54941

Central Regional VP,
Roy Northwood
5520 Barberry St.
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494

Secretary,
D, William FitzGerald
P.O. Box 231
Kenosha, WI 53241

Milwaukee Regional VP,
Erik Martini
5260 N. 69th St.
Milwaukee, WI 53218

Treasurer,
Mrs. Mary Ann Sarsfield
3250 N. Fratney St.
Milwaukee, WI 53212

Southeast Regional VP1
Daniel L. Rhoades
P.O. Box 342
South Milwaukee, WI 53172

Northwest Regional VP,
Ralpho. Hoffmann
131 Plummer Court
Neenah, WI 54956

Southwest Regional VP,
Allen E. Vick
R. 1, Box 292
Stoughton, WI 53587
Save this list of officers. Contact your regional representative or any of
the state-wide officers about any ideas or questions you may have.

THE POLAND PHILATELIC ; CLUB OF MILWAUKEE EXHIBITION
The Poland Philatelic Club of Milwaukee held it's second annual
exhibition on October 21st. The show honored the 200th anniversary of
the death of Count Casimir Pulaski, the Polish hero who gave his life
for the American cause at the Battle of Savannah in 1779.
, Entries were restricted to Polonica, which included U.S.,
Polish or other foreign philatelic material in some way related to
Poland,
·
·
,
First awards were won by Raymond Orz, Eugene Wolosiewica and
Robert Konowal. Second awards went to Irene Orz, David Stefancic
and Robert Meyer. Third awards went to Erik Martini, Wallace Fischer
and Jan Drogier.
The club meets at 7130 p,m, on the third Sunday of each month
at the·Polish Veteran's Hall, 1629 South 10th St., Milwaukee,

RECEIVE YCUR COFY DIRECT
Any member who would like to receive a copy direct can do so by
sending your mailing address and a supply of stamps, This way you could
have the latest news at the start of each month.

'lhank you for your support of the newsletter since we started it in April.
!hope that it has and is providing a link of a:mnunicaticn arrorv, all members
and clti:ls. Many clubs are making use of it but there are still many clti:ls I
have never heard fl:an. I hope we have proven by ro,, that we can pra.,ide
up to date news and on time. I'm happy to send you all Clu:isbnas Greetings
fran myself and my family on tirre this year. I hope Santa is good to all of
~

and leaves that stanp you've been looking for in your stodcing.

7

THE POLAND PHILATELIC CLUB OF MILWAUKEE
The Poland Philatelic Club of Milwaukee has issued a special four
page commemorative philatelic folder to mark the 200th anniversary of
General Casimir Pulaski's death in the War of Independence.
on
of
of
on
of

The 7 J/4 x 11 inch folder is printed in brown and metalic gold
light tan and features artwork prepared by artist Joseph Sulma, M.A.,
Cracow, Poland, for the folder. N.r. Sulma is noted for his restoration
the Stefan Batowski painting, "General Pulaski at Savannah", currently
exhibit_ at;°- the Polish N.useum in Chicago. Calligraphy is by Diane Glaser
Milwaukee.

Each folder contains · a copy of the 1979 10 cent Pulaski commemorative
postal card with the October 11th Savannah first day of issue cancellation,
along with J U.S. postage stamps relating to Poland or General Pulaski.
A copy of the 1931 Pulaski two cent commemorative is tied to the
Pulaski postal card with the Pulaski, Georgia, October 11th cancel on
the same day that the card received it's first day of issue cancel at
Savannah.

The 1966 Polish Millenium adhesive is tied to the folder by the
Savannah October 9th cancel, the day Pulaski was wounded in 1779,

.

.

The 1943 Polish flag stamp of the Overrun Countries Issue is tied
to the folder by the Savanna h October 11th cancel, the day Pulaski died
in 1779,
The entire folder is a unique presentation of Pulaski's history.
Cancels were obtained by club members who visted the areas concerned to
arrange cancels. The folder was released at the Second Annual Stamp
Exhibition of the Club held in Milwaukee on October 21st.
Interested collectors may order the folders for $5.50, postpaid,
from Edith Malson, J20 East Montana, Milwaukee, WI, 532071. Checks
should be made out to the "Poland Philatelic Club."
Proceeds will be used to finance philatelic activities of the club.

MITCHELL'S HAWAIIAN PHILATELIST
This publication is a must for any collector who has an interest
in Hawaiian philately. The issue I received this past month had features
on "Hawaii and the U.P.U,", "The U,S.S. Honolulu," "The Troublesome Trio,
#32, #39, and # 52¢;" "The Grinnell Missionaries."
MITCHELL'S HAWAIIAN PHILATELIST is a non-commercial, research
journal published by Los Angeles Stamp Company six times yearly on an
irregular basis, Subscriptions are $6.00, payable to James Ted Mitchell
and mailed to #15, 6269 Selma Avenue, Los Angeles, CA. 90028.

ATTN: CLUB TREASURERS
Federation Dues are Due·.
It's that time of year again. Your club's Wisconsin Federation of
Stamp Club dues is due as of January 1, 1980. The amount of dues is
determined by the number of members in your club as of January 1, times
65¢ per member. (minimum, $6,50; maximum $130,00,)
Please s end your check for the correct amount, payable to the
Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs, to Mrs. Mary Ann Sarsfield, Treasurer,
W.F.s.c. 3250 Fratney St., Milwaukee, WI. 53212. To aid us in getting a
correct count of W,F,s.c. members, please write the number of members in
your club in_ the lower left corner · of your check,

GOLD POST GALLERIES
DEAR w.F.s.c. FEDERATION MEMBERS AND READERS OF "OVER THE FENCE":
DURING THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER THE READERS OF OUR NEWSLETTER WERE TREATED TO
A REPORT ON THE SALEABILITY OF OUR AUCTION MATERIAL. WE HAVE OUTLINED THE PRICE
LEVELS AND DESIRABLENESS OF ALL TYPES OF MATERIAL.
IN THIS ISSUE WE REPORTED ON SOME NEW VARIETIES FROM YOUR FAVORITE COUNTRIES
FOR YOU TO KEEP YOUR EYES OPEN FOR. WE OFFERED TO BUY FLAG FDC 1 S FROM CANADA FOR
S7.50 each, AND WE OFFERED TO BUY U.S. UY 29 in MINT FOR S5.00 each, AND WE OFFERED TO BUY THE UY 29 FDC FOR s4.oo.
WE OFFERED TO BUY THE CANADIAN MS OF PROVINCIAL FLAGS FOR 12.50 mint. WE
OFFERED TO BUY A CERTAIN TYPE OF THE GREAT BRITAIN ARCHETECTURE SOUV • SHEET FROM
LAST YEAR AT s100.oo mint and S8o.oo FDC.
WE OFFERED FOR SALE A RARE SET OF WEEKEND EARLY ISSUE COVERS COMPLETE AS
OFFICIALLY ISSUED IN 8 CITIES AF THE OLYMPIC SEI'ENANT ISSUE OF SEPI'.28, 1979
FOR ONLY S7. 50.
IN OUR JANUARY 1980 COVER AUCTION WE WILL BE OFFERING ANOTHER SELECTION OF
COVERS FROM THE CLASSICS· TO THE MODERN "SMALL ISSUE" COVERS. A GROUP OF EARLY
CACHETS ·ARE REPRESENTED AS THE ENCLOSED LINN FDC. WE WILL BE SELLING HUNDREDS
OF EARLY COMMERCIAL AND PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE COVERS OF THE 1880-1920 period.
WE WILL BE RUNNING SEVERAL LOTS OF FOREIGN COVERS.
IN OUR OTHER JANUARY, 1980 AUCTION WE WILL HAVE SEVERAL HUNDRED LOTS OF
GOOD FOREIGN ITEMS, AS GR.BRITAIN OVERSEAS CANCELS, TONGA TIN CAN MAIL, GERMANY
EARLY REPUBLIC AND EARLY STATES ISSUES. MANY GOOD LOTS OF EUROPE WILL BE SOLD ALSO.
THE U.S. A~EA WILL BE REPRESENTED BY TH E MATERIAL AS THE ENCLOSED PHOTO, AS WELL
AS A VERY INTERESTING LOT OF BNA- AS THE PHOTO OF THE CANADA BOO KLEI'•
FOR ALL NEIV CONSIGNORS BEFORE DECEMBER 31, 1979, WE OFFER THE OPPORTUNITY
TO CONSIGN FOR ONLY 10% commission. THESE NEW SALES CATALOGUES WILL BE EXTENSIVELY CIRCULATED IN EIROPE AND GREAT BRITAIN •
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WE MUST HEAR FROM YOU AS SOON AS POSSIBLE
SO THAT YOU MAY START
send to:

GOLD POST GALLERIES
P.O. Box 1092
Eau Claire, WI 54701

_/

OREGON
STAMPS
P.O. Box 328
Sun Prairie, WI 53590
1979
December9

1980
NEW MILWAUKEE STAMP BOURSE
January 13
May 4
September 14
. February 10
June 8
October 5
March9
July13
November9
Aprll 20
August 10
December 14
At HOWARD JOHNSON MOTOR LODGE
1716 W. Layton Ave., Milwaukee, WI
Phone1-414-282-7000
Just off 1-94 South at 894 intersection.
894 traffic t urn south on 27th Street.
1 block then east on Layton .

OVER THE PENCE
Written and edited by Howard Sherpe, President, W.F.S.C, Information
and articles may be sent to me at 1017 Chieftain Lookout, Madison, Wis_consin 53711. Phone, (608) 274-6019.
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